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UST  OF  DELEGATES  BY  CONFERENCES. 


Nqvr-YoRX  Comrumcs^NaihaQ  Bangs,  PIiui^m  Bke*  Fhch 
Reed,  Peter  P.  Sandford,  Manrin  Richardson,  Samuel  Luckey,  Nicho* 
las  White,  Charles  W.  Carpenter,  Daniel  Ostrander,  Joseph  Holdich. 

NEw-E^otANn  CoN^PXRENcs-^Jotham  Hoxton,  JosefAi  A.  Msrnil^ 
Orange  Scott,  Phineas  CrandaU,  Frederick  Upham,  £.  W^  Stickn^y, 
A.  D.  Memfi.  i$ 

Maine  CoNFERENCE--*-£zekiel  Robinson,  Moses  Hill,  Williao^  C. 
IiarTal>ee,  Daniel  B.  Randall,  R.  C.  Bailey. 

New-Hampshire  Conference — ^Jas.  Templeton,  Schnyler  Cham- 
beilain,  John  F.  Adams,  C.  D.  Cahoon,  Elihn  J.  Scott,  Jared  Perkins. 

Trot  Conference — Tobias  Spicer,  Noah  Levings,  Charles  Sher* 
OMtt,  J.  B.  Houghtaiing^  Sherman  Minpr,  Tmman  Seymour.  . 

Pittsburg  Conference— Charles  Cook,  Thomas  M.  Hia390«».BQf 
bert  Hopkins,  James  G.  Sansom^  Geo.  S.  Holmes^. 

Erie  Conference— BilUoiES  (X  PUwplaa,  HiiMX  Kingritoyf  Mti 
Chandler,  David  Preston,  Jo)in  C  Ayres. 

Black  River  Qn^i^w^^jifKi^'^Q^^B  Q^ty,  S«.  Bwkm^  &  Ctum^ 
John  Dempster. 

Oneida  Conference — George  Harmon,  Elias  Bowen,  George 
Peck,  Zechariah  Paddock,  Joseph  Castle,  D.  A.  Shepherd. 

Michigan  Conference — ^Adam  Poe,  Henry  Colclaxer,  John  H. 
Power,  Elijah  H.  Pilcher,  James  M'Mahan. 

Genesee  Conference— Asa  Abell,  Glezin  Filmore,  A.  N.  Filmoro, 
John  Parker,  Jonas  Dodge,  Manley  Tooker. 

Ohio  Conference — ^William  H.  Raper,  William  B.  Christie,  Jacob 
Young,  Samuel  Hamilton,  George  W.  Walker,  Leonidas  L.  Hamline, 
John  F.  Wright,  Robert  O.  Spencer. 

Missoimi  Conference— Andrew  Monroe,  Jesse  Green,  Thomas 
Johnson. 

Illinois  Conference — ^Peter  Akers,  Peter  Cartwright,  Samnel  H. 
Thompson,  Hooper  Crews,  John  Clark,  John  T.  MitchelL 

Kentucet  Conference — Joseph  S.  TomlinMHi,  Henry  B.  Baseon, 
T.  Stamper,  Thomas  N.  Ralston,  Geo.  W.  Taylor. 
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Indiana  Conference — ^AUen  Wiley,  E.  R.  Ames,  Calm  W.  Ruter, 
Augustas  Eddy,  Aaron  Wood. 

HoLSTON  Conference — S.  Patum,  £.  F.  Serier,  T.  K.  Catlett. 

'  Tennessee  Conference — Robert  Paine,  Fountain  E.  Pitts,  John 
IB.  M'Perrin,  A.  F.  Driskill,  S.  S.  Moody. 

Arkansas  Conference — John  Harrell,  John  C.  Parker. 

Mississippi  Conference — ^John  M.  Holland,  William  Winans,  B. 
M.  Drake, 

Alabama  Conference — ^Wm.  Murrah,  Eugene  V.  Levert,  Elisha 
Oailaway. 

Georoia  Conference— Samuel  K.  Hodges,  Lorick  Pierce,  Wm. 
J.  PacrkSy  tgmutus  A.  Few,  Elijah  Sinclair,  George  F.  Pierce. 

South  Carolina  Conference — ^William  Capers,  Charles  Betta, 
William  M.  Wightman,  Bond  English,  Hartwell  Spain. 

North  Carolina  Conferbnge*— Hezekiah  G.  Leigh,  M-  Brock;  { 

James  Jamieson.  I 

Virginia  Conference— Thomas  Crowder,  John  Early,.  WilUau  j 

A.  Smith.  I 

Baltimore  Conferbncb— Samuel  Brison,  John  A.  Collins,  John  ! 

Miller,  Stephen  G.  Roszel,  Henry  Slicer,  Nerval  Wilson,  Edwin  i 

Doirs^f  Jomi  A.  €^re.  ' 

Philadelphia  Conference — Solomon  Higgins,  Matthew  Sonn, 
Heiiry  White,  liovi  Seott,  Joseph  Lybrand.  "^ 

New-Jersey  Conference — Charles  Pitman,  Richard  W.  Pether- 
biM^ei  ManttiBg'Foree,  Isaac  Winner,  John  S.  Porter. 


GENERAL  CONFERENCE,  1840. 


At  a  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Chnrch,  held  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  commencing  on 
Friday,  May  1,  1840,  the  Rev.  Robert  R.  Roberts, 
Elijah  Hedding,  James  O.  Andrew,  Beverly  Wangh, 
Thomas  A.  Morris,  Bishops  of  said  church,  being  present, 
Bishop  Roberts  opened  the  Conference  by  reading  a  por- 
tion of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  After  singing,  prayer  was 
offered  by  Bishop  Hedding. 

The  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  last  General  Conferencot 
Thomas  B.  Sargeat,  was  requested  by  the  President  to 
call  the  list  of  the  delegates  present,  which  was  done,  and       • 
the  following  brethren  presented  the  necessary  vouchers 
of  their  election,  and  took  their  seats,  namely  :«— 

1.  NEW-yOEK  CONFERENCE. 
Nathan  Bangs,  Samuel  Lucjifiyi  De&egatM  pn- 

Phineas  Rice,  .  Nicholas  White, ,  "•^-     ^ 

Fitch  Reed,  C.  W.  Carpenter, 

Peter  P.  Sandford,  Daniel  Ostrander, 

Marvin  Richardson,  Jos.  Holdioh* 

2.  NEW-ENGLAND  CONFERENCE. 
Jotham  Horton,    '  Phineas  Crandall, 

Jos.  A.  Merrill,  Frederic  Upham, 

Orange  Scott,  E.  W.  Stickney, 

A.  D.  Merrill. 

3.  MAINE  CONFERENCE. 
Ezra  Robinson,  W.  C.  Larrabee, 

Moses  Hill,  D.  B.  Randall, 

.  B.  Jones. 

4.  NEW-HAMPSHIRE  CONFERENCE. 

James  Templeton,  Charles  D.  Cahocm, 

S.  Chamberlain,  Elihu  Scott,  , 

John  F.  Adams,  Jated  Perkins. 

5.  TROY  CONFERENCE. 
Tobias  Spicer,  J.  B.  Houghtaliiig, 

Noah  Levings,  S.  Minor, 

C.  Sherman,  .  Truman  Seymour. 
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D«l6ptM  pn-  6.  PITT8BUBG  CONFEEENCE. 

C.  Cook,  Robert  Hopkins, 

T.  M.  Hudson,  J.  G.  Sanson, 

George  S.  Holmes. 

r:  EWECOKFEIUEIICB 

B.  O.  Plimpton,  John  Chandler, 

H.  Kingsley,  David  Preston 

John  C.  Ayers. 

8.  BLACK  RIVEB  CONFEEENCE 
Geoige  Gary,  S.  Chase, 

6.  Baker,  John  Dempster  | 

^  »:  ONEmA  CONFEEENCE.  I 

George  Harman,  George  Peck  j 

Elias  Bowen,  Z.  Paddock, 

D.  A.  Shepherd.  ' 

10.  MICHIGAN  CONFEIE^^NCE.  > 

A.  Poe,  John  H.  Power,  | 

Henry  Colcla2er,  E.  H.  Pilcher. 

11.  GENESEE  CONFEEENCE. 

Asa  Abel,  J.  Parker,  I 

G.  Filmore,  Jonas  Dodge,  i 

A.  N.  FUmore,  M.  Tooker. 

12.  OHIO  CONFEEENCE. 

W.  H.  Raper,  S.  Hamilton, 

W.B.Christie,  L.  L.  Hamline, 

Jacob  Young,  J.  F.  Wright, 

R.  O.  Spencer. 

13.  MiaSOUBI  CONFEEENCE. 
Andrew  Munroe,  Thbmas  Johnson. 

14.  ILLINOIS  COKFEBENCE. 

P.  Akers, ,  H.  Crews,  ; 

P.  Cartwright,  John  Clark, 

S.  H.  Thompson,  J.  T.  Mitchell. 

15.  KENTUCKY  CONFEEENCE. 
J.  S:  Tomlinson,  J.  Stapiper, 

H.  B.  Bascom,  Thomas  N.  RalstGBi« 

George  W.  Taylor. 

16.  INDIANA  CONFEEENCE.  ^ 

A.  Wiley,  C.  W.  Ruter, 

E.  R.  Ames,  A.  Eddy,  ^ 

A.  Wood. 


W.  HOL8T0N  eONf^BENCfi..  ^Sjf^ 

S-PattQO, 

RobMt  Pake,  John  B.  Wfmm, 

r.  Ex  Pitta,  A.  F.  Driakil}, 

S.  S.  Moody. 

19.  A&KAfi^  CONFfiBENCE. 
Jhikn  JbunoBtt,  John  C.  Patkei. 

20.  MISSISSIPPI  CONFEIffiNCE. 

Wat  WiQa9«,  B.  Bi.  Ovako., 

31.  ALABAMA  CONFEBBNCE. 

Wifliam  Murrah,  E:  V;  Levort^ 

E.  Callaway. 

H^.  OmifGlA  CONFEKENCB* 
S.  iL  Hodges^  L.  Pierce, 

W.  J.  Pwka. 

23.  SOUTH  CAROLINA  CONFERENCE 

Qiailea  Betta,  Q<»id  EogUah,. 

Wi?i-  M.  Wightipan,  Hugh  A.  C-  WaUaw* 

24.  ^OfiTH  CAROLINA  CONFERENCE. 
Moses  Brock^  J.  Jaaiieson. 

f».  ¥I»Q{NiA  CONFfiBEKCB. 

Thomas  Crowder,  John  Early, 

Wm.  A.  Smith. 

2$.  BAJ4TIJ40RE.GONFE9ENCE. 

Samuel  Btiaw^  S.  G.  Rosael, 

Jdhn  A«  ColUna,  H.  Slicer^ 

JohnMiUer,  N«  WiUson^ 

J,  A.  Gere.  ' 

27.  PHIJ^DELPHIA  CONFERENCE. 
Sol.  Higgins,.  H;  White, 

Bf atthew  Sorin,  .  Levi  Scott, . 

Joseph  Lybrand 

»|.,N¥iW^JEBeET  C(»{F£B£NCa 
0.  PilMttii^  Manning  Force) 

Ri  W<  JPiB^erbgridge,  Isaac  Winner^* 

JjO^Hi^k  Porte#^ 

The  Goofetencb  ihen>prqaeededtto<ofgam2ec   .  JolHii  Al 
Collins  was  app^nttiid  iS«crettoy,,Jarae»  B/  H<Migltfall»|^t 
aadS'koflia9vB;ISkrgeiit.wieEre^eko8«a  Asnstant  B^oretakiis. 

Bishop  Roberts  introduced  to  the  Conferenc^vOUfi'be^ 


.  -"Jl^S^JjIgJ  loved  brethren,  the  Rer.  Robert  Newton,  representatiTo 
Bada  Confer-  of  the  British  Wesleyan  Methodist  Conference,  the  Rev. 
'^'^'  Joseph  Stinson,  President  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist 

Conference,  Upper  Canada,  Rev.  John  R3rerson,  represen- 
tative from  Canada  Conference,  and  Joseph  Sowtei,  £«q., 
of  Castle  Donington,  travelling  companion  of  Rev.  Robert 
Newton,  each  of  whom  addressed  the  Conference. 

John  Early  moved  that  the  rules  of  order  for  the  last 

General  Conference  be  adopted  for  the  government  of 

this  Conference.    The  rules  were  then  read  and  taken 

MM^f  Conr  ^jp  ii^  consecutive  order.    The  first  and  second  rules 

were  adopted,  as  were  also  the  first,  second,  third,  fourth, 

fiflh,  and  sixth  articles  in  the  order  of  business  under  the 

second  rule.   The  seventh  article  was  amended  on  motion 

of.  William  A.  Smith  by  appending  the  words  thereto,  "  or 

a  substitute,''  so  as  to  read  thus :    "  No  new  motion  or 

I    resolution  shall  be  made  until  the  one  under  consideration 

is  disposed  of,  which  may  be  done  by  adoption  or  rejection, 

unless  one  of  the  following  motions  should  intervene, 

^       which  motion  shall  have  precedenoe  in  the  order  in  which 

they  are  placed,  viz.,  indefinite  postponement,  lying  on 

the  table,  reference  to  a  committee,  postponement  to  a 

given    time,   amendment,   or   a   substitute ;"    and  thus 

amended,  the  article  was  adopted.    The  eighth,  ninth, 

tenthj  eleventh,  and  twelfth  articles  were  adopted.    The 

thirteenth,  on  motion  of  Wm.  A.  Smith,  was  stricken  oat. 

The  remaining  articles  were  severally  read  and  adopted. 

'cooSor°iiipm       ^  motion  by  G.  Filmore  to  recon^er  the  nintili  article 

.  nii8«  kwt.        in  the  order  of  business  was  lost. 

Henry  Slicer  and  John  Early  offered  a  resolution  to 
"^^leo^inj  *^  *^®  following  to  the  rules  of  Conference :  "  When- 
FMBudnayi,  ever  one-third  of  the  members  present  shall  demand  that 
tiiiid  n^e  t&e  question  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  the  question 
^"  shall  be  so  taken,  and  the  result  recorded."    On  motion 

Laid  on  table,     of  W.  B.  Christie,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Conference  then,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Bangs,  adopted 
the  rules  entire,  which  read  as  follows : — 

I.  The  Conferences  hall  meet  at  half-past  eight  o'clock, 
A.  M.,  and  adjourn  at  half-past  twelve  o'clock,  p.  m.,  but 
may  alter  the  times  of  meeting  and  adjournment  at  their 
discretion. 

II.  The  President  shall  take  the  chair  precisely  at  the 
hour  to  which  the  Conference  stood  adjourned,  and 
cause  the  same  to  he  opened  by  reading  the  Scriptures, 
singing,  and  prayer ;  And,  on  the  appearance  of  a  quorum, 
shtdl  have  the  journals  -  of  the  preceding  day  read  and 
appxoved,  when  the  business  of  the  Conference  «hall 
pioceed  in  the  following  order,  namely  :•*— 

1st.  Reports,  firstof  ibB  standing,  and  then  of  the  seleet 
oomnuttees. 
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■ftft-'PWStichis,  Wrtiorials,  and  appeals.  '  *^Sclf  ^^ 

III.  ^The  Preaideiit  shall  decide  all  questions  of  order, 
subject  to' an  appeisl  to 'the  Conference ;  but  in  case  of 
such  appeal^  the  questjon  shall  be  taken  without  debate. 

ly.  He  shall  appoint  all  committees  not  otherwise 
specially  ord0red  by  the  Conference;  but  any  member  may 
decline  serving  on  more  than  one  committee  at  the  same 
time.  r  ' 

y.  AH  motions  or  resolutions  introduced  by  any.meni- 
ber  shall  be  reduced  to  writing,  if  the  President,  Secre- ' 
tery,  or  any  two  members,  request  it. 

YI.  When  a  .motion  or  resolution  is  made  and  seconded, 
&t  a  report  presented,  and  is  read  by  the  Secretary,  o^  '. 
stated  by  the  President,  it  shall  be  deemed  in  possession 
of  the  Conference,  but  any  motion  or  resolution  may  be 
withdrawn  by  the  mover  at  any  time  before  decision  or 
amendment. 

yil.  No  new  motion  or  resolution  shall  be  made  until 
&e  one  under  consideration  is  disposed  of;  which  may 
be  done  by  adoption  or  rejection,  unless  one  of  the  follow- 
ing motions  should  intervene,  whjch  motions  shall  have 
precedence  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  placed, 
namely:  Indefinite  postponement,  lying  on  the  table^ 
refetence  to  a  committee,  postponement  to  a  given  time, 
amendment,  or  a  substitute. 

Yin.  No  member  shall  be  interrupted  when  speaking, 
except  by  the  President,  to  call  him  to  order  when  he 
departs  from  the  question,  uses  personalities  or  disre-  - 
spectfnl  language  ;  but  any  member  may  call  the  attention 
of  the  President  to  the  subject  when  he  deems  a  speaker 
out  of  order.  And  any  member  may  explain,  if  he  thinks' 
himself  misrepresented. 

IX.  When  aAy  member  is  about  to  speak  in  debate,  or  to 
deliver  any  matter  to  the  Conference,  he  shall  rise  from 
bis  seat  and  respectfully  address  himself  to  the  Presi- 
dent.  •  ■■■    ^       •  ■      ■        -    >'.;^ 

X:  riTo  person  shall  speak  more  than  twice  on  Ae  same  ^ 
question — ^nor  more  than  fifteen  minutes  at  one  time, 
without  leave  of  the  Conference — nor  shall  any  jJerrfon    ; 
speldc  more  than  once  until  every  member  chobsinfg  to'  , 

speak  shall  have  spoken. 

XI.  When  any  motion  or  resolution  shall  have  pasi^ed, 
it  shall  be  in  ordei*  for  any  member  who  voted  in  the . 
majority  to  move  for  a  reconsideration.  '     ! 

XII.  No  member  shall  absent  himself  from  the  ser-  ^ 
vice  of  ifhe  Coiiference  without  leave,  tmless  he  be  sick, 
or  unable  to  attend. 

XIII.  No  member  shall  be  allowed  to  vote  on  anr '      ■  '  •  ^ 
question  who  is  not  within  the  bar  at  the  time  when  such 

question  is  put  by  the  President,  except  by  leave  of  the 


^jl^  ^  Conference,  when  snch  VAembeK  luu^,  b%^  i^si^ui^gfif 

XIV.'Eyenr  member  who  shall  be  wUhin  the  bax  i# 
^  (he  time  the  question  is^  pnt  shall  give  his  Vote ;  nnlesfi 

the  Conference,  for  speciad  reasons,  excuse  him. 
'  XV.  No  resolution  altering  or  rescinding  ai^  rule  of 

Discipline  shall  be  adopted,  until  it  shall  have  been  9$^ 

least  one  day  in  the  possession  of  the  Conference. 
XVI.  A  motion  to  adjourn  shall  always  be  in  order,  fund 

shall  be  decided  without  debate. 
JBiriisd  On  motion  of  Dr.  Luckey,  the  bar  of  the  Confereo^ 

was  fixed, 
ig^i  te  af>      On  motion  of  Dr.  Bangs,  it  wa«  resolved,  that  when  tl^ 
rtuL       "^  Conference  adjourns  it  i^joum  to  meet  this  aftemoop^  ^ 
^  three  o'clock. 

^"S^  to^*S^  ^°  motion  by  Dr.  Bangs,  the  following  resolution  wa|» 
tend  coBiiBr-  adopted :  *<  Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agent^  the  Rer* 
''^'  Thomas  Mason,  be  requested  to  attend  the  sittings  of  this 

Conference,  and  that  he  have  the  privilege  of  giving  hiSt 

opinion  on  all  matters  relating  to  the  BodL  Concern." 
ToMi^qr  a         Dr.  Bangs  offered  the  following  resolution :  "  Resolved^ 
ivporter.         thsX  this  Conference  employ  a  reporter,  for  the  pmposO; 

of  taking  down  the  proceedings  for  publication  in  the 

Christian  Advocate  and  Journal,  and  the  papers  published. 

under  the  direction  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,"  ' 

Laid  on  fh*  Qq  motion  laid  on  the  table  till  the  afternoon  session.  { 

nwffiTitiffln  to  l^n  Early  presented  a  series  of  resolutions  for  the, 
ST^Mmm^  appointment  of  various  committees,  which  were  read; 
St.  through.    The  first  resolution  of  the  series  was  thenrea4». 

and  while  it  was  under  discussion  the  Conference,  a^ioum^; 

to  meet  this  afternoon  at  three  o'clock. 

FRIDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  1,  1»40. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Bishq>  Hed-. 

dii^g  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  reading  a  portipa 

of  the  Hply  Scriptures,  singing,  and  prayer  by  Brother 

Ostr^nder. 
TtoMpoint      A;  ij^otipn  waa  made  by  Norvel  Wilson  to  raiae  a  com*, 
m^*^iirinff  nuttee  to  superintend  the  appointments  f<vr  preachin^r 
.  SaiiBiwca.      during  the  session  of  the  Conference. 

Moved  by  H.  Slicer  to  amend  hv  making  the  presiding 

elder  of  Baltimore  District  and  the  preachers  in  chi^rge , 

in  Baltimore  said  committee.    Cairiod,  and  the  resolution 

th^s  amended  was  adopted. 
On  motion  by  John  a  Gere  it  was  resolved.  That  th« , 

presiding  elder  be  requested  to  attend  the  meetings  of 
Dr.  BMBfi*  mo-  ss^d  committee  to  aid  in  arranging  the.  appoint^ients. 
JStof'a^      The  resolution  of  Dr.  Bangs,  laid  on  th0  table  till, 
portar.  ,        Um  afternoon,  sessioi^  waataj^en  up  and  amended  by  thf 
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therefor  be  paid  by  the  Book  Agents."  A  ditisjbdi  of  tM^  pioyii«  a^ 
dtei^tiob  WaW  then  cdled  for,  and;  fi'eihg  takreti  On  Ad  fitst  **"**' 
minbh  of  the  resolution,  ft  lieass  adopted.  Aftlir  soiAe'fi^', 
<0&ni6n  on  the  siecond  btanch,  it  was  abo  adoptedf,  anf 
^e  retoliftion  as  finally  passed  reads  asf  fol}owi^:  <*Kd-' 
solved,  That  the  Conference  employ  a  reporter  jfbr  the 
ptirpose  of  taking  down  the  proceedings  for  the  Christiaa 
Advocate  and  Journal  and  other  papers  published  nhdef 
tfie  direction  of  the  M.  B.  Chorch^  and  that  the  expense' 
tfifi^refor  be  paid  by  the  Book  Agents!*' 

Out  iliotioii  of  Dr.  Bangs,  it  was  rSdsolve d,  **  That  the^  SMntniM  a 
Secretaries  be  a  committee  to  carry  the  above  resolntioni '  SStJ^tL^ 
into  effect.'*  , 

The  Conference  then,  on  motion,  proceeded  to  the'  con-  j.  svif  ■    m. 
sideration  of  the  resolutions  submitted  by  John   Early.    ^SStstSSE 
The  first  resolution  was  read  aitd  adopted,  in  the  follow-' 
ing  words:  "Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed^ 
to  consist  of  one  member  from  each  Annual  ConfCTence,  to 
be  called  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy,  to  whom 'shall  be 
referred  all  matters  relating  to  the  superintendents." 

A  motion  was  made  by  John  Early,  that  the  delegation' 
from  each  Annual  Conference  appoint  its  meimber  of  said' 
committee.  At  the  suggestion  of  D.  Ostrander  th$  mover" 
substituted  the  word  **  nominate  "  for  ^*  appoint."  A  motion'^ 
was  then  made  to  strike  out  the  word  ''nbmipate'*  attd' 
insert  '^  appoint,"  which,  after  discussion,  prevailed^  and  iii't 
thi^  form  the  motion  was  agreed  to.  , 

The  second  resolution  was  read.    On  triotioii  &e  Uank' 
was  filled  with  the  words,  "one  member  from  each  An- 
nual Conference.**    It  was  also  on  motion  resolved,"  Tt^at 
each  delegation  appoint  its  .member  of  the  committee.** 
The  resolution  was  then  adopted,  and  reads  as' follows* 
"  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  coninrtt  of  j 
one  member  from  each  Annual  Conference,  to  be  called  a 
Committee  on  Boutodanes,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  all 
matters  relating  to  the  boundaries  of  Annual  Conferences*** 
Th€»  third  Tesolutioo  was  read  and  adopted^     On  m6- 
tion' the  blank  was  filled  with  the  following  words :  "  one 
member  from  each  Annual  Conference^  to  be  appointiBd  by 
the  rei^ctive  delegations.*    The  resolution  as  adopted 
reads  ad  follows:  "Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  ap-'j tttn^naicf.    ' 
pointed,  consisting  <!f(  one  member  frdm  each  Annual  Con-'| 
ference,  to  be  appointed  by  the  respective  delegations:  to*' 
be  called  a  Committee  on  the  Itin^rancy/to  whoni  shalF 
be 'referred  ali'^e  acts  of  the  several  Ahnusl  Cdn^- 
ences.**  ■■'.■.••' '-.  ^ 

The  fourth  resolution  was  read  and  adopted.    Ordered 
that  the  blank  be  fiUed  with  "  nine.**   Resolution  reads  as  4.  Book    Cmi- 
td^wu :  "Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  con-    ^'"™- 
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i      sitting  of  nine  members^  to  be  caU^d  a  GomniUtee  on.die 
Bpok  poncem." 
The  fiflh  reeolation  was  read  and  adopted,  and  reads  aa 

i.  Wmtom.  follows :  "  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to 
be  called  a  Committee  on  Missions,  to  whom  shall  be  re* 
ferred  all  matters  relating  to  the  missionary  enterpriBe.**^ 
Ordered  that  "the  committee  consist  of  seven. 

The  sixth  resolution  was  read  and  adopted.    Ordered 
that  the  blank  in  said  resolution  be  filled  with  ''  nine." 

6.  Bdoeatton.  Resolution  as  adopted  teads  thus :  ''  Resolved,  That  a 
committee  be  appointed,,  consisting  of  nine  members^  to 
be  called  a  Committee  of  Education,  to  whom  shall  be 
referred  all  matters  relating  to  schools  and  colleges.'^ 

The  seventh  resolution  was  read  and  adopted.     Ordered 
that  the.  blank  in  said  resolution  be  filled  with  "  sevei^.*^ 

T.JtmiMi,^.  Resolution  as  passed  is  in  the  following  words:  "Re- 
solved, That  a  committee  be  appointed,  consisting  of  sevens 
members,  to  be  called  a  Committee  of  Revisal  and  Un- 
fiinished  Business,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  consider 
and  report  all  matters  that  may  be  referred  to  them." 

The  eighth  resolution  was  read.  Moved  by  D.  Ostran- 
der  to  amend  the  same,,  adding  the  following :  "  and  the 
aHiount  of  moneys  collected  and  sent  up  to  meet  that  ob- 
ject." Accepted  by  the  mover,  and  the  resolution  adopted 
in  the  following  words :  "  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be 
appointed  whose  business  it  shall  be  to  ascertain  the  ex-  . 
penses  of  delegates  to  this  Conference,  and  rep,ort  the  best, 
means  of  defraying  them,  and  the  amount  of  moneys  col- 
ieeted  and  sent  up  to  meet  that  object."  Ordered  that  the 
conunittee  consist  of  three. 
The  ninth  ^resolution  was  read  and  adopted,  and  reads 

a  TMspennoe.  as  follows :  "  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  on  Temper- 
ance be  appointed,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  matters 
relating  to  that  subject,  to  consider,  and  report  them." 
Ordered  that  the  committee  consist  of  five, 

l^rJMU^ey  Bishop  Hedding  introduced  to  the  Conference  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Richey,  member  of  the  Canada  Conference. 

^Mtts^cSS^  Edward  Dorsey>  delegate  from  the  Baltimore  Confer- 
ence, appeared,  presented  his  certificate  of  election^ as  a 
member  of  this  body,  and  took  his  seat.    , 

On  motion  of  William  Winans,  it  was  resolved  unani- 

S^^th^]^  mously, " That  the  brethren  from  ihe  Wesleyan  connec- 

^inoM.  tion  in  England  and  Canada  are  invited  to  take  seats  in, 

tliis  Conference,  and  express  their  views  as  they  may  see 
proper  on  any  subject  before  said  Conference." 

On  motion  the  Conference  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow 
morning,  at  half-past  eight  o^clock. 
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Conference  met  according  to  adjoomment,  and  was 
opened  with  reading  a  portion  of.  Uie  Holy  Scriptures, 
singing,  and  prayer  by  Dr.  Pierce. 

Bisbop  Andrew  introduced  to  the  Conference  Rev.  Mr. 
Howard,  chairman  of  th^  Lower  Canada  District,  Canada 
Conference,  who  briefly  addressed  the  Conference. 

The  following  coipmittees,  provided  for  by  previous  re- 
xes(dutions,  were,  announced,  namely : — 

1.  ON  TH£  EPISCOPACY. 


JUvJIftHowwd 


Daniel  Ostrander, 

J.  S.  TomliAson, 

J.AM^rriU,. 

A.  Wiley, 

f^*      E.Robinson,. 

T.  K.  Catlett, 

C.  D.  Cahoon, 

R.  Paine, 

N.  Levings, 

J.  Harrell, 

C.  Cook, 

B.  M.  Drake, 

B.  0.  Plimpton, 

W.  Murrah, 

6.  Baker, 

L.  Pierce, 

Z.  Paddock, 

W.  Capers, 

James  M'Mahan,  . 

J.  Jamieson, 

G,  Filmore, 

J.  Early, 

J.Young, 

S.  G.  Roszel, 

A.  Munroe,  . 

J.  Lybrand, 

S.  H.  Thompson, 

C.  Pitman. 

2.  ON  ITINEaANCY. 

J.  Holdich, 

J.  Stamper, . 

J.  Horton, 

C.  W.  Ruter, 

M>Hill, 

E.  F.  Seviei?, 

J.  Perkins, 

F.E.  Pitts^ 

S.  Minor, 

J.HarreU,      ' 

6.  S.  Holmes, 

W.  WinsBs, 

John  Chandler, 

E.  Calloway, 

G.Gary, 

W.  J.  Parks, 

£.  Bowen, 

C.  Betts, 

H.  Colclozer, 

H.  J.  Leigh, 

M.  Tooker. 

W.  A.  Smith, 

8«  Hamilton, 

N.  Willsoa, 

:         T.  Johnson, 

H.  White, 

5         P.  Akers, 

I.  Winner. 

LTTAlTk  A  TIT1?a 

P.  Rice,  T.  M.  Hudson, 

P.  CnmdaQ,  H.  Kingsley, 

B.  Jones,    '  S.  Chase, 

8.  Chambeffini  •  6.  Peek, 

T.  Seymour,  A.  Poe, 


J* 
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A.  Abel, 

W.  B.  JdM^ti^r 

J.  Green, 

P.  Osrtinrigbl, 

G.W.TaylOT, 

A.  Wood, 

S.  Fattea, 

I.  B.  MTciriB, 

J.  aPavlbar, 


J.  M.  HoQand, 

£r  V^  LeTfrt^ 
8,  K.  Hodges, 
H.  Spain, 
M>^  Brock, 
T.  Cfewder, 
H.  Slicer, 
L.  Scott, 
M.  Force. 


PsIRloiis,  4t^*\ 
called  for.  " 


MenuNtelofLI- 
beiia    Confer- 


Bofevrod  to 
ConuBittee  on 
Bpiscopacy. 

H.  Slicer's  mo. 
nottozMdpe- 
tttloni. 


FMitioii     fiom 
N.    TeilE    on 


front 

If;r  *%rt*  on 
uayery. 

atanding  Com- 
nitteeon  Sl»*, 
tetf   app<riDt- 


N.  Toik  potl-* 
tioD,  lefored. 

Memorial  on 
•l&fBfy  from 
ftniagfield, 

Petition  on  alar 
▼ery  from  Fan 
Kirer. 


Fall  Hirer,  for 
Mjrtiiainilili 
oopacy.  ^ 

Memorial  from 
Wew-Bnghnd 


In  conformitj  with  tfae  rule,  the  President  caHed  for 
petitions,  memorials,  ^e.  The  Conferencea  were  called 
in  (Nrder  from  New- York  Conference. 

Dr.  Bangs  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Liberia  Con- 
ference in  Africa,  praying  the  appointment  of  a  Bishop  to 
have  specnl  superintendence  orer  that  section  of  tiki 
work.  Read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  £pis- 
copacj. 

On  motion  bf  H.  Slicer,  it  was  resolred,  *<Tbat  the 
member  presenting  a  petition  or  memorial  ehall  atate 
Ifriefly  the  subject  of  it,  and,  withont  being  read,  (nnlesa 
required,)  it  ritaQ  be  referred  to  the  appropriate  com- 
mittee.'* 

« ^  O.  Scott,  of  New-England  Conference,  presented  a 
petition  frpm  pexBoos  residing  in  the  city  of  New- York  in 
relation,  tp  the  use  of  spirituofis  liquors.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  ojs  Temperance. 

Also  a  petition  from  persons  residing  in  New- York  on 
'the  subject  of  slavery.  On  the  presenting  of  this  petition 
J.  Early  moved  the  appointment  oX  a  standing  Cdmmittee 
on  Slavery,  to  whom  sdl  papers,  petitions,  and  memorials 
upon  that  auliieet  dtaU  be  referred.  Adopted.  Ordered 
that  the  conynnttce  consist  of  twenty-eight  members,  one 
from  each  Ai^iiiifd  Conference,  and  appointed  by  t3ke  re^ 
spective  de)(egaAiQQs. 

On  mot^Qft,  tlie  petition  from  NewYoik  was  i«efeited ' 
to  said  conmitteie. 

J.  Merrill  pKescbited  a  mtoiorial  from  Springfield  on 
the  subject,  G^  alar^ry.  Referred  to  Ate  Gonunittee  on 
Slavery. 

P.,  Crand^lK  pretented  a  petition  on  lii»  subject  of 
slavery  from  ,FeH  River.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Slavery. 

Also  a  petition  from  Fall  River  praying  for.  a  moderate 
Episcopacy,  which  was  on  motion  read  and  referred  to 
theComi»i^S,^n;Kpipcopacy.  i 

A  memoK^,&9i9  t)|Q  New-England  GdnfiBrsnde  <kn  the 
subject  of '  slai^j^/ Wfli9  presented  \3j  O.  ^^ooft,  %hich 
was  on  motion/ j(i|iid  «iid  referred  tq/dJuebCkniknittee  on 
Slavery.  .        '  ,,.,•:  /.  .-./  mj*  ••'  J 


CeotgiB  1i$^tk  preft^iited  a  petition  from  skaixy 
teinistextt  and  ibeinbert  of  Oneida  Conference,  praying 
alteration  iii  ^  rtile  for  die  tHal  of  members.  OH  ipo- 
tioii,  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Itevisal  and 
iTiifinished  Bnsinesti. 

J.  Parker,  of  the  Genesee  Conference,  preieiited 
ia  i)etitioti  frokn  Co^ly,  Michigan  Conference,  on  the 
inibj^ct  of  alarery.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Slatery. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Bangs,  ^  Resolyed,  That  a  committed 
df  fiv^  be  appointed,  to  \irhoin  all  matters  relating  to  Sab;- 
bath  Schools  shall  b^  referred,  to  consider  bm  report 
Aereon." 

On  motion  oif  Dr:  Bangs,  "Resohred,  That  the  para- 
graph respecting  the  trial  of  a  superannuated  preacher, 
chap.  1,  sec.  18,  pa^e  6$,  be  amended  as  follows :  strike 
oat  all  after  the  word ''  member,^  and  indert  the  following : 
*'  He  shall  be .  hSsld  responsible  to  the  Annual  Confer- 
ence m  whose  bounds  he  resides,  who  shall  acquit,  sus- 
pend, locate,  or  expel  him,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  he 
were  a  member  of  said  Conference."  Referred,  to  the 
Committee  of  Revisal,  &c. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Bangs,  **  Resolved,  That  the  follow- 
ing be  inserted  in  chap.  1,  sec.  18,  under  question  4th; 
page  62,  after  the  first  proviso :  \  Prodding  also  that  if 
the  Bishop  presidids  in  an  Annual  Conference  where  any 
such  trials  are  had  dissent  from  said  Conference  respect- 
ing the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  accused  person,  he  shall 
have  the  privilege  of  referring  the  case  to  the  ensuing 
General  Conference  for  final  adjudication.^**  Also,  **  Re- 
solved, That  the  following  be  inserted  in  chap.  1,  sec.  20, 
p.  67,  at  the  close  of  answer  I  to  question  2 :  '  Provided 
that  if  the  presiding  elder  differ  in  judgment  from  the 
Quarterly  Meeting  Conference  concerning  the  ^it'or  in- 
nocence of  an  accused  local  preacher,  elder  or  deacon,  he 
shall  have  the  privilege  of  referring  the  case  to  the  ensu- 
ing Annual  Conference  for  final  adjudication.**'  Laid  on 
the  table  fbr  the  present. 

On  motion'  of  Dr.  Luckey,  it  was  resolved  to  reconstdeir 
ihe  vote  by  which  th^  resolution  offered  by  Dr.  Bangd 
proposing  a  change  in  the  rule  of  Discipline  fixing  the' 
Asponsibility  of  superannuated  preachers,  dec,  had  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal,  &c. 

The  resolution  was  then  on  motion  laid  on  the  table  for 
iiitare  action. 

On  motion  of  E.  R.  Ames,  the  Secretaries  of  Conference 
Wete  constituted  a  committee  to  have  such  documents 
pirinted  yf  niay  be  ordered  by  the  Conference!  . 

'On  motion  of  Dr^.^  Bangs,  resolved  to  insert' the  fbhow-' 
'ing  after  qaes.  8,  chap.  1,  sec.  3,  p.  23  :   <*  A  supernuUii!^^ 


Kiibtaz*  kik 
OneidJiCo^w 
iittonornS&> 


Oop>Sr,  Md 
Confawao, 
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teral!Qranc«t9 

iMpoMMBIV 
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CommttlM  oA 
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HMNUlltiOIl 
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J>r.  Bangs'  i»- 
•oliition  oto 
ftupernixmeta^ 
ty  preacher, 
who  tefaawt  to 
do  the  work 
Ihim. 


Laid  on  the  ta- 
ble. 


Comnittee  on 
Temperance  to 
examine  Joor^ 
nalB  oC  Confer- 


Befenedr 


Centenary 


Secretary  tead 


Secretariea  to 
furnish  pr<^ 
eeedOngs  of 
Cwrference  for 
ISmfsfflan  Ad- 
ycate  and 
Jlpomtl. 


Td  inTtte  Ber. 
Ifr.  lf«« 
preadi. 


nxj  preacher  who  refuses  to  fo  to  the  work  assigned  hint 
by  the  proper  authorities  of  the  church,  unless  in  case  of 
sickness  or  other  unavoidable  cause  or  causes^  shall  be 
considered  guilty  of  contumacy,  and  shall  not  be  allowed 
to  exercise  the  functions  of  his  office  or  ever  to  preach 
aoiong  us: — Neyertheless,  the  final  dete^ination  of  the 
case  shall  be  with  the  Conference  of  which  he  is  p, 
member,  who  shall  have  power  to  acquit  or  expel 
him,  as  the  case  may  be."  Laid  on  the  table  for  future 
action. 

.  On  motion  of  G.  Peck,  "  Resolved,  That  the  Commit- 
tee on  Temperance  be  instructed  to  investigate  the  jour* 
nals  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences,  in  order  tp 
ascertain  the  state  of  the  vote  upon  the  restoration  of  Mr. 
Wesley's  rule  on  the  sale  and  use  of  ardent  spirits^  and 
report  the  same  to  this  Conference  as  soon  as  possible."^ 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Temperance. 

On  motion  of  F.  E.  Pitts,  "  Resolved^  That  a  commit* 
tee  of  three  be  appointed  by  this  General  Conference,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  sum  total  of  the .  centenary 
funds  that  have  been  raised  throughout  our  bounds,  and 
how  they  have  been  appropriated,  together  with  any 
other  subject  connected  with  the  centenary  of,Met)u>d* 
ism." 

On  motion  of  H.  Slicer,  the  Committee  on  Centenary 
Subscriptions,  &c.,  were  instructed  to  report  the  amount 
subscribed  and  paid  in  each  Annual  Conference. 

The  Secretary  read  the  appointments  tor  preaching  on 
the  sabbath. 

.  On  motion  by  Dr.  Bangs,  the  Secretaries  were  requested 
to  furnish  the  Editor  of  the  Christian  Advoeate  and  Jour- 
nal with  the  proceedings  of  Conference  up  to  that  time» 
and  also  that  they  give  all  the  aid  to  other  Editors  of  pa- 
pers under  the  direction  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  to  obtain  the  account  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
body. 

.  On  motion  of  O.  Scott,  *<  Resolved*  That  thoi  committee 
to  superintend  the  appointments  for  preaching  be  requested 
to  get  Rev.  Mr.  Newton  to  preach  as  often  as  posaible 
during  his  stay  among  us.^  By  a  rising  vote  unanimoua^J 
adopted. 

On  motion.  Conference  adjourned  to  me^t  Monday 
morning,  half-past  eight  o'clock. . . 


MONDAY  MORNING,  MAY  4 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment, !  ^ 
in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  reading  a  portion  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  singing,  and  praycjr  by  Rev.  T. 
Crowder. 
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The  Preudeat  annoiiaced  the  followiiig  committees: — 
1.  ON  TH£  BOOK  CONC£BN. 

Maran  Richardson,  Wm.  F.  Raper,  %3?^LiiJ 

Samuel  K,  Hodges,  Chas,  Sherman,  B«*coBoeni. 

Jiao.  ^.  Adams,  Henrjr  Sheer,  ^ 

Thos.  Oiiewder,  Augustus  Bddy, 

David  A.  Shepherd. 

S.  COMMITTEE  ON  REVIfiAL  AND  UNFINISHED  BUSINESS, 

Tobias  ^S^pker,  S.  Higgins,  ^bISSHT  ^ 

Geo.  Harman,  Wnu  A.  Smith,  uniniaiMd 

Jas.  AFMahan,  Elihu  Scolt, 

Hooper  Crews. 

3.  COMMIT^l'EE  ON  MISSIONS. 

Samuel  Luckey,  Matthew  Sorio, 

John  F.  Wright,  Thos.  Johnson, 

Benj.  M.  Drdce,  Jonas  Dodge, 

Wm.  M.  Wightmmn. 

4.  COMMITTEE  ON  EXPENSES  OF  DELEGATEa 
CSias.  W.  Carpenter,  Bond  English,  Comiiftt6e  m 

Robt.  O.  Spencer.  ^S^,  ^ 

5.  COMMITTEE  ON  EDUCATION, 

Ignatius  A.  Few,  Robert  Paine,  ^m*^^  ^ 

Nathan  Bangs,  Geo.  Peck,  BflocaooB. 

John  Early,  Edwin  Dorsey, 

Henry  B.  Bascom,  Edward  R,  Ames,    . 

Wm.  C.  Larribee, 

.  6.  COMMITTEE  ON  TEMPERANCE. 
Jos.  S.  Tomlinson,  Jno.  Miller,  oommittee  m 

Peter  P.  Ssndford,  Geo,  W.  Walker,  Temperance. 

Ambrose  F.  Driskill. 

7,  eOMIGTTEE  ON  SABBATH  SCHOOLS. 

Fitch  Reed,  Jno.  Clark,  ^sTaSSoiT 

Moses  Brock,  Jno.  A.  Gere, 

Thos.  N.  Ralston. 

«.  COMMITTEE  ON  CENTENARY  SUBSCBIPTIONS. 
Jno.  T.  Mitchell,  Jno.  S.  Porter,  owmirfttee 

Geo.  F.Pierce.  sT* 

The  Comnuttee  on  Slavery  was  also  announced,  mud 
ccpsiste  of  the  foEowing  members,  viz/  :«^ 

N.  York,  N.  Bangs.  N.  H.,  J.  Templeton.       ^g^ 

N.  Eug.,  O.  Scott.  Troy,  T.  Spicer. 

Maine,     D.  B.  Randall.  Pitts.,  R;  Hopkins. 
2 
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"^  Erie,        J.  C.  Ayer*. 
B.  Riyer,  Squire  Chase. 
Oneida,     Geo.  Peck. 
Mich.,      J^  H.  Power. 
Gen.,        J.  Parker. 
Ohio,        L.  L.  Hamline. 
Mo.,         A.  Munroe. 
lU.,  H.  Crews. 

Ky.,  H.  B.  Bascom. 

bid.,         A.  Eddy. 

N.J., 


Secrttuiw*  re- 
.port  on  le- 
porter. 

Continued.. 

W.  Cftpen,  y 
Castte,  B.  C. 
Bailey,  T.  K, 
Catiett,    take 


Callfinr  memo'' 
dais,  fte. 


Address    Miss. 
Society. 


Befenred.^ 

M emozial  Miss. 
Society. 


Befeired. 

Motion  to  print 
lost. 


from 


cnsed 
TOtiny. 
Secretaries  to 
inri)ody  report 
to  Christian 
Adr.  and  Jonr. 


Memorial  from 
Webster  sta. 
on  slavery. 


HoL,  E.  F.  Setter. 

Tenn.,  S.  S.  Moody. 

Mi8».,  J.  M.  Holland. 

Ala.,  £.  V.  Levert 

Ga.,  G.  F.  Pierce. 

S.  C^  W.  M.  Wigbtmaa. 

N.  C,  J.  Jamiesoi^ 

Va.,  Wm.  A.  Smith. 

Bait.,  S.  BrisoD. 

Phihi.,  ^.,  Sorin. 
R.  W.  Petherbridge. 


A  report  was  made  by  the  Secretaries  in  leference  ta 
the  employment  of  a  reporter. 

On  motion  of  P.  P.  Sandford,  "  Resolved,  That  the  Se- 
cretaries make  further  efibrts  to  procure  a  reporter." 

Wm.  Capers,  of  South  Carolina  Conference,  Joseph 
Castle,  of  Oneida  Conference,  Rufus  C.  Bailey,  of  Maine 
Conference,  and  Thomas  K.  Catlett,  of  Holston  Confer* 
ence,  presented  their  eertificates  ef  election  as  delegates' 
to  this  General  Conference,  which  were  read,  and  they 
took  their  seats. 

The  President,  in  conformity  with  the  rule,  c^ed  for 
the  reports  of  committees,  memorials,  petitions,  &c. 

The  Conferences  were  called  in  order,  from  New-YoriK 
Conference. 

N.  Bangs  presented  an  address  hGm  the  Board  q/[ 
Managers  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Read  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Missions. 

S.  Luckey  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Board  of 
Managers  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  in  respect  to  the  office  of  the  Resident 
Corresponding  Secretary  of  said  Society.  Read  and'  re- 
ferred to*  the  Committee  on  Missions: 

Moved,  by  O.  Scott,  to  print  the  address  and  memorial 
from  the  Board  of  Managers' of  the  Missionary  Society  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.     Lost. 

By  a  vote  of  the  Conference,  N.  Bangs  was  excused 
from  voting  on  the  above  motion. 

On  motion  of  H.  Slicer, "  Resolved,  That  the  Secretaries 
imbody  the  address  and  memorial  from  the  Board  of 
Managers  of  the  Missionary  Society  in  their  reports  for 
publication  in  the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal.'^ 

New-England  Conference. — ^Jos.  A.  Merrill  presented 
a  memori^  from  Webster  station^  Massachusetts,  on 
the  subject  of  slavery.  Referred  to  the  Committee  00 
Slavery. 

New^ampshke  Conference. — ^Jared  Perkins  presented 
a  memorial  fro>m  members  of  the  New-Hampshire  Con- 
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fereUce  agaiiifli  the  rale  of  discipline  allowing  Annual 
Conferences,  in  certain  cases,  to  locate  their  members 
without  their  consent.  Ob  motion,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business.  Also,  a  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  the  New-Hampshire  Annual 
Conference  on  slaTery.  Read  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Slavery. 

Pittsburg  Conference.---^.  Cook  presented  a  commu- 
nication from  the  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Pittsburg 
Conference  Journal.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Book 
Concern. 

Oneida  Cottference, — Jonas  Dodge  presented*  peti- 
tions from  East  Cayuga  and  Speedville  circuits,  on  the 
subject  of  slavery.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Slavery. 

Geneeee  Conferenee.^-^G.  Filmore  presented  a  memorial 
from  Genesee  Annual  Conference  on  slavery.  Read  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  that  subject.  * 

J.  Parker  presented  a  petition  on  slavery  from  the 
Quarterly  Meeting  Conference  of  Victor  station.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

J.  Dodge  presented  memorials  on  the  subject  of  slavery 
firom  Ridgeway,  Palmyra,  Walworth,  and  Poultneyville 
circuits,  and  Newark  station.  Refured  to  the  Committee 
on  Slavery.  ^ 

Also,  petitions  praying  such  alteration  in  the  Discipline 
as  will  allow  the  Episcopaey  to  continue  a  preacher  in 
the  same  circuit  or  station  three  years.  Moved  to  refer 
said  petition  to  the  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy.  After 
discussion,  and  efforts  at  amendments,  which  failed,  it  was 
at  length  moved  to  strike  out  "  Episcopacy,"  and  insert 
'*  on  Revisal  and  l(Jnfinished  Business,"  which  prevailed, 
and  the  motion  thus  amended  was  adopted,  and  the  petition 
accordingly  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal  and  U|i- 
finished  Business. 

J.  Parker  also  presented  a  petition  of  the  same  chal^ic- 
ter  to  the  one  last  named,  which  received  a  similar  refer- 
ence. 

A.  N.  Filmore  presented  petitions  on  slavery  from  Me- 
dina station  and  Sweden  circuit,  Genesee  Conference. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

lUinois  Conference. — ^J.  T.  Mitchell  presented  a  resolu- 
tion of  Illinois  Conference  in  reference  to  the  boundaries 
thereof*    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Tennessee  Conference. --^John  B.  MTerrin  presented 
a  communication  from  the  Publishing  Committee  of  the 
South  Western  Christiian  Advocate.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Also,  a  petition  in  refeo-enoe  to  the  boundary  of  Tenne^ 
see  Conference. 
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For  dhrision  of 
Miisissippi 


Bait.  Coatev 
enco  on  edu- 
cation. 

On  New-Yoit 
Conf.    resolu- 


Coitf*    iwoltt- 
tion. 


Petition  of  J.  S. 
■  Taylor,   books 


Communication 
of  W.  Heath. 


'Memorial  from 
Afiica> 

New-England 
Conference 
boundary. 


fntitation  to 
B.  Newtem  to 
preach* 


Ukenets  of  B. 
Newton. 


Bpiaeopal 
oeaa. 


Ad- 


Bishop  Waug}i  banded  oref  seTeral  memorialB  and  po^ 
titions  on  th«  same  subject.  All  of  wkioh  were  Teferrdd 
to  the  Committee  on  BoondariM. 

Mississippi  Cairfersnce.-^B.  M.  Drake  presented  m  pe* 
titkolL  praying  for  a  division  of  the  Mississippi  Conferenee, 
and  the  formation  of  a  new  Conference  in  the  republic 
of  Texas.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

BaUimore  Coit/0r«nc»»-^Stephen  G.  Rosz^l  presented  a 
resolution  of  the  Baltimore  Conference  on  the  snfaject  of 
education.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education. 

Also,  a  resolution  of  the  Baltimore  Conference,  concur- 
ring with  the  New- York  resolutions,  asking  the  insertion 
in  the  Discipline  of  Mr.  Wesley's  rule  with  respect  to 
spirituous  liquors.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Tem- 
perance. 

Also,  a  resolution  of  the  Baltimore  Conference,  unani- 
mously dissenting  from  the  New-England  Conference 
resolution  in  regard  to  slavery.  Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Slavery. 

PhUadelpkia  ConfBrence.^^H.  White  presented  a  petitijon 
of  J.  S.  Taylor,  to  be  relieved  from  paying  for  books  lost 
al  sea^    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Bishop  Waugh  presented  a  comraunictftion  from  WU- 
liam  Heath.  On  motion,  read  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee  of  three,  to  report  thereon.  Also,  a  copy  of  a 
memorial  from  Africa,  heretoiore  presented  to  the  General 
Conference.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy. 

P.  Crandall,  by  general  consent,  presented  a^  petition 
from  the  New-England  Conference  with  respect  to  the 
boundary  thereof.  Referred  to.  the  Committee  on  Boun- 
daries. 

On  motion  of  Wm.  Winans,  "  Resolved,  That  thfe  Rev. 
R.  Newton  be,  and  hereby  is,  respectfully  requested  to 
preach  a  sermon  before  this  Conference  on  Wednesday 
next,  at  11,  A.  M." 

On  meition  of  W.  Winans,  ^'  Resolved,  That  the  commit* 
tee  appointed  to  superintend  the  appointments  for  preach- 
ing, have  announced  from  the  pulpits  nhat  this  church  wi}l 
not  be  open  for  admission  of  the  public  on  Wednesday 
next,  till  10  o'elock." 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Ban^s,  "  Resolved,  That  the  Rev. 
Robert  Newton  be,  and  hereby  is,  requested  to  permit  his 
likeness  to  be  taken  some  time  during  the  session  of  this 
Conference,  or^  if  more  oonvenient,  in  the  city  of  New- 
Y<Mrk,  «nd  that  the  expense  be  paid  by  the  Book  Agent.** 

Bishop  Waugh  announced  that  the  Episcopacy  were 
ready  to  make  their  Address  to  the  Conference.  On  mo- 
tion, the  Conference  requested  that  it  be  now  m^^. 
Whereiipon  the  Address  was  tead  by*  Bishdp  Watigh. 
(See  Appendix,  Document  A.) 
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.  After  giving  oat.iioUce9,  &e.  CaafeieDeei  on  mdtioii, 
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TUESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  5. 

Conference  met  puc$uaQt  ta  adjouraniettty  (Bishop  Mor- 
ris ia  the  chair,)  and  was  opened  with  reading  a  portion 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  singing,  apd  prayer  by  Rev.  P. 
Akers. 

The  President  announced  the  committee  on  the  oasis 
of  Wm.  Heath  to  consist  of  A.  Munroe,  Nicholas  White, 
and  Joseph  Castle. 

The  President  called  for  select  and  standing  commit* 
tees. 

J.  F.  Wright  presented  a  report  of  the  Agents  of  the 
Book  Concern  m  Cincinnati.  Read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

D.  Ostiander  presented  the  report  of  the  Book  Comimt« 
tee  of  New- York  in  relation  to  the  Book  Concern.  Read 
and  referred  to  the  Coxmnittee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

The  report  of  the  Agents  of  the  Book  Concern  in  New- 
York  was  read  by  Thos.  Mason,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Book  Concern. 

On  motion,  the  regular  ord^  of  business  was  suspended, 
to  hear  the  Address  from  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Connec- 
tion. AA6r  it  had  been  read  by  the  Secretary,  the  Rev. 
Robert  Newton,  representative  of  that  body,  addressed  the 
Conference  in  a  most  impressive  and  e^etive  manner, 
touching  on  various  points  of  the  deepest  interest  to  Me- 
thodism  throughout  the  world.    . 

On  motion  of  J.  A.  CoUinSy  "  Resolved,  That  we  hear 
with  the  highest  gratification  of  the  prosperity  of  our  bre- 
thren of  the  Wesleyan  Coni[ieotioa  of  Great  Britain,  and 
cordially  wel<;ome,  in  our  capacity  as  a  General  Go»fer- 
ence  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  to  our  affec- 
tions individoaUy,  th^  Hev.  Robert  Newton,  r^esentative 
of  the  Wesleyan  Connection  to  this  body." 

On  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  '^  Resolved,  That  a  committee 
of  three  be  appointed,  to  whom  to  refer  the  Address  of  the 
Wesleyan  Methodist  Connection." 

On  motion,  "  Resolved,  Tha^  the  Rev.  Rohett.  Newton 
be.  requested  to  furnish  a  cc^  of  the  Address  delivered. 
by  him  to  this  Conference,  for  publication." 

G.  Gary  presented  the  corticate  of  the  election  of  J. 
Dempster  as  a  member  of  thia  body»  which  waa  read,  and 
he  took  his  seat. 

The  report  of  the  Western  Book  Committee  was  read' 
by  L.  L.  Hamline,  and  refanred  tp  die  Committee  on  the 
Book  Concern* 
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The  certificate  of  B.  T.  Blake,  as  a  member  of  this  body, 
read. 

The  Conferences  were  then  called,  in  order,  for  memo* 
rials,  petitions,  &c. 

New-York  Conference^ — N.  Bangs  presented  a"memorial 
from  the  conductors  of  Sabbath  Schools. 

The  chairman  of  Committee  to  Superintend  the  Pulpits 
read  appointments  for  preaching. 

On  motion  of  Jno.  Early,  '^Resolved,  That  the  Rer. 
Robert  Newton,  representative  from  the  Wesleyan  Me- 
thodist Connection,  be  excused  from  filling  the  appoint- 
ment given  him  by  the  committee ;  and  that  said  committee 
be  requested  to  appoint  Mr.  Newton  to  preach  in  the  morn- 
ing at  11  o'clock,  in  the  different  churches,  as  often  as 
will  suit  his  convenience." 

D.  Ostrander  presented  a  petition  of  the  Quarterly 
Meeting  Conferences  in  the  City  of  New-Tork,  and  officers 
of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  inviting  the  General  Conference  to  hold  its  next 
session  in  that  city.     Laid  on  the  table. 

The  President  presented  a  communication  on  temper- 
ance from  several  gentlemen.  Read  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Temperance. 

O.  Scott,  of  the  New-England  Conference,  presented  a 
memorial  from  New- York  on  the  subject  of  temperance. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temperance. 

Also,  a  memorial  on  slavery.  Referred  to  the  Conmiitp- 
tee  on  Slavery. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  \Yin8tead,  Connecticut,  oa 
slavery.     Referred  to  the  committee  on  that  subject. 

New-England  Conference: — ^J.  A.  Merrill  presented  a 
memorial  from  SpHngfield,  Mass.,  praying  that  Presiding 
Elders  be  elected  by  Annual  Conferences. 

Moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal  and  Un- 
finished Business. 

W.  Winans  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  **  Revisal 
and  Unfinished  Business,"  and  inserting  "  Episcopacy,** 
which  was  admitted ;  and  in  this  form  the  motion  pre- 
vailed, and  the  memorial  was  referred  accordingly. 
»  Also,  a  memorial  of  the  same  character,  from  Webster, 
Mass.,  which  received  a  similar  reference. 

O.  Scott  presented  petitions  on  the  subject  of  slavery 
fiM>m  Lowell,  Gill,  Weymouth,  HoUiston,  Greenfield,  Nan- 
tucket, Charlestown,  Charlemont,  and  Brookfield,  Mass. ; 
and  from  Square  Pond,  Leyden,  and  Northfield,  Conn« 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Slavery. 

J.  Horton  presented  a  petition  on  slavery  from  Wesley 
station,  Lowell,  Mass.  Also,  a  petition  of  the  same  charac- 
ter from  Lurenburg.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Slavery. 

A.  D.  Merrill  presented  a  petition  from  members  of 
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^^Society  in  Pfovidence,  R.  Island,  on  slaveiy.  Referred 
(o  the  committee  on  that  sabject. 

Ji  Horton  presented  a  memorial  praying  that  Presiding 
Elders  be  elected  by  Annual  Conferences.  Also,  a  me* 
norial  from  Bloomtngsby,  praying  for  a  moderate  Episco- 
pacy. Both  of  these  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Episcopacy. 

E.  Robinson  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Presiding 
E14er  of  Calais  district,  with  respect  to  churches  and 
parsonages.     Referred  to  a  select  committee  of  three. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  Kentsbell  and  Greenfield  on 
slavery.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Also,  a  petition  from  Bartlett'on  slavery.  Refeicred  1o 
the  Committee  on  Slawry. 

New'Hafi^sMre  Confer^^ce, — Charles  D.  Cahoon  pre* 
eented  a  memorial  from  MontpeHer  district,  New-Hamp- 
nhire  Conference,  enggesting  that  explanatory  notes  be 
added  to  the  Discipline.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business. 

O.  Scott,  of  New-England  Conference,  presented  a  me* 
morial  from  Rochester,  Vermont,  on  slavery.  Referred 
to  the  committee  on  that  subject. 

E.  Robinson  presented  a  memorial  from  Famwoitli, 
New-Hampshire,  on  slavery.  Referred  ta  the  committee 
on  that  subject. 

Troy  dmferenee. — Charles  Sherman  presented  a  me- 
morial from  Garrettson  station,  Albany,  New-York ;  and 
also  a  petition  from  Luzerne,  on  the  subject  of  slavery. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

A.  Abel  presented  a 'memorial  on  slavery  from  Mid- 
dlebury,  Vermont.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

T.  Seymour  presented  memorials  from  Beikshipe  and 
Moore  circuits,  on  slavery.  Referred  to  the  Conmiittee 
on  Slavery. 

On  motion,  Conference  adjourned  to  meet  to-monow 
morning,  at  hali^past  eight  o'clock. 
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WEDNESDAY,  MAY  6. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  (Bishop  Ro- 
berts in  the  chair,)  and  was  opened  with  the  usual  rel^ioiw 
services  by  brother  Sandford. 

The  President  announced  the  following  committees : — 

1.  ON  THE  ADDRESS  OF  THE  WESLEYAN  CONNECTICHJl. 
Wm.  Capers,  Peter  Akers, 

John  Dempster. 

%  ON  CHUBCHES  AND  PARSONAGES. 

Btqihen  G.  Rosiel,  L.  L.  Hamline, 

Noah  Levingsu 


Committee    en 
Address    fion 


Committee 
chnrches    i 


P^l^  Caitwrigkt  to  takd  the  plaoeof  A.  MtmiM  in  A# 
committee  on  the  commuiiicatioii  of  Wm.  Hesdi. 

Elias  Bowon  in  pUee  of  P.  P.  SvuiSmA^  in  thte  Gom« 
mittee  on  Tempofanoe. 

The  Seeretariee  wove  avlhorizad  to  p«rehaM  a  book 

of  record^  and  other  articles  they  may  needr 

^tf^f  "2       ^  motion  of  S.  Luckey,  Conference  resoked  to  ana- 

mops*  '  Ad-  pend  the  regular  otder  of  business,  fm  the  pmrpose  of 

taking  up  and  disposing  of  the  Address  of  the  Bishops^ 

and  ci  hearing  addiresses  of  the  brethren  from  Canada? 

Whereupon,  he  moved  the  following  resolutions,  aU  ot 
which  were  adopted : — » 
^^ttoes  ^   >'  1-  Resolved,  That  so  much  ctf  the  Bishops^  Address  a» 
coMiAdi^'  '^^^^®^  ^  ^^®  subject  of  missions  and  the  missionary 
^'^'^^^        '"'  cause,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

2»  That  so  much  of  said  Address  as  relates  to  the  bbIk 
ject  of  education,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Edn- 
sation. 

3.  That  so  much  of  it  as  relates  lo  the  subject  ef 
strengthening  the  Episcopacy,  be  referred  to  the  C<Nn» 
nuttee  on  Episcopacy. 

4.  That  so  much  of  it  as  relates  to  the  subject  et 
davery  and  abortion,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Slavery. 

5.  That  so  much  of  it  as  relates  to  the  rights  and  pre-» 
logatives  ef  Annual  and  Quarterly  ^Conferences,  be  r^er- 

T'l  fed  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

^^  The  foUowing,  on  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  was  added  to 

the  above :- — 

6.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Address  as  relates  to 
the  manner  of  receiving  ministers  of  other  denominations^ 
be  referred  to  a  eommittee  <^  three,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon* 

On  motion  of  J.  Early,  it  was  resolved  as  follows : — < 
>    1.  That  so  much  of  ^e  above  Address  as  relates  to  the 
/  mode  of  trying  a  superannuated  preaeher,  living  without 

the  bounds  of  his  own  Conference,  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee  of  five. 

2.  That  so  much  of  the  Address  as  relates  to  local 
preachers,  be  referred  to  the  above  select  committee  of 
^e,  to  examine  and  report  thereon. 

3.  That  so  much  of  the  same  as  relates  to  the  Liberia 
Conference,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Epis- 
copacy. 

4.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  periodicals  published 
under  our  direction,  be  referred  to  the  Commi^ee  on  the 
Book  Concern. 

5.  That  80  much  of  the  Address  as  relates  to  the  course 
of  study  to  be  pursued  by  candidates  for  our  ministry,  be 
referred  to  a  special  committee  of  five. 


/(MfHd  if  Geumd  CmfmtmtVMk  Si 

O.  Scott  moved  that  five  hundi^  copiee  of  the  Ad&est  PkintiiwtiM^ 
of  jthe  Bishops  be  pnated  in  paiii{^ikt  forn,  for  the  use  of  ^SoJpLef. 
the  Conference.  Two  thousand  were  suggested,  in  {daee 
of  fire  hundred}  which  was  accepted  by  the  moyer.  After 
some  discussion  of  the  resolution  in  this  form,  it  waa 
funended  by  striking  out  two  thousand  and  inserting  five 
hundred. 

The  Rev.  Nelson  Reid,  the  oldest  travelling  preacher  Nebon  R«i4,  ot 
now  living  in  the  United  States,  being  in  the  Conferenee,    ^^*  ^^^^' 
though  not  a  member  of  the  body,  was  invited  by  Bishop 
Roberts  to  a  seat  in  the  altar.  ^ 

The  Rev.  Jos.  Stinson,  President  of  the  Methodist  jot.    Stiafon't 
Conlerenee  in  Uppet  Canada,  presented  a  certificate  of 
the  election  of  himself,  Rev.  Egerton  Ryerson^  and  Rev. 
John  Ryerson,  as  delegates  to  this  Conference,  and  de« 
livered  an  appropriate  iaddress. 

On  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  it  was  res<^ved : — 

'<  1.  That  the  document  presented  by  Mr.  Stinson  be 
referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  the,  Address  from  tbi 
Wesleyan  Methodist  Conference  ^as  referred,. to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

<<  2.  That  brother  Stinson  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  requeated 
to  furnish  a  copy  of  his  address  for  publication. 

"3.  That  this  Conference  has  heard  wi^i  unfeigned 
pleasure  and  gratitude  the  account  which  brother  Stinsoa 
has  given  of  the  present  state  and  jNTOspects  <^  Methodism 
in  Upper  Canada  *,  and  that  we  still  cherish  a  lively  iate* 
rest  in  the  spiritual  prosperity  of  that  flourishing  branch 
of  the  great  family  of  Wesleyan  Methodism." 

The  Rev.  John  Ryerson,  colleague  of  Mr.  Stinsoa, 
having    addressed    the    Conference,   on  motioift  of  N.    ^"^^ 
Bangs — 

'*  Resolved,  That  we  have  heard  with  lively  interest  the 
additional  statement  of  brother  Ryerson  respecting  thd 
state  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  in  Upper  Canada, 
and  request  him  to  furnish  a  copy  for  publication." 

The  Rev.  Wjn.  M.  Howard,  chairman  of  the  Lowet  Wm.  il 
Canada  District,  then  addressed  the  Conference ;  *^**  *^ 

Ait&t  which,  in  conformity  with  previous  arrangement,  Rom.  Newton^g 
Conference  adjourned,  to  hear  a  sermon  from  Rev.  Rdbeit    ^SS'^Jl' 
Newton,  delegate  from  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Cooftec^ 
tiotf,  to  meet  to-monow  morning  half-past  8  o'clock. 

THURSDAY,  MAY  7. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  opened 
with  religious  exercises  by  brother  Bowen,  (Bishop  Red- 
ding in  the  chair.) 

The  President  called  for  reports  from  standing  and  s^ 
loct  committees,  when  John  T.  MitcheU^  chairmaa  of  the 
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lUtolotkmfroin 
the  Cpnmiittee 
<m  Cent.  Sob- 
•crlptiaii. 


Call   according 
to  rale. 

■  Oommmicfttion 
from  Circle- 
▼ffleyOhioCon. 


Aioerican  Bilde 
Society. 


from     Robert 


PotltioiH,    me- 
moiUds,  dec. 


Gomniittee  on  the  Centenary  Subscription,  reported  the 
following  resolntipn,  which  was  read,  and,  on  motion, 
adopted,  viz : — 

''  Resolved,  That  the  delegation  from  each  Annual  Con- 
ference furnish  the  Committee  on  the  Centenary  Fund,  at 
as  early  a  day  as  practicable,  a  statement  of  the  amount 
subscribed,  and  the  amount  paid  to  that  fund,  in  their  re« 
spective  Conferences  ;  and  also  the  objects  to  which  that 
fund  is  to  be  appropriated,  and  the  proportion  to  be  ap- 
propriated to  the  several  objects." 

The  regular  call  for  petitions,  memorials,  &c.,  was  then 
made  by  the  chair. 

Bishop  Waugh  presented  a  communication  frOm  Circle- 
ville,  Ohio  Conference,  containing  eight  dollars,  for  the 
expense  of  delegates  to  the  General  Conference.  Refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Expenses  of  Delegates. 

Bishop  Waugh  also  presented  a  letter  from  John  S. 
Mitchell,  agent  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  request- 
ing the  General  Conference  to  give  their  official  sanction 
to. the  acts  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences,  and  re- 
commend to  our  people  to  co-operate  in  the  designs  of 
said  Society,  and  other  objects.  Referred  to  a  select 
committee  of  five. 

Also,  a  communication  from  Robert  Emory,  asking  per- 
mission to  use  such  documents  of  the  General  Conference 
as  will  aid  him  in  preparing  the  Memoirs  of  his  father,  the 
late  Bishop  Emory ;  and  that  a  committee  may  be  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  MS.  now  in  his  possession. 

On  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  the  request  was  granted,  and 
the  matter  was  referred  io  a  select  committee  of  three. 

The  following  papers  were  presented,  viz. : — 

Troy  Conference, — S.  Minor  presented  a  memorial  on 
slavery  from  Weybridge  circuit,  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

T.  Seymour  presented  a  petition  on  slavery  from  Shel- 
bume,  Vt.,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Slavery. 

Pittsburg  Conference. — Charles  Cook  presented  a  pe- 
tition from  the  Pittsburg  Annual  Conference,  respecting  a 
book  depository.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Book  Concern. 

H.  Kingsley  presented  die  appeal  of  Job  Wilson.  Laid 
on  the  table  for  the  present. 

Black  River  Conference, — O.  Scott  presented  petitions 
on  slavery  from  Oswego  and  Lewisville  circuits.  Refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.  * 

Oneida  Conference. — ^O.  Scott  presented  memorials  on 
slavery  from  Courtlandville,  Cazenovia,  and  Leyden. 
Rittferred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Michigan  Conference. — ^E.  H.  Pilcher  presented  a  me- 
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moiial  from  Quarterly  Meeting  Conferenee  of  KingKam, 
4m  slavery.  Also,  a  memorial  from  members  of  society 
in  the  same  circuit,  on  the  same  sabject.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Slavery. 

O.  Scott  presented  memorials  from  members  of  soci^ 
in  Plymouth  and  Wooster  circtiits  on  slavery,  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Genesee  Cw^erenee, — ^A.  N.  Filmore  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  the  Genesee  Conference,  requesting  a  division 
of  that  Conference.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries. 

Also,  resolutions  of  concurrence  in  the  New- York 
resolutions  on  Mr.  Wesley's  rule  relating  to  spirituous 
liquors.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temperance^ 

J.  Dodge  presented  a  memorial  from  Middleport,  Ct., 
on  slavery.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  the  same  circtiit,  asking  that  Pre- 
siding Elders  may  be  elected  by  the  Annual  Conferences. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  the  same  circuit,  asking  a  q^ode* 
rate  Episcopacy.  This  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Episcopacy. 

On  motion  of  John  Early,  it  was  resolved,  "  That  all  pe- 
titions in  refej^ence  to  the  appointment  of  presiding  elders 
and  a  moderate  Episcopacy  be  referred  at  once  to  the 
Committee  on  Episcopacy."  . 

J.  Dodge  presented  a  memorial  from  Middleport  circuit, 
praying  that  one  half  of  the  delegates  to  General  Confer- 
ence be  taken  from  the  laity.  After  discussion,  and  vari- 
ous efforts  to  procure  a  reference,  the  whole  subject 
was,  on  motion  of  M.  Sorin,  laid  on  the  table. 

Asa  Abell  presented  petitions  from  Liberty  and  Naples 
circuits  on  slavery.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  that 
subject. 

O.  Seott  presented  petitions  from  Seneca  Falls  upon 
slavery.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Slavery.  ^...y 

Also,  from  the  same  place,  a  petitiqn  praying  for  a  mo- 
derate Episcopacy,  and  another  praying  that  Presiding 
Elders  may  be  elected  by  the  Annual  Conferences  to 
which  they  belong.  Both  were  referred  to  the^ommittee 
on  the  Episcopacy. 

Ohio  Conference.-^G.  W.  Walker  presented  a  petition 
from  Urbana  with  respect  to  singing  in  churches.  Refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business. 

J.  F.  Wright  presented  a  communication  from  the  Ohio 
Annu&l  Conference,  praying  the  establishment  of  a  peri- 
odical adapted  to  femdes.  Referred  to  a  select  com-- 
mittee  of  five. 

O.  Scott  presented  memorials  from  Troy  and  Cincinnati 
on  slavery.     R^erred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 
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The  President  invited  brother  George  Fickertftgyof  tlie 

New«£aglaad  Conference,  one  of  the  oMest  tuveUiftg 

^  preachers  is  this  comury,  to  take  hia  seat  in  the  altas. 

Missouri  Conference, — Bishop   Wangh   peaeBted  the 

Amwai  of  sflaa  appeal  of  Sila»  Comlbrt,  of  the  Missouri  Goaference, 

Comfort.         wUch,  on  motion,  was  kid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

IlUnois  Conference, — S.  H.  Thooatpson  presented  a  me- 
Memorial  from  Hiovial  from  iesse  Hale,  asking  to  be  exonerated  from  a 
J.Hale.  4^^  i^parentiy  due  by  hiai  to  the  Book  Concem.    Re 

ferred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  CoDcem. 
Conference  for       Kentucky  Conference, — T.  N.  Ralston  presented  a  memifr- 
ift^inntedto  rial  from  the  Quarterly  Meeting  Conferences,  Louisville, 
Kentueky,  inviting  the  General  Conference  to  hold  its  next 
session  in  that  city.     Laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 
PotMona^  me-       Indiana  Conference. — O.  Scott  presented  «  petition  from 
moriaia,ftc.      Newport  on  slavery.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Slavery. 

Tennessee  Conference.-^TovnJtaia  E.  Pitts  presented  the 
petition  of  the  Presiding  Elder  of  Pans  District,  praying 
for  a  division  of  that  Conference.  Refenred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries. 

,  Bishop  Waugh  presented  the  petition  of  Wnh  Gillian, 
complaining  of  the  course  of  the  Presiding  Elder  of  the 
Nashville  District.  On  motion,  the  Conference  gave  ibe 
petitioner  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 

Bishop  Waugh  also  presented  the  memodal  of  F.  G« 

Ferguson  and  Thomas  W.  Randall,  asking  particular  at- 

,  tMHtion  to  the  Journal  of  the  Tennessee  Conference  at  its 

session  in  Somerville,  October,  1637.    Relerred  to  the 

Committee  on  the  Itinerancy. 

Bishop  Andrew  presented  a  petition  from  the  Quarterly 
Meeting  Conference  of  Hutchie  Circuit,  pra3riBg.  for  a 
diviskm  of  the  Tennessee  Conf^ence.  Referred  to  ^e 
Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Alabama  Conference, — Wm.  Murrah  presented  a  resolu- 
tion  of  this  Conference,  praying  that  the  Book. Agents 
BMy  be  instructed  .to  charge  interest  on  books  from  the 
time  they  are  received.  Relerred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Book  Concern.  Also,  resdutions  of  the  above  Con- 
ference, praying  for  the  adoption  of  some  plan  to  promote 
the  greater  usefulness  of  local  preachers,  zxA  the  moral 
and  religious  training  of  baptized  children.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revisal  ^c. 

Bishop  Waugh  presented  a  letter  from  William  Keanon 
respecting  a  debt  doe  from  the  late  Robert  S.  Kennon  to 
die  Book  Concern  at  New- York,  praying  the  General 
Conference  to  investigate  the  same.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Nnrth  CaroUna  Conferencc^-^Hez,  G.  Leigh  presented 
a  petition  from,  the  N<mh  Cardlina  Confecmice,  asking  the 
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Gendtal  Conference  to  authome  and  require  die  Biehc^ 
to  supply  the  station  at  RMiddi^  Macon  College  alter- 
iJMtely  fipm  the  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  Conferences. 
Referred  to  the  Committed  on  the  Episcopacy. 

Also,' a  resolution  instructing  the  Publishing  Committee 
of  the  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  Oenference  Journal  to 
use  all  proper  means  to  haye  that  paper  published  on  the 
same  terms  as  the  Southern  Christian  Advocate,  deferred 
lb  ^  Committee' on  ^e  Bocdc  Concern. 

Yirgima  Cwrf^remse, — Jdin  Early  presented  resolution^ 
fidmilar  to-  those  of  North  Carolina ;  and  they  were  refers 
9td  to  the  Committees  on  Episcopacy  and  Book  Concern. 

Also,  the  unanimous  non-concurrence  of  the  Virginift 
Conference  in  the  resolution  of  the  New^Engiand  Confer- 
ence on  slavery.     Referrsd  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Also,  the  non-concurrence  of  the  Virginia  Conference 
in  'the  New- York  Conference  resolutions  on  altering  our 
genoral  rule  with  regard  to  spirituous  liquors.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Temperance. 

Also,  the  concurrence  of  the  Virginia  Cottferencewi^ 
the  Ohio  Conference,  disapproving  of  drawing  on  the 
Book  Conoem  for  paying  the  expenses  of  delegates. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Expenses. 

T;  Crowder  presented  the  petition  of  the  Metiiodist  so- 
cieties, of  Richmond,  inviting  the  Qeneral  Conference  to 
bold  its  next  eession  in  that  city.     Liaid  onf  the  table. 

BMmore  C&n^ermce,^^!!,  Slicer  presented  a  resK^ntion 
of  this  Conference,  asking  leave  to  divide  tliemselves 
daring  the  ensuing  four  years,  under  the  direction  of  the 
presiding  Risihop,  if  a  mafjonty  deemed  it  erf^erA,  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

PkHaddphia  Conferenee, — ^Bishop'  Waugh  presentud  k 
communication  from.  J.  P.  Durfoin,  in  behalf  of  the  fa^ 
euky  of  Dickinson  CoHege,  praying  the  General  Confer- 
ence to  direct  the  Book  Agents  to  present* one  copy  of 
each  book  published,  or  which  shall  be  published  at  tlie 
Book  Room,  to  each  librdry  in  our  pliblic  seminaiies  and 
in.  enr-  colleges.  Referred  to  Committee  on  the  Boek 
Concern. 

B.  M.  Drake  and  William  Winans  theof  moved' to  take 
up  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  General  Coiiiference 
of  1836,  en  the  subject  of  publishing  a  theological  library. 
After  discussion,  on  taking  the  question,  the  resolution 
was  lost. 

On  motion  of  H^  Slicer  and  J.  Miller,  the  followin| 
-was  nnanimousty  adopted  by  a  rising  vote :  *'  Resolved  by 
the  members  of  (he  General  Conference,  in  Conference* 
assembled.  That  the  thanks  of  this  tMdy  are  due  lio  the 
Retr.;  JMiBVt  jNewtom  for  his  exoellont  «nd  appropriMe 
discourse  delivered  on  yesterday,  and  tibat  hebOf  and 
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hereby  is,  Tespeetiiilly  requested  to  fimush  a  copy  of  dot 
discouree  for  publication  at  the  Book  Room,  New- York." 

On  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  the  Committee  on  the  Bock 
Concern  were  instructed  to  inquire  whether  a  more  equi- 
table method  may  not  be  devised  for  the  distribution  of 
the  avails  of  the  Book  Concern  and  Chartered  Fund  among 
the  several  Annual  Conferences^  and,  if  so,  what  that 
method  should  be. 

William  A.  Smith  presented  a  paper  containing  instruct 
tions  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal,  and  proposing  sundry 
amendments  in  our  rules  of  Discipline.  This  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Revisal  and  Unfinished  Bum* 
ness. 

Bishop  Hedding  invited  William  Burke,  an  aged  tra^ 
veiling  preacher  of  the  Ohio  Conference,  to  a  seat  in  the 
altar. 

P*  P.  Sandford  offered  the  following  resolution,  "  Thai 
the  following  be  added  to  answ  1,  ques.  1,  sec.  5,  chap.  1, 
part  1,  page  29  of  the  Discipline:  'The  Bishops  may, 
when  they  judge  it  necessary,  unite  two  or  more  circuits 
or  stations  together,  without  affecting  the  separate  finan- 
cial interests  or  pastoral  duties  of  such  circuits  or  stations.'" 
It  was  moved  to  lay  this  on  the  table,  and  make  it  the  or^ 
der  of  the  day  for  to-morrow.  A  division  of  the  question 
was  called  for,  and,  beings  taken  on  the  first  part,  it 
was  laid  on  the  table.  The  question  recurring  on  the 
second  part,  to  make  it  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow, 
it  was  lost ;  so  the  resolution  lies  on  the  table. 

O.  Scott  offered  the  following  resolution :  "  Resolved, 
That  the  Committee  on  Revissd  be  instructed  to  inquire  ' 
into  the  expediency  of  giving  the  accused,  in  case  of  trial, 
a  voice  in  the  selection  of  the  committee  by  which  he  or 
she  is  to  be  tried,-rrand  also  inquire,  whether  the  society 
of  which  the  accused  may  be  a  member  ought  not  to  have 
some  voice  in  the  selection  of  the  committee,  and  report 
hereon. 

After  motions  to  lay  on  the  table  and  postpone  indefi- 
nitely had  been  offered  and  failed,  the  resolution  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Revisal  Committee. 

N.  Levings  <^ered  the  following,  which  were  referred : 

*'  1.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  and  report  on  the  expediency  of  so 
amending  the  Discipline  in  chap.  1,  sec.  9,  ques.  2,  ans.  7, 
page  42,  as  that  the  note  of  recommendation  of  our 
members  removing  from  one  circuit  or  station,  to  another 
shall  read :  *  A.  B.,  the  bearer,  is  an  acceptable  memb^ 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  C.,'  and  that  a  note 
be  given  to  persons  on  trial,  to  read  thus:  'A.  B..,  the 
bearer,  is  on  trial  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
C,  having  joined  — —  day  of  '  •    ■/ 
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*^%  That  the  above  committee  be  directed  to  ifujiiire 
into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  Discipline  as  lo 
hold  persons  who  remove  from  one  station  or  circuit  to 
another  responsible  to  the  society  from  which  they  re^ 
move  untO  tliey  have  united  elsewhere." 

On  motion  of  P.  P.  Sandford  and  N.  White,  it  was 
resolved, ''  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the  rule  of  Di^  ^ 
cipline,  part  1,  chap.  2,  sec.  4,  ahs.  to  ques.  2,  page  86,' 
as  to  give  discretionary  power  to  the  preacher  in  admit*- 
ting  persons  to  love-feasts  who  have  had  the  privilege 
twice  or  thrice." 

On  motion  of  R.  W.  Petherbridge  and  J.  S.  Porter  the 
following  was  adopted : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  several  Annual  Conferences  have  'JjJ*  ^[J*g*g 
the  privilege  of  presenting  in  rotation  any  proposed  altera-,  to  ^iSnmZ 
tion  in  the  Discipline."  ^^**^' 

Conference  then,  on  motion,  adjourned  to  meet  to-mor- 
row morning,  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 

FRIDAY,  MAY  6. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  aidjoumment,  Bishop  An- 
drew in^  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  religious  exer- 
cises by  brother  Early. 

The  President  announced  the  following  committees, 
namely  :— 

On  the  Mode  of  receiving  Ministers  of  other  Denom- 
inations:— ^Peter  P.  Sandford,  Charles  Cook,  William 
J.  Parks. 

On  the  Trial  of  Superannuated  Preachers  residing  with- 
out the  Bounds  of  the  Conferences  to  which  they  belong : 
— Robert  Paine,  J.  G.  Sanson,  Fitch  Reed,  Alnraham  D. 
Merrill,  William  Murrah. 

On  the  Course  of  Study  for  Candidates  :—r-LovidL 
Pierce,  John  Dempster,  William  B.  Christie,  Norval 
Wilson,  Levi  Scott. 

On  the  American  Bible  Socity  :<^— Noah  Levings,  Fre- 
derick Upham,  E.  H.  Pilcher. 

E.  W.  Stickney,  in  place  of  Joseph  Castle,  on  the 
Committee  in  the  case  of  William  Heath. 

Committee  on  the  Letter  of  Robert  Emory: — Joseph 
Holdich,  Edwin  Dorsey,  Manly  Tocher. 

On  Periodical  for  Females  :-^L.  L.  Haraline,  DavU 
Preston,  Chas.  W.  Carpenter,  George  F.  Pierce,  Rufus 
C.  Bailey. 

On  motion  of  E.  Robinson,  the  regular  order  of  business 
was  suspended  to  enable  him  to  offer  the  following  reso- 
tion,  viz. : — 

^  Whereas,  a  copy  of  the  Journals  of  the  Maine  Annual 


noiials,  Ac. 


JmurfuU  ^  Gmeral  Cm^mnce,  ISiO. 

Coaierence  has  n<^  b^eii  forwarded  to  thU  Conference,  as 
nequired  by  the  Discipline,  (see  chap.  1,  ,sec.  4,  page  25  j) 
and  whereas,  two  of  the  «tandii)g  committees  (viz.,  oa 
£piscopacy  and  Itinerancy)  fire  embairassed  in  the  pro^ 
secution  of  the  duties  assigned  them  for  the  want  of  sa^ji 
Journals ;  therefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be,  and  hereby  is,  aiir 
ihorized  to  request,  by  letter^  Rev.  G.  F.  Cox,  of  Pordand, 
Secretary  of  Uie  Maine  Conference,  to  forward,  forthwith, 
to  this  Conference,  said  Journals  of  the  Maine  Annual 
Conference,  or  a  copy  of  the  same ;  and  that  the  expense 
be  paid  by  the  Maine  Conference. 

£.  RoBIVSON^ 

M.  Hill." 

The  abore  resohitipn  wifs  adopted. 

The  cf^  was  then  made  according  to  rule,  and  the  foi- 
owing  papers  presented  and  referred,  viz. : — 
Jjj^^i^ao-  '  NenhEngUmd  Cof^erence. — P.  Crandall  presented  the 
resolution  of  this  Conference,  desiring  that  «uch  altera^ 
tion  may  be  made  in  the  Discipline  as  will  authorize  the 
Episcopacy  to  appoint  travelling  preachers  as  agents  of 
benevolent  and  literary  institutions. 

,  And  idso,  so  to  alter  the  Discipline  as  to  prevent  the 
Bi^K)p»  from,  transferring  a  preacher  from  one  Coher- 
ence to  another,  without  his  consent,  and  that  of  the  Coa- 
Inmioe  to^hiish  be  is  transferred. 

Both  the  above  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
EpifS^opacy. 

/  £.  W.  Stickney  presented  a  memorial  on  cdavery.   Re^ 
fened  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 
'  -'Mao,  a  petition  ist  a  chaise  in  the  mode  of  appoij^ting 
Pmoidtng  Elders. 
<  idao,  a  petiition  pra3iring  for  a  moderate  Episcopacy. 

The  two  last  were  referred  to  the  Conunittee  on  Epis- 
copacy. 

'  ^Also,  a  pi^ition  in  faiNKir  of  a  lay  delegation  •  to  the 
General  Conference. 

On  fuetion^  dns  was  laid  on  the  taUe. 

O.  Scott  presented  memorials  from  Lowell,  Hollis^a, 
fiijuare  Pondr  W^mouth,  Nantucket,  Charlemont,  Green- 
field, Gill,  and  Ipswich,  praying  for  a  moderate  Episco- 
pacy. Also,  memorials  fnxn  the  same  places,  in  refer- 
ence to  a  change  in  the  mode  of  appointing  Presiding 
fiMers.  Refetred  to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy. 
^  Also,  memouals  from  the  same  peaces,  and  from  North- 
field  and  Leyden,  praying  for  a  lay  representation  in  the 
48««Hral  Conference. 

M  Osti jBDti^&i^,  thcAe  petitiaDs  irere  laid  on  thOi^e  for  4l^ 
present.  .  - 

.  [  J/iA.  MjBnill'  prssaniod . »  nem^iisl  from  Wi^ibo^r,  on 
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"^e  subject  of  a  lay  delegation  in  th^  General  Conference.   PetiUons,  n^- 
.  Laid  on  tbe  table.  ™^*  *** 

,0.  Scott  presented  a  petition  from  Ipswich  on  slavery. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

P.  Crandall  presented  the  appeal  of  Daniel  Dorchester, 
of  the  New-England  Conference.  Laid  on  the  table,  and 
made  the  special  ord^r  of  the  day  for  Tuesday  next. 

Maine  Conference,— ^.  Robinson  presented  a  memorial 
from  Kentsville  and  Greenfield  circuits,  on  slavery.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.  ^ 

R.  C, Bailey  presented  a  memorial  from  Exeter  cff- 
<niit  on  slavery.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.  / 

Pittsburg  Conference. — C.  Cook  presented  a  communi- 
cation from  Allegheny  town,  desiring  the  General  ConfeT- 
«nce  to  hold  its  next  session  in  Pittsburg.  Laid  on  the 
table. 

F.  M.  Hudson  presented  petitions  from  several  travel- 
ling preachers  of  the  Pittsburg  Conference,  respecting  the 
division  of  said  Conference.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Boundaries. 

O.  Scott,  of  New-England  Conference,  presented  a 
petition  #om  Barnes vllle  circuit  on  slavery.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Slavery.  , 

Michigan  Conference. — H,  Colclazer  presented  the  re- 
solutions of  the  Michigan  Annual  Conference,  agreeing 
Tmanimously  with  tiie  New- York  resolutions  in  favour  of 
inserting  Mr.  Wesley's  rule  in  the  Discipline,  respecting 
spirituous  liquors.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Tem- 
perance. 

Also,  the  resolution  of  said  Conference  dissenting  from 
the  New-England  t^onference  resoljation  on  the  subject 
of  slavery,  by  a  vote  of  seventy-five  to  one. 

Genesee  Conference. — G.  Fitmore  presented  a  communi- 
cation from  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  asking  General  Conference 
to  hold  its  next  session  in  that  city.  Laid  on  the  table 
for  the  present. 

M.  Tooker  presented  a  petition  from  Canandaigua  cir- 
cuit, on  slavery.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

O.  9cott,  of  New-England  Conference,  presented  a  pe- 
tition from  tSeneca  Falls,  in  favour  of  a  lay  delegation. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

OMo  Conference. — ^J.  Young  presented  a  communica- 
tion respecting  the  Female  Seminary,  Worthington,  Ohio. 
Referred  \o  the  Committee  on  Education. 

J.  F.  Wright  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Western 
Methodist  IJistorical  Society.'  Read,  and  refened  to  a 
select  committee  of  three. 

Also,  a  petition  from  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  respecting  ih«r    * 
boundaries  of  the  Ohio  Conference.    Referred  to  the\  ,    ^ 

Committee  on  Boundaries.  \ 
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r»titk»sr  in*-       Missouri  Conference^ — ^Jesse  Green  presented  Ae  p»« 
'  ^^'     tition  of  R.  Aldridge,  praying  te  be  released  from  the  paj-' 
{pent  for  books  whieli  were  lost  on  conveyancer    Refer* 
red  to  the  Committee  on  Book  Concern. 

Indiana  Conference, — ^A.  'VV^iiey  presented  a  memorial 
from  Qnarterly  Meeting  Conference,  New-Albany,  inviting 
the  General  Conference  to  hold  its  next  session  in  the 
city  of  Louisville,  Kentucky.     Laid  on  the  table, 

£.  S.  Sevier  presented  a  resolution  of  Holston  Confer- 
ence, praying  that  Rev.  C.  Fulton  be  exonerated  from  a 
claim  held  against  htm  by  the  Book  Agents,  for  one  thou* 
sand  Almanacs,  which  did  not  come  till  near  the  close  of 
the  year  for  which  they  were  published^  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Boolf  Concern. 

North  Carolina  Conference. — H.  G.  Leigh  presented 
the  resolution  of  the  North  Carolina  Conierence,  non- 
concurring  in  the  New-York  resolution  in  favour  of  in* 
sorting  Mr.  Wesley's  rule  in  the  Discipline,  respecting 
spirituous  liquors,  by  a  vote  of  twenty-twe  to  twenty. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temperance. 

Also,,  resolutions  o(  said  Conference,  unanimously  dis- 
senting from  the  New-England  Conference  resolutions  oft 
slavery.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Baltimore  Conference. — ^N.  Wilson  presented  a  comrou* 
nieation  from  Rev.  T.  B.  Sargent,  member  of  the  Balti* 
more  Conference,  in  reference  to  an  appropriation  of  sixty 
dollars,  made  by  the  General  Conference  of  ISSG,  to  de- 
fray his  expenses  to  and  from  Cincinnati,  he  being  Assist- 
ant Secretary  of  that  body ;  which  act  of  the  Codference, 
.as  well  as  his  acceptance  of  the  money,  had  been  matters 
of  censure.  To  quiet  the  whole,  he  offered  to  refund  the 
amount,  principal  and  interest,  to  the  Book  Room,  and 
for  that  purpose  presented  a  check  on  the  Franklin  Bank, 
in  favour  of  T.  Mason  and  G.  Lane,  for  seventy-four  dol- 
lars and  forty  cents. 

It  was  moved  to  accept  the  amount,  and  pajy  it  over  te 
the  Book  Agents. 

Moved  to  lay  this  on  the  table.     Carried. 

N.  Bangs  then  offered  the  fotiowing  resolntion  : — 

_        **  Resolved^  That,  highly  appreciating  the  services  ef 

eeire  toTsjand  brother  T.  B.  Sargent,  this  Conference  decline  accepting 
Smmui'^to  ^  bis  offer  to  refund  them  the  money  paid  him  for  his  tra- 
velling expenses  to  the  last  General  Conference ;  and 
that  the  thanks  of  this  Conference  be  presented  to  him  for 
his,9ei:vices  as  Assistant  Secretary  to  the  General  Confer- 
ence of  1836." 

On  which  a  rising  vote  was  taken,  and  the  resolutioii 
•^iinanimbusly  adopted. 
~WMtm    bS/     ^'  Dorsey  presented  the  memorial  of  the  stewards  and 
wwtmon     I  Q(}^^^  ^  Westmoreland  circuit,  Baltiniore  CoaforoAee, 
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G^iniilainmg  of  tbe  action  of  the  Baltiniore  Annual  Confer- 
once,  in  refusing  to  elect  to  ordination  local  pMachen,  en 
the  single  ground  of  their  being  slaveholders. 

The  memorial  waa  readi  and  inefieetual  efforts  made  to 
piocur&  other  reference,  Aner  diseossion  it  waa,  on  mo- 
lion,  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  nine  to  consider 
and  report  thereon.   ^ 

Pkiladelplm  Cmferenca. — H.  White  presented  the  r»- 
a<dution  of  the  Philadelphia  Conference,  concurring  una- 
nimously in  the  N.  York  resolutions  in  favour  of  inserting 
in  the  Discipline  Mr.  Wesley's  rde  respecting  spirituous* 
liquors.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temperance. 

Also,  resolution  of  said  Conference  dissenting,  unanP 
aaously,  from  the  N.  £ngland  Conference  respecting 
slavery.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Also,  resolutions  respecting  c'entenary  subscriptions. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  pn  Centenary  Subscriptions. 

Also,  the  appeals  of  James  Smith,  sen'r,  and  Jamee 
V.  Potts,  of  the  Philadelphia  Conference.  Laid  on  the 
table. 

M.  Sorin  moved  to  refer  all  ike  acts  of  the  Annual 
Conferences  on  the  subject  of  slavery  to  the  committee  of 
nine  raised  on  the  petition  from  Westmoreland  circuit, 
Baltimore  Conference. 

Moved  to  amend,  by  referring  to  the  Committee  on  Itine- 
rancy. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on 
the  table,  which  prevailed. 

Jno.  Early  offered  the  followtng  resdulion : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  word  <  presiding'  be  stricken  out 
of  sec.  5,  and  laat  line  of  4th  answer  to  2d  question,  page 
29,  of  edition  of  1836," — which  was  read,  and,  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  mover,  was  laid  on  the  table  for  the 
present. 

On  motion  of  B.  M.  Drake, ''  Resolved,  That  after  Mon- 
day, the  1 1th  insty  ^is  Conference  will  receive  no  more 
petitions  or  memorials,  without  special  order."    Adopted. 

On  motion  of  S.  Luckey,  it  was  resolved,  ''That-  a 
committee  of  five  be  appointed,  to  whom  all  memorials 
and  petitions  on  the  subject  of  lay  representation,  the 
choice  of  Presiding  Eiders,  and  a  modification  of  the 
Episcopacy,  shall  be  referred ;  and  that  the  papers  on 
these  subjects  already  received,  and  referred  to  other  com- 
mittees, be  withdrawn,  and  referred  to  said  comnoittee."  ' 

On  motion,  the  papers  referred  to  in  the  above  resolu- 
tton  were  taken  up  and  referred  accordingly. 

On  motion  of  W.  Winans,  it  was  resolved,  "  That  thcj 
Committee  on  Reviaal  and  Unfinished  Business  be,  and 
hereby  are,  instructed  to  inqoibre  into  the  jMropriety  of  so 
eiqplainiag  chap«  2,  sec.  7,  let  answer  to. the  questkni. 
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/ 
^'  as  to  bannonize  tbe  administratioii  of  tlie  role,  and  re^ 
*    \   port."    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Reyibal  and  Unfixi- 
\  ished  Business. 

S<  Luckey  offered  the  following  resolution  :-^ 
/       "  Resolved,  That  the  2d  answer  to  the  3d  question,  4tk 
/  sec.  of  chap.  1  of  the  Discipline,  page  26,  be  amended  bj 
V. inverting  after  the  words  *  seamen,'  '  and  prisoners  in  our 
pablic  prisons,  and  chaplains  to  militarj  posts,'  so  as  to 
read, '  those  preachers  that  may  be  appointed  to  labour 
for  the  special  benefit  of  seamen,  of  prisoners  in  onr  pri- 
*8ons,  and  chaplains  to  military  posts.' "    Laid  on  the  table. 
On  motion  of  J.  Early,  the  resolution  adopted  yester- 
day, by  which  the  Annual  Conferences  were  to  be  called 
m  order  for  alterations  in  the  Discipline,  was  reconsidered, 
and  the  resc^ution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

£.  Dorsey  offered  the  following  resolution  : — 
**  Resolved,  That  the  attention  of  the  Committee  on 
Revisal  be  directed  to  that  part  of  our  Discipline  fonnd  in 
'  chap.  2,  sec.  7,  page  89,  which  provides  that  if  a  preacher 
shall  differ  in  judgment  from  the  majority  of  a  committee 
concerning  the  innocence  or  guilt  of  an  accused  person, 
he  may  refer  the  case  to  the  ensuing  Quarterly  Meeting 
Conference  ;  and  that  said  committee  be  instructed  to  itt-  . 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  rule  in  ques- 
tion as  to  secure  to  the  accused  person  the  right  of  appeal 
to  the  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference," — ^which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal  and  Unfinished 
Business. 
Ktap'reso-  N.  Bangs  offered  some  resolutions,  (see  page  43.) 
While  the  first  was  under  discussion  the  Conference  ad- 
journed, to  meet  to-morrow  morning  at  half-past  eight 
o'clock. 

SATURDAY,  MAY  9. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to   adjournment,  and   was 
opened  by  brother  Luckey. 
CommttteM  ap-       The  chair  announced  the  following  committees : — 
^^**"*^  On  the  Memorial  from  Westmoreland  Circuit : — Henry 

B.  Bascom,  Charles  Pitman,  Joseph  Lybrand,  B.  M. 
Drake,  F.  E.  Pitts,  Adam  Poe,  Samuel  Brison,  Charles 
Betts,  Sherman  Miner. 

On  Petitions  for  a  Lay  Delegation,  &c. : — ^William 
Winans,  Greorge  Gary,  Moses  Brock,  John  T.  Mitchell, 
William  C.  Lairabee. 

Reports  from  standing  and   select  committees  were 

called  for  by  the  President. 

nm  tieport  of       John  Early,  chairman  of  Committee  on  Epidoopacy, 

Bito.  Com.       Qis^^Q  ]|  report,  accompanied  with  resoluUons  adverse  to 

llie  memorial  of  the  Liberia  Annual  Coaference,  praying 
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ikte  apppiatment  of  a  Biahop  to  supennteBd  that  aection 
of  the  work,  but  requiring  one  of  the  Biahopa  to  viait  Af- 
rica, before  the  next  General  Conference. 
,  Bishop  Hedding  made  aome  remarks  in  allusion  to  the 
request  of  the  last  General  Conference  upon  this  subject, 
.and  desiring  that  final  action  upon  the  report  be  deferred 
until  the  Episcopacy  have  had  some  further  consultation 
respecting  the  matter.  On  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  the  re- 
p(»rt  was  laid  on  the  table. 

T.  Spicer,  chairman  of  the. Committee  on  Revisal,  made 
a  report  in  reference  to  certain  reports  of  the  Committee 
on  Revisal,  of  the  Conference  of  1836,  which  had  not 
been  acted  upon  by  that  body.     The  report  was  adopted. 

Also,  a  report  from  the  same  coron^ttee,  directing  a 
committee  of  trial,  as  in  case  of  other  immoralities,  to 
those  who  fail  in  business,  and  are  charged  with  be- 
liaTing  dishonestly,  in  addition  to  the  Committee  of  In- 
spection. 

After  the  rep(Hrt  had  been  read  by  the  chairman,  a 
motion  was  made  to  dispense. with  the  reading  <^  reports 
by  the  Secretary,  unless  called  for  by  the  Conference. 
It  was  moved  to  amend,  by  requiring  both  the  chairman 
and  Secretary  to  read  reports.  It  was  then  moved  to  lay 
the  motion  and  amendment  on  the  table,  which  prevailed. 

After  this  the  report  was  read,  and  on  motion  laid  on 
the  table  for  the  present. 

Also,  a  report  from  the  same  committee,  unfavourable 
to  such  change  in  the  Discipline  as  will  permit  the  Bishops 
to  continue  a  preacher  in  the  same  circuit  or  stadon  for 
three  years  successively.  The  report  was  read,  and  a 
motion  made  for  its  adoption,  which  elicited  considerable 
discussion,  pending  which  J.  A.  Collins  moved  to  amend 
the  report  by  sti^iking  out  the  following  words :  "  that  they 
have  taken  the  subject  into  consideration,  and  are  of 
opinion  that  the  time  has  not  yet  arrived  when  such 
alteration  would  be  advisable."  After  an  animated  de* 
bate,  the  amendment  was  adopted.  N.  Bangs  moved 
further  to  amend  the  report  by  striking  out  the  words, 
"the  most  talented  and  useful."  Carried.  The  report  as 
amended  was  then  ad<^ted,  and  reads  as  follows, 
namely : — 

''  In  our  (pinion,  the  present  plan  is  better  calculated 
to  diffuse  the  influence  of  our  ministers  more  generally 
among  our  people." 

Also,  a  report  from  the  same  committee,  concluding 
with  a  resolution,  requesting  the  Bishops  to  prepare  ex- 
pian«itory  notes  to  the  Discipline,  to  be  reported  to  the 
next  General  Conference.  The  report  was  read,  and  on 
motion  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present 

On  motion  of  John  Early,  it  was  resolved,  ^'  That  the 
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ito  ckairmen  of  committees  do  not  read  to  the  ConfStrenoe  t&e 
reai  npofU.     j^^^^^  presented  by  them." 

Blah.  Haddinf's       Bishop  Hedding  presented  a  memorial  complaining  of 

iSaraai^'^n!  certain  acts  of  an  Annual  Conference,  which  was  read,  and 

Befemd      to  referred  to  a  special  committee  of  five,  to  consider  and 

^^121^°*'^'**  °^  report  thereon.    On  motion,  this  committee  was  appointed 

by  nomination,  and  N.  Bangs,  W.  H.  Raper,  Geo.  Peek, 

John  Dempster,  and  John  Early,  were  severally  nomi-> 

nated  and  appointed.     On  motion,  Bishop  Hedding  waa 

respectfully  requested  to  make  to  the  above  committee 

the  communication  indicated  in  his  memorial. 

&BjwBon,  of       Bishop  Waugh  introduced  the  Rev.  Egerton  Ryerson 

of  the  Canada  Conference. 

On  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  the  regular  order  of  business 
was  suspended  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  resolntions 
heretofore  submitted  respecting  superannuated  preachers^ 
living  out  of  the  bounds  of  the  Conferences  to  which  they 
belong.  The  paper  was  taken  up  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Non-Resident  Superannuated  Travelling 
Preachea's. 
Regular  cau.  The  call  for  petitions,  memorials,  dtc,  was  then  renewed 

Petitions,  me-   .   New-England  Conference. — J.  A.  Merrill  presented  a 
moriaia,  *c.      petition  from  Duxbuiy,  Massachusetts,  on  the  subject  of 
slavery.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.     Also, 
a  petition  from  the  same  place,  with  respect  to  a  lay 
delegation  to  the  General  Conference.    Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Petitions  for  a  Lay  Delegation,  dz;c. 
'   F.  Upham  presented  a  petition  from  Fairhaven,  Mas- 
sachusetts, on  slavery.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Slavery. 
£.  W.  Stickney  presented  petitions  from  Provincetown, 
!  on  slavery.     Referred  to  the  committee  on  that  subject. 
Also,  a  petition  from  the  same  place,  praying  for  a  mode- 
rate episcopacy,  and  for  a  change  in  the  mode  of  appoint- 
ing presiding  elders.     Referred  to  committee  raised  on 
these  two  subjects. 
,     '  NevhHampskire  Canferenee.-^S.  Chamberlain  presented 
^  petitions  from  Kingston  circuit,  and  Sand  Town  station, 

praying  General  Conference  not  to  pass  any  rule  to  pre- 
vent the  investigation  or  discussion  of  the  subject  of 
slavery,  or  any  other  question  involving  great  moral  prin- 
^  ciples,  by  our  preachers  and  people.  Referred  to  the  Com- 

mittee on  Slavery. 

J.   Templeton  presented  a  memorial  from   Chelsea, 

'  Vertnont,  of  similar  character,  which  received  the  same 

reference. 

j.8ooii%iQped.       Also,  the  appeal  of  Jonas  ScOtt,  from  the  decision  of 

that  Conference,  by  which  be  was  located  without  hia 

consent.     Laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

PitMwrg  CoMforenee.-^C  Cooke  presented  a  resolution 
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§nm  tlm  Aimaal  Conference,  eoncimring  unaniiBOdshr 
with  the  Ohio  Conference,  mgatnet  diawing  on  the  Book 
Concern  for  defrsyhig  the  expenses  of  the  debgates  10 
the  General  Conference.  RpCerred  to  the  Committee  on 
Expenses^ 

Also  the  eoneinrrence  of  said  Conference,  fay  a  vote  of 
ninety  to  four,  in  favour  oi  Mr.  Wesley's  mle  on  spiiitii> 
ous  liquors.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Temperance. 

Also,  a  resolution  of  the  same  Conference,  dissenting 
by  a  yete  of  eighty-seven  to  five  from  the  New-England 
Conference  resolution,  on  like  subject  of  alaveiy.  Ro> 
Unred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Erie  Conference, — J.  Chandler  presented  the  unanimons 
concarrence  of  this  Conference  in  the  resolution  of  the 
Nev-York  Conference  on  Mr.  Wesley's  rule.  Reforred 
io  the  Committee  on  Temperance. 

Also,  the  non-concurrence  of  said  Conference  iil*  the 
New-England  resolution  on  slavery,  by  a  vote  of  eighty* 
six  to  three.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Also,  a  statement  respecting  the  Centenary  Fund  of 
that  Conference.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Cento* 
nary  Subscriptions. 

Bkusk  Rioer  Con/erenee.-^G.  Baker  presented  a  me* 
morial  on  slavery  from  MexiooviUe.  ^^ejred  to  the 
Committee  en  Slavery.  ^ 

Oneida  Conference. — Elias  Bowen  presented  two  me* 
morials  from  Madison  and  one  from  Morrisville  on  slavery. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Z.  Paddock  presented  petitions  from  New-Yorie  Mills, 
on  temperance  and  slavery.  Referred  to  the  approprial* 
commitees. 

Ohio  Conference. — ^J.  Young  presented  a  paper  relating 
to  the  Blendon  Young  Men's  Seminary.  Refenred  to  the 
CkMnmfttee  on  Education. 

Missmari  Conference. — A.  Munroe  presented  the  vote  of 
unanimous  non-concurrence'  in  the  New-England  resolu- 
tion on  slavery.     Referred*  to  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Indiana  Conference. -^C  W.  Ruter  presented  a  vote  of 
the  unanimous  concurrence  of  this  Conference  with  NeW* 
York  Conference,  on  the  insertion  of  Mr.  Wesley's  rule 
on  spirituous  liquors — seventy-nine  votes.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Temperance.  ;  Also,  the  unanimous  nbnr 
concurrence,  by  eighty-one  votes,  of  this  Conference  ia. 
the  New*£ngiand  Conference  resolntion  on  slaveiy. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Slavery. 

HolHon  Conference* — E.  S.  Sevier  presented  the  onanir 
mous  vote,  (forty-one  votes,)  in  concurrence  with  New*- 
York  Conference,  in  fovour  of  inserting  Mr.  Wesley's 
rule  on  spirituous  liquors.  Referred  to  Committee  on. 
Temperance. 
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^JgJ^  Nmo-Jemy  Ckmfirsnee.-S..  W.  Peihevfarid^  pMseoled 
'  the  concurrence,  by  a  yote  of  seFenty-six  to  four,  in,  the 
New-Yoik  resolution  on  Mr.  Wesley's  rule.  Referred 
to' Committee  on  Temperance.  ,  Also,  a  vote  of  unanimous 
dissent  from  the  New-England  Conference  resolution  cm, 
slareiy.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 
-^  N.  Bangs  mored  to  call  up  two  resolutions  respecting 
appeals  heretofore  submitted.  Ob  motion  they  were 
called  up,  and  referred  to  the  Revisal  Committee. 

On  motion  of  C.  W.  Ruter  and  £.  Bowen,  it  was  re- 
solved, **  That  so  much  of  the  Bishops'  Address  as  relates  to 
the  admission  of  members  into  our  Church  from  among 
other  denominations,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Mode  6f  receiving  Ministers  of  other  Denominations." 

On  motion  of  J.  A.  Collins  and  J.  B.  Houg^taling,  it 
was  resolved  to  instruct  the  Committee  on  Revisal  to  in«- 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  Discipline, 
(chap.  1,  sec  4,  ans.  2  to  ques.  3,)  as  after  the  word 
*^  superintendence "  to  insert,  '*  Provided  no  probationer 
in  an  Annual  Conference  be  appointed  to  any  college  or 
seminary." 

On  motion  of  R.  W.  Petherbridge  and  S.  Luckey,  the 
Committee  on  Revisal  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
'    expediency  ottering  the  probationary  term  of  a  travelling 
preacher  from  xwo  to  four  years,  (p.  38,  Dis.)    This  pro- 
posal was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  the  resolutions  of  brother  Luckey,  respect- 
ing the  contifiuance  of  preachers  in  military  statioqs  and  - 
o&er  cases  for  a  longer  period  than  two  years,  were  taken 
1^,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal. 

C.  Sherman  and  S.  Miner  submitted  the  following, 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal : — 

"  Resdved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal,  &c.,  be  re- 
qiiested  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  adding  the  fol- 
lomng  items  to  the  list  of  duties  of  those  who  have  charge 
ef  circuits.  Discipline,  sec.  9,  page  40. 

"  1.  To  enter  in  a  book  provided  for  the  purpose  the 
names  of  persons  admitted  on  trial,  with  the  date  of  such 
admission,  and  also  the  time  of  their  being  received  into 
full  membership. 

"2.  To  keep  a  regular  church  register,  consisting  of  the 
names  of  all  the  members  in  his  charge.  Of  admissions 
l^  certificate,  of  the  baptism  of  adults  and  of  children,  of 
removals  by  certificate,  of  deaths  and  expulsions. 

"  3.  To  enter  in  a  separate  book  the  names  of  persona 
joined  together  in  matrimony  by  himself  and  colleagues, 
With  accompanying  dales." 

'  Moved  by  the  same,  to  instruct  the  same  conamittee  on 
the  expediency  of  striking  out  from  Discipline,  sec.  3, 
p.  164,  under  the  question,  "  What  are  the  duties  of  stew-^ 
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aidaf  the  phnise,  ^to  register  the  marriages  sad  bap* 
tisms.'' 

On  motion,  Conference  adionmed  to  meet  Monday 
morning,  half«past  eight  o'cloeL 


MONDAY  MORNING,  MAY  11. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  was 
opened  by  reading  the  word  of  God,  singing  and  prayer, 
by  brother  James  M'Mahon.     Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair. 

6.  M.  Drake  presented  the  certificate  of  election  of 
John  M.  Holland  as  a  delegate  to  this  body,  which  was 
read,  and  brother  Holland  took  his  seat. 

The  chair  announced  the  following  committee  on  the 
memorial  of  the  Western  Historical  Society : — Joseph  S. 
Tomlinson,  Manly  Tooker,  John  A.  Collins. 

T.  Spicer,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Revisal,  pre- 
sented a  report  proposing  to  aipend  the  rule  requiring 
arbitration  between  members  of  our  church  concerning  the 
payment  of  debts.  Read,  and  laid  on  the  table  for  the 
present. 

Also,  a  report  recommending  sundry  specified  alterations 
in  the  Discipline.  Read,  and  laid  on  the  table  for  the 
present. 

On  motion  of  William  Capen,  Conference  resolved 'to 
suspend  the  resolutions  forbidding  chairmen  of  committees 
to  read  reports  presented  by  them,  to  enable  the  chairman 
of  Committee  on  Revisal  to  read  the  reports  of  that 
committee. 

The  President  called  for  memorizes,  petitions,  &c. 

Maine  Conference, — ^William  C.  Larrabee  presented  a 
memorial  from  Maine  Wesleyan  Seminary.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Book  Concern. 

New-Hampshire  Conference,-^! .  Perkins  presented  the 
concurrence  of  the  New-* Hampshire  Conference  in  the  re- 
solution '  of  the  New-England  Conference  concerning 
slavery.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.  Also, 
the  unanimous  concurrence  of  that  Conference  with  the 
New- York  Conference  on  the  restoration  of  Mr.  Wesley's 
role  on  spirituous  liquors,  one  hundred  and  thirteen 
voting  in  favour.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Tem- 
perance. 

Troy  Conference.-*^.  B.  Houghtaling  presented  reso- 
lutions of  unanimous  concurrence  with  the  New-Y<»rk 
Conference  on  restoring  Mr«  Wesley's  rule  on  spirituous 
liquors. 

Also,  the  non-concurrence  of  the  Troy  Conference  in 
the  New-England  Conference  resolution  on  slayery. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Blaek  Rher  Cof^erence, — Q.  Baker  presented  the 
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'  asd  that  the  agents  be  requested  to  farnish  it  to  cburches 

at  wholesale  prices,  which  shall  be  aa  low  as  it  can  be 
offered." 
Ml.  rowefs  J.  H.  Power  moved  the  following  substitute  for  the  first 

rabstitate.        resolution ;— "  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal 
be  instructed  so  to  alter  any  language  in  the  Discipline,  if 
necessary,  as  to  reconcile  any  apparent  discrepancies,  and 
recommend  any  other  alterations  that  may  occur  to  them 
in  their  examination,  in  any  part  of  the  Discipline  subject 
to  revisal,  so  as  to  lead  to  the  better  understanding  thereof 
and  to  harmonize  the  administration ;  and  report  the  same 
at  their  earliest  convenience  to  this  Conference." 
Krrtj^Min^       The  first  resolution  was  then  withdrawn  by  the  mover. 
-A  motion  to  lay  brother  Power's  resolution  on  the  table 
was  lost ;  and  the  question  recurring  on  the  original  reso- 
lution, it,  also,  was  lost.  . 
s«<x»d  '^*°^       ^^^  second  resc^ution  was  read,  and  amended.     It  was 
amonded,'^  then  divided,  and  adopted  as  follows  :— 
adopted.  u  Resolved,That  our  £ditor  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  instruct- 

ed to  prepare  a  more  perfect  index  to  the  Discipline  in 
alphabetical  order,  to  be  published  with  the  next  edition 
of  the  Discipline ;  and  that  the  Agents  be,  and  hereby 
are,  directed  to  publish  an  edition  of  the  same  in  a  12  mo. 
form,  with  a  large  and  clear  type,  for  the  use  of  churches 
and  old  people,  or  others  who  may  prefer  it,  and  that  the 
Agents  be  requested  to  furnish  it  at  the  wholesale  price  to 
Churches,  which  shall  be  as  low  as  it  can  be  afforded." 

C.  W.  Ruter  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Indiana  Con- 
ference, concurring  with  the  Ohio  Conference  in  relation 
to  the  expenses  of  the  delegates  to  the  General  Confer^ 
ence.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Expenses. 

J.  Perkins  presented  resolutions  of  the  N.  Hampshire 
Conference  dissenting  from  the  Ohio  Conference  in  the 
above  matter.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Expenses. 

J.  B.  Houghtaling  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Troy 
Conference  concurring  with  the  Ohio  Conference,^8  above. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Expenses. 

William  Winans  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Missis- 
aippi  Conference  respecting  an  alteration  in  the  rule  of 
Disciplute,  chap.  2,  sec.  8,  so  as  ^to  make  it  prohibit  the 
manufacture,  purchase,  or  sale  of  ardent  spirits,  except  iat 
medical  purposes.  Twenty-one  for,  and  twenty  against 
the  motion.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temperance. 

T.  Spicer  offered  three  resolutions,  proposing  amend- 
ments and  alterations  in  our  Discipline,  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal. 

When  these  had  been  referred,  L.  L.  Hamline  moved 
to  take  up  the  report,  laid  on  the  taUe  by  the  last  General 
Conference,  on  a  "  Theological  Library."  Moved  to  lay 
this  resolution  on  the  table;   and  while  this  motion  waa 
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pending)  the  Conference  adjourned,  to  meet  to-morrow 
morning  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 

TUESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  12. 

Conference  met,  pmrsuant  to  adjonmment,  Bishop  Ro- 
berts in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  religious  exercises 
by  brother  Winans. 

The  chair  announced  the  following  committee,  on  the  iiomaittee   oa 
communication  of  the  "  American  Colonization  Society :"    iSi«.^'^'*' 
John  Early,  Nathan  Bangs,  Glezen  Filmore,  John  F. 
Wright,  and  L.  L.  Hamline. 

Joseph  Holdich  was  released  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Letter  of  Robert  Emory,  and  Peter  Akers  appointed 
in  his  place. 

John  A.  Collins  was  released  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Historical  Society,  and  Edwin  Dorsey  appointed  in 
his  place. 

On  motion  of  H.  Slicer,  the  regular  order  of  business  ^KuSoi^"^ 
was  suspended,  to  enable  him  to  present  the  appeal  of 
William  Houston,  who  had  been  located  by  the  Baltimore 
Conference  without  his  consent.  The  appeal  was  then 
presented,  and  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  case  of  William  Heath. 

The  President  called  for  the  reports  of  standing  and 
select  committees. 

John  Early,  chairman  of  Committee  on  Episcopacy*,  ^rf^comnSSe 
presented  the  following  report,  which  on  motion  was  onBpiwopMy. 
adopted : — 

"  The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the 
North  Carolina  and  Virginia  Conferences,  pntying  the 
General  Conference  to  make  it  the  duty  of  our  superin^ 
tendents  to  supply  the  station  at  Randolph  Macon  College, 
alternately  from  these  Conferences,  have  had  the  same 
under  consideration,  and  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolution :  Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to 
grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners.  Respectfully  sub- 
mitted, John  Earlt,  Chairman. 

<*  BaUimare,  May  12,  1840." 

T.  ^picer,  chairman  of  Committee  on  Revisali  presented  *•▼**  *^»» 
ft  report  respecting  the  location  of  preachers  without  their 
consent ;  and  on  the  moral  and  religious  training  of  bap- 
tized children ;  which  was  read,  and  a  motion  made  for 
its  adopticm.  After  some  discussion,  and  amendment,  the 
report  was  adopted  as  follows :—  Adqp^d. 

''  The  Committee  on  Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business 
beg  leave  to  report.  That  they  have  taken  into  consideration 
the  memorial  dated  Sandwich,  July,  1839,  relative  lo 
amending  the  rule  respecting  the  locating  preachers  in 
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eerlwn  cases  witfaont  iheit  coos^u  Your  eommittae, 
afler  carefully  weighing  this  subject,  and  the  iaterests  of 
the  church  which  are  involved  in  this  matter,  have  come 
to  the  conclusioi^  that  bo  alteration  of  the  present  rule  is 
necessary. 

<<  Your  committee's  attention  was  also  directed  to  the 
moral  ^nd  religious  training  of  baptized  children  among 
us.  Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  no  farther  rale  mi 
this  subject  is  necessary." 

^pwjjrf  D.  On  motion  of  S.  Lackey,  Conference  suspended  the 
regular  order  of  business,  to  take  up  the  appeal  of  Rer. 
Daniel  Dorchester  from  the  decision  of  the  New*£ag^and 
Gonferenee  in  1839. 

The  record  in  the  case  waa  read  from  the  Jonmal  of 
the  New-England  Conference,  by  which  it  appeared  that 
Daniel  Dorchester  was  charged  as  follows : — 

chaigeaiidspe-       <<  Charge. — For  exceeding  the  powers  of  his  office. 

''***-"'^"  it  Spec^cation, — In  peremptorily  arresting  the  Quarterly 

Meeting  Conference,  on  the  evening  of  the  13th  day  of 
August  last,  in  the  midst  of  business  which  he  had  allowed, 
them  to  commence;  and  for  suddenly  and  unprecedentedly 
adjourning  the  Conference  contrary  to  the  express  wish  of 
ft  great  majority  of  the  Conference,  thereby  abridging 
them  in  the  exercise  of  their  privileges  of  an  associate 

body." 

The  President  permitted  the  appeal  to  come  bef<Nre  the 
Conference.  After  some  conversation  respecting  the  or- 
der to  be  pursued  in  attending  to  the  case,  on  motion  of 
William  A.  Smith, it  was  resolved,  '*  That  Brother  Dorchea^ 
ter  be  permitted  to  make  his  defence  himself,  or  by  aid 
of  counsel,  or  both,  as  he  may  choose."  Brother  Dorches- 
ter addressed  the  Conference,  and  had  proceeded  some 
time  therein,  when  the  Conference  adjourned,  to  meet 
libis  afternoon  at  three  q'clock. 

TUESDAY  AFTERNOON. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Bishop  Hed- 

ding  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  the  usual  religious 

exercises  by  brother  H.  G.  Leigh. 

jagija  4X  1^.      Cwdference  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  appeal  of 

""'®'*^*"'      Daniel  Dorchester,  who  further  addressed  the  Conference 

ie  his  defence.     The  reading  of  a  certain  paper  by  him 

-was  objected  to,  whereupon,  on  motion  of  D.  Ostrander, 

Cbnference  resolved  that  brother  Dorchester  have  leave 

^  to  read  that  paper";  or  any  other  he  may  wish.     Brother 

Dorchester  then  proceeded  with,  and  finished  his  address. 

Brocft^r  Crandaii,  Scott,  Merrill,  and  Stickney,  mem- 

ibera  of  the  delegation  from   New-England  Conference, 

each  addressed  the  Coafereace  in  reply  to  brother  Dor- 
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cliester,  and  in  d^fenc^  of  ^  course  purraed  by  the  New« 

England  Conference. 

Brother  Holdich  rose  in  behalf  of  the  appellvni;  but 
aignifying  his  preference  to  make  his  remarks  to-marrow, 
€k>nference,  on  motion,  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow 
morniog)  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  MAY  13. 

Conference  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Bishop  An^ 
drew  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  religious  exercises 
by  brother  William  H.  Raper.  ' 

The  President  called  for  reports  of  standing  and  select 
committees. 

Tobias  Spicer,  chairman  of  Committee  on  Revisal,  pre-  ReTttai,  No.  a 
Rented  a  report  on  a  course  of  reading  and  study  for  local 
preachers. 

This  wab  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  for  one  day,  in 
conformity  with  the  rale. 

Also,  in  favour  of  amendiiig  the  rule,  requiring  a  note  B«TiMi,ifo.f. 
of  recommendation  to  be  given  to  members  of  society  re» 
moving  from  one  circuit  or  station  to  another.     Disposed 
of  as  the  above.  «-^ 

On  motion  of  J.  A.  Collins,  the  report  of  the  Committee]  Refar.  lo  am. 
on  the  Judiciary,  of  1836,  in  relation  to  a  memorial  from!  westnMre^ttS 
Westmoreland  and  Lancaster  circuitis,  Baltimore  Confer-]  cixaiiL 
ence,  was  referred  to  the' committee  raised  on  the  memorial/ 
fiom  Westmoreland  circuit  to  this  Conference.  ^ 

Conference  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  appeal  of  ^^g^^J^  ^* 
Daniel  Dorchester,  of  the  New-England  Conference. 

Brother  Holdich  addressed  the  Conference  in  reply  to 
the  New-England  delegation,  and  in  behalf  of  brother 
Dorchester.  When  he  had  concluded,  various  proposip 
tions  were  made  for  the  disposition  of  the  case,  pending 
the  proceedings  on  which,  the  question  being  ndaed,  ' 

Bishop  Andrew  deeided  that  the  delegates  from  the  New^ 
England  Conference  are  not  permitted  further  to  discuss 
the  appeal.     From  this  decision  an  appeal  was  taken  by  . 

William  Winans,  and  on  the  question,  '*  Shall  the  decision 
of  the  chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  Conference  ?^ 
it  was  decided  in  the  affirmauve,  and  the  chair  sus^ 
tained. 

.  Brother  Ignatius  A.  Few  then  moved,  that  the  delegates 
from  the  New-England  Conference  be  not  permitted  to 
rote  on  this  appeal.  This  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the 
following  resolution,  offered  by  brother  Few,  was  adopted 
by  a  vote  of  one  htindrsd  and  twenty  yeas,  and  seyenteen 
nays,  namely : — 

**  Resolved,  That  the  decision  of  the  New-England  Con* 
ference  of  1839,  censuring  Rev^  D.  Dorchester,  aiidim 
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qniritig  him  to  pursue  a  different  course  in  fiiture,  be,  and 

the  same  .is  hereby  reversed."  '    • 

^SS^imaS^.  ^°  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Episcopacy,  with  respect  to  ordaining  a  bishop  for  Africa, 
was  taken  up.  The  report  was  read,  and  a  motion  to 
amend,  by  striking  out  the  letters  "  in,"  of  the  first  reso- 
lution, so  as  to  make  it  read  ''  expedient"  &c.,  was  made. 
The  motion  to  amend  was  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 
Bishop  Waugh  stated  that  the  superintendents  were  ready 
to  make  a  communication,  assigning  reasons  why  one  of 
^^"^for  not  *^®"^  number  had  not  visited  Africa,  in  conformity  with 
TisitingAfiica.  the  request  of  the  General  Conference  of  1836. 

On  motion  it  was  resolved,  That  Conference  will  now 
receive  the   communication.      It  was  read  by  Bidiiop 
Waugh,  and  on  motion  it  was  resolved,  by  a  unanimous 
rising  vote.  That  the  explanation  of  the  superintendents  is 
satis^ctory. 
The  report  was  resumed,  the  above  amendment  still 
^    pending.     A  further  amendment  was  proposed  by  brother 
Capers,  which  was  accepted  by  Dr.  Bangs.     On  motion 
this  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table.     After  some  dis- 
cussion of  the  proposal  to  strike  out  the  letters  "  in,"  Coa- 
^rence  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  morning,  at  half-past 
eight  o'clock. 

i  THURSDAY,  MAY  14. 

L.  Conference  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Bishop 
Waugh  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  reading  a  por- 
tion of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  singing  and  prayer,  by  Rev. 
Joseph  Lybrand. 

The  President  called  forreports  of  standing  and  select 
committees. 

i^oMiy  Re-  S.  Luckey,  chairman  of  the  Committee  <m  Missiouth, 
presented  a  report  recommending  sundry  amendments  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist 
£piscopfd  Church.     Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

oavity  Report,  y  "N.  Bangs,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Slavery,  re* 

^'^'  {XMTted  in  part,  that  that  committee,  at  present,  cannot  act 

on  any  of  the  subjects  referred  to  them  in  the  Bishops' 

Address  touching  the  acts  of  Annual  Conferences  on  the 

subject  of  slavery  and  abolitionism,  and  asking  to  be  dis- 

'  ;      charged  from  the  further  consideration  of  all  such  miatters 

as  properly  come  before  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 
A  motion,  by  H.  G.  Leigh,  to  recommit  to  the  Committee 
on  Slavery,  prevailed. 

RbvM  report,  r  T.  Spicer,  chairman  of  Committee  on  Revisal,  reported 
in  part,  on  transposing  and  re-arranging  certain  portions 
of  the  Discipline.  Moved  by  W.  Winans  to  recommit  the 
report  to  committee,  with  instructions.    After  discussion,  it 
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was  moved  to  ky  tins  on  the  table.    Carried,  and  the  re* 
port  itself  was  then  laid  on  the  table. 

T.  Spicer,  from  the  same  committee,  submitted  a  repcHt  ^fg^  "^^^ 
respectiDg  the  trial  of  local  preachers,  which  was  read  by      ^*  ^ ' 
the  chairman,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

T.  Spicer,  from  the  same  committee,  also  made  a  report  No. ». 
respecting  the  rule  of  Discipline  relating  to  the  admission 
of  strangers,  or  persons  not  members  of  our  church,  into        ^ 
Il>ve*fea8t8.'    Read  by  the  chairman,  and  laid  on  thd 
table. 

John  Early,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Com* 
omnication  of  R.  R.  Gurley,  Secretary  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society,  preseitfted  a  report,  which  was  read, 
and  a  motion  made  for  its  adoption.  Moved  to  lay  it  on 
the  table.     Lost. 

A  division  was  called  ftnr,  so  as  to  take  up,  in  connected 
order,  the  resolutions  appended  to  the  report.  The  first 
resolution  was  read,  and  while  under  consideration,  a  mo- 
tion was  made  to  reconsider  the  vote  laying  the  report 
on  the  table,  which  prevailed ;  and  then,  on  motion,  the 
report  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for  Monday  next 

M.  Richardson^  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Book  Concern,  presented  a  report,  which  was  read.  It 
was  moved  to  lay  the  report  on  the  table.  Lost. .  A  mo* 
tion  was  then  made  to  adopt  the  report.  A  division  was 
called  for^  and  the  first  resolution  was  read  and  adopted* 
The  second  resolution  was  read.  S.  Luckey  moved  to 
amend  it  so  as  to  make  it  read,  **  that  the  Book  Agents  be 
directed,"  &c.  Carried ;  and  the  resolution,  as  amended, 
was  adopted.  The  third  resolution  was  tead.  T.'  Spicer 
moved  to  amend,  so  as  to  read,  '<  that  the  Book  Agehtabe 
directed,"  &c.  Prevailed.  It  was  farther  amended  by 
striking  out >'  him,"  and  inserting  *<  J.  S.  Taylor."  P.  P. 
Sandford  moved  to  insert  the  word  '<not,"  before  thd 
words  ''  to  release."  B.  M.  Drake  moved  to  lay  this  mo« 
lion  on  the  table.  Carried.  S.  Luckey  moved  to  amend, 
by  inserting  the  words,  "  in  case  he  dM  order  more  than 
fifty  dollars'  worth  of  books."  On  motion,  this  was  laid  on 
the  table.  The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  then  adopted^ 
The  fourth  resolution  was  xead.  J.  S.  Tomlinson  moved 
the  following  as  a  substitute,  '*  That  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Conference,  the  Book  C<mcem  has  no  just  claim  against 
Jesse  Hale."  B.  M.  Drake  moved  to  lay  the  substitute 
on  the  table.  Lost.  The  sobstitute  was  then  adopted,  TomUmoii't 
and  the  resolution  in  this  form  prevailed.  The  fifth  reso-  ■a»»titnte  car- 
lotion  was  read,  and  adopted.  The  sixth  resolniaon  was 
read.  N.  Bangs  moved  to  amend  fay  inserting  ''or  pa« 
tronage ;"  an  amendment  fay  L.  L.  Hamline,  to  insert  the 
word  **  chartered"  before  ^  seminaries/'  was  ndanittisdk 
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rabftitute. 


J.  S.  Tomlinson  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  {m^ 
adding  the  words,  "  whose  charters  secure  to  onr  chnrcA 
permanent  control  and  management  over  them.*'  While 
this  was  pending,  William  Winans  offered  a  substitute  for 
the  whole,  namely : — ''  Resolved,  That  upon  any  board  of 
trustees  of  any  college  or  seminary  of  learning  making  a 
satisfactory  showing  to  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York,  or 
Cincinnati,  that  the  institutions  under  their  care  are,  by 
their  charters,  ]^ced  under  the  permanent  contnd  or  pa- 
tronage of  any  Annual  Gonfereince  or  Conferences ;  the 
said  Agents  shall  sell  a  copy  of  each  book  on  the  General 
Catalogue  of  the  books  published  by  them  at  fifty  per  cent, 
discount,  and  shall  furnish  all  such  institutions  a  copy 
each  of  all  the  periodicals  published  under  the  direction 
of  the  General  Conference." 

Professor  Holdich  addressed^  the  Conference ;  but  be- 
fore concluding,  the  Conference  adjourned. 


Win.  WtauuM* 
Mit«titote,&c., 
withdrawxi,  to 
giTe  way  for  a 
soteUtote    br 


FRIDAY,  MAY  15. 

Conference  met  according  to  adjournment,  Bisbdp  M or* 
ris  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  reading  a  portion 
of  the  Holy  Scripture,  singing  and  prayer,  by  Rev.  T. 
Stringfield. 

On  motion  of  J.  A.  Collins,  it  was  resolved  to  suspend 
the  reguliv  order  of  business,  to  take  up  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  which  had  been  partly 
acted  upon. 

The  resolution  offered  by  W.  Winans,  as  a  substitute 
for  the  sixth  resolution  of  the  committee,  was  still  pend«< 
ing.  Efforts  were  made  to  amend  it ;  but  the  whole  was 
withdrawn,  to  make  way  for  a  subsUtute  offered  by  R. 
Paine  in  the  following  words,  namely : — 
-  *?  Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  and 
Cincinnati  be,  and  hereby  are,  directed  to  furnish  for  cash 
to  each  of  the  colleges  and  other  literary  institutions  under 
the  control  and  patronage  of  any  Annual  Conference,  a 
copy  of  all  the  books  included  in  the  Greneral  Catalogue 
of  books  published  by  the  Book  Concern,  at  fifty  per  cent, 
discount  on  retail  prices;  and  to  furnish  to  said  in- 
stitutions all  our  periodicals  gratuitously ;  pravidedf  that 
on  application  for  said  books,  the  Annual  Conference  in 
which  such  institution  may  be  located  shall  forward  a 
certificate  that  it  is  under  their  control  and  patronage,  and 
promises  permanent  and  extensive  usefulness.'* 

Moved  to  lay  on  the  table.    Lost. 

The  substitute  then  passed,  and  in  this  form  the  sixth 
resolution  was  adopted. 

The  seventh  resolution  was  read,  and  adopted  ;  as  wa» 
9kt0  the  eighth,  with  a  sdi^t  verbal  alteration.    The  re- 
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|N>it  in  wbole,  as  amended,  waa  then  adopted,  and  reads 

as  follows,  namely : — 

"  The  Committee  on  the  affairs  of  the  Book  Concern 
heg  leave  to  present  the  following  report  (in  part)  The 
committee  have  had  under  consideration  the  application 
of  Rev.  C.  E.  Fulton  to  be  released  from  a  claim  (for  one 
thousand  Almanacs)  held  by  the  Book  Agents  against 
him ;  and  beg  leave  to  present  the  following  resolution : 

**  1.  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Book 
Agents  to  release  said  Fulton  from  the  said  claim. 

^'  The  committee  have  also  had  under  consideration  the 
memorial  of  Rev.  R.  Aldhdge,  asking  to  be  released  from 
a  claim  for  books  which  sunk  in  the  river,  and  beg  leave 
to  offer  the  following  resolution : — 

'*  2.  Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  be  directed  to  re- 
lease said  Aldridge  from  ^e  above  claim. 

*'  They  have  had  under  consideration  also  the  application 
of  Rev.  J.  S.  Taylor  to  be  released  from  a  claim  for  books 
which  were  lost  by  shipwreck;  and  they  beg  leave  to 
offer  the  following  resolution : — 

'*  3.  Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  be  directed  to  re- 
lease J.  S.  Taylor  from  said  claim. 

'*  They  have  had  under  consideration  also  the  application 
of  Rev.  Jesse  Hale,  to  be  released  from  a  daim  held 
against  him  by  the  Book  Agents  for  books,  which  yoor 
committee  think  were  charged  to  him  at  retail  prices  i 
from  this,  and  other  considerations,  your  committee  are 
induced  to  offer  the  following  resolution : — 

'*  4.  Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  be  directed  to  re- 
lease said  Hale  from  the  above-named  claim,  principal 
and  interest. 

'*  They  have  had  under  consideration  also  the  application 
of  William  Kennon  to  release  the  estate  of  R^  L.  Kennon 
from  a  claim  held  against  it  by  the  Book  Agents,  and  beg 
leave  to  offer  the  following  resolution: — 

'*  5.  Resolved,  That  in  the  judgment  of  your  committeet 
the  papers  in  this  case  should  be  referred  to  the  Book 
Agents  at  New- York  for  investigation,  who  shall  forward 
them,  with  all  the  information  to  be  gathered  from  their 
books,  to  the  Alabama  Conference,  which  shall  have  power 
to  settle  the  claim. 

"  The  committee  have  had  under  consideration,  also, me- 
morials relating  to  the  supply  of  books  and  periodicals  to 
our  colleges  and  seminaries,  and  beg  leave  to  offer  the 
following  resolution : — 

"  6.  Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  and 
Cincinnati  be,  and  hereby  are,  instructed  to  furnish  Unf 
cash,  to  each  of  the  colleges  and  other  literary  institutions 
under  the  control  and  patronage  of  any  Annual  Confer*, 
ence,  a  copy  of  all  the.  books  included  in  the  Gieaera): 
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Catalogue,  at  iifty  per  cent,  disconnt  on  retail  prices ;  and 

to  furnish  said  institutions  ^  our  periodicals  gnctuitottslj ; 

provided,  that  on  application  for  said  books,  the  Annual 

Conference  in  which  such  institution  may  be  located  shall 

forward  a  certificate  that  it  is  under  their  control  and  pa« 

th>nage,  and  promises  permanent  and  extensive  useful-" 

ness. 

(te  dunge  ^       «  The  committee  have  had  under  consideration,  also,  the 

ciiri>tiiur  Ad.  change  of  the  form  of  the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal, 

•adjouniaL      ^j^^  ^^^  propriety  of  admitting  advertisements  into  that 

paper,  and  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  resolution : — 

"7.  Resolved  unanimously,  That  it  be  continued  in  ita 

present  form,  and  that  advertisements  be  not  admitted. 

s.  christiui  Ad-       «  Your  committee  have  had  under  consideration,  also,  the 

affairs  of  the  Southern  Christian  Advocate,  and  beg  leave 

'  to  offer  the  following  resolution* — 

''  8.  Resolved,  'Hiat  its  condition  is  prosperous,  and 
that  its  publication  be  continued. 

*' Submitted,  M.  Richardson,  CJudmum, 

''Baltimore,  May  13,  1840." 

Reports  from  standing  and  select  committees  were 
'     "^  called  for. 

Report  on  re-  R.  Paine,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Superannuated! 
^Dnmnmt^  Preachers,  made  a  report  in  favour  of  changing  the 
poreachen.  responsibility  of  superannuated  preachers  from  the  Con- 
ference of  which  they  are  members  to  the  Conference 
in  whose  bounds  they  reside.  And  also  in  reference  to 
supernumerary  preachers  who  refuse  to  do  the  work  as- 
signed them  by  the  bishops.  Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 
^SSLS^Ji,^  ^'  ^-  Hamline,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Memo- 
rials  to  establish  Periodicals  for  Females,  presented  a  re- 
port, which  was  read.  Moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table.  Lost* 
A  motion  was  made  for  adoption.  The  first,  second^  and 
third  resolutions  were  adopted.  The  report  in  whole 
was  then  adopted,  as  follows : — 

*'  The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  resdntione 
of  the  Ohio  Annual  Conference  on  the  subject  of  '  esta- 
blistiing  a  periodical  for  females  beg  leave  to  report — 
That  in  forming  a  conclusion  in  regard  to  the  propriety  of 
establishing  such  a  periodical,  it  becathe  necessary  to  in- 
quire into  the  wants  of  the  church  and  the  feasibility  of 
file  enterprise. 

"Under  the  first  inquiry,  the  committee  would  remind 
the  Conference  of  the  fact,  that  periodicals  of  a  specific 
character  find  adaptation  have  become  common,  and  that 
the  M.  E.  Church  has  in  this  respect  fallen  in  with  the 
customs  and  taste  of.  society.  Magazines  for  youth  and 
children  are  multiplied,  and  Methodism,  ever  willing  te 
ad6pt  whatev^  appliances  for  moral  good  may  come  in 


ilodica]  for  fB- 


hex  way,  has  seised  this  means,  and  uses  it  with  good  .^riSSTfctK 
^xUectt 

"  But  periodicals  desigoed  especially  for  females— 4or 
the  mothers  and  daughters  of  the  land — are  also  mid* 
tiplied,  and  much  of  the  pefiodical  literature  of  the  day, 
whether  for  entertaioment  or  for  edifioation,  is  specifically 
adapted  and  dedicated  to  &e  ladies.  And  the  commits 
tee  regret  to  have  ii  to  urge  as  a  matter  of  fact  on  the 
attention  of  the  Conference,  that  a  great  portion  of  this 
literature  is  of  a  Ught  and  triyial  character.  Many  of 
those  whp  contribute  to  it,  aim  not  to  proride  aliment  for 
the  understaading,  but  food  for  a  morbid  appetite.  An 
antidote  is  needed.  And  although  there  are  graver  peri« 
odicals  for  females,  yet  there  are  none  in  these  United 
States  which  inculcate  the  pure  doctrines  of  Qod's  wool 
as  held  and  deemed  important  by  our  Church.  .  It  has  be^ 
come  customary  for  opulent  American  families  to  take  at 
least  one  such  periodical ;  and  it  seems  to  the  committee  of 
high  importance,  that  in  a  religious  community,  containing 
«igbt  hundred  thousand  souls,  one,  at  least,  blending  if  pos* 
sible  the  theology  of  the  Bible,  as  inculcated  byMethodismt 
with  the  attractions  of  a  chastened  literature,  should  be 
placed  within  the  reach  of  our  female  members. 

*'  And  this,  the  committee  believe,  can  be  done  without 
even  the  hazard  of  pecuniary  loss;  or  of  curtailing  die 
circulation  of  any  existing  periodieal  of  the  church.  Oiur 
book  establishments  furnish  peculiar  facilities  for  its  ao« 
complishment,  iaasmnch  as  the  mechanical  apparatus  of 
those  establishments  wpuld  answer  in  part  for  that  pur« 
pose,  and  probably  no  addition  to  the  corps  editorial  would 
be  necessary.  The  committee  are  convinced  that  the 
contemplated  publica^n  may  be  so  located  as  not  to  eur* 
tail  the  circulation  of  our  exisjtiog  periodical.  Look,  tot 
^nstan<;e^  at  the  great  west  Almost  one  half  of  our  white 
members  dwell  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi.  Our  p^e* 
tiodicals  in  pamphlet  form  have  no  circulation  of  miy 
value,  either  for  pecuniary  or  moral  purposes,  in  that  vast 
region.  There  the  field  is  broad,  and  populous,  and  in- 
viting for  this  publication. 

"  in  favour  of  locating  it  there  the  committee  deem  it 
proper  to  suggest,^ —    . 

. "  First.  That  no  Conference  periodical  in  pamphlet 
form  is  published  west  of  the  mountains. 

"  Second.  No  periodical  for  females  is  published  is  aU 
the  west,  except  a  small  magazine  by  a  minister  of  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church  in  Cincinnati,  and  'The 
Ladies*  Universalist  Magazine'  in  Northern  Ohio. 

**  Third,  Female  education  is  exciting  unprecedented 
interest  in  the  westi  anji  conventions  and  colleges  of  teach^ 
e»  are  disoassiag  it  with  extreme  earnestness  and  neaL 
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*<  Fourth.  Roflmn  Catholics  are  taking  a  most  anxious 
part  in  these  discussions,  and,  as  the  foster.parents  of  female 
mind  And  sentiment,  spare  no  pains  in  endeavouring  to 
sway  popular  opinion  and  direct  public  action  on  this 
subject.  In  view  of  all  the  facts  the  committee  beg  leave 
to  recommend  to  the  General  Conference  the  adoption  of 
the  following,  viz. : — 

"Resolved  by  the  General  Conference  of  the  M.  E. 
Church, 

^\FirsL  That  it  is  expedient  to  establish  a  religious 
periodical  for  the  benefit  of  females. 

<*  Second.  That  the  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  authoriz^  to  commence  the  publica- 
tion of  such  a  periodical,  as  sobn  as  in  their  opinion  and 
in  the^  judgment  of  the  Cincinnati  Book  Committee  there 
will  be  sufficient  patronage  to  sustain  it. 

"  Third.  That  the  periodical  aforesaid  shall  be  in  pamph- 
let form,  shall  be  issued  monthly,  and  the  amount  of  mat- 
ter and  the  subscription  price  of  each  yearly  volume  shall 
not  exceed  those  of  the  Methodist  Magazine  and  Quarterly 
Review. 

"  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

"  L.  L.  Hamline,  Chairman.'* 

D.  Ostrander  offered  a  resolution  concerning  trustees 
and  official  members,  who  claim  the  right  to  control  the 
pulpits,  and  refuse  to  receive  the  preachers  sent  by  the 
prc^r  authorities  of  the  church,  or  to  permit  them  to  oc- 
cupy the  churches  or  parsonages.  Read,  and  on  motion 
laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  the  Conference  resolved  to  take  up  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy,  in  relation  to 
the  appointment  of  a  Bishop  for  Africa.  Amendments  to 
the  report  were  proposed  by  N.  Bangs  and  J.  Early, 
which  were  read,  and  it  was  moved  to  recommit  the  re- 
port. Carried.  The  proposed  amendments  were  then 
referred  to  the  committee. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  G.  Filmore : 
"  Resolved,  That  in  the  first  answer  to  ques.  1,  sec.  2, 
part  1,  page  155  of  the  Discipline,  the  words,  *  and  with 
firee  seats,'  be  stricken  out ;  also,  that  the  fourth  answer 
to  the  same  question  be  stricken  out."  Read,  and  oa 
motion  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Churches  and 
Parsonages. 

S.  Luckey  offered  the  following  resolution :  "  Resolved, 
That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  whether  any, 
and  if  any,  what  provision  can  be  made  for  the  hearing 
and  trial  of  appeals  from  the  decision  of  Annual  Confer- 
ences, the  trial  of  complaints  against  the  Bishops,  and  all 
other  executive  business  now  done  by  the  Genend  Coor 
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f^tenee,  more  feeqaently  than  once  in  fonr  years,  and  to 
report  tbereon.  Read,  and  the  question  being  on  its  adop- 
tion, it  was  rejected. 

On  motion  of  B.  O.  Plimpton,  it  was  resohed,  That  the  ^Jj  ^  ^ 
Committee  on  Revisal  be  invited  to  consider  the  propriety 
of  substituting  the  word  "instrumentality"  for  that  of 
"preaching,"  as  found  in  book  of  Disoij^e,  chap.  l,see. 
10,  page  46,  third  item.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revisal.     . 

N.  Bangs  was  excused  from  serving  on  the  Committee  Br. 
raised  on  Bishop  Hedding's  Address,  and  D.  Ostrander    I^HSJm 
was  appointed  in  his  place. 

A.  Monroe  moved  to  call  up  the  appeal  of  J.  V.  Potts.  ^JJS^'^  f  ^* 
Carried ;  and  on  motion  thj9  appeal  was  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for  Tuesday  next. 

T.  Spicer  offered  a  resolution,  proposing  to  rectify  a  ^^^  ^  ^^ 
typographical  error  in  the  18th  Article  of  Religion, 
found  page  15  in  Discipline,  by  inserting  the  words, 
"of  the  love,"  after  the  word  "sign,"  at  the  end  of 'the 
first  line ;  for  which  W.  Winans  offered  the  following 
substitute : — 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  General  Confer* 
ence,  that  the  omission  of  the  wtvds,  *  of  the  love,'  in  the 
18th  Article,  is  a  typographical  error,  and  that  they  should 
be  restored  by  the  Editor. of  the  General  Book  Concern." 
Accepted  by  the  mover  of  the  original  resolution. 

O.  Scott  moved  to  amend,  by  inserting  the  following  a  SooU's  n» 
words,  "  and  also  the  substitution  of  the  word  *  or'  tot    JSit.  ^  ** 
^and,''  in  the  general  rule  on  slavery."     Lost,  and  the 
above  substitute  was  adopted.  ^ 

G.  Feck  moved  to  call  up  the  appeal  of  Silas  Comfort. /s-Oomfoit'sap- 
Carried ;  and  the  appeal  was  made  the  order  of  the  day/  ^**^* 
for  to-morrow,  (Satuiday.)  /^ 

Conference  then  adjourned,  to  meet  to-morrow  morning 
at  half^ast  eight  o'clock. 

SATURDAY,  MAY  16. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Bishop  Ro- 
berts in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  reading  a  portion 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  singing  and  prayer,  by  brother  S. 
K.  Hodges. 

The  journal  w^  read,  and  0.  ^cott  moved  to  amend  it  o.  sootri  pro 
by  inserting  the  words,  "  it  being' understood  to  be  a  ty-  ^JS^""*^ 
pographical  error,  but  the  evidence  of  this  fact  not  being 
satisfactory  to  the  Conference,"  to  come  after  the  word 
"  slavery,"  in  the  amendment  moved  by  him  to  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Conference  directing  the  Editor  of  the 
General  Book  Concern  to  restore  the  words,  "  of  the  love," 
in  the  18th  Article  of  Religion.     (See  Journal  of  Friday.) 
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At  fint,  the!  motion  to  unend  the  jonmal  preytiled ;  \M 
the  Tote  WB8  reconsidered,  and  tliereupoi}  the  amendjaneiit 
•  was  withdrawn  by  the  mover. 

The  President  called  for  reports  from  standing  and 
select  committees.     W.  Winans,  chairman  of  the  Com- 
taiittee   on  Itinerancy,  presented  the  following  report, 
accompanied  with  a  resolution  :— 
J^rtrfCOTi.       "  The  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  to  whom  was  referred 
^  '    the  memorial  of  Rev.  H.  Bartlett,  a  superannuated  preacher 

m  the  New- York  Conference,  complaining  that  his  claim 
'         upon  the  funds  of  said  Cmiference  had  been  withheld,  beg 
leave. to  report: — 
H.  Baiti0tt»ti  **  That  as  brother  BartleU  is  a  superannuated  preacher  in 

^*^*  the  true  sense  of  (he  Discipli|ie,  and  as  such  had  a  valid 

claim  to  his  proportion  of  the  Conference  funds,  which 
*  claim  he  had  never  relinquished ;  it  is  the  opinion  of  your 
committee  that  the  action  of  the  New- York  Conference  in 
the  premises  was  incorrect.  Your  committee  therefore 
respectfully  submit  the  following  resolution:  That  the 
^  New-York  Conference  had  no  right  to  withhold  from  Rev. 
H.  Bartlett  his  disciplinary  claim  upon  the  Conference 
ftmds,  as  a  superannuated  preacher ;  and  tha^  said  Confer- 
ence ought  to  refand  the  same. 

«  W.  Winans,  Chaiman." 

Read,  and  on  motion  adopted. 

Rm^tfromfhe       J.  Early,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy, 

JJjJJ^J^/*  presented  a  report  in  reference  to  appointing  travelling 

preachers  to  agencies  in  benevolent  and  literary  institutions, 

which  was  read,  and  as  it  was  accompanied  with  a  reso- 

{ lution  proposing  to  alter  a  rule  of  Discipline,  it  was  laid 

on  the  table  for  the  present. 

.  Also  the  following  report,  accompanied  with  a  resolu- 
tion, viz. : — 
<^>fagag»ntog  "  The  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy,  to  whom  was  refer- 
''***^'  red  the  memorial  of  the  New-England  Annual  Conference, 
praying  the  General  Conference  to  add  the  following 
clause  to  our  Discipline,  viz. :  *  A  Bishop  shall  have  no 
authority  to  transfer  a  member  of  one  Conference  to 
another  Conference,  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of 
said  member,  or  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  a  ma- 
jority of  the  members  of  the  Conference  to  whiph  it  is 
paroposed  to  transfer  said  member,'  have  had  the  same 
under  consideration,  and  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolution : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  memorialists  he  not 
granted.        Respectfully  submitted, 
V  "John  Earlt,  Chairmm. 

"May  16,  1840." 

.   Read,  and  on  motion  adopted. 
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On  motion  of  D.  Ostrander,  the  Conference  resolved  to 
ftuspend  the  regular  order  of  bneinese,  to  take  up  the  ap- 
peal of  Sjlaa  Comfort.  ' 

The  appeal  was  taken  up.    A  letter  from  the  appellant  '^SSSroit.^'  ** 
was  read,  as  were  also  the  journals  of  the  Missouri  Con- 
ference, in  relation  to  the  case.  / 

Bishop  Roberts  decided,  that  the  appeal  ought  not 
to  be  entertained  by  the  General  Conference.  Moved 
by  Ezra  Robinson,  that  the  appeal  be  entertained. 
Carried.  ^ 

G.  Peck  appeared  as  representative  of  the  aj^UantJ  Qeo.  Peck  ip- 
and  addressed  the  Conference  in  his  behalf,  and  in  favonrl  ffSjS?^^"*  *^ 
of  the  appeal.    A.  Monroe,  T.  Johnson,  and  J.  Green,( 
delegates  from  the  Missouri  Conference,  followed  in  reply,  \ 
and  argued  to  sustain  the  decision  of  the   Conference  \ 
in   the  premises.     G.  Peck  responded,  and  concluded  ( 

^fl^^rgUinegl  in  h^jhajf  nf  thg  ftppel^ijt  '        ^) 

^*^S.  6.  kosxel  offered  the  following  resolution : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  decision  of  the  Missouri  Confw- 
ence  in  the  case  of  Silas  Comfort  be  sustained." 

W.  Winans  offered  the  following  substitute  :•*— 

<*  Resolved,  That  the  decision  of  the  Missouri  Confer* 
ence,  in  the  case  of  S.  Comfort,  finding  him  guilty  of 
mal-administration,  be  and  hereby  is  i&rmed,  and  so 
much  of  the  decision  afooresaad  as  passes  the  character  of 
S.  Comfort  without  censure  be  and  hereby  is  reversed"-^  \ 

which  was  admitted.  ]^ 

The  resolution  being  before  the  Conference  in  this  form,  '. 

a  division  was  called  for.    The  first  part  was  then  ifead,  \ 

and  gave  rise  to  considerable  disoussion,  pending  which» 
the  second  part  of  the  resolution  was  withdrawn  by  the 
mover.  ' 

After  a  protracted  debate,  Conference  on  motion  re-  Yriaivot^. 
solved,  that  the  question  be  now  taken  on  the  resolution    \ 
before  it  in  the  following  words :— *  \ 

"  Resolved,  That  the  decision  of  the  Missouri  Confer*     \  . 

ence,  in  the  case  of  fS,  Comfort,  finding  him  guilty  of  mal*      \  1 

administration,  be  and  hereby  is  affirmed;" — ^and  being       \  j 

put,  the  resolution  was  rejected.  So  the  Conference  re^^  I  / 
fused  to  affinn  the  decision  of  the  Missouri  Conference  in  J  j 
the  case  of  Silas  Comfort.  '•"'^       / 

On  motion,  Conference  adjourned  to  meet  on  Monday 
morning.  May  18,  at  half-past  eight  o'clock.  * 

MONDAY,  MAY  18. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Bishop 
Hedding  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  reading  a 
portion  of  the  Scriptures,  mnging  and  prayer,  by  £.  W. 
Sticksey.  « 
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MtBwuptiBd'       p,  Crandall  moved  to  suspend  the  regular  order  of  bo- 
siness  to  enable  him  to  present  some  memorials.    Carried. 
,  *c.  /      Whereupon  he  presented  a  memorial  from  Ne w-Bed- 
'    ford  on  the  subject  of  slavery.    Referred  to  Committee  on 
Slarery. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  Providence,  with  respect  to 
baptized  children.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Sabbath 
Schools. 

H.  B.  Bascom  presented  three  papers  from  the  Rev. 
•  H.  H.  Kavanaugh  of  the  Kentucky  Conference,  on  the 
propriety  of  increasing  the  allowance  to  our  ministers. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

O.  Scott  presented  petitions  from  Penn  Yan,  New«Toik, 
on  slavery.     Referred  to  the  committee  on  that  subject. 
^       The  President  called  for  reports  from  standing  and  se- 
,  lect  committees. 
recdTi^       P.  P.  Sandford,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  that  sub- 
T^QioQipT  J®c^9  presented  a  report  with  respect  to  the  manner  of 
<*»«*«■•         receiving  ministers  and  members  of  other  religious  de- 
nominations into  our  ministry  and  membership.     Read, 
and  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

W.  Winans  offered  the  following  resolution  : — 
ites^tion    to       "  Resolved,  That  in  order  to  bring  protracted  debates 
muqoBt^L*   to  an  orderly  termination,  the  President,  when  he  shall  ^ 
believe  jthat  the  debate  has  proceeded  to  sufficient  length, 
shall  submit  the  question,  '  Shall  the  vole  on  the  main 
question  now  be  taken  V  when,  if  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers voting  shall  so  decide,  the  main  question  shall  be 
immediately  taken  without  further  debate :  but  if  a  ma- 
jority of  the  members  do  not  decide  to  vote  on  the  question, 
the  President  shall  not  again  ask  for  the  taking  of  the 
•main  question  till  after  four  speeches,  two  on  each  side, 
shall  have  been  made." 

When  about  being  put  to  vote,  a  division  was  ealleid  for. 
'     The  iSrst  part  was  read ;  immediately  after  which,  J.  A. 
Collins  moved  the  following  substitute  for  it : — ^*  It  shall 
b^  in  order,  during  the  discussion  of  a  subject  before  the 
Conference,  for  any  member  to  move  that  the  question  be 
/       taken  without  further  debate  ;  and  if  it  be  seconded  by  a 
^       majority  of  the  members  present,  the  President  shall  im- 
****  mediately  take  the  question  upon  the  pending  motion*" 
After  some  discussion,  the  substitute  was  withdrawn  by 
the  mover,  as  was  also  the  original  resolution.    Where- 
upon, the  substitute  was  renewed,  on  motion  of  S.  H. 
Thompson. 
9         Moved  by  N.  Bangs  to  lay  it  on  the  table.     Carried. 
.  Z.  Paddock  offered  the  following  resolution : — 
^to       *< Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on   Revisal  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the 
Discipline  on  page  40,  sec.  9,  as  toymake  it  the  duty  of 
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those  who  have  the  chaarge  of  circuits,  to  keep  an  account 
ai  the  number  of  deaths  which  may  occur  in  the  jnember> 
ship  of  their  respec^re  charges  during  the  year,  and  to 
report  the  same  at  the  Annual  Conference,  for  pul^ication 
in  the  Minutes."  Read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revisal. 

On  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  it  was 

^*  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  ^^^^^ 
draw  up  a  pastoral  address  to  our  people  and  friends." 

On  motion  of  J.  Early,  Conference  resolved  to  take  up 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Communication  of 
R.  R.  Gurley,  Secretary  of  the  American  Colonization 
Society. 

The  report  was  read  through,  and  adopted  entire,  as 
follows : — ' 

**The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  BapoitofOoM- 


the  communication  of  the  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  Secretary   rican  ^r^-Hit- 
of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  beg  leave  to  re-   **<»  soctoty. 
port : — 

**  That,  after  due  deliberation,  we  are  eonvinced  that 
the  American  Colonization  Society  is  deserving  the  pa- ' 
tronage  and  support  of  the  entire  Christian  community,  • 
as  exerting  a  most  beneficial  infhience  upon  the  coloured 
population  of  our  own  country,  and  more  especially  upon 
the  inhabitants  of  Africa,  particularly  the  colonists  of  Li- 
beria and  the  neighbouring  native  tribes.     It  is  chiefly, 
however,  as  Christians  and  Christian  ministers  that  we 
viiew  this  enterprise  favourably,  on  account  of  the  facili- 
ties it  affords  to  the  Christian  missionary  to  extend  the     ^ 
blessings  of  the  gospel  to  that  benighted  portion  of  our 
globe.     The   success  which  has  already  attended  our 
missions  in  that  country  is  to  us  a  sure  indication  that   * 
Providence  designs  to  make  Liberia  a  means*  of  enlight- 
ening Africa  with  the,  light  of  salvation,  as  well  as  a  place 
of  refuge  for  the  distressed.     Under  these  views  the 
committee  respectfully  recommend  to  the  Conference  the 
adoption  of  the  following : — 

'*  1.  Resolved,  by  the  delgates  of  the  several  Annual  Con- 
ferences in  General  Conference  assembled.  That  we 
view  with  favour  the  efforts  which  are  now  making  by 
the  American  Colonization  Society  to  build  op  a  colony 
on  the  coast  of  Africa  with  free  people  of  cc^ur,  by  their  • 
own  consent. 

"  2.  Resolved,  ^c.  That  the  success  which  has  hith- 
erto attended  this  noble    and   philanthropic    enterprise    0 
is  a  sure  pledge  that  if  still  prosecuted  with  wisdom  and 
^iergy,  it  will  be  rendered  a  great  blessing,  not  only  to 
the  colonists  themselves,  but  also  to  the  vast  population    i 
qS  Africa  now  enveloped  in  heathen  di^kness. 
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Bmrtof  Com-      "3.  Besolved,  A^c,  That  we  recommeiid  thia  society 

^^S^oSii^S^  ^  ^^  attention  and  patronage  of  our  brethren  and  frienda, 

tioo  Society,     and  that  the  several  Annuel  Conferences  who  may  feel 

themselves  free  to  aid  in'  this  enterprise  of  benevolence 

10  the  souls  and  bodies  of  people  of  colour,  both  in  onr 

own  country  and  in  Africa,  be,  and  hereby  are,  affectionr 

ately  advised  and  requested  to  adopt  such  measures  as 

they  may  think  suitable  to  promote  its  objects,  by  taking 

up  collections  on  or  about  the  4th  of  July,  in  each  year. 

''  Respectfully  submitted, 

''  John  Ea&lt,  Ckaimum. 
''BaUmore,  May  14,  1840." 

ttiaii   to      On  motion  of  J.  Early,  Conference  resolved  to  take  up 
^^  ^^^  the  resolution  heretofore  submitted  by  him,  proposing  aa 
alteration  in  the  Discipline,  sec.  5,  4th  ans.  to  ques.  2, 
page  29. 

Moved  to  refer  it  to  Committee  on  Revisal  and  Unfi- 
nished Business,  with  instructions  to  conform  the  entire 
article  to  the  idea  contained  in  the  resolution  ;  and  also 
to  arrange  it  appropriately  in  that  part  of  the  Discipline 
y  which  defines  the  duties  of  a  Bishop.    Carried. 
I      J.  S.  Tomlinson  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  the 
Conference  in  relation  to  the  case  of  Silas  Comfort. 
Ailer  considerable  discussion,  the  motion  was  with* 

drawn^ -.-. ^ — -^ 

lereupon,  I.  X.  Few  offered  the  fc^owing  resolit^ 
tion: — 

<'  Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  and  unjustifiable  foi^ 
any  jNreacher  among  us  to  permit  coloured  persons  to  giye\ 
testimony  against  white  persons,  in  any  state  where  they 
are  denied  that  privilege  in  trials  at  law." 

Moved,  by  J.  S.  Porter,  to  strike  out  *'  unjustifiable,"  and 
insert "  uni^dvieable."    Lost.        .     «  | 

S.  G.  Roszel  offered  the  following  substitute : —  \ 

**  Resolved  by  the  delegates  of  the  Annual  Confer-\ 
ences,  in  Greneral  Conference  assembled.  That  our  pre-  i 
siding  elders,  elders,  deacons,  and  preachers,  having  ' 
charge  of  districts,' circuits,  or  stations,  in  slaveholding 
states  or  territories,  be,  and  hereby  are,  directed  not  to  . 
admit  any  person  of  colour  to  give  testimony  against  any  ' 
white  person" — which,  after  an  animated  discussion,  was,  \ 
on  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 

The  debate  was  renewed  on  the  original. 
P.  P.  Sandford  moved  to  amend,  by  inserting  the  words 
"  in  general,"  after  Ae  word  "  unjustifiable."    Laid  on  ' 
the  table. 
!,▲. Itaw^iimd-      The  question  recurring  on  the  resolntioii,  it  was  adopted 
B adopted.  ^  above;   seventy-four  voting  in  the  affirmative,   wad, 
*  forty-six  in  the  aegirtiv^.  / 
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.  On  motion,  the   appeal   of  Job  Wilson  was  taken  tam^  of  Job 
up,  and  made  the    order  of  the  day  for  Wednesday    ^"^"^ 
next. 

On  motion,  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  fiimish  the  se^  ^<fi7 
delegates  of  the  Missouri  Conference  with  a  copy  of  the   \oni?A.  Ftw% 
proceedings  of  this  Conference  in  the  case  of  Silas  Com*    i»«<d«tion.. 
tort ;  and  also  the  resolution  respecting  the  testimony  of 
coloured  persons,  passed  the  18th  of  May,  1840. 

T.  N,  Kalston  offered  the  following  resolutions,  viz.  :-^ 

*'l.  Resolved,  That  the  following  be  inserted  on  the 
41  St  page,  1st  chap.,  9th  sec.  of  our  Discipline,  as  one  of 
the  answers  to  the  Ist  question,  concerning  the  duties  of 
those  who  have  the  charge  of  circuits,  viz.  i  *  To  encour- 
age in  each  circuit  and  station,  where  it  is  practicable,  the 
establishment  of  a  suitable  library  fbr  the  Use  of  the 
preacher  or  preachers  occupying  the  circuit  or  statioh  for 
the  time  being ;  which  library  shall  be  held  as  the  pro* 
pexty  of  the  church,  for  the  use  herein  specified.' 

'<  2.  Resolved,  That  the  5th  answer  to  questioii  2,  ill 
the  1st  chap,  and  9th  sec.  of  our  Discipline,  42d  page, 
on  the  sf4>ject  of '  Band  Societies,'  be  expunged, 
i  *<  3.  Resolved,  That  in  chap.  2,  sec.  6,  of  Discipline, 
all  after  *  better  one  suffer  than  many,'  be  expunged." 

Read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal. 

Wm.  Capers  offered  several  resolutions,  proposing  sun* 
dry  amendments  to  the  Discipline,  which  were  read,  and 
laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

£.  H.  Pilcher  offered  the  following  resolutions,  viz.  :-^ 

^  1.  "Resolved,  That  the  Discipline,  page  81,  chap.  2, 
sec.  2,  question  3,  answer  1st,  be  altered  so  as  to  read  as 
follows,  viz. :  '  Let  none  be  received  into  the  churdh  until 
they  have  met  in  class  at  least  six  months  on  trial,  and 
are  recommended  by  tl^e  leader  under  whose  charge  they 
may  be  at  the  time,  and  have  been  baptized.' 

*'  2.  Resolved,  That  in  the  Discipline,  page  86,  chap. 
1,  seo.  18,  tho  following  be  inseilidd,  viz.':  'Wihen  a 
preacher  cm  trial  shall  be  discontinued,  he  shall  hold  his 
membership  on  the  circuit  he  last  travelled,  as  a  local 
preacher.' " 

Read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal. 

On  motion,  Conference  adjourned,  to  meet  to*morrow 
moming,  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  MAY  19.. 

Conference  met  pursucmt  to  adjonmment,  Bishop  An* 
drew  in  the  chair ;  and  was  opened  with  resding  a  por- 
tion of  the  Holy  Scriptutes,  singing  and  prayer,  by  Ret. 
S.H.  TfaoB^on. 

The  President  announced  the  comintteo  10  pnpam  a 
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Onoutoweptn  jMstoral  sddrem  to  our  people  and  friends,  vii.  :^*Geo« 
S!£f*^     "I**  Peck,  Wm.  Capers,  L.  L.  Hamline. 

J.  Dempster  was  released  from  the  committee  to  whom 
'  was  referred  the  Address  from  th^  Wesleyan  Methodist 
Conference  in  England,  and  T.  Bowen  appointed  to  take 
his  place. 
ii«iiioiidi,4sc.  £.  Robinson  moved  to  suspend  the  regular  order  of 
business,  to  enable  him  to  present  a  memorial  from  the 
Maine  Annual  Conference  on  the  subject  of  slaye'ry. 
Carried. 

Whereupon,  the  memorial  was  presented,  and  on  mo- 
tion read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

T.  Seymour  presented  a  memorial  on  slavery  from  Fer* 
risburg,  Vt.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

J.  Dodge  presented  a  memorial  cm  slavery  from  Lewis- 
town  circuit,  Genesee  Conference.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Slavery. 

C.  W.  Carpenter  presented  a  memorial  from  Poogh- 
keepsie.  New- York,  praying  the  General  Conference  so  to 
alter  the  Discipline  in  reference  to  the  subject,  as  to  leave 
it  optional  with  the  people  to  build  churches  either  with 
free  seats  or  with  pews.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Churches  and  Parsonages. 

O.  Scott  presented  a  memorial  from  Economy,  Indiana, 
on  slavery.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  Albany,  New- York,  in  reference 
to  lay  delegation.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  that 
subject. 

Bishop  Morris  presented  a  petition  from  BeaveY-street 
station,  Alleghany  city,  Pittsburg  Conference,  praying 
the  General  Conference  to  hold  its  next  session  in  Pitts- 
burg.    Laid  on  the  table. 

The  President  called  for  repof^s  from  standing  and  se* 
lect  committees.  ' 

^SSjmo!^  J.  Early,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Episco- 
pacy, presented  a  report  with  respect  to  the  appointment 
of  a  Bishop  for  Africa. 

,  The  report  was  read,  and  the  resolutions  were  taken 
up  in  order. 

A  division  of  the  6rst  resolution  was  called  for,  and  the 
question  was  taken  on  the  first  branch,  and  it  was  adoptecL 

Moved,  by  P.  P.  Sandford,  to  lay  it  on  the  table.    Lost. 

Afler  debate  on  the  second  branch,  J.  S.  Tomlinson 
moved  the  following  substitute  :  "  And  that  it  is  expedient 
and  advisable  for  one  of  our   Superintendents  to  visit 
Africa  during  the  ensuing  four  years." 
^  Moved  to  lay  the  substitute  on  the  table.     The  ques- 

tion being  taken,  the  vote  stood  sixty-two  to  sixty-two. 
The  President  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the  substitute 
wa»  laid  on  the  table. 
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H.  Slicer  moved  to  lay  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  'JnStacSS  * 
the  Episcopacy,  which  was  Tinder  discussion,  on  the  table,    laid mtaSCto 
to  take  up  the  order  of  the  day,  viz^  the  appeal  of  J.  V.    SS?***"  "^ 
Potts.     Carried. 

On  motion,  the  Committee  on  Memorials  for  Lay  Dele- 
gations had  leave  to  sit  during  Conference  hours. 

The  appeal  was  taken  up.    The  journals  oi  the  Phila-  ^gff^Fhnl: 
delphia  Conference,  relating  to  the  case,  and  the  evidence    dsi^conf. 
and  documents  referred  to,  were  read.  ^ 

A.  Monroe  appeared  as  the  representative  of  J.  Y. 
Potts,  and  addressed  the  Conference  in  his  behalf  and  in  . 
favour  of  the  appeal. 

Pending  the  reading  of  the  documents  and  testimony 
bearing  on  the  case,  a  motion  was  made  that  when  the 
Conference  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  meet  this  aAemoon,  at 
three  o^clock.     Lost. 

Moved,  by  H.  Slicer,  that  ^e  session  be  prolonged  half 
an  hour. 

Moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  ''half  an  hour,"  and 
inserting  "  until  the  case  is  disposed  of."    Lost. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  original  motion,  it  was 
adopted. 

After  A.  Monroe  had  concluded  his  opening  address  in 
the  case  of  J.  V.  Potts,  Conference,  on  motion,  adjourned, 
to  mdet  to-morrow  morning,  at  half-past  eight  o'ck»ck. 

WEDNESDAY,  MAY  30. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjourn ment.  Bishop  Wangh 
in  the  chair ;  and  was  opened  with  reading  a  portion  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  ainging  and  prayer,  by  G.  S. 
Holmes. 

On  motion  of  Wm.  Winans,  Conferei^ce  resolved  to  ^5ft,?"2JI5ft 
suspend  -the  regular  order  of  business,  to  proceed  with  the  of  j.  v.  ^SoSaT 
appeal  of  J.  Y.  Potts.     The  appeal  was  taken  up. 

The  Committee  on  Memories  for  Lay  Ddiegations,  Ac, 
bad  leave  granted  them  to  be  absent. 

M.  Sorin,  H.  White,  and  Joseph  Lybrand,  delegates  ot  * 
the  Philadelphia  Conference,  addressed  the  Conference,    ' 
and  argued  against  the  appeal,  and  in  favour  of  the  deci- 
eion  of  said  (inference. 

A.  Monroe,  representative  of  J.  Y.  Potts,  responded,  and 
closed  the  argument  in  behalf  of  the  appellant ;  immedi- 
ately after  which,  H.  Slicer  moved  that  the  decision  of  B^jiteg^  n^ 
the  Philadelphia  Conference  in  the  case  of  J.  Y.  Potts  •^  *"  •^ 
be  reversed,  so  far  as  relates  to  his  expulsion  from  the 
M.  E.  Church  by  that  body.  Moved  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table  for  the  present.  Lost. 
'  Moved  by  O.  Scott,  that  the  question  be  now  tak^  on 
the  resolution. 
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It  was  moved  to  lay  this  on  tlie  table.     Lost.  ' 

On  motion,  Conference  resolved  to  prolong  the  session 
half  an  hour. 

Moved  to  adjourn.     Lost. 

W.  A.  Smith,  J.  S.  Tomlinson^'and  S.  G.  Roszel,  were 
excused  from  voting. 

Moved  again  to  adjourn.     Lost. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of  0.  Scott, 
and  it  was  adopted, 
^^qnthe  ap-       The  resolution  of  H.  Slicer  was  again  read,  and  the 
qu^tion  being  taken,  it  was  carried ;  seventy-nine  voting 
in  the  affirmative,  and  thirty-six  in  the  negative. 

Moved  to  adjourn.    Lost. 

The  motion  to  kdjoum  was  immediately  renewed,  In 
connection  with  the  proposition  to  meet  again  at  thjree 
o'clock.     Lost. 

H.  Slicer  moved  that,  as  the  action  of  this  Conference 
in  the  case  of  J.  V.  Potts  may  be  misunderstood,  it  i^ 
hereby  declared  to  be  the  sense  of  this  Conference  that 
the  said  Potts  is  restored  to  his  standing  in  the  Philadel' 
phia  Conference.'^ 

N.  Bangs  moved  to  lay  this  on  the  table.     Lost 

While  the  motion  6f  H.  Slicer  was  under  considera- 
tion, the  time  having  expired.  Conference  adjourned  to 
meet  tonnorrow  morning,  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 

THURSDAY  MORNING,  MAY  21. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Bishop 
Morris  in  the  chair;  and  was  opened  with  reading 
the  Scriptures,  singing  and  prayer,  by  brother  H. 
Kinsley. 

N.  Bangs  moved  to  suspend  the  regular  order  of  busi- 
<rfx  v!  Bess,  to  proceed  with  the  appeal  of  J.  Y.  Potts.    Car- 
ried. 

The  resolution  offered  by  H.  Slicer,  and  which  was 
under  discussion  when  Conference  adjourned  yesterday^ 
came  up  for  the  action  of  Conference, 
suon*!  motim  ,    Moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table  for  a  special 
iddoataUfl.     pin^j^.    Carried. 

Vote  to  J.  V.       On  motion  of  A.  Wiley,  Conference  resolved  to  re- 
»«*♦.»       ^.  consider  its  vote  in  the  case  of  J.  V.  Potts,  by  which  the 

decision  of  the  Philadelphia  Conference,  expelling  said 

Potts  from  the  M.  E.  Church,  was  reversed. 
The  resolution  offered  by  H.  Slicer  yesterday,  aad 

which  had  passed,  being  now  under  consideration,  N. 

Bangs  offered  the  following  substitute  therefor  :-— 
"Whereas,  the  proceedings  of  the  Philadelphia  C(m« 
SpjiS^fw  ' tnoaoB  in  the  case. of  James  Y.  Potts  appear  to  have 

been  somewhat  irregular ;  therefore. 


•d  for  tctlmi 


Potts' case  re- 
oonsldeied, 
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^  Resolyed,  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is,  remanded  back 
to  that  Conference  for  re-adjudication.^ 

Moved,  by  D.  Oetrandef,  to  lay  the  aabstitnte  on  the 
«able.    Lost. 

After  conaiderabte  debate,  the  question  was  taken  <m  Rmi  rm  u 
the  substitute,  and  it  was  adopted— seventy-nine  votbg    ?SSm. 
in  the  affirmative,  and  thirty-one  in  the  negative. 

Moved,  by  H.  White,  that  the  appeal  of  Jas.  Smith,  ^^g^  ^JJ- 
«en.,  be  tak«n  up.    Carried.  ^vVmm^ 

The  appeal  was-then,  on  motion,  made  the  order  x>f  the    ^  «>•«*• 
day  for  Monday  next. 

On  motion,  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  furnish  the 
Rev.  D.  Dorehester  with  the  decision  of  this  Conference 
in  his  case. 

On  motion,  the  delegates  of  the  New-England  Confer- 
ence to  have  the  same. 

Moved  that  the  appeal  of  Job  Wilson  foe  now  taken  up.  ^nmi  oi  J* 
Carried.  '^'** 

Moved,  by  O.  Scott,  that  the  appeal  be  not  entertained. 
Moved  to  lay  this  on  ^e  table.     Carried. 
.     The  journals  of  the  Pittsburg  Conference  relating  to 
the  case  were  read. 

H.  Kinsley  appeared  as  the  represeiftative  of  the  ap> 
pellant,  and  addressed  the  Conference  in  his  behalf. 

While  proceeding  wit^  his  remarks,  and  attempting  to  ' 
read  certain  documents,  he  was  stdjpped  by  the  sugges-  ,  , 

lion  of  a  point  of  order,  on  the  statement  of  w|iich,  6.       « 
Peck  offered  a  resolution  to  dispose  of  the  case. 

Moved,  by  J.  S.  Tomlinson,  to  amend  by  adding  the 
following  words:  "for  the  want  of  documentary  evi- 
dence." Carried :  and,  as  amended,  the  resolution  was 
adopted,  and  reads  as  follows,  viz. : — 

'*  Resolved,  Thai  the  decision  of  the  Pittsburg  Confer- 
ence in  the  case  of  Job  Wilson  be  reversed,  for  the  want 
of  documentary  evidence." 

Moved  that  when  Conference  adjourn,  it  adyouxn  to 
meet  this  afternoon,  at  three  o'clock. 

Moved  to  amend  by  striUng  out  three,  and  inserting 
half-past  three.    Lost. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  original  motion,  and 
it  was  adopted. 

The  President  called  for  reports  from  standing,  and  se- 
lect committee9« 

T.  Spicer,  chairman  of  Committee  on  Revisal  and  Un-  Bcfvitia,  No.  la 
inished  Business,  presented  a  report  with  respect  to  the 
aUowittg  «n  accused  member  to  have  a  voice  in  the  se- 
lection of  the  committee  by  which  he  is  to  be  tried.  $ 

The  report  was  read,  and  a  motion  was  made  to  adqpt. 
Moved  to  lay  this  on  the  table.    Carried. 

Moved  to  hiy  the  rep<nrt  on  the  table.    Carried. 
5 
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/i«visai,No.i4.  T.  Spicer  also  presented  a  report  wtdi  respect  to  ap* 
pealing  froin  Quarterly  and  Ammal  .Conferences. 

The  report  was  read,  and  a  motion  made  to  amend  by 
striking  out  "not"  in  the  resolution  accompanying  tfa^ 
'.report.    Moved  to  lay  this  on  the  table,    Cwrrled* 

The  report  was  adopted,  and  is  aa  follows  :— 

"  The  Committee  on  Revisal,  &c.,  have  taken  into  con- 
sideration the  resolution  submit^  to  them  respecting  in- 
tioducing  a  rule  into,  the  Discipline  authorizing  a  Bishop 
presiding  at  an  Annual  Conference  *to  refer  the  case  of 
m  accused  preacher  to  the  General  Conference ;  and  also 
authori;(ing.  a  Presiding  Elder  U>  refer  from  a  Quarterly 
Conference  to  the  Annual  Conference,  for  final  adjudica- 
tion. 

"  On  this  subject,  your  committee  beg  leave  to  report : 
That»  in  their  opinion,  such  a  rule  ought  not  to  be. intro- 
duced into  the  Discipline. 

''  Respectfully  submitted, 

"T.  SjPieSR,  Chaifnmn, 

"itfay  15,  184Q." 

B«Tini,iio.i5.  .    Also,  report  with  respect  to  bringing  members  to  trial. 

Laid  on  the  table. 
itovini,No.i6..      AJso,  a  repcHTt  with  respect  to  the  authority  of  Bishops 
.  presi4ing  ia  an  Annual  Conference. 
;  Moved  ihat  the  second  resolution  accompanying  the 
report    be    adopted.     Moved    to    amend    by    inserting 
/« Presiding'*  before  the  word  *?Elder."     Moved  to  ad- 
journ.   Lost. 

On  motion,  the  proposed  amendment  was  laid  on  the 
table.  4 

0.  Scott  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  all  that  re- 
Jlates  to  the  appmntment  of  Presidents  of  Annual  Ccmfer- 
ences  by  the  Bishops,  in  the  case  of  their  absence. 
0 '  Moved  to  lay  thei  amendment  on  the  table^    Carried. 

Moved  to  lay  the  resolution  under  discu9sion  oa  die 
;tfli4e. .  Lost.      Moved  to  adjourn.    Lost. 

Moved  to  postpone  tbe  further  consideratittfL  of  the  i)^ 
>^utio)i  till  thid  aften^ooA.    Carried, 
On  motion  Conference  adjourned. 

THURSDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  21. 

Conference  m^^  pursyaiit  to  adjournment,  Qishcp  Ra- 
.  herts.  in  the  chair,  f^nd.  was  opened  with  reading  a  portion 
I      of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  singing  and  prayer,  by  4»  0. 
^     .#terrill.   . 

'  N.  Bangs  moved  to  suq^od  ihe,  order  Of  the  dajTiilo 
enable  j:;^.,^insoi^,fe9  pfpft^t.^fEif  MP^  .  Q«MWif4- 
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is 


.  £•  Bab»80B  pceseated  the  r^aolutioo  of  the  M^ae 
Coafef ei^ce,.  GOQcurring  with  the  New- York  Conference 
resolution  in  favour  of  restoring  to  the  Discipline  Mr.  Wee- 
.  l^y'e  rulp  on  spirituous  liquors :  eighty-four  in  the  affirm- 
ative, and  two  in  the  negative.  Referred  to  Comnyttee 
op  Temperiuace* 

Also,  the  re$olution  of  said  Conference,  non-concurring 
with  the  New-England  Conference  resolution  in  relation    !u^t^ 
,  U)  slavery,  by  a  vote  of  forty-seven  to  two.    Referred  to 
l^ainiittee  on  Slavery. 

Also  in  reference  to  the  Ohio  Conference  resolution 
with  respect  to  pay  of  delegates  to  the  General  Confer- 
«Boe.   .Laid  on  the  table* 

,    Bishop  Mouis  presented  a  comnmnication  from  Jam^s  ^^^H^  . 
^Jenkins,  with  respect  to  increasing  the  quarterage  of  tra-    uu.  **'  ^ 
veiling  preachers.     Referred  to  Comipittee  on  Itinerancy. 

Also,  a  communication  from  T.  S.  Hinds,  complaining  conyiw 
of  sundry  irregularities  in  the  doings  of  several  travelluog    * 
preachers  in  tthe.IUinois  Conference.    Referred  to  the 
Comnnttee  on  Itinerancy. 

Also,  a  communication  from  J.  S.  Hams  and  others,  in 
relation  to  the  case  of  Lewis  Garrett.    Read,  and  refer*    ^!!!iii^^ 
red  to  a  select  committee  of  three. 

On  motion,  it  was  resolved,  "  That  a  docum^ent  hereto-  o^gyiyywgw- 
f<ure  presented  on  the  same  subject  be  taken  up  and  re- 
ferred to  the  select  committee  just  raised." 

AleOj  ^  communication  from  JElbenezer  Hearn,  praying  commm^iitipi 
for  release  of  Reuben  C.  Tyner  from  the  accounte  against    ^«»»^^««n*. 
him  at  the  Book  Concern.     Referred  to  the  Committee, 
00  the  Book  Concern. 

Also,  communication  from  Cyrus  Fulton,  praying  for' 
the  remission  of  a  claim  held  against  him  by  the  Boo)l 
(Concern.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Book  Concern. 

Jno.  A.  Collins  presented  a  memorial,  signed  by  Tho^.  Memariai  at  t. 
E,  Bond  and  others,  against  a  rule  being  introduced  into    ^^^  "*" 


ihe  Discipline,  authorizing  Quartetly  Conferenpes  to  try 
local  prospers,  without  the  intervention  of  a  committee.    \ 
Read,  and  referred  to  Committee  on  Revisal,  &c.  ^ 

On  motion,  a  report  heretofore  presented  from  the  Com-  o^  '^"'nJJS 
mit^e  on  Revisal,  and  which  was  lying  on.  the  table,  re-    r«famd!**^*^ 
Jating  to  the  same  subject,  was  taken  up  and  recommitted      * 
to  the  Qommittee  on  Revisal.  ,        « 

Also,  several  resolutions  heretofore  submitted  by  Wm.       , 
Capers,  and  laid  on  the  table,  in  relation  to  the  si&me  point, 
were  on  motion  taken  up  and  referred  to  the  Coo^mittee  on 
Reytsal. 

.  .  W.  A-  Smith  offered  a  resolution  on  the  same  subject 
in  Iprm  of  instruction  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal,  to  re- 
port in  favour  of  allowing  lo<?^l  preachers,  .in  all  cases  of    > 
accusation,  the  privilege  of  trial  by  a  committee  of  locals 


i 
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preachers.  Move4  to  amend,  by  strikiiig  out  ^  iiutnictedy"' 
and  inserting  the  words, "  requested  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency."    Carried. 

And  the  resolution  as  amended  was  adopted,  and  reads 
88  follows  r-^ 

'*  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal,  &c.,  be  re- 
quested to  inquire  into  the  expediency  iA  so  modifying 
Uie  language  of  the  rule  conferring  the  privilege  on  local 
preachers  of  a  trial  by  an  examining  committee  of  local 
preachers,  as  to  secure  them  that  privBege  under  all  cir- 
cumstances."   Referred  to  Committee  on  Revisal. 

The  unfinished  business  of  the  morning'  session,  being 
a  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Revissl,  wi£ 
respect  to  Presidents  of  Annual  Conferences  in  the  ab* 
sence  of  Bishops,  was  taken  up,  and  on  motion  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  President  caHed  for  reports  from  standing  and  se* 
lect  committees. 

J.  Early,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy, 
made  a  report  with  respect  to  such  alteration  of  the  Dis- 
cipCne  as  will  point  out  the  manner  in  which  a  Bishop 
may  be  made  superannuated  or  supemmnerary.  Read,  and 
laid  on  the  table. 

F.  Reed,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Sabbath 
Schools,  presented  a  report  on  that  subject.     Read,  and 

laid  on  thajtable> 

f    N.  Bangs,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Slavery,  pre- 
/sented  a  report,  which  was  read. 

/     O.  Scott  stated  that  the  minority  of  the  committee  had 
/la  report  which  they  wished  to  present.     Moved  that  the 
'y^  report  of  the  majority  be  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 
/  Carried. 

/       It  was  then  moved  that  the  report  of  the  minority  be 
^<    read.     After  discussion,  it  was  moved  to  lay  this  on  the 
table.     Carried. 

On  motion,  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Slavery 
was  again  taken  up.  The  first  resdution  aceempan3ring 
the  report  was  read. 

Moved  to  adjourn.    Lost. 

0.  Scott,  rising  to  speak,  and  intimating  that  he  would 
probably  extend  his  remarks  beyond  fifteen  minuteB ;  it 
was,  on  motion,  resolved  to  suspend  the  rule  restricting  a 
speaker  to  fifteen  minutes,  so  as  to  pemrit  brother  Scoti 
to  proceed  at  his  own  discretton. 

Moved  to  adjourn.     Liost. 

After  brother  Scott  had  proceeded  some  time  with  his 
remarks,  he  gave  way  for  a  motion  to  adjourn,  which  pre- 
vailed;    and  Conference   adjourned,  to  meet  to-monow 
\moming,  at  half-past  eight  o'cloek. 


PRIDAY  MORNING,  MAY  22. 

Oonference  met  purroant  k>  adieiunneiit,  Bishop  Hed- 
jU»g  in  the  chair,  and  waa  opened  witibi  reading  «  pcnrtioa 
of  the  Holj  Sciiptures,  ainging  aad  prayer,  hf  J.  Hd- 
'^ch. 

The  President  announced  the  committee  on  the  memo*  oonattiM  on 
lial  in  relation  to  Lewis  Garrett,  pamely :  Peter  Akers,  ']i^'  ^•*«^** 


liOvick  Pier^jjnd  Bep|amin  M.^Qrak*. « -- — -«a 

/""tJoSlbreiice  proceedea  to  the  consideration  of  the  u»-:  j  ^ 
/finished  businesa  ef  yesterday,  it  ^ing  &e  first  re«oliition| . jjKS^.         j_ 
'  accompanying  the  report  <^  Uie  Committee  on  Slayery.  .^  \  "/ 

The  discusaion  was  renewed.  i 

On  motion,  Conference  resolved,  that  when  it  adjoura,/ 
it  adjonm  to  meet  this  afternoon,  at  three  o'clock. 

During  the  debate,  brother  Crowder  being  on  the  floor, 
and  having  spoken  fifteen  minutes,  a  motion  was  made 
Aat  he  have  liberty  to  proceed  with,  and  ooncludo  his  re- 
marks. For  this,  a  substitute  wts  moved  in  these  words, 
That  the  rule  restricting  speaking  to  fifteen  minutes  be 
suspended  during  the  discussion  of  the  subject  before  the 
Conference.     Lost. 

The  question  recurring  upon  the  original  motion,  it  was 
withdrawn  by  the  mover,  but  vras  immediately  renewed, 

andadopted.  .    ..- — --*^ju> 

"'"''iSjr the  time  had  elapsed,  Conference  adjoumedt  tomeet 
(his  afternoon,  at  three  o'clock. 

PRIDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  22. 

Conference  met  at  three  o'clock,  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment. Bishop  Andrew  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with 
religious  exercises  by  brother  Dodge. 

Reports  from  standing  committees  were  called  for,  and  'jSSlJjIJev 
John  Early,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Episco-    'i**'**^*^- 
pacy,  presented  a  report,  which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the 
table. 

Charles  W.  Carpenter,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  ^'^SVJiJSST 
the  Expenses  of  Delegates,  presented  a  report,  which    *"  ' 
was  read,  amended,  and  adopted,  as  follows,  namely:— 


/ 


^*  The  committee  appointed  *  to  ascertain  the  expenses 
of  the  delegates  to  this  Conference,  and  the'  amount  of 
moneys  collected  and  sent  up  to  thi^  Conference  to  meet  /       ^ 

l3iat  otiject,'  beg  leave  to  report,  that  they  have  attended  r^^ 

to  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  present  the  following,  as 
die  result^  of  their  investigation. 

DeUgaUons.  Exfenae§.  CoUeetkmg.  DeJteieneUi.    S%rpim9*. 

New-York  »223  50  461  83  238  33 

New-Eo^nd  233  04  205  56  27  48  >, 

Maine  298  80  106  59  192  21  v 
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B^fortof  Com        Delegatiofu. 
N.  Hampshire 
Troj 
Pittsbnnr 
Srie 

Black  River 
Oneida 
MicUgan 
vj&eneaee 
Oldo 
Misaonri 
^Illinois 
^^entucky 
Indiana 
Tennessee 
'    HolMon 
Arkansas 
Mississippi 
Alabama 
Georgia 
S.  Carolina 
N.  Carolina 
Yirgrinia 
Baltimore 
JUliladelphia 
N.  Jersey 


Expenses 
Collections 


Expentet* 
246  04 
145  50 
235  00 
298  87 
170  50 
215  73 
373  76 
307  40 
512  00 
344  00 
790  36 
389  75 
430  00 
614  15 
265  00 
385  63 
430  00 
664  25 
648  84 
467  35 
148  83 
li30  37 
101  00 
51  25 
59  37 

S9170  20 
8108  72 


CoUeetimu. 
160  91 

224  m 
228  50 
245  91 
101  56 
254,66 
214  61 
198  35 
358  15 

138  25 
397.59 
239  85 
382  00 
614  15 

139  41 
181  00 
545  63 
461  43 
505  08 
405  99 

46  16 
160  37 
300  62 
526  76 
303  78 


85  13 


52  97 
68  94 

159  15 
109  05 
153  85 
205  75 
392  77 
149  90 
48  00 

125  59 
204  63 

202  81 

143  76 

61  26 

10»  66 


Vi 


Bwrpimm 

78  51 
3  50 


38  93 


115  6d 


30  OO 
199  62r 
475  51 
244  40 


$8108  72  t2485  91  $1424  43 


J 


Deficiency    $1061  48 

"  From  the  reference  of  certain  papers  to  your  committee 
they  have  inferred,  that  this  Conference  expected  them 
to  propose  some  plan  for  the  distribution  of  the  funda  ia 
their  hands,  or  for  making  up  the  deficiency  that  now  ex* 
.  ists ;  and  they  have  accordingly  taken  the  subject  into 
consideration. 

*'  They  find  from  the  documents  placed  in  their  hands^ 
that  eight  Annual  Conferences  have  by  resolution  se- 
quested  this  General  Conference  to  make  no  draft  on  the 
Book  Concern,  to  meet  the  deficiencies  of  the  delegates,. 
*  and  that  three  Conferences  have  formally  refused  to  con*^ 
cur  in  said  request;  and  taking  it  for  granted  that  the 
remaining  seventeen  Conferences  have  either  refused  to 
concur  in  said  request,  or  have  had  no  action  in  the 
premises,  they  respectfully  submit  the  following  resolu- 
tions, namely: — 

"  1.  Resclved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Expenses  of 
the  Delegates  be,  and  hereby  are,  authorized  to  dranr  on 
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th«  Qentfttl  Bbok  Coooeni  lbrth«  anfti  of  #1061  48;  it  B^pott^ofCte. 
b«ifig  the  amount  naoesatuy  to  make  i^  tha  deficiaaciaa 
of  the  delegates. 

*<!^<  Baaolvadi  That  all  moneys  which  have  been,  or 
may  hereafter  be  collected,  within  the  bounds  of  the 
several  Conferences,  for  die  purpose  of  definying  the  as* 
peaset  of  the  delegates  to  this  General  Conference,  a&d 
which  have  not  come  to  hand,  be  forwarded  to  the  Agentar 
of  the  Book  Conearn,  to  aid  the  funds  of  that  matitution.. 
*<A11  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

"  Charles  W.  Caapsnter,  Chmrmcm, 

/*  J^2t0M»r«,  Jlf<ly  90,  ,1840." 

Ignatiua  A.  Few,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Educa-  ^ 
tion,  presented  a  report,  which  was  read,  and  oii  motion 
laid  on  the  table. 

P.  Rice,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Boundaries, 
made  a  report    Laid  on  the  table. 

N.  Levings,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Comi- 
munication  of  the  Agent  of  the  American  Bible  Society, 
presented  a  report,  which  was  read,  and  on  motion  laid  on 
the  table. 

M.  Richardson,  chairman  of  the  Committee  On  the  Book' 
Concern,  presented  a  report,  which  was.  read,  and  on  mo- 
tion laid  on  the  table.  ^ 

J.  Si  Tomlinson,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Tem- 
perance, presented  a  report,  which  was  read,  and u  motion* 
made  by  P.  P.  Sandford  to  recommit  it.  This  gave  riaei 
to  considerable  debate.  Subsequently,  G.  Peck  proposed 
to  amend  the  motion,  by  instructing  the  committee  to  9X^. 
punge  from  the  report  that  part  which  gives  their  interpre- 
tation of  the  constitutional  restriction.  This  was  admitted 
by  the  mover.  While  the  motion  was  under  discussion 
Conference  adjourned,  to  meet  to-monow  morning,  at  half- 
past  eight  o'qlook. 


Soctotjr. 


Book  CoBoom. 


SATURDAY,  MAY  23. 

Conference  met  at  half«-past  eight  o'clock,  pursuant  to: 
adjournment,  Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened* 
with  religious  exercises  by  J.  A  Collins. 

On  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  the  regular  order  of  fouainesa  ^jJJJIyorK 
was  suspended  in  order  to  receive  a  protest  front  a  number,  siarery. 
of  our  ministers  and  members  in  the  city  of  New-Y^rk, 
against  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of  slaveiy  presented  by 
brother  Scott  on  Saturday,  May  2d,  pKirporting  lo  be 
signed  by  more  than  one  thousand  one  hundred  menibera 
of  our  church  at  New- York. 

The  protest  and  accompanying  documents  were  read, 
and  on  motioi^  reierre^.  to  d^e  Committee  :^n  ^ipory^ ,  .     siavofy. 


Bofemdiotke 
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P*  Rice  moved  ftntber  to  suspend  the  order  of  bosmeso, 

for  the  pnzpose  of  taking  up  the  report  on  hoondaries. 

'     Lost. 

^»gjn»^«  The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  the  report  of  the 

coniidexwL       Oommittee  on  Temperance,  was  resumed,  on  the  ques^ 

tion  of  recommitting  it  with  instructioim. 

B.  M.  Drake  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table  ^ 
when  P.  P.  Sandford  withdrew  his  motion. 
.  N.  Bangs  moved  to  adopt  the  resolution  appended  te 
the  report.    Brother  Petherbridge  proposed  to  strike  on 
'  the  word  "'  sacramenta)." 

On  motion  of  £.  Robinson,  the  amendment  was  taid  or. 
'         the  table. 

'  N.  Lovmgs  mored  to  strike  out  the  word  *'  spirituous,*^ 
said  in  place  of  it  insert  "  intoxicating  f  and  to  add  the 
word  "  wine"  before  "  sacramental." 

On  motion  of  H.  Slicer,  this  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  N.  Bangs'  motion,  and 
H.  Slicer  moved  to  recommit  the  resolution*  On  motion 
of  John  A.  Collins,  it  was  laid  on  the  table*. 

The  session  was  then  prolonged  for  half  an  hour. 

H.  Slicer  moved  to  lay  brother  Bangs'  resolution  od 
the  table.    Lest. 

A  division  of  the  resohition  in  the  report  was  called  fbr^ 
when  a  motion  to  adjourn  was  made,  and  lost. 

The  motion  lor  adjournment  was  renewed,  and  failed ; 
but  the  time  to  which  the  session  had  been  extended 
having  expired,  the  appointments  were  read,  notices  given^ 
and  Conference  adjourned,  to  meet  on  Monday  mornings 
Ifoy  35,  at  half-past  eight  o'elodL. 

MONDAY  MORNING,  MAY  25. 

Conference  met  at  half-past  eight  o^cloek,  pursuant  to 

adjournment,  Bisfiop  Morris  in  the  chair;  and  was  opened 

with  the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother  G.  Baker. 
John-tt  Chinch      Bishop  Hedding  pres^ented  a  communication  from  the 
•""P^y-  trustees  of  the  John-street  Church,  New-York,  offering 

to  sell  the  property  for  missionary  premises.     Laid  on 

the  table, 
i^wnfywgj^ti       Also,  a  memorial  from  several  preachers,  prajdng  the 
qf.Fi«uhM9.     prolongation  of  ministerial  probation.    Referred  to  Com- 

nnttee  on  Revisal. 
i-wkw  «J  "^       On  motion,  P.  P.  Sandford  had  permission  to  leave  the 
t^sa^^  General  Conference  the  latter  part  of  this  week. 

Conference  th/en  proceeded  to  receive  reports  fltmi 

standing  and  select  committees. 
iliMfoarapoft.        g.  Luckey,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Missions 
*  presented  a  report,  proposing  modifications  in  the  Consti- 

tution  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  M.  E.  Church 
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Also,  a  report  in  regud  to  our  missionfl  genorally ;  which 
were,  on  motion,  laid  on  the  table  for  the  preeent  without 
reading. 

(T.  Spicer,  chairman  of  Committee  on  Revisal,  presented  ^^^a^?^ 
a  report  respecting  the  duty  of  preachers.    Read,  sad  laid    uadii, 
on  the  table. 

Also,  a  report  proposing  sundry  amendments  to  the 
Discipline,  which  was  read,  and,  on  motion,  laid  on  the 
table. 

Also,  a  report  respecting  district  stewards.  Read*  and 
laid  on  the  table. 

Aiso,  a  report  respecting  the  duty  of  Presiding  Elders* 
Read,  and  laid  on  the  table.  . 

Also,  a  report  with  respect  to  singing  in  our  churches ; 
which  was  read,  and  on  motion  adopted,  as  follows, 
vix. : — 

"  The  Committee  on  Revisal,  &c.,have  taken  into  con-  'gj"*  oaiiar 
sideration  the  memorial  from  Urbana,  Ohio,  relative  to 
singing.  The  memorialists  complain  that  in  many  of  our' 
churches  choirs  have  been  (nrganized,  who  sit  apart  from 
.  the  great  body  of  the  church,  and  are  permitted  wholly  to 
gorem  the  singing :  and  that,  by  introducing  such  tunes 
as  our  members  cannot  sing,  they  render  it  impossible  for 
a  large  majority  of  our  members  to  participate  in  this  part 
of  God's  worsMp.  Your  memorialists  are  solicitous  that 
the  General  Conference  should  express  their  views  of  the 
intent  and  meaning  of  our  rules  of  Discipline  on  this 
subject. 

'<  Your  committee  fully  believe  that  it  is  not  the  design  of 
our  rules  on  this  subject,  that  choirs  should  be  formed  so  aa 
to  exclude  the  church  and  congregation  from  uniting  in  this 
interesting  part  of  divine  worship.  This  is  manifest  from 
the  circumstance  that  our  rules  particularly  guard  against 
formality  in  singing,  provide  for  singing  schools,  object  to 
fugue  tunes,  direct  that  the  congregation  be  taught  the 
tune  by  the  singers  singing  the  tenor  only,  and  expressly 
require  the  preacher  'to  exhort  every  person  in  the  con- 
gregation to  sing.' 

'*  Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  evils  of  which 
the  memorialists  complain  may  be  remedied  to  a  consi- 
derable extent  by  attending  to  the  present  rules  of  Disci 
pline  on  this  subject. 

"  BespectfuUy  submitted, 

*'  T.  Spicer,  Chairman. 

"Jlfay35,  1840." 

The  chairman  of  Committee  on  Revisal  also  reported  BeviMi,No  » 
back  a  resolution  heretofore  referred  to  them,  which,  on 
motion,  was  laid  on  the  table. 


74  JHftHud  0f  Qmm^il  Cmfiarente^  W4/&. 

Wm.  Wbans,  chftirman  of  the  Committee  on  Petitioi!» 
for  a  L&f  Delegalion,  dte.,  made  a  report^  widoh  was 
read,  with  an  accompanying  resolution. 

O.  Scott  moved  to  iay  the  report  and  reaolntion  on  die 
table,  and  make  them  the  order  of  the  day  for  to*niorrow. 
Lost. 

.  The  report  was,  on  motion,  adopted,  and  reads  aaf  fol- 
lows, via. : — 
^dSmtim,Jte^  "  '^^®  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petitions 
and  memorials  on  the « subjects  of  a  moderate  Episcopacy, 
the  election  of  Presiding  Elders  by  the  Annual  Confer- 
ences, and  a  lay  delegation  in  the  General  Conference, 
have  bestowed  upon  the  matter^  submitted  to  them  the 
attention  which  they  were  conceived  to  merit,  and  submit 
the  following  report : — 

'*  It  appears  that  the  petitions  and  memorials  on  these 
subjects  have  been  obtained  by  a  concerted  operation,  under 
ik»  direction  of  ^ome  single  intellect ;  inasmuch  as  nearly 
every  petition  on  any  one  of  these  subjects  is  not  only 
substantially,  but  literally,  the  same — ^most  of  them  being' 
prints  slips,  cut  from  some  newspaper ;  and  where  they 
are  written,  Uter€d  copies  of  such  as  are  printed.  This 
hot  induced  a  conviction  in  the  minds  of  the  cohnmttee 
that  these  petitions  and  memorials  are  the  result  of  agita^ 
tion,  and  iK>t  of  &rigm<d  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  most 
of  the  persons  signing  these  petitions  and  memorials ; 
aad  therefore  hy  no  means  deserving  the  same  considera- 
tion as  if  they  were  the  spontaneous  expression  of  the 
dissatisfaction  of  the  petitioners  and  memorialists.  "But, 
were  it  otherwise,  the  number  of  the  petitioners  is  so  very 
small  in  proportion  to  the  entire  membership  of  the  M. 
E.  Church,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  these 
memorials  and  petitions,  regarding,  not  iniwiduiil  gtiev' 
itnces,  but  general  interests,  are  entitled  to  no  other  consi- 
deration than  that  to  which  they  are  entitled  as  mere  ar^ 
guments  in  favour  of  the  courses  indicated.  And,  as  the 
committee  have  not  seen  reason  to  attach  much  import- 
ance to  them  in  this  light,  they  are  not  prepared  to 
,  recommend  the  peasures  which  are  called  for  by  these 

petitions  and  memorials. 

"  Moreover,  the  committee  having  witnessed  the  opera-* 
tion  of  the  present  system  of  Methodist  Episcopal  Chutch 
government,  and  being  persuaded  that  its  operation  has 
been  eminelitly  useful,  would  require  the  most  cogent 
I  reasons  to  induce  them  to  recommend  changes  ^o'ititport- 

ant  and  so  fundamental ;  especially  as  two,  at  leasts  of 
these  changes  have  beeti,  after  long,  grave,  and  deliberate, 
oonsideration,  recently  declined  by  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church.     The  committee  refer  to  the  proceedings  of 
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the  General  Cdtofereiiice  of  1828,  for  the  light  in  which  *^PJ*2. ^ 

l!he  election  of  Presiding  Eld^srs  by  the  Annual  Confei**  •"••***^**' 

ence^,  and  a'lay  del'egaiidtt  in  the  Geheral  Conference 

was  then  Tiewed,  and  the  decision  which  was  made  by 

the  Church  on  these  subjects.  * 

'    **  With  the  views  above  presented,  the  committee  cm 

do  no  other  than  submit  the  following  resolution,  vi2. : — 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  not  expedient  to  change  the  form 
of  our  Church  government  in  any  of  the^  matters  suggested 
in  the  petitions  and  memorials  which  have  b^en  under 
the  consideration  of  the  cotnmittee. 

<'  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

«*W.  WiNANS,  C^mrwtffi. 

M  Baltimore,  May  20,  1840." 

^  Peter  Gartwrigfat,  chairman  of  the  eommittee  oh  tb^ 
cases  of  Wm.  Heatli  and  Wm»  Hoaston,  presented  twa 
raports,  which  were  r«ad,  and  the  latter  laid  on  the  table 
for  the  present,  while  the  former  wm  adopted,  as  followi, 

vw.?— . 

•  . 

*'  The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  case  of  Rev.  Bopeft  on  wa 
Wm.  H^ath,  late  member  of  the  Missouri  Annual  Confer-,    ^•*^'*  *■■•• 
ence,  but  now  a  local  preacher  within  the  bounds  of  the 
Illinois  Conference,  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows  :-— 

'^  Having  taken  into  consideration  the  communication  * 
of  the  said  Rev.  Wm.  Heath,  together  with  the  evidence 
produced  in  the  case,  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  be 
has  no  just  grounds  for  an  appeal  to  this  Conference,  for 
the  redemption  of  any  pledge  given  him  in  the  economy, 
of  Methodism,  either  expressed  or  implied. 

"Your  committee  therefore  woiild  offer  the  following, 
resolution,  viz. : — 

"  Resolved,  That  while  we  sympathize  with  our  aged 
and  infirm  brother,  the  appellant,  in  his  poverty,  and 
deeply  deplore  his  misfortunes,  as  set  forth  in  his  com- 
munication to  this  Conference,  we  feel  in  duty  bound  to 
decide  that  Rev.  Wm.  Heath  has  no  just  grounds  for  com- 
plaint or  appeal  in  the  premises  ;  and  that  he  be  so  inform- 
ed by  the  Secretary  of  this  Conference,  at  his  earliest 
possible  convenience. 

"  All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

**  P.  Cartwright,  Chairman, 

"Jl&y  16,  .1840."  ... 

D.  Ostrand^r,  chairman  of  th6  committee  raised  on  the 
complaint  of  Bishop  Hedding  against  a  certain  Annual 
Conference,  presented  a  report,  Which  was  read,  and 
adopted,  as^followe,  viz.  :— 

'^The  committee  to  whom  the  commnmcation  bf  Bp. 
Hedding  was  feferred;  r^porfri-^  ' 
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Hoft  com-  "  Thait  they  have  had  a  meetiDg  to  oonaideT  ihe  sob- 
^  ^*  ject  referred  to  them,  the  Bishop  and  the  delegates  from 
tie  Conference  alluded  to  being  present.  That  proposi- 
tions were  made  in  the  presence  of  your  committee,  by 
^the  parties,  which  were  accepted,  and  the  difficulties  ami* 
cably  settled.  The  charges  were  then  withdrawn,  and 
the  committee,  haring  noming  more  to  do  in  the  premises, 
ask  to  be  discharged. 
*  "  D.  OsTiUNDER,  Chairman.^ 

On  motion  of  John  Early,  Conference  resolved  tdrmeet 
again  at  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

On  motion,  the  order  of  the  day,  the  appeal  of  J.  Smith, 
sen.,  was  deferred  until  this  aftemoDn,  and  the  unfinished 
business  of  Saturday,  the  report  on  temperance,  was  taken 
up.  The  question  being  on  the  first  division  of  the  reso- 
lution, the  proposal  to  strike  out,  it  was  adopted,  thus : — 

'*  Resolved,  That  sec.  8,  chap.  2,  on  ps^e  90  of  die 
Discipline,  be  stricken  out" 

The  second  part  of  the  resolution  was  read,  and,  mn  ibo- 
tipn  of  H.  Slicer,  laid  on  the  table! 

On  motion  of  r.  P.  Sandford,  the  balance  of  the  report 
was  laid  on  the  table.  • 

B.  W.  Petherbridge  offered  a  resolution,  and  brother 
Slicer  offered  a  substitute,  proposing  to  restore  Mr.  Wes- 
ley's original  rule. 

This  was  discussed  at  some  length ;  during  the  discus- 
sion of  which,  the  session  was  prolonged  fifteen  minutes. 
At  a  quarter- before  one  o'clock,  in  the  midst  of  the  debate, 
'  Conference  adjourned,  to  meet  again  this  aflemoon,  at 
'  three  o'clock. 

MONDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  25. 

Conference  met  at  three  o'clock,  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment, Bishop  Roberts  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with 
religious  exercises  by  brother  Wilson. 

On  motion  of  £.  Robinson,  the  order  of  the  day  was 
suspended  to  enable  him  to  present  a  paper  from  Maine, 
in  regard  to  church  property.  It  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Churches  and  Parsonages. 

The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  had  leave  to  sit  during 
Conference  hours. 
^SSL  mL  '*       '^^  ®'^®'  ^^  *^®  ^*y  being  the  appeal  of  James  Smith, 
sen'r^  of  the  Philadelphia  Conference,  on  motion,  the 
appeal  was  admitted. 

The  journals  of  the  Philadelphia  Conference  relating 
to  the  case  were  read.  J.  Smith  addressed  the  Con- 
ference in  his  defence,  asking  a  new  trial,  and  was 
followed  by  M.  Sorin,  L.  Scott,  H*  White,  and,  S.  Hig^Qi, 
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delegates    of  the   Philadelphia   Conference,   in   reply.  "^Sj^'* 
Brother  Smith  responded,  and  concluded  his  defence  on 
his  own  part.     On  motion  he  had  liberty  to  obtain  aid  in 
his  defence.    P.  P.  Sanford  Bpoke  in  behalf  of  brother 
Smith. 

J.  S.  Tomlinson  offered  the  following  resolution:-— 
**  Resolved,  That  inasmuch  as  brother  James  Smith,  sen., 
alleges  that  he  has  in  his  possession  testimony  which  was 
not  before  the  Philadelphia  Conference,  and  which  in  his 
opinion  would  exculpate  him  from  one  of  the  charges 
upon  which  he  was  expelled  from  the  Philadelphia  Con- 
ference, said  Conference  be  and  hereby  is  directed  to 
grant  him  a  new  trial." 

J.  Early  moved  the  following  as  a  substitute :  '<  Resolv- 
ed, That  the  decision  of  the  Philadelphia  Conference  in 
die  case  of  James  Smith,  sen.,  be  affirmed."  This  sub- 
stitute was  laid  on  the  table. 

J.  S.  Tomlinson's  resolution  was  then  adopted,  sixty-two  M|nrtaiit€iite- 
voting  in  the  affirmative  and  thirty-seven  in  the  negative. 

Conference  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  morning,  at 
eight  o'clock. 

TUESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  26. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Bishop  Red- 
ding in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  religious  exer-  * 
cises  by  D.  B.  Randall. 

On  njotion  of  C.  W.  Caipenter,  the  order  of  business 
was  suspended,  and  he  was  authorized,  as  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Expenses,  to  refund  twenty  dbUars  to  die 
delegates  from  the  Mississippi  Conference. 

T.  Spicer,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Revisal  pr4-  imtof  Cda- 
sented  a  report  in  relation  to  the  trial  pf  local  preachers.  Igy^^^ 
Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  the  rule  was  suspended  to  enable  the  Con- 
ference to  take  up  the  report  on  boundaries.  The 
report  was  taken  up  item  by  item,  read,  amended,  and 
adopted,  as  fdlows  : — 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

*'The  Committee  on  Boundaries  having  maturely  con-  B^tart^rf 
sidered  the  various  petitions,  naemmals,  dec,  referred  to    '^ 
them,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report,  vi2. :  The 
boundaries  of  the  several  Annual  Conferfnces  shall  be  as 
follows : — 

'*1.  The  NbwoYork  CoirrERBifei:  shall  include  all 
that  is  now  embraced  in  the  New- York,  White  Plains, 
New-Haven,  Ponghkeepm,  Hartlbrd,  Rhinebedc,  Dela- 
ware, and  Newburg  Districts. 

"2.  ProvidenosConferbncb  shall  inolsde  thai  partdf 
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^Si^^^^l^  die  state  of  Connecticut  Ipng  east  of  the  Connecticiii 
^  '  River,  all  the  state  of  Rhode  Island,  and  that  part  of  the 

state  of  Massachusetts  lying  sonthreast  of  a,  line  drawn 
from  the  north-east  comer  of  the  state  of  Rhode  Island  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Neponset  River,  which  line  shall  so  run 
as  to  leave  the  Walpole  ^tion  within  the  bounds  of  the 
Providence  Conference. 

"  3.  New-Enojjlnd  Conference  shall  include  all  the 
slate  Q(f  Massachusetts  lying  east  of  the  Green  Mountains 
not  embraced  in  the  NewYork,  New-Hampshire,  and 
.  Providence  Conferences. 

'*  4.  Maine  Confeiience  shall  include  all  the  state  of 
Maine,  and  that  part  of  the  state  of  New-Hampshire  lying 
^ast  ef  the  White  Hills,  and  north  of  the  wa^rs  of  Os- 
sipee  Xidke. 

"  {^.  New-Hmipbhire  Conference  shall  include  all 

the  state  of  New-Hampshire  npt  embraced  in  the  Maine 

.  Qonference,  that  part  q![  t^e  state  of  Vermont  east  of  the 

Qreen  Mountains,  and  that  part  of  the  state  of  Massacbu- 

Ifetts  north-east  of  the  Merrimack  River. 

^  6.  Troy  Confbrence  shall  include  the  Albany,  Troy, 
Poultney,  Burlington,  and  Plattsburg  Districts. 

"  7.  Black  River  Conference  shall  include  that  pan 
of  the  state  of  New-York  west  Of  the  Troy  Conference  dot 
.^iHiipraced  in  the  Genesee  Conference,  as  far  south  aa  the 
£rie  Canal,  and  all  the  societies  on  the  immediate  baxike 
of  said  canal,  except  Utica  and  CanisjUHaC 

"<8.  On£ida  Cosfbrencb  shall  include  that  pari  of 
^    the  state  of  New- York  east  of  Cayuga  Lake  not  embraced  x 
in  the  Ne]w-York,  Troy,  and  Black  River  Conferences, 
and  the  Susquehannah  District,  in  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
..   .iwaia. 

"  9.  Genesee  Conference  shall  include  that  part  of 
the  state  of  New-York  lying  west  of  a  line  running  sooth 
4fi90p  Iiake.  Ontario,  *y  way  <rf  Cayuga  Lake,  to  Penn- 
^Ivania,  not  embraced  in  the  Erie  Conference,  and  so  much 
^  the  north  part  of  the  stateof  Pennsylvaniii  as  is  included 
in  Seneca  Lake,  Dansville,  and  CataraugUS  Districts* 

'*  10.  Erie. Conference  shall  be  bounded  on  the  north 
by  Lake 'Erie,  on  the  east  by  a  line  commencing  at  the 
4no|]th  of  CataraugUS  Creek,  thence  to  the  Aileghany 
'  '  '  Kiver  at  the  mouth  of  Tui»inquant  Creek,  thence  up  said 
^omek  eastward  lo;  the.  ridge  dividing  between  the  waters 
4lf  dai&ion  and  Stnnamahoning  Creeks,  thenoe  east  to  4he 
head  of  Mahoning  Creek,  thence  down  said  creek  to  Ihe 
;AJlegbany  River,  thence  across  said  river  in  anorth-west- 
edjr  Erection  to  >tbe' Western  Reserve  line,  including  the 
:nftth  p)Mrt,(Of  .Bmtler  and.  NevM»stle  oircoits,  thence  m&^ 
to  the  Ohio  Canal,  thence  akmg  said  conai  lo  Lake  Bm, 
1no}iidiiig!iCfas0relaiid<i2i^.  / 


"11.  FwrBfeuRo  CoifFSRBNCE  shaU  be  bounded  on  the  ■?5*JL£H' 
sortli  by  tbe  Erie  Conference,  on  the  east  bj  the  Alleghany 
Monntains,  on  the  south  by  a  line  stretching  from  the  head 
of  Tygert's  Valley  to  the  Ohio  River,  so  as  to  embrace  Mid- 
dlteburo  circuit  and  Kanawha  mission,  thence  to  the  month 
of  the  Muskingum  River,  and  up  said  river,  exclusive  of  the 
towns  of  Marietta  and  Zanesville,  to  the  Tuscarawas  River, 
and  thenoe  up  said  river  to  the  line  of  the  Erie  Conferenee. 

"  12.  Ohio  Cokperencs  shall  commence  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Great  Miami  River,  nmning  north  with  the  state 
line  to  the  line  of  Dark  county,  excluding  Elizabethtown, 
thence  eastwardly  along  the  line  of  the  North  Ohio  Con- 
ference, so  as  to  exclude  the  circuits  of  Greenville,  Sid- 
nisy,  (except  Westville  and  MTadands,)  Belfontaine,  Allen 
BHssion,  Richwood,  Marion,  Delaware,  and  Roscoe,  to 
the  Muskingum  River,  thence  down  said  river  so  as  to 
include  the  towns  of  Zanesville  and  Marietta,  and  Ka- 
"  aswha  District,  in  Virginia,,  thence  down  the  Ohio  Riv^r 
to-  the  place  of  beginning. 

'*  13.  North  Ohio  Conference  shall  embrace  all  that 
pan  of  the  state  of  Ohio  not  included  in  the  Ohio,  Pitts- 
hmrg,  and  £iie  Conferences. 

"  14.  MicttioAN  Conference  shall  include  the  atale 
of  Michigan. 

"  15.  Indiana  Conference  shall  include  all  the  stgle 
of  Indiana,  and  Elizabethtown  in  Ohio. 

''16.  RocE  RivBR  Conference  shall  include  thatpart 
of  the  atate  of  Illinois  not  embraced  in  the  Illinois  G«i- 
ference,  and  the  Wisconsin  and  Iowa  Territories. 

''  17.  Illinois  Conference  shall  include  the  slate  of 
lUmois,  except  that  part  north  of  the  following  line,  viz.:-«^ 
Beginning  at  the. mouth  of  Rock  River,  thence  up  aaid 
'liver  to  the  mouth  of  Green  River,  thence  up  said /river 
'  to  the  Winnebago  Swamp,  thence  down  the  south  tean^h 
of  the  Bureau  River  to  the  Illinois  River^  thence  np  said 
/fiver  to  the  mouth  of  the  Kankakee,  thence  up  the  Km- 
•kakee  River  to  the  east  line  of  the  state  of  Illinoie. 

'*  18.  Missouri  Conference  shall  include  the  state  of 
Missonii  and  that  part  of  Mtseeuri  Territory  whipb  Ijoa 
north  of  the  Cherokee  hne. 

*'  19.  Kbhtuckt  Conferbngb  shall  include  the  st^le 
of  Kentucky,  except  so  much  of  the  aaid  state  aa  lids 
west  of  the  Tennessee  River, 

'*  20,  Houston  GonIferbnce  shall  include  E^M  iHm- 
aBeesee-aiid  that  pan  ftf  (he. states  of  Georgia,  South  Oa- 
.colina,  North  Camlina,  and  Yirgima,  now  embraced  in  4ie 
]!y[ewtown,  Jbshville,  WytbevjUe,  Abtngdoui  and  Gretfn- 
yille  Districts. 

.    *^2i.  Tj^iNEBaBB  CoN«EitfHfCB  ahftU  ificlade. Middle 
Tmneisttefand  Noath  Alabama.  . 
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^ggl^J??!"'  ''22.  Mbmpris  CoNvfiRSNOE  shall  be  booaded  on  die* 
east  by  the  Tombigbee  River,  Alabama  state  line,  and 
Tennessee  River,  on  the  north  by  the  Ohio  and  Missis* 
eippi  Rivers,  west  by  the  Mississippi  River,  and  sottth  by 
a  line  running  due  east  from  the  Mississippi  River  lo  the 
soQth-west  comer  of  Tallahatchie  county,  thence  due  east 
to  the  south-eastern  comer  of  Yallabusha  county,  thence 
in  a  straight  line  to  the  north-western  comer  of  Oktibaha 
connty,  thence  due  east  to  the  Tombigbee  River. 

'^23.  Arkansas  Conter^kcb  shiS  include  the  state 
of  Arkansas,  that  part  of  Missouri  Territory  south  of  the 
Cherokee  line,  and  so  much  of  Texas  as  is  now  embnoed 
in  the  Red  River  District. 

"  24.  Tkxas  Conference  flijiall  include  the  Republic 
of  Texas,  except  what  is  embraced  in  the  Red  River  Dis- 
trict, Arkansas  Conference. 

**M.  Mississippi  Conference  shall  include  all  that 
part  of  the  state  of  Mississippi  not  embraced  in  the  Ala- 
bama and  Memphis  Conferences,  and  all  the  state  of  Lou- 
isiana. 

*<  26.  Alabama  Conference  shall  include  South  Ala- 
bama, West  Florida,  and  the  counties  of  Jackson,  Greene, 
Wayne,  Clark,  Lauderdale,  Kemper,  Noxubee,  Lowndes, 
and  that  part  of  Monroe  east  of  the  Tombigbee  River,  in 
the  state  of  Mississippi. 

''  27.  Georgia  Conference  shall  include  all  the  state 
.  of  Georgia,  except  what  is  now  embraced  in  the  New- 
town District  in  the  Holston  Conference,  East  and  Mid- 
dle Florida. 

**  28.  South  Carolina  Conference  shall  include  the 
state  of  South  Carolina,  (except  that  part  of  said  state 
BOW  embraced  in  the  Holston  Conference,)  and  so  much 
of  North  Carolina  as  is  included  in  the  Lincolnton  and 
Wilmington  Districts. 

**29.  North  Carolina  Conference  shall  be  boond- 
tA  on  the  east  by  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  on  the  north  by 
Albemarle  Sound,  Roanoke  and  Staunton  Rivers,  on  the 
west  by  the  top  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  inclnding  the  counties 
^of  Wilkes  and  Iredell,  on  the  south  by  the  south  lines  of 
Iredell,  Rowan,  Davidson,  Randolph,  and  Chatham,  thence 
by  Cape  Fear  River,  except  those  appointments  now  in- 
"  eluded  in  the  Wilmington  and  Lincolnton  Districts. 

"  30.  YiRoiNiA  Conference  shall  be  bounded  on  the 
east  by  the  Chesapeake  Bay  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  on 
-the  Bondi  by  Albemaile  Sound,  Roanoke  and  Staunton 
Itivers,  on  me  west  by  the  Blue  Ridge,  oki  the  north  by 
the  Rappahannock  River,  except  Fredericksburg  and 
Port  Royal. 

*'3l.  Baltoiore  Conference  shall  include  the  re- 
maining part  of  xVirginia  not  embraeed  in  the  Virginia^ 
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.  HolstoQ,  Ohio,  Pittabnrg,  aad  Philade^hia  C^ferences,  ^^g^^^^ 
the  Western  SWre  of  Matyland,  except  a  small  portion 
included  in  >  the  Pittsburg  Conference,  and  that  part  of 
Pennsylvania  lying  east  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains  and 
west  of  Susquehannah  River,  including  Northumberland 
Pistdct. 

'' 32.  .Phil4JD£xj>hu..  CoNF£R£NC£  shall  include  the 
.  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  the  state  of 
Delaware,  md  all  that  part  of  Pennsylvania  lying  between 
the  Susquphannah  and  Delaware  Rivera,  except  so  much . 
as  is  included  in  th^  Baltimore,  Oneida,  ^d  New-Jersey . 
Conferences.       . 

'^33.    New-Jeasey    Conference   shall  include   the, 
whol^  state  of  New-Jersey,  Staten  Island,  and  so  much 
of  the  states  of  New-¥ork  and  Pennsylvania  as  is  now 
,  included  in  the  Paterson  District. 

"  34.   There  shall  be  an  Annu^  Conference  on  the     " 
western  coast  of  Africa,  to  be  denominated  The  Liberia 
Mission  Annual  Conference,  possessing  all  the  rights, 
powers,  and  privileges  of  other  Annual  Conferences,  ex-    I 
cept  that  of  sending  delegates  to  the  General  Conference,   } 
and  of  drawing  its  annual  dividend  from  the  avails  of  the  -^ 
Book  Concern  and  of  the  Chartered  Pimd. 

"  Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  request 
tof  the  Baltimore  Conference,  asking  the  privilege  of  di- 
viding within  the  next  four  years,  ought  not  to  be  granted. 
''  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

"P.RicE,  CAotmow. 

^*&ifet»»«re,  Afay  22,  1840." 

tDonference  resolved  to  meet  again  at  three  o'clock. 

M.  Richardson,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  RMortofOom- 
Book  Concern,  presented  a  report,  which  was  read,  and,  coSoSSJ^^* 
according  to  rule,  laid  on  th^  tablft.  ..     « -  "■ 

D.  Ostrander  moved  to  reconsider  the  case  of  Silas 
Comfoi:t,  on  his  appeal  to  this  Conference. 

While  this  motion  was  pending,  Conference  adjourned 
to  meet  this  afternoon,  at  three  o'clock. 


consider  A« 
appeal  of  8. 
Comftit. 


TUESDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  36, 

.Conference  met  at  three  o'clock,  Bishop  Andrew  in  the 
chair,  and  was  opened  with  appropriate  religious  exercises! 
by  iMTOther  Levings. 

'The  following  motion  of  t).  Ostrander,  under  considera-  {caae  ^  of 
tion  this  morning  at  the  time  of  adjournment,  was  taken    '"^^  ~^ 
up  and  adopted,  Conference  having  first  reconsidered 
the  case : — ^•*  Whereas,  it  appears  from  the  Journal  of  the  />pp^«i 
Missouri  Conference  that  no  censure  was  fixed  upon,  norli  ^^'^^ 
reproof  given  to  Silas  Contort,  in  the  vote  of  said  Con-  'j 
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\  '  ierence,  but  that  he  was  simply  fbund  to  have  eryeS  in  j^i^'* , ' 
I  tHentrt,  and  hiii  charaeter  was  passed  without  censurer,-^  \ 

I  Therefore,  after  mature  deliberadott  by  the  General  Cpn-  ,' 

II  ference,  be  it  resolred,  That  Ae  appeal  oC  'Siia»  Comfort 
r  be  not  entertained.'' 

T^BitaOTi^    f      While  the  above  was  under  diacnaaioii^  J.  S.  TomKnaon 

SJ'lSwi  Md  *.  '^^^^^  ^^  foflowing  sttbstituie,  which  was  lai3  on  Uie  tar 

:  on  tiw  tauTj '  ble  before  D.'0strander*8  motion  wa^  adopted :— *^  Wh«xe- 

<  jas,  the  decSeiote  of  the  Missouri  Conference  tin*  this  caae    ; 

j  fof  Silas  Qomfbrt  invc^yed  no  prndshtoent  or  censmrevT^ 

^solved^  That  the  9,^eBl  which  he  made  to  this  eody  from 

.'  I  that  decision  should  not  he  entertained,  and  thai  alt  Uie 

I    proceedings  ef  diis  body,r  growing  out  of  the  entertain* 

|;  ment  of  said  appeal,  (inchiding  the  resolution  of  broAer 

iPew,  concemhkg  the  testimony  of  coloured  persoM,)  should 

be  and  hereby  are  ordered  to  be  erased  from  the  jomial.'* 

^,^^^^  ^  G.  ¥^c\  movied  to  reconbider  the  rtdsolntioo  of  I.  Aw   * 

rmPT'tHS^  ]t*ew,  which  passed  the  Confex^enee  on  Monday,  May  I'BAu 

^^'^       { ,     While  this  motion  wa&  pending,  Conference,  adjourned  to 

\|    ineet  to-morrow  morning,  at  hinf-past  eight  o'cfeck. 

WEDNESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  ar. 

Conference  met  pmrsuant  to  adjournment,  Bishop  Wa 
,in  the  cfaasir,  and  was  opened  wilb  religious  e:rerc&e8 1 
brother  Palton. 

The  Presickint  caHed  for  reports  from  stating  and 
s^lee^commifteies.  .  ,  _ 

Beport Ko^f,of      NTBangs,  chairman  of  the  Coikmiittee  on  Slareryv pre- 
^S^l^  ^ '  sented  a  report  with  respect  to  th^  protest  of  sundry  per- 
.    '  aoiis  in  New-York  city,  against  a  memorial  on  slavery,   . 
presented  and  referred  on  May  ad,  purporting  to  covie  from    . 
;^,one  thousand  one  hundred  membm  of  our  church.  'Ke^,    • 
i    andon  motion  laid  on  the  taUe,.. .  / 

'te^^^gy  ^-"--fr-TriM^  of  Committee  on*  fcenftihaiy 

.  sfiiitoripms*   Subscriptions,  presented  a  report,  which  was  read,  and  on 
motion  kid  on  the  table. 
S.  G.  Roezel,  chairman  of  tW  Cbmmittee  on  ChnrcKfo 
'    and  Parsonages,  presented  a  report,  which  was  read  and 
adopted,  as  Yollows  r-*^ 
^S^^SS!^      "  '^®  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  our 
ChurciMs  nd  churches  and  parsonages,  beg  leave  to  present  the  follow- 
ing report: 

/;*  By  a  resolution  of  the  last  Cyeneral  Conference,  il;  was 
n^e  the  duty  of  the  several  Apnual  Conferences  to*  ihsti- 
ttite  an  investigation  into  the  l^tate  and  condition  of  the 
churches  and  parsonages  throughout  the  connectidn. 
This  investi^tion  was  to  ihiclude  ike  mmAer^  the  ienwre 
\ij  Whicli  they  are  secured  to  the  Mr  E.  Church,,  and  the 
"amoimt  of  their  liabilities.    Your  committee  regret  to  r^ 


^«l,tlie  mpMn  tfierded  them  by  wkAch  to  ^r^ae^t  tmy- 
thing  like  a  full  and  satisfactory  report  hft^re  d<^  aocoe 
ilito  dnw  posse  wc9^  The  wH^  oosiii^waoi^  w}ijiph  We 
made  any  rsiport  on  th(Bae  points  .s,ce  tbo  Nsir^Xoiky  Mbdnai 
Troy,  apjd  PhiJfudfJpWa  Qwferenceis* 

<<  jProm  wlM^iiiforxpatioa  your  comujuittee  bave  been  abl^ 
jKp  obtain,  Ae  foUowipg  perticiilars  ai^  adduced : 

"  First,  A  large  n^ajocity  of  0|ir  chuschee  and  par4|oaages 
#0e  secured  to  the  M*  £;  Church  lacooitLiog  to  the  Disoi- 
^Uoe  of  i^e  sapse;  but  that  a  iarge  ntumber  are  not  so  ee- 
cured,  but  are  held  either  in  trust  for  the  particular,  s^eietiee 
wbere  they  arersituate4tf  w  are  held  by  individuals  in  trust. 

*'  JSeamd,  That  fxkvick  of  our  church  proiperty  in  .4mse 
Uiuted  ^States  ^  greatly  indebted :  vour  oownittee,  lienr- 
eiRer,  know  of  99  better  piso  by  ^ioh  to  guard  igainut 
this  evil  in  futur^^  than  tJi^i^  of  a  of^reful  fidheievce  tp^he 
Tale  of  Discipline  on  ijhe  aubjeot.of  building.eburphem  &c. 

**  Your  committee  have  also  had  under  consideration  a 
memonel  from  a  suiaber  qf  very  respeetKble  loeittbers  of 
our  church  in  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  praying  the  General 
'  Conference  sd  to  alter  the  Discipline,  as  to  leave  it  op- 
tional to  the  people  to  build  churches  with  or  without  free 
seats :  also  a  resolution  to  the  same  eflbct,  referred  Xo 
.^em  by  this  conference.  Tour  committee  are  of  opiriion, 
however,  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  alter  the  Discipline  on 
^8  subject. 

'^Respectfiflly  submitted, 

•**S.  G.  Ros^EL,  {Chairman. 

^BtOHmore,  May  m.lSiO:' 

L.  Pierce,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  iJie  Course  of 
Study,  presented  a  report,  which  was  read,  and,  accord- 
ing to  rule,  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  W.  Capers,  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Episcopacy  was  taken  up,  and  the  :first  resolution 
therein  was  read  and  adopted,  as  follows : — 

"Resolved,  That  the  administtatioii  for  the  last  four 
years  be  and  the  same,  hereby  is  approved.^ 

The  second  resolution  was  read.  Moved  to  lay^  It  on 
the  table.  Lost.  Moved  to  adopt.  Moved  to.  strike  but 
*Uwo"  and  msert  <*one ;"  for  which  B.  M.  Drake  moved 
as  a  substitute  to  strike  out  '<two,"dnd  in^ert^'^threei" 
Moved  to  lay  the  stibstitute  on  the  table.  Carried.  Moved 
to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table.  Lost.;  Tfaeflinher 
consideration  of  this  subject  was  postooned^  and  on  mo- 
tion it  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  ws  to-tnorrow. 

S.  If  iggins  presented  a  .communipatiyn  from.  4^,rtrii8- 
tees  of  the  Chartered  Fund  of  the  M.  JE^^cWch.  ,Qpi 
motion,  it  was  referred  to  a  seleQt.  cppupittee  of  thre^,,  j^ 
consider  aijid  r^pqft  ^be^epfl,     .  ,     .\     .       '    ,.  ,   '^^     . 
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Conference  resolved  to  bold  another  session  at  tbree 
o'clock,  P.  M. 

^^SScwti^&'     On  motion, thereportoftheCommitteeon  the  Eptecopacy, 

Sooto  BuLp  in  relation  to  the  election  and  ordination  of  a  Bishop  for 

fiHTA^ica.  Africa,  was  taken  up.  J.JEarly  moved  to  amend  the  re- 
port, by  inserting  the  following  in  the  second  resolution, 

^Jj^^.  viz. :  "and  provided  he  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  re- 
sponsibilities, duties,  and  privileges,  as  are  the  Bishops  of 
the  M.  E.  Church  in  the  United  States.''    On  motion  this 

LUdontkattp  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table.     The  whole  subject 

'^'  was  then  laid  ot  the  table. 

lUpaton  BwA       The  report  (No.  3)  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Con- 
*  ^'  '  cem,  was  taken  up,  read,  and  after  considerable  discus- 
sion,  and    action   upon  several  resolutions,   viz.,  first, 
see&nd,  thirds  fourth,  fifth;  and  on  an  amendment  to  the 
sixth ;  these  and  the  amendment  were  adopted. 

Conference  then  adjourned,  to  meet  at  three  o'clock. 

WEDNESDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAT  27. 

Conference  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment^  Bishop  Mor- 
ris in  the  chair ;  and  was  opened  with  the  usual  religiose 
exercises  by  brother  Eddy. 
Ottto  Conference  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  r^>ort  of 

the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern.  The  seventh  and 
eighth  resolutions  were  adopted.  J.  A.  Collins  moved  to 
,  amend  the  ninth  resolution,  by  striking  out  all  after  the 
words  "  New- York."  T.  N.  Ralston  moved  to  lay  this 
amendment  en  the  table.  Lost.  After  some  diaci^ston, 
J.  A.  Collins  withdrew  his  motion  to  strike  out,  and  offered 
as  a  substitute  the  following : — **  The  prixkcipal  estabhsb- 
ment  of  the  Book  Concern  shall  be  in  the  city  of  New- 
York  ;  and  there  shall  be  such  other  establisbhie^ts  as 
the  Genera^  Conferencp  may  deem. expedient." 

Considerable  discussion  ensued,  when  J.  A.  Collins 
withdrew  his  substitute,  and  renewed  his  motion  to  strike 
OQ$. .  The  motion  to  strike  out  prevailed,  and  the  resola- 
tion  as  amended  was  adopted. 

The  tenth  resolution  was  read,  for  which  N.  Bangs 
offered  a  substitute,  which  was  adopted. 
,     The  eleventh  resolution  was  read,  and  adopted.     (See 
report,  page. 116.) 

On  motion  the  Conference  adjourned,  to  m^et  to-<mor- 
row  morning,  at  half-past  eight  e^clock. 

THURSDAY  MORNING,  MAY  28. 

*  Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Bishop  Ro- 
'  *  '    ;  I     berts  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  the  usual  religious 
exercises  by  brother  Hudson. 
•    On  motion,  the  order  of  business  was  suspended,   to 


dumA'ilie  diaimmii  of  the  OonHhltlee  on  EipeiiBert  to  pay 
twelve  dolLara  to  two  brethien,  who  had  received  that 
much  in  counterfeit  notes.  2  • 

.  The  otdiir  of  business  was  ftiither  svspended,  and  te  ^ESvttofNS!^ 
appeal  of  Jonas  Scott  was  taken  np..*  The  Jonmai  of  the    HMmttoe 
NQW*Hafnp8hire  Oonfesence  in  the-  case  c»'  Jonas*  Sedtt    ^'*'^*^    - 
was  read,  and  the  following  resolution^  .^ere  read  and 

"1.  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual 
Conferenoes,  in  Oeneral  Gbnfoence  assembled,  That  the 
decision  of  the*  NeW'^Hampshire  Conference  in  the  case 
of  Jonas  Scott,  by  which  he  was  located  without  hn  con« 
aent,  appears  £rom  the  journals  of  said  Conferenoe  to  be 
defectx?e  for  the  want'  of  the  documentary  evidence*  j 

**%.  Hescdved,  That  the  deoision  of  the  said  Ck)nference' 
in  the  case  of  said  Jonas  Scott  be  and  the  same  hereby 
is  reversed.*^ 

The  chair  announced  the  Committee  on  the  Chattered 
Fund,,  viz.  :-r- 

Nathan  Bangs,  John  Early,  BiUings  O.  Plimpton. 

The    President   called  for  reports;   when  J.   Eatiy, 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy,  made  a  report^  Rapoct  ^^^ 
ilrbich  was  read  and  adopted,  as  follows : —  SSf"*'  "^ 

*  ''  The  Oonranittee  on  the  Episeopacy  have  had  under 
oonaideration  the  travelling  estpenses  <tf '  the  several 
Bishops,  since  the  last  General  Conference ;  and  &ad  that 
Bishop  Roberts's  expenses  iq>  to  this  time  have  be^ 
$40  25  over  the  annual  appropriation  of  $125.  Bishop 
Sofile'B  expelisea  $260  over ;  Biahc^  Hedding's  expenses 
bave  been  covered  by  the  appropriation ;  Bishop  An* 
drew's  $250ovet;  Bishop  Waugh's  expenses  not  covered 
by  the  appropriation,  but  he  dooB  not  know  exactly  |he 
amount  he  is  ^ficient,  and  Utet^foie'  makes  no  demattd ; 
Bishop  Morris's  expenses  oveirun  the  apfkropriatioil 
#99 .33,  The  committee  xecommend  ik»  adoptiob  of  this 
ftdlowing  resolution ; 

'^^Ees^ved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New-Yofk  bd 
directed  to  pay  Bishop  Roberta  $40  25 ;  ]^shop  Soide 
$260 ;  Bishop  Andrew  $250 ;  and  Bishop  Mom8$99  39; 
and  close  their  acoonnts  ion  travelHng  e^onaes'  np  to 
thiadaie^ 

^  Respectfully  submitted, 

.   **Jmv  Eaklt,  ChmmuM. 

'^Bakimore,  Ma^  28,  1640.''  ^ 


W.  Cs^p<9rs,  chairman  of  the  Committee^  on.  (he  Address  {^f^^ 
fraa  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Ccmnection,  made  a  leport,   ^tmT^ii?  jjS" 
aeeompanied  with  letters  to  the  British  and  Canada  Con^  ^^^^!^^ 
ferenees,' which  were  i^adv    Moved-  to  adopt  the  leport  | 
and  letters.    (See  Appendix,  DacumenlsrB.  aM  C>    \  /  ' 
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.  Oi  Scolt  oaUM  ibr  ft  dkiaion  on  wAoffdnm  ttMlMtor  m 
the  BritiBh  ConMreiie^.  H.  Slioor  mored  to  toeoitmul 
the  report.  Lost.  J.  T.  Mitckell  oCnfod  tlM  foDowiag 
MioIiitbii,#kidi  was  adopted:  "ReadTed,  TliftStlMcoin- 
miltee  renae  the  letter  lo  the  Mtiah  ConHmace,  eo  aa  to 
*]«fer  to  OUT  literary  inathirtioBay  and  to  the  xMeidnoige  of 
'  feepr^entatiTes." 

'  The  question  was  then  taken  on  adopting  the  report  ot 
ttva  committee. 

1.  On  the  letter  to  the  Britiah  Weal^yaa  Gooference  4 
ditision  was  called  for;  and  on  motion,  that  pan  whidi 
does  not  refer  to  alarery  was  adopted.  That  part  relating 
lo  slavery  waa  also  adopted ;  one  hundred  and  fourteoft 
yoting  ia  the  affirmative,  and  eighteen  in  the  negatite. 

On  the  letter  to  the  Canada  Conferenoe ;  which  was 
adopted. 

The  report,  and  reaolutions  annexed,  were  ihen  adoptodi 

hB  ibllows : — 

%SSe*'  *lSI      "The  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  of 

ten  to%xeat  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Confiarenoe  in  Great  Britain,  and 

gj^    «Bd  g^  document  from  the  Weslejran  Methodist  Conference  in 

V^pipet  Canada,  report, 

^  1.  Yoor  committee  reapeetiiiHy  reoomnend  the  sendk 
ing  of  a  delegate  to  ^  Wesleyan  Methodist  Conference 
in  Great  Britain,  in  1842 ;  and  that  the  Book  Agents  at 
New-YoriL  be  directed  to  fiimish  him  with  money  ta  de^ 
fray  all  neceasary  expenses  iacideat  to  Ma  miasum,  as 
fodr  messenger. 

**2..  Yoor  coamiittee  farther  recommend  the  sending  of 
a  delegate  to  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Conference  of 
Upper  Canada,  at  the  seasioa  of  1841 ;  and  diat  his 
expenses  be  paid  as  abore* 

''8.  Yont  eommitiee  ]«esent  the  following  lettees  aa 
being,  ia  their  o|^nioa,  proper  to  be  sent  to  the  aboTaqsMoa^ 
tion^  Conferenees ;  one  ia  answer  to  the  letters  of  (Imi 
British  Conference^  and  in  acknowledgment  of  the  fwoar  of 
Mr.  Newton's  visit ;  and  the  o&er  a  letter  of  eongritida* 
I  titoa  to  our  brethren  of  Caaada,  and  in  adwowl^gnwiil 

of  the  fcvoar  of  the  risit  of  dieir  reprosentatives.     ' 
<«^11  of  whidi  is  tespeotfidly  submitted, 

"  Wm.  Capers,  Chairmitm/' 

O.  Scott  moved  to  paUidi  the  Address  from  the  British 

vWesleyan  Methodist  Connection  in  &e  dffioial  papers  of 

^ihft.M.  .E.  Chnrclu  ^.This  motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

a»Mif« w)>  j    N.  Wilson  moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  the  day^'  for 

soiMtav*  Si  (the  pmpose  of  taking  up  ^e  rraoludon  of  brother  PedK, 

jJJjJJJttJ^  to  rctootisider  the  reeblntiott  of  biodter  Piew,  oa  reoeivtng 

mony  Uho  testimony  <rf  eoloured  petsons.    Moted  lo  lay  iha 

v.djboveoathe  tahlav    Lost. 


I    "tlesolved,  That  tie  rcsplutioa  offered  .^ 
.  ^d  adopted  on  Monday,  the  Idth  inst.,  r^l 
testimony  of  persons  of  colour,  he  reconsidered^ 
,  amended  ^o  as  to  res^d  a^  fc^ows,  viz* : 

*'<  Resolved,  That  it  is  inexf)edient  and  unjustifiable  ^or 
any  preacher  among  us  to  admit  persons  of  colour  to  giyje 
testimony  on  the  trial  of  wtute  persons  in  any  sUyehold- 
ing  state  or  territory  where  they  are  denied  that  privi- 
lege in  trials  at  law ;  provided,  that  when  an  Annual  Con- 
ference  in  any  such  state  or  territory  shall  judge  it  ecrae- 
dient  to  admit  of  the  introduction  of  such  testimony  witnia 
its  bounds,  it  shall  be  allowed  to  do  so." 

T.  Spicer  called  for  a  division  of  the  resolution.    The 
chair  decided  the  resolution  not  tq  be  divisible.    Frodi     i 
this  decision  an  appeal  was  taken.    The  Confereao^  asu^     ] 
tained  the  decision  of  the  chair.  jl 

£.  H.  Pitcher  moved  to  lay  the  substitute  on  the  taUe.  i' 
fiftWi^       ^ — -      '  —  ^ 


Conference  then  resolved  to  meet  again  at  three,  P.  M« 
After  much  discussion  on  6.  Peek's  motion,  Conffirenfey 
^jounied,  to  ^eet  at  three  o^clock  this  aftemooa.       . 


THURSDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  2». 

^  Conference  met  at  three  p'clock,pmsuant  to  adjoumiaeiiti 
Bishop  Heddtng  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  relir 
jpous  exercises  by  brother  A.  N.  Filmore.  \ 

Conference  resumed  the  subject  under  consideration  thia 
morning — the  motion  tc^  reconsider  the  resolution  pM9e4 
on  the  1 8th,  in  relation  to  the  testimony  of  colourie^  persQ9i9« 

It  was  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  t^  reqonsid^  ^qh 
the  table.   X^ost. 

It  was  moved  to  amend,  for  the  purpose  of  referriiig  Ui 
a  committee  the  resolution  of  brother  Few.  ^.  A.  Comsjn 
moved  to  lay  this  motio^i  on  the  table.    Carried. 

On  moticm  of  J*.  A.  Collins,  the  resolution  offered  by 
W.  A.  Smith  this  morning,  as  a  substitute  tax  t  A.  Few'a 
yeeolution,  was  cgjl^d,  «p  ,  ■> — ---^    -        '—  ^^ 

^ — 6kriSary "offered  the  following  substitute  for  W.  Av^Sifci 
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Smith's  resolution : — 

"  Resolved,  by  the  members  of  the  Oenend  Ckmfexencf^  I  «iaw«d  tMU- 
i}  Conference  assembled,  -       \ 

"II  That  all  proceedings  of  the  Conference,  ia  tbf  h  * 
case  of  the  append  of  Silas  Comfort  (with  ihe  exception  \\ 
of  the  decision  that  it  could  not  be  entertained)  be,  and  they  \\ 
hereby  are  rescinded.  •  [; 

"  2.  That  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Conference  on  th^  ,  \ 
subject  of  the  testimony  of  coloured  persjons  be,  find  t)if|y  ij 
Aereby  ar^  rescinded  . «  f 
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BS  ^  J      Jommai  of  Oemtral  Cm^krmm,  1840:       ^  j 

**S.  That  the  severftl  Annual  Conferencea  be  atlibeitf  V 
1  to  gi^e  auch  diractiona  to  their  membera  aa  may  be  deem*  /• 
led  expedient  on  the  aubject  of  (he  teatimony  of  coloured// 
Mraona."  If 

On jotiony  j^fLabOYfijgubstitute  waa  Jaid  on  the  taWey^ 
TTwair  moved  to  lay  onlHe"*talBle''the  8ub8til3re'']ellled 
up  by  J.  A.  CoUina.  Lost. 

L.  Scott  moved  to  amend  the  aubatitute,  by  atriking  out 
^  unjustifiable,**  and  inserting  *'  unadviaable.''   Thia  amend* 

ment.gai  TnfrT  nn  tho  taMn      _  _  ^,  ^, 

T     The  question  was  about  to  be  taken  on  W.  A.  Smith's  | 

\8ubatitute,  when,  on  motion  of  J.  B.  Houghtaling,  the  yea 

1  nays  were  ordered,  and  were  as  follows  \-n^^ — t^ 

FlULH! 'lf'6|$kin^,  'Sadsom,  TfiUmes,   Preston7  Ayera, 

.     Poe,  M'Mahan,  Raper,  Christie,  Young,  Hamilton,  Ham- 

■      line,  Wright,  Munroe,  Green,  Johnson,  Akers,  Caftwright> 

V    Thompson,  Crews,  Clarke,  Mitchell,  Tomlinson,  Bascom, 

'   Stamper,  Ralston,  Taylor,  Ames,  Eddy,  Patton,  Sevier* 

T«M»  ea.  Catlett,  Paine,  Pitts,  M'Ferrin,  Driskill,  Moody,  Harrell, 

J.  C.  Parker,  Holland,  Winans,  Drake,  Murrah,  Levert» 

Callaway,  {lodges,  L.  Pierce,  Parks,  Few,  6.  F.  Pierce,, 

Capers,  Betts,  Wightman,  English,  Spain,  Leigh,  Brook, 

Jamieson,  Crowder,  Early,  Smith,  Brison,  Collins,  Miller^ 

Roazel,  Slicer,  Doraey,  Gaife,  and  H.  Wl^    69  yeaa. 

NATa;  Banga,  Rice,  Reed,  Luckey,  Sandforid,  N. 
White,  Carpenter,  Ostrander,  Horton,  J.  A.  Merrill,  Q^ 
Scott,  CrandaU,  TJpham^  Stickney,  A.  D.  Merrill,  Robin- 
son, Hill,  Larrabee,  Randall^  Bailey,  Jones,  Templeton, 
Chamberlain,  Adams,  Cahoon,  E.  Scott,  Perkins,  Spicer, 
ifi^a,  aa  *  Letings,  Sherman,  Houghtaling,  Minor,  Seymour,  Cooke, 
Hudson,  Plimpton,  Kitisley,  Chandler,  Gary,  Dempster, 
'  Baker,  Chase,  Harmon,  Bowen,  Peck,  Paddock,  Colcla- 

zer.  Power,  Pilcher,  Abel,  G.  Filmore,  A.  N.  Filmore, 
Jl  Parker^  Dodge,  Tooker,  Spencer,  Wiley,  Wood,  Wil- 
son, Higgins,  Sorin,  L.  Scoti,  Lybrand,  Pitman,  Pether- 
bridge.  Force,  Winner,  Porter,  and  Walker.  _  69  nayau 
t    iie«  '^"'^-WBSrei^pon,  Uis^p  TTeddiiig  stated,  thatln  his  pidj  ~ 
£Sji  iment  a  ^iahop  presiding  in  the  General  Conference  ha 
#not  the  prerogative,  in  case  of  a  tie  on  a  question,  t 
'  decide  it  by  giving  the  casting  vote ;   and  that,  as.  ther 
'waa  not  a  majority  in  favour  of  the  resolution,  it  waa) 
lost,  of  course. '  -  -  -  ■"'*"*^  "" 

ConAnence  adjourned,  to  meet  to-morrow  morning,  « 
i  half-paat  eight  o'clock. 

FRIDAY  MORNING,  MAY  39.        • 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Bishop  An- 
\  drew  in  the  chair,  and  waa  opened  with  reading  the  word 
\  of  God,  ainging  and  prayer,  by  brother  Petherbridg^. 
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'  *lfte  President  catled  for  reports,  when  W.  Winans,  ^Jg^'J^^. 
(^aitman  of  the  Committee  on  Idneraney,  {tfesenied  ft    •twcr. 
Yeport,  which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 
•    On  motion,  the  report  <rf  the  Committee  on  the  Book  ^jJJ 
Concern  was  taken  up,  and  the  twelfth,  tkirteenih,  four*    port 
teenth,  and  fifteenth  Iresoliitions  Were  addpted.    The  six»  * 
teenth  resolution .  was  read,  and  W.  Winans  moved  to 
amend  it,  by  striking  out  the  words  '*  shall  be,"  and  in*- 
Berting   '^if.**    Carried.     The    sixteenth  resolution    as 
amended  was  then  adopted.    The  seventeenth  and  eigh" 
teenth  resolntions  were  read,  and  adopted.     S.  Miner 
mored  to  amend  the  nineteenth  resolution,  by  adding  the 
words  "  with  interest."    Lost.    The  resolution  as  reported 
was  adopted.    The  twentieth  and  twenty-first  resolutions 
were  adopted.     G.  S.  Holmes  moved  to  amend  the  twen* 
^-^^^(md  resolution,  by  striking  out  the  words  **if  prac* 
ticable."     Lost.     The  resolution   was   then  adopted  as 
teported.'   The  twenty-tkiird,  twenty-fmrth,  and  twenty fifih 
resolutions  were  read,  and  adopted.     (For  report  and 
resolutions,  see  page  116.) 

S.  K.  Hodges,  of  the  committee,  presented  the  follow-  Hodfi 
itog  resolutions,  which  were  read  and  adopted:—^  potSotSi^  **" 

**1.  Resolved,  That  the  Agents  of  the  Book  Concern 
at  dttcinnati  be  released  from  the  claim  of  the  Agents  at 
New- York,  and  that  the  books  on  hand  there,  the  real 
estate  there,  and  the  debts  due  this  establishment,  up  to 
April  I,  1840,  be  considered  as  the  capital  stock  of  the 
Book  Concern  at  Cincinnati. 

*»2.  Resolved,  That  the  Agents  at  New-York  be  in* 
structed  at  their  earliest  convenience  to  furnish,  for  the 
Concern  at  Cincinnati,  duplicate  stereotype  plates  of  the 
24mo.,  48mo.,  and  72mo.  Hymns,  the  Discipline,  the  Sun- 
day School  Hymns,  and  all  the  books  of  instruction  for 
Sunday  Schools,  and  charge  the  same  at  cost  prices : 
provided,  when  convenient  the  cash  shall  accompany  the 
order,  or  be  forwarded  as  early  as  practicable,  and  the 
amount  of  debt  against  the  Cincinnati  Concern  shall 
ndt  exceed  $10,000  at  the  end  of  any  one  year-^-com- 
mencing  April  1,  1840.'* 

J.  A.  Collins  moved  to  reconsider  the  resolution  re- 
specting Editors  at  New- York.  Carried.     He  then  moved    y^SS^Sff 
to  amend  so  as  not  to  confine  the  election  of  Editors  to  the 
tnrvelling  preachers.    The  amendment  was  adopted. 

J.  A.  Collins  moved  to  reconsider  the  resolution  re^ 
specting  the  Agents  at  New-York.  Carried.  Moved  to 
strike  out  said  resolution.    Carried. 

W.  Winans  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the  word  "  as- 
sistant" to  the  word  "preacher,"  inclusive,  in  paragraph      __^ 

^,  section  8,  p«rt  2,  page  180,  of  Discipline^  and  insert    ]^^p^^ 
the  fdlowing: — "  The  former  of  whom  shall  be  oboften    t«e.    '^ 
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(koni  tVKmgthetnvalliog  pre«ch«iS|  w^  \xf  Tut«e  of  his 
sppmlmeDt,  shdl  be  a  member  q{  t)ie  New- York  Coaiev* 
ence,  (as  shaU  alao  the  Meiil^at  Agents  if  choeea  ftoia 
•noag  the  travelling  preachen,)  to  which,  in  the  interval 
of  General  Conference,  both  of  eaid  Agents  shall  be  respen* 
eible  for  their  conduct  in  office."  This  was  laid  on  the  tablew 
'^futton^      J.  A.  Collins  xnovfdd  that  a  new  paragraph  be  foroojed,  to 

'  -    he  number  4,  of  section  8,  part  2,  of  the  Discipline,  ia 

the  following  words :— "  The  New- York  Conference,  in 
die  interval  m  the  General  Conference,  shall  hiive  |^wer» 
if  they  deem  it  necessary,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Bishops,  to  remove  any  of  the  said  Agents 
and  Editors  from  office ;  and  in  case  of  removal,  deaths  or 
resignation,  to  provide  for  the  vacancy  until  the  next  ea* 
Buing  General  Conference."    This  motion  prevailed* 

J.  A.  Collins  theq  ofiered  a  series  ol*  resohitioas,  whicb 
were  read  and  adopted,  as  follows : — 

*'  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Greneral  Con- 
ference that  paragraph  1,  of  section  8,  page  180,  of  the 
Discipline,  stand  in  the  same  order  as  it  now  does,  in  the 
future  editions  of  the  Discipline. 

"  Resolved,  That  section  8,  page  180,  of  the  Disci- 
pline,  be  so  arranged  that  all  which  rei^cts  the  Book 
lloom  in  New- York  shall  be  pla<Sed  fiiet  in  the  order  ef 
furrangement ;  and  that  the  committee  which  may  be  a^ 
|K)inted  to  prepare  the  new  edition  of  the  Discipline  be 
instructed  to  make  the  said  section  conform  throughout 
to  the  amendments  which  have  been  made  therein  by  the 
n^porti  of  the  Committee  on  the  Bode  Concejm,  and  the 
lection  had  thereim  by  this  Conference/' 

Af oved  to  take  up  all  the  reports  of  the  Book  Concern 
not  acted  upon.    Carried. 

Conference  then  resolved  to  sit  agpdn  to-day  at  three 
o'clock,  P.  M. 
B^OTt^No;^       Jleport  No.  2  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern 
wiMs  t^ken  up,  and  read. 

J.  B.  M'Ferrin  moved  to  amend  the  firsf  resolution,  by 
9tri)dng  out  $5000,  and  inserting  $7000.  T.  Seypaoiir 
moved  to  strike  out  $7000,  and  insert  $6000.  The 
einen44ient  of  J.  B.  M'^^nrin  prevailed,  and  the  resolu- 
tion ftp  amended  was  adopted. 

The  second  and  third  resolutions  were  adopted. 

On  motion  of  W.  A,  Smith,  the  fourth  resdutioi^  wi^ 
iKJd  pn  the  table  for  the  present 

Conference  then  edjonmed.tojneet  again  this  aflemoQH* 

FRIDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  29. 
Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjoumteent,  Bishop  Wangh 
in  ihe  ohair,  an4  wae  opened  with  religions  exercises  by 
bBodiflri;ooke. 
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distressed  condition  of  NateUez,  particularly  the  disaslir 
Mdch  iUtt  iE^eii  eti  tke  Methpiiuil  Bpisoei^  Churolr  in 
thatdtfyto  ik»  OttENSml  Conlintooe.  Tbe  Bishop  tlMii 
a^AraMsd  th*  CddlBreActf,  asd  cMmoluded  by  mniog  that  ^g£|^S. 
«t  eidlaatkvk  ha  liowitaken  mp  im  behalf  of  the  aioresakl  NatchMiLi. 
ehurcb.  Benjamin  M.  Drake  made  a  statemeat  of  libe 
laists  in  feiaHon  to  the  case.  I.  A,  C(#i&s  aeeonded 
the  motion  to  take  up  a  ^xHiecxkm^  aeconpanied  iridk 
afeWMnarkiS/ 

£.  R^  Ames  nmiposed  to  be  one  of  otoe  famidred  to  give 
•10  eaehy  which  was  resided  «e  by  the  following  per^ 
sons: —  ..  / 

£.  R.  Ames,  &  Ludiey,  H.  Slieer,  W.  Munrah,  R. 
Palae,  T.  B.  Ssrgeiit,  J.  T.  MiteheU,  J.  M.  HoUand,  T. 
Stringfield,  Bishop  Morris,  H^  B.  Bascom,  X.  F.  Wriji^ 
J.  &  Tonili&son,  A.  P.  Driskill^  H.  G.  Leigh,  J.  Early, 
N.  Bangs,  L  B.  M'Ferrin,  N.  Wilsdii,  F.  £.  Pitts,  BisL 
0p  B&Ae,  S.  O.  RosmI,  T.  Mason,  S.  K.  Hodges,  S.  S. 
Moody,  M'  Bmck,  L.  Scott,  M.  Pon^e,  Bishop  Heddinf, 
W.  B.  Christie,  J.  S.  Porter,  Gi  F*  lHe#ce,  P.  Cavtwrlgltt; 
L.  I0.  Hamlinej  W.  Capef%  J.  Stamper,  R.  Emory,  H. 
Colclazer,  W.  H.  Rapor,  A.  Wood,  C.  Betts,  W.  M. 
Wightman,  T.  N.  Ralston,  J.  A.  Gere,  J.  A.  Collins,  J. 
Wells,  C.  B.  Tippett,  O.  W,  Wa&ex^  i,  H.  Power,  Bish- 
op Andrew,  N.  White,  Bishop  Roberts,  Bishop  Wangh, 

5.  Jones. 
J.  Yotang  proposed  to  be  one  of  twenty  io  give  INI 

each,  which  was  vesponded  to  by  the  foilowihg  penons  t 
J.  Yonng,  J.  MUler,  J.  Caitol,  jr.,  P.  Akers.  A.  Monroe, 
O.  W.  Taylor,  E.  H.  Pikher,  B.  English,  E.  F.  Serier, 
J.  Lybrand,  £.  Callaway,  A.  Poe,  C.  Cooke,  J.  L.  Faait^ 

6.  M.  Baeryj  T.  B.  Sargent,  ft.  (Spain,  Greensboro',  Ala., 
T.  K.  Catlett,  and  cash  $3. 

The  sum  of  $86  was  oellbeted  in  baskets  sent  round 
fSEkt  bnottse. 

S.  W.  StodktoA  win  gire  premittM  incomipiible  teeth 
to  the  cononnt  of  (100,  for  the  above  object. 

The  whole  amount  of  siibereription  in  this  ^matter  is 
-if^BH;  and  the  amount  just  collected  is  $609. 

Rev.  Robert  'Newton,  representatrre  of  .the  W^ 
leyan  Connection,  took  lea'^e  of  the  Conferenee  with  an 
addtfdss ;  sifter  which  7.  A.  CoiHns  oHered  the  foQowii^ 
resolutions,  which  were  unanimously  adopted  by  a  rkdng 
vote.    Resolved, 

^l.  That  we  warmiy  reeipitoeate  ihe  kind  sentiments 
of  afibetion  jiist  expressed  to  this  Grenerai  Oonfereftce  by 
Rev.  Robert  Newton,  and  that  while  his  visit  to  Hm 
eountry  has  served  to  exalt  him  in'  our  personi^  regard,* 
It  has  contributed  to  strengthen  still  more  ^e^frateroal  ties 
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which,  bind  togothar  tke  Wetl^n  SmOf  in  Iknpa  and 
America.  ... 

"3.  That  we  devoudy  iaplore  the  blessiiig  of  God 
a^MD  him,  and  pray  thai  he  may  graciously  vouchsafe  to 
our  belioTed  brother  a  safe  return  to  his  home,  his  family, 
and  the.church  whose  honoured  representative  he  is  io 
this  body."  ... 

Bishop  Heddiug  and  Mr.  Newton  then  addressed  the 
flirone  of  grace  in  fervent  prayer. 

Conference  resolved  to  meet  again  at  eight  o'clock,  P.  M. 

1^^011  Bdv      s.  K.  Hodges,  for  I.  A.  Few,  chairman  of  the  CSommit- 

tee  on  Education,  presented  a  report,  which,  after  it  had 

been  read,  was,  on  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 

ciiartwed  N.  Bangs,  chairman  ci  the  Committee  on  the  Commn- 

'^■^  nicalion  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Changed  Fund,  made  a 

report,  which  was  read  and  adopted, 
^p^rtott  Book       On  motion,  the  coneideration  of  the  report  on  the  Book 
'^'•^         Concern  (No.  2)  was  resumed. 

The  fourth  resolution,  which  was  laid  on  the  table  at 
the  close  of  the  morning  session,  was  taken  vp,  and  a 
motion  made  for  its  adofttion. 

While  this  was  under  discussion.  Conference  adjoumed* 
to  meet  again  at  eight  o'clock  this  evening. 

FRIDAY  EVENING,  MAY  29. 

Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  according  to  adjourn- 
ment. Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with 
ireligious  services  by  brother  Cartwright. 

Conference  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
I  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern — the  fowrik  resolu* 

tion  pending. 

(t  was  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out "  Virginia,''  and 
inserting  "  Central."    Carried. 

The  re/solution,  as  amended,  was  adopted, 
ictton  on  Re-       W.  A.  Smith  offered  a  resolution,  to  come  in  af  the 
SnmtttM!^^  ^^^  resolution  in  the  report,  which  was  adopted. 

S.  K.  Hodges  moved  to  amend,,  by  inserting  that  the 
Editors. at  Charleston,  Nashville,  and  Richmon^r  shall  be 
elected  by  this  Conference ;  Discipline,  section  8,  para^ 
graph  8,  page  184;  and  strike  out  this  words,  *'the 
Virginia  Conference  is.  authorized  to  elect  an  Editor  for 
the  paper  at  Richmond,  till  the  next  General  Conference." 
Carried. 

The  sixth  resolution  was  read,  and  adopted. 

The  sei^efUk  resolution  was  r^ad,  and  amended,  on  mo- 
«     >  lion  of  C.  Cooke,  by  striking. out  the  wQrd  "  ini^xpedienti? 

and  inserting  *<  expedient." 

•.    On  motion  of  W.  Qapers,  it  was  further  amended,  by 
l^ing  a  provipa  ^> -the  effect  that  the  debts  heretofore 


ocmtneled  wi%>tit  the  Bmfa<»rit3r  of  tlie  Genenst  Ooiiftr-  Aetfcmmimrt 
ence  shall  not  be  oharged  tothe  Book  CoAoem.  vmS^  ^^ 

On  motion  of  W.  A.  Smith,  it  was  still  further  amended, 
i^  xequinng  the  said  paper  to  confonit  to  the  reguiationa 
fixed  in  the  Discipline  in  xdlatton  to^  o&er  papers. 

On  motion  of  C.  Cooke,  it  was  still  fnither  amended, 
by  changing  the  name  of  the  pq>er  ixcfox  that  of  "  Pitts- 
burg Conference  Journal"  to  lihat  of  "  Pittsburg  Christian 
Advocate.''    The  resolution,  as  ^mended,  was  adopted. 

The  eighth  was  read,  and  C.  Cooke  offered  the  follow- 
iig  snbstitnte,  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  ris. : — 

<^  Whereas,  depositories  haTe.  been  commenced  wiA 
the  understanding  that  books  were  to  be  furnished  by  ^ 
Agents  at  New- York  at  forty  per  cent,  discoopt,  as  ^e  Dig* 
cipline  directs ;  and  whereas^  it  was  reasouftble  to  es^peet 
that,  as  td  other  purchasers  books,  are  forwarded  at  the 
expense  and  risk  of  the  Concern^  they  would  be  so  for- 
wiuded  to  depositories ;  therelmre, 

*^  Resolved,  That  the  Agents  be  directed  to  xelinquidi 
toy  daan  they  may  ptofess  to  have  against  depositories 
for  the  expense  of  transportation ;  that  no  such  claim  be 
,  IB  future  made;  and  that  books  be  furnished  to  deposito- 
ries established  pureiiant  to  the  rule  in  ^  Discipline  an 
the  subject,  at  forty  per  cent,  disepunt  fiom  the-retaM  pvioes, 
on  all  bodka  in  ^  General  Catalogue.^ 
'  The  question  recurred  upon  the  resolution;  but  befole 
it  Was  pat  to  Tote,  Conference  adjourned,  to  meet  to^mor- 
fow  morning,  at  halfWpast  eight  o-clock.  > 

SATURDAY  MORNING,  MAY  %      .      , 

Conference  met  accd^ding  to  adjoummemt^  Bishop  Ro- 
berts in  the  chair,  arid  was  opened  with '  appropriate  reli- 
giouai  exercises  by  A.  Woed.  ' '■- >   "  : 

The  President  Called  for  Teports  from  standing  and 
select  committees;  ;  *     i 

P:  Akers,  bhidrman  of  the  committee  to  whom  ^as  if - 
ferred  the  communication  ftbm  Robert  Eitnofy,  presented 
the  following  report,  accompanied  "with  a  resolution.  *  ^.: 

On  motion,  the  r^olutioii  was  adopted,  as  was.  ^so  the 
report  itself,  which  reads  as  follows  3 —  » 

'    *The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  commmii-  ^JCjafSJSi 
ication  from  Robert  £mory,  praying  that  a  committee  might    **        ** 
be  appointed  to  examine  and  report  on  the^  unfinished  me- 
moirs of  his  father,  the  late  Bishop  Emory,  and  aekiog' 
permission  to  use  suc&  documents  on  this  subject  as  may 
beiono*  to  ihe'Gener&l  Conference,  beg  leave  to;  report  ;- 
-'    '^That  as  fat  as  they  have  had  opportunity  to  examine 
tiie  work,  they  highly  a^^Mrore  of  the  same;  and  that  the 
writer  may  atail  mmsMf  of  •  whalers  wiA  contribotei.  to 


from      nokMt 


BMrt  «Bd  w  die  fierfbotiiig  of  s  i¥ork  of  to  mndi  iofensi,  yon  oi 
!SSiSffj^  mittee  would  recooMMhd  ihe  adopcioli  oC  the  fofflowiiig 

5om_  Botert  oMllltimi  : 

*<  Resrived,  That  ihe  Rer.  R.  Enxny,  in  prapering  Ar 
publication  tl:^  momeirs  of  4m  late  Btshep  £aior|r,  hue 
iMfermiflaioA  to  nee  ench  doeuxneiils  belongii^  to  the  Oe- 
aeral  Canferisnoe  as  ntete  to  that  sobjecl^ 

**  AW  'whioh  is  respectliiHj  enbmitted, 

**  P.  AxBRfi^  Churmmf^ 


ibmct  on^e       Also,  a  xepoK  on  the  menMRdalaffefeited  .to  die  < 
«rL.G«ntt.    in^Q^  III  ^  fj||g0  of  x^  Qaraetty  aecbB^BOied  with  a  reao- 
»  iatioii. 

The  resdotion  waa  nad^  and,  dn motion  of  B.  M.  Dfatae, 
laid  on  the  kaUe,  to  act  oa  4hB  lefort  €nt 

The  report  was  dien  toad.    Moved  by  H.  CMolaaBer  to 
•lay  it  onihe  table.    Lost. 

On  motion,  the  last  aealenoe.of  the  wepoei  was 'laid  enr 
ihe  table. 

^   The  Tfimnintagpanof tthe  gspett  wae  adepjjedy  and  reade 
BiriBioUowej'*^ 

'**  The  apeeU  ootnodtlee  lo  "iriioltt  wove  lefenad  two 
•nonioriaJs  froai  six  ladiiddiiBls  within  the.bounds  of  the 
3?eii^efewee  GonfisMnoej  praying  that  apeeialmttention  m^ 
be  paid  by  this  body  to  ihe.feoords  df  ithe  Tennesaee 
lOonfereoce,  <td  aseertain  win^hier  d^ete  was  any  nlsrule 
'ttnmal^adniinistraticoi  in  the  atrial  and  expulsion  o(  L.  Gar- 
rett, who  was  a  local  preacher  within  the  bonnda  «f  said 
Conference,  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows  : 

"  They.  &id«  in  examining  the  records  of  the  Tennessee 

Conference,  that  the  minutes  of  the  alleged  Hial  of  said 

local  p^etcber  before  the  committee,  and  those. of  Us  ex- 

l^skm  by^e  Qiiactdrly  Meeting  Conferenoef  were  not 

before  the  said  Annual  Confenence,  wheire.obarges  of  woe-  ' 

inde  and  jmal-adniint8tiatien,.oot  fay  an  appellant,  bnt  by 

an  accused  in  the  premises,  were  preferred  against  tba 

freeiding  officers  of  ithe  afor/essiid  committee  and  Qoar- 

ttedy.MeetiigConfereilee;  but  that  the  accuser  end  the 

accused,  >before  tidsAt^noal  ConSor^nee,  were  permitted 

'Hb  read,  **•  as  exi^lan^tory  (^ihe  facts  in  the  case,"  although 

not  as  testimonyrany/oeltifioates  or  documents  obtained 

hy^mdiBragBiliistfihe  otfater^  withopit  haYing  given,  notice 

#fintentiontodQ:ao.    Wbteieupoa  certain  documents  wero 

>  aead,  both' by  the?  aocvaer  and  the  accused)  to  whi^^do^H- 

>iBBobt8  the  jounuil  refert,  but  which,  i^ot  being  >efore 

xyour  ^amanuttee,  they  have  not  beeu  able  to  ascertain 

what  ezplanatiobs  they  affoyded  of  the  admipistr^tiaf, 

neither  in  the  afocetjuid  comanttee  or  ^Quarterly  Oonfer- 

•itnoe.    Moreover,  your  eomn^ttee,  in  the  absejuce  of  tlie 

i^of.  ihtiafQi»MfldhapiiNU(te«.Md^Q 
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ing  Conference  referred  to,  have  not  been  able,  fhmi  the 
records  of  the  Annual  Conference,  lo  detect  any  misrule 
or  mal-administration  in  the  premises.*^ 

Moved,  by  P.  Akers,  to  take  up  the  reaolotion  accom* 
pianying  the  report,  and  which  had  been  laid  on  die  table. 
Lost. 

'W.  Winans,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Itine- 
rancy, presented  the  following  report  on  the  communica- 
tion from  T.  S.  Hinde,  which  was  read,  and  on  motion 
adopted : — 

^<  The  Committee  on  the  Itinerancy  report  in  part ; 

"That  the  committee  have  had  under  consideration  the 
memorial  of  T.  S.  Hinde,  refened  to  them,  and  finding 
nothing  in  said  memorial  which  established  the  existence 
of  any  misrule  or  irregularity  in  the  administration  of  Dis- . 
eipline,  or  in  the  conduct  of  the  preachers  of  the  Illhioito 
Conference,  beg  leave  to  be  discharged  tom  the  furtheit 
consideration  of  said  memorial. 
*'  Reepectfully  submitted, 

"  W.  WiNAKs,  Chakmm.^ 

On  motion.  Conference  granted  a  copy  of  the  report  in 
the  case  of  L.  Garrett  to  the  delegation  from  the  Ten- 
nessee  Conference. 

J.  B.  Houghtaling  offered  the  following  resolution : — 

"  Resolved,  That  thfs  Cotiferenoe  wiQ  adjoctm  on  Tu^- 
day  next,  the  2d  of  June." 

H.  B.  BascoAi  offered  the  following  as  a  substittite  r— 

**  Whereas,  movements  have  been  made  toward  a  pre- 
mature adjournment  of  this  body ;  therefore, 

'*  Resolved  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Con- 
ferences in  General  Conference  assembled,  That  we  will 
remain  here,  faithful  to  the  delegated  trust  reposed  in  na, 
until  the  proper  constho^onal  business  of  the  Conter^nce 
is  duly  disposed  of/' 

Moved  to  lay  this  on  the  table.  Lost.  The  substittite 
was  adopted. 

C.  W.  Ruter  offered  the  following  resolution :—         * 

"  Resolved,  That  when  any  member  of  the  CbuHbrpnce 
diallthink  that  the  discussion  of  a  subject  has  been  auffi- 
ciently  protracted,  it  shall  be  in  order  for  him  to  iooie 
'diat  the  vote  on  the  main  question  be  now  taken.  Which 
motion,  if  seconded,  sbiall  be  immediately  put.;  and  if  a 
Majority  of  ^be  members  present,  Inr  their  vtrte,  sii^tain 
the  motion,  (he  tnain  Question  shall  M  taken  widiout  Yfar- 
iher  debate.*' 

Moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  "  majority^  and  iaM^ 
iti^«<^two-thirda."  'Moved  to  lay  this  on  dbe  table,  taahied. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  resolution,  it  was  adojited. 


^fl!6  Jounud  of  General  Confyma,  184^. 

S.  6.  Ro«zel  offered  the  following  resolution  :-— 
RMMdntion  on       "  Resolved,  That  this  Conference  instruct  the  Commit- 
mLm'1^  Se  ^60  0°  ^^®  Episcopacy  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  so 
«iS?i.  altering  the  rules  of  Discipline  as  to  authorize  the  Gene- 

ral Conference  to  estimate  the  amount  neeessary  Toj:  the 
table  expenses  and  fuel  of  the  Bishops  for  the  ensuing  four 
years,  or  until  the  ensuing  General  Conference." 
'  .        Withdrawn,  but  immediately  renewed  by  W.  A.  SmitL 
Moved  to  lay  it  on  Che  table.     Carried. 
W.  B.  Christie  offered  the  following  resolution : — 
BMohition   on       '<  Whereas,  there  exists  a  difference  of  opinion  and 
apeuMT^f  practice  as  to  what  items  should  be  included  under  the 
»»»•«>*«'»•*        bead  of  travelling  expenses  ;   and  whereas,  this  is .  be- 
coming a  matter  of  importance  to  the  preachers ;  there- 
fore, 

"  Resolved,  That  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  preach- 
ers for  hay  and  grain  to  keep  a  horse,  which  is  necessary  ' 
to  do  the  work  assigned  him  by  the  Church,  are  proper 
to  be  included  under  the  head  of  travelling  expenses." 
After  some  discussion,  it  was  moved  to  lay  it  on  the 
LaidoBtaUo.     table  for  the  present.     Carried. 

Action  on  re-       Conference,  on  motion,  resolved  to  take  up  the  unfin- 
tSL^itt^       ished  business,  being  the  report  (No.  2)  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Book  Concern — ^the  eighth  resolution  pending. 
Moved  to  adjourn.     Lost. 

The  eighth  resolution  was  read.     0.  Sherman  offered 
'    •:  r.     ,A   . t)ie  following  substitute  therefor : — 

«  Resolved,  That  book  depositories  henceforth  be  es- 
tablished by  the  General  Conference,  when  and  where 
. .  >r-    Hiey  m^y  deem  expedient ;  and  that  said  depositories  shall 
be  under  the  direction  of  ihe  Book  Agents." 
Moved  to  lay  this  on  the  table.     Lost. 
On  motion,  the  substitute  and  resolution  of  the  commit- 
tee were  referred  to  a  special  committee  ^f  three. 
.0.  Cooke  offered  the  following  resolution : — 

**  Moved  to  amend  the  Discipline,  page  184,  b^  striking 
out  the ,  woK^  '  and,'  before  the  words  *  Nashville,  Ten- 
nessee,^ and  adding  after  them  the  words  *  and  Pittsburj^, 
Pennsylvania.'"    Adopted. 
....,'.    .  ,r  :'r  ^     Tine  ninth  resolution  was  read,  and  adopted. 

"  '     ^     J.  Early  moved  to  reconsider  the  fourth  resolution. 
Carried. 

^  The  resolution  was  read,  and  on  motion  amended  by 
striking  but "  Central,"  and  inserting  "  Richmond." 
,.  .S.  K.  Hodges  moved  to  reconsider  the  resolution  set- 
ting off  the  capital  stock  of  the  Cincinnati  Book  Conceni. 
Carried :  and  then,  on  motion,  amendments  were  adopted, 
(gee  resolution  on  p.  89.) 

L  A.  Collins  presented  the  following  preamble  and  xp" 
solution:--^ 
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"  Whereas,  an  aged  miaifiter  of  the  Methodist  Episco-  ^^  nbkng  tr 
.  pal  Church  has  proposed  to  tho  Agents  of  the  Book  Con<*  a  doiSai  •» 
cern  at  New^York,  to  transfer  to  them,  for  the  nee  and  be**  ^I^J^  ^^'^ 
neUt  of  said  Concern,  securities  amounting  to  Jwe  tfumsand 
doUars^  principidly  bonds  and  mortgages  on  real  estate, 
bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  seven  per  cent  per  annum, 
<m  condition  that  the  said  Agents  pay  him  during  his  na- 
tural life  the  interest  at  the  rate  of  seven  per  cent,  per 
annum  on  the  said  amount  of  five  thousand  dollars,  in 
half-yearly  payments;  and  the  same  to  his  wife  during 
her  natural  life^  should  she  survire  him ;  therefore, 

^'  Resolved  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Con* 
ferences  in  General  Conference  assembled.  That  the 
Agents  of  the  Bode  Concern  at  New- York-be,  and  hereby 
are,  authmaed  to  accept  of  the  said  securities  for  five 
tiiousand  ddlars  tm  the  terms  above  specified,  and  to  exe* 
cute  the  proper  writings  in  the  case.^ 

Read,  and  adc^ted. 

B.  M.  Drake  «Sered  the  following  resolution :-—         *    ^"^tSlS?  ^ 

"  Resolved,  Thaithe  Book  Agents  be  instructed  topayeaon    ^sn    cmtit- 
of  the  new  Conferences  authorized  by  this  Conference  the    ^^^^ 
dividends  previously  determined  on."    Read,  and  referred 
to  the  special  committee  of  three  appointed  this  morning. 

S.  K.  Hodges  offered  the  following  resolution  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  all  that  part  of  the  Committee's  report  i^^  <^boota 
on  the  Book  Concern,  relating  to  the  discount  on  books,    ttottobeiMoi- 
«  freight,  and  payment,  be  not  put  in  the  Discipline,  but  into    ^l^  ^^^'^ 
a  circular,  and  sent  by  the  Agents  to  the  preachers  for  their 
information."    Adopted. 

On  motion,  Conference  resolved  to  reconsider  ihe'fif^  ^!5S?o?Bpik 
teenth  resolution  of  the  general  report  of  the  Committee    rJimiiiitt— 
on  the  Book  Cdncem.    Moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
^  if,"  and  inserting  the  words  **  shall  be."    Carried. 

W.  Winans  moved  that  the  wording  of  the  article  re^ 
^pecting  the  fiditcHs  at  Cincinnati  be  made  to  conform  Id 
the  article  in  rdation  to  the  Editors  at  New*Yoil:.     Lost. 

The  President  announced  the  committee  of  threoi 
namely  :^B,  K.  Hodges,  T.  Mason,  and  J.  F.  Wright. 

'Moved  to  add  two  to  the  committee.    Carried.  - 

On  motion,  Conferenee  resblved  to  protract  the  sesuott 
one  hour. 

Moved,  that  when  Conference  adjourn  it  adjourn  to 
meet  this  afternoon,  at  faalf^^iast  three  e^clock.  Moved  to 
lay  thia  on  th^  table.     Camed. 

On  motion,  W.  B.  Chrfetie  had  leave  aS  absence  for  the  ^'J^i^m^ 
remainder  of  the  session  of  thia  Conference.  ^ 

Bishop  Roberts  adeed  leave  of  abseoce  for  S.  H.  Thomp^ 


Moved  to  reoonsidw  the  vote  giving  lesnre  of  sfcseticir 
toW  B.Ghiiatifi.    Loat. 
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"'  toS?*Jf      ^<>^«^  *at  \1»«  request  of  Bishop  Roberts,  asku^  lesfe 


of  absence  for  the  remainder  of  the  session  of  the  Geneisl 
Conference  for  S*  H.  Thompson,  be  granted.    Carried. 

The  President  announced  the  additional  members  of  die 
special  coaimittee  raised  this  morning  ;---Daniel  Ostran- 
der,  William  Ciqpers. 
rt  f  Bo£  Moved  to  reconsider  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
GnmnmM.  Book  Concem,  relating  to  the  Editors  at  Ifew-YorL 
Carried.  Moved  to  strike  out  the  word  <*  if,"  and  insot 
the  words  "  shall  be."    Carried. 

The  resolution  as  amended  was  adopted. 

Moved  to  reconsider  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Chartered  Fund.  Carried. 
i^rteMof  tiie  The  trustees  of  the  Chartered  Fund  nominated  Samuel 
Fond,  eiectacLi  Neal  and  James  Barrett,  in  the  place  of  Thomas  Jacksout 
deceased.  The  Conference  unanimously  elected  Samuel 
Neal  to  fill  the  vacancy.  The  trustees  also  nominated 
Thomas  Wilmer  and  Anthony  Null,  to  tske  the  place  of 
Alexander  Cook,  deceased.  Coniference  unanimously 
elected  Thomas  Wilmer  to  fill  the  vacancy.  (Ap.  Doc.  D.) 

The  report  as  amended  was  then  adopted. 

On  motion,  Conference  adjourned  to  meet  on  Mondsy 
morning,  at  hal£-past  eight  o'clock. 

MONDAY  MORNING,  JtJNE  1. 

Conference  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Bishop  Hed-  • 
ding  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  religions  exercises 
by  J.  S.  Porter. 

Rev.  E.  Ryerson,  delegate  from  Upper  Canada,* took 
leave  of  the  General  Conference,  with  an  address. 
iteK>h^n  to  D.  Ostrander  offered  the  following  resolution : — 
^Sw  to  au^  **  Whereas  the  time  is  drawing  near  when  this  Confer- 
^^l^SL  ^  ®°^^  moBi  necessarily  close  its  session,  and  whereas  much 
bring  ibrwani  business,  more  or  less  important,  remains  undone,  therefore, 
*•■*"•"•  .    "  Resdved,  That  the  regular  order  of  business  be  sus- 

pended, and  that  the  Superintendents  be  requested  to'bring 
forward  such  business  as  in  their  opitiion  is  indispensable, 
or  most  important;  and  that  the  Conference  act' thereon 
in  the  order  it  is  presented."    Carried. 
EoMit  of  Oom-       The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy,  with 
^tteeonEpis-  respect  to  increasing  the  number  of  Superintendents,  was 
^^^'*^'  tsken  up.    The  fr^t  resolution  accompanying  the  report 

had  been  adopted  previously.  The  second  ^iMohitioa  wna 
«  read,  the  pending  motaon  being  to  amend  by  stiiking  out 
"  two"  and  inserting  ''  one."  A  division  of  the  motioa 
was  cslled  for,  so  as  to  take  the  question  oil  striking  out 
first.  On  motion,  Conference  resolved  to  take  the  questicna 
without  further  debate^  and  the  main  question  being  about 
to  be  taken,  the  call  for  a  division  was  j»aewed.     Wnu 


VsBsa8.no!r«ilotpo8t{»De.'tbe  motioti  for  a  dilution..'  A  ^S^^^mL^ 
pomt  of  Older  was  bore  nnaed  in  refelrence  to  tho  propdely  BpiMoptoy. 
of  such  a  motion  after  tbe  nain  question  had  beea  esderod* 
The  chair  decide  it  to  he  in  order  to  move  a  postpone- 
ment of  the  motion  to  divide.  From  this  *  decision  N;. 
Bangs  took  an  appeal,  and  the  question  being  tidLen, '^  Shall 
the  decision  of  the  chair  stand  as  Ihe  judgment  of  the 
Conference?"  ii  was  decided  in  the  negative.  So  the  de» 
cision  of  the  chair  was  reversed. 

-The  President  haying  decided  tbat  the  main  (]^estion, 
which  had  be«i  ordered  to  be  taken,  had  respect  to  the 
pending  amendment  oaly^  N.  Bangs  uxk  an  appeal  fiom 
this  decision ;  and  the  question  being  put,  **  Shall  ^e  de» 
eision  of  the  chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  Confer- 
ence !"  it  was  determined  in  the  negative.  So  the  dedsion 
of  the  chair  was  reversed.  The  question  then  recurring 
on  die  reaction  of  this  committee^  it  having  been  deter* 
mined  by  the  Conference  to  be  the  main  question,  it  was 
•decided  in  tkte  negative.  So  the  resolution  was  lost.  On 
motion,  the  preamble  was  then  adopted.  Moved  to  ad<^ 
the  whole  report,  as  amended.  While  this  was  pending,  / 
a  motion  was  made  to  amend  the  report,  by  inserting  a 
resolution  in  favour  ^of  the  election  and  ordination  of  one 
Bishop.  A  point  of  order  was  raised,  as  to  the  propriety 
of  entertaining  such  a  motion,  after  the  Conference,  under 
the  action  of  the  previous  question,  had  rejected  the  reso-  ^* 

lotion  of  the  committee.  The  President  decided  it  to  be 
in  order,  because  it  was  a  point  the  Conference  had  not 
acted  on  when  it  was  determined  not  to  elect  two  Bishops. 
From  this  decision  N.  Bangs  took  an  appeal ;  and  on  th^ 
question,  "  Shall  the  decision  of  the  chair  stand  as  the 
judgment  of  the  Conference  ?"  it  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive.    So  the  decision  of  the  chair  was  reversed. 

The  report,  as  amended,  was  then  adopted,  and  reads  aa 
follows: — 

"  The  Committee  on  Episcopacy  beg  leave  to  report : 
That  they  have  examined  the  administration  in  the  several 
Annual  Conferences  for  the  last  four  years,  and  find  that 
it  has  been  correct,  and  therefore  is  entitled  to  the  appro- 
bation and  support  of  the  Geaeral  Conference  ;  and  they 
recommend  to  the  Bishops  to  make  such  an  apportionment 
of  the  work  among  themselves  as  shall  in  their  judgment 
most  effectually  promote  the  general  good ;  and  recom- 
mend the  following  resolution : —  , 

'*  Resolved,  'lliat  the  administration  ifor  the  last  four     < 
y^eara  be  and  the.  same  is  hereby  appnoted." 

The  report  ©f  the  Committee  on  the  Episcopacjr,  priM  ^^^^jS^ 
scribing  the  mode  by  which  a  Bishop  may  be  nfad<s  co^BcyaaS' 
rnqperannuated  or  aupemumerary,  wasiaken  up.      '  ^S^p!^ 

J.rEarly  moved  to  strike? out  a&  that  part  of  the  MSOitf» 


ISO  j0mmalimfa0mtfalCm^it€mB»^l94O. 

'  Ifen  Acoompaaying  the  lopori  wkieh  mntlMiiisM  «&  Anmial 
Gonlereoce  wUhin  whose  bdunds  »  Bisiiop  may  reside  %0 
grsnt  him  auch  xekuioo.    Cairied. 

Moved  to  lay  the  reaaoDder  of  the  report  eo  tbe  table. 
Carried. 
MmofBthif      The  report  of  the  Oommitlee  ea  Uie  Epieoopaey,  an* 
ggyfH  ^^  thorisung  te  Soperxntendenta  to  appoint  traveUiog  preeeh- 
]«i^  Ac.        era  agenta  of  literary  inatitiitiona,  waa  taken  up,  read,  and 
adopted.     It  reads  as  followa  :-^ 
.  '*The  Gomroittee  on  the  Bpisoepacy,  to  whom  waa 
refeired  the  memoiial  of  the  New-England  Conference, 
prayieg  the  General  Conference  so  to  amend  our  Diaoi* 
fdine  as  to  authoariae  a  Bishop  to  appoint  an  agent  for  any 
benevolent  institmion  or  institution  of  learning  under  tlMi 
patronage  of  an  Aannal  Conference^  when  requested  by  a 
Conference,  hare  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and 
reooaimend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resokrtioQ  :*-^ 

'^  Re)SM>lred,  That  answer  2  to  question  3,  section  4i 
chapter  1,  of  the  Discipline,  page  27,  be  so  amended  as  to^ 
read,  after. the  word  '  tracts,'  'and  aiso  to  appoint  an  agent 
or  agents  for  the  benefit  of  onr  hterary  instttntioms.' 

**  J;  Eaelt,  Cfcrnnan." 

On  motion,  Conference^  resolved  thii^  if  hen  we  adjoim 
we  adjourn  to  meet  again  this  afternoon^  at  three  o^cloelt^. 
r  The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Episcopacy,  in  re^ 
ference  to  electing  and  ordaining  a  Bishop  for  Africa,  was 
taken  pp.  T.  K.  Catlett  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  of 
the  Conference  declaring  it  inexpedient  to  elect  and 
ordain  a  Bishop  for  ^rica.  Moved  to  Uy  the  motion  oa 
the  table.     Carried.  . 

The  second  branch  of  the  resolution,  declaring  it  ioe^p- 
pedient  to  require  one  of  the  Bishops  to  visit  Africa,  wiwi 
taken  up,  and  adopted. 

Tbe  second  resolution  of  the  report  was  read.  After 
considerable  discussion,  S.  C  Rosvel  pff»ed  the  follow- 
ing amendment:  to  insert  after  the  word  ^  Bishop^''  ^or 
any  person  ordained  by  him,  or  their  successors  in  e^ce*'' 

On  motion  of  D.  Ostrander,  Conference  resolved  thai 
the  main  question  be  now  taken ;  and  being  put  on  Ih^ 
.    resolution  reported  by  the  committee,  it  was  lost.    . 

Moved  to  proirapt  the  session  fifteen  minutes.    Lost.   . 

Conference  adjourned  to  meet  this  afternoon. 

.      MONDAY  AFTERNOON,  JIJNE  1.        ^ 

Conference  itaet  pnrsnanl  to  adjoumment,  Bishop  Aii«r 
droFin  the^hair,  and  was  opened  with  rettgious  exerckes 
by  S,  JKamikon. 

The  report,  of  the  Commitlee  en  Misrions  lespeetiiegf 
mm  viseione  ia  feaerai  wan.  taken  up,  and  read  thxoi^h. 


•Tlid  resbltttliyBS^  WB^  taken  wp  wpltMit^ly:  1%^  jJrt^/,  5»«-  ^JSi'lBSBt 
>d9iM2,  Mrd^faurtk,  ffik,  atid  nstfi  were  B^vertiLlly  tea^,  ftiid 
adopted,  lite  i«o^nfA  wsft  reftd.  Meved  ^  amenA  irf 
sirildiigoiit  "  8tiiiallane#iie.^'  Ctmed.  M<nred  Airt)ier  to 
stiiend  by  ittseniflg  *^  tbitt  collectimis  be  taken  up  as  oftei^ 
luB  vball  be  deemed  expedieM."  Giirtied.  The  resoiatieft 
«B  aniended  was  adopted.  The  eighth  rettolution  wak 
read,  and  adopted.  The  ninth  resolution  was  read,  and, 
xm  motiott,  laid  or  the  cable.  The  report  as  attend- 
ed vt9»  adopted.  The  resolutions  as  adopted  are  «ft 
Iblibws:**-* 

**^Resolred,  by  thfe  delegates  of  the  Annual  Oonfer- 
«nces  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chufch,  in  General 
donferenee  assembled : 

**  1.  That  we  have  learned  with  much  satiefkction,  thttt 
4fae  Indian  manual  labour  school  which  has  been  com* 
inenced  under  the  superintendence  and  direction  of  the  M!s*> 
«otiri  Conference,  is  in  a  state  of  foitwardieiess,  and  pro*- 
JKtses  alt  that  usefulness  which  its  projectors  anticipated ; 
iiiat  we  hereby  acknowledge  our  obligations  te  the  execu'* 
tiTe  officers  and  locieit  agents  of  the  general  goi^emment 
for  the  iaTourable  light  hi  which  they  have  been  pleased 
to  view  the  undertaking,  and  their  generoas  co-operatien 
i%canryiftg  it  into  effect ;  and  We  earnestly  recommend, 
(bat  it  be  promptly  sustained,  and  that  so  sbon  as  circum* 
stances  snail  render  k  expedient,  others,  dn  the  same 
plan,  and  for  this  same  purposes,  be  established  at  such 
places  in  the  Indian  country  as  shall  be  deemed  most 
mitable. 

*'2:  That  die  success  which  ha&at^nded  ourmissienary 
efforts  in  Africa,  and  the  present  prosperous  and  promising 
state  efihe  Afri4tttn  mission,  are  indications  Which  place  it 
beyond  all  doubt  that  God,  whose  set  time  t6  favour  thtcl 
leng^ne^cted  people  has  evidently  come,  Resigned  to^ 
eff(»st  great  and  glorious  things  for  that  v^st  continent,  by 
tlie  instrumentality  d'our  missienary  labours ;  and  that  ii 
is  a  dnty  which  we  owe  to  that  people,  not  to  relax  otii' 
eibrtS)  b«t  diltgenily  to  persevtere  in  the  good  work,  until 
Ae  gospel,  with  all  its  Savitig  benefits,  shall  be  sent  te' 
every  tribe  and  clan  of  the  natives  to  whom  our  teacherar 
^Bd  miseioMtries  can  gain  access ;  and  it  is  affectionately 
i«icdn»niended  that  all  prudent  means  be  employed  to  eii^' 
list  the  fediinge  of  the  free  coloured  members  of  tne  church^ 
in  this  country  in  the  -oause  of  evangc^Manng  Africa,  ^' 
proposed  \ff  Ik.  Bond  in  his  address  td  this  General  Con^ 


**  3,  Thst  our  brethren  uf  the  Oregon  Mission,  in  Vie# 
of  their  isolated  position,  and  the  difficulties  and  priva-^- 
tions  they  are  cafled  to  endnre,  ai^b  fffi titled  to  the 
sgraipaihiei  simI  prayers  bftiie  wheals  ehttrdh,  snd^M  w^^ 


10S  Jmmql^*4hnmi  Gm^m^^  I840« 

^SS&eiik&  ^^  pleaanre  in  reeordiag  this  tincere  expremim  of  <mr 
affectionaCe  and  fraternal  remembrance  of  Uiem  as  feUiHr- 
labourera  in  the  vineyard  oi  enr  commoa  Lord. 

"  4.  That  the  miasiona  in  Sonth  America  ought  to  be 
auatained,  and  increased  efforts  etaployed  to  establish  Che 
institutions  of  the  gospel,  sad  diffiisa  the  princij[dea  ^ 
pure  Protestant  Christianity,  as  they  are  imbodied  in 
Methodism,  tbroughont  that  whole  country. 

**5.  That  the  labours  of  our  missionaries  among  the 
slaves  at  the  south  have  been  eminently  owned  of  God, 
in  bringing  many  of  them  to  enjoy  those  consolations 
which  the  blessed  gospel  offers  to  i^  ii^  every  condition 
in  life  ;r  and  that  'Uiese  missions  claim  the  special  re- 
gard and  fostering  care  of  the  society,  and  the  prayers  and 
sympathies  of  the  whole  church. 

"  6.  That  as  the  entire  history  of  our  missionary  opera- 
tions has  demonstrated  that  the  heathen  must  be  brought 
under  the  influence  of  Christian  principles  in  order  to  bo 
|Mrepared  for  civilized  life,  and  that  the  most  degraded  ^nd 
Ignorant  are  capable  of  religious  instruction,  and  suscep- 
tUde  of  religious  impressions  and  influences,  it  be  strictiiy 
urged  upon  all  our  missionafies  among  the  heathen,  ta 
apjdy  themselves  directly  to  their  appropriate  work  of  of- 
fering Christ  to  all  as  a  {present  and  all-sufficient  Saving, 
and  in  endeavouring  by  eveiy  means  in  their  power  to 
rescue  them  from  the  thraldom  of  sin ;  and  that  all  our 
missionaries  be  instructed  to  keep  a  regular  consecutive 
journal  of  their  labours,  and  interesting  incidents  eon* 
nected  with  them,  and  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  same  in 
the  form  of  a  report  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the 
society  every  quarter. 

"  7.  That  U  be,  and  hereby  is,  recommended  to  all  our 
preachers  to  exert  themselves  to  establish  societies  and 
churches,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  missionary  funds, 
in  all  their  circuits  and  stations ;  that  monthly  missionary 
prayer  meetings  be  h^d  in  all  our  societies)  to  be  cea* 
ducted  by  reading  select  portions  of  missionary  intelligence^ 
prayer,  and  other  appropriate  religious  exercises;  and 
that  collection^  be  taken  up  as  often  as  shall  bo  deemed 
expedient. 

'*  8»  That  all  our  missionaries,  except  those  appointed 
to  labour  for  the  benefit  of  the  slaves,  be  instructed  to 
miontain  the  economy  of  the  church,  by  instituting  regulac 
class  and  quarterly  collections  in  ail  the  societies  diey 
fqrm ;  and  that  they  ako  exert  themeelves  to  form  a  Mie* 
sionary  Society  in  every  place  where  a  sufficient  number. 
fViendly  to  the  cause  can  be  prevailed  on  to  unite  for  this 
purpose." 

Moved  that  when  we  adjourn  we  adjourn  to  meet  agaia 
thi9  ^vemng,  at.hftU'-patt  sev^n  o'dock.   l^^st*  .Moved 


Two  oChar  i»- 


j0umalrf€hneratCot^0nc$fl9M. 

Aat  when  we  edjoimi  we  edjonni  to  meei  at  eigkt  o^doek 
Ibis  evening.    Carried. 

Two  eiher  reports  of  the  Committee  on  Misaiona,  pro-    ^^^^  ^  ^ 
poaing  Buch  alterationa  in  the  Conatitiition  of  the  Mu^    tanutttM  on 
eionatf  Society  of  the  Methodiat  Epiacopai  Church  aa    *"^ 
will  aUew  of  two  additional  Sectetaries,  were  read.    The 
reaolutiona  were  taken  up  aeparately.    The  first  reaolu- 
tion  waa  read,  and  adopted.     The  second  reaolution  waa 
read,  and  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present.    The  third  re- 
aohition  waa  read,  aa  waa  alao  the  amendment  propoaed 
by  the  commiuee.    Moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  ^  as- 
sistant Secretaries,"  and  inaerting  **  three  generd  Seeretai- 
riea."    While  thia  waa  under  tUscassion,  Conference  on 
motion  adjourned  to  meet  thia  evening,  at  eight  o'dk>dK. 

MONDAY  EVENING,  JUNE  1. 

Conference  met  pnisuant  to  adjournment,  Bishop  WaQg^ 
in  the  chair,  and  waa  opened  with  religioua  ezerciaea  by 
8.  6.  Roszel. 

Conference  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  unfinished 
business  of  the  afternoon,  being  a  motion  to  amend  the 
report  from  the  Committee  on  Missions,  to'  the  effect 
that  there  be  three  general  Secretaries  of  the  Missionary 
Society. 

Moved  to  recommit  the  aecond  report,  and  that  part  of 
the  first  report  which  has  not  been  acted  upon.  Moved  to 
lay  this  upon  the  table.    Carried. 

Moved  that  the  main  question  be  now  taken,  the  chair 
deciding  it  to  be  the  aecond  report  of  the  committee,  pn^ 
posing  the  election  of  two  additional  Secretariea  for  the 
Missionary  Society. 

The  main  queation  being  taken,  it  waa  decided  in  the 
negative ;  so  the  report  was  rejected. 

That  part  of  the  fint  report  not  acted  on  was  read. 
The  fourth  resolution  waa  taken  up,  read,  and  adopted,  as 
were  also  the  fifths  su^h^  and  seven^  resolutions. 

The  latter  part  of  the  third  reaolution  waa  read.  Moved 
to  lay  it  on  the  table.    Carried. 

Moved  to  take  up  the  second  reaolution.    Carried. 

Moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table.    Carried. 

Moved  diat  the  Constitution  as  amended  be  adopted* 
J.  T.  Mitchell  moved  the  following  amendment  to-  the 
report : — 

**  Resolved,  That  the  General  Conference  tecoramoiid 
to  the  Missionary  Society  ao  to  amend  the  CoBadtution  as 
to  strike  out  the  ^fourth  article,  which  provides  for  the 
election  of  a  Reaident  Corresponding  Secretary  by  the 
General  Conference."  Moved  to  lay  thia  on  the  taUe. 
Carried. 
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Thf ee  ineffectttftl  eftm*  were  made  to  adlJoiDiii* 
Moved  that  the  question  be  tatwn  withoat  Author  te- 

hate.    Carried.    Oa  the  qnealion  being  taken  on  the 

leaolutioD,  it  was  lost. 
Oa  motion,  Conference  edjoumed  to  meet  to-morrow 

naming,  half-past  eight  o'clock. 

TUESDAY  MORNING,  JUNE  2. 

Conference   met   according  to  adjournment,   Bishop 
Morris  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  appropriate  x»- 
ligioQs  exercises  by  S.  Hamilton. 
jf^ISS^       The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Missions,  under  consi* 
^teMtdofyt-  deration  last  evening,  was  on  motion  adopted,  and  reads 
as  follows : — 

"  The  Committee  on  Missions  report  in  part,  that  they 
.  have  had  under  consideration  the  Address  of  the  Mana^* 
gers  of  the  Missionary  Society,  and  the  report  of  die 
committee  who  examined  the  Journal  of  the  .Correspond- 
ing Secretary,  referred  to  them  by  this  spciety.  In  the 
Address  Xh6  Board  of  Managers  recommend  for  the 
concurrence  of  the  General  Conference  the  foUowiAg 
amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  society,  to  wit : 

"1.  That  to  the  second  article  be  added,  *  Any  person 
paying  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  at  one  time  into  the 
treasury  shall  be  a  manager  for  life ;  and  the  contribution 
of  fivenundred  dollars  shall  constitute  the  donor  a  patron 
for  life.    Recommended  by  the  committee  to  be  adopted. 

<<  2.  That  in  the  diird  article,  after  the  word  *  Vice-Pre- 
sidf^nt,'  be  inserted  *  Corresponding  Secretary,'  The  coat** 
nuttee  recommend  its  adoption. 

*'  3.  That  in  the  fifth  article,  after  the  words  <  to  defray  in- 
ddental  expenses,  ■  be  inserted '  to  provide  for  the  support  of 
superannuated  missionaries,  and  widows  and  orphans  of 
iflbnaionaries,  who  may  not  be  provided  fo^  by  the  Annual 
Oonferences.'    The  coonmittee  recommend  its  adoption. 

"  4.  That  the  following  be  appended  to  the  thirteenth 
Siticle,  to  make  it  correspond  with  the  provision  intro- 
duced into  the  fifth, '  except  as  provided  for  in  article  five/ 
Its  ad<^ott  £3  recommended. 

**  The  Board  also  recommend  a  further  amendment  of 
th0'  thirteenth  article,  by  adding  immediately  after,  the 
above, '  the  assistant  Treasurer  shall  be  subject  to  the  dir 
rection  of  the  Treasurer  and  Board  of  Managers.'  This 
file  comoiittee  alsa  recommend  for  adoption. 

'*  5.  That  in  article  fourteen*  after  the  words  *  Foreign 

Ifission,'  be  inserted  '  as  are  not  provided  for  by  an  Annu- 

,  al  Conference  ;'  and  a&er  the  word  '  established,'  in  the 

.    next  iine^  be  also  inserted  *  or  is  already  established.'  The 

committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  both. 
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**6.  Thai  article  sixteen  be  amended  by  appending  to 
it  *  or  by  the  Society  at  an  annual  meeting,  on  the  reconi- 
mendatipn  of  the  General  Conference.'  Recommended 
by  the  committee  for  adoption." 

The  President  presented  a  coauminication  from  the  comiiiaiiietiin 
Superintendents,  proposing  alterations  in  the  Discipline.  SS!°ff^J}^ 
Moved  to  suspend  the  role,  to  act  on  the  communication  ^'sSSIiJ? 
immediately.    Carried. 

The  first  proposed  amendment  was  read,  and,  on  mo- 
tion, adopted. 

The  second  amendment  was  also  adc^ed. 

The  whole  communication  was  then,  on  motion,  adopt* 
ed,  and  reads  as  follows : —  . 

"  The  Superintendents  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  onxn/^Atn^ 
die  General  Conference  to  the  following  clause  of  the  2^^  ^^SSi 
Discipline,  on  page  38,  which  reads  as  follows :  *  If  any  »S[!L  ^  '* 
preacher  absent  himself  from  his  circuit  without  leave  ot 
his  presiding  elder,  the  presiding  elder  shall,  as  far  as 
possible,  fill  his  place  with  Another  preacher,  who  shall  b6 
paid  for  his  labours  out  of  the  allowance  of  the  absent 
preacher,  in  proportion  to  the  usual  allowance.'  It  is 
the  opinion  of  th^  Superintendents  that  the  above  clause 
is  susceptible  of  a  construction  which  might  not  only  be 
at  variance  with  the  true  theory  of  our  system  of  itine- 
rant ministrations,  but  of  injurious  practical  tendency,  and 
therefore  claims  the  attention  of  this  body  in  regard  to 
the  propriety  of  striking  out  that  clause  which  implies  a 
power  on  the  part  of  the  presiding  elder  to  release  a 
preacher  from  thd  performance  of  his  ministerial  duties, 
and  they  recommend  that  the  following  words  be  stricken 
out,  to  wit :  *  without  leave  of  the  presiding  elder.' 

"  They  also  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  Of  striking 
out,  on  page  187  of  the  Discipline,  the  word  'distressed,' 
and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  ^deficient.'  They 
also  propose  to  request  the  £ditor  to  add  the  words,  *  and 
religious,'  to  the  latter  part  of  the  preface  to  the  Disci- 
pline, on  page  6." 

W.  Winans,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Itim^  Rmntorooak 
rancy,  presented  a  repq^ffespecting  the  administration  in  jg^SSSpfyCTi? 
the  Annual  Conferences*  f. 

A  motion  was  mado'  to  adopt  the  report,  l^e  resolu- 
tions were  taken  up  separately. 

The  first  resolution  was  read.  Moved  to  lay  it  on  ih^ 
table.     Lost 

A  motion  to  adopt  was  made,  and  on  motion  it  was  re» 
solved  to  take  the  question  widbout  further  debate.  The 
question  was  then  taken,  and  the  resdution  was  adoptbd. 

The  second  resolotion  was  read.  Moved  to  lay  it  on 
tbo  tabl^.    Loat.  :       * . 
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'nSSee^cn^      Moved  to  take  the  question  without  further  debate. 
Carried. 

The  reeolution  was  then  adopted,  as  were  also  the  ihirdf 
fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  resolutions. 

The  seventh  resolution  Was  read.  Moved  to  amend  by 
striking  out  <*  w)k>  has  not  travelled,"  and  insert  "  on  triaL'* 
J.  Early  moved  to  amend  by  inserting,  '*  whose  name  ap- 
pears on  the  Minutes."  G.  Pitman  offered  the  following 
as  a  substitute,  *'  who  has  not  been  employed  two  succes- 
sive years  in  the  regular  itinerant  work." 

After  discussion,  it  was  moved  to  take  the  question 
without  further  debate.     Carried. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  substitute,  it  was  car- 
ried.   The  resolution  as  amended  was  also  adopted. 

The  eighth  resoldtion  was  read. 

While  it  was  pending,  D.  Ostrander  asked  leave  of  ab- 
sence for  himself  and  P.  Rice,  after  the  session  to-mox^ 
row.    Leave  was  not  granted. 

S.  G.  Roszel  made  a  similar  request,  and  on  motion  it 
was  granted. 

R.  Paine  also  asked  leave  of  absence,  which,  on  mo* 
tion,  was  granted. 

A  motion  was  made  to  amend  the  resolution  before  the  Con- 
ference, by  inserting  the  word  "  superntimerary ."  Carried. 

The  resolution  as  amended  was  adopted. 

It  was  moved  to  adopt  the  report.  J.  Dodge  moved  the 
following  amendment :  *'  The  action  of  the  Georgia  Con- 
ference, in  declaring  that  <  Slavery,  as  it  exists  in  these 
United  States,  is  not  a  moral  evil,'  contradicts  the  sense  of 
the  general  rule  and  the  Discipline  on  that  subject,  and  is, 
therefore,  irregular."  Moved  to  lay  on  the  table.  Carried. 
^  It  was  moved  to  adopt  the  report  as  amended.  On 
motion,  the  reading  was  dispensed  with. 

Moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  all  that  part  of  the  re- 
port which  relates  to  the  Oneida  Conference.     Lost. 

Moved  to  lay  the  remainder  of  the  report  on  the  table. 
Lost. 

Moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  dispensing  with  the  read- 
lag  of  the  report.     Carried. 

Moved  that  when  we  adjourn  we  adjourn  to  meet  ibis 
afternoon,  at  three  o'clock.     Cairied. 

The  report  was  then  read.  Moved  that  all  that  part  of 
the  report  which  relates  to  the  New-Engiand  Conference 
be  laid  on  the  table.    Lost. 

Moved  that  all  that  part  of  the  report  which  relates  to 
the  New-England  Conference  be  stricken  out. 

On  motion,  the  Conference  resolved  to  protract  the  ses- 
sion fifteen  minutos. 

While  the  motion  to  strike  out  was  under  discussion.  Con- 
ference adjourned  to  meet  this  afternoon,  at  three  o'clock. 
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,  TUESDAY  AFTERNOON,  JUNE  2.  .      . 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Bkliop  An- 
drew in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  appropriate  ibU- 
gious  exercises  by  J.  Jamieson. 

Conference  took  up  the  unfinished  business  of  the 
moxning,  b^ing  the  motion  to  strike  out  all  that  part  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  die  Itinerancy  relating  to  the 
New-England  Conference. 

W«  A.  Smith  having  spoken  fifteen  minutes,  he  was 
interrupted,  when  a  motion  was  made  to  aUow  Un  to 
j[^Oceed.     Lost. 

Moved  to  take  the  question  without  further  4ebat4. 
Carried. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  to  strike  out, 
it  was  adopted. 

E.  Robinson  moved  that  the  whole  of  that  part  of  the 
report  relating  to  th^  Maine  Conference  be  stricken  out. 

Moved  to  postpone  indefinitely  the  remainder  of  the 
report.  Carried.  Moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  adopting 
the  resolutions.    Lost. 

The  report,  as  amended,  was  then  adopted.  It  reads  as 
foHows: — 

"  The  committee  submit  for  adoption  the  following  re-  %JjL|^*!!f 

solutions,  viz. :-—  Untnaqr, 

*'  Resolved,  I.  That  when,  the  character  of  an  elder  is      * 
examined  in  an  Annual  Conference,  after  it  shall  appear 
that  there  is  nothing  charged  against  him,  he  shall,  unless 
excused  for  special  reasons,  retire  from  the  Conference 
room  during  the  passage  of  his  character. 

"2.  That  it  ehall  l^  the  duQr  of  stewards  of  Annual 
Conferencea  to  divide .  the  funds  at  their  disposal  in 
proportion  to  the  claims  and  the  deficiencies  of  those, 
naving  claims  upon  such  funds,  so  as  to  bring  up  the  most 
deficient  to  an  equality  at  the  highest  point  to  which  the 
funds  on  hand  will  carry  them. 

'*  B.  That  an  Annual  Conference  can  have  no  right,  in 
any  case,  to  withhold  from  a  superannuated  preacher  who 
complies  with  the  requirements  of  the  DiseipUne,  his  pro- 
portion of  the  funds  to  be  distributed  by  ^e  stewards  of 
such  Annual  Conference,  including  his  travelling  expenses. 

<'  4.  That  when  a  member  of  an  Annual  Conference, 
in  good  standing,  shall  demand  a  located  relation,  the 
Conference  shall  be  obliged  to  grant  it  to  him. 

*'5.  That  no  recommendation  from  a  Quarteriy  Meet^ 
ing  Conference  to  an  Annual  Conference  shall  be  of  iany 
force  after  the  se$sion  of  the  Annual  Conference  next  fof- 
Ipwing  the  grant  of  such  reeomm^sdation. 

"6.  That  all  the  business  transacted  by  an  Annud 
Conference. ought  to.be  fully  and /cdearly  staited  on  the 
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itapgit  of  tiM  joqrpals  of  such  Conference  ^  spd  tbai  the  Bidiops  have 
oonmittae  on  j^  -^  charge  to  see  that  this  be  done  in  all  the  Annual 
Conferences. 

"  7.  That  no  preacher  is  eligible  to  be  reeeired  into 
fnll  connection  who  has  not  been  employed  two  succet- 
«iTe  Conference  years  in  the  regular  itinerant  work. 

'^6.  That  an  Annual  Conference  has  no  right  to  appro- 
priate the  dividend  of  the  Book  or  Chartered  Fund,  or  a 
surplus  of  moneys  in  the  hands  of  the  stewards  of  the 
Conference,  otherwise  than  to  the  support  of  travelling, 
supernumerary,  and  superannuated  preachers,  their  wives, 
widows,  and  children,  according  to  the  provision  of  the 
Discipline. 

"  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

«<  W.  WinaWs,  Ckidmum. 
"  Baltimore,  June  1 ,  1840." 

J.  Early  offered  the  following  resolution  i^^ 
— a^&SSrf        "  Rewlved  by  the  several  Annual  Copferenoes  in  C^ene- 
fo    nciaiML  ^j  Conference  assembled.  That  the  Rev.  Bishop  Soule  be 
requested  to  visit  England  and  attend  the  Wesleyan  Bf  e- 
thodist  Conference  of  1842,  as  the  messenger  of  the  Me- 
thodist Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States :  and  in 
the  event  Bishop  Soule  shall  find  it  impracticable  to  com- 
ply with  the  wishes  of  the  General  Conference,  it  shaH 
be  the  duty  of  the  Supehntendents  to  appoint  some  suita- 
Ue  pers<m.  to  visit  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Conference 
ia  1842,  as  the  representative  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  the  United  States."    Read,  and  adopted. 
The  Superintendents  presented  the  foUowi'ng : — 
-^^^    to    ^  «» Resolved,  That  the  fbllowing  be  added  to  answer  1, 
'  etiautM  question  1,  section  5,  chapter  1,  pait  1,  page  29  of  the 

"  Discipline:-^'  The  Bishops  may,  when  they  judge  it  no- 

'cessary,  unite  two  or  more  circuits  or  staitons  together, 
without  affecting  the  separate  financial  interests  at  pas- 
toral duties  of  such  circuits  or  stations.' " 
.  D.  Ostrander  moved  to  amend,  by  insetting  "  in  one 
charge"  after  the  word  « together."  Moved  to  lay  Xhe 
amendment  on  the  table.  Canried^ 
.  T.Spiceritioved  to  amend  by  placing  it  as  7th  answer 
to  question  3,  section  4,  page  27 ,-  for  which  N.  Bangs 
offered  as  a  substitute^  that  Sie  resolution  be  so  amended 
9m.  to  read  thai  the  proposed  addition  **  be  insctrted  in  the 
proper  place  in  the  Discipline."    Carried. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  wis  adopted. 

:  J.  Eady  offered  the  foUowtng  resolution :— * 

•riaa?*^       **  Resolved,  That  BUfaop  Soule  shaH  be  at  full  fiberty  to 

kiB  eompanion  select  a  suitable  travellhig  cooiipanion  to  adoosipftny  him  on 

ibrtiien^ion  fyg  yii^jt  io  the  British  Conference ;  and  thiit  the  Expenses 

)Slfiush  IraveUingiCoiBpaaaoa  bepaid  by  the  Book  Agents.** 


imtmd  ff  Gmisfat  0m^9^eiWf  1840. 


U0 


lM«fitetoO»» 


S.  6«  RoteEe1'4>ffeTed  the  blowing  sobvlitiite : — 

**  Reaolved,  That  Bishop  Soole  nonunate,  and  the  Goa^ 
fetence  elect,  the  individual,  or  some  other  person,  as  his 
tn^velling  compaoion  to  ihe  Wesleyan  Methodist  Confer* 
eneQ  in  1842.;  and  that  the  Book  Agents  pay  the  expense 
of  said  travelling  companion."^    Carried. 

J,  Earfy  offered  the  following  resolation  :•— 

"  Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Snperin* 
tendinis  to  appoint  some  suitable  person  as  a  delegate  jib 
the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Cdnference  in  Upper  Canada,  in 
ISiV^^^JBLoMdj  and  adopted.  ^ 

'      BSsIiop  SouTe  oilerea  the  following  resolmion8,^wfi[cirtj 
fin.nKHJion  were  adopted,  by  a  vote  of  ninety^seven  so 
twenty-sevenr:---- 

:<*  1.  Resolved,  That  in  the  decision  of  this  Confei^enoe 
in  the. case  of  the  appeal  of  the  Rev»  Silas  Comfort,  it  H 
not  intended  to  express  or  imply  that  the  testimony  of 
coloured  persons  against  white  persons,  in  Church  triaisi 
is  either  expedient  or  justifiable  in  any  of  the  slavehold« 
ing  states  or  territories  where  the  civil  laws  prohibit  suoh 
testimony  in  trials  at  law. 

*<  2.  Resolved,  That  it  is  not  the  intentioh  of  this  Coa* 
ference,  in  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  of  the  Rev.  Ig« 
eatius  A*  Few,  of  Ge<Nrgia,  in  regard  to  the  admission  of 
the  testimony  of  colour^  persons,  to  prohibit  snob  testis 
mony  in  Church  trials  in  any  of  the  states  or  terfitoriee 
where  it  is  the  established  usage  of  the  Church  to  admit; 
and  where,  in'  the  judgment  of  the  constitutional  jndi<« 
catori^s  of  the  Church,  such  testimony  may  be  admitted 
with  safety  to  the  peace  of  society,  and  the  best  tntereste  f 
of  all  concerned. 

<'  3»  Resolved,  That  it  is  not  the  intention  of  this  Cob- 

f^ence^  in  either  of  the  above  cases,  or  in  any  action  bad 

by.  t^s  body,  to  express  or  impLy  any  distrust  or  want  eP 

confidence  in  the  Christian  piety  cur  integ^ty  of  the 

reus  body  of  coloured  members  under  our  pastoral  cu% 

to  whom  we  are  bound  by  the  bonds  of  the  gospel 

Christ,  atid  for  whose  spiritual  and  eternal  interests,  togen 

ther  with  all.  our  fellow-men  of  every  colour  and  m  everjr    j/ 

relatloe  and  condition  in  life,  we  will  never  cease  to»   f 

hibour,''  .      / 

'  A  motion  to  reconsider  I.  A.  Few's  rescdutioti  was  ^MA 

\  OB  the  taUe»  by  a  vote  of  seventy-six  to  fifty<*wo^^.-*^'^  i 

^Conference,  on  motion,  resrived^to  meet  agatnat  eight 

Q'<aQck,P.M, 

Ikhfii  select  committee  to  whom  had  been  refened  flie> 
par][  of  the  Book  Committee's  report  oa  depositories' 
nradft  »  reports  tshich.  was  amended  and  adbpled,<  ae^  B«poit«r 
follows: —  ■'•'  "* 

'^.Tto.eooiKiittee  to  whom  wete  xefexxed  the  rssolotion 


lcar»i    I 
pel  of    I 


\ 


book 


IIQ 
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BaportofMiKt  offered  by  tlie  Book  Ckmnoittee,  respecting  die  terftus  on 
S^^d^£  wMch  books  sboald  be  fumisbed  to  depositories,  and  also 
1^*  certain  propositions  to  amend  tbe  same,  liaving  bad  fbe 

subject  under  close  consideration,  respectiidly  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  the  following  items,  in  place  of  the 
resolution  above  mentioned ;  to  wit : — 

'*  1.  There  shall  be  a  depositoiy  of  our  books  at 
Charleston,  S.  C,  and  at  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  furnished  by  the 
Agents  at  New*- York  with  full  supplies  of  the  books  of 
our  General  Catalogue,  Sunday-school  books,  and  tracts, 

#  to  be  sold  for  the  Concern  on  the  same  terms  as  at  New- 
\  York.  Provided,  1.  That  there  shall  not  be  more  than 
.  twenty'^ve  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  books  at  any  one 
'  time  at  Charleston,  nor  more  than  fifteen  thousand  dollars' 

worth  at  Pittsburg.  2.  The  eiEpenses  incident  to  the 
transportation,  management,  and  sale  of  our  books  at  these 
depositones  having  been  met  out  of  the  sales,  according  to 
arrangement  with  the  Agents  at  Nev»-York,  the  nett  pro- 
ceeds shall  be  forwarded  to  said  Agents  as  fast  as  possi- 

•  blOi     3.  Full  statements  shall  be  made  to  the  Agents  at 
New-York  semi-annually,  at  dates  fixed  by  them,  of  the 

V  I  amount  of  sales  and  expenses,  distinguishing  cash  sales 

/  fiom  those  on  credit.  And  also,  annual  statements  shall 
'  be  made  of  Uie  amount  of  stock.  4.  If  it  shall  appear  to 
the  Agents  at  New- York  that  the  business  at  either  of 
the  depositories  is  not  well  managed,  or  that  remittances 
are  not  duly  made,  they  shall  give  notice  thereof  to  the 
committee  or  commissioners  acting  for  the  Annual  Con- 
Inrence,  or  to  the  Annual  Conference,  who  shall  imme- 
diately correct  the  error  complained  of,  or  cause  the  a&irs 
of  the  depository  to  be  wound  up. 

^  Concerning  the  resolution  referred  io  your  committee 
teq>eoting  dividends  from  the  Book  Concern  to  the  new 
CSonferenoes,  your  committee  recommend  that  said  reso- 
lution be  not  adopted^^but  that  the  following  be  substituted 
fiorlt^  to  wit:*— 

:. "  Resolved,  That  the  Agents  at  New- York  continue  to 
pay  a  dividend  of  six  hundred  dollars  to  each  of  the  An- 
Bind  Conferences  as  they  were  at  the  time  that  dividend 
commenced ;  leaving  it  with  the  Conferences  which  hare 
since  been  divided  to  arrange  for  the  proportionate  subdi- 
idsion  of  the  money,  according  to  the  number  of  preach- 
ers in  the  Conferences  so  divided ;  and  also,  the  money 
fivhn  the  Chartered  Fund  shall  be  so  divided. 

"  In  view  of  the  great  and  pressing  want  of  our  books, 
aiBd  Specially  of  our  Sunday-school  books,  in  places 
where  it  does  not  seem  advisaMe  to  establish  depositories, 
jRwr.bonialittee  beg  leave  to  recommend  the  adoption  of 
the  following  resolution  : — 
I  '*BiBflQired»  That  the  Agents  and  Book  CommiUee'at 
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New-York  and  Cinciiuiati  be  authcnrized'ta  sell  id  dealeftt^ 
in  places  where  the  demand  might  justify  it,  on  such 
terms  as  are  usual  with  publishers  selling  to  book- 
sellers. 

*'  For  the  settlement  of  a  question  which  has  arisen  iMght.  > 
concerning  freight  from  New- York  to  tlie  place  of  a  de« 
pository,  under  the  rale  of  the  last  General  Conference, 
your  committee  beg  leave  to  recommend  the  adoption  of 
the  following  resolution : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  rule  of  the  last  General  Confer- 
^xce  justified  the  construction  given  to  it  by  the  Agents  at    . 
New- York,  as  to  the  payment  of  freights  m>m  that  citf  to 
the  place  of  depositories. 

"  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

'*  S.  K.  HoDOBS,  Chairman. 

"Jtifw  1,1840." 

On  motion  of  S.  K.  Hodges,  the  Discijdine,  part  2,  sec- 
tion 8,  paragraph  4,  page  181,  was  amended  by  strikmg 
out  the  word  "  shall,**  and  inserting  "  may,  if  approved  by 
the  Editors  and  Book  Committee.** 

Conference  gave  brother  Harrell  leave  of  absence,  and 
then  adjourned,  to  meet  again  at  eight  o'clock,  P.  M. 

TUESDAY  EVENING,  JUNE  2. 

Conference  met,  Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair,  and  was 
opened  by  I.  Winner. 

On  motion  of  John  Early,  the  resolution  adopted 
this  afternoon,  providing  for  a  delegate  to  Canada  in 
1841,  was  reconsidered,  and  the  following  substitute 
adopted : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Bishop  Hedding  be,  and  he 
is  hereby  requested  to  attend  and  represent  the  Methodist  ^STtoCttiM 
Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States,  at  the  Wesleyan  * 
Methodist  Conference  of  Upper  Canada  in  1841;  and  in 
the  event  it  shall  be  impracticable  for  Bishop  Hedding  to 
attend  the  above  Conference,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  ihm 
Superintendents,  or  a  majori^  of  them,  to  appoint  a  suitSK 
bio  delegate  to  the  We^eyan  Methodist  Conference  of 
Upper  Canada  in  1841.*' 

The  report,  in  part,  of  the  Committise  on  Itinerancy  itianniief   n 
was  called  up,  and  read.  portinpirt. 

W.  Winans  proposed  to  amend  the  first  resolution  )aif  A&kAtlMrMii 
adding,  '*  But  in  all  matters  of  busine^  transacted  iii  a 
Quarterly  Meeting  Conference,  or  aa  Annual  Conference, 
it  is  the  prerogative  of  the  Conference  in  which  sueh  bU* 
siness  is  transacted  to  determine  the  application  of  the 
l^w  to  the  C986?* 

W.  A.  Smith  offered  the  follofving  snabstitme  for  tl|e 
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fattk*k  ivbrti-  resdution,  and  the  amendment  was  kid  on  tlio  tabfe  to 
*^'  make  way  for  it,  to  wit  :-^ 

'*  Resolved  by  the  several  Annud  Conferences  in 
General  Conference  assembled,  That  the  Bishop  in  aa 
Annual  Conference,  and  the  Presiding  Elder  in  a  Qoar- 
terly  Meeting  Conference,  shall  decide  all  questions  of 
law,  and  the  Conference  shall  decide  the  application  oC 
the  law ;  and  from  such  decision  of  the  President  there 
shall  be  no  appeal,  except  it  be  taken  from  the  President 
of  a  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference  to  the  President  of  an 
Annual  Conference,  and  from  the  President  of  an  Annual 
Conference  to  tlie  General  Conference.'' 

,The  previous  question  was  called  for,  but  not  ordered. 
An  inde6nite  postponement  of  the  whole  subject  was 
moved.  The  main  question  was  ordered,  being  the  reso- 
lution reported  by  the  committee ;  and,  when  taken,  the 
resolution  was  lost. 

Conference  resolved  to  meet  at  eight  o'clock,  instead  of 
half-past  eight  to*morrow  morning. 

On  motion  of  R.  Paine,  the  rule  calling  for  the  mam 
question  was  reconsidered ;  and  he  moved  to  amend  it  by 
adding,  *'  whenever  said  question  is  sustained,  the  secoid 
vote  shall  be  taken  on  the  substitute,  amendment,  or  fe- 
solution,  under  debate  at  the  time.*'  W.  A.  Smith  moved 
to  lay  the  previous  question  and  the  proposed  amend- 
ment on  the  table.  L^st.  The  amendment  was  admitted 
by  the  mover  of  the  rule  for  the  previous  question.  H. 
Slicer  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by  conforming 
tfie  rule  under  consideration  to  that  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives of  the  United  States^  for  183d-40.  This 
was  also  admitted,  and  the  rule  as  an^ended  was  adopted. 

Conference  then  adjourned,  to  meet  to-morrow  morning, 
al;  eight  o'clock. 

WEDNESDAY  MORNING,  JUNE  3. 

.  Confer^ce  met  at  eight  o'clock,  pursuant  to  adjourn^ 
aasnt,  Bishop  Roberts  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with 
raUgiotts  exercbes  by  brother  Parker,  of  Arkansas. 

<  G.  Peck,  ohainoaB  of  the  committee  appointed  to  draft 
a  Pastoral  Address,  made  a  report,  which  Mras  read. 

O.  Scott  flM»ved  to  insert  **  western,"  in  that  part  of  the 
address  which  refers  to  the  memorials  on  slavery.  Laid 
oa  the  table. 

N.  Levings  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  **  northern 
and  eastern,'^  and  insert  *^  several."  Laid  on  the  table. 
The  word  '*  prinetpaHy"  was  then  inserted,  and  the  word 
**  numerous"  strxeken  out. 

The  address  as  amended  was  then  adq^led.  (See 
Appendix,  Doiaomenl  £^) 
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The  Preqijent  caHed'up  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on' Edlucatioiu  The  report  (in  part)  was  read,  and  the 
resolution  adopted  by  a  rising  vote,  in  these  words : — 

<<  Re3olved,^  That  we  will  forthwith  elect  seven  com-  usifwitty 
mi^sioners,  who  shall  be  taken  from  the  following  district  ^'^■^ 
of  country,  viz, : — ^Three  from  the  western  side  of  the  AJle- 
jghany  Mountains,  two  from  the  eastern  side  thereof,  sonth 
of  the  Potomac  River^  and  the  remaining  two  from  the 
s&me  side,  north  of  the  said. river ;  and  that  the  said  com- 
missioners shall  appoint  a  time  and  place  to  assemble, 
and  transact  the  business  hereinafter  committed  to  them. 
Poiir  of  them  shall  be  a  (quorum  for  the  fulfilment  of 
the  trust ;  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  make  any 
arrangements  with  the  trustees  of  the  University,  referred 
to  in  the  foregoing  report,  by  which  they  may  secure  to 
the  Qeneral  Conference  of  the  ^ethodist  Episcopal  Church 
^e  control  of  the  said'tlniversity,  in  so  far  as  to  provide 
that  it  shall  elect  the  faculty  and  officers  thereof,  and 
arrange  and  settle  the  course  of  studies  pursued  therein, 
and  the  internal  policy  thereof,  through  any  Board  of  Cura- 
tors which  the  Conference  may  appoint  for  that  purpose ; 
and  provided  that  they  do  not  pledge  the  property  of  the 
M.  E.  Church,  nor  bind  this  Conference,  either  collect- 
ively, or  the  members  individually,  to  pay  any  money, 
either  to  endow  or  sustain  said  University.  And  the  said 
commissioners  shall  have  power  to  cariy  into  immediate 
effect  any  arrangements  they  may  make  with  the  said 
trusteeis,  in  conformity  with  the  foregoing  stipulations, 
and  they  shall  report  their  actings  and  doings  herein  to 
the  next  session  of  this  Conference. 

"All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

"Ignatius  A.  Few,  Chairman, 

"  Baltimore,  May  22,  1840."  , 

The,  report  in  full,  giving  a  detail  of  the  ^condition  and  i^Uc^^tJj 
prospects  of  the  literary  institutions  under  our  patronage,  ^     ~~     ~ 
was  read.  .  Various  verbal  corrections  in  names  were 
made  during  the  reading ;  and  the  resolution  annexed  was 
adopted,  to  wit : — 

"  Resolved,  That  any  Annual  Conference  may  direct 
public  collections  to  be  taken  up  by  the  preachers  in 
charge  of  circuits  and  stations  in  each  society,  once 
in  each  year,  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  the  literary 
institutions  under  its  patronage  or  control,  if  it  phoidd 
judge  it  expedient  so  to  do,  or  may  adopt 'such  other 
'  Measures  for  that  end  as  may  seem  to  the  members  thereof 
most  advisable. 

"  All  of  which  is  re^ectfully  submitted, 

"Ignatius  A.  Few,  Chairman. 

*'BdlHmore,  May  29,  1840." 
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J.  A.  Collins  moved  to  amend  the  report,  by  sfrftiag  oat 
the  part  referring  to  preachers  on  trial  being  aj^inted  to 
colleges  and  seminaries.'     Lost. 

The  report  as  amended  was  adopted.   (App.,  Doc.  F.) 

Conference  resolved  to  meet  again  at  three  o^cIock,  F.  M, 

J.  Early  moved  that  the  Bishops  be  requested  to  appoint 
the  commissioners  for  the  University,  accepted  by  the 
first  report  of  the  Committee  on  Education.     Adopted. 

On  motion  of  H.  Slicer,  the  foHowing  was  adopted  :-^ 

"  Resolved,  by  the  General  Conference,  That  the  rule 
relating  to  probationers  be  so  applied  as  not  to  affect 
those  preachers  on  trial  who  have  been  heretofore  ap- 
pointed by  the  Bishops  to  literary  institutions .'^ 

On  motion  of  T.  K.  Catlett,  Conference  reconsidered 
the  ninth  resolution  of  the  report  (in  full)  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Book  Concern,  limiting  the  choice  of  Editors 
to  travelling  preachers.  On  motion  of  J.  Early,  the 
resolution  was  amended  by  striking  out  "  shall  be,'*  and 
inserting  "  if,"  so  a»  to  read  "  if  chosen."  The  amend- 
ment was  adopted  by  seventy-six  to  sixty ;  and  the  amend- 
ment was  ordered  to  be  made  with  regard  to  all  our  Editors. 
^  On  a  motion  to  adopt  the  reports  of  the  Book  Committee 
in  whole,  S.  K.  Hodges  moved  the  following  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  report,  which  was  adopted: — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New-Tork  be 
authorized  to  establish  a  depository  at  Boston,  on  the  same 
terms  as  those  at  Charleston  and  Pittsburg,  the  amount  of 
which  shall  not  at  any  time  exceed  ten  thousand  doflais." 

The  reports  in  full  were  then  adopted,  as  follows  : — 

(For  first  report,  see  pp.  51,  52.) 

The  Committee  on  the  affairs  of  the  Book  Concern  beg 
leave  to  present  this  as  their  report,  in  part : — 

^  Your  committee  have  had  under  consideration  the  afifairs 
of  the  South- Western  Christian  Advocate,  published  at 
Nashville,  Tennessee,  and  beg  leave  to  ofiTer  the  following 
preamble  and  resolutions : 

**  Whereas,  it  appears  from  the  exhibit  of  the  Publishing 
Committee  of  the  S.  W.  C.  Advocate,  they  are  owing 
$11,587,  and  that  there  is  due  said  committee  some 
$18,000,  one-half  of  which  they  think  may  be  ultimately 
available,  and  whereas  the  present  wants  of  the  commit- 
tee are  such  as  to  require  the  aid  of  some  thousands  of 
dollars;  therefore, 

"Resolved,  1.  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  be 
directed  to  negotiate  with  the  Publishing  Committee  of  the 
Tennessee  Conference  for  the  settlement  of  the  debts  of 
the  S.  W.  C.  Advocator  provided  the  Agent»  do  not  exceed 
the  sum  of  seven  thousand  dollars. 

"  2.  That  we  recommend  the  continuwice  of  said,  paper, 
provided,  that  if  the  paper  does  not  sustain  itself,  the  Ten- 


Advocate. 
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tieiBee  €oiifoi«n««'k  aiftbormd  <ind^4ic«el«d  l»  wiod  up 
^e  concern  at  th«  olose  «f  the  «eixt  yoitttiia. 

'*3.  That  it  be  recomm^ded  to  the  PublislUAg  Com- 
mittee to  reduce  the  size  of  the  S«  W«  C.  Ad?ecate  to  the 
size  of  the  Western  C.  Advocate.  < 

"  Your  committee  have  had  under  oonsidefatioft^ako  the 
ofier  of  the  Vifginia  and  North  Carolina  Confei^races  to 
traiisfer  to  the  General  Concern  the  paper  of  the  above- 
named  Conferences,  and  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following: 

<'  4.  Resolved,  That  the  offer  of  the  Yirgiaia  and  North 
Gasolina^ Conference  Journal'  be  accepted,  and  published 
for  the  General  Concern  otider  die  namo  of  the  'Richmond 
Christian  Advocate.' 

"5.    Resolved,  That  the   Discipline,  page    184,   be  ^^Jjjjjjj^^ 
amended  so  as  to  read,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  ninth  "^ 

paragraph,  after  the  words,  'to  discontinue  them,'  'and 
report  to  the  Agents  at  New- York  the  state  of  the  accounts, 
in  the  final  settlement  of  the  business,  and  if  there  be  any 
loss,  the  said  Agents  shall  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to 
discharge  the  debt.' 

*^  Your  committee  have  had  under  consideration  also  the 
communication  of  the  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati,  relative 
V to  the  German  paper  called  'The  Apologist,'  and  beg 
leave  to  offer  the  fdlowing : 

"6.  Resolved,  That  the  Apologist  be  adopted  as  a 
General  Conference  paper,  and  that  the  Agents  and  Book 
Committee  at  Cincinnati  be  authorized  to  wind  up  the 
concern  at  any  time  when  in  their  judgment  it  shall  be 
expedient  to  do  so. 

"Your  committee  have  had  under  consideratibn  also 
the  application  of  the  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Pitts- 
burg Conference  Journal,  to  transfer  that  paper'  to  the 
General  Concern,  and,  after  mature  reflection,  beg  leave 
to  submit  the  following  resolution : 

"7.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  accept  the  offer 
made  of  the  Pittsburg  Christian  Advocate,^  by  the'  Pub- 
Ibhing  Committee  of  the  Pittsbnrg  Conference  Journal, 
provided  that  the  debts  heretofore  contracted  without  the' 
authority  of  this  Conference  be  not  charged  to  the  Book 
Concern,  and  provided  also  said  paper  be  under  the  regu- 
lations which  Discipline  prescribes  in  regard  to  other 
papers. 

"Your  committee  have  had  under  considetation  the 
subject  of  the  pa3rment  of  freight  by  the  Book  Concern 
on  books  sent  to  depositories,  and  beg  leave  to  offer  &e 
following:  '  '  ' 

«8.  Resolved,  That  the  Agents  be  directed  to 'adhere^< 
to  their  former  practice  of  requiring  the  depositories  to 
pay  expenses,  when  the  books  are'  sold  at  the  discount 
allowed  to  depositories.  .         '<    . 


PKtilMirr 
Ghitttf&i' 
AdTocate 


MiteK«w-      it  Yomt  eelmiiittee  ha^a  hid  under  ^mMdeninii  4^ 
sabject  of  the  detcripdim  of  fluids  in  wUch  the  debladue 
V     llie  Book  Concern  should  be  psid,  and  beg  leave  to  offer 
the  foUowing  resolntion : 

<'9.  Resolved,  That  the  debts  dne  die  Book  Conceni 
shall  be  paid  in  each  funds  as  are  enirent  in  the  state 
where  the  books  are  sold ;  provided,  nevertheless,  that 
the  preachers  be  required  to  proonre  the  best  innds  in 
their  power. 

"  Respectfully  snbmitted, 

''  BaUimare,  May  21,  1840.'' 

Find  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

^•BoSfcom^      "  ^®^^  committee  have  had  under  eonsideraiion  the  va^^ 
mittee.        '  rious  matters  referred  to  them,  and  beg  leave  to  offer  Ais 
as  their  final  report  :-^ 

<*  They  have  had  under  consideration  the  subject  of  the 
Quarterly  Review,  and  offer  the  following  resdution : 
Qoartariy  iuk      «1.  Resolved,  That  we  recommend  to  the  Agents  and 
^'^^'  Book  Committee  at  New-York,  to  oesmienDef  at  the  close 

of  the  present  year,  if  in  the  judgment  of  the.  Agents  the 
patronage  be  sufficient  to  sustain  it,  a  new  series  of  the 
Quarterly  Review,  in  an  enlarged  and  inq^oved  form,  to 
be  entitled  the  '  Methodist  Quarterly  Review ;'  and  that 
the  Agents  be  directed  to  issue  forthwith  i^  prospectus  for 
the  work. 

"  We  have  had  under  consideration  also  th&  application 

Cms,  of  Or  a  of  Urban  C.  Tignor,  to  be  r^eased  from  a  claim  held 

'''^^f^'  against  him  by  the  Book  Concern  at  New- York,  for  books 

which  wwe  lost  at  sea,  and  offer  the  ibllowi«g  resdn- 

tion : 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  the  case  of  U.  C.  Ti|^or  be  refer- 
yed  to  the  Agents  for  such  statement  of  i&  amonnt  as 
'  they  may  think  pioper . 

"They  have  had  under  consideration  the  claon  for* 
Mriitflfomil.  freight  held  by  the,  Ag^ts  at  New- York  against  the  CoU' 
ToAtoCiBciii-  ^^  ^  Cincianati,  and  offer  the  following  resolutiQiis : 

"  3«  Resolved,  That  the  freight  lor  the  four  yeani  past, 
.  ending  Ist  April,  1840,  frpm  New- York  to  Cincinnati,  and 
thence  to  the  circuits,  be  credited  to  the  Cincinnati  Con- 
oexn^  m  view  of  |he  deiHreciation  of  the  old  stock. 

"4.  Resdved,  That  the  freight  from  New-Yori^  to 

Cincinnati,  and  the  difference  of  exchange,  bencefortk  be 

borne  by  the  latter  Concern. 

Mmooi     OB     :".They  havjsihad  under  conaidem^ony  also,  the  subject 

^^'^  ^'^       of  the  t^rms  ojf  sale  of  our  books  of  the  General  Cat^^e, 

and  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  resolution : 

**  5.  Resolved,  Thai  we  allow  on  all  credit  s8Aes.»,dis- 


copat^of  tw^aiy<five  p9r  cent.,  the  credit  to  eitend  t^ilbe  ^SfSiMir 
Conforence:  eneiwg,  wbeA,  i£  not  paid^  tobear  mt8Mel> 
fstmk  that,  date ;  and  a  dia^oont  of  tkurty^tfafee  and  one*  • 
third  per  cant  when  the  caah  aeeonqpaniea  tlieord6hr,{ivo«« 
Tided  that  whenever  the  books  are  losgev  than  «ae  monthi 
in,fi;rinag  at  the  place  of  deatiaatien,  aflk«r  die  reception 
of  the  caih  by  the  Agents^  then  the  purchaaer  ahall  ba- 
entitled  to  receive  interest  on'  the  amount  paid  for  the 
whoto  time  irom  the  reception  of  the  money  mitii  tba* 
books  are  receiited,  at  the* same  nto  of  interest  aa  ia^ 
charged  by  the  Agents ;  pso^nded  ateo,  auoh  pasrmeBta  aio 
made  in  funds  which  are  at  paic  ftt  the  agency. 

"6.  Resolved  also^  That  the  proceeds  of  the  Book  Con*  Phiifciaor  las 
cem  be  distributed  equally  among  the  sevenl;  Awival    *'™**'** 
Confereneea* 

"  Your  committee  have  had  under  consideration  also  the 
collection  of  the  debts  due  for  the  periodicals  poUished  Ooflggon    of 
under  the  dkection  of  the  General  Conference,  and  beg    ^SSSSH^ 
leave  to  offer  the  following. reaoludoBs: 

"  7.  Resolved,  That  it  be  made  the  duty  of  every  tra^ 
veiling  preacher  to  nee  his  influence  to  obtain  aubscribers 
for  our  periodicals  published  under  th«  direction  of  the 
General  Conference,  attend  to  the  cdlectioi  of  duea  for 
the  same,  and  remit  the  money  to  the  puMi^ia,  according 
to.  their  directions. 

"  8.  Resolved,  That  it  be  the  duty  of  the  preacher  in 
chasge  of  each  station  and  ciixsuit  to  keep,  in  a  suitable 
book,  a  faithful  record  ol.aU  the  subacril^re  to  our  peri-* 
odicala  in  his  oharee ;  enter  the  date  and  ammaU  of  pay- 
ments,.and  leare  the  beok.for  his  successor,  and  a  nele 
of  where  it  is  left  shall  be  made  on  tho'  jdan  of  the  circfoit. 

"  Your  committee  have  had  under  oonaideralieH  the  sab* 
ject  of  £diu>ra  Cmt  the  Book  Concern  at  New*Y<»rk,  and' 
respiectfully  offer  the  foUowing  reaokokions^ 

<«  9.  Resolved,  That  thex^  shall  be  an  Editor  itt  the  alltwiaUl^w^ 
Magaane  and  Qiiar^rly  Review,  gnneiai  books  and  tracts ;    ^^^ 
and  an  Editor  and  aasistant  Editor  for  the  Christian  Advo- 
cate, and  Journal,  Youth's  Magazinn,  and  Sabbath-school 
book^';  who,  if  chosen  £rom.ammig  the  travelluig  pleach*  .    . 

eraj  shall,  by  virtue  of  ^  their,  appointment,  be  menribers  of 
the  New- York  Conference;  to  which,  in > the  interval  of 
the  General  Conference,  they  shall  be  responsible  for  their 
conduct  in  office, 

"  Your  committee  have  had  under  consideradon  the  af-^ 
fairs  of  the  Western  Bocdi^  Concern,  and  beg  leave>  to  offer - 
the  foUowing: 

<'m  There  shall  be  an  eataUiskment  of  the  Book  Con-  ^^b!^"^  >«* 
cem  in  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  whkh  shall  be  conducted  by 
ay  Ageiit  smd  an  assistant,  ohcisen  fioom  among  the  travelling 
preachers,  who  shall  manage  the  business  in  the  western 
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coimtvj  80  ts  to  co-operate  with  the  Agents  qt  New* 
Yofk ;  and  who,  by  Virtue  of  their  appointment,  shall  be 
members  of  the  Ohio  Conference,  to  which,  in  theinterral 
of  the  General  Conference,  they  shall  be  responsiUe  for 
their  conduct  in  office. 

iMr  yowHs.  « 1 1 .  They  shall  have  authority  to  publish  any  book  or 
tract  which  has  been  previously  published  by  the  Agents 
at  JieW'York,  when  in  their  judgment,  and  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Book  Committee,  the  demand  for  such  pnbU- 
cation  will  justify,  and  the  interest  of  the  Church  require 
it ;  provided  they  shall  not  reprint  our  large  works,  such 
as  the  Commentaries,  Quarto  BiUe,  Wesle^s  and  Fletch- 
er's Works,  or  any  other  work  containing^^more  than  seven 
hundred  pages.  ^ 

"  12.  They  shall  publish  such  books  and  tracts  as  are 
recommended  to  them  for  publication  by  the  General 
Conference ;  and  they  may  publish  any  new  work  which 
shall  be  approved  by  the  £ditors,  and  recoomiended  by 
the  Book  Committee  tX  Cincinnati,  or  by  an  Annual  Con- 
ference. 

Bdtton  It  On-  ''13.  There  shall  be  an  Editor  and  an  assistant,  who 
shaU  have  charge  of  the  Western  Christian  Advocate,  and 
all  the  editorial  business  of  the  establishment,  except 
what  bel<wgs  to  the  German  department;  and  who,  if 
chosen  from  among  the  travelling  preachers,  shall,  by  virtue 
of  their  appointment,  be  members  of  the  Ohio  Conference^ 
to  which,  in  the  interval  of  the  General  Conference,  they 
shall  be  responsible  for  their  conduct  in  office. 
Bdttor.  "  14.  There  shall  be  an  Editcnr  of  the  general  depart- 
ment, who  shall  have  charge  of  the  Christian  Apologist, 
and  perform  all  the  editorial  duties  necessary  in  the  print- 
ing of  such  books  and  tracta  as  may  be  recommended  to  the 
Agents,  as  above,  for  publication  in  the  German  language. 

jmlidictioD  o/       ''15.  The  Ohio  Annual  Conference  shall  exercise  the 
^^  C2oik-  gm2^^  jurisdiction  over  said  Agents  and  Editors  that  the 
New-York  Conference  does  over  the  Agents  and  Editors 
at  New-Yoik. 

"  16.  In  case  of  death,  resignation,  or  removal  of  any 
of:  said  Agents  or  Editors,  the  Ohio  Conference  shall 
have  authority  to  a{^int  a  suceessor  until  the  ensuing 
General  Confefence. 

"  17.  All  books  or  printed  sheets  oi^ered  by  the 
Agents  of  this  Concern  from  New- York  shall  be  charged 
at  cost  prices. 

"  18.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Agents  to  report  the  state 
of  the  western  division  of  the  Book  Concern  to  all  the 
•  Annual  Conferences  yesirly,  a!nd  to  inform  the  respective 
Conferences  of  any  within  their  bounds  who  fail  to  make 
payment*  that  measures  may  be  taken  to  seewre  or  coUed 
suflhdebta.. ,  . 
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«  19.  And  tKe  Book  Committee  of  thia  departmeotof  the  ^  J^ggJ; 
Book  Concern  shall  consist  of  nine  members,  including  natii,  . 
the  Editors,  to  be  chosen  annua^Ily  by  the  Qhio  Con- 
ference, whose  powers  and  duties  in  reference  to  this 
establishment  shall  be  the  same  as  those  of  the 'Book 
Comniittee  st  New- York  in  relation  to  the  Concern 
there. 

*'  20.  The  Agents  of  this  establishment  shall  remit  to  luiBtttaBcef  $« 
the  Agents  at  New- York,  during  the  current  year,  as    ^•^"''®'^ 
largely  and  frequently  as  their  funds  will  allow,  and  to  the 
full  amount  of  stock  furnished,  if  practicable.    They  shall  ^ 

also  remit^  any  surplus  funds  that  may  be  iii  their  hands 
after  defraying  the  expense  of  conducting  their  business, 
which  shall  be  added  to  the  profits  of  the  Concern  at  New- 
York,  and  appropriated  to  the  same  purposes. 

*^Your  committee  have  also  had  under  consideratioQ  Atniiioiitytodto- 
the  subject  of  the  vacant  lots  and  land  belonging  to  the    K?^7**^*"*i 
Book  Concern  at  Cincinnati ;  and  beg  leave  to  offer  the        ' 
following  resolution :  ' 

'^  21 .  Resolved,  That  the  Agents  and  Book  Committee  at 
Cincinnati  be  authorized  and  instructed  to  sell  the  unim- 
proved lots  in  Cincinnati,  and  the  land  in  Ohio,  so  soon    , 
as  deemed  best;  or  lease  them,  if  bought  most  proper,  so 
as  to  make  them  productive. 

'*  Your  committee  recommend  a  change  in  the  Disci-  Amendmnit  of 
pline  on  page  180,  section  8,  part  2,  para^aph  3,  and  in    ^****"°* 
order  thereto  offer  the  folio wiag  resolution : 

'*22.  Resolved,  That  the  words  'mho  shaU  act  as  ehitf 
derlC  be  stricken  out. 

"  Your  committee  have  had  their  attention  drawn  to  the  "^^Si^^ 
subject  of  the  time  of  the  publication  of  the  Minutes,  and    ^ 
beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  resolution  : 

"  23.  Resolved,  That  the  Agents  be  directed  hereafter 
to  publish  the  Minutes  immediately  after  the  close  of  the 
New- York  Conference. 

"Respectfully  submitted, 

"M.  Richardson,  ChairmanJ^ 

On  motion  of  W.  Capers,  Conference  resolved  to  pro- 
ceed immediately  to  elect  its  officers  for  the  ensuing  four 
years. 

Nathan  Bangs  was  elected   Resident  Corresponding  ^^f^**^  gjfjf;; 
Secretary  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist    twy!^ 
Episcopal  Church. 

Thomas  Mason  was  elected  principal  Book  Agent  at  AjP**" "^NgJ^ 
New- York,  and  George  Lane  assistant  Agent.  dmuu. 

John  r;  Wright  was  elected  principal  Book  Agen^  at 
<pincinnati,  and  Leroy  Swor^nstedt  assistant  Agent. 

George  Peck  Was  elected  Editor  of  the  Quarterly  Re-  BfitorQnMter- 
new,  general  books,  and  tracts.  y  e  6w 
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'  Dr.  Thomas  £.  Bond  was  elected  principal  Editor  of 
the  Christiaik  Adrocate  and  Journal,  Yoath^s  Magazine,  and 
Sunday-school  books,  and  George  Coles  assistant  Editor. 

Charles  Elliott  was  elected  nrincipa!  Editor  of  the 
Mf'estem  Christian  Advocate,  and  the  publications  of  tho 
Western  Book  Concern  at  Cincinnati,  except  the  German 
publications,  and  Leonidas  L.  Hamline  assistant  Editor. 

William  Nast  was  elected  Editor  of  the  Christian  Apol- 
ogist, and  the  German  publications  of  the  Book  Concern 
ai  Cincinnati. 

Charles  A.*  Davis  was  elected  Editor  of  the  South* 
Western  Christian  Advocate,  at  Nashville. 

William  M.  Wightman  was  elected  EdiUn:  of  the 
Southern  Christian  Advocate,  at  Charleston. 

Leroy  M.  Lee  was  elected  Editor  of  the  Richmond 
Christian  Advocate,  at  Richmond. 

Conference  proceeded  to  elect  the  place  of  its  next 
session  in  1844,  and  New- York  was  chosen  by  a  major- 
ity of  votes. 

Moses  Hill  had  leave  of  absence  during  the  remainder, 
of  the  session  of  this  Conference. 
^  Daniel  B.  Randall  asked  leave  of  absence,  but  it  was 
not  granted. 

Conference  adjourned  to  meet  at  three  o'clock^  P.  M. 
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WEDNESDAY  AFTERNOON,  JUNE  3. 

Conference  met  at  three  o'clock,  Bishc^  H)9dding  in 
the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  the  usual  exercises  by 
brother  Chandler. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Itinerancy,  in  part» 
was  taken  up  and  acted  upon,  as  the  unfinished  btoiness 
of  last  night. 

The^r^^  resolution  in  the  report,  which  had  been  lost, 
was  on  motion  reconsidered,  and  W.  A.  Smith's  substitute, 
which  had  been  cut  off  by  the  previous  question,  was 
again  offered  by  J.  A.  CoHins.  On  motion  of  N.  Bangs, 
this  substitute  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  followii^g, 
on  motion  of  W.  A.  Smith,  is  to  be  inserted  in  the  Dis- 
cipline, the  first  by  a  vote  of  ninety-eight  to  five,  and  the 
second  by  a  decided  majority. 

"  Reserved, } .  That  in  the  Discipline,  page  27,  after  the 
6th  answer  to  question  3,  be  added  as  follows :— r 
.  ^  *  Ans.  7.  To  decide  all  questions  d*  law  in  an  Annual 
Conference,  subject  to  an  appeal  to  the  General  Confer- 
ence >  but  in  all  cases  the  application  of  law  sludl  be  with 
the  Conference.' 

"Resolved,  2.  That  the  Discipline,  page  30,  be  so 
amended  as  to  read,  after  the  7th  answer  to  question  2, 
'  and  decide  all  questions  of  law  in  a'  Quarterly  Meeting 


C^ietent^,  si^cl  td  ati  ajupetil  t^  die  I^eMd«tit  6f  t6e  Bcportof  Com. 
^next  Anauftl  Cohfewnce  ;  but  in  all  eitoeft  th«  ai^cHtiMi:  ««'^*«»«^- 
of  law  shall  be  with  th©  Conference.' " 

The  ir^coni  resolution  <tf  the  report  was  ttlkto'up.  0. 
Sdoti  moved  to  'atnend  it  by  insi6rting,  nMt  the  wdrA- 
*♦  President,"  <*  or  C<mferenc*f .**  Lost  Oh  tndtioii  of  N. 
Banffs,  this  resoltition  was  laid  Oft  the  table. 

The  <Aml  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  fourth  was  amended  by  inserting  "if,'*  betweeia 
"that"  arid  "an,^  in  the  proviso.  The  refitolntioii  ^' 
amended  was  adopted. 

On  a  motion  to  adopt  the  report  entire,  O.  Scott  moved 
a  fuin^er  amendment,  which  prevailed,  (See  Report;)  and 
the  whole  report  as  amended  was  adopted,  as  followei  >^  > 

'*The  Committeeon  Itinerancy  beg  leave  to  report  in  part,  R^poit^  ^  n 

**  That  they  have  had  wider  consideration  the  memori'*-  ^'^  ^"^ 

als  referred  to  them,  recommending  an  increase  in  the 
allowance  of  travelling  preachers,  and  are  of  opinion  that 
it  is  not  expedient  to  sdter  the  existing  provision  of  th<9 
Discipline  on  that  subject. 

**  The  committee  have  also  considered  that  pji^t  of  the ' 
Bishops*  Address  which  was  referred  to  them,  and,  as  the 
resrah  of  their  deliberations,  report  the  following  resold-' 
tions: 

"  1.  (Superseded  hf  W.  A.  Smith's  substitnte.)  • 

♦«  2.  (Laid  on  the  tfeble.) 

"  3.  The  President  of  an  Annual  or  a  Quarterly  Meetiii^ 
Conference  has  the  right  to  decline  putting  the  question 
on  a  motion,  resolution,  or  report,  when,  in  his  judgment, 
such  motion,  resolution,  or  report,  does  not  relate  to  the 
proper  business  of  a  Conference ;  provided,  that  in  all 
such  oases  the  President,  on  being  required  by  the  Con- 
ference to  do  so,  shall  have  inserted  in  the  journals  of  the 
Conference  his  refusal  to  put  the  question  on  such  motion, 
resolution,  or  report,  with  his  rea&ion  for  so  refusing ;  and  .^,^ 
provided,  that  when  an  Annual  Conference  shall  differ  * 

from  the  President  on  a  ques^oa  of  law,  they" shaU  have' 
a;  right  to  record  their  dissent  on  the  journal^,  provided' 
there  shall  be  no  discussion  on  the  subject. 

'**  4.   That  the  President  of  an  Annual  or  a  QiHtrtetiy 
Meeting  Conference  has  the  right  to  adjourn  the  Confer- 
ence over  which  he  presides  when,  in  his  judgment,  all' 
the  business  prescribed  by  the  Discipline  to  such  Con-' 
fe^ence  shdl  have  been  transacted ;  provided;  that  if  an 
exception  be  taken  by  the  Conference  to  his  so  adjourning^ 
ilj'the  exception  shall  be  entered  upon  the  journals^? 
siieh  Conference. 

"  All  which  is  tespectftilly  submitted, 

"  W.  WiNANs,  Chttirmim, 

*«J5a/<w«ofc,J*fciy28i  1840.*  ' 
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The  report  of  ibe  Coisinittee  on  Sa{»rannaated  and 
Spperauraerary  Pre^clien  was  called  up  and  ad<^ted, 
namely : — 

**  The  committee  to  whom.waa  referred  the  proposkiion 
to  change  the  responsibility  of  superannuated  preachers 
residing  without  the  bounds  of  the  Annual  Conference  in 
which  they  may  bold  their  membership,  report  as  follows : 

*'Chap.  1,  sec.  18,  ans.  to  quest.  1,  page  63,  of  Dis- 
cipline, strike  out  the  remaining  part  of  said  answer,  after 
the  word  *  member,'  and  insert  the  following :  *  He  shall 
be  held  responsible  to  the  Annual  Conference  in  whose 
bounds  he  may  reside,  who  shall  have  power  to  try,  ac- 
quit, suspend,  locate,  or  expel  him  in  the  same  manner  as 
i£  he  were  a  member  of  said  Conference.' 

"  The  committee  beg  also  to  report  as  follows,  in  refer- 
ence to  those  supernumerary  preachers  who  refuse  to  go 
to  the  work  assigned  them : 

"Insert  the  following  after  chap.  1,  soo.  3,  quest.  8, 
page  23  of  the  Discipline:  'A. supernumerary  preacher 
who  refuses  to  attend  to  the  work  assigned  him,  unless  in 
case  of  sickness,  or  other  unavoidable  cause  or  causes, 
shall  not  be  allowed  to  exercise  the  functions  of  his  office, 
nor  even  to  preach  among  us:  nevertheless,  the  final- 
determination  of  the  case  shall  be  with  the  Annual  Con- 
ference of  which  he  may  be  a  member,  wl^  shall  have 
power  to  acquit,  suspend,  locate,  or  expel  him,  as  the  case 
may  be. 

''All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

"  RoBBRT  Paine,  Chairman, 

"Jkfoy  14, 1840." 

Conference  resolved  to  meet  again  at  eight  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  chair  called  up  the  report  on  the  mode  of  receiv- 
ing ministers  of  other  denominations.  The. resolutions, 
were  taken  up  singly. 

The  first  was  adopted.  The  s^con4  was  amended,  en 
motion  of  J.  Holdich,  by  inserting  the  words  ''  without 
reimposition  of  hands."  W.  Winans  moved  further  to 
amend  by  inserting  after  "  received,"  the  words  "on  trial," 
N.  Bangs  moved  as  a  substitute  for  W.  Winans'  amendipeBt, 
to  insert  the  words  "  acccHrding  to  our  usages."  This  pre^ 
vailed.  H.  $licer  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  "evanr 
geliqal."  Lost.  The  second  item  as  amended  was  adop^ 
ed.  .  The  form  of  certificate  appended  to  the  above  itesa 
was  adopted. 

The  third  item  was  also  adopted.  The  fourth  item  was 
amended  by  striking  out  "  and,"  and  inserting  "or.**  -  L» 
Pierce  moved  a  substitute  for  this  item. 

WJbile  the  substitute  was  under  discussion,  Conference 
adjourned,  to  meet  at  eight  o'dock>  to-n\giit. 


WEBflESDAY  EVENING,  TONE  3. 

Conferencd  met  at  tight  o'clock,  puniiaiit  to  uAyma^r 
m^at,  Bisliq)  Morria  ia  the  chair,  aiid  waa  opened  wilh< 
reading  the  woid  of  God,  singing,  and  prayer,  by  bxothMt 
Mason* 

Conference  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  irepovt  ol. 
the  oommittee  with  respect  to  the  &ode  of  , receiving 
preachers  of  other  denominations ;  4hat  part  of  said  report 
which  relates  to  the  mode  of  receiving  meknbers  fKom. 
other  Churches,  who  may  wish  to  unite,  with  us,  being 
lu&der  consideration  at.  the  time  of  the  last  adjournment* 

J.  A.  Gece  moved  to  lay  the  whole  matter  on  the  taUe. 
Lost. 

J.  S.  Porter  moved  the  previous  question,  which  was 
seconded,  put,  and  carried. 

The  question,  being  taken  on  L.  Pierce's  substitute  for 
the  fourth  resolution  of  the<  committee,  then  before  the 
Conference,  it  was  adopted.  .    j 

The  report,  as  amended  and  adopted,  reads  as  follows : — 

"  The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  mode  of  re-  »2«t*it*>f»- 
ceiving  ministehrs  of  other  denominations  into  the  ministry 
of  the  M.  E.  Church  b^g  leave  to  report : 

<*  That  they  have  had  the  subject  under  careful  con-'  <^  "•**52£' 
sideration,  and,  though  they  &id  it  encumbered  with  many    ^^^d^SS^ 
difficulties,  have  come  to  the  conclusion  to  report  the  folr    ^^»»^  -.^  .  >/ 
lowing,  to  be  inserted  after  section  7,  chi^tec  31,  page  ^ 
33  of  the  Discipline,  namely : 

'*  Quest.  1.  In  what  inanner  shall  we  receive  those, 
raimsters  who  may  come  to  us  from  the  Wesleyaa  con*.: 
nection  in  Europe  or  Canada  ? 

^*Ans.  If  they  coma  to  w  propeiiy  accredited  from 
either  the  British,  Irish,  or  Canada  C<mference,  they  may  < 
be  received  according,  to  such  credentials,  provided  thev 
give  satisfaction  to  an  Annual  Conference  of  their  wilb-. 
ingness  to  conform  to  oui  Church  government  and  usages* 

'*  Que^,  2,  How  ahail  we  receive  those  ministerB  who' 
may  offer  to  unite  with  us  from  other  Christian  Churches  ? 

*^'Ans.  Those  ministers  of  other  evangelical  Churches, 
wlo  may  desire  to  unite  with  our  Church,  whether  as,  lo» 
.  cal  a  itinerant,  may  be  received  according  to  our  usages^ 
on  condition  of  their  taking  upon  them  our  ordination 
vows,  without  the  reimpositiQa  of  hands^  giving  satislhG^.  * 

tion  to  an  Annual  Conference  of  their  being  in  orders,  and 
of  thenr  agreement  with  us  in  doctrine,  discipline,  govern- 
ment, and  usages ;  provided  the  Conference  is  also  satis*;.  ., 
fied  of  their  ^ts^  grace,  and  usefulness.     Whenever  ai^  ^ 
such  nunister  is  received,  he  shall  be  furnished  with  a 
certificate,  signed  by  one  of  our  Biahc^s,  in  the  following. : 
wofds».naii|e^^  -               ,:             ^.  v   :     •         •  :j  ^- 


ModA^MMh^      '*  This  kloeeitify  that  hM  bcmt  luteittad  into 

taig  ntadrtMB  Conference  as  a  travelling  preacher,  [or  has 

b#in  admitted  as  a  local  pteachar  on  circiiit  J  he 

hktmg  been  ordained  to  the  office  of  a  Deaco»,(oran  £ft* 
dWy  astbe  case  ma^  be,)  aooordiag  to  the  usages  of-  th» 
Church,  of  which  he  has  been  a  member  asd 
.  nliiiiBter;  aad  he  is  herebf  authorised  to  exercise  the 
fanctions  pertaining  to  his  offloe  in  the  Methodist  Episoo* 
j^  Church,  so  long  as  his  lifo  8»d  conversation  ase  stteh 
aistecome  the  Gospel  of  Christ. 

*<  Given  under  mjr  hand  sod  seal,  at  this 

day  of  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 

''  Quut.  3.  How  shall  we  receive  preachevs*  of  other 
denominations  who  are  not  in  orders  ? 

**Ans.  They  may  be  received  as  licentiates,  provided 
they  give  satisfaction  to  a  Quarterly  or  an  Annual  Oon^ 
ference,  that  they  are  suitable  persons  to  exercise  ihe 
office,  and  of  their  agreement  with  Uie  doetiines,  disoK 
pline,  government,  and  usages  of  our  Chnck 
**  All  which  is  respeeSilly  sdlmiittad, 

«  P.  P.  Sandforp,  ChairmimJ^ 
**  They  also  report  the  following,  respecting  receiving 
'members  from  other  denominations,  namely : 
iMri<dPMeeitw      **  RcBolved,  That  the  Discipline  be  so  amended  on 
.fr&iSS^  P^^  S^*  »  answer  1  to  question  3,  as  to  read  thna:  'aad 
aominaidmit.     shall,  on  examinatioa  by  the  minister  in  charge,  befose 
the  Gharch,  eive  satisfactory  assurances  both  of  the  ceiu 
rectness  of  meir  faith,  and  their  willingness  to  observe 
aftd  keep  the  rules  of  the  Church.    Nevertheless,  if  a 
member  in  good  standing  in  any  other  oithodox  Chwdi 
shall  desire  to  unite  with  us,  such  applicant  may,  by 
ginng  satisfactory  answers  to  the  usual  inquiries,  be  re^ 
ceived  at  once  into  full  fellowship.' " 

The  chair  presented  the  following  resolutions^  whick 
had  been  placed  in  his  hands  by  X  F.  Wright,  whidi 
wave  read,  4iad  on  motion  adopted,  as  follows:—^ 
The  AJtarighta.      •  **  Whereas,  many  distinguished  individnals  of  the  Bvan- 
gelicai  Association,  frequently  called  ^Albnghita,'  haver 
maaiifested  a  disposition  to  cukivate  a  friendly  intereourse 
widi  the  M.  B.  Churcli,  and  have  taken  a  deep  interest 
in,  and  given  much  encouragement  to,  the  plans  we  have* 
adopted  and  the  efibrts  we  have  made  to  benefit  the  mul^ 
titudes  of  Gevman  emigranis  settling' in  this  conntry; 
thewfere) 
iMbMttet  to  be      ^  Resolved,  That  a  deiegation  of  three  be  ^lgmabeA  at> 
olSgSi  o£  this  Conference,  by  the  Superintendents,  to  attend  their 
G^nerri  Conference  in  May  n^xt,  and  oowey  to  themoinr 
Ciudstian  sahitations  abd  sino^re  frieodskipv    And  also- 
that  they  be  aiuthori^  to  oonfer  with  that  body  in  refpud- 
to  the  prospect  of  extending  among  them  oat  petiodiOaiBr 
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.inid  ethet  pobUcatioBs  ia  the  Gontvi  Uagoage ;  mad  on 
.any-  other  tafaiject  which  coaoems.  the  great  intevFeela  of 
the  amigrBiits  or  natire  Grezmaaa  of  oar.  coofttxy." 

N.  Bangs  offned  the  foUawipg  veaohitian,  whieh  was 
Dead  and  adopted  :-^ 

«  ResolFod,  Thiat  qie  Book  Agents^in  ccmffideraticmof  ^^x"S^ 
.the,e9(tra expeaseto  which  brotl^ Luckey has,beei», and    mca   to  Dr. 
9ifiy  hereafter,  be  snbjeoted  in.  eonseqnenee  of  the  late    ^*°'^' 
decision  of  the  General  Conference  in  the  editorial  depart- 
ment at  N.ew-York,  be  instructed  to  pay  to  him  (brother 
Luckey)  one  month's  extra  altowanee ;  the  amount  to  be 
in  proportion  to  his  salary." 

J.  S*  Tomlinson  offered  the  following  zesolution,  which 
was  read  and  adopted : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  S.  A.  Roszel,  the  reporter  Pij  or  Uftt^ 
for  this  body  during  its  present  session,  has  performed  his    "' 
duties  with  faithfulness  and  ability ;  and  that  as  a  com- 
pensation for  his  services  he  be,  and  hereby  is  authoriaed 
to  draw  upon  the  Book  Agents  at  New-York  for  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  dollars." 

H.  6.  Leigh  offered  the  following  preamble  and  reso- 
lution, which  was  read  and  adopted  :< — 

"Whereas,  William  Holland,  deceased,  of  the  sjtate  Ijg^gjpfag 
of  North  Carolina,  and  county  of  Wake,  has  by  will^  daled  SSSSt 
January,  1807,  bequeathed  to  the  M.  E.  Church  an  amoynt 
of  bank  stock ;  and  whereas,  William  Peck,  the  only  j|ur- 
vivins;  executor,  is  willing  to  pay  over  to  the  Church  i^e 
said  bank  stock,  provided  he  can  be  ipd^mnifi^d;  apud 
whereas,  the  said  William  Peck  has  filed  a  bUl  in  f)^^it▼ 
calling  on  the  claimants  to  come  forward  and  est^blj^sn 
their  claims  to  said  bank  stock;  and  whereas, jt  is,  t^e 
opinion  of  this  General  Conference  that  it  w^s  the.i^tfn- 
tion  of  said  Holland  to  give  and  commit  the  m^o^g^^nt 
of  the  said  bank  stock  to  the  Conference  in  which  ih^  Ifljfii 
at  the  tin^e  of  makipg  his  last  will,  apd  testsMpent^  aiod 
whereas  the  North  Carolina  Conference  of, Ae^.Mv/^* 
Church  embraces  that  secdoi^  of  country^  therefore 

''Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the.  several  Awqiipsl 
'Conferences  in  General  Conference  assembled,  Tha^lfae 
North  Carolina  Annual  Conference  of  the  M.  Ei  Cbf^h 
be,  and  they  hereby  are  authorized  and  empowerM.to 
receive  apd  take  the  said  bank  stock  from  the  said  WOliam 
l^eck,  and  use  to  their  own  benefit  and  b^h^f  fis  i\|<may 
seem  best  in  their  godly  wisdom." 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Sabbath  Schools;  was  BagwtrfCkwt^ 
taken  up,  read,  amended,  and  adopted ;. and  reads  ^\(pl'  JJ^^*'"  ^ 
lows:— 

*^The  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  ^  XMl^rs 
fcilating  to  Sabbath  Schools,  beg  leave  to  r^sport  ^e^^w- 
ing  for  adoption :  .     ^..  ,  ,  ^.; 
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'ISSSi  M^  ••  1 .  Resolved,  That  the  Aseociliition  recently  fomied  ia 
bftth8<£odiB.  the  city  of  New- York,  vtA  denominiited,  'The'SttBtday 
School  Union  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,'  mnd 
which  asks  to  be  recognized  as  such  by  this  General  Con-' 
ference,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  recognized  under  the 
following  constitution.    (See  Appendir,  Document  G.) 

'*2.  Resolved,  That  the  following  be  substituted  in 
place  of  section  19,  of  chapter  1,  part  1  of  ihe  Discipline, 
page  68,  entitled, 

''Of  the  Insmtctwn  of  CWdren. 

"  Quest,  What  shall  we  do  tor  the  rising  generation'^ 
''Answ.  1.  Let  Sunday  schools  be  formed  in  all  out  con- 
gregations where  ten  children  can  be  collected  for  that 
purpose.    And  it  shall  be  the  special  duty  of  preacheis 
having  charge  of  circuits  and  stations,  with  the  aid  of 
j  the  otner  preachers,  to  see  that  this  be  done;  to  engage 
the  co-operation  of  as  matiy  of  our  members  as  they  can ; 
to  visit  the  schools  as.  often  as  practicable ;  to  preach  on 
the  subject  of  Sunday- schools  and  religious  instruction  in 
each  congregation  at  least  once  in  six  months ;   to  lay 
before  the  Quarterly  Conference  at  each  quarterly  meeting, 
,^ .)  ..  %  to  be  entered  on  its  journal,  a  written  statement  of  the 

number  and  state  of  the   Sunday  schools  within  their 
respective  circuits  and  stations,  and  to  make  a  report  of 
the  same  to  their  several  Annual  Conferences.   £ach  Quar- 
,  terly  Conference  shall  be  deemed  a  Board  of  Managers, 
'  having  supervision  of  all  the  Sunday  schools  and  Sunday- 
;  school  societies  within  its  limits,  and  shall  be  auxiliary 
'  to  the  Sunday-School  Union  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church ;  and  each  Annual  Conference  shall  report  to  said 
Union  the  number  of  auxiliaries  within  its  bounds,  together 
.  with  other  facts  presented  in  the  annual  reports  of  the 
p  preachers  as  above  directed. 

^2.  It  is  recommended  that  each  Annual.  Conference, 
-where  the  jgeneral  state  of  the  work  will  allpw,  request 
the  appointment  of  a  special  agent,  to  travel  throughout  its 
''  bounds,  for  the  purpose   of  promoting  the  interests  of 
'"  Sunday-schools ;  and  his  expenses  shall  be  paid  out  of 
edllections  which  he  shall  be  directed  to  make,  or  other- 
* '  wise,  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  Conference. 
'      *^  3.  Let  our  tpatechisms  be  used  as  extensively  as  pps-* 
'  sible,  both  in  our  Sunday  schools  and  families ;  and  let 
the  preachers  faithfully  enforce  upon  parents  and  Sunday- 
school  teachers  the  great  importance  of  instructing  chil- 
'     '         '     '  dren  in  the  doctrines  and  duties  of  our  holy  religion. 

"  4. .  It  fdiall  be  the  special  duty  of  the  preachers  to  form 

"'  Bible  classes  wherever  fhey  can,  for  the  instruction  of  larger 

6Mdren  and  youth ;  and  where  they  cannot  superintend 

them  personally,  to  appoint  suitable  leaders  ifor  that  purpose. 
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f  **5.  It  shall  b6  the  duty  of  every  preacher  of  &  circuit  or  *3gi*^%!! 
Btatioa  to  obtain  the  names  of  the  children  belonging  to  in  — 
his  congregations,  and  leave  a  list  of  such  names  for  his 
successor ;  and  in  his  pastoral  visits  he  shaU  pay  special 
attention  to  the  children,  speak  to  them  personally,  and 
kindly,  on  experimental  and  practical  godliness,  according 
to  their  capacity,  pray  earnestly  for  them,  and  diligenfly 
instruct  and  exhort  all  parents  to  dedicate  their  children 
to  the  Lord  in  baptism  as  early  as  convenient ;  and  let  all 
baptized  children  be  faithfully  instructed  in  the  nature, 
design,  privileges,  and  obligations  of  their  baptism.  Those 
of  them  who  are  well  disposed  may  be  admitted  to  our 
class  meetings  and  love-feasts,  and  such  as  are  truly  seri- 
ous, and  manifest  a  desire  to  flee  the  wrath  to  come,  shall 
be  advised  to  join  society  as  probationers. 

"  3.  Resolved,  That  answer  6,  to  question  2!,  Of  sectibn 
5,  of  chapter  1,  part  1,  of  the  Discipline,  page  30,  be  so 
amended  as  to  add  at  the  close  the  words,  'and  carefully 
to  inquire,  at  each  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference,  whether 
the  rules  respecting  the  instruction  of  children  have  been 
faithfully  observed.' 

"  4.  Resolved,  That  answer  16  to  question  1,  of  sec- 
tion 9,  chapter  1,  part  1,  of  the  Discipline, ^age  41,  be  so 
amended  as  to  read,  *  To  lay  before  the  Quarterly  Oonfer- 
eixce  at  each  quarterly  meeting,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  be 
entered  on  its  journal,^  &c. 

**  All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

"  P.  Reed,  ChairfMn/* 


*  On  motion  of  P.  Akers,  Conference  resolved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  it  refused  to  elect  two  additional 
Corresponding  Secretaries  of  the  Missionary  Society. 

On  motion  of  J.  A.  Collins,  Conference  resolved*  to 
change  the  title  or  appellation  of  t}ie  Secretaries,  from  that 
of  "  Resident  and  Corresponding  Siecretaries,*' to  that  of 
"  General  Secretaries  ;"  the  same  title  to  be  applied  to  the 
Secretary  in  New- York,  so  as  to  read  throughout,  ''three 
Greneral  Secfetaries  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  M. 
E.  Church."  The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Missions, 
recommending  an  addition  of  two  in  the  Missionary  Sec- 
retaryship, was  then  adopted. 

Conference  proceeded  to  the  election  of  General  Sec- 
retary for  the  southern  division,  when  William  Capers 
was  duly  elected. 

Edward  R.  Ames  was  elected  for  th^  western  division, 

J.  Holdich  offered  the  following  preamble  and  resolu-^ 
tion,  which  were  read,  and  adopted : — 

'*  Whereas,  it  is  understood  that  certain  moneys  have 
been  collected  or  subscribed  pu  account. of  the  centenary, 
to  be  devoted  to  missioxiary  purposes,  tehich'  moneys  are 
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held  subject  to  the  direction  of  this  Geneml  C^afereotee, 
therefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  all  moneys  collected  or  that  may  be 
collected  as  aforesaid,  are  hereby  directed  to  be  paid  into 
the  hands  of  the  General  Treasurer  of  .the  Missionaiy 
Siociety  of  the  M.  E.  Church." 
Bmfer8tsti<ni-       On  motion  it  was  resolved,  that  the  Book  Agents  of 
^*  New- York  pay  to  Armstrong  <&  Berry  the  sum  of  $64  25, 

.  being  the  amount  of  their  bill  against  the  Conference  ^r 
stationary  and  printing.    Said  Agents  were  also  directed, 
AqMBtof  MX-  Y^y  pnai^mous  vote  of  Conference,  to  pay  to  the  sexton  of 
the  church  used  as  a  Conference  room  the  sum  of  •  $50, 
.,for  his  services  during  the  session. 
iMBbjMnta        The  resolution  heretofore  offered  by  P.  P.  Sandford,  with 
to  piMufmfl-  respect  to  preachers  appointed  to  [labour  for  persons  in] 
u?the  jEbS-  P**^l^^  prisons,  military  posts,  and  seamen's  bethels,,  was 
few  BiUe  so^  taken  up.    N.  Levings  moved  to  amend,  by  adding,  "  and 
SF'to*  t5^  the  American  Bible  Society."    Adopted.    H.  Slicer  pro- 
posed fur^er  to  amend,  by  adding  *'  American  and  State 
Tempe^rance  Societies."    This  was  laid  on  the  table; 
and  die  resolution  as  amended  was  adopted,  as  follows:— 
"^Beso)ved,  That  answer  2  to  question  3,  Section  4, 
.chapter  1,  of  the  Discipline,  page  26^  be  amended  by 
iui^ingy  after  the  word  seamen,  *  of  prisoners  in  public 
3,  f^sqj^s,  military  posts,  and  the^ Ameripan  B|ble  Sociaty/  ^ 
J.  T.  Mitchell  offered  the  fdlo wing. resolution,  which 
was  read,  and,  i^nanimously  adopted  by  a  vising  vote : — 
■-    '  *'  1.  B(0^1ved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual 
^*^^^'  Conferences,  in  General  Conference  assembled,  That  the 

.most  cordial  thanksMof  the.  members  of  this  body  are^dne, 
.  and  are  thereby  tendered  to  the  citizens  of  Baltimore,  |or 
their  hospitality  and  Christian  friendship,  in  entertaini|ig 
.the  m^Dfibers  of  thq  Conference  during,  the  present  pro- 
.  .,  ,     ,  QBjcted  session. 
'  ''Resolved,  That  the  above  resolution  be  read  by  the 

,  pleaders  sta^Q^ed  in  the  city  of  Bslii^iMNre,  in  their  several 
r   "  palpito." 

J^  Holdich  ojOTered  the  following  resolution,  w^ch  was 
^  Ic^vAf  f^^^  unanimously  adopted : — 
Hot  we  of  "Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  General  Conle;rence 

^"'^  be  hereby  tendered  to  the  trustees  and  congreg^tion^f 

,    .  .the  (Wesley  ph,apel,  for  the.  .use  of  their  dt^urch,  s^nd  for 
^^th^kii^d  attention,  which  tl^ey  hi^T^,  paid  to  the  coQi^^ 
the  members." 
7^.  %<vglS^     i  >Biilhpp  Sonle  pominaled  T.  B.  Ssrgent  as  his  t];&velling 
*8o£wiS-.  ftQmps^ipn.oQ  his  visit,  to  En^nd;   which  nomiiiation 
.'knd.  was  unanimously  coofirmpd  by  a  rising  vote. 

J.  Holdich  ofiiered  the  foUoiiv:ing  resolution,. which  was 
upfmin^Qusly  adwted : — 
:  ''Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of.this  Genc^  Copier- 
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^MBce  be  hereby  tendered  to  &e  Secretary  and  assistant 
Secretaries,  for  the  faithfcd,  unweaned,  and  satisfactory 
manner  in  which  they  have  discharged  their  arduous 
duties,  during  the  protracted  and  laborious  session  of  this 
body." 

The  chair  introduced  the  following  resolution,  which 
\pas,  on  motion,  laid  on  the  table,  namely :  ^  Resolred, 
That  the  words  * -twenty-one,'  in  the  first  answer  to  qnes- 
tion  2,  section  3,  of  the  Discipline,  be  stricken  out,  and 
the  words  '  twenty-eight*  inserted  in  their  place." 

N.  Bangs  mored  that  a  committee  of  Uiree  be  appointed 
to  superintend  the  publication  of  the  Discipline,  as  revised 
and  amended ;  which  motion  prevailed. 

The  President  announced  ue  following  commissioners 
ordered  to  be  appointed,  in  accordance  with  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee  on  Education :  J.  S.  Tomiinson, 
H.  B.  Bascom,  I.  A.  Few,  J.  P.  Durbin,  E.  W.  Sehon, 
J.  Early,  N.  Bangs. 

B.  M.  Drake  offered  the  following  resolution,  which, 
on  motion,  was  laid  on  the  table :— '*  Resolved,  That  the 
necessary  travelling  expenses  of  the  comnuissioners 
ordered  by  this  Conference,  to  negotiate  in  reference  to 
receiving  a  University,  be  paid  by  the  Book  Concern." 

After  various  motions  and  amendments  on  the  same 
aubject  had  failed,  J.  Dodge  offered  the  following,  which 
was  adopted : — 

*'  Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  present  their  bill 
.of  travelling  expenses  to  the  next  General  Conference  for 
settlement" 

The  chair  announced  the  delegates  to  the  Conference 
of  Albrights,  namely :  John  F.  Wright,  W.  Callender,  W. 
Nast.  • 

Also  the  committee  to  revise  the  new  edition  of  the 
Discij^ine,  namely:  Daniel  Qstrander,  Nathan  Bangs, 
Samuel  Luckey. 

H.  B.  Bascom,  chairman  of  th6  Copimitteeon  the 
tion  from  Westmoreland,  Ya.,  presented  a  report^ 
was  read  and  adopted.     (See  Appendix,  Document  H.) 

On  motion  of  J.  A.  Collins,  the  Conference  ordered  the 
memorialists  to  be  furnished  with  a  copy ;  and  also,  on 
motion  of  E.  W.  Stickney,  its  publication  in  the  Chrb- 
tian  Advocate  and  Journal. 

Copies  of  the  resolution  on  the  bequest  of  W.  Holland 
were  ordered  to  be  given  to  the  delegates  from  the  North 
Carolina  Conference  ;  and  copies  of  those  on  the  appeal 
cases  of  James  Y.  Potts,  and  James  Smith,  senr.,  to  the 
delegates  of  the  Philadelphia  Conference. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  American  Bible  B«p^  on  Aam- 
Society  was  taken  up,  and  on  motion  the  first  and  jj^.^*^  '^ 
second  resolutions  were  adopted.     S.  Luckey  proposed  a 
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substkttte  to  tbe  third  resolotioii,  and  H.  Slieer  an  i 
ment  to  ihe  aobstitttte,  botk  of  whieh,  as  also  the  naolntioii 
,   itself,  were  laid  on  the  table ;  and  the  report  as  amendad 
was  adopted.    (See  Appendh^  Document  I.) 
FkmoMdTetto^       H.  SUcer  offered  the  following  resolution,  namely: 
r^oio^of  ^  M  rpj^l  ^Y^^  foBowing  words  be  stricken  from  our  General 
ontemper'nca,  Rules^>  namely:    'Drunkenness,  or  drinking  spirituous 
liquors,  unless  in  cases  (^  necessity ;'  and  that  the  follow- 
ing be  inserted  in  place  thereof, '  Drunkenness,  buying  or 
selling  spirituous  liquors,  or  drinking  there,  vnles»  in  cases 
of  extreme  necessity/   The  question  being  taken,  seventy- 
five  voted  in  the  affirmative,  and  thiity-eight  in  the  nega- 
tive ;  so  the  motion  was  lost,  net  being  sustained  by  a 
i|<MMtitutionaI  majority* 

J.  S.  Tomlinson  was  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  reso- 
lution providing  for  the  appoiotment  of  commissioners  to 
*   treat  respecting  the  transfer  of  the  aforesaid  University  ; 
and  J.  F.  Wright  with  a  copy  of  thoser  relative  to  the 
delegation  to  the  Albright  Conference. 

On  moticm,  the  Secretary  proceeded  to  read  up  the 
journals.  Moved  to  amend,  by  inserting  seventy-six 
affirmative,  in  place  of  seventy-five,  on  the  resolution  coot- 
ceming  the  restoration  of  the  original  rule  on  temperance, 
H.  B.  Bascom  having  stated  that  he  had  risen  up  to  vote 
after  the  Secretary  had  made  his  count :  the  Jomrnal  waa 
altered  accordingly. 
Ftaiai  a^ouni-  On  motion  that  the  Conference  now  a^^oum,  Bishop 
^'^"^  .Soule  rose  and  addressed  the  body.    The  Conference  thea 

united  in  singing  and  prayer,  after  which  it  wi^umed  to 
meet  in  tbe  city  of  New-York,  May  1, 1844. 

JOSHUA  SOULS, 
SOBEBT  R.  BOBEBTS, 
ELIJAH  HEDDING, 
BEVERLY  WAUGH, 
f  THOMAS  A,  MORRIS, 

BUkop$oftkeMetkodiU£pUeopalCkm>ek^ 

John  A.  Collins,  Secretary, 

Thomas  B.  Sarobnt,  J  -    .^    ^  o      *    • 
J.  B.  HoooHTAMNO,    \A^^^^  Secretane,. 
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A.—AD&RESS  OF  THE  BISHOPS. 

To  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church : 

Dear  Brethren, — ^The  meeting  of  this  solemii  and  constitatioBil 
body,  just  at  the  opening  of  the  second  century  of  Wesleyan  Method- 
ism,  is  a  peonliarly^appropriate  occasion  for  reviewing  the  rise  and 
progress  of  that  great  and  blessed  revival  of  pure  Christianity,  which, 
.commencing  with  the  labours  of  that  eminent  man  of  God,  the  Rev. 
John  Wesley,  has,  daring  the  last  centennial  period,  spread  over  larg^ 
portions  of  our  globe,  ccmveying  the  blessings  of  the  gospel  of  salva- 
tion to  millions  of  the  human  race.  It  is  highly  proper  for  us  at  such 
a  period,  and  under  such  circumstances,  to  direct  our  careM  attention 
to  the  measures  and  means  which,  under  God,  have  been  accompanied 
with  such  auspicious  results.  It  will  appear,  it  is  presumed,  upon  such 
an  examination,  that  human  policy  has  had  less  to  do  in  the  origin, 
progress,  and  final  accompUshment  of  this  great  worit,  than  in  aay 
other  important  and  extensive  enterprise  since  the  days  of  the  Apos- 
tles. The  rise  and  progress,  and  ultimate  success  of  Methodism,  are 
marked  with  the  special  openings  and  interpositions  of  the  providence 
of  Almighty  God.  And  although  we  are  a  hundred  years  removed 
from  that  era  of  precious  memory,  when  this  great  light  first  shone 
forth  from  Oxford,  we  look  back  through  every  successive  period  of  • 
its  advancement,  deeply  impressed  with  this  sentiment,  *<  Not  unto  m, 
O  Lord,  not  unto  us,  but  unto  thy  name  give  glory  T  We  have  stood 
still  to  see  the  salvation  df  God,  or  moved  forward  as  his  providence 
iqpened  the  way. 

In  the  progress  of  this  great  work  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlaiitio, 
many  instruments  have  been  successfully  employed,  who  woald  n^ver 
have  been  engaged  in  the  enterprise  had  their  selection  depended 
merely  on  the  wisdom  of  men. 

In  England,  while  a  Wesley  and  Fletcher,  with  a  few  ktodred 
ajnrits,  were  wielding  the  mighty  artillery  of  gospel  tru^,  with  all  the 
panoply  of  various  and  profound  science  and  literature,  made  mighty 
by  the  arm  of  God  to  the  pulling  down  of  the  strong  holds  of  enor 
and  infidelity,  a  considerable  number  of  unlettered  men,  taken  from 
ordinary  oceiqpations,  and  with  no  pretensions  to  any  eztraordinary 
hmaan  qualifications,  with  such  weapons  as  the  Holy  spirit  had  wap- 
plied,  were  marching  through  the  kingdom,  attacking  the  citadel  of 
the  heart,  and  bringing  thousands  into  a  happy  allegiance  to  the  Oa^ 
t«B  of  their  salvation.  The  same  order  of  things  is  observable  horn 
the  commenoement  to  the  present  time.    It  has  pleased  GM,.Ito«i 
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*  time  to  time,  to  raise  up  men  in  different  parts  of  these  States,  who 
were  endued  with  extraordinary  intellecti^al  powers,  and  those  po^wers 
disciplined  to  sound  argument  by  a  thorough  education.  In  these  men 
the  Church  has  found  able  defenders  of  her  doctrines  and  order ;  and, 
although  some  of  them  have  fallen  asleep,  they  still  speak,  while 
others,  in  the  order  of  Providence,  have  been  raised  up  in  their  stead. 
Thus  we  have  a  host  of  the  venerable  dead  united  with  a  succession 
of  living  witnesses,  and  all  set  for  the  defence  of  the  gospel  of  Christ. 

But  had  only  such  distinguished  instruments  been  employed  in 
preaching  the  gospel  on  this  continent  siifce  the  first  Wesleyan  mis* 
sionaries  crossed  the  Atlantic,  and  commenced  their  labours  in  the 
colonies,  what,  in  all  human  probability,  would  have  been  the  state  of 
the  Church  in  these  lands  at  the  present  day  ? 

How  many  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  have  been  converted  to 
Grod  by  the  instrumentality  of  the  jNreaching  of  men  who  have  never 
explored  the  regions  of  science  and  literature,  and  who,  having  *'  fought 
their  way  through,"  are  now  resting  in  Abraham's  bosom]  And  what 
living  multitudes  bear  witness  to  the  efficiency  of  the  same  means,  by 
the  influence  of  the  ^Holy  Spirit,  in  turning  them  from  darkness  to . 
light,  and  from  the  power  of  *Satan  unto  God !  Indeed,  if  we  carefi^ 
examine  the  history  of  the  Church  from  the  days  of  the  Apostles  to 
the  present  time,  at  what  period  of  her  progress  shall  we  find  her 
amply  supplied  with  ministers  combining  in  themselves  a  profoimd 
knowledge  of  science  and  literature,  and  genuine  piety,  and  giving 
proof,  by  the  sanctity  of  their  lives  and  the  fruits  of  their  labours,  that 
they  were  truly  called  of  God  to  the  work  of  the  ministry  ? 

The  probability  is,-  that  one  chief  cause  of  the  great  deficiency  of 
evangelical  ministers  in  the  Church  of  Christ,  is  &e  neglect  of  that 
solemn  command,  "  Pray  ye  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  that  he  would 
send  forth  more  labourers." 

Our  venerable  Wesley  was  fully  convinced .  that  the  supreme  au- 
thority to  constitute  and  perpetuate  the  gospel  ministry  belonged  only 
to  the  Author  of  salvation ;  and  that  those  who  gave  the  Scriptund 
evidence  of  being  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost  to  take  upon  them  the 
work  of  the  ministry,  were  not  to  be  rejected  on  account  of  a  supposed 
deficiency  in  human  acquirements.        ^ 

This  truly  evangelical  sentiment,  so  strikingly  illustrated  in  the  his^ 
lory  of  the  last  century,  should  deeply  impress  us  on  the  present  occa- 
sion ;  and  we  should  continue  to*  adhere  to  it,  as  one  of  the  first  prin- 
ciples in  that  system  which  is  destined  to  evangelize  the  world.  Our 
blessed  Redeemer,  after  he  had  settled  the  constitution  of  his  kingdom 
among  men, — ^after  he  had  accomplished  the  work  of  human  redemp- 
tion,— aft^r  he  had  risen  from  the  dead  in  confirmation  of  his  divine 
commissioai  and  authority,  and  in  his  last  interview  with  his  disci« 
pies  just  before  his  ascension  into  heaven,-— eaid, ''  All  power  is  given 
wto  me  in  heaven  and  in  earth ;  go  ye  therefore  and  teach  all  nations.? 
AU  the  attending  drcumstanoes  conspire  to  render  this  one  of  tke 
Most  solemn  and  inqportsnt  declarations  ever  made  to  the  world.  It 
asserts  the  exclusive  authority  of  Jesus  Christ  to  select,  and  comm]»» 
MB,  md  send  forth  the  ministers  of  his  go^el ;  an  authority  which 
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by  right  of  office  and  goTornment,  he  carried  with  him  to  the  right  ^ 
hand  of  the  Father,  to  be  possessed  and  exercised  till  the  final  issue 
of  his  mediatorial  kingdom.  In  strict  conformity  with  this  declaratioii 
of  their  divine  Master,  the  apostolic  college  claimed  no  right  to  bon*  . 
stitute  ministers  in  succession ;  but  sought,  with  earnest  prayer  and 
diligent  examination  of  spiritual  gifts,  connected  with  holiness  of  life 
and  usefulness  in  labour,  whom  God  had  called  to  this  sacred  employ- 
ment ;  and  in  this  is  involved,  as  we  believe,  the  true  doctrine  of 
apostolic  successibn. 

Keeping  steadily  in  view  this  fundamental  principle  in  the  constitu* 
tion  and  perpetuity  of  the  Christian  ministry,  and,  in  connection  with 
it,  the  unity  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  we,  as  your  General  Superintend* 
ents,  have  thought  it  proper  to  invite  your  deliberate  attention  to  seve- 
ral subjectfiT  which,  in  our  opinion,  have  a  special  claim  to  your  cod« 
sideration ;  earnestly  praying  that  all  things  may  be  done,  whether  in 
word  or  deed,  as  in  the  immediate  presence  of  God,  and  with  an  ey# 
single  to  his  glory. 

To  preserve  and  strengthen  the  unity  and  peace  of  that  great  and 
increasing  body  of  Christians  and  Christian  ministers  which  you  re- 
present in  this  General  Conference,  and  to  devise  and  adopt  measures 
for  the  more  extensive  and  efficient  promotion  of  the  work  of  God  in        . 
these  lands,  and  in  foreign  countries,  are  the  primary  and  very  im^       / 
portant  objects  of  the  institution  of  this  body.     And  in  diese  objects 
your  counsel,  your  acts,  and  your  prayers,  should  concentrate.     The       ; 
connection  of  Wesleyanr  Methodists  in  all  parts  of  the  world  should 
remain  one  united  household,  keeping  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the 
bonds  of  peace.     One  in  doctrine,  and  in  all  the  essential  points  of 
discipline,  they  should  remain  undivided  in  affection ;  and  no  minor 
considerations,  growing  out  of  difference  of  country,  civil  government,        ! 
or  other  circumstances^  should  ever  separate  us  or  interrupt  our  Chris- 
tian fellowship.     Labourers  together  with  our  brethren  in  Europe,  and        ^ 
in  the  provinces,  in  the  same  vineyard  of  our  common  Lord,  we  should       t, 
avail  ourselves  of  every  favourable  opportunity,  and  especially  of  the         J 
occasion  of  the  meeting  of  this  body,  to  convey  to  them  our  Christian        : 
salutations,  and  the  expressions  of  our  undiminished  affection  and        I 
esteem.  t 

^  Although  it  may  be  safely  admitted  that  every  system,  except  that  j 
which  has  a  just  claim  to  inspiration,  is  capable  of  improvement,  it  is  j 
a  wise  and  prudent  maxim,  as  well  in  ecclesiastical  as  in  civil  juris*  | 
prudence,  that  principles  and  measures,  which  have  been  long  esta^  / 
blished  and  generally  successful  in  their  operations,  should  be  changed  j 
or  modified  with  the  utmost  caution.  The  history  of  communities  '| 
sufficiently  proves  that  innovations  upon  such  a  settled  order  of  things  } 
are  very  liable  to  result  in  consequences  unfavourable  to  the  peace 
and  well-being  of  society.  This  being  the  case,  no  ordinary  conside* 
rations  should  induce  us  to  *^  renaove  t^  ancient  landmarks  which  our 
fathers  have  set  up."  -      ^    ^ 

In  a  body  so  numerous  as  the  Methodist  connection,  embracing 
twenty-eight  Annual  Conferences,  extended  over  these  United  State* 
and  Territories,  an^  connected  with  different  civil  and  domeatio  instittt* 
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^  tiont,  it  is  hardly  eiqpected  that  all  should  see  ''  eye  to  eye^  relatiTo 
;  to  the  meaiiing  and  administration  of  the  Discipline  of  the  Church,  of 
i  the  fitness  and  expediency  of  measures  which  may  he  adopted  in 
!  conformity  to  such  a  state  of  things. 

;      It  has  been  the  constant  aim  and  united  endeayour  of  your  General 
I  Superintendents  to  preserve  uniformity  and  harmony  in  these  respects ; 
,'  and,  as  far  as  practicable,  prevent  conflicting  action  in  all  the  official 
;'    bodies  in  the  Church.     But  although  we  record,  with  unfeigned  grati* 
tude  to  the  God  of  all  grace  and  consolation,  the  general  peace,  and 
harmony,  and  prosperity  of  the  body  since  your  last  session,  it  be- 
comes our  painful  duty  to  lay  before  you  some  exceptions  to  this  happy 
and  prosperous  condition. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  General  Conference  the  subject  of  slavery 
and  its  abolition  was  extensively  discussed,  and  vigorous  exertions 
made  to  effect  new  legislation  upon  it.  But  after  a  careful  examina* 
lion  of  the  whole  ground,  aided  by  the  light  of  past  experience,  it  was  the 
solemn  conviction  of  the  Conference  that  the  interests  of  religion  would 
not  be  advanced  by  any  additional  enactments  in  regard  to  it. 

In  your  Pastoral  Address  to  the  ministers  and  people  at  your  last 
session,  with  great  unanimity,  and,  as  we  believe,  in  the  true  spirit  of 
the  ministers  of  the  peaceful  gospel  of  Christ,  you  solemnly  advised 
the  whole  body  to  abstain  from  all  abolition  movements,  and  from 
agitating  the  exciting  subject  in  the  Church.  This  advice  was  in 
perfect  agreement  with  the  individual  as  well  as  associated  views  of 
your  Superintendents.  But,  had  we  differed  from  you  in  opinion,  in 
consideration  of  the  age,  wisdom,  experience,  and  official  authority  of 
the  General  Conference,  we  should  have  felt  ourselves  under  a  solemn 
obligation  to  be  governed  by  your  counsel.  We  have  endeavoured, 
both  in  our  official  administration,  and  in  our  private  intercourse  with 
the  preaefaers  and  members,  to  inculcate  the  sound  policy  and  Chris- 
tian spirit  of  your  Pastoral  Address.  And  it  affords  us  great  pleasure 
to  be  able  to  assure  you,  that  our  efforts  in  this  respect  have  been  yery 
generally  approved,  and  your  advice  cordially  received  and  practically 
observed  in  a  very  large  majority  of  the  Annual  Conferencesj  as  wiR 
more  fully  appear  to  you  on  the  careful  examination  of  the  journals  of 
those  bocUes  for  the  last  four  years.  But  we  regret  that  we  are  com- 
jkelled  to  say,  .that  in  some  of  the  Northern  and  Eastern  Conferences,  ift 
contravention  of  your  Christian  and  pastoral  counsel,  and  of  your  best 
efforts  to  carry  it  into  effect,  the  subject  has  been  agitated  in  such 
forms,  and  in  such  a  spirit,  as  to  disturb  the  peace  of  ihe  Church* 
This  unhappy  agitation  has  not  been  confined  to  the  Annual  Confer- 
ences, but  has  been  introduced  into  Quarterly  Conferences,  and  made 
the  absorbing  business  of  self-created  bodies  in  the  bosom  of  our  be- 
loved Zion.  The  professed  object  of  all  these  operations  is  to  free 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  from  the  "  great  moral  evil  of  slavery,* 
and  to  secure  to  the  enslaved  the  rights  and  privileges  of  free  citizens 
of  these  United  States.  How  far  the  measures  adopted,  and  the  man- 
ner ot  applying  those  measures,  are  calculated  to  accomplish  such  an 
^  1  issue,  even  if  it  could  be  effected  by  any  action  of  ecclesiaatical 
A  Inodies,  your  vailed  wisdom  will  enable  you  to  judge. 
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We  cannot,. however,  but  regard  it  as  of  unhappy  te^ienef  that  f  '"^ 
either  individual  members,  or  official  bodies  in  the  Church,  ^oiild 
employ  terms,  and  pass  resolutions  of  censure  and  condemnation  on 
their  brethren,  and  on  public  officers  and  official  bodies,  over  whose 
actions  they  have  no  legitimate  jurisdiction.  It  requires  no  very  ex* 
tensive  knowledge  of  human  nature  to  be  convinced  that  if  we  would 
convert  our  fellow-men  from  the  error  of  their  ways,  we  must  address 
them,  not  in  terms  of  crimination  and  reproach^  but  in  &e  milder  lan- 
guage of  respect,  persuasion,  and  kindness. 

It  is  justly  due  tp  a  number  of  the  Annual  Conferences  in  which  a 
majority,  or  a  very  respectable  nuiaority,  of  the  members  are  profess- 
edly abolitionists,  to  say  that  they  occupy  a  very  different  ground,  aad 
pursue  a  very  different  course  from  those  of  their  brethren  who  have 
adopted  ultra  principles  and  measures  in  this  unfortunate,'  and,  we 
think,  unprofitable  controversy.     The  result  of  action  had  in  sack 
Conferences  on  the  resolution  of  the  New-Eugland  Conference,  r»« 
commending  a  very  important  change  in  our  general  rule  on  slavery, 
is  satisfactory  proof  of  this  fact,  and  affords  us  strong  and  increasing 
confidence  that  the  unity  and  peace  of  the  Church  are  not  to  be  mate** 
rially  affected  by  this  es;citing  subject.  'Many  of  the  preachers  who 
were  favoui^bly  disposed  to  the  cause  of  abolition,  when  they  saw  the 
extent  to  which  it  was  designed  to  carry  these  measures,  and  the  ta* 
evitable  consequences  of  their  prosecution,  came  to  a  pause,  reflected, 
and  declined  their  co-operation*    They  clearly  perceived  that  the  sii»* 
cess  of  the  measures  would  result  in  the  division  of  the  Church ;  and 
for  such  an  event  they  were  not  prepared.     They  have  no  disposition 
to  criminate  their  brethren  in  the  South,  who  are  unavoidably  con- 
nected with  the  institution  of  slavery,  or  to  separate  from  them  on  that 
account.     It  is  believed  that  men  of  ardent  temperament,  whose  seal 
may  have  been  somewhat  in  advance  of  their  knowledge  and  diScre*< 
tion,  have  made  such  advances  in  the  abolition  enterprise  as  to  pco- 
duce  a  reaction.     A  few  preachers  and  members,  disappointed  in  their 
expectations,  and  despairing  of  the  success  of  their  cause  in  the  Me^ 
thodist  Church,  have  withdrawn  from  our  fellowship,  and  conaecteA 
themselves  with  associations  more  congenial  with  their  views  and 
feelings;  and  others,  in  similar  circumstances,  may  probably  f<^ow 
their  example.     But  we  rejoice  in  believing  that  these  secessions  w^ 
be  very  limited,  and  that  the  great  body  of  Methodists  in  these  States    i   \ 
will  continue,  as  they  have  been,  one  and  inseparaUe.     The  uni-<   |   i 
formity  and  stability  of  our  course  should  be  such  as  to  let  all  candid  f    j 
and  thinking  men  see,  that  the  cause  of  secessions  from  us  is  not  a  |    ; 
change  of  our  doctrine  or  moral  discipline — ^no  imposition  of  new  i    • 
terms  of  communion—no  violation  of  covenant  engagements  on  the  I 
part  of  the  Church.     It  is  a  matter  worthy  of  particular  notice,  thai  I 
those  who  have  departed  from  us  do  not  pretend  that  any  matenod    I 
change  in  our  system,  with  respect  either  to  doctrine,  discipiina,    / 
or  government,  has  taken  place  dace  they  volunt^^riiy  united  ihem^  / 
selves  with  us.     And  it  is  ardently  to  be  desired  that  no  such  innovai*  i    | 
don  may  be  eflected,  as  to  furnish  any  just  ground  for  such  a  pretea*/   / 
sum.  J 


I 


III 


^  1S6  AMms  if  ike  Bi8kep$: 

■  The  experience  of  more  than  half  a  century,  since  the  organiza* 
I  tion  ci  our  eccleaiastical  body,  will  afford  us  many  important  lights 

•  %nd  landmarks,  pointing  out  what  is  the  safest  and  most  prudent 
\  wAicj  to  be  pursued  in  our  onward  course  as  regards  African  slavery 

•  m  these  States;  and  especially  in  our  own  religious  community. 
I  This  very  interesting  period  of  our  history  is  distinguished  by  several 
/  characteristic  features  haring  a  special  claim  to  our  consideration  at  the 

i  present  time,  particularly  in  view  of  the  unusual  excitement  which  now 
#   prevails  on  the  subject,  not  only  in  the  different  Christian  Churches, 
I     but  also  in  the  civil  body.     And,  first :  our  general  rul^  on  slavery, 
'     which  forms  a  part  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Church,  has  stood 
from  the  beginning  unchanged,  as  testamentary  of  our  sentiments  oa 
the  principle  of  slavery,  and  the  slave  trade.     And  m  this  we  differ  ia 
no  respect  fix>m  the  sentiments  of  our  venerable  founder,  or'  from  those 
of  the  wisest  and  most  distinguished  statesmen  and  civilians  of  our 
own  and  other  enlightened  and  Christian  countries.     Secondly :  in  alt 
the  enactments  of  the  Church  relating  to  slavery,  a  due  and  respectful 
regard  has  been  had  to  the  laws  of  the  states,  never  requiring  eman- 
eiptttion  in  contravention  of  the  civil  authority,  or  where  the  laws  of 
the  states  would  not  allow  the  liberated  slave  to  enjoy  his  freedom. 
Thirdly :  the  simply  holding  or  owning  slaves,  without  regard  to  cir- 
cumstances, has  at  no  period  of  the  existence  of  the  Church  sub- 
jected the  master  to  excommunication.     Fourthly :  rules  have  been 
Blade  from  titaie  to  time,  regulating  the  sale,  and  purchase,  and  holding 
I    of  slaves,  with  reference  to  the  different  laws  of  the  states  where 
^   slavery  ia  tolerated ;  which,  upon  the  experience  of  the  great  diffi- 
,   J    c«lties  of  administering  them,  and  the  unhappy  consequences  both  to 
;  /    BUttters  and  servants,  have  been  as  often  changed  or  repealed.    These 
[    important  facts,  which  form  prominent  features  of  our  past  history  as 
\    a  Church,  may  very  properly  lead  us  to  inquire  for  that  course  of  ac- 
I   f    tion  in  future,  which  may  be  best  calculated  to  preserve  the  peace  and 
I  j    unity  of  the  whole  body,  promote  the  greatest  happiness  of  the  slave 
'  J    population^  and  advance  generally,-  in  the  slaveholding  community  of 
\        our  country,  the  humane  and  hallo¥ring  influence  of  our  holy  religion. 
'   '     We  cannot  withhold  from  you,  at  this  eventful  period,  the  solemn  con- 
h  <    miction  of  our  minds,  that  no  new  ecclesiastical  legislation  on  the  sub- 
I  '    jeot  of  slavery,  at  this  time,  will  have  a  tendency  to  accomplish  these 
>   1    most  desirable  objects.     And  we  are  fully  persuaded  that,  as  a  body  of 
I  Christian  ministers,  we  shall  accomplish  die  greatest  good  by  direcc- 
»  ing  our  individual  and  united  e^rts,  in  the  spirit  of  the  first  teachers 
I  of  Christianity,  to  bring  both  master  and  servant  under  the  sanctifying 
j  influence  of  the  principles  of  that  gospel  which  teaches  the  duties  of 
j    I  every  relation,  and  enforces  the  faithful  discharge  of  them  by  the 
j    i  strongest  conceivable  motives.     Do  we  aim  at  the  amelioration  of  the 
j   J    eoodition  of  the  slave  ?     How  can  we  so  effectually  accomplish  this, 
,   \    im  <Hir  calling  as  ministers  of  the  gospel  of  Christ,  as  by  employing 

t^    \  0Kt  whole  influence  to  bring  both  him  and  his  master  to  a  saving 
I  knowledge  of  the  grace  of  God,  and  to  a  practical  observance  of  those 
.    \^  relative  duties  so  clearly  prescribed  in  the  writings  of  the  inspired 
V    'Apostles  ?    Permit  us  to  add,  that,  although  we  enter  not  into  the 

\    ■ 
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pc^ictl  conteBtioDs  <^  the  day,  neither  interfere  with  ciTil  legiBlttioii,  ( 
Xkot  with  the  administration  of  the  laws,  we  cannot  but  feel  a  deep  ! 
interest  in  whatever  affects  the  peace,  prosperity,  and  happiness  of./ 
ear  beloved  country.    The  union  of  these  States,  the  perpetuity  of  the  i 
bonds  of  onr  national  confederation,  the  reciprocal  confidence  of  the  \ 
different  members  of  the  great  civil  compact, — in  a  word,  the  tsstf-  \ 
bang  of  the  commnnity  of  which  we  are  members,  should  never  cease   ^ 
to  lay  near  our  hearts,  and  for  which  we  should  offer  up  our  sino^e^ 
and  most  ardent  prayers  to  the  Almighty  Ruler  of  the  universe.    Bm 
can  we,  as  ministers  of  the  gospel,  and  servants  of  a  Master  *' whose 
kingdom  is  not  of  this  world,"  promote  these  important  objects  in  any 
way  80  truly  and  permanently  as  by  pursuing  the  course  just  pointed 
out  ?     Can  we,  at  this  eventful  crisis,  render  a  better  service  to  our 
country,  than  by  laying  aside  all  interference  with  relations  authorised 
and  established  by  the  civil  laws,  and  applying  ourselves  wlipliy  and 
faithfully  to  what  specially  appertains  to  our  '*  high  and  holy  celling ;" 
to  teach  and  enforce  the  moral  obligations  of  the  gospel,  in  applicatioa 
to  all  the  duties  growing  out  of  the  different  relations  in  society  ?    Ey 
a  diligent  devotion  to  this  evangelical  employment,  with  an  hnmblo 
and  steadfast  reliance  upon  the  aid  of  divine  influence ^  the  number  of 
*'  believing  masters"  and  servants  may  be  constantly  increased,  the 
kindest  sentiments  and  affections  cultivated,  domestic  buidens  light- 
ened, mutual  confidence  cheri^ed,  and  the  peace  and  happiness  of 
society  be  promoted.     While,  on  the  other  hand,  if  past  history  affords  / 
us  any  correct  rules  of  judgment,  there  is  much  cause  to  fear  that  the  [ 
influence  of  our  sacred  office,  if  employed  in  interference  with  the  | 
relation  itself,  and  consequently  with  the  civil  instittitions  of  the  conn-  \ 
try,'  will  rather  tend  to  prevent  than  to  accomplish  these  demrabla  1 
ends*  \  ^^ 

But  while  we  sincerely  and  most  affectionately,  and,  we  humbly 
trust,  in  the  spirit  of  the  gospel  of  Christ,  recommend  to  yon,  and  to 
all  the  ministers  and  members  you  represent  in  this  body,  to  pursue 
such  a  course  in  regard  to  this  deeply-exciting  subject,  we  think  it 
proper  to  invite  your'  attention  in  particular  to  one  point,  intimately 
connected  with  it,  and,  as  we  conceive,  of  primary  importance.  It  is 
in  regard  to  the  true  import  and  application  of  the  general  rule  on 
slavery.  The  different  constructions  to  which  it  has  been  sub|ected^ 
and  the  variety  of  opinions  entertained  upon  it,  together  with  the  con* 
flicting  acts  of  some  of  the  Annual  Conferences  of  the  North  tfnd 
South,  seem/  to  require  that  a  body,  having  legitimate  jurisdietion, 
should  express  a  clear  and  definite  opinion,  as  a  uniform  guide  to  those 
to  whom  the  administration  of  the  Discipline  is  committed. 

Another  subject  of  vital  importance,  as  we  apprehend,  to  the  lenity 
and  peace  of  the  Church,  and  not  unconnected  with  the  finregoing,  is 
the  constitutional  powers  of  the  General  Superintendents,  in  meir 
relations  to  the  Annual  Conferences,  and  in  their  general  execiHivo 
administration  of  the  government ;  and  thel  rights  of  Annual  and  Qvai- 
teriy  Conferences,  in  their  official  capacities.  In  the  prosecution  of - 
our  superintending  agency,  we  have  been  compelled  to  differ  in  opinion 
from  many  of 'our  turethren  composing  these  official  bodies ;  and  thin 


diffureooe  of  opimon,  dHiiiected  with  a  conyiotioa  of  our  high  i 
mbilitjr,.lias,  in  a  few  cases,  resulted  in  acti<m»  which  has  been  judged, 
by  those  specially  concerned,  to  be  high*handed,  unconstitutional, 
tyTaanicali  and  oppressive.  In  all  such  cases,  we  have  giren  Ham 
most  uneqmvocal  assurances,  that  we  should,  with  un£signed  satisfac«- 
tioB,  and  the  kindest  feelings,  submit  die  whole  nutter  in  controversy, 
with  all  our  official  acts  in  the  premises,  to  the 'enlightened  delibera-> 
ucm  and  final  judgment  of  this  constitutional  tribunal.  And  we  cannot 
but  indulge  the  hope  that  those  who  have  differed  from  us  will  caat^ 
dially  abide  the  decision  of  such  a  judicatory,  should  it  not  accord 
with  their  views.  We  hare  no  disposition  to  enter  into  an  extensive 
ezaminatian  of  the  merits  of  the  case,  which,  we  regret  to  say,  has 
been  a  matter  of  prolonged  discussion  in  self-created  conventions,  aad 
in  some  of  the  religious  periodicals  of  the  day.  But  ojnr  object  is  to 
lay  before  you  the  simple  points  involved,  and  leave  the  issue  to  be 
settled  as  your  united  wisdom  shall  determine,  requesting  liberty,  at 
proper  times,  if  occasion  should  require,  to  correct  erroneous  state- 
ments,  and  remove  improper  impressions,  having  reference  to  oi:» 
course  of  action.  In  presenting  this  subject  to  your  consideration,  it 
is  due  to  a  very  large  majority  of  all  the  Annual  Conferences,  and  to 
the  members  composing  them,  individaally,  to  say,  that  the  uUnost 
harmony,  and  confidence,  and  affection  exists  between  them  and  the 
Oeneral. Superintendents.  The  geographical  bounds  of  the  contra^ 
versy  are  very  limited. 

The  whole  subject  may  be  presented  to  you  in  the  following  simple 
questions  : — When  any  business  comes  up  for  action  in  oi«r  Annual  or 
Quarterly  Conferences,  involving  a  difficulty  on  e  question  of  law,  so  as 
•  to  produce  the  inquiry.  What  is  the  law  in  the  ease  ?  does  the  constitu- 
itional  power  to  decide  the  question  belong  to  the  President,  or  the 
Cpalerence  ?  Have  the  Annual  Conferences  a  constitutional  right  to 
&  any  other  business  than  what  is  specifically  prescribed,  or,  by  fair 
eonstruotion,  provided  for  in  the  form  of  Discipline  ?  Has  the  Presi* 
dent  of  an  Annual  Conference,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  a  right  to  decline 
putting  a  motion  or  resolution  to  vote,  on  business  other  than  that  thus 
pretcribed  or  provided  for  ?  These  questions  are  proposed  with  exdu* 
aive  reference  to  the  principle  of  eonstitutional  right.  The  principles 
ftf  courtesy  and  expediency  are  veiy  different  things. 

As  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  ascertain  the  views  of  those  who 
atttertain  i^inions  opposite  to  our  own  on  these  points,  they  may  be 
aummed  up  as  follows  :-^They  maintain  that  all  questions  of  law 
anaibg  out  of  the  business  of  our  Annual  or  Quarterly  Conferences  i^e 
to  be,  of  right,  settled  by  the  decision  of  those  bodies,  either  primarily 
hy  resolttion  or  finally  by  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Presi- 
dent :  ''  that  it  is  the  prerogative  of  an  Annual  Conference  to  decide 
whiU  business  they  will  do,  and  when  they  will  do  it  :'*  that  they  have 
a  oOBstituticmal  right  **  to  discuss,  in  their  official  capacity,  all  nioral 
ssbfeots :"  to  investigate  the  official  acts  of  other  Annual  Confer* 
€iices>  of  the  General  Conference,  and  of  the  General  Superintendents, 
so  far  as  to  pass  resolutions  of  disapprobation  or  approval  on  those 
sots.    They  maintain  that  the  President  of  an  Annual  Conference  is 


to  be  fegavded  in  ilie  BUtta  teUtioii  to  the  Gonferenees  ibat  a  ehairmaa 
or«peakef  «UBtaii»  to  a  civil  LegiskiiTe  Aaaemblj :  thai  it  is  his  dxOy 
to^  preserve  order  in  the  Conference,  to  determine  questions  of  order 
cobject  to  appeal,  and  pot  to  vote  all  Amotions  and  resoliitions,  when 
called  for,  according  to  the  ndes  of  '^  bod3r :  that  these  are  the  sei* 
ded  landmarks  of  bis  <^cial  prerogatives,  as  President  of  the  Confer* 
ence,  beyond  which  he  has  no  right  to  go:  that  although  it  belongs 
to  his  office,  as  General  Superintendent,  to  appoint  the  time  for  holding 
^e  several  Annual  Conferences,  he  has  no  discretionary  authority  to 
adjourn  them^  whatever  length  of  time  they  may  have  continued  ueir 
session,  or  whatever  business  th^y  may  think  proper  to  transact. 
From  these  doctrinee  we  have  felt  it  our  solemn  duty  to  dissent.  And 
we  will  not  withhold  ftom  you  our  deliberate  and  abiding  conviction, 
that  should  they  be  sustained  by  the  General  Conference,  the  uniform 
and  ^ficieni  admimstration  of  the  government  would  be  rendered  im* 
practicable. 

The  government  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  peculiarly 
oonstrocted.  It  is  widely  different  from  our  civil  organization.  The 
General  Conference  is  the  only  legislative  body  recognized  in  onr 
ecdesiastioal  system,  and  from  it  originates  the  authority  of  the  entire 
esteentive  admimstration.  The  Exclusive  power  to  create  Annual  Coa<* 
ferences,  and  to  increase  or  diminish  their  number,  rests  with  this 
body.  No  Annual  Conference  has  atithority  or  right  to  make  any  rule 
of  discipline  for  the  Church,  either  within  its  own  bounds  or  else* 
where.  No  one  has  the  power  to  elect  its  own  President,  except  in  a 
special  case,  pointed  out,  and  provided  for,  by  the  General  Conference. 
Whatever  may  be  the  number  of  the  Annual  Conferences,  they  are  idl 
tNTganized  on  the  same  plan,  are  all  governed  by  the  same  laws,  and 
all  have  idcaitically  the  same  rights^  and  powers,  and  privileges.  These 
powers,  and  rights,  and  privileges  are  not  derived  from  themselves, 
but  from  the  body  which  originated  them.  And  the  Book  of  Discipline; 
containing  the  rules  of  the  General  Conference,  is  the  only  charter  of 
tiieir  rights,  and  directory  of  their  duties,  as  official  bodies.  The 
General  Superintendents  are  elected  by  the  General  Conference,  and 
responsible  to  it  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  office.  They 
ard  constituted,  by  virtue  of  their  office,  Presidents  of  the  Annual 
Conferences,  with  authority  to  appoint  the  time  of  holding  them  ;  widi 
a  prudential  provision  that  they  shall  allow  each  Conference  to  sit  at 
least  one  week,  that  the  important  business  prescribed  in  the  form  of 
Disci];^ne  may  not  be  hurried  through  in  such  a  manner  as  to  affect 
injuriously  the  interests  of  the  Church.  The  primary  objects  of  thek 
<^cial  department  in  the  Church  were,  as  we  believe,  to  preserve  in 
the  most  effectual  manner  an  itinerant  ministry :  to  maintain  a  un^^ 
forraity  in  the  adminisnration  of  the  government  and  discipline  in  every 
department,  and  that  the  unity  of  the  whole  body  might  be  preserved. 
But  how,  we  would  ask,  can  these  important  ends  be  accomplished,  if 
each  Annual  Conference  possesses  the  rights  and  powers  set  forth  in 
the  foregoing  summary  ?  Is  it  to  be  supposed,  that  tw6»ty*eight  con* 
sttotional  judges  of  eeeksiastical  law,  and  these,  too,  not  individuals 
of  age  and  ex:perioBGe,  who  have  had  time  and  moMis  to  thorough^ 


investigato,  and  analyze,  and  collate,  the  aysteoi;  but  efficial  bodief, 
many  members  of  which  are  young  and  inezperieaced,  and  withoai 
die  opportunity  or  necessary  helps  for  such  researches,  and  withoiit 
consultation  with  each  other  on  the  points  to  be  decided,  will  settle 
different  questions  of  law  with  such  agreement  as  to  have  no  material 
conflict  between' their  legal  decisions  ?  Is  it  not  greatly  to  be  feared, 
that  with  such  system  of  ecclesiastical  jurisprudence,  what  might  be 
law  in  Georgia  might  be  no  law  in  New*£ngland  ?  That  what  might 
be  orthodoxy  in  one  Conference,  might  be  heresy  in  another  ?  Where, 
then,  would  be  the  identity  of  the  law,  the  unifinrmity  of  its  adminia- 
tration,  or  the  unity  and  peace  of  the  Church  1 

A  well-digested  system  of  collegiate  education,  under  the  directicm 
and  control  of  the  General  Conference,  is,  in  our  opinion,  loudly  calbsd 
fpr  by  the  present  state  of  the  Church,  and  by  our  widely-extended  aad 
extending  influence,  as  a  religious  denomination.  Sucii  a  sjrstem  i» 
of  such  vast  importance,  in  connection  with  the  general  principles  and 
designs  of  Methodism,  as  to  render  ibc  policy  of  submitting  its  direc- 
tion and  superintendency  to  sectional  control,  to  say  the  least,  very 
doubtful.  Tot  many  years,  the  state  of  the  Church  was  such  in  these 
States  as  to  render  it  impracticable  to  accomplish  much  in  ihe  cause 
of  education,  any  further  than  as  we  were  associated  with  other  bodies, 
oir  w^re  connected  with  the  institutions  of  the  country.  And  it  is  not 
to  be  denied,  that  there  existed  among  us,  to  a  considerable  extent, 
even  down  to  a  recent  date,  strong  opposition  to  commencing  this  im- 
portant enterprise  among  ourselves.  But  during  the  last  twenty  years, 
the  spirit  of  inquiry  has  been  wakened  up,  and  a  very  general  interest 
excited  on  this  subject ;  and  the  energies  and  means  pf  our  {nreaehets 
Slid  people  have  been  employed,  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  in  the 
promotion  of  such  a  worthy  and  noble  object.  What  appears  to  be 
especially  necessary  at  the  present  crisis,  is  a  well-organized  system 
which  shall  give  the  best  direction  to  those  energies  and  means.  It 
will  not  be  at  all  surprising  to  men  who  have  made  themselves  ac* 
quainted  with  the  former  and  present  condition  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  relative  to  the  promotion  of  literature^  that  there  should  be, 
at  the  present  time,  a  spirit  of  zeal  and  enterprise  in  operation,  which, 
if  Qot  guided  hy  the  soundest  principles  of  wisdom* and  policy,  and 
concentrated  in  a  general  and  harmonious  system,  may  fail  to  accom* 
jdish  the  desirable  and  important  object,  and  ultimately  jesuk  in  inju« 
rious  reaction.  This  can  hardly  fail  to  be  the  case,  if  colleges,  or 
other  high  institutions  of  learning,  which  roust  depend  upon  o^er 
means  of  support  dian  the  revenues  arising  from  tmtioa,  are  multiplied 
beyond  the  available  means  necessary  for  their  adequate  and  perma- 
nent endowment.  And  it  is  to  be  feared  that,  in  this  respect,  we  are 
not  entirely  free  from  error  and  danger.  We  scarcely  need  to  say,  to 
this  enlightened  and  experienced  ^dy  of  ministers,  many  of  wlM>ni 
are  familiar  with  the  polity  and  fiscal  concerns  of  literary  institutions, 
that  such  of  them  as  we  have  just  named  cannot  be  considered  in  a 
safe  and  sound  condition  in  regard  to  their  eflicieney  and  perpetuity, 
until  they  realize  a  revenue  by  permanent  endowment  entirely  suffix 
cient  to  support  their  faculties,  leaving  the  fund  arising  from  tuiUon  to 
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meet  eontbgent  expenses.  If  tbts  is  a  correct  rule  of  ealculmtioii  in 
iregard  to  the  safety  of  collegifCte  institntions,  it  is  very  doabtfol 
nvrfaetber  any  of  our  colleges  or  universities  can  be  considered  perma- 
nently secure.  It  appears  to  us,  tbat  tbe  time  bas  arrived  for  tbe  General 
Conference  to  take  this  subject  into  tbeir  deliberate  consideration,  and 
adopt  such  measutres  as,  in  tbeir  wisdom,  may  tbe  most  effectually 
secure  our  colleges,  already  in  operation,  from  liability  to  failure,  and 
guard  against  the  erection  of  otbers  till  sufficient  available  means  are 
secured  to  place  tiliem  on  a  firm  foundation.  Tbe  circumstance  that 
there  are  members  of  the  faculties  or  boards  of  trustees  of  nearly,  if 
not  quite,  all  our  colleges,  present  as  representatives  in  this  body,  is, 
in  our  opinion,  peculiarly  favourable  to  such  a  design.  We  cannbt  too 
deeply  knpress  upon  yonr  min<ts  the  importance  of  preserving  ^n  our 
own  power  the  direction  and  control  of  the  system  of  collegiate  and 
*  theological  education  in  the  Church.  Perhaps  a  more  favourable  oppor- 
innity  than  3rour  present  session  will  seldom,  if  ever,  occur,  for  devising 
and  adopting  a  judicious  and  uniform  course  of  literary  and  moral  dis- 
cipline in  flJl  the  collegiate  inftitutions  under  our  superintendence. 
And  we  will  not  withhold  our  solemn  conviction,  that  any  course  of 
study  in  a  Methodist  college  or  university  would  be  essentially  defec- 
tive if  it  did  not  embrace  the  Bible — ^tbe  most  ancient,  the  moat 
learned,  and  the  most  important  book  in  the  world.  As  a  Christian 
community,  all  our  institutions  of  learning  should  be  sanctuaries  of 
theologicsd  science.  Do  we  send  our  sons  to  explore  the  regions  of 
science  and  literature,  merely,  as  did  idolatrous  Greece  and  Rome,  to 
prepare  them  for  the  senate,  the  forum,  or  field?  Do  we  not  rather 
desire  that  they  may  be  qualified,  by  mental  and  moral  improvement, 
to  diffuse,  in  every  circle  of  society  in  which  they  may  move,  the  in- 
fluence of  the  enlightening,  peaceful,  and  benevolent  principles  of  ouir 
holy  religion?  Do  we  intend  them  for  professional  Hfe?  In  what 
profession  can  they  be  employed  in  a  Christian  country  in  which  the 
Bible  is  not  a  most  important  text-book?  Are  not  the  civil  govern- 
ments of  Christendom  based  upon  it  ?  Is  it  not  the  fountain  of  law, 
and  the  charter  of  rights?  When  do  you  see  the  statesman,  the 
judge,  or  the  advocate,  more  clear,  convincing,  authoritative  or  sub- 
Jime,  than  when,  he  appeals  to  its  doctrines^  morals,  or  sanctions  ?  Do 
we  desire  our  sons  to  practise  the  healing  art  ?  Would  we  send  them 
forth  to  mingle  in  scenes  of  wretchedness  and  suffering  without  the 
knowledge  of  those  divine  truths  taught  by  Him  who  went  aboiit  doing 
good,  and  healing  all  manner  of  diseases  ?  In  a  word,  we  cannot  but 
believe  that  the  doctrines,  history,  evidences,  and  morals  of  revelation, 
should  be  regarded  as  forming  one  of  the  most  important  departments 
in  our  -system  of  collegiate  education.  We  are  aware  that  such  a  fea- 
ture in  the  course  of  study  in  our  colleges  would  subject  them  to  the 
too  common  objection  of  being  theological  seminaries.  This  objection 
would  certainly  come  with  more  grace  from  the  lips  of  infidels,  than 
from  the  tongues  or  pens  of  professed  believers  in  tne  divine  authenti- 
city of  the  Christian  revelation.  Whfle,  in  our  opinion,  the  science  of 
the  word  of  God  should  be  a  paramount  branch  of  instruction  in  our 
literary  institutions,  we  desire  not  to  be  understood  as  recommending 
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Ab  Mtttblidiraeiit  of  ^'theologiod  •eminaries,''  im  the  wmmm  zoomf^- 
stion  of  the  term :  that  is,  for  the  special  p«rpoee  of  ednoacing  men 
for  the  work  ot  ihe  gospel  oBUiistry.  We  feel,  with  many  enlightened 
Christiaiis  a^nd  aUe  ministers,  both  in  our  own  and  other  religioos  de- 
aominatioos,  the  importanee  of  an  able  and  ^feie&t  ministry.  Nor 
are  we  unapphzed  of  the  great  advantages  of  a  thorough  edaeatkm  to 
those  whose  business  i|  is  to  preach  "  Christ  and  him  crucified."  Bat 
we  are  free  to  acknowledge^  that  the  policy  of  establishing  schools  of 
diTinity,  for  the  exclusive  purpose  of  preparing  young  men  for  the 
sacred  office,  as  for  a  profession,  is,  in  our  opinion,  to  say  the  leaety 
of  doubtful  authority  and  expedience.  The  history  of  such  institatioiMi, 
jfrom  their  earliest  establishment,  admonishes  us,  that  the  speculators 
of  human  science  have  but  too  freqilkently  obsinired  and  ai^terated 
the  doctrines  of  the  revelation  of  God  ;  and  that,  in  many  cases,  where 
they  have  been  commenced  on  evangelical  ground,  in  their  onward 
course  they  have  wandered  into  the  wilderness  of  meti^hysicai  dia- 
qnisitiotts,  or  been  lost  in  the  still  darker  regions  of  *'  rational  Chris- 
tianity." When  the  history,  doctriiaes,  evidences,  and  duties  of  the 
revelation  of  God  shall  form  a  distinct  and  primary  department  of 
study  in  our  institutions  of  learning,  our  children  be  dedicated  to  God 
and  trained  up  in  his  knowledge  and  fear,  and  the  whole  Church 
united  in  devout  and  fervent  prayer  that  God  would  raise  up,  and  send 
forth  into  his  vineyard,  men  of  his  own  selection,  and  Scriptural  proofs 
'  required  of  those  who  profess  to  be  called  to  preach  the  gospel,  4t  is 
believed  that  human  agency  will  have  reached  its  legitimate  bounds 
in  the  premises ;  and  that  this  great  concern  will  be  perfectly  secare 
with  the  Supreme  Head  of  the  Church,  >  to  whom  ah>ne  belongs  the 
authority  to  perpetuate  the  ministry  of  his  gospel  to  the  end  of  the 
7orld.  But  should  this  body  differ  from  us  with  regard  to  the  expe- 
diency of  establishing  institutions  lor  theological  education,  separate 
iiom  our  literary  establishments,  and  for  the  exclusive  purpose  of  pre- 
paring the  students  for  the  work  of  the  ministry,  we  cannot  too  strongly 
recommend  to  you  the  propriety  and  importance  of  having  the  whole 
subject  under  the  direction  and  control  of  the  General  Conference. 
We  are  well  persuaded  that  your  wisdom  and  experience  will  lead 
yeu  to  apqprehend  the  grea,t  impropriety  of  sectional  institutions  in  the 
Church  for  such  a  purpose.  To  intrust  a  matter  of  such  vast  moment 
to  a  self-organized  association,  or  to  an  Annual  Conference,  or  coo- 
■nection  of  Annual  Conferences,  we  apprehend  would  be  a  precedent  of 
dangerous  tendency,  which  might  ultimately  affect  the  Church  in  me- 
ters of  vital  importance* 

,  A  regular  and  uniform  course  of  study  for  the  under  graduates  in  the 
ministry  has,  in  our  judgment,  a  special  claim  to  your  attention  at 
your  present  session.  At  a  former  session  it  was  made  the  duty  of  the 
General  Superintendents  to  point  out  a  course  of  study  for  the  candi- 
dates, preparatory  to  their  admission  into  full  connection,  with  discre- 
tionary privilege  of  appointing  a  committee  for  that  ptirpose.  By  this 
•rule,  no  provision  is  made  for  a  course  of  study  for  preachers,  for  the 
.two  years  previous  to  their  induction  to  the  office  of  Elders.  This 
has  been  thought  to  be  a  defect  in  the  system,  and,  at  the  request  of 
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manj  of  tlie  Amnial  Gonforetees,  «ii  adnaoijr  coonie  bM  b«M  pis- 
pared,  eaibncing  these  two  years.  Tbe  result,  as  far  as  we  luive 
knowledge,  has  been  rery  advantageous  in  the  improTSOiMit  of  the 
nunistry.  And  we  reconffliend  to  the  Greneral  Ckmferenoe  to  extend 
the  course  so  as  to  embrace  the  whole  period  from  the  time  «f  adans- 
#ion  on  trial  until  the  Ml  powers  of  the  ministry  are  conferred.  The 
sitaation  of  the  Superintendents  is  snch,  in  visiting  all  parts  of  the 
work,  extending  over  all  the  states  and  territories,  as  to  render  it 
,  extremely  difficult,  and  lor  the  most  part  impracticable,  without  great 
labour  and  expense,  to  meet  for  consultation  with  each  other  on  this, 
Off  any  other,  important  interest  of  the  Church ;  and  their  duties  aye  so 
various  and  weighty  as  to  incline  them  to  the  opinion  that  the  great 
object  contempltUed  in  this  provision  would  be  beuer  aoeomplished  by 
a  uniform  course  of  study  prepared  by  this  body,  and  puUisfaed  in  out 
form  of  Discipline.  The  local  ministry  is  to  be  regarded  as  forming 
an  important  department  in  our  f  ystem.  They  are  tnily  helpers  in  the 
work  of  the  Lord.  As  such  we  should  always  esteem  them.  And 
nothing  should  be  neglected  wjiich  has  a  tendency  to  preserve  and 
strengSien  the  bonds  of  affection  and  confidence  between  thwtt  aad 
4he  itinerant  connection.  Many  of  this  useful  class  of  ministers  have 
deeply  felt  the  necessity  of  a  regular  system  of  study,  adapM,  as  iu 
as  practicable,  to  the  condition  and  circumstances  of  loeal  pvsacbem, 
embracing  studies  preparatory  to  their  receiving  license,  and  eytending 
to  the  time  of  their  graduating  to  th€  office  of  Elders.  Msay  and 
great  advantages  might  doubtless  be  derived  from  such  a  eoune,  jnd&> 
ciously  formed  in  adaptation  to  the  circumstances  of  our  local  bretfroa, 
whose  time  must  necessarily  be  employed,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent, 
in  secular  avocations.  We  recommend  the  subject  to  your  delibeiate ' 
consideration. 

We  invite  your  particular  attention  to  a  review  of  the  proceas  pea- 
scribed  in  the  Discipline  in  the  provision  for  locating  a  preacher  witii- 
out  his  consent.  Tbe  course  directed  in  case  of  the  tiial  of  n 
auperannuated  preacher,  residing  widiout  the  bomids  of  the  Anniial 
Conference  of  which  he  is  a  member,  is  found  to  be  attended  wish 
great  inconvenience,  and  is  liable  to  resait  in  injustice  to  the  aacnsed, 
or  injury  to  tbe  Church.  A  considerable  number  of  siqpersannlsd 
preachers  (and  the  number  is  constantly  increasing)  have  their  resi- 
dence many  hundred  miles  from  the  bounds  of  the  Conferences  wlieiB 
jthey  hold  their  membership.  The  consequence  is,  that  it  repeats^ 
occurs,  that  the  communications  which  the  Discipline  reqmres  themto 
make  to  their  own  Conference  fail  to  be  received;  in  which  cases  thb 
passage  of  their  characters  may  be  involved,  and  they  are  liable  to  be 
deprived  of  their  regular  allowance,  even  when  they  sustain  the  fairaat 
reputation,  and  when  they  are  in  real  need  of  the  amount  to  whtoh  they 
have  a  lawful  claim.  But  these  points  are  far  from  being  the  moat 
important,  though  they  are  certainly  entitled  to  coasideralioaf  The 
subject  embracea  deeper  interests,  both  to  the  individuals  and  lo  tibe 
Church.  In  case  of  the  trial  of  a  snperaimuated  preacher,  within  Ao^ 
bounds'  of  a  Conference  remote  from  his  own^  as  provided  for  in  ihb 
Discipline,  there  are  several  difficulties  which  experiment  oaa  hatdlj 
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fail  to  nake  obtioiis«  It  is  provided  thai  the  Presiding  Elder,  in  who«« 
district  the  accused  may  reside,  shall  bring  him  to  trial,  and  in  case  of 
suspension*  shall  forward  to  the  Annual  Conference  of  which  the  ac- 
euMd  is  a  member  exact  minutes  of  the  charges,  testimony,  and  deei^ 
sien  of  the  committee  in  the  case,  and  on  the  testimony  thus  furnished, 
the  Conference  must  decide.  Th^  great  difficulty  of  deciding  import- 
ant  cases  equitably,  from  n^nutes  of  testimony  thus  taken,  is  well 
known.  This  difficulty  is  increased  in  proportion  to  the  complexity  of 
the  case,  and  the  conflicting  character  of  the  testimony.  Add  to  this 
that  it  will  rarely  be  practicable  in  such  cases  for  the  accuser  and  the 
accused  to  be  brought  face  to  face,  or  for  either  to  be  present  to  plead 
in  the  premises.  Distance  of  place,  length  of  time  required,  and  the 
labmir  and  expense  involved,  would,  in  most  cases,  form  an  insurmount- 
sUe  obstacle  to  the  parties  being  heard  before  the  tribunal  where 
judgment  must  finally  be  given.  And,  further,  in  cases  of  this  kind  it 
must  frequently  happen  that  the  testimony  will  be  voluminous,  and  the 
difficulty  uid  expense  of  its  transmission  very  considerable.  And 
finally,  documents  forwarded  a  great  distance  are  very  liable  to  fail  of 
leaching  their  place  of  destination,  in  which  case  the  administration 
of  justice  might  be  delayed,  if  not  finally  defeated,  and  the  Church 
suffer  .reproach.  Besides,  die  present  provision  in  our  Discipline  is» 
in  our  opinion,  too  liable  to  abuse.  Should  any  one  of  the  Annual  Con* 
lerences  think  it  proper  to  enter  upon  any  favourite  enterprise,  for  the 
success  of  which  they  might*  conceive  it  necessary  to  have  agents 
operating  without  their  own  bounds,  it  would  be  no  difficult  matter  to 
place  such  brethren  as  w>uld  very  well  serve  their  case  in  a  superan- 
nuated  relation.  .  And  if  the  object  to  be  accomplished  was  of  very 
\deepini9restf  the  liabiliiy  of  their  agents  to  trial  and  suspension  by  a 
committee  would  hardly  form  an  obstacle,  especially  as  the  final  deci* 
Sifm  of  the  case  would  be  in  their  own  power.  In  view  of  all  the 
difficulties  to  which  the  present  provision  is  liable,  we  are  inclined  to 
the  opinion  that  a  different  course  might  be  devised,  by  which  the  ends 
ef  justice  might  be  obtained  more  readily^  and  with  greater  certainty, 
and  in  perfect  accordance  with  our  system  of  govemment.  As  the 
.trial  and  expulsion  of  a  preacher  are  not  to  be  regarded  simply  as  a  pro- 
eess  affecting  only  his  relation  to  the  Conference  where  he  belongs, 
hot  are  to  all  intents  and  purposes  an  expulsion  from  the  itinerant  coa«- 
motion,  and  from  the  Churdii ;  and  as  the  same  rules  for  the  trial  of 
preachers  must  govern  the  action  of  all  the  Annual  Conferences,  and 
the  same  r^|hts  and  privileges  are  secure  to  all  by  the  constitution  and- 
Diseiplino  of  die  Church,  we  are  not  apprized  of  any  valid  objection 
to  the  trial  of  traveDing  preachers  by  the  Annual  Conferences,  in  which 
Uiey  may  reside  at  the  time  of  the  occurrence  of  the  offence  of  which 
they  are  accused.  Indeed,  it  would  seem  that  the  principle  of  consti- 
lutionality  in  such  a  course  is  fully  recognized  by  the  General  Confer- 
ence in  the  present  provision :  for  if  a  Presiding  Elder  may  have 
jurisdiction  over  a  superannuated  preacher,  residing  within  his  district, 
aed  out  of  the  bounds  of  his  own  Conference,  so  as  to  suspend  him 
from  all  official  acts  and  privileges,  which  is  the  utmost  extent  of  his 
autfamty  in  regard  to  the  preachers  stationed  m  his  district ;  it  will  be 
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difficult,  it  is  presumed,  to  raise  valid  ooastiitutio&al  objections  ta  the 
jurisdiction  of  an  Annual  Conference  to  prosecute  such  cases  to  a  fiaal 
issue.  And  it  can  hardly  be  doubted  that  these  two  great  adTantages 
would  be  secured  by  such  a  process — ^it  would  secure  a  more  ready 
and  easy  access  to  testimony,  especially  such  as  might  be  fxresumptiTe 
and  circumstantial,  on  which,  it  is  well  known,  the  final  issue  may  * 
materially  depend,  and  afford  the  accuser  and  accused  die  oppor- 
tunity of  appearing  face  to  face,  to  plead  their  own  cause.  And  we 
respectfully  suggest  whether  a  pioyision  in  some  respects  similar 
might  not  be  made  for  the  trial  of  local  preachers  in  the  circuits  where 
they  are  charged  with  committing  offences.  With  these  views  we 
submit  the  subject  to  your  consideration.  Since  the  General  Confer* 
ence  provided  for  the  appointment  of  preachers  to  the  charge  of  semi- 
naries  of  learning,  many  institutions  for  the  education  of  youth  of  both 
aexes  have  sprung  up,  preferring  their  claims  to  such  appointmonls. 
Most  of  these  schools  have  been  originated  by  individuals,  or  associa- 
tions of  individuals,  having  no  other  connection  with  an  Annual  Con- 
ference than  such  as  consists  in  the  couitesy  of  patronage,  coaaected 
with  the  annual  visits  of  a  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  at- 
tending their  examinations,  and  reporting  the  results.  In  discharging 
the  important  and  responsible  duties  of  their  office,  your  Snpeantend- 
ents  have  not  been  so  happy  as  to  avoid  difficulty  from  this  depart' 
ment ;  and  in  some  cases,  their  convictions  of  the  limits  of  their  author- 
ity, in  connection  with  their  judgment  of  e^qpediency,  have  compiled 
them,  though  with  the  most  friendly,  reciprocal  feelings,  to  differ  from 
the  views,  and  decline  to  meet  the  e]q>ressed  wishes  of  Annual  Con- 
ferences. And  it  is  with  the  most  sincere  satisfaction  that  they  refer 
their  opinions  and  acts  to  this  body,  that  if  in  error,  as  they  aM  cer- 
tainly liable  to  be,  they  may  be  corrected,  and  the  whole  body  har- 
monized on  all  material  points.  There  sure  two  distinct  cases  in  which 
the  Superintendents  are  authorized  to  appoint  preachers  to  institutions 
of  learning.  The  one  respects  such  institutions  as  are  or  may  be 
under  our  superintendence,  and  the  other,  such  as  are  not.  Out  of 
these  cases  several  important  questions  have  originated,  which  have 
been  the  ground  of  the  difference  of  opinion  of  which  we  have  just 
spoken.  These  questions  may  be  stated  as  follows  :'*-lst.  What  is 
necessary  to  constitute  a  seminary  of  learning  so  far  under  our  supern^ 
Undence  as  to  bring  it  fairly  within  the  rule  of  the  General  Conferenee 
authorizing  the  appomtment  of  a  preacher  to  it?  2d.  What  classes  of 
literary  institutions  was  it  the  intention  of  the  General  Confermoe 
to  embrace  in  this  provision?  3d.  In  providing  for  the  appointment 
of  preachers  to  ^*  seminaries  of  learning"  not  under  our  supermtend- 
ence,  was  it  the  intention  of  the  General  Conference  to  include  all 
classes  of  literary  instituticms,  if  the  appointment  was  requested  by  an 
Annual  Conference,  or  to  limU  the  appointment  to  seminaries  of  colle- 
giate literature  ?  4th.  Is  an  appointment  under  this  provision  discre- 
tionary with  the  Superintendent,  or  does  the  request  of  an  Amraal 
Conference  create  an  obligation  as  a  matter  of  duty,  as  in  the  case  of 
appointments  in  the  districts  and  circuits  ?  There  are  piineiidee  and 
interests,  in  our  opinion,  involved  in  these  questipns,  which  have  a 
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special  claim  to  the  deliberate  consideration  of  this  bodjr.  From  the 
numetoiis  applications  which  are  made  for  the  appointment  of  preachers, 
to  be  scIkwI  teachers,  and  agents  for  various  institutions,  it  is  to  be 
feared  that  unless  the  subject  be  clearly  defined,  and  carefully  guarded 
by  suiiaUe  limitations  and  restrictions,  our  grand  itinerant  system  may 
be  impaired  by  a  virtual  location  of  man^  valuable  ministers,  and  the 
Church  suffer  in  spiritual  interests,  from  the  loss  of  useful  labours. 
There  are  at  this  time  about  seventy  of  the  effective  travelling 
preachers  employed  as  presidents,  professors,  principals,  and  teachers 
in  literaiy  institutions,  and  as  agents  devoted  to  their  interests.  These 
ministers  are  selected  from  the  several  Annual  Conferences  widi  refer- 
ence to  their  qualifications  for  the  duties  of  their  cation.  They  are 
men  of  talent,  science,  and  learning,  and  many  of  them  ministers  of 
age  and  experience.  And  the  calls  for  such  appointments  are  con- 
stantly nmdtiplying  on  our  hands.  While  we  readily  and  thankfuQy 
aokaowledge  the  usefulness  of  brethren  employed  in  this  important 
department  of  our  great  work,  we  must  be  permitted  to  doubt  whether 
liie  oause  of  God  might  not  be  more  effectually  and  extensively  pro- 
moted, if,  to  say  the  least,  a  rery  large  proportion  of  these  able  min- 
isters of  Christ  were  exclusively  devoted  to  the  work  of  the  gospel 
ministry.  And  we  respectfully  suggest  the  inquiry  whether  pious  and 
tsfsmed  men  may  not  be  obtained  from  the  local  ministry,  or  from  the 
official  or  private  membership,  well  qualified  as  teachers  to  advance 
the  cause  of  education,  and  by  this  means  bring  into  the  regular  field 
of  itinerant  labour  a  great  weight  of  talent  and  influence  now  almost 
•eonfined  to  the  precincts  of  academies  and  colleges. 

At  the  last  session  <^  this  (>ody,  the  publication  of  three  religious 
periodicals  was  provided  for,  in  addition  to  those  previously  esta- 
blished. They^  have  now,  it  is  presumed,  been  before  the  religions 
(soamxaBoatf  a  sufficient  time  to  enable  you  to  form  an  opinion  of  their 
iatrinsio  merits  as  official  papers,  going  forth  to  an  enlightened  and 
reading  people  under  the  authority  and  patronage  of  the  General  Con- 
tference  of  ihe  Melodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  of  their  usefulness  in 
promotiiig  the  great  enterprise  in  which  we  are  engaged,  by  spreading 
abroad  tlyB  light  of  gospel  truth,  advancing  the  interests  of  our  import- 
aitt  institutions,  and  strengthening  the  bonds  of  peace  and  harmony  in 
•  ibe  Church.  The  infiuence  of  the  periodical  press,  either  for  weal  or 
mo,  is  too  well  ascertained  to  render  it  necessary  for  this  body  to  be 
ren^nded  of  the  importance  of  throwing  around  it,  so  far  as  it  is  under 
^eir  direction  and  patronage,  those  safeguards  which  shall  preserve 
to  purity,  and  render  it  subservient  to  the  promotion  of  intellectual, 
ttKM^,  «id  religious  improrement.  We  have  no  doubt  but  you  will 
agree  with  xis  in  sepntiment^  that  our  religious  papers  should  take  uo 
part  in  the  poH^eal  warfare  of  the  day — that  they  should  never  inter- 
fere with  the  civil  institutions  of  the  country — thkt  they  should  promote, 
as  far  as  {practicable,  quietness,  peace,  and  love  among  all  Christian 
ipeopie,  and  especiaily  in  the  Church  by  whose  authority  and  patronage 
Ihey  exist,  and  whose  intereitts  they  are  particularly  desiffned  to  serve. 
'Whatever  might  hare  been  Ae  views  of  ^e  General  Conference  at 
fSb»$itie  oi  the  ^stablisbnNUt  of  these  papers,  it  did  net  occur  to  the 
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Saperiniendento  (hat  they  were  to  be  mediams  of  meieantile  or  pio- 
fessional  advertisements.  And  we  respectfully  submit  it  to  your 
enlightened  judgment,  whether  it  is  consistent  with  the  character  <if 
the  Church,  and  the  grand  designs  of  her  religious  institutions,  amoQg 
.  which  the  periodical  press  is  one  of  the  most  efficient,  to  make  theoi 
8uch«  We  are  not  apprized  whether  recourse  has  been  had  to  this 
measure  from  courtesy  to  friends  in  secular  occupations,  or  for  the 
purpose  of  realizing  funds  sufficient  to  meet  the  expenses  of  publica- 
tion. But  with  due  deference,  we  must  be  permitted  to  doubt 
whether  the  credit  or  the  general  interests  of  the  Methodist  Church 
will  be  promoted  by  the  publication  of  a  paper  under  the  official  sane* 
tion  of  the  General  Conference,  which  cannot  obtain  a  patronage 
sufficient  to  meet  its  expenses  without  devoting  its  columns  to  busiiitsss 
advertisements.  Your  timely  and  judicious  advice  to  the  'Annual 
Conferences  not  to  establish  any  more  Conference  papers  has  been 
respectfully  regarded,  so  that  no  new  paper  has  been  published  by  any 
Conference  for  the  last  four  years,  except  one,  which  has  since  been 
discontinued,  and  it  ie  believed  there  is  an  increasing  conviction  in 
the  Conferences  generally,  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  publish  such  papers. 
Several  papers,  however,  are  published,  assuming  to  be  in  the  interests 
of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  edited  by  Methodist  preachers,  and 
which  are  patronized  to  a  considerable  extent  by  many  members  of 
several  Annual  Conferences.  We  are  already  admonished  by  the 
history  of  the  past,  how  easy  it  is,  under  th«  popular  pretext  of  the 
right  of  free  discussion,  to  disturb  the  harmony  and  peace  of  the 
Church,  stir  up  strife  and  contention,  alienate  the  affection  of  brethren 
.  from  each  other,  and  finally  injure  the  cause  of  Christ. 

Applications  from  members  and  ministers  of  other  Churches,  with 
whom  we  are  in  Christian  fellowship,  are  becoming  more  frequent,  and 
»  variety  of  opinions  being  entertained  by  preachers  of  age  and  experi- 
ence with  regard  to  the  manner  of  receiving  them  among  us,  the  Disci- 
pline making  no  special  provision  in  the  case,  we  have  thought  it  advisa- 
ble to  bring  the  subject  before  you,  with  a  view  to  the  adopting  a  course 
which  may  hannohize  the  views  and  official  action  of  all  concerned,  and 
manifest  that  spirit  of  Christian  charity,  which  should  always  abound 
in  the  Church  of  Christ.  It  is  only  necessary  for  us  to  lay  before. you 
the  different  opinions  entertained  on  the  subject,  which,  from  the  char 
racter  and  number  of  those  who  hold  them,  are  certainly  entitled  to 
respectful  attention.  With  regard  to  private  members  of  other 
Churches  who  make  application  for  membership  with  us,  it  has  been 
maintained  on  the  one  hand,  that  they  should  be  admitted  and  remain 
on  trial  for  six  months,  as  the  Discipline  provides,  before  they  are 
.  received  into  the  Church ;  and  on  the  other,  that  the  circumstance  of 
their  being  regular  and  approved  members  of  other  Churches,  with 
which  we  are  in  Christian  fellowship,  virtually  answers  the  essential 
ends  of  the  provision  for  a  probationer,  and  consequently  that  they 
should  be  received  into  the  Church  without  requiring  such  trial.  The 
views  which  are  entertained  with  respect  to  receiving  minsters  from 
other  Churches  are  not  capable  of  so  simple  a  definition.  But  they 
may  be  summed  up  as  foHows  :-^Many  are  of  the  opinion,  thirty  in 
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common  with  aH  other  persons,  they  should  be  admitted  on  trial,  and 
pass  a  probation  of  six  months,  before  they  are  received  as  members 
of  the  Church:  that,  being  received  as  such,  they  should  obtam 
recommendation  and  license,  and  graduate  in  the  nrinistry,  in  strict 
conformity  to  the  letter  of  the  Discipline,  without  regard  to  their  ordi- 
nation by  the  constitutional  authorities  of  the  Churches  from  which 
they  came.  Others  are  of  the  opinion,  that,  coming  to  us  wi&  accredit- 
ed testimonials  of  their  Christian  piety  and  official  standing,  and  giving 
satisfaction,  on  examination  as  tne  Discipline  directs,  with  respect 
to  their  belief  in  our  doctrine,  and  approval  of  our  Discipline,  they 
should  be  immediately  received  and  accredited  as  ministers  among  us : 
and  that  on  answering  the  questions,  and  taking  npon  them  the  soleom 
obligations  of  our  ordination  service,  they  should  receive  credendals 
of.  authority  to  administer  the  holy  sacraments  without  the  imposition 
of  hands  repeated  by  us,  unless  they  themselves  should  incline  to  it. 
These  conflicting  opinions,  in  connection  with  the  fact  that  a  number 
of  ministers  have  been  received  among  us  in  conformi^^  to  the  latter 
view,  seem  to  require  that  the  Greneral  Conference  take  such  order 
upon  it  as,  in  their  wisdom,  may  be  best  calculated  to  produce  una- 
nimity of  sentiment  and  action,  and  promote  Christian  confidence  and 
affection  between  ourselves  and  other  religious  denominations,  without 
impairing  any  fundamental  principle  of  our  order  and  government. 

Of  your  General  Superintendents,  six  in  number,  three  are  enfeebled 
by  labour,  age,  and  infirmity.  Wp  are  of  one  heart  and  one  mind, 
acknowledging  our  obligation  according  to  our  ability,  and  to  the 
utmost  extent  of  it,  to  serve  the  Church  of  God  in  that  highly-respon- 
sible office  which  you  have  committed  to  us ;  but  in  view  of  our  own 
weakness  and  the  arduous  work  intrusted  to  us,  with  fear  and  much 
trembling  we  have  cause  to  exclaim,  *^Who  is  sufficient  for  these 
things?"  There  are  now  twenty-eight  Annual  Ccmferences  repre- 
sented in  this  body,  and  in  all  probabilty  the  number  will  be  conside- 
rably increased  during  your  preseut  session.  These  embrace  a 
country  extending  from  New-Brunswick  to  Texas,  on  the  Atlantic 
coast  and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  from  the  sea-board  to  the  vast  northern 
lakes,  and  to  the  territories  bn  the  Upper  Mississippi  and  Missouri. 
The  General  Superintendents  sustain  the  same  relation  to  all  these 
Conferences;  and  our  system  requires  that  each  should  be  annually 
visited.  Between  three  and  four  thousand  travelling  preachers  are  to 
be  appointed  every  year  to  their  fields  of  ministerial  labour.  These 
appointments  must  be  made  with  due  regard  to  the  qualifications,  age, 
infirmities,  and  domestic  circumstances  of  this  vast  body  of  ministers, 
and  with  the  same  regard  to  the  condition  and  wants  of  the  millions 
of  people  to  whom  they  are. sent.  T«  minds  capable  of  gracing  this 
vast  machinery  of  our  itinerant  system,  it  will  readily  appear  that  an 
effective  itinerant  superintendency  is  indispens&bly  necessary  to  keep 
it  in  regular,  energetic,  and  successful  operation.  It  must  be  effective^ 
not  imbecile ;  general,  not  sectional ;  itinerant^  not  local.  Destitute 
of  either  of  these  prerequisites,  the  probable  resuh  would  be  a  aisor- 
ganization  of  the  system,  and  weakness  and  inefficiency  in  all  its  parts. 
In  the  relation  we  sustain  to  you  as  the  highest  judicatory  c^  the 
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Churdi,  8fid  to,  the  whole  itinerani  connection,  it  becones  ns  to  be  can* 
tious  and  unassuming  in  presenting  you  our  sentiments  on  a  subject 
Uke  this,  in  which  it  may  be  supposed  n^e  have  a  special  individual 
interest.  We  will  only  suggest  two  points  for  your  consideration* 
which,  we  are  confident,  will  appear  to  you  in  the  same  light  in  which 
we  view  them.  The  first  is  to  preserve  a  sufficient  number  of  effective 
Superintendents  to  secure  to  the  CSonferences  their  regular  annual 
Tisits,  taking  into  view  the  number  of  Conferences,  and  Uieir  relative 
locations.  And  second,  that  there  be  no  greater  number  than  is 
etrictly  necessary  to  accomplish  this  work,  carefully  guarding  against 
the  increase  of  the  numbers  of  labourers  beyond  the  proportionate 
^  increase  of  the  work,  bearing  in  mind  that  if  we  would  have  labouring 
preachers,  we  most  have  labouring  Superintendents.  As  the  number 
of  Annual  Conferences  increases,  and  the  work  extends  in  the  states 
.and  territories,  it  becomes  necessary  to  strengthen  the  General  Super* 
intendency  in  due  proportion.  But  as  you  ¥all  doubtless  have  an  able 
committee  to  examine  and  report  on  this  important  subject,  we  forbear 
any  further  remarks  in  relation  to  it.  Our  misaionary  operations 
among  the  Indiana,  and  in  foreign  countries,  especially  on  the  conti- 
nent of  Africa,  are  recommended  to  your  special  attentien.  The 
condition  of  the  Indian  tribes  located  on  the  western  boundary  Hue  of 
Arkansas,  and  Missouri,  and  the  territories  on  the  Upper  Mississippi 
and  Missouri  Rivers*  calls  aloud  fior  united  and  vigorous  efforts  to 
dispense  among  them  the  light  of  the  gospel,  and  the  blessings  of  civil- 
ization. We  are  encouraged  to  such  effort  by  the  circumstance  that 
there  is  an  increasing  disposition  among  most  of  the  tribes  to  encour- 
age the  labours  of  our  missionaries,  and  improve  their  condition  by  the 
establishment  of  schools  for  the  instruction  of  their  children  in  the 
knowledge  of  our  language,  and  in  agriculture  and  mechanical  arts. 

Since  your  last  session,  a  plan  has  been  devised,  with  the  appro- 
bation of  the  officers  and  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Parent  Missionary 
Society,  to  establish  a  Central  Indian  Manual  Labour  School,  with 
the  design  of  collecting  and  teaching  the  native  children  of  the  sever 
ral  adjacent  tribes.  The  plan  has  been  subngdtted  to  the  executive 
department  of  the  national  government  having  the  superintendence  * 
of  Indian  affairs,  and  has  met  with  a  favourable  and  encouraging 
consideration ;  and  we  are  much  indebted  to  the  officers  and  agents 
of  the  civil  government  in,  and  adjacent  to,  the  Indian  country,  for  the 
extensive  aid  they  hav<e  given  in  the  establishment  of  the  institution, 
hoth  by  employing  their  influence  in  recommending  it  to  the  Indians, 
and  advising  in  its  structure  and  organization.  This  school  is  already, 
to  a  considerable  extent,  in  successful  operation.  Native  children 
from  five  different  tribes  are  collected,  and  men  from  these  tribes  have 
visited  the  ii^stitution,  and  have*  very  generally  been  satisfied  with  its 
government  and  objects.  We  cannot  but  regard  this  establishment  as 
full  of  promise  of  lasting  benefits  tp  the  Indian  race«  But  as  a  de- 
tailed report  of  its  organization,  designs,  and  prospects,  will  come 
before  you^Ve  will  only  add  our  earnest  recommendation  of  the  plan 
to  your  deliberate  consideration,  with  regard  to  the  present  condition 
and  wants  of  the  Indians,  and  its  adaptation  to  the  great  objects  it  is 


RM  AUn99  of  ih0  Bt$hf9. 

designed  to  acemnplifili — the  ooiiTeraioii  of  the  Indtahe  to  the  Clffie- 
tbn  faith,  and  their  improvement  in  all  the  arts  and  habits  of  civilizedf 
life.  And  we  would  further  recommend  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency 
of  establishing  one  or  more  institutions  at  suitable  locations  in  the  Indisa 
country^  on  the  same  plan,  and  for  the  same  purposes. 

To  Afiita  we  look  with  the  deepest  solicitude.  Our  sympathies^ 
.  prayers,  and  efforts,  mingle  on  her  coasts.  In  our  missionary  enter- 
prise, commenced  in  Liberia,  we  aim  at  the  conyersion  of  a  continent 
to  God.  The  handful  of  precious  seed  which  has  been  sown  in  that 
infant  colony,  and  watered  by  the  tears  and  prayers  of  the  mission- 
aries and  the  Church,  shall  spring  up  and  ripen  to  be  sown  again  with 
a  hundred-f(dd  increase,  till  Africa  shall  become  one  fruitful  field,  cul- 
tiyated  in  righteousness.  Although  a  number  of  faithful  and  devoted 
missionaries  have  fallen  in  that  field  of  labour,  we  should  by  no  means 
be  discouraged  in  the  prosecutio^t  of  so  great  a  work.  They  have 
fallen  asleep,  but  they  sleep  in  the  Lord.  And  being  dead  they* 
still  speak ;  and  the  voice  from  their  tcmibs,  is  a  call  to  the  Church  of 
Christ  on  the  American  continent  to  emulate  their  holy  zeal,  and  fill 
up  the  ranks  from  which  they  have  been  removed.  We  have  no  doubt 
but  you  will  be  disposed  to  take  some  efficient  measures  for  the  con^- 
tutional  organization  of  the  Liberia  Annual  Conference,  and  to  provide 
for  the  ordination  of  ministers  in  their  own  country,  that  the  infant  African 
Church  may  be  duly  and  regularly  supplied,  not  only  with  the  nunistry 
of  the  word,  but  also  with  the  holy  sacraments.  The  character  whicn 
the  Oregon  Mission  has  recently  assumed,  Is  well  calculated  to  invite 
your  particular  attention  to  that  extensive  and  important  field  of  mis- 
sionary enterprise.  We  can  hate  little  doubt  that,  with  the  blessing 
of  God  attending  our  efforts,  the  time  will  arrive,  when  the  interests 
of  the  missionary  colony,  and  the  success  of  the  work  among  the  abo- 
riginal tribes,  will  call  for  the  organization  of  an  Annual  Con^rence  in 
that  vast  territory.  And  our  grand  object  should  be  to  preserve  one 
harmonious  compact,  in  the  unity  of  the  Spirit,  and  the  bonds  of  peace ; 
and  that  Methodism  may  be  one  on  either  side  of  the  Pacific  and 
Atlantic  Oceans,  and  en  all  the  islands  of  the  sea. 

^  And  moimtaiiis  rise  and  oceaai  roH^ 
To  eever  lu  in  vam." 

It  was  doubtless  a  wise  and  safe  provision,  that  copies  of  the  records 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Annual  Conferences  should  be  forwarded  to 
the  General  Conference  for  examination.  By  this  means  the  General 
Conference  may  obtain  the  knowledge  of  the  official  acts  of  those 
bodies  from  evidence  which  cannot  be  disputed  or  contravened,  and 
consequently  they  may  correct  errors  in  their  proceedings,  if  found  to 
exist,  on  the  simple  authority  of  official  rec<Mrds.  We  regret  to  say 
that,  in  our  opinion,  this  judicious  provision  has  not  been  sufficiently 
regarded,  either  on  the  part  of  the  Annual  Conferences  in  forwarding 
copies  of  these  records,  or  on  the  part  of  the  General  Conference  in  a 
careful  inspection  of  them.  As  these  records  contain,  not  only  the 
official  transactions  of  the  Conferences,  having  an  important  connection 
with  the  government  and  general  interests  of  the  Church,  but  also  fre- 
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qoetidj  embrikce  the  opuiions  of  the  SuperiatenieBtS'Oa  queetione  of 

law  and  the  administratioa  of  discipline ;  and  as  it  is  the  constitutioiuil' 
prerogative  of  this  body  to  correct  what  is  erroneous  in  these  transac- 
tions andopinionsj  with*  an  earnest  desire  that  all  things  may  be  done« 
in  every  official  department  of  the  Church,  in  strict  conformity  to  her 
constitution  and  Discipline,  we  recommend  a  carefol  examination  of 
these  records  at  your  present  session. 

Finally,  brethren^,  we  commend  you  and  ourselves,  and  the  minis** 
ters  and  people  connected  with  us  in  the  bonds  of  the  gospel  of  Christ 
to  the  guidance  and  protection  of  the  great  Head  of  the  Church,  whose 
we  are,  and  whom  we  serve  ;*  sincerely  and  .ardently  praying  that  your 
4eliberaU(»is,  with  all  their  results,  may  be  under  the  influence  of  that 
wisdom  which  is  from  above ;  which  is  pure,  peaceable,  gentle,  easy 
to  be  entreated;  full  of  mercy  and  good  fruits,  without  partiaUty  or 
hypocrisy* 

We  are,  dear  brethren,  sincerely  and  affectionately  yours^  ia  the 
unity  and  fellowship  of  the  gospel  of  Christ, 

R.  R.  RoBBaTSy 
Joshua  Soulb, 
£.  Hbddino,  cm^ 

JaJCBS  O.  AlfDBSW, 

B.  Wauob,  4^ 
TaoifAs  A.  Mobbis*^ 
Baltimore,  May  4th,  1840. 


B.— ADDRESS  OF  THE 'BRITISH  CONFERENCE. 

Address  of  the  British  Conference  to  the  Bishops  and  Members  of  the 
Generci  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United 
States  of  America. 

.  Ybrt  Dear  Brethren^-^Wc  gratefully  avail  ourselves  of  this 
opportunity  to  renew  the  tokens  of  our  fraternal  intercourse  with  you ; 
and,  while  we  unfeignedly  rejoice  in  all  the  blessings  with  which  it 
has  pleased  Almighty  God  to  accompany  your  cares  and  labours,  we 
devoutly  pray  that  '*  mercy  unto  you,  and  peac^,  and  love"  may  be  yet 
more  abundantly  **  multiplied,  from  God  the  Father^  and  from  the  Lord 
Jesus,  the  Son  of  the  Father,  in  truth  and  love.*' 

It  has  afforded  us  great  satisfaction  to  hear  from  different  quartern 
of  your  continued  prosperity,  and  especially  to  recf^ive  the  personal 
communications  which  have  been  made  to  us  at  this  Conference  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Olin.  We  are  thankful  that,  notwithstanding  the  languor 
of  indisposition,  this  esteemed  minister  in  your  Church,  and  our  be* 
loved  brother,  has  been  able  to  attend  several  of  the  sittings  of  the 
Conference,  and  to  address  us,  at  considerable  length,  on  topics  which 
are  more  than  usually  gratifying  to  our  best  affections.  Most  sincerely 
do  we  hope  that  God  will,  in  his  goodness,  more  fully  restore  his  heahh, 
and  prepare  him,  by  an  increase  of  vigour,  and  of  every  spiritual  gift, 
long  to' occupy  ^e  important  station,  whicb^  to  speak  according  to  the 


views  and  feelings  of  frail  mortality,  has  been  so  prmnatwely  left 
vacant  by  the  decease  of  the  excellent  and  lamented  Dr.  Fisk. 

From  a  wish  to  perpetuate  a  free  and  familiar  interchange  of  kindly 
offices  with  you,  in  the  way  which  we  doubt  not  is  most  aereed)le  to 
you,  as  well  as  to  ourselves,  we  have  requested  our  dear  friend  and 
brother,  the  Rev.  Robert  Newton,  to  visit  you  at  your  next  General 
Conference.  To  enlarge  on  the  high  regard  which  we  entertain  for 
our  honoured  messenger — a  regard  which  he  has  justly  merited  by  his 
unweariable  and  faithful  services  in  every  province  of  our  work,  and 
by  the  exemplary  manne;:  in  which  he  has,  at  two  different  timeift,  sus-^. 
tained  the  most  momentous  office  in  our  body— would  be  a  welcome 
task  to  us ;  for  it  is  pleasant  to  speak  of  those  whom  we  love  ;  but  it 
is,  on  the  present  occasion,  perfectly  unnecessary.  You  are  not  unac* 
quainted  with  the  character  which  he  bears  in  this  country;  and  yoQ 
will  receive  him  as  a  chosen  representative  of  the  British  Conference, 
snd  as  one  in  whose  views  and  principles  we  repose  entire  con- 
fidence. 

The  subject  which  has  this  year  engrossed  no  small  portion  of  our 
attention,  cannot  fail  to  awaken  the  deepest  interest  in  every  part  of 
the  Wesle3ran  community  throughout  the  globe.    You  will  anticipate 
out  reference  to  the  close  of  the  first  century  of  our  existence  as  an 
'  organized  religious  society.     On  a  review  of  the  hundred  years  which 
have  now  reached  their  termination,  we  humbly  acknowledge  and  adore 
the  mercy  of  God,  who  marvellously  raised  up  our  ever-revered  fathers 
as  the  instruments,  in  his  hands,  of  so  extensive  a  revival  of  primitive 
Christianity ;  who  has  preserved  us,  as  a  connection,  in  the  midst  of 
many  conflicts  and  changes ;  and  wl\o  has  granted  us,  at  this  time,  so 
cordial  a  sense  <^  attachment,  which  we  trust  that  nothing  shall  ever 
be  permitted  to  abate,  to  the  doctrines,  spirit,  and  usages  of  those  vene* 
rated  men  who  now  rest  in  eternal  peace.    May  the  Lord  God  of  our  fore- 
elders,  and  of  all  who  fear  his  most  holy  name,  bestow  upon  us  a  larger 
measure  of  his  Spirit's  grace,  and  grant  that  the  second  century  of  the 
Wesleyan  Society  may  be  marked  by  still  more  illustrious  displays 
of  his  power  and  love  in  the  Church  universal,  and  in  the  world ! 
f     But  while  we  freely  indulge  in  sentiments  such  as  these,  we  can- 
not forget  that  on  one  subject  especially — ^the  subject  of  American 
,'   slavery — you,  our  beloved  brethren,  are  placed  in  circumstances  of 
'  r  painful  trial  and  perplexity.     We  enter,  with  brotherly  S3rmpathy,  into 
I    the  peculiar  situation  which  you  are  now  called  to  occupy.     But,  on 
/    this  question,  we  beg  to  refer  you  to  what  occurs  in  our  Address  to 
j     you  from  the  Conference  of  1836,  a  proper  copy  of  which  will  be 
I     handed  to  you  by  our  representative ;  as  also  to  the  contents  of  our 
t    preceding  letter  of  1835.     To  the  principles  which  we  have  affection- 
I    ately  but  honestly  declared  in  these  two  documents  we  still  adhere, 
^  with  a  full  conviction  of  their  Christian  truth  and  justice. 

The  time  which  has  elapsed,  and  the  events  which  have  taken  place, 

since  the  preparation  of  the  above-mentioned  papers,  serve  only  to 

t     conlirm  us  yet  more  in  our  views  of  the  moral  evil  of  slavery.     Far  b© 

t     it  from  us  to  advocate  violent  and  ill-considered  measures.     W.e  are, 

^  however,  strongly  and  unequivocally  of  opinion  that  it  is,  at  this  time» 
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die  paiamoimt  Christian  duty  of  tbe  ministers  of  our  most  merciftdi 
Lord  in  your  ooimtry  to  maintain  tlie  principle  of  opposition  to  slarerf 
with  earnest  zeal,  and  nnflincbing  firmness.  May  ve  not  also  be  al- 
lowed, with  the  heart'felt  solicitude  of  fraternal  love,  to  entreat  that 
yon  will  not  omit  or  qnalify  the  noMe  testimony  which  we  have  ex- 
tracted, in  a  note  to  onr  Address,  from  your  Book  of  Discipline,  bat 
that  you  will  continue  to  insert  it  there  in  its  primitive  and  unimpaired 
integrity? 

And  now,  very  dear  brethren,  we  commend  you  to  the  proteotibn 
»nd  mercies  of  the  "  only  wise  God,  our  Saviour,"  with  united  prayers 
that  you,  and  all  who  labour  with  you  in  Uie  w%rd  and  doctrine,  with 
the  multitudes  wiio  are  happily  brought  to  share  in  your  Christian  fel- 
lowship, may  enjoy  a  richer  effusion  of  the  Holy  Spirit's  promised 
unction,  and  may  at  last  be  "  presented  faultless  before  the  presence 
of"  our  common  Saviour's  ♦*  glory."  To  Him  be  '*  glory  and  majesty, 
dominion  arid  power,  both  now  and  ever.  Amen." 
Signed,  by  order  of  the  Conference, 

Theophilus  Lesset,  Prestdeta, 

Lmerpooiy  A^fgust  16,  1839. 


C— ADDRESS  OP  THE  GENERAL  CONFERENCE. 

Answer  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church-^ 
To  the  Reverend  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Wesleyan  Metha^ 
dist  Conference  in  Great  Britain. 

Honoured  and  Very  Dear  Brethren, — We  acknowledge  with 
grateful  emotions  the  reception  .of  your  letters  at  the  hand  of  your  ex- 
cellent representative,  our  honoured  and  esteemed  brother,  the  Rev. 
Robert  Newton,  whose  visit,  as  your  messenger,  we  esteem  the  best 
and  kindest  proof  you  could  have  given  of  your  love  for  us,  and  desire 
to  promote  our  blessed  unity.  His  bright  example  of  love  and  courtesy, 
simplicity  and  dignity  in  Conference,  and  of  pure  essential  Methodism, 
full  of  faith  and  charity,  abounding  in  hope,  rejoicing  only  in  Christ 
Jesus,  and  knowing  no  respite  from  labour,  in  his  puUic  ministry ,  has 
been  alike  edif3ring  and  refreshing  to  us ;  while  also,  we  have  felt  our 
hearts  warmed  thereby,  and  drawn  closely  to  you  in  affection,  partakers 
of  the  same  spirit  with  you,  walking  by  the  same  rule,  minding  the 
same  thing,  one  people,  and  our  name  one  in  the  Lord  Jesus.  • 

And  it  will  not  be  unwelcome  to  you  that  we  add,  further,  an  ex- 
pression of  the  gratification  it  has  afforded  us  to  be  favoured  with  the 
presence  of  our  beloved  and  endeared  brother,  Mr.  Harvard,  and  our 
friend  Mr.  Richie,  of  the  district  of  Lower  Canada,  and  of  Mr.  Presi- 
dent Stinson,  and  the  excellent  brethren,  John  and  Edgerton  Ryerson, 
representatives  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  in  Upper  Canada. 
May  the  God  of  our  common  fathers  make  you  a  thousand  times  so 
many  more  as  ye  are,  and  bless  you,  that  from  you  the  word  of  the 
Lord  may  sound  out  unto  all  people  as  unto  us  at  the  beginning,  and 
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I    tb0  firuito  of  your  laboura  be  nraldplied  in  all  the  earth,  to  the  glory  of 

I'     God,  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  through  Jeaua  Chriat  our  Loid. 
We  fully  unite  with  you,  dear  brethren,  in  the  expression  you  gire 
qS  your  cordial  and  even  jealous  attachment  to  the  principles,  doctrine*, 
I     and  Ufl(fcges  of  Methodism,  as  established  under  the  hearen-directed 
J     ministry  of  our  venerated  fathers.    Those  principles,  doctrines,  and 
V    usages  we  have  especially  felt  that  we  were  called  to  review,  (and 
reviewing  them,  have  taken,  we  trust,  still  closer  to  our  hearts,)  on  the 
great  occasion  of  our  first  centennial  jubilee.     This  has  been  a  joyful 
time  with  us,  even  as  with  you,  our  whole  communion  joining  in  extra* 
ordinary  acts  of  devotion  and  offerings  to  the  Lord,  giving  grateful  evi- 
dence of  our  common  character  the  world  over,  and  covenanting  to 
keep  Methodism  still  unworldly  and  spiritual,  abounding  in  charity,  & 
work  of  righteousness  and  peace,  rendering  unto  Cesar  the  things  that 
are  Cesar's,  and  unto  God  the  things  that  are  God's. 

We  greatly  rejoice,  and  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord  for  all  your 
prosperity,  brethren,  and  especially  for  your  peaceful  state,  and  the 
success  of  your  missions.  Missionary  zeal,  founded  in  love,  is  the 
vital  pulse  of  Methodism,  the  purity  and  fruitfulness  of  which,  in  its 
«««4iome  department,  depend  on  the  active  sympathy  there  with  the  work 
abroad.  Methodism*  indeed,  might  not  so  much  as  exist  in  a  narrower 
parish  than  the  world,  nor  act  on  any  other  than  her  own  gospel  {urin- 
ciple  of  equal  duty  to  all  tongues  and  kindreds.  Actuated  by  this  prin- 
ciple, we  have  laboured  to  carry  the  gospel  into  every  part  of  our  great 
country  ;  and  now  into  Texas,  the  territory  of  Oregon,  South  America, 
and  AMca,  zX  the  entrance  of  Liberia^on  the  western  coast.  But,  alas, 
how  feeble  and  insufficient  are  our  eiOTorts  to  accomplish,  to  any  con- 
siderable degree,  the  great  work  of  evangelizing  mankind  !  Wjb  long 
for  the  salvation  of  God  to  become  universal. 

The  unusual  and  unwelcome  fact  of  a  decrease  in  our  numbers. 

the  year  previous  to  our  last  General  Conference,  and  to  which  you 

so  lundly  and  piously  allude  in  your  letter  of  August  following,  induced 

much  searching  of  heart,  both  among  our  preachers  and  people  ;  and, 

through  God's  abounding  grace,  we  have  not  been  afflicted  smce  on  a 

like  account.     At  that  time  our  numbers  were — of  travelling  preachers, 

2,781,  and  of  members,  650,678.     And  in  September  last  they  were — 

of  travelling  preachers  3,296,  and  members  740,459;  showing  an 

increase  of  515  travelling  preachers,  and  89,781  members,  since  our 

last  General  Conferenqe.     We  record  it  with  thanksgiving,  though  we 

reckon  not  our  strength  by  numbers. 

■  _    We  have  considered,  with  affectionate  respect  and  confidence,  your 

*7%rotherly  suggestions  concerning  slavery,  and  most  cheerfully  return 

/  an  unreserved  answer  to  them.     And  we  do  so  the  rather,  brethren, 

/    because  of  the  numerous  prejudicial  statements  which  have  been  put 

/     forth  in  certain  quarters  to  the  wounding  of  the  Church.     We  assure 

I     you  then,  brethren,  that  we  have  adopted  no  new  principle  or  rule  of 

I     discipline  respecting  slavery  since  the  time  of  our  apostolic  Asbury ; 

t     neither  do  we  mean  to  adopt  any.     In  our  General  Rules,  (called  the 

I    "  General  Rules  of  the  United  Societies,"  and  which  are  of  constitn* 

tional  authority  in  our  Church,)  ^^ihe  buifing  and  setting  q/  men^  wom^^ 
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and  ekUdrm^  with  an  inteniuM  to  ensktw  them^^  is  expressly  prohibited'; 
end  in  the  ssme  werds,  substSEiitially,  which  have  been  used  for  the 
role  since  17d2.  And  the  extract  of  part  ii,  section  10^  of  our  Book 
of  Discipline,  which  you  quote  with  approbation,  «nd  denominate  **% 
noble  testimony,"  is  still  of  force  to  the  same  extent  that  it  has  been 
for  many  years ;  nor  do  we  entertain  any  purpose  to  omit  or  quaUfy 
Ads  section,  or  any  part  thereof.  For  while  we  should  regard  it  a  sore 
evil  to  divert  Methodism  from  her  proper  work  of  **  spreading  Seriptwe 
koUmss  aver  these  /bfufir,"  to  questions  of  temporal  import,  involving  the 
9ght8  of  Cesar,  yet  are  we  not  the  less  minded  on  that  account  to  pro« 
mote  and  set  forward  all  humane  and  generous  actions,  or  to  prevent, 
to  the  utmost  of  oui:  power,  such  as  are  evil  and  unchristian.  It  tv 
our  first  desire,  after  piety  toward  God,  to  be  ^'  merciful  e^Ur  cur  power  ; 
eu  we  hofoe  opportunity,  doing  good  of  every  possible  sort,  and  as  far  as 
possible  to  aU  men** — *'  to  theirbodies^  but  especially,  and  above  all, ''  to 
their  smdsr* 

Of  these  United  States,  (to  the  government  and  laws  of  which,- 
^  according  to  the  division  of  power  made  to  them  by  the  constitutionr 
of  the  Union,  and  the  constitutions  of  the  several  states,"  we  owe,  and 
delight  to  render,  a  sincere  and  patriotic  loyalty,)  there  are  sevei 
which  do  not  allow  of  slavery.  There  are  others  in  which  it  is  allow- 
ed, and  there  are  slaves ;  but  the  tendency  of  the  laws,  and  the  minds 
of  the  majority  d*  the  people,  are  in  favour  of  emancipation.  But 
there  are  others  in  which  slavery  exists  so  universally,  and  is  so  closely 
mterwoven  with  their  civil  institutions,  that  both  do  the  laws  disalloir 
of  emancipation,  and  the  great  body  of  the  people  (the  source  of  laws 
with  us)  hold  it  to  be  treasonable  to  set  forth  anything,  by  word  or 
deed,'  tending  that  way.  Each  one  of  all  these  states  is  independent 
of  the  rest  and  sovereign,  with  respect  to  its  internal  government,  (as 
much  so  as  if  there  existed  no  confederation  among  them  for  ends  of 
common  interest,)  and  therefore  it  is  impossible  to  frame  a  rule  on. 
slavery  proper  for  our  people  in  all  the  states  alike.  But  our  Churcli' 
is  extended  through  all  the  states,  and  as  it  would  be  wrong  and  un- 
scriptural  to  enact  a  rule  of  discipline  in  opposition  to  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  the  state  on  this  subject,  so  also  would  it  not  be  equitable 
or  Scriptural  to  confound  the  positions  of  our  ministers  and  people  (so 
different  as  they  are  in  different  states)  with  respect  to  the  moral  ques- 
tion which  slavery  involves. 

Under  the  administration  of  the  venerated  Dr.  Coke,  this  plain 
distinction  was  once  overlooked,  and  it  was  attempted  to  urge  emanci- 
pation in  aU  the  states ;  but  the  attempt  proved  almost  ruinous,  and  was 
soon  abandoned  by  the  doctor  himself.  While,  therefore,  the  Churdi 
has  encouraged  emancipation  in  those  states  where  the  laws  permit 
it,  and  allowed  the  fireed-man  to  enjoy  freedom,  we  have  refrained,  for 
conscience'  sake  from  all  intermeddling  with  the  subject  in  those  other 
states  where  the  laws  make  it  criminal.  And  such  a  course  we  think 
agreeable  to  the  Scriptures,  and  indicated  by  St.  Paul's  inspired 
instruction  to  servants  in  his  First  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  chap, 
di,  ver.  20,  21.     For  if  servants  were  not  to  care  for  their  servitude 
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'  wlian  they  mgkt  net  be  free,  though  if  they  might  be  free  they  should 
use  it  rather ;  so,  neither  should  masters  be  oondeomed  for  not  setting 
tibem  free  when  they  might  pot  do  so,  though  t^they  might  they  should 
do  BO  rather.  The  question  of  the  evil  of  slavery,  abistractedly  con* 
sidered,  you  will  readily  perceive,  brethren,  is  a  very  different  matter 
from  a  {Nrinciple  or  rule  of  Church  discipline  to  be  executed  contrary 
to,  and  in  defiance  of,  the  law  of  the  land.  Methodism  has  always 
been  (except  perhaps  in  the  single  instance  above)  eminently  loyal  and 
pomotive  of  good  order ;  and  so  we  desire  it- may  ever  continue  to  be, 
both  in  Europe  and  America.  With  this  sentiment  we  conclude  thf 
subject,  adding  only  the  corroborating  language  of  your  noble  Mis- 
sionary Society,  by  the  revered  and  lamented  Watson,  in  their  instruc- 
tions to  missionaries,  published  in  the  Report  of  1833,  as  follows  : — 

*' As  in  the  colonies  in  which  you  are  called  to  labour  a  great  pro- 

A      portion  of  the  inhabitants  are  in  a  state  of  slavery,  the  committee 

\      most  strongly  call  to  your  remembrance  what  was  so  fully  stated  to 

\     you  when  you  were  accepted  as  a  missionary  to  the  West  Indies,  that 

^\    your  only  business  i^to  promote  the  moral  and  religious  improvement 

I    of  the  slaves  to  whom  you  may  have  access,  without,  in  the  least 

^i^degree,  in  public  or  private,  interfering  with  their  civil  condition." 

We  have  judged  it  necessary,  for  the  preservation  of  the  children 
of  our  people  from  irreligious  or  unmethodistical  principles  while  pur- 
suing their  education  at  a  distance  from  home,  and  for  the  maintenance 
of  a  due  proportion  of  influence  in  this  great  country,  to  encourage  the 
establishment  of  schools  and  colleges  under  the  control  of  our  ^nual 
Conferences,  at  which  a  liberal  education  should  be  afforded  in  inti- 
mate and  graceful  connection  with  Christian  training.  Accordingly 
we  have  now  twelve  collegiate  and  twenty-one  academic  institutions 
thus  established,  which,  though  not  as  amply  endowed  as  they  require 
to  be,  are  doing  well,  and  we  hope  will  continue  to  do  well. 

Permit  us,  reverend  and  dear  brethren,  to  refer  you  to  our  most 
honoured  and  beloved  brother,  Mr.  Newton,  for  any  further  information 
you  may  desire  on  the  above  subject,  or  the  present  state  of  our  affairs 
in  general.  And  again  we  thank  you  for  having  sent  him  to  us,  whose 
name  had  long  been  known  as  that  of  one  whose  noble  efforts  in  the 
cause  of  Christ  had  placed  him  with  our  Bensons,  Watsons,  Clarkes, 
and  Buntings,  men  who  have  lived  for  the  whole  world,  and  for 
Methodism  m  all  the  world.  And  we  pray  for  his  safe  return  to  you, 
and  that  it  may  please  God  our  heavenly  Father  to  make  him  more 
and  more  useful  among  you,  even  to  old  age.  If  it  shall  please  God 
that  our  venerated  and  beloved  Bishop  Soule  shall  be  in  health  to  do 
80,  and  the  work  can  possibly  allow  it,  we  expect  him  to  make  it  con- 
venient to  visit  your  Conference  two  years  hence ;  and  we  have  ap- 
pointed one  of  our  body  to  accompany  him  to  you,  or  if  the  Bishop 
cannot  go,  to  represent  us  fully  at  that  time.  And  we  solicit  brethren, 
a  continuation  of  this  so  pleasant  and  profitable  interchange,  at  our 
next  General  Conference. 

Finally,  brethren,  we  commend  you  to  God's  most  gracious  bless- 
ing, praying  for  you  in  the  love  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ, 
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(fts  you  also  do  for  us,)  that  you  may  be  enriched  with  all  sptritnal 

bleedings  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  abound  in  good  works,  to  the  glory  of 

God,  among  all  people,  and  for  evermore. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  ike  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist 

Episcopal  Church,  held  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  May,  1840. 

R.  R.  Roberts, 
Joshua  Soule, 
Elijah  Hbdoino, 
Jas.  O.  Andrew, 
Beverly  Wauoh, 
Thos.  a.  Morris. 
John  A.  Collins,  Secretmy. 


D.— REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  CHARTERED 

FUND. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Chartered 
Fund  of  the  Methodist  Episcc^al  Church,  in  the  United  States  of 
~  America,  in  coiiformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  charter,  have  had  the 
same  under  consideration,  and  beg  leave  to  report  :-^ 

That  the  trustees  have  been  faithful  and  diligent  in  the  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  their  office,  and  are  entitled  to  the  confidence  and  gratitude 
of  the  church  for  the  manner  in  which  they  have  watched  over  the 
interest  of  this  important  institution. 

The  amount  of  stock,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1840,  amounted  to 
$34,009  74. 

The  avails,  investments,  dividends,  &c.,  have  been  paid  over  to  the 
several  Conferences  ;  and  we  refer  to  the  accounts  accompanying  the 
report  of  the  trustees  for  a  full  and  particular  statement  of  all  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  of  the  past  four  years. 

Two  of  the  members  of  the  Board  have  been  removed  bv  death  from 
the  scenes  of  their  toils  and  labours  on  earth  to  the  rewards  and  bless- 
edness of  heaven — Alexander  Cook  and  Thomas  Jackson,  men  wdi 
known  and  highly  esteemed,  and  whose  loss  we  sincerely  deplore. 

Your  committee  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  resolutions : — 

1.  Resolved,  by  the  members  of  the  General  Conference,  Thatw^ 
have  undiminished  confidence  in  the  zeal,  integrity,  and  ability  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  Chartered  Fund  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  hereby  tender  to  them  our  acknowledgments  for  the  faithful  and 
successful  manner  in  which  they  have  performed  the  duties  of  ^ir 
ofiice. 

2.  Resolved,  That  we  have  heard,  with  deep  sensibility,  of  the  death 
of  Alexander  Cook  and  Thomas  Jackson,  two  of  the  members  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  and  sincerely  condole  with  the  relatives  and  friends 
of  the  deceased  in  the  loss  which  they  have  been  called  to  sustain. 

3.  Resolved,  That  Samuel  Neal  and  Thomas  Wihner,  of  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  chosen  and  appointed  Trus- 
tees of  the  Chartered  Fund,  to  ffll  the  vacancies  occasioned  by  the 
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death  of  Messrs.  Cook  and  Jackson ;  the  nominations  having  been 
made  to  the  Conference  in  confonnity  to  the  prorisions  of  i£e  third 
article  of  the  charter. 

4.  Resolved,  That  a  certificate  of  &e  choice,  and  appointment  of 
.  Samuel  Neal  and  Thomas  Wilmer,  as  Trustees  of  the  Chartered  Fund, 
signed  by  the  President  and  countersigned  by  the  Secretary  of  this 
Conference,  be  issued,  and  directed  to  the  Trustees  of  the  said  corpo- 
ration, to  the  end  that  said  certificate  may  be  registered  in  the  books 
of  the  corporation,  and  that  the  persons  thus  chosen  and  appointed 
may  enjoy  all  the  power  and  immunities  of  members  of  the  corporation 
as  aforesaid. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

N.  Banos,  Chairmtm. 

BaUimaret  May  29,  1840. 


E^PASTORAL  ADDRESS. 

Dbabjct  Beu^ved  Bretbrsn, — As  the  representatives  of  the 
several  Annual  Conferences  in  General  Conference  assembled,  we  as- 
sume the  pleasing  duty  of  addressing  to  you  our  Christian  salutations: 
^  Grace  be  unto  you,  and  peace  from  God  our  Father,  and  from  the 
Losd  Jesus  Christ,"  both  now  and  for  ever. 
In  reviewing  the  history  of  the  past  four  years,  while  we  see  some 

reccasioBS  for  humiliation  before  God,  we  see  much  in  the  dealings  of 
our  heavenly  Father  with  us  which  calls  aloud  for  gratitude  and  praise. 
The  unwelcome  and  startling  fact  of  a  diminution  of  the  numbers  in 

.society  had  awakened  in  our  minds  great  solicitude.  Fearing  lest  we 
had  so  far  departed  from  our  original  purity  of  character  as  to  be  cursed 
with  barrenness,  and  to  give  place  to  others  whom  God  would  consti- 

:tote  more  appropriate  instruments  in  achieving  the  moral  renovation  of 
the  world,  we  sent  up  our  cry  to  heaven,  "  Spare  thy  people,  O  Lord, 

>and  give  not  thine  heritage  to  reproach."  At  this  point  in  our  history 
we  very  justly  Cimcladed  that  instead  of  indulging  in  iruitless  specula- 
tions upon  the  causes  which  had  brought  about  this  state  of  things,  it 

ife^uob  US  to  gird  ourselves  for  new  exertions,  and  to  look  up  to  the 

'^eat  Head  <^  the  ehurch  for  a  renewed  and  signal  manifestation  of 
his  power  and  grace,  to  raise  the  fainting  spirits  and  cheer  the  tremb- 

-  Hng  hearts  of  the  armies  of  our  Israel.    And  how  wonderfully  hare 

'  onr  efibrts  been  succeeded !  Truly  may  we  say,  **  In  a  little  wrath  he 
hid  his  face  from  us,  for  a  moment,  but  with  everlasting  kindness"  has 

.ihe  hsd' "  mercy  Upon  us." 

Within  the  last  year  the  state  of  the  American  Methodist  Church 

:has  assumed  a  most  interesting  and  cheering  aspect.  The  spirit  of 
grace  and  supplication  has  been  poured  out  upon  her,  and  her  converts 

vhave  been  greatly  multiplied.  Extensive  and  powerful  revivals  have 
lieen  reported  through  our  excellent  periodicals,  from  almost  every 

.point  of  the  wide  fieM  occupied  by  our  regular  itinerant  ministry,  or 
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hy  otfr  miftsionazies.    Multitudes  of  fsUen  and  misetable  men  luvre  bem 

happily  renovated  and  Drought  within  the  pale  of  the  church.  Many 
desolate  and  barren  fields  have  become  as  the  garden  of  the  Lord ; 
presenting  to  the  gaze  of  the  world  the  variegated  tints  of  moral  beauty, 
sending  up  to  heaven  the.  sweet  odours  of  pure  devotion,  and  yielding 
the  precious  fruits  of  righteousness,  to  the  glory  and  honour  of  God. 

The  fast  centenary  of  Methodism  has  brought  with  it  a  state  of  great 
enlargement  and  prosperity.  The  pious  ^eal  which  you  exhibited  in 
the  appropriate  celebration  of  this  new  era  in  our  history,  and  the 
liberal  offeriiigs  you  presented  to  the  church,  exhibit  a  praiseworthy 
regard  to  her  institutions,  and  doubtless  constitute  a  sacrifice  with 
which  God  is  well  pleased.  Though,  on  this  interesting  occasion, 
you  did  no  more  than  was  your  duty  to  do,  God  blessed  you  in  the 
deed.  Having  brought  your  tithes  into  the  store-house  of  the  Lord, 
and  proved  him  therewith,  he  has  poured  you  out  a  blessing  that  these 
is  scarcely  ro<Hn  to  contain. 

It  affords  us  great  pleasure  to  witness  the  strong  tendency  whioh  de- 
velops itself  among  the  Melodists  to  adhere  to  the  peculiar  principles 
-which  haye  characterized  them  from  the  beginning,  and  to  remain  one 
and  indissoluble.  Though  some  have  entered  into  *^  doubtful  disputa- 
tions,'* and  a  few  of  our  societies  have  been  hurtfully  agitated,  yet,  to 
the  honour  of  our  enlightened  membership,  and  to  the  glory  of  God, 
would  we  at  this  time  express  our  solemn  conviction,  Uiat  the  gzieat 
mass  of  our  people  have  remained  "  firm  as  a  wall  of  brass'*  'midst 
the  commotions  of  conflicting  elements.  There  seems  at  this  moment 
far  less  occasion  to  fear  from  the  causes. of  dissension  than  there  was 
at  the  last  meeting  of  this  Conference.  Indeed,  brethren,  we  hate  no 
doubt  but  if  we  all  continue  to  **  walk  by  the  same  rule,  and  to  mind 
the  same  things,"  in  which  in  the  order  of  God  we  hare  been  instructed, 
**  the  gates  of  hell  shall  not  prevail  against  us,"  and  the  enemy  who 
would  divide  and  scatter,  in  order  to  destroy  us,  will  be  disapjpointed. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  present  session  of  the  General 
Conference,  memorials  have  been  presented,  principally  from  the 
northern  and  eastern  divisions  of  the  work,  some  praying  for  the  action 
of  the  Conference  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  and  others  askiaff  for 
zadical  changes  in  the  economy  of  the  church.  The  results  of  the 
deliberations  of  the  committees  to  whom  these  memorials  had  a  ne- 
spectful  reference,  and  the  fina}  action  of  the  Conference  upon  diem, 
may  be  seen  among  the  doings  of  this  body,  as  reported  and  published. 
The  issue  in  several  instances  is  probably  different  from  what  the  me- 
morialists may  have  thought  they  had  reason  to  expect.  But  it  is  to  be 
hoped  they  will  not  suppose  the  General  Conference  haa  either  denied 
them  any  legitimate  right,  or  been  wanting  in  a  proper  respect  for 
their  opinions.  Such  is  the  diversity  of  habits  of  thought,  manners, 
customs,  and  domestic  relations  among  the  people  of  this  vast  Repnb- 
lic,  and  such  the  diversity  of  the  institutions  of  the  sovereign  states  of 
the  confederacy,  that  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  an  easy  task  to  snit  all 
the  incidental  circumstances  of  our  economy  to  the  views  and  feelings 
of  the  vast  mass  of  minds  interested.  We  pray^  therefare,  that  bim- 
fen  whose  views  may  have  t>een  crossed  by  the  acts  of  this  Coate- 
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imoe,  will  at  least  giv^  us  the  credit  of  having  acted  in  good  faith,  and 
of  not  having  regarded  private  ends  or  party  interests,  but  th^  best 
good  of  the  whole  family  of  American  Methodists. 

Radical  changes  in  our  economy  are  conceived  to  be  fraught  with 
danger.  After  having  so  long,  and  under  such  a  variety  of  circuHi- 
fitances,  proved  the  efficiency  of  our  existing  institutions,  we  conceive 
that  it  is  now  no  time  to  go  into  untried  experiments.  The  leading 
features  of  our  excellent  Book  of  Discipline,  we  have  every  reason  to 
believe,  commend  themselves  alike  to  itte  enlightened  judgments  and 
to  the  pious  feelings  of  the  great  mass  of  our  people.  Upon  this  sub- 
ject they  hold  the  sentiment  expressed  in  the  language  of  our  Lord : 
*'  No  man  having  drunk  old  wine  straightway  desireth  new,  for  he 
saith  the  old  is  better."  They  desire  to  continue  on  in  the  same  tried 
path,  and  preserve,  in  its  simplicity  and  purity,  Methodiom  as  we  re- 
ceived it  from  our  fathers.  With  these  convictions,  we  should  prove 
recreant  to  the  trust  committed  to  us  were  we  in  the  slightest  degree 
to  yield  to  the  spirit  of  innovation. 

After  this  free  expression  of  our  views  and  feelings  in  relation  to 
those  great  interests  which  naturally  come  under  review  in  such  a 
communication,  will  you,  brethren,  permit  us,  as  your  pastors  and  ser- 
vants, for  Jesus'  sake,  to  "  stir  up  your  pure  minds  by  way  of  remem- 
brance," in  relation  to  several  important  duties,  which  at  the  present 
time  especially  demand  your  utmost  care  and  diligence  ? — 

1.  In  addition  to  the  ordinary  means  of  grace  to  which  we  are  bound 
to  attend  as  Christians,  there  are  certain  duties  which  are  obligatory 
on  us  as  Methodists.  Among  these  are  our  doss  me^ngs  and  love 
feasts.  Numerous  melancholy  instances  have  proved  that  these 
means  cannot  be  wantonly  neglected  by  our  people  without  the  loss  of 
their  religious  comfort,  a  total  paralysis  of  their  spiritual  energies,  and 
utter  uselessness  in  the  church.  As  you  then  desire  to  be'  useful,  to 
be  happy,  and  to  glorify  God  in  this  life  and  that  which  is  to  come,  we 
beseech  you,  brethren,  never  for  a  moment  decline  in  your  attention  to 
these  precious  means  of  grace. 

2.  Exercise  the  utmost  vigilance  and  care  over  the  morad  and  reli- 
gious training  of  the  rising  generation.  In  a  very  few  days  we  shall  be 
with  our  fathers :  and  it  is  for  us  now  to  say  what  influence  our  children 
shall  exert  upon  the  condition  of  society,  and  the  destinies  of  the 
world,  when  we  are  no  more.  Give  your  infant  offspring  to  God  in 
holy  baptism.  When  they  are  of  sufficient  age,  put  them  into  the 
sabbath  school,  impart  to  them  personal  religious  instruction,  pray  in- 
cessantly for  their  conversion  and  salvation,  and  by  all  means,  if  possi- 
ble, give  them  the  advantages  of  the  excellent  institutions  of  learning 
whidi  have  been  reared  by  your  benevolent  and  praiseworthy  exertions. 

S.  We  would  also  apprize  you  who  are  heads  of  families  of  the  vast 
importance  of  supplying  those  committed  to  your  trust  with  such 
reading  as  will  have  a  tendency  to  make  them  wiser  and  better.  Pre- 
occupy their  attention  with  our  excellent  books  and  periodicals,  and  to 
the  utmost  of  your  power  guard  them  against  the  dreadful  tide  of  froth 
and  corruption  which  is  making  such  ravages  upon  the  intellectual  and 
moral  character  of  the  age,  under  the  general  title  of  nwels.     These 
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ptdblications,  with  very  few  exceptions,  like  the  dreadful  sirocco,  blast, 
end  either,. and  destroy  wherever  they  come;  Superinducing  a  state 
of  intellectual  languor,  and  blunting  the  moral  feelings,  th^  prepare 
the  young  mind  for  the  more  open  and  decided  demonstrations  of  error, 
in  the  various  forms  of  infidelity,  or  make  it  an  easy  prey  to  the  se* 
ductions  of  vice.  Recollect  that  ''to  the  hungry  soul  every  bitter 
thing  is  sweet/'  Take  care,  then,  to  supply  the  appropriate  aliment 
of  the  mind  in  sufficient  variety  and  abundance,  that  mere  may  be  left 
no  opening  for  the  entrance  of  these  mischievous  agents. 

4.  We  furthermore  exhort  you,  brethren,  not  to  forget  the  high  and 
holy  object  of  our  organization.  We  profess  to  be  "  a  company  of 
men  having  the  form  and  seeking  the  power  of  godliness ;  united  in 
order  to  pray  together,  to  receive  the  word  of  exhortation,  and  to  help 
each  other  work  out  their  salvation."  We  are  a  voluntary  association, 
organized,  as  we  believe,  according  to  the  will  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  for  purposes  of  a  ffureh/  spiritud  nature.  It  was  with  reference 
to  our  mutual  spiritual  edification  that  we  struck  hands  before  God's 
altar,  and  eave  to  each  other  pledges  of  fbture  fidelity.  Let  us  then 
labour  to  the  utmost  to  do  each  other  good,  prayine  for  one  another, 
**  bearing  each  other's  burdens,  and  so  fulfilling  the  law  of  Christ," 
*'  forgiving  one  another  if  any  have  a  quarrel  against  another."  Our 
obligations  to  these  duties  we  took  upon  ourselves  voluntarily,  and 
under  the  most  solemn  circumstances.  Can  we  then  lightly  cast  them 
off,  or  claim  them  at  die  hands  of  others,  when  we  will  not  discharge 
them  ourselves  ?    Nay^  brethren,  they  are  mutual,  perpetual,  inviolable. 

5.  We  exhort  and  beseech  you,  brethren,  by  the  tender  mercies  of 
our  God,  that  yxm  strive  for  the  *'  mind  that  was  in  Christ  Jesus."  Be 
not  content  with  mere  childhood  in  religion';  but,  "  having  the  princi- 
ples of  the  doctrines  of  Christ,  go  on  unto  perfection."  The  doctrine  of 
^9wHn  sancHficfOion  constitutes  a  leading  feature  of  original  Methodism. 
But  let  us  not  suppose  it  enough  to  have  this  doctrine  in  our  standards : 
let  us  labour  to  have  the  experience  and  the  power  of  it  in  our  hearts* 
Be  assured,  brethren,  that  if  our  influence  and  usefulness,  as  a  reli- 
gions community,  depend  upon  one  thing  more  than  any  other,  it  is 
upon  our  oanying  out  the  great  doctrine  of  sanctification  in  our  life 
and  conversation.  When  we  fail  to  do  this,  then  shall  we  lose  our 
pre-eminence ;  and  the  halo  of  glory  which  surrounded  the  heads,  and 
lit  up  the  path  of  our  sainted  fathers,  will  have  departed  from  their  un- 
wortby  sons.  O,  brethren,  let  your  motto  be,  **  Holiness  to  the  Lord." 
**  And  may  the  God  of  peace  sanctify  jrou  wholly,  and  we  pray  God, 
&at  your  whole  spirit,  and  soul,  and  body,  be  preserved  blameless 
wito  the  coming  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Faithful  is  he  that  calleth 
you,  who  also  will  do  it." 

*' Finally,  brethren,  whatsoever  things  are  true,  whatsoever  things  are 
honest,  whatsoever  things  are  just,  whatsoever  things  are  pure,  whatso- 
ever things  are  lovely,  whatsoever  things  are  of  good  report ;  if  there 
be  any  virtue,  if  there  be  any  praise,  think  on  these  things."  And 
now,  we  *'  commend  you  to  God  and  the  word  of  his  grace,  who  is 
ftUe  to  build  you  up,  and  to  gi^  yon  an  inheritance  among  them  thai 
are  sanctified,"    Ambn. 

11 
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F.— REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  EDUCATION. 

The  Committee  on  Education  beg  leave  to  report,  that  the  institik' 
lions  of  learning  naped  in  the  following  schedule  have  been  retina- 
ed  to  them  as  being  under  the  patronage,  and  more  or  less  under  the 
control,  of  the  Annual  Conferences  within  whpse  territories  they  are 
located.  They  are  named  in  the  order  in  which  the  Conferences  stand 
on  the  roll  of  the  General  Conference,  vijs. : — 

New-York  Conference. — Wesleyan  University,  White  Plains  Acad- 
emy, and  Amenia  Seminaiy. 

New-England  Conference. — Wesleyan  University,  and  Wilhrahw 
Academy.  ^ 

Maine  Conference. — ^Maine  Wesleyan  Seminary. 

New-Hampshire  Conference. — ^Newbury  Seminary,  and  Soutli  New- 
Market  Seminary. 

Troy  Conference. — Troy  Conference  Academy. 

Pittsburg  Conference. — ^Alleghany  College. 

Erie  Conference. — Alleghany  College. 

Black  River  Conference. — Gouvemeur  High  School. 

Oneida  Conference. — Gouverneur  Wesleyan  Semiaaiy. 

Michigan  Conference. — Norwalk  Seminary,  Huron  co,«  Ohia^ 

Genesee  Conference. — Genesee  Wesleyan  Seminary. 

Ohio  Conference. — Worthington  Female  Seminary,  Augusta  C^Iege^ 
Blendon  Young  Men's  Seminary,  and  Canton  Female  Seminary. 

Missouri  Conference. — St.  Charles  College. 

Illinois  Conference. — ^M'Kendreean  College. 

Kentucky  Conference.-^ Augusta  College. 

Indiana  Conference.— Asbury  University. 

Holston  Conference. — Henry  and  Emoiy  College,  and  H^dstea 
.  College. 

Tennessee  Conference. — ^La  Grange  College, 

Arkansas  Conference. — 

Mississippi  Conference. — ^Elizabeth  Female  Academy^  EuMNry 
Academy,  Yicksburg  Academy,  Woodville  Femide  Aoadeny. 

Alabami^  Conference. — La  Grange  College. 

Georgia  Conference.— Emoiy  College,  Georgia  Female  CoUe^ 
Greorgia  Conference  Manual  Labour  Schocd,  Cdlingaw<mh  Institute^ 
Wesley  Manual  Labour  School. 

South  ICarolina  Conference. — ^Cokesbury  Mapual  Labour  School, 
Randolph  Macon  College. 

North  Carolina  Conference. — Randolph  Macon  College,  Clemoni- 
yiUe  Male  and  Female  Academy,  Greensboro'  Female  College,  Leea- 
Wg  Academy. 

^ginia  Conferenoe.-r-Randolph  Macon  College,  Female  CoUegiaItt 
Institute. 

Baltimore  Conference.-:^Dickinson  CpUeg^ 

Philadelphia  Conference. — Dickinson  College. 

]^ew- Jersey  Conferpnce.-rDic]4nsoQ  Col3«ge,  and  PecminglDa  Mide 
Seminary.   . 


Rbp&H  0f  the  Cmmiitee  m  Education,  Iti 

lliMe  iintitotions  are  represented  to  be  in  a  thriTing  condition  geh- 
hMly ;  some  hare  funds  invested  to  an  amount  safficient  to  pay  their 
annticd  expenses :  most  of  them,  however,  experience  embarrassment 
for  want  of  a  sufficient  permanent  endowment.  Some  of  them  have 
connected  manual  labour  with  literary  instruction,  and  several  of  those 
are  successfully  prosecuting  that  peculiar  system  of  education.  The 
prke  of  board  and  tuition  is  generally  very  low,  perhaps  too  low,  and 
your  committee  believe,  that  in  some  instances  this  has  occasioned 
embarrassment,  which  might  have  been  avoided  without  impairing  the 
advantages  intended  to  be  secured.  The  salaries  of  the  officers  are  . 
generally  moderate,  though  there  are  exceptions  to  this  remark ;  and  your 
committee  believe  that  the  trustees  of  institutions  in  which  the  salaries 
are  too  large  would  promote  the  interests  of  education  if  they  would 
take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  reducing  th^m.  Yet  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  no  invariable  standard  can  be  fixed,  and  that  the  true  value 
of  the  salary  can  only  be  estimated  from  the  relative  value  of  money 
to  the  commodities  which  are  to  be  purchased  by  it.  The  interest  now 
so  generally  manifested  for  the  promotion  of  education  constitutes  the 
present  age  an  epoch  in  the  intellectual  history  of  our  race» — it 
scarcely  requires  encouragement,  but  loudly  demands  direction,  and 
diose  who  are  intrusted  with  the  guidance  of  the  public  feeling  upon 
ihis  subject  should  be  careful  not  to  waste  those  new-bom  energies  by 
dispersion,  but  should  concentrate  them  upon  the  institutions  most 
fikely  to  be  extensively  useful,  until  they  are  perfected  and  permanently 
established. 

Your  comn^ttee  believe  that  the  advantages  of  education  are  most 
widely  diffused  and  certainly  secured,  by  multiplying  institutions  .of 
learning  within  proper  limits,  but  it  is  obvious  enough  that  if  their 
number  is  too  great  to  admit  of  their  being  competently  endowed,  the 
ends  of  their  creation  must  be  defeated ;  it  is  certainly  wise  policy, 
therefore,  for  the  different  Annual  Conferences  to  secure  the  perma- 
nence of  those  already  established,  before  they  attempt  to  found  others. 

In  regard  to  the  course  of  studies  to  be  pursued  in  our  literary  institu- 
dons,  to  which  the  attention  of  the  committee  has  been  called  in  the 
Address  of  the  Bishops,  and  by  a  resolution  of  the  Baltimore  Confer- 
ence, they  believe  that  it  wotdd  be  inexpedient  to  lay  down  a  course 
whibh  should  be  pursued  in  all  cases.  The  Board  of  Trustees  and 
Fltcttltiei^  will  desire  to  exercise  some  control  in  this  matter,  and  it 
seems  to  your  committee  proper  that  they  should.  There  is  a  wide 
and  allowable  difference  of  opinion  upon  the  aubject,  and  an  attempt 
to  produce  uniformity  would  be  most  likely  to  cause  dissatisfaction, 
widiout  accomplishing  the  object ;  but  your  committee  do  not  hesitate 
(o  recommend  that  the  commonly-received  English  version  of  the  Bible 
should  be  introduced  into  every  school  and  college,  and  that  it  should 
be  studied  according  to  some  system  which  may  be  adopted  by  the 
different  Boards  of  Instruction  in  their  several  institutions,  and  in  those 
institutions  which  enbrace  the  ancient  languages,  they  recommend  that 
the  Old  and  New  Testaments  be  studied  in  the  originals  critically ; 
they  also  recommend  that  the  *' Evidences  of  Christianity,"  and 
*^  EJcclesiastical  History,*'  constitute  a  part  of  the  regular  course  in  all 


cor  edleges  and  imifemties.  When  it  is  remwnberod  ibat  hoadieB 
mythology,  Roman  and  Grecian  archeologyi  v^d  profane  history,  enter 
into  the  regular  course  of  most  literary  institntions,  and  are  believed 
to  be  essential  to  the  education  of  an  accomplished  scholar,  it  can  need 
but  little  argument  to  prove  that  knowledge,  so  much  more  important, 
should  be  imparted  to  the  student. 

Your  committee  recommend  that  in  all  the  universities  and  colleges 
under  the  control  of  the  church,  the  instruction  given  in  every  depart- 
ment of  science  and  literature,  in  their-  broadest  sense,  be  fdl  and 
thor&ugh.  Some  arguments  may  be  urged  in  favour  of  a  limited  edaca- 
tion,  none  can  have  weight  in  favour  of  a  superficial  one :  a  limited 
education  is  better  than  none,  and  one  who  cannot  take  a  full  course, 
may  be  greatly  profited  by  a  partial  one,  provided  it  is  thorou^ ;  but 
those  who  are  superficially  taught,  have  lost  their  time  and  money,  and 
at  the  close  of  their  collegiate  education  are  helpless  in  themselves  and 
useless  to  the  community.  It  is  a  happy  omen  to  the  world,  that  the 
church  generally  is  awaking  to  the  sense  of  its  responsibility  in  pro- 
vidincr  for,  sustaining,  and  directing  public  education.  It  must  not 
shrink  from  this  responsibility ;  it  cannot  without  hazarding  the  most 
fiOal  consequences.  Mind,  energized  by  its  own  exertions,  and 
furnished  from  the  armories  of  science,  unless  controlled  by  die 
restraints,  and  guided  by  the  counsels  of  religion,  becomes  the  most 
powerful  auxiliary  which  infidelity  and  vice  ever  won  over  to  their 
cause ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  intellect— <*  brought  into  ci^vity 
to  the  obedience  of  Christ,"  august  in  the  integrity  of  its  object  and  tl&s 
directness  of  its  means,  vigorous  from  the  concentration  of  power  to 
one  end,  and  invigorated  by  the  special  blessins  of  God,  given  to  those 
who  seek  to  honour  him,  when  supplied  with  the  argument  which  the 
learning  of  this  age  fumi8hes--become8  a  champion  for  Christiani^, 
before  whom  infidelity,  superstition,  and  bigotry,  must  cower  and  faU. 
It  is  readily  conceded  that  principles  of  moraUty  should  be  taught  as 
soon  as  they  can  be  understood.  It  inevitably  follows  that  religion^ 
which  furnishes  the  only  incontrovertible  arguments  to  prove  the  obliga« 
tions  of  morality,  and  the  only  sanction  which  can  enforce  its  precepts, 
should  be  taught  still  earlier ;  and  that  all  knowledge  which  is  afler-* 
ward  impart^  should  be  harm<»iized  with  it.  The  neglect  of  this 
obvious  duty  has  caused  the  strange  result  that  education  fostered 
infidelity.  It  first  grew  out  of  the  efforts  made  to  improve  the  gross 
absurdities  and  foul  deformities  of  a  godless  and  miscalled  Christianity 
upon  the  mind ;  and,  unhappily,  has  been  suffered  to  continue  after  the 
cause  ceased  to  exist.  It  should  he  so  no  longer.  Science,  in  its 
conventional  sense,  is  a  knowledge  of  the  works  of  God,  the  la«73 
which  govern  them,  their  relations  to  each  other,  and  their  combina- 
tion into  one  harmonious  whole.  Its  discoveries  demonstrate  the 
exbtence  of  a  God  ;  and  learning,  in  its  widest  sense,  arranging  and 
concentrating  the  facts,  proves,  fc^  a  circumstantiality  of  evidence  and 
a  directness  of  inference  which  are  irresistible,  that  tUs  God  is  the 
Gad  of  the  Bible,  the  Father  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ ; 
and  the  time  has  come  when,  if  the  church  is  true  to  her  trust,  learning 
will  be  the  great  agent  in  promoting  religion,  by  every  one  of  her  ten 
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i  inBMHiefitAMds,  afid  over  all  die  faee  of  thia  eaith.  In  View 
of  the  premisea,  your  committee  believe  that  no  jealousy  should  be  felt 
in  relatt<m  to  the  calls  which  our  schools  ai^  colleges  are  maJdng 
upM  the  ministry  for  teachers  and  professors.  The  number  required 
will  be  necessarily  small  in  proportion  to  the  whole  number  of  ministers, 
and  when  they  are  oAerwise  properly  qudi&ed,  they  are  undoubtedly 
the  most  aoitable  persons  to  be  em|do3red  in  the  business  of  education. 
No  lear  need  be  «itort»ned  lest  their  labour  should  be  too  light,  or 
that  they  should  become  effeminate  and  self-indulgent ;  a  little  experi- 
ence wmdd  soon  remove  such  apprehensions.  Your  committee  can  see 
no  good  reatontekf  preaehers  on  tried  should  not  be  appointed  to  schools 
and  colleges. 

Your  (committee  do  not  believe  that  the  Conference  should  make  any 
regulation  controlliAg  or  limiting  the  episcopal  power  of  stationing  the 
pi^acbers,  and  in  answer,  therefore,  to  ihe  quesdon  asked  by  the 
Superintendents  in  their  Address  whether  an  appointment  to  seminaries 
of  learning,  when  an  Annual  Conference  requests  such  a  one  to  b6 
made,  renders  it  oUigatory  upon  the  Bishop  to  comply  wi^  the  request  ? 
wodd  recommend  tbat  it  be  answered  in  the  negative. 

In  conchision,  your  committee,  in  view  of  the  vast  importance  of  this 
great  trust  committed  to  the  church,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  per- 
9ia»ent  provision  for  sustaining  our  literary  institutions,  recommena  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution,  viz. : — 

Resolved,  That  any  Annual  Conference  may  direct  public  collec- 
tions to  be  taken  up  by  the  preachers  .in  charge  of  circuits  and  stations, 
in  each  society,  once  in  6ach  yesr^  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  die 
literary  institutions  under  its  contrd  or  patronage,  if  it  sbould  ju&e  it 
expedient  so  to  do,  or  may  adopt  such  other  meastnre  for  that  end  as 
nay  seem  to  t^e  members  thereof  most  advisable. 
AH  "irfaich  is  respectfully  submitted, 

loNATitrs  A.  Tsw;  CJbifSMm. 

BMmm,  Ma^  Mth,  I840. 


G.— CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  UNION 
OP  THE  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH. 

Articlet.— The  title  of  this  association  shall  be»  ''The  Sunday 
School  Union  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  ChurcL*' 

Art.  II.— The  object  of  this  society  shall  be,  to  promote  the  cause 
of  Sabbath  Schools  in  connection  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  thus  by  a  careful  religious  training  of  those  who  may  be  brought 
within  its  influence,  seek  to  promote  the  glory  of  Grod  and  the  happiness 
of  mankind. 

Art.  III.— The  payment  of  one  dollar  annually  shall  constitute  a 
member  of  this  society;  the  payment  of  ten  dollars  or  more,  at  one 
time,  shall  constitute  a  member  for  life ;  and  the  pajrment  of  fifty 
dollars,  at  one  time,  a  director  for  life.    Any  Sunday  School,  Sunday 
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Sebool  Society,  or  Vman,  may  become  amdlkiy  by  eipneiting  a  wish 
to  that  effect,  and  by  forwarding  yearly,  without  expense  to  this  society, 
a  copy  of  its  annuid  report  and  a  list  of  its  officers.  An  Annual  Ckm* 
ference,  promoting  the  objects  of  this  society,  shall  be  entitled  to  dect 
a  Yice-F^sident. 

Art.  IV . — ^The  funds  of  the  society  shall  be  expended  at  the  discre- 
tion  of  the  Qoard  of  Managers,  in  defrajring  the  current  esMnsee  of 
the  Union,  and  in  forwarding  the  objects  contemplated  by  the  second 
article  of  the  Ckmstitution. 

In  all  cases  of  application  for  aid,  if  relief  be  deemed  necessary,  it 
shall  be  granted  in  bo(^,  unless  the  circumstances  seem  to  demand 
the  appropriation  of  money.  In  case  of  more  calls  on  the  Board 
for  aid  than  they  can  meet,  they  shall  appropriate  to  the  relief  of  the 
most  necessitous  cases  first,  without  respect  to  location* 

Art.  V. — ^The  Board  of  Managers  shall  consist  of  a  Fresid^t,  who 
shall  be  the  senior  Bishop  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church ;  of  Vice* 
Presidents,  who  shall  be  the  remaining  Bishops,  ranking  acoordin|[  to 
seniority  in  office,  the  Conference  Vice-Presidents,  and  two  other  Vice* 
Presidents,  chosen  annually  by  the  society ;  a  Conespondiag  Secre- 
tary, a  Recording  Secretary,  a  Treasurer,  and  twenty-four  lay  member^, 
and  the  travelling  preachers  stationed  in  the  city  and  county  of  New- 
York,  or  engag^  in  the  Book  Room,  together  with  the  Presiding 
Elder  of  the  New-York  district. 

Art.  YI. — ^The  annual  meeting  of  this  society  shall  be  held  on  the 
second  Wednesday  in  April,  when  the  Corresponding  Secretary  shall 
submit  the  annual  report,  the  Treasurer  exhibit  a  certified  statement  of 
his  accounts,  and  the  election  of  officers  and  managers  for  the  ensuing 
year  be  held.  There  shall  also  be  h^ld  an  anniTersary  meeting  of  the 
society,  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  Board  of  Managers  may  appoint. 

Art.  YII. — ^The  Board  of  Managers  shall  have  the  power  to  form 
their  own  by-laws ;  to  fiill  vacancies  occurring  during  the  year ;  to  caU 
special  meetings  of  the  society  whenever  they  shall  deem  necessary ; 
to  prejpare  and  circulate  such  Sunday-School  information,  appeals,  or 
directions,  as  they  may  think  proper ;  to  give  orders  on  the  Book  Agents 
fiyr  such  books  as  may  be  needed  ;  and  to  transact  such  other  business 
as  of  righ^  belongs  to  their  station,  and  which  the  interests  of  the 
Union  may  demand. 

Art.  YIII. — ^This  Constitution  cannot  be  altered  except  by  the  General 
Conference  of  ^e  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  then  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  society  at  a  meeting  called  for  that  purpose, 
alter  at  least  one  month's  public  notice ;  or  by  the  society,  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Greneral  Conferonce  . 


H.— REPORT  ON  THE  WESTMORELAND  PETITION. 

/       The  eomoiittee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memoriAl  uid  appeal  of 
j    some  fifteen  officiid  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  ill 
;    Westmoreland  circuit,  Baltimore  Conference,  on  the  subject  of  alleged 
'     withholdment  of  right  from  a  pcmion  of  the  local  ministry  within  the 
limits  of  that  Conference,  and  to  whom  was  likewise  referred  the  re- 
port of  the  jttdiciaary  committee  upon  a  similar  remonstrance  from  the 
same  division  of  the  Baltimore  Conference,  signed  by  about  thirQr  ofll> 
ciai  members  of  the  church,  and  addressed  to  the  General  Conference 
In  1836,  after  giving  to  the  subject  die  attention  its  obvious  importance 
demands,  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  as  the  result  of  their  deli- 
berations : — 

The  particular  portion,  or  rather  general  section  of  country  in  which 
these  remonstrances  have  their  origin,  although  belonging  to  the  Bal- 
timore Conference,  is  found  within  the  limits  of  the  state  of  Virginia ; 
and  the  memorialists  represent  in  strong  but  respectful  terms,  that 
local  preachers  within  me  jurisdiction  of  the  Baltimore  Conference, 
but  residing  in  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia,  have>  in  considerable 
numbersi^and  for  a  succession  of  years,  been  rejected  as  applicants  for    I 
deacon's  and  elder's  orders  in  the  ministiy,  solely  on  the  ground  of  '  \ 
their  being  slaveholders,  or  the  owners  of  slaves.      In  the  memorials     | 
referred  to  it  is  distinctly  stated,  that  election  and  ordination  have      \ 
been  withheld  from  the  applicants  in  question  on  no  other  ground  or 
pretence  than  that  of  their  being  the  owners  of  slave  property ;  and  it 
is  further  argued  that  the  Baltimore  Conference  avows  this  to  be  the 
only  reason  of  the  course  they  pursue,  and  which  is  complained  of  by       j 
the  petitioners.     The  appellants  allege  further,  that  the  laws  of  Vir-      | 
ginia  relating  to  slavery  forbid  emancipation,  except  under  restrietionSy      j 
and  subject  to  contingencies  amounting,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  to      ! 
a  prohibition ;  and  that  the  Discipline  of  the  church  having  provided       | 
for  the  ordination  of  ministers  thus  circumstanced,  the  course  pursued       ! 
l^  the  Baltimore  Conference  operates  as  an  abridgment  of  right,  and       \ 
therefore  furnishes  just  ground  of  comfdaint.     The  memorialists  regard       i 
themselves  as  clearly  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  well-known  pn^        I 
visional  exception  to  the  general  rule  on  this  subject  found  in  the  Dis-        \ 
cipliiie;  and  assume  with  confidence,  and  argue  with  firmness  and        | 
ability,  that  no  other  objection  being  found  to  the  character  of  candidates 
for  ordination,  it  is  a  departure  from  the  plain  intendment  of  the  law 
in  the  case,  and  a  violation  of  not  less  express  compact  than  of  social 
justice,  to  withhdd  ordination  for  reasons  which  the  provisions  of  the 
law  plainly  declare  are  not  to  be  considered  as  a  fcnrfeiture  of  right.         ^ 
It  is  set  forth  in  the  argument  of  the  appeDants,  that,  attaching  them- 
selves to  the  church  as  citizens  of  Virginia,  where,  in  the  obvious 
sense  of  the  Discipline,  emancipation  is  irajHracticabie,  the  holding  of  ^ 
slaves,  or  failure  to  emancipate  them,  cannot  be  plead  in  bar  to  the 
right  of  ordination,  as  is  the  case  in  states  where  emancipation,  as  do-      / 
fined  and  qualified  by  the  rule  in  the  case,  is  found  to  be  practicable. 
hk  the  latter  case  the  question  is  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  churchf    ; 
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inasmuch  as  the  holding  or  not  holding  of  property  of  this  kind  die-  / 
.  pends  not  upon  the  constitution  and  regnlauon  of  civil  property,  bnt  | 
upon  the  will  and  purpose  of  indiyiduals.     Under  such  circumstances 
the  cmiduct  in  question  is  voluntary,  and  in  every  final  sense  the  re*  ' 
isult  of  choice.    In  the  former,  however,  where  emancipation  is  re*   i 
sisted  by  the  prolubiti<m  of  law,  it  may  be  otherwise ;  and  in  many  iii« 
stances  is  known  to  be  resulting  entirely  from  the  involuntary  relations 
and  circumstances  of  individuak  connected  with  the  very  structure  of 
civil  polity,  and  the  force  and  array  of  public  opinion  and  popular  us- 
terest.    The  memorialists  advert  to  the  fact,  that  we  have  in  the  Dis- 
cipline two  distinct  classes-  of  legislative  provision  in  relation  to 
slavery— the  one  applying  to  owners  of  slaves  where  emancipatian  is 
practicable,  consistently  with  the  interests  of  master  and  slaves,  and 
the  other  where  it  is  impracticable  without  endangering  such  safety, 
and  these  int^ests  on  the  part  of  both.     With  the  former,  known  as 
the  general  rule  on  this  subject,  the  petitioners  do  not  interfere  in  any 
way,  and  are  content  simply  to  place  themselves  under  the  protection 
of  the  latter  as  contracting  parties  with  the  church ;  and  the  ground 
of  complaint  is  that  the  church  has  failed  to  redeem  the  pledge  oi  its 
own  laws,  by  refusing  or  failing  to  prcmiote  to  office  ministers,  in 
whose  case  no  disability  attaches  on  the  ground  of  slavery,  because 
the  disability  attaching  in  other  cases  is  h^re  removed  by  special  pro- 
vision of  law,  and  so  far  leaves  the  rightMto  ordination  dear  and  un- 
doubted, and  hence  the  complaint  against  the  Bsltimore  Conference. 
In  further  prosecution  of  the  duty  assigned  them,,  your  committee  ]^ve 
carefully  examined  the  law,  and  inquired  into  the  system  of  slavery  as 
it  exists  in  Virginia,  and  find  the  representation  of  the  memorialists 
essentially  ooorect.     The  conditions  with  which  emancipation  is  bur-  I 
dened  in  that  commonwealth,  preclude  the  practicability  of  giving  | 
freedom  to  slaves  as  contemj^ated  in  the  Discipline,  except  in  ex-  ; 
Iremely  rare  instances — say  one  in  a  thousand,  and  possibly  not  more  ; 
than  one  in  five  thousand.     The  exception  in  the  Discipline  is  there- 
fore strictly  applicable  to  all  the  ministers  and  members  of  the  Metho- 
dist Ejnscopal  Church  holding  slaves  in  Virginia,  and  they  aj^pear 
eleaily  eirtMed  to  the  benefit  q(  the  rule  made  and  provided  in  such 


As  emancipation  under  such  circumstances  is  not  a  requiremei^t 
of  Discifdine,  it  cannot  be  made  a  condition  of  eligibility  to  office. 
An  appeal  to  the  policy  and  practice  of  the  church  for  fifty  years  paat 
will  show  inoontestibly,  that,  whatever  may  have  been  the  convictions 
of  the  church  with  regard  to  this  great  evO,  the  nature  and  tendency 
of  the  system  of  slavery,  it  has  never  insisted  upon  emancipation  \n 
contravention  of  civil  authority ;  and  it  therefore  appears  to  be  a  we^- 
settled  and  long-established  principle  in  the  polity  of  the  church  that 
no  ecclesiastical  disabilities  are  intended  to  ensue  either  to  the  miniif- 
lers  or  memb^sof  the  ehnrch  in  those  states  where  the  civil  anthori^ 
fori)ids  emancipation.  The  general  role  therefore  distinctly  and  invarfr 
aUv  reqpiiring  emancipati<m  as  the  ground  of  righ^  and  the  condition  o^ 
olaim  to  ordination  where  the  laws  of  the  several  [rtates  admit  of  ernan* 
oipation,  and  permit  the  libented  slave  to  efijoy  freedom,  and  which^  ia 
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ihe  judgment  of  your  committee,  should  always  be  canied  into  effect 
with  unyielding  firmness,  does  not  apply  to  your  memorialists,  and 
cannot,  by  kny  fair  construction  of  law,  affect  their  rights. 

On  the  other  hand,  your  committee  have  given  the  most  careM 
!  consideration  to  the  position  of  the  Baltimore  Conference  complained     \ 
1  of  by  the  appellants.    The  journals  of  the  sereral  sessions  of  the      j 
•Baltimore  Conference,  for  a  series  of  ye^,  have  been  carefully 
examined,  and  found  to  be  silent  on  the  subject  of  the  rejections  in 
Question,  except  the  single  statement  that  A,  B,  and  C,  from  time  to 
£me,  applied  for  admission  or  orders,  and  were  rejected.    We- find  no 
f  rule  or  reason  of  action,  no  evidence  of  preconcertion,  no  grounds  or 
/  reasons  of  rejection,  stated  in  any  form,  directly  or  indirectly.    No> 
/  thing  of  this  kind  is  avowed  in,  or  found  upon  the  face  of  the  journals 
/    of  that  body.    The  charge  of  particular  motives,  it  occurs  to  your 
committee,  cannot  be  sustained  u^  the  instance  of  a  deliberative  body, 
say  the  Baltimore  Conference,  unless  it  appears  in  evidence  that  the 
motives  have  been  avowed  by  ^  majority  of  the  Conference ;  antTitis 
not  in  proof  that  the  Conference  has  ever  had  an  action  to  this  effect, 
whatever  may  have  been  the  declaration  of  individuals  sustaining  the 
charge  of  the  appellants.    The  fact  charged  without  reference  to  mo- 
tives, that  there  has  been  a  long  list  pf  rejections,  both  as  it  regards 
admission  into  the  travelling  connection  and  ordination,  until  the 
exception  seems  to  be  made  a  general  rule,  is  undoubtedly  true,  and 
is  not  denied  by  the  defendants.    The  evidence,  however,  ip.  relation 
to  specific  reasons  and  motives  is  defective,  and  does  not  appear  to 
sustain  the  charge  of  a  contravention  of  right  by  any  direct  accreditedj 
action  of  the  Baltimore  Conference  had  in  the  premises.  7 

That  this  view  of  the  subject  presents  a  serious  difficulty,  is  felf 
by  your  committee,  and  must  be  so  by  all.    The  rule  applicable  ii^ 
this  case  allows  an  Annual  Conference  to  elect  under  the  circumf 
stances ;  but  does  not,  and,  from  the  very  nature  and  ubiquity  of  th^ 
case,  cannot  require  it.    Among  the  unquestioned  constitutional  rights 
of  our  Annual  Conferences  is  that  of  acting  freely,  without  any  com^ 
pulsory  direction,  in  the  exercise  of  individual  franchise.    Election^ 
here  is  plainly  an  assertion  of  personal  right  on  the  part  of  the  differ«l 
ent  members  composing  the  body,  with  regard  to  which,  the  claim  to\ 
question  or  challenge  motives  does  not  belong  even  to  the  General  \ 
Conference,  unless  the  result  has  turned  upon  avowed  considerations  \ 
unknown  to  the  law  and  rule  in  the  case.    The  journal  of  the  Con-  ' 
ference  is  the  only  part  of  its  history  of  which  this  body  has  cogni- 
zance, and  to  extend  such  cognizance  to  the  reasons  and  motives  of 
individual  members  of  Conferences  not  declared  to  be  the  ground  of 
action  by  a  majority,  would  be  to  establish  a  rule  at  once  subversive 
of  the  rights  and  independence  of  Annual  Conferences.    In  the  very  . 
nature  of  the  case  an  Annual  Conference  must  possess  the  right  <w 
firee  and  uncontrolled  determination,  not  only  in  the  choice  of  its  mem* 
bers,  but  in  all  its  elections,  and,  keeping  within  the  limits  and  restric- 
tions of  its  charter  as  found  in  the  Discipline,  can  only  be  controlled 
I    in  the  exercise  of  such  right  by  moral  and  relative  consideratioas, 
t    connected  with  the  intelligence  and  interests  of  the  body. 
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The  memorialists  prajed  the  last  (General  Conference,  and  thej  / 
^faiii  ask  tliie,  to  interfere  authoritatively,  bjr  change  or  pobatniction 
of  rule,  so  as  to  afford  relief;  and  in  failure  to  do  so,  in  the  memorial 
of  1896,  they  ask  to  be  set  off  to  the  Virginia  Conference,  as  the  only 
^fflainiiig  remedy.  In  their  present  petition  they  are  silent  on  the 
Mibject  of  a  transfer  to  Virginia.  Under  all  the  circumstances  o£  the 
case,  and  taking  into  the  account  the  probabilities  of  fhture  action  in 
the  promisee,  your  committee  cannot  but  regard  this  as  the  only  con- 
elusive  remedy.  But  how  far  this  may  be  considered  as  relatively 
{tfactieable,  or  whether  advisable  in  view  of  all  the  interests  involved, 
the  committee  have  no  means  of  determining,  and  therefore,  leave  it  to 
the  judgment  of  those  who  have.  That  the  petitioners,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Discipline,  whether  said  provisions  be  right 
or  wrong,  are  entitled  to  remedy,  your  committee  cannot  for  a  moment 
doubt,  inasmuch  as  they  are  labouring,  and  have  been  for  years,  under 
]^ctical  disabilities  actually  provided  against  by  the  Discipline  of  the 
church.  The  aUeged  grievance  is  by  the  petitioners  themselves 
regarded  as  one  of  e^ministration,  not  of  law.  No  change  of  legisla- 
tion is  a^ked  for,  unless  this  body  prefer  it ;  and  it  does  not  appear  to  I 
Eur  committee  to  be  called  for  by  any  view  of  the  subject  they  have 
en  able  to  take. 

Your  committee  are  unwilling  to  close  this  brief  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, without  anxiously  suggesting  that,  as  it  is  one  of  the  utmost 
importance,  and  intense  delicacy  in  its  application  and  bearings 
Annighotit  our  enftire  country,  involving  in  greater  or  less  degree  the 
hopes  and  fears,  the  anxieties  and  interests  of  hiillions,  it  must  be    , 
expected  that  great  variety  of  opinions  and  diversity  of  conviction  and 
feeling  will  he  found  to  exist  in  relation  to  it,  and  most  urgently  call 
Ibr  the  exercise  of  mutual  forbearance  and  reciprocal  good  will  on  the    / 
part  of  all  concerned.    May  not  the  principles  and  causes  giving  birth  j 
and  perpetuity  to  great  moral  and  political  systems  or  institutions  be  • 
regarded  as  evil,  even  essentially  evil,  in  every  primary  aspect  of  the  ! 
Mbject,  without  the  implication  of  moral  obliquity  on  the  part  of  those  ,' 
Involuntarily  connected  with  such  systems  and  institutions,  and  provi-  : 
dentially  involved  in  their  operation  and  consequences  ?    May  not  a  ; 
eyst^m  of  thia  kind  be  jealously  regarded  as  in  itself  more  or  less  ' 
IneoBsistent  with  natural  right  and  moral  rectitude,  without  the  zm- 
pQtation  of  guilt  and  derdict  motive,  in  the  instance  of  those  who,  , 
without  any  choice  or  purpose  of  their  own,  are  necessarily  subjected 
t^  it*  influence  and  sway  ? 

Can  it  b^  considered  as  just  or  reasonable  to  hold  individuals    .       j 
Asponsit^e  for  the  destiny  of  circumstances  over  which  they  have  no    ' 
OOMtol  ?    Thus  conditioned  in  the  organic  arrangements  and  distrl-  I 

btttlOne  of  society,  is  there  any  necessary  connection  between  the 
itlo^al  chat^cter  of  the  individual  and  that  of  the  sjrstetn  ?  In  this 
Wtiy  the  modifying  influence  of  unavoidable  agencies  or  circumstances 
in  &e  formation  of  character  is  a  weH-known  principle,  and  one  of 
iftftersid  reeognition  in  law^  morals,  and  religion,  and  upon  which  all 
aiiMinistrafdott  of  law,  not  unjust  and  oppressive,  must  proceed.  And 
your  conmiittee  kabw  of  no  rei»otli  why  Ike  rdle  is  inapplicable,  or 
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d»»dd  not  obtain,  in  rdation  to  the  subject  of  tUi  vepovt    In  oon* 
/chinon,  your  cemmittee.  woold  express  the  deliberate  opinion  that, 
/  vhile  the  general  rule  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  relating  to  ihose 
/  states  only  whose  laws  admit  of  emancipation,  and  permit  the  libe* 
I    rated  slave  to  enjoy  freedom,  should  be  firmly  and  constamily  enforud^ 
\  the  exception  to  the  general  rule  applying  to  those  states  where 
emancipation,  as  defined  above,  is  not  practicable,  should  be  recog* 
sized  and  protected  with  equal  firmness  and  impartiaHty.    The  com* 
mittee  respectfully  suggest  to  the  Conference  the  propriety  of  adopt- 
ing the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Ckmf<Mrences  in 
Oeneral  Conference  assembled.  That,  under  the  provisional  excep* 
tion  of  the  general  rule  of  the  church  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  the 
eimple  hddmg  of  slaves,  or  mere  ownership  of  slave  pr^erty,  in 
states  or  territories  where  the  laws  do  not  adndt  of  emancipation,  and 
permit  the  liberated  slave  to  enjoy  freedom,  constitutes  no  legal  bar- 
rier to  the  election  or  ordination  of  ministers  to  the  various  grades  of  , 
office  known  in  the  ministry  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
cannot,  therefore,  be  considered  as  operating  any  forfeiture  of  right  ^ 
In  view  of  such  election  and  ordination.  y 
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The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Bev.  Jbhn 
"S.  Mitchell,  agent  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  beg  leave  to  pre- 
sent the  following,  as  the  result  of  their  deliberation : — 

The  General  Conference  of  ]  836,  by  resolution,  advised  the  disso- 
lution of  the  Bible  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with  a 
view  to  unite,  as  a  denomination,  in  the  promotion  of  the  extended  and 
benevolent  objects  of  the  American  Bible  Society.  In  compliance 
with  this  advice,  the  Bible  Society  of  our  own  church  was,  by  mutual 
consent,  dissolved  soon  after  the  adjournment  of  the  last  General  Con- . 
ference ;  and  your  committee  are  happy  to  be  able  to  report,  that  a 
large  majority  of  the  Annual  Conferences  have  expressed,  by  resolu- 
tions, their  approbation  of  the  measure,  and  have  advised  the  ministers, 
members,  and  friends  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  to  co-operate 
with  the  American  Bible  Society  in  her  noble  enterprise-— an  enter- 
prise which  contemplates  nothing  short  of  the  universal  circulation  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  "  without  note  or  comment."  This  step,  it  is  be- 
lieved, was  dictated  alike  by  a  regard  for  the  best  interests  of  the  Me- 
thodist Episcopal  Church,  and  the  cause  of  our  common  Christianity 
in  general ;  and  it  was  hailed  as  a  new  and  interesting  period  in  the 
history  of  the  American  Bible  Society. 

Of  this,  the  managers  of  that  institution  have  given  the  most  un- 
equivocsl  testimony  by  donations  of  the  Bibles  and  the  Testaments, 
both  for  our  missions  and  sabbath  schools.  To  reciprocate  these  be- 
nevolent acts,  your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
every  Annual  Conference  to  encourage  the  formation  of  Bible  Socio- 
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ties,  auxiliary  to  ihe  parent  inttitiition,  tbrooghoat  its  boimdi.  Your 
committee  axe  also  of  opinion,  that  the  use  of  the  Holy  Scriptores,  as 
a  elites  hook  in  common  schools  and  seminaries  of  learning,  is  an  oh- 
ject  of  great  importance  both  to  the  church  and  to  the  world.  These 
Tenerable  records,  containing  as  they  do  the  seeds  of  all  useful 
knowledge,  the  only  infallible  standard  of  morality,  and  the  only  sure 
promise  of  eternal  life,  should,  as  we  think,  be  put  into  the  hnids  of 
the  rising  generation  at  as  eariy  a  period  of  life  as  is  practicable. 
Finally,  your  committee  would  respectfully  suggest  whether,  in  view 
Of  the  union  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  with  the  great  inte- 
rests of  the  American  Bible  Society,  provision  ought  not  to  be  made  at 
this  General  Ccmference  for  the  Appointment  of  travelling  ministers  as 
agents  of  said  institution. 

In  view  of  all  these  facts,  3rour  committee  would  respectfully  recom* 
mend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions,  viz.  :-^ 

1.  Resolved,  That  we  highly  approve  of  the  course  pursued  by 
Ihose  Annual  Conferences  which  have  acted  in  fevour  of  the  objects 
of  the  American  Bible  Society,  by  rec<H&mending  to  cwt  mmisters  and 
people  generally  to  unite  with  its  auxiliaries,  and  to  co-operate  with 
the  agents  of  that  institution. 

2.  Kesolved,  That  we  highly  approve  of  the  use  of  the  Bible  as  a 
class  book  in  schools  and  seminaries  of  learning,  and  will  use  our 
effinrts  for  its  introduction  into  such  schools  and  seminaries. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

N.  Lbvutos,  Chairman. 
BaUimare,  May,  1840. 
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Davis,  AUred'Griffith,  John  A.  Gere^  John  Bear,  Nicholas  J.  B.  Moi- 
gan,  Thomas  B.  Sargent,  Charles  B.  Tippett,  George  Hildt. 

.  .  Pbiuiqelphia  ,  Conference— *John  P.  Durbin,  Thomas  J|.  Thomp- 
j|pn,  Henry  Wliite,  Ignatius  T.  Copper,  Levi  Scott,  William  Cooper. 

New-Jersey  Conference — ^Uaae  Winner,  John  S.  Porte)^,  Jota 
^^.,^)baw,  Thomas  Neal,  Thomas  Sovereign. 


GENERAL  CONFERENCE,  1844. 


OigaikisKtioii  of 
Confezence. 


The  nintli  delegated  General  Conference  of  the  Metho-  ,,_?''Ti 
diet  Episcopal  Churcli  assembled  in  the  Greene-street 
Church,  city  of  New- York,  at  nine  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on 
Wednesday,  May  1,  1844,  Bishops  Soule,  Hedding,  An«* 
drew,  Waugh,  and  Morris  being  present 

At  the  hour  above,  Bishop  Soule  took  the  chair,  and 
opened  the  proceedings  by  reading  the  third  chapter  of 
Paul's  Second  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  reading  and 
singing  the  461st  hymn;  afler  which  brothers  Picker- 
ing and  Capers  called  upon  God  in  prayer. 

The  Secretaries  of  the  last  General  Conference,  John 
A.  Collins,  James  B.  Houghtaling,  and  Thomas  B.  Sar- 
gent, were  then  requested  to  assist  in  organizing  the 
Conference.  The  chair  called  the  different  Annual  Con- 
ferences in  order,  amd  the  following  delegates  presented 
to  the  Secretaries  their  certificates  of  election,  and  were 
recognized  as  members : — 

New-York  Conference. — ^Nathan  Bangs,  George  Peck,  ^^^  ' 
Samuel  D.  Ferguson,  Peter  P.  Sandford,  Stephen  Mar- 
tindale,  Charles  W.  Carpenter,  Fitch  Beed. 

Troy, — Truman  Seymour,  Tobias  Spicer,  Jesse  T. 
Peck,  John  M.  Wever,  Seymour  Coleman,  James  Covel, 
jr.,  James  B.  Houghtaling. 

New-Hampshire, — Elihu  Scott,  Jared  Perkins,  Charles 
D.  Gaboon,  Schuyler  Chamberlin,  John  G.  Dow,  William 
D.  Cass,  Samuel  Kelly,  Justin  Spaulding. 

NevD-England, — ^James  Porter,  Charles  Adams,  G«orgf 
Pickering,  Dexter  S.  King,  Phineas  Crandall. 

Pittsburg, — Samuel  Wdtefield,  Homer  J.  Clark,  ^obez^ 
Boyd,  Simon  Elliott,  William  Hunter,  John  Spencer,  Jas^ 
Drummond. 

Maine. — ^Moses  Hill,  Charles  W.  Morse^  George  Web- 
ber, Ezekiel  Robinson,  John  Hobait,  Daniel  B.  Randall, 
Heman  Nickerson. 

Black  iiircr.— Albert  D.  Peck,  William  W.  Ninde, 
Aaron  Adams,  Gardner  Baker. 

Erie. — John  J.  Stea^an,  Timothy  Goodwin^  John 
Robinson,  George  W.  Clarke,  John  Bai]>. 


1M  of  dAto- 
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^}'^  Onetda.— Nelson    Rounds,    Henry  P.    Row,    DaTid 

^  ^''^     Holmes,  jr.,  Elias  Bowen,  Silas  Comfort,  John  M.  Sny- 
der, David  A.  Shepherd. 

Michiem, — ^Alyan  Billings,  John'  A.  Banghman,  Elijah 
Crane,  &eorge  Smith. 

Rock  River, — ^Bartholomew  Weed,  John  T.  Mitchell, 
John  Sinclair,  Henry  W.  Reed. 

Genesee. — Glezen  Filmore,  Freeborn  6.  Hibbard,  Wm. 
Hosmer,  Samuel  Luckey,  Schuyler  Seager,  John  B.  Al- 
Terson,  Allen  Steele,  Asa  Abell. 

North  Ohio, — Edward  Thompson,  Elmcnre  Tooum^  John 
H.  Power,  William  Runnells,  Adam  Foe. 

Kentucky, — Hubbard  H.  Karaaaugh^  William  Gunn» 
Edward  Steyenson,  George  W.  Brush,  Benjamin  T. 
Crouch. 

lUinois, — Peter  Akers,  John  Vancleve,  Peter  Cart- 
wright,  Newton  6.  Berryman,  Jonathan  Stamper 

Ohio, — Charles  EUiou,  Joseph  M.  Trimble,  Zachariah 
Connell,  William  H.  Raper,  James  B.  Finley,  Edmund 
W.  Sehon,  Leonidas  L.  Hamline. 

Missouri, — ^William  W.  Re4man,  James  M.  Jameson, 
William  Patten,  Jerome  C.  Benyraan. 

Tennessee, — Robert  Paine,  Thomas  Madden,  John  B 
M'Ferrin,  Alexander  L.  P.  Green. 

Indiana, — Matthew  Simpson,  Allen  Wiley,  Edward  R. 
Ames,  John  Miller,  James  Havensy  Calrin  W.  Ruter, 
Augustus  Eddy.  ' 

Men^his, — George  W.  D.  Harris,  Thomas  Joyner, 
Samuel  S.  Moody,  William  M'Mahon. 

Fir^'fittT.— John  Early,  Leroy  M.  Lee,  Thomas  Crow- 
der. 

Arkansas, — ^John  C.  Parker,  Wm.  P.  Ratcliffe,  Andrew 
Hunter. 

Mississippt,'^So}m  Lane,  Green  M.  Rogera. 

Texas, — -Littleton  Fowler,  John  Clark. 

Alabama, — ^William  Murrah,  Jefferson  Hamilton,  Jesse 
Boring,  Greenbury  Garrett. 

Georgia, — WilUam  J.  Parks,  A.  B.  Longstteet,  John 
W.  Glenn,  James  E.  Evans. 

South  Carolina. — William  Capers,  Samuel  Dunwody, 
William  M.  Wigfatman,  Hugh  A.  C.  Walker,  Charles 
Becta 

Baltimore, — ^Henry  Slicer,  Alfred  Griffeth,  John  A.  Col- 
lins, John  A.  Gere,  John  Davis,  John  Bear,  George  Hildt, 
Chailes  B.  Tippett,  Nicholas  J.  B.  Morgan,  Thomas  B. 
Sargent. 

Philadelphia, — ^John  P.  Dorbin,  Ignatius  T.  Cooper, 
Thomas  J.  Thompson,  William  Cooper,  Henry  White. 

Hfeuy^Jersey, — Isaac  Winner,  John  S.  Porter,  John  K« 
Shaw,  Thomas  Neal.  ' 


Oa)  cmmtiBff  dn  ihbiAwr,  k  wm  atceiiaiMd  tet  tee       *^^'    , 
lumdiMl  vkA  foity»iiiii0  msnriMNrnwrei  pitBMK; 

On  motien  Confinraee  resoltvi  t^  ib^poittt  m-  I^M^  itethtt  or  i*- 

Hoag&iling,  Mid  John  T.  Miieb^  weitf  par  ia  Mad* 
natioii.    Thomas  B.  Sargent  was  elected. 

CoaferenDe  dteuy  on  notiovy  tesolvscd  lo  httve  two  as- 
flitUniSecTelaiies^  and  James  B.  Honehtaling,  of  thelVoy 
Cfmffiseiiee  deiegstimi)  aad  Wesley  Kenneyi  of  lhe>  Pliis^ 
hqrg.  Gonfevence^.  wet  e*  elected. 

On  nMMiBB  of  J.  Early,  the  ndeB  and  orders  for  <^n- 
dnctittg  the  bosmess  of  the  Genesal  Confsrettce  ef  1840 
Hvreread. 

W.  Capers  moTed  to  amend  the  first,  by  inserdng  "*  ene 
o'clock,  P.  M.,"  instead  of  "hftlf-past  twehv  o'clock,^  ae 
die  time  for  adjooroing^ 

S.  Manindale  mov«d  furtfaet  to  amend  dmi  rdle,  Itf  kih^ 
wnmg ""  vine  o'dock,  A.  M.,"  as  die  time  of  mee(^,  iiH 
etead  of  "*  hslf^paat  eigkt  o'otoek,''  The  faMer  pioposel 
wasvlo8t-^e  former  porefailedf  and  die  times  of  meiel^ 
iag  and  adorning  were  fixed  athalffetst  eight,  A.  M., 
and  one^  P.  M.  The  rales  a»  amended  ireve  dtoitf 
adopted. 

On  motion  of  P.  P.  Sandford,  a  Hsie  drawn  widi  die 
ddrd  pillar  firom  the  ahar  was  fixed  as  the  hav  of  the  CkNl^ 
ieience,  widnn  iiddch  the  membere  are  to  sit. 

J.  Early  movjsd  a  series  of  resc^ions,  SMUffced  A,  Bi 
and  numbered  finw  1  to  13,  which  were  read^  amendedf^ 
and  acted  upon,  as  Mlows  :-*' 

'<  A.  Reaolred,  That  die  Secretaries  be  atithcffiaed'  aiid^ 
raqnesled  to  employ,  as  soon  as  practicable,  a  suifsMe 
reporter,  duit  the  p^ceedklgtt  of  the  Genei^l  Coniforence 
may  be  correcdy  piepared.  for  publication  fkw  die  begiW' 


'« B.  Readved,  Thaiir  die  Book  Agems  at  New^fork  be' 
requested  to  have  printed,  in  pamphlet  form,  to  the  tise  of 
the  members  of  dds  Conference,  a  correct  copy  of  die 
printed  Minutes  of  die  last  General  Conference,  from  die 
journals ;  and,  in  the  same  form,  a  correct  copy  of  tho^ 
r^oiled  and  published  Minutes  of  the  present  Conference, 
for  die  Church  generally,  aad  for  the  pvesetat  Gtonerat- 
Conference ;  and  also  die  rules  as  amended  and  adopted' 
finr  the  goffermimnt;  e^  this  Conference. 

The  aho^e  resolutions  were  referred  to  a  sfelcct  dom^ 
mittee,  consisting  of  J.  Early,  N.  Bangs,  W.  Capers*,  C. 
SUiett,  and  M.  Hill,  to  consider  and  wpcm  thereota^  to- 
maripow  morniAg.' 

The  remainder  of  the  series,  from  1  to  12,  were  read 
and  adbpted,  as  foBowe,  except  the  tmfetUh  and  twdfth 
which  weiw  wkhdbaera  for  the  preeeati 
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^ibyi,  *<  Resolved  1.  That  a  eoaiiiiittee»  cottdfedng  of  one 

pR^^th*  member  from  ei|ch  Annnal  Conferenee,  be  appoinled,  to 

•tud^  com-  be  called  tll^  Committee  on  Episeopaov;  to-  whom  shall 

^*  be  referred  so  much  of  the  BishofM*  Address  as  relates  to 

the  Episcopacy,  as  well  as  all  other  matters  that  relate  to 

their  administration. 

"  2.  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  consist  of  one 
member  from  each  Annual  Conference,  to  be  called  die 
Conunittee  on  the  Itinerancy,  to  whim  shall  be  referred 
the  acts  and  doings  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences. 

*'  3.  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  cpnwting  of  one 
member  from  each  Annual  Conference,  to  be  cidled  the 
Committee  on  Boundaries,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  aU 
matters  that  relate  to  the  boundaries  of  the  several  An- 
nual Conferences. 

^  4.  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  consist  of  nine 
members,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern, 
to  whom  shall  be  referred  the  report  of  the  Agents  at  New- 
York  and  Cincinnati ;  and  all  other  matters  that  relate  to 
the  interests  of  the  Book  Concern. 

"  5.  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  be  called  the 
Committee  on  Education,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  |all 
things  that  relate  to  our  schools  and  colleges. 

"6.  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  consist  of  <me 
member  from  each  Annual  Conference,  to  be  called  the 
Committee  on  Missions,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  so  much 
of  the  Bishops'  Address  as  relates  U>  missions,  and  all 
matters  that  relate  to  the  missionary  interest. 

"7.  Thata  committee  of be  appointed,  to  be  called 

the  Committee  of  Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business,  to 
whom  shall  be  referred  so  much  of  the  Bishops'  Address 
as  relates  to  revision,  and  all  such  other  propositions  as 
the  Confer^ftce  may  choose  to  refer  to  them. 

"  8.  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed,  to  be 
called  the  Committee  on  Temperance,  to  whom  shall  be 
refened  all  petitions  and  propositions  on  that  subject. 

*<  9.  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed,  to  be  called 
the  Committee  on  the  Expenses  of  Deiegates  to  die  €ren- 
eral  Conference,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  ascertain  the 
whole  amount  of  the  expenses  of  the  delegates,  of  the 
collections  made  to  pay  them«  and  if  there  be  a  deficiency, 
report  the  best  method  of  paying  it. 

"  10.  That  a  committee  Of  seven  be  appointed,  to  be  called 
the  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools  and  Tract  Societies,  to 
whom  shall  be  referred  all  communications  on  those  subject. 

*'  11.  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed,  to  be 
called  the  Committee  on  the  Bible  CausOp  to  whom  shall 
be  referred  all  communications  on  that  subject. 

'*  12.  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  whom  shall  be 
referred  all  communications  reUting  to  the  Sabbath." 


"VnthdnwB  for 
tiieproBeiit. 


Withdrawn  for 


'  T.  Cirowder  m&9edt  the  apfMiiitiBe&t  ojf  a  ooomittea        *"y^ 
to '  superintend  public  >iroiBhq>  during  this  Oonference.  ^S^'^^SSm 
Birdther  Martindale  moved  as  a  substitute,  ^at  the  con>»    ^fJ^f"^*!^ 
mittee  consist  of  five,  vis. :  two  of  the  stationed  preachera    P'**^^^*"^^- 
in  New- York,  one  from  Brooklyn,  one  from  Jersey  CiQ^i 
and  one  from  Williamsburg.    A  motion  to  lay  Uie  whole  * 

subject  on  the  table  was  lost;  when  the  substitotB  was 
withdrawn.  N.  Bangs  made  a  proposal  on  this  subject, 
which,  en  motion,  was  laid  on  the  tsble.  in  the  midst  of 
the  discussion  to  whiqh  these  motions  gave  rise,  the^ses^ 
sion  was  prolonged  fifteen  minutes,  to  give  &e  chair  tim» 
to  make  a  brief  statement  in  reference  to  the  Bishops' 
Address  to  this  General  Conference ;  whereupon  the  Con^ 
ference  resolved  to  sit  with  closed  doors  while  receiving  ctoMd  doon. 
&e  communication  from  the  Bishops. 

S.  Luckey  ofiered  a  resolution,  during  the  consideration 
of  which  the  time  of  the  session  expir^,  «id  CSonfeienco 
was  dismissed  with  the  benediction,  to  meet  again  tivmor* 
TOW  morning,  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 

THURSDAY,  MAY  2.  ibyi 

Conference  met  at  half-past  eight  o'clock,-  A.  M.,  pur* 
suant  to  adjournment.  Bishop  Hedding  in  the  chair,  and 
was  opened  by  reading  God's  word,  singing,  and  porayer, 
by  brother  Lane,  of  the  Mis^ssippi  Conferenee. 

While  the  Secretary  was  calling  the  list,  J.  Early  mov^d 
to  dispense  with  this  formality ;  but  as  the  motion  did^ 
not  prevail,  the  names  of  those  who  presented  their  cer-' 
tificates  on  yesterday  were  all  caUedL  The  journal  pf 
yesterday  was  read,  corrected,  and  apprpved. 

On  motion  of  P.  Crandall,  tnother  Mai^indale  was  ap-<  Door-k«epflr 
pointed  doorkeeper  during  the  time  the  Conference  shaU 
ait  with  closed  doors. 

On  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  the  order  of  the  day,  viz.,  the 
Address  of  the  Bi^iops,  was  suspended  £nr  the  purpose 
of  hearing  the  report  of  the  committee,  appointed  yester«v 
day,  to  consider  and  report  on  the  best  manner  of  prepaid' 
ing  and  printing  the  proceedings  of  the  last  and  present' 
Gteneral  C<Hiferences.  The  report  of  the  committee  wur 
then  presented  and  read. 

A  motion  by  J.  A.  Cdlins  to  lay  the  report  on  the  'taUe 
for  the  present  was  lost.  T.  Crowder  moved  the  adop^oa  • 
of  the  report.  A  division  was  caUed'for,  and  it  was  acted 
upon  by  sections.  The  first  resolution  was  adopted.  A 
motion  made  by  £.  Bowen  to  amend  the  second  resolution  < 
by  striking  out  so  much  of  it  as  relates  to  the  official  acta 
of  the  last  General  Conference,  did  not  prevail ;  and  the 
second  resolution  was  adopted.  The  report  was  then 
adopted,  aa  foBowe  :«'^ 


10  ^ttumtt^^f.  wdMIM»  (^^I|^f1fli#^  Z944* 


^SMtiuwpSS  of  DMiMnikg  and  mmriiiBg  th^prooaeduigt  of  the  Gea* 
lilt  w4  9(iBt-  MNu  Gonferaicet  we  liad  the  eubjeot  under  eoBsideii^ 
cSdhm  /y  tmii  aadreeomimid  the  adopdoa  of  the  following  reaohh' 


/'  1.  ResolTod,  Thai  the  seTenl  Editoreof  the  Genenl 
Goaferaace  papeiS)  l^on'a  Herald,  and  Nordiefn  AdFeome^ 
be  appointed  a  conunittee  with  anthoii^'  to  appoint  a  mw 
aUe  reporter,  to  contract  for  hia  compensation^  awor?iBo 
Ua  reports,  and  superintend  their  publication^  bo&  with 
•eqpeet  to  matter  and  mamier. 

''2.  Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  the  dutf  of  tho^  Book 
Agents  to  have  pofalished  in  pamphlet  tom^  as  soon  as 
piilcticaUe,  the  official  acts  of  the  last  General  Conference; 
and  at  the  close  of  the  present  aessiony  all  ita  ads  and 
.doings  as  officially  puUiMod  by  the  cooMnittee  of  aoper- 
vision ;  and  alao  hare  printed  in  like  form,  for  the  nee  of 
the  members  of  the  General  Conference,  five  hundred  and 
fifty  copies  of  the  Rules  adopted  at  this  session  fe  Ua 
government ;  together  with  all  the  standing  committees. 
'*  All  which  is  respectfiilly  submitted, 

^  JOHN  Eaalt,  CAoirsian. 

"ifny  2,1844.'' 

On  motion  of  P.  P.  Sandford^  the  resolution  to  sit  with 
closed  doors  was  understood  not  to  eaxlude  any  regnlar 
tn»reUmg  preachers,  or  officera  i^poinled  by  the  General 
Conference. 

B.  M.  Drake  proposed  to  extend  die  privilege  ta  all 
regnlar  local  preachers ;  but  the  motion  was  lost 
BiihoM'^  jlSu  ^^  half-past  nine  o'clock,  Bishop  Sonle  took  the  chmr, 
Sm?"  '  and,  after  some  prefatory  Temarks,.read  to  the  Conference 
the  Address  of  the  Bishops.  (See  Doe.  A,  in  the  Appen^ 
dix.)  When  he  had  finished.  Bishop  Hedding  resnmed 
the  clnir. 

Those  delegates  who  had  net  preaented  their  certificittea  * 

were  now  permitted  to  ofier  them,  and  William  A.  Smith, 

William  Winans,  Benjamin  M.  Drake,  James  Jameson, 

Blbert  F.  Sevier,  Samuel  Patton,  Peter  Donb,  Thomas 

Stnngfield,  Marvin  Richardson,  Phineaa  Rice,  John  B. 

Stratten,  John  Lovejoy,  Frederick  Upham,  Sandf<»d  Ben* 

ton,  and  Levi  Scott,  fOBsented  their  certificates  and  took 

their  seats. 

^•♦•^  ^      On.  motion  of  F.  Upham,  Abel  Stevens^  a  reserve  delop- 

ToSmaend.    '  gate  of  the  Providence  Conference,  was  put  in  place  of 

Paul  Townaend,  a  delegate  ficom  that  Confensnee,  who 

had  not  yet  aitived. 

MmtioAfrom       The :  chair  presented  a  certifioate  of  the  appointm^at  of 

S^^cbudi  J<'lui  Ryerson,  Anson  Green,  and  Egerton  Ryerson,  as  % 

kicwads.       delegation  to  diis  Conference  from  the  Wedeyan  Metfao* 


BookOoBMn. 


dilt  Ohiifdi  li  CnadA.  Tte  C6rtifte«le  Wis  t«ad«  knd 
the  two  first-naiMd  lyretoen  w#v«  inttodaoed'  tiid  invit^i 
to  fake  seats. 

Nv  BatifB  offered  a  paper  to  the  Confereiiee,  and  merred 
for  its  reading.  As  a  sabstitute  A.  Poe  taoYed  its  re(er^ 
ence  to  a  eommittee  of  seren.  The  substitate  #as  lost. 
The  ohair  decided  ihat  the  consideraliea  of  Dr.  Bangs' 
isolation  was  not  now  m  order. 

The  chair  announced  die  foUowiHg  standing  e^mmit- 
tees^  viz.  :— 

CoMniTTBB  Oft  THE  BdoK  Gokoehn. — ^William  Winans, 
Alfred  Griffith,  John  B.  Straiten,  Thomas  Crowder,  William 
H.  Ri4per,  Elias  Bowen,  Calvin  W.  Rnter,  Charles  Betts, 
Oeorge  Webber. 

Committee  on  Education. — ^Henry  B.  Bascom,  John 
fiarlj,  Robert  Paine,  John  P.  Durbin,  Charles  Elliott, 
Peter  Akers,  Stephen  Olin,  Matthew  Simps^,  Augnstine 
B.  LongBtreet,  Homer  J.  Clark,  Charles  Adams,  S^nyler 
Seager,  Jesse  T.  Peck. 

Committee  on  Expenses  of  DfeiBeATEs.^^-Charles  til. 
Tq>pett,  Charles  £>.  Gaboon,  WHliiira  Patton. 

CotfffiTTBB  oif  Temperance. — Henr^  Slicer,  Marviat 
Richardson,  Zachariah  ConneD,  Phineas  Crandall,Willlft» 
Murrah,  Nelson  Rounds,  William  Rtinnells^ 

Committee  on  Sunday  Schools. — Fitch  Reed,  A.  L. 
P;  G^een,  Leonidas  L.  Hamline,  George  W.  Brush,  Jcdm 
S»  Porter,  James  E.  Evans,  John  Hebart.  ' 

Committee  on  tbs  Bible  Cavse. — Lovick  Pierce', 
Simroel  Luckejr,  Jsred  Peikins,  Levi  Seott,  G.  W.  IX 
Harris,  John  H.  Power,  Edmund  W.  Sehon. 

J.  Earljr  offered  a  series  of  resolutions,  wlueh  wei^ 
rend.  On  motion  of  I.  Winner,  these  resolutions  -were 
amended  by  the  addition  of  another,  referring  so  ratich  of 
the  Bishops'  Address  as  r^tes  to  Popery  to  a  speeial 
committee  to  be  appointed.    (See  Resolution  8.) 

The  first  resolution  was  adopted. 

A  motion  tof  lay  the  second  resolution  on  the  table  was 
lost,  and  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

While  the  third  resolution  was  under  consideration,  on 
motion  of  N.  Bangs,  the  whole  subject  was  laid  on  the 
tabla  fat  tbe  present. 

He  then  further  moved  that  the  Presiding  Elders  of 
the  New- York  sasd  Long  Island  Districts^,  and  the  Pre- 
siding Elder  of  the  Newark  Distrietj  New^Jersey^  be  ^ 
committee  to  appoint  the  preachers  during  this  Conference. 
The  motion  prevailed,  and  these  three  Presiding  Elders 
were  constituted  a  committee  on  preaching. 

On  motion  of  P.  P;  Sandibrd,  this  committee  ivaS  au- 
thmned  to  call  in  and  employ  any  aid  they  may  judge 
proper. 
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J.  Ear}y'0  m(f6oa  to  retmiie  tke  co&Biderttiofi  of  die 
lesoIutioDS  offered  by  him,  did  not  prevul.  ■ 

On  motion  of  J.  Lane,  Conference  proceeded  to  coneti- 
tnte,  by  the  appointment  of  one  delegate  from  each  Annual 
C<M)ference,  the  following  committees,  on  Episcopacy, 
Itinerancy,  Boundaries,  and  Missions,  as  foUows : — 

CovMiTTSx  ON  Episcopacy.— R.  Paine,  J.  T.  Mitchell, 
P.  P.  Sandford,  F.  Upham,  P.  Crandall.M.  Hill,  E.  Scotl, 
T.  Spicer,  G.  Baker,  £.  Bowen,  S.  Luckey,  J.  J.  Stead- 
man,  J.  Spencer,  J.  B.  Finley,  J.  H.  Power,  G.  Smith, 
A.  Eddy,  J.  Stamper,  Wm.  W.  Redman,  B.  T.  Crouch, 
T.  Stringfield,  G.  W.  D.  Harris,  John  C.  Parker,  John 
Claik,  Wm.  Winans,  J.  Boring,  Wm.  J.  Parks,  S.  Dun- 
wody,  James  Jamieson,  J.  Early,  A.  Griffith,  H.  White, 
I.  Winner. 

CoMMiTTSE  ON  THB  Itinekancy. — ^J.  B.  M'Ferrin,  C< 
Adams,  M.  Richardson,  J.  Lovejoy,  H.  Nicksrson,  Wm. 

D.  Cass,  James  Covel,  jr.,  A.  Adams,  J.  M.  Snyder^  G. 
Filmore,  G.  W.  Clarke,  Wm..  Hunter,  Z.  Connell,  Edw. 
Thompson,  Elijah  Crane,  James  Havens,  H.  W.  Reed, 
J.  Yancleve,  William  Patton,  Ed.  Stevenson,  E.  F.  Se^ 
vi^,  S.  S.  Moody,  W.  P.  Ratclifie,  Littleton  Fowler,  J. 
Lane,  Wm.  Munah,  J-  E.  Evans,  W.  M.  Wightman, 
Peter  Doub,  W.  A.  Smith,  John  Davis,  L  T.  Cooper,  J. 
S.  Porter. 

CoHKiTTEE  ON  BouNDiiaiBs.— P.  Ricc,  Lcvi  Scott, 
S.  Benton,  G.  Pickf^Eing,  E.  Robinson,  S.  Kelley,  J.  M. 
Wever,  W.  W.  Ninde,  D.  A.  Shepherd,  J.  B.  Alv«pson, 
J.  Bain,  J.  Drummond,  C.  Elliott,  A.  Poe,  J.  A.  Baugh* 
man,  J.  Miller,  B.  Weed,  P.  Cartwright,  J.  M.  Jamieson, 
W.  Gunn,  S.  Patton,  T.  Madden,  W.  M'Mahan,  J.  C. 
Parker,  L.  Fowler,  G.  M.  Rogers,  G.  Garrett,  J.  W.  Glean, 
C.  Betts,  H.  G.  Leigh,  T.  Crowder,  H.  SUcer,  T.  Neal. 

Committee  on  Missions. — ^N.  Bangs,  J.  A.  Collins,  A. 
Stevens,  D.  $.  King,  Geo.  Webber,  J.  Spaulding,  J.  T. 
Peck,  A.  D.  Peck,  N.  Rounds,  Ass  Abell,  T.  Goodwin, 
R.  Boyd,  J.  M.  Trimble,  Elmore  Yokum,  Alvin  JBilHngs, 

E.  R.  Ames,  J.  Sinclair,  N.  G.  Benryman,  J.  C.  Beriy^ 
man^  H.  H.  Kavanaugh,  T.  Stringfi^d,  A.  L.  P.  Green, 
T.  Joyner,  A.  Hunter,  J.  Clark,  B.  M.  Drake,  J.  Hamil« 
ton,  L.  Pierce,  W.  Capers,  L.  M.  Lee,  T.  J.  Thompson, 
J.  K.  Shaw,  J.  Jameson. 

After  prayer  by  brother  Dunwody,  Conference  adjdum- 
ed,  to  jaeet  to-morrow  morning,  at  half<-past  eight  o'clock. 


Mayi.  FRI'DAY,  MAY  3. 

Conference  met,  at  half^past  <eight  o'clock,  Bishop  An- 
drew in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  sppropriate  ex« 
ercLses,  by  brother  Finley. 
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Oa  motioa'  oif  N.  Bangs,  the  calling  of  the  list  was  dis- 
pensed widi. 

Tbe  journal'  of  yesterday  was  read,  connoted,  and 
confirmed. 

The  following  resdntions,  ofibred  by  J.  B.  Finley,  were 
adopted:— 

« 1.  Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  G.  Lane,  Rev.  J.  F, 
Wright,  and  Rev.  L.  Sworrastedt,  Book  Agents  at  New- 
York  and  Cincinnati,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  invited  to 
take  seats  within  the  bar  of  this  Conference,  whenever  it 
shall  suit  their  convenience  so  to  do ;  and  that  they  be  at 
liberty  to  speak  on  all  subjects  relating  to  the  Book  Con- 
oem  that  may  come  before  the  Canference. 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  C.  Pitman,  Correspond- 
ing Secretary  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  be  invited  to  take  a  sea^  within  the  bar  of  this 
Conference,  whenever  it  shall  suit  his  convenience  so  to 
do ;  and  that  he  be  at  liberty  to  speak  on  all  sn>)jects 
relating  to  the  missionary  cause  which  may  come  before 
the  Conference.       »  "  P.  P.  Sandford, 

"J.  B.  Ftnlev. 

«lfay3,  1844.'' 

Lovick  Pierce  and  George  P.  Pierce,  of  the  Georgia 
Conference,  and  Aaron  Woods,  of  the  Indiana  Conference, 
appeared,  andtodk  their  seats. 

J.  B.  M'Ferrin  presented  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted,  namely  :•— * 

*<  Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bond,  and  Rev.  G. 
Coles,  be  invited  to  take  seats  within  the  bar ;  and  take 
such  part  in  the  deliberations  of  this  body  from  time  to 
time  as  they  may  feel  disposed,during  our  present  session.'' 

The  chair,  under  the  rule,  called  for  reports,  petitions,  ^Sj  ^^^S'' 
and  memorials,  and  called  the  Conferences  in  order.       .     P«     >»»     • 

New-York  Cotrferenee.^-^'N,  Bangs  presented  the  report  New-TgACon- 
of  the  Boc*  Committee  in  N.  York,  which  was  read,  and,     '**'^* 
on  motion,  referredtrxlhe  rommiliuu  Oif  Tile  Buufedaaceni. 
j    ^t^rovideiUe  UonJerence.^^F,  Upham  presented  a  memb-^  ftorktonce 
Irisi  of  that  Conference  on  the  subject  of  slavery.    Thej   '^' 
/reading  beingLC2dlfidJfili.it  was  rfi 


Editors  of  Chr. 
▲dT.lmritedto 
take  seats. 


Joiims  moved  for  tEe  appointment  of  a  eommitteeA^^^^'i™^**^ 
to  be.  called  the  Committee  on  Slavery,  and  to  be  consti-  jSl^"'  ^"^*^ 
tuted  by  one  member  from  each  Annual  Conference. 

W.  Capers'  motion  to  lay  this  on  the  table  was  lost,  ^ 
and  the  committee  waa  ordered. 

F.  Upham  preseAted  memorials  on  slavery,  from  EJm- 
street  station,  New->Bedfbrd,  Fall  Riv^,  Chatham,  Sou& 
Smilhfield,  Pawtucket,  aAd  Cumberland  statioi»,  which 
I  were  all  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery* 

Saadisrd  BenUMmfiom  the  tame  GonfttNiioe;  piesoated 
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•«  ainihr  petition  from  If  orwich  Falls,  wjiich  was  tefinred 
to  the  same  committee. 

Neuh-Englmnd  Cpn^miee.^^P«  Onndall  pnaented  me- 
morials on  slavery  from  St.  Paul's  Church,  Lowell ;  Nofdi 
Breokfield,  Holliston,  South  Biookfield,  Lowell,  and 
Spencer,  which  were  referred  to  th^  Committee  on 
Sfarery. 

D.  S.  King  presented  a  similar  petition  from  Chelsea, 
which  was  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

J.  Porter  presented  a  memorial  signed  by  three  stew- 
ards of  Lynn  Common,  in  behalf  of  the  society,  wluch 
wsBT^^en^dJaihs. Committee  on  Slavery.  ^^ 

-"  JTForter  also  presented^a^pei^on  from  the*  Lynn  doBi- 
a»en  station  an  temperance,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Temperance.  -~ — ~>^__ 

Maine  Conference.-^E.  Robinson  presented  a  memoriid 
on  slavery  from  the  Maine  Annual  Con&renoe,  whiA 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

New-Hanqtskire  Ccnfer0tuse.^^8.  Chamberlin  presented 
memorials  on  slavery  from  Boscawen,  Deerins[,  and 
Hillsborough,  Peteiborough,  South  Sutton,  Chichester, 
Rindge,  Sandown,  New-Ipswich,  Denyi  North  Salem, 
Hudson,  Gilmanton,  Northfield,  Goff's  Town,  Pembroke, 
Henniker,  Nsehua,  anif  Concovd,  whioh  were  referred  to 
Ae  Committee  on  Slavery. 

J.  Perkins  presented  memorials  from  Marlcnr,  N. 
I  CbavlestoD,  Unity,  Acworth,  Charleston,  and  Alstead, 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

S.  Kelley  presented  memorials  on  slaveiy  hom  New- 
I  iparket  and  South  NewmariKot  stations.  Poplin,  Ports- 
month,  Methuen,  East  Salisbury,  and  Greenland  circuits, 
which  were  r^rred  to  the  same  committee. 

W.  D.  Cass  presented  memorials,  on  slavery  from  Do- 
ver, Eppiag,  Seabrook,  Great  Falls,  Rochester,  end  Esait 
Saadmsnton :  refened  to  ihe  same  committee. 

Bh^  River  Conferenee.-^A.  D.  Peck  presented  n  m»* 
nioml  on  slavery  from  Victory  oiscHit,  which  was  Tofer- 
xed  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Pitt^if/irg  Conferemee^ — J.  Drnmmond  presented  memo*- 
rials  on  slavery  from  CIa3rsvilk,  Cadia,  Sharon,  Wash- 
ingtOAvNorwieh,  Coshocton,  Cambridge,  M'Connellsville, 
and  Canton  circuits,  which  were  refisTred  to  the'  Comn^il- 
ta»  on  .Skw^ery. 

J.  Sp^c^  presented  the  memori^  of  forty<teight  travel- 
ling preachers,  prapng  that  an  aeeused  travdlingpreadMr 
msiy  be  tried  by  a  committee  of  the  Annual  Oonfefence, 
ifiolead  of  the  whole  body ;  and  asiiing  diat  the  Discfc- 
idine  be  40  ebared  as  to  meet  the  ease.  He  moved  the 
appointment  nf  a  committse  of  £ve,  to  he '  called  the  OoHh 
>iiltn<»  on  Biowwd  and  Pninished  Btttunewi  to  wiw  ids 


/ 


.##IW^w»^  WiBflWM'W$^pw^^Milt«^*HW» 


m 


and. the  memorial  referred  to  it. 


Oito 


'petitintte  on  tkvwf,  irom 
WMfaiqi^  lOftrcmt,  ikree  .fron  SnmmwaMj  Md  iwo 
fioHi  BaxneffinUe,  whiQli  wtfe  tefeaed  lo  the  Cwmitieff 

,^  61anrevy« ,^^ -. ^ ^ 

JVtffrfl  XJiio  Cai^enme,'^.  H.  Power  fteeooitad  &  me-  Noitii 
jmoel  iwm^  die  Queiierly  Meetung  Geateenoe.  «f  Neali- 
^dlle,  Mki»g  ibr  a  nde  ia  DieeipUae  to  require  tM>me  lite- 
larj  aad  tknafegieallxiuiing,  betee  the  Quarteilf  Meetug 
CkMrfEorenoee  Uoenee  %  muk  4o  pteach.  This  petiliian  was 
lead,  and,  on  uottoii  nf  J.  H.  Power,  a  adect  iOominittAe 
«f  fire  was  -onieted,  to  whom  the  paper  was  refinaad. 
Bro.  Power  presented  niite  noie  jnemoiiib  on  lAe  same 
^ohieetyfrom  the  ^nantarly  Meeting  CaDteeneea^ef  Msasn 
JfieU  KH^  Momit  Vemoa  •stations;  and  Olivesboify 
Amity,  BeUsvdlle,  Frederick,  £aBt  Uaioii,  MailiQabnig» 
«iid  Moant  Gilead  eirciiils,  which  wove  referred  io  m 

laame  coQSDuliee.  ^^ — ^ ., , 

« — Okl^Cmrfermiu.-^^^WS^  this  Gonferenoe  was  cidIa3,\oiiio 
7.  Dmmmond,  of  the  Pittsburg  Conference,  preaealed  a  ;  *'^* 
siemorial  from  the  Marietta  station,  on  slavery,  which  \ 

■  WaerrfeiBed^to  the  iMroper  committeft^,^-^ — _  1 

^JO>eirSweft^&fs^ence.--^J.  T.  Mitchell  presented  six  agA^  »hy 
leaolntions  finm  tS!e  Book  Birer  Conference,  wiiich  were    ^^cBftiwoa. 

lefanred  tr  thn  tFirrnrar*;^j;2TT!r-r^'    ,^^,.,,,.>..>^-.^  -— 
^""^^fnSnciair  presented  a  memorlSomuave^'lrom  die 
.'  Bosooe  circuit,  which  was  fefened'lo  the  Committee  en 
Skvnuy 

J£8Bteei^C0f;/af«nc0/----B.  T.  Croadipreaentedaiesi^  Smtrnkfom. 
tion  of  this  Coalerenoe  in  reference  to  division,  srhidi 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Inditma  Gsi|^«ie0.-—M.  Simpson  presented  ConferesBe 
tesohitions  <m  division,  which  were  referred  to  the  Ooai> 
mittee  on  Boundaries.  Others  praying  Ibr  a  sedsclien  da 
die  price  of  our  books,  and  in  reference  to  the  **  Social 
and  Domestic  Library,"  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Book  Concern.  Also  one  in  regard  to  our 
'Gennan.  missions,  pmying  that  they  may  not  Iw  separated 
from,  oar  general  work:  referred  to  the  Comnnt|tee  en 
Missions.  And  a  series  of  Conference  resolutions,  wiiieh 
were  refsmBdlo  the  Committee  on  Revisal  and  Unfinished 
Business. 

On  motion  of  J.  Early,  ell  the  memorials  and  resolu- 
tuma  on  the  sid»ject  of  the  proposed  Social  sod  Qomeslio 
Library  were  referred  to  a  special  commiltee  of  ainOi 
isdueh  was  jordered ;  and  all  the  pspocs  of  ifab  descrip- 
lioii  are  doectod  to  be  given  to  this  cosimilliee. 

ArifaoRssir  Gai^eremt.-^J.  C.  Parker  pieseated  «  smno-  aiImsm  iMi 
rial  from  the  Siinkenfodkcinmit,  pca)fangiliatitjaMgr!;]le 
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'»dd«d  to  tke  TexM  Oonferenee.    !t«ferted  lo  the  'Onii- 
mittee  on  Boundaries.        ^ 

Virgigiiia  Coit^trfisiiee.— When  the  Yhrgmia  Conference 
was  called,  Bishop  Soule  presented  a  memorial  (which 
had  been  laid  on  the  President's  table)  &om  Wm.  J. 
Waller,  of  that  Conference,  praying  the  General  Confor- 
ence  to  give  an  expression  of  opinion  on  doctrine  and 
law ;  and  containing  some  complaints  against  the  action 
of  the  Virginia  Conferenccy  and  the  coarse  adopted  by 
the  Editor  of  the  Richmond  Christian  Advocate. 

A  motion,  offered  by  W.  Winaas,  to  lay  the  memorial 
on  the  table,  prevailed.  After  this,  considerable  conver- 
sation took  place,  and  A.  Poe  moved  to  reconsider  the 
above  vote ;  which  motion  prevailed. 

'  H.  Slicer  then  moved,  that  so  mach  of  the  memorial  as 
Kdfers  to  the  acts  of  the  Yfrginia  Conference  be  referred 
•to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy ;  so  much  as  relates  to 
the  £(titor  of  the  Richmond  Christian  Advocate  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern ;  and  so 
much  as  relates  to  the  bi^sm  of  children,  to  the  Com- 
mittee <m  Revision.  * 
.  At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings,  J.  B.  Finley  moved 
to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table;  which  motion  was 
lost. 

^  A  division  of  H.  Slicer's  motion  was  called  for,  and 
the  first  section,  referring  a  portion  to  the  Connnitteejon 
Itinerancy,  was  adopted.  The  second  section,  referring 
joother  portion  to  tht9  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern, 
was  also  adopted.  While  the  third  was  under  discnssion, 
motions  to  prolong  the  session  until  P.  P.  Sandford  had 
concluded  his  remains,  and  an  amendment,  proposing  to 
lengthen  the  session  until  the  subject  was  disposed  of, 
liolh  failed  ;  and  before  a  vote  was  had  on  the  third  sec- 
lion,  the  time  of  adjournment  arrived,  and  Conference 
tiisuissed  with  the  benediction  by  the  Presidents 
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SATURDAY,  MAY  4. 

Conference  met  at  balf-past  eight  o'clock,  A.  M.^  and 
<was  opened  with  appropriate  religious  exercises  by  brother 
While.     Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chur. 
-'    The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read,  corrected,  and  ap- 
proved. 

-  John  Ferree,  of  the  Ohio  Conference,  and  Thomas 
Sovereign,  of  the  New-Jers^  Conference,  appeared  and 
•took  their  seats.. 

On  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  the  Conference  suspended  ike 
order  of  the  day  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  Addce» 
of  the  Wi&sleyan  Methodist  Conference  of  Bnglaad.  The 
Addiess  was  then  read,  and,  on  motion  of  N.  Bangs^  to- 


Jmtnai  «/  Gmeroi  OM^»nM«»  1844. 


17 


ReriMd. 

Gommlttee  on 
Course  of 
Study. 

Committee  on 
Social  and  Do- 
mestic tUntnr. 


fenred  to  %  QeHnBittee  of  tkree,  tobe  called  a  Gommillee       ^^^ 
of  Conrespoiideiice,  to  answer  it.      On  motimi  of  N. 
Bangs,  the  Gpnfefonce  ordered  that  the  Address  be  pub- 
lished. rApp.  Doc.  B.)* 

The  chair  reported  the  following  committees,  viz. :-« 
CoMMiTTSx  ON  RsvzsAJU**^G^orge  Peck,  John  G.  Dow, 
J<rhB' A.  Qeia,  Aaron  Wood,  John  Perree. 

CoiTMiTTSS  OK  GoiTRSE  QT  STV0T.-*-^tephen  Martis- 
dale,  John  Bear,  Trmnan  Seymour,  SUas  Comfort,  Stmon 
Elliott. 

COMMITTEB  ON  SoCIAL  AND  DOMESTIC  LiBRAET.— AUoB 

Wiley,  C.  W.  Carpenter,  G.  F.  Pierce,  A.  L.  P.  Green, 
H.  A.  C.  Walker,  Schayler  Chamberlin,  Edmtmd  Thomp- 
son, N.  J.  B.  Morgan,  F.  G.  Hibbaid.    . 

On  motion  ai  M.  Simpson,  the  order  of  the  day  was 
snspended  for  the  purpose  hi  ofienng  the  following  ren 
aolution:^*- 

**  Reserved*  That  permission  having  been  obtained  of 
the  city  autlxHtities  to  have  the  street  in  Iront  of  the  church 
corered  with  tan,  to  prevent  the  disturbance  of  die  Con- 
ference by  the  noise  of  vehicles,  &c.,  the  Book  Agents 
have  thQ  street  so  covered  as  soon  as  practicable.'' 

A«  Poe  moved- to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table.  Lost. 
The  resolution  was  then  adc^ed. 

The  chair,  under  the  rule,  called  for  reports,  petitions, 
«Bd  memorisds. 

Virginim  Cofi^mce.-^The  Conference  resumed  the  Virginia  conf. 
consideration  of  the  memorial  of 'W.  J.  Waller,  of  the 
Yirginia  Confer^ce,  which  was  the  reference  of  so  nomoh 
of  the  memorial  as  referred  to  the  baptism  of  oiuldren. 
T.,  Stringfield  presented  the  following  resolution  :-— 

**  Resolved,  That  we  reconsider  the  vote  referring  parts 
of  the  memorial  of  W.  J.  Waller  to  two  of  the  standing 
committees." 

The  Conference  then  reconsidered  the  vote  of  reference, 
and  referred  the  memorial  to  a  committee  of  five.  The 
f^dlowing  resolution  was  adopted  :— 

"  Resolved,  That  we  commit  the  entire  memorial  of 
W.  J.  Waller  to  a  special  committee,  to  examine,  and  re- 
port on  any  point  or  points  therein  contained,  which,  in 
their  judgment,  should  engage  the  attention  of  i^  Con- 
ference. W.  A.  Smith." 

Virginia  Conference  was  i^n  called,  when  Bishqp 
Soule  presented  the  memorial  of  James  M.  Taylor,  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  the  city 
of  Richmond,  stating  its  contents ;  whereupon,  on  moikm 
itf  J.  B.  Finley,  &e  Conference  granted  the  memoriidist  J.  w.  Tayiwfi 
leave  to  withdraw  his  petitioiu  SmT 

J.  Eaiiy  presented  two  reselnttona  of 'the  Yirginia  Coo- 
fer^ee,  on  the  si^bject  of  a  Sooial  and  Domestic  iibmijr, 
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ftiid  a  branch  book  depository  in  the  city  of  Ridbmonj^ 
which  were  referred  to  their  appropriate  committees. 

J.  A.  Collins  presented  a  sealed  commnnicatton,  and 
moved  that  the  President  open  and  read  it;  and  give  to  the 
Conference  a  s3mopsi8  of  its  contents. 

J.  P.  Durbin  mored  to  amend  the  resolntion  by  in- 
cloding  all  sealed  commnaications  addressed  to  the  Con* 
fiMrence  :  admitted  by  the  mover ;  and  the  resolntion  was 
adopted. 

BaUimore  Conference, — H.  Slicer  presented  the  reonest 
of  the  Baltimore  Conference  for  a  division  of  said  Con- 
ference.   Referred  to  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

J.  A.  Collins  presented  a  commonicatioa  from  the  Local 
Preachers  and  Exhorters'  Association  of  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, asking  such  an  addition  to  our  rules  as  to  make 
local  preachers  and  exhorters,  accused  of  crime  or  misde- 
meanor, subject  to  trial,  &c.,  either  in  the  circuit  or  station 
tion  where  the  accused  resides,  or  where  the  offence  was 
conunitted.  Also  to  make  them  responsible  to  the  Quarterly 
Conference  for  the  publication  or  circulation  of  any  doc- 
tiines  or  other  matter  injurious  to  the  purity  cr  peace  of 
&e  church :  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal  and 
Unfinished  Business.  Also  for  a  suitable  course  of  study 
for  local  preachers :  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Course 
of  Study. 

The  President  stated  that  he  had  read  the  sealed  com- 
nranication  presented  by  brother  Collins,  and  gave  the 
Conference  a  83mopsis  of  its  contents. 

£.  Robinscm  moved  that  the  memorialist  have  leave  to 
withdraw  his  petition:  this  resdudon  was  withdrawn, 
but  was  renewed  by  J.  B.  Finley.  J.  A.  CoHins  moved 
to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table :  lost.  S.  M^ortindale 
presented  the  following  substitute  :-— 

"  Resolved,  That  this  communication  be  referred  to  the 
wpecitl  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
W.  J.  Waller."    The  substitute  prevailed.-  ,    .^^^ 

PMadelphia  Conference. — fl.  White  presented  a  memo^ 
Hal  from  Philadelphia  on  the  subject  of  coloured  testitn^ur^ 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Slayjei^L.  ^>Als6  resoldtibnw* 
the  Tlul^adelplua  Conference  ^o  the  restoration  of  Mr. 
Wesley's  rule  on  buying,  selling,  and  using  spirituous 
liquors-^In  relation  to  a  course  of  study  for  local  preach* 
efs — Asking  the  General  Conference  to  remit  a  claim  of 
Book  Concern  against  J.  Quinby,  deceased — To  publish 
a  monthly  quarto  periodical  by  ths  Book  Concern  at  New- 
York—To  extend  the  probatimi  of  travdhng  preachers  to 
four  years — On  thd  return  of  members  at  the  Annual 
Conferences,  so  as  to  make  a  distinction  between  pro* 
haiioneu  and  those  in  full  membership-^n  the  request 
to  oonfiur  with  the  Qeaeaee  Cmiferenoo  on  the  subject 
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irf  akeriBg  the  gonerai  rule  ob  elaTery^-On  the  leqnest  of  ^^y^ 
the  New-Jersey  Conference,  on  the  si^ject  of  making  Uh  ^oSoSmd^ 
cal  preachers  responsible  and  cognizable  fox  all  offences  at 
the  places  where  committed-— On  the  request  of  the  New^ 
YorK  Conference  to  restore  Mr.  Wedey's  original  role 
on  spirituous  liquors-^Also  of  the  New- York  Conference 
on  the  subject  of  slavery,  AU  referred  to  their  appro^ri* 
ate  committees. 

H.  White  also  presented  the  resoktions  of  ^  Phiia«> 
delphia  Conference,  on  the  subject  of  the  general  deseera* 
tion  of  the  Sabbath. 

G.  Baker  moved  their  reference  to  a  select  coauaittee 
of  five.    Carried. 

T.  J.  Thompson  presented  a  memorial  from  certain 
coloured  persons,  members  of  the  church  in  Philadeljdiia, 
asking  a  rule  requiring  all  preachers  •emfdoyed  by  Con- 
ference to  pass  an  annual  examination*  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business. 

New- Jersey  Conference* — I.  Winner  presented  a  resohi*-  ^fj^iSHHL 
tion  of  the  New- Jersey  Conference,  asking  that.the  rale  of    '^   '""" 
discipline  under  the  head  of  '*  Presiding  Elders,"  section 
5»  quest.  4,  may  read,  "  How  long  may  a  Bishop  allow  a 
Presiding  Elder  to  remain  in  office  ?"    Referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Revisal. 

On  motion  of  W.  Winans,  Uie  rules  were  suspended  to 
allow  him  to  ask  to  be  released  from  a  committee ;  and  he 
asked  to  be  released  from  serving  on  the  Committee  on 
the  Book  Concern.  The  Conference  granted  his  request ; 
and  W.  H.  Raper  was  appointed  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Book  Concern ;  and  S.  D.  Ferguson  to  fill 
the  place  of  W.  Winans  on  said  committee. 

The  call  for  memorials,  &c.,  was  resumed. 

Troy  Conference. — ^J.  B.  Houghtaling  presented  two 
resolutions  of  the  Troy  Conference ;  one  on  the  subject 
of  slavery,  and  one  on  the  subject  of  temperance,  which 
were  referred.  . 

T.  Spicer  presented  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of  slavery 
from  Chazy  station ;  also  one  from  West  Plattsburg,  ask- 
ing a  repeal  of  the  resolution  on  coloured  testimony. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Slavery. 

New-Hampshire  Conference. — J.  G.  Dow  presented 
memorials,  from  the  fouowing  places,  on  the  subject  of 
slaver]^,  viz.: — Montpelier,  Barre,.  Randolph,  Chelsea, 
Bethel,  Williamstovna,  Orange,  Pittsfield,  Sharon,  Unkm 
Tillage,  Middlesex,  Thetford,  Cambridge,  Moretowa^ 
Rochester,  Barnard,  Gaysville,  and  Royalton,  wMch  were 
referred  to  die  Committee  on  Slavery. 

E.  Scott  presented  memorials  on  the  subject  of  slaveiy 
firom  Newark,  which  were  referred  4o  the  Coamnllee  on 
Slavery. 
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^  C.  D.  Cahcmi  preMtited  twTpcfiSons  on  the  firisiott 
of  New^Hampshire  Conference.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Boundaries.  Also  memorials,  on  the  subject  of  slaverjr^, 
from  Claremont  and  Athens,  which  were  referred  to  Ubib 
Committee  on  Slavenr.  Also  a  memorial  of  the  New- 
ilampshtre  Conference  on  slarery,  which  document  he 
asked  to  hare  read.  A.  B.  Longstreet  moved  to  dispense 
with  the  reading.  This  motion  was  lost ;  and  the  docu- 
ment was  then  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Slavery.  Also  certain  resolutions  of  the  New-Hampshird 
Conference,  on  the  appointment  of  slaveholders  to  the 
office  of  Missionary  Secreuiry,  or  missionaries,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Parent  Board,  which  were  read  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.  Also  resolutions  on 
the  sab|ect  of  coloured  testimony :  read  and  referred  to 
d&e  same  committee. 

W.  D.  Cass  presented  a  memorial  from    Tamworth 
station,  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  which  was  referred  to  . 
the  Committee  on  Slavery.  "^ 

New-England  Conference. — P.  Crandall  presented  me- 
morials, on  the  subject  of  slavery,  ftwn  Sooth  Hadley  and 
Worthen*street  station,  Lowell,  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

J.  Porter  presented  memorials,  on  slavery,  from  Lynn 
(Wood  End)  and  Gloucester.  Referred  to  Committee  on, 
Slavery. 

C.  Adams  presented  memorials  on  the  subject  of  slave-^ 
ry,  from  Greenfield,  Greenwich,  Prescott,  Belchertowi^ 
Ludlow,  Athol,  Dana,  Petersham,'  South  Wilbrahauf, 
North-  Wilbrahamt  Springfield,  and  the  students  of  We4- 
leyan  University,  which  were  referred  to  Committee  on 
Slaveiy.  \ 

Pittsburg  Conference j-^^,  Wakefield  presented  three^ 
iMemorials  from  the  Murraysville  circuit,  on  the  subjectX 
df  slavery,  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  \ 
Slavery. 

W.  Hunter  presented  the  action  of  the  Pittsburg  Con- 
ference on  the  itssolutionB  of  the  New- York  Conference 
on  slavery  and  temperance,  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committees  on  Slavery  and  Temperance. 

Maine  Conference. — E.  Robinson  presented  eight  me- 
aoorials  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  from  Kent  Hill,  Win- 
ihrop  station,  Prospect  circuit,  Penobscot  circuit,  Quar- 
leriy  Conference  of  Exeter  and  Corinth  circuits,  Exeter, 
Montsviile,  and  Bowdoinham  circuits,  which  were  referred  ; 
to  the  Goramtttee  on  Slavery. 

Black  River  Conference. — ^.  Baker  pf  esented  six  reso- ; 
lutionB  of  this  Conference:  1.  On  the  (xenesee  Conference? 
WMK^limi  on  slavery;  2.  On  the  New-York  Conference^' 
resolution  on  temperance;   3.  On  the  New- York  Oon-f 
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Cwpene*  iretolutioii  on  akv^iy;  4.  Oa  the  NawJdfwejr  ^  ^^^ 
.Cosifexence  resolution  on  the  tiial  of  lopal  preaohoDB;  ^o^f^mS. 
:^.  Asking  the  Oenaral  CoBfexence  to  reaciiid  the  vesolur  > 
lion  upon  eoloured  testioion j ;  ^.  Asldng  iJie  Geneiml  ( 
Oonference  to  define  the  ^evil  of  slavery.''    The  first,  i 
.third,  fifth,  and  siatth,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  ' 
^bvery,  and  the  fonilh  to  the  Conunittee  on  Reviaal. 

W,  W.  Ninde  presented  a  memorial  from  Fairfield  ctr-  : 
4ijn%  on  the  subjeet  of  slaveiy^  Referred  to  Commiuee  / 
,  on  Slavery. ^ "  ■"     -  - 

Erie  (Jot^ismyfe.'r^J,  J.  Steadman  presented  a  memo-  "gMinifti 
xial  from  Peter  D.  Horton,  complaining  of  the  Brie  Coi^    *"^ 
fsrence,  and  asking  relief  on  account  of  books  purchased. 
Heferred  to  Committee  oa  Book  Concern. 

Oneida  Omfsrenee. — ^N.  Rounds  presented  the  memortei  ona^  coafeiw 
of  sundry  persons^  members  of  the  church  in  Sharon  and    **^' 
Cobbleskili  charges,  asking  to  be  set  off  to  the  Troy  Con- 
fer^nce.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Boondaxies. 

8.  Comfort  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Wyoming 
District  Lyceum  of  travelMag  preachers,  on  the  subset  of 
«eatii»g  congregations.  Refejrred  to  Coramitlee  on  Re- 
srisd. 

MUhigan  Cenfermce^^^E.  Crane  presented  the  petition  *^^  ^^^^ 
gti  Bi9n£y  persons,  members  of  the  M.  £.  Church  in  the 
towns  of  Corham  and  Chesterfield,  in  the  state  of  Ohio, 
asking  that  said  towns  may  be  set  off  to  the  Miehigaa 
Conference.     Referred  to  Comwttee  on  Boundaries.  .. 

'    6.  Smith  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Michigan  Con«>    - 
ference*  requesting  General  Conference  to  rescind  the  / 
tesohition  on  coloured  testimony.    Referred  to  Committee 
on  Slavery.    Also  a  resolution  of  the  same  Conference,  j  / 

aisking  to  have  the  missions  among  the  Ojibway  Indians  j 
set  off  to  the  Michigan  Conference.    Referred  to  the!  ^' 
Committee  oa  Missions.  -•-...•-'.    | 

Genesee  Conferenee^^-^-^x,  Filmore  presented  a  memo*  t  oenetee  Con- 
rial  of  the  Genesee  Conference  on  the  subject  of  coloured!  ^^^'®°^* 
tefiEtimooy.    Read,   and  referred  to  the   Committee  oa] 
Slavery,     Also  a  memorial  from  Akron  circuit  on  the  s^me  I 
subject.     Referred  to  same  committee.  \ 

F.  6.  Hibbard  presented  a  memorial  from  St.  John's  \  v 

Church,  Rochester,  on  the  subject  of  slavery.     Referred) 
to  Committee  on  Slavery.  -  —  ^       _>^ 

North  Ohio  Confiareneer — E.Yocum  presented  four  me*  North ObioCon- 
miKipls  from  Ashland,  Canal  Dover,  Richfield,  and  Jerome-  ^^^^^^'^^ 
^iUe  circuits,  <md  the  subject  of  a  course  of  study  for  local 
preachers.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Course  of  Study. 
J.  H.  Power  presented  a  memorial  from  memben  of 
Dover,  Amherst,  Elyville,  Milan,  NcH^alk,  Brooklyn^ 
Brunswick,  and  Clarksfi^d  circuits,  on  the  same  subject, 
which  were  referred .  to  the  same  commlttoe.    Also  a 
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petilkm  of  C.  Wtddle,  to  be  released  from  a  dafm  heM 
against  him  by  the  Book  Concern.  Referred  to  Commit- 
tee on  Bo(A  Conoem.  Also  a  petition  of  certain  persons 
in  the  village  of  Roscoe,  North  Ohio  Conference,  and  ift 
the  village  of  Coshocton,  Pittsburg  Conference,  askdng 
,tUat  Roscoe  may  be  set  cHflf  to  the  Pittsburg  Conference. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Boundaries.  W.  Runnells 
presented  a  memorial  of  C.  B.  Sqjuire,  to  be  released  from 
a  claim  held  against  him  by  the  Book  Concern  at  New^ 
York.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Book  Concern. 
'  Kentuckf  Conferenee. — B.  T.  Crouch  presented  reso* 
lutions  of  the  Kentucky  Conference :  1.  On  reducing  th» 
price  of  books  published  by  the  Book  Concern.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Book  Concern.  •  2.  In  referenee  to  the 
general  rule  on  spirituous  liquors.  Referred  to  Committee 
aa  Temperance.  3.  In  reference  to  the  general  rule  on 
slavery.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Ohio  Conference, — J.  B.  Finley  presented  the  report  of 
the  Book  Committee  at  Cincinnati,  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Also,  a  memorial  on  Sunday  schools,  and  a  plan  of  a 
^  Social  and  Domestic  Library."  Also,  a  memorial  on 
slavery  from  Newark,  Ohio.  Also,  on  eclectic  divinity. 
All  of  which  were  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees. 

J.  M.  Trimble  presented  a  series  of  resolutions  ad<^ed 
by  the  Ohio  Conference.  1.  On  the  New- York  Confer- 
ence resolution  on  temperance.  2.  On  the  New- York 
Conference  resolution  on  slavery.  3.  On  the  subject  of 
a  '<  Social  and  Domestic  Library."  4.  Requesting  the 
General  Conference  to  remit  the  claim  against  Jacob 
Young,  for  books,  amounting  to  $326  28.  5.  On  the 
studies  of  under  graduates  in  the  ministry,  requiring  aH, 
before  being  received  on  trial,  to  be  examined  on  the  lite- 
rary part  of  their  course  of  study.  AU  the  above  wero 
referred  to  their  appropriate  committees. 

Missouri  Conference, — ^W.  W.  Redman  presented  reso- 
lutions of  the  Missouri  Conference.  1.  Inquiring  into  the 
propriety  of  reporting  persons  only  on  trial  in  the  Minutes. 
2.  On  "  Social  and  Domestic  Library."  3.  On  the  New- 
York  Conference  resolution  respecting  Mr.  Wesley's 
original  rule  on  tempersnce.  4.  On  the  New-Jersey 
Conference  resolution  respecting  the  trial  of  local  preach-^ 
ers.     AU  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees. 

Georgia  Conference, — L.  Pierce  •  presented  resolutimis 
of  the  Georgia  Conference,  asking  a  division  of  said  Cmi- 
ference.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Boundaries.  Bishop 
Morris  presented  a  letter  from  P.  P.  Smith  on  the  same 
suliject,  which  was  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Arkansas  Conference, -^G,  Parker  presented  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Arkansas  Conference  on  the  subject  ctf  a  *^So- 
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d^jmd  Doni«slic  Librax^r,"  wUeli^  was  refened  to  tke       lfiqr«- 

committee  on  that  subject 


.  The  chair  called  f<y^appeala.  and         _> • *J 

^"^ J.  A.  Gtrrh  prtseatfed  the  appeal  of  Francis  A.  Harding,  '• 
3of  the   Baltimore   Conference;    which,  on  motion,  the 
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"l^^onference  made  the  special  order  for  Tuesday 

^£.  Crane  presenteiStthe^peal  of  Bradford  Frazee,  of  B.  Ftum. 
the  Michigan  Conference;   and,  on  motion,  Conference 
voted  to  proceed  to  the  hearing  of  this  appeal  iaunediately 
on  finishing  the  appeal  of  F.  A.  Harding. 

J.  H.  Power  presented  the  appeal  of  Luman  A.  Allen,  l.a:  Aiin. 
of  the  Nprth  Ohio  Conference,  which,  on  motion,  waa 
made  the  special  order  for  Friday  next. 

N.  Bangs  presented  a  communication  from  the  M.  E. 
Church  in  Upper  Canada,  and  moved  that  it  be  read: 
carried.  The  communication  having  been  read,  N.  Bangs 
moved  that  the  brethren  appointed  by  the  said  church  as 
delegates  to  this  Conference,  be  recognized,  and  invited 
to  take  their  seats.  J.  T.  Peck  moved  to  lay  the  resolu^ 
lion  on  the  table,  and  make  it  the  special  order  for  Mon- 
day next,  immediately  after  reading  the  journals ;  which 
motion  prevailed. 

P.  Crandall  moved  to  prolong  the  session,  to  allow  the 
delegates  to  make  their  appointments  of  the  Committee 
on  Slavery :  carried.    The  following  persons  were  th^n 


Comainnintinn  ^ 
ftom  tlM  U .  M. 
Church  in  Vp- 
perCuiftda. 


JOHHITTEE  < 


5LAVERY.- 


lavwy. 


f.TecE,  A.  Stevens,  J,  Por- 
^tet,  E.  Robinson,  C.  D.  Cahoon,  T.  Seymour,  A.  D.  Peck, 
S.  Comfort,  A.  Steele,  J.  J.  Steadman,  S.  Wakefield,  X. 
Ferree,  E.  Thompson,  E.  Crane,  A.  Wiley,  J.  T.  MitcheH, 
P.  Cartwright,  W.  Patton,  W.  Gunn,  T.  Stringfield,  A.  L. 
P.  Green,  W.  M'Mahan,  W.  P.  RatcMe,  L.  Fowler,  G.    / 
M.  Rogers,  L  Boring,  G.  F.  Pierce,  H.  A.  C.  Walker,  P.  / 
Doub,  W.  A.  Smith,  G.  Hildt,W.  Cooper,  T.  Soyereign.  J 
'  S.T*atton',-of  tte  Holston  Conference,  asked  and  db-  ^^^^^^, 
tained  permission  Tor  the  delegates  of  said  Conference  to    mitteu. 
release  T.  Stringfield  from  the  Committee  on  Missions, 
and  to  appoint  E.  F.  Sevier  in  his  place. 

E.  Robinson  asked  to  be  released  from  the  Committee 
on  Boundaries.  His  request  was  granted,  and  D.  B. 
Randall  appointed  in  his  place. 

E.  Thompson  asked  to  be  released  from  the  Committee 
on  Itinerancy.  His  request  was  granted,  and  W.  Run- 
nells  appointed  in  his  stead. 

The  chair  changed  T.  Seymour  from  the  Committee  on 
Course  of  Study,  and  appointed  S.  D.  Ferguson  to  fill  his 
place.    S.  D.  Ferguson  was  released  from  the  Committee   . 
on  the  Book  Concern,  and  T.  Seymour  was  appointed  in 
his  place. 

A.  L.  P.  Green  was  released  from  the  Committee  on 


iut4        Tracts  tad  Svndiy  schools,  and  T»  Maddeft  appointed  m 

his  place. 

Conference  then  adjourned '  with  prayer  by  brother 
Crowder. 

Mayo.  '  MONDAY,  MAY  6. 

Conference  assembled  at  half-past  eight  o'clock,  A.  M., 
Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair.  Religions  exercises  were 
Conducted  by  brother  Neal. 

The  journal  of  Saturday  was  read,  corrected,  and  con- 
firmed. 

H.  B.  Bascom  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

The  chair  announced  the  following  committees : — 

(^iLofCoRM-       CoM^fiTTEB  OP  CORRESPONDENCE. — ^George  Pock,  Ro- 

'''^*"*'*        bert  Paine,  L.  L.  Hamline. 

^slSte^  ^  Committee  on  the  Sabbath. — Nathan  Bangs,  James 
B.  Finley,  John  P.  Durbin,  Jefferson  Hamilton,  Charles 
Adams. 

Com.  oil  peti-       Committee  on  PetitIon  of  W.  J.  Waller. — ^John 

tt^of  w.  J.  j^^^^^  Tobias  Spicer,  Benj,  M.  Drake,  Beoj.  T.  Groudi, 
Aaron  Adams. 

Comimmicatkm      The  Special  order  of  the  day,  the  motion  of  N.  ^angs 

uft!^^  ^  i^^ito  tbe  delegates  from  the  M.  E.  Church  in  Canada 

gcanada  re-  (o  Seats  in  this  Conference,  was  taken  up^  and  N.  Bangs 
and  S.  Luckey  further  proposed  to  refer  the  communica- 
tidn  presented  in  behalf  of  these  brethren,  and  the  motion 
inviting  them  to  take  seats,  to  a  select  committee  of  five. 
The  proposal  was  agreed  to,  and  the  reference  made 
accordingly. 

^BiSTrf^tiK       ^^  ^  complaint  of  H.  Slicer,  in  regard  to  a  misrepre- 

S^Mter.  sentation  bf  him  published  in  the  "  Commercial  Adver- 

tber,"  the  Conference,  by  a  vote,  declined  to  hear  the 
rep<Hrter  in  explanation.  A  motion  to  suspend  the  order 
of  business,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  further  action  in 
this  matter,  was  laid  oil  the  table, 

Oau  for  reports.  The  chair,  under  the  rule,  called  for  reports  of  commit- 
tees ;  but  before  the  call  had  been  answered,  the  order  of 
business  was  suspended,  to  admit  the  following  resolu- 
tipn,  which  was  adopted  with  great  unanimity : — 

E.  s.  J«M8  in-       *<  Resolved,  That  Rev.  E.  S.  Janes,  Financial  Secre- 
Titodtoawat  ^^^  ^^  ^^  American  Bible  Society,  be  invited  to  take  8 
seat  within  the  bar  of  the  house ;  and  to  speak  on  all  sub 
jects  connected  with  the  Bible  cause." 

Rflportsof  ^k  When  the  New-York  Conference  was  named,  in  ro- 
^^1^  smming^the  call  for  reports,  P.  P.  Sandford  presented  the 
^^o'*'^  report  <^  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York;   which  was 

vead,  and  refened  to  Uie  Committee  on  the  Book  Con- 
cern. 
J^  F.  Wright^  Book  Agent  at  Cincinnati,  presented  the 
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report  of  the  Book  Agents  in  that  city,  which  ^zb  read,        Mere. 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Conoem. 
•     The  chair  called,  nnder  the  rule,  for  petitions,  memo-  ^^I^^SL,.  *^ 
rials,  and  appeals,  calling  the  Conferences  in  order. 

ProMefyee  Conferenee,-*^,  Benton  presented  a  resolu'  Frofid«ioe 
tion  of  the  Annual  Conlerence,  asking  a  change  of  a  rule    ^»^<"^«m* 
of  Discipline  in  regard  to  superannuated  preachers.    Re»  s 

ferred  to J^flHMPittgg^  on  Revisal. — ,.  _ 

^mnf  Confarer^^J,  B.  Uobart  presented  a  memona 
on  slavery,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  diat 
subject. 

NeuhHampsMrt  Conference. — J.  Periuns  presented  m^  i|.  Han^ddi* 
morials  on  slavery  from  Winchester,  Hinsdale,  Guilford,,     "" 
Cavendish,  Putney,  Wethersfield,  West   Windsor,   andi 
Wilmington,  which  were  appropriately  referred.     S?  Kel* 
ley  presented  memorials  on  slavery  from  Dunham,  New- ' 
market,  and  South  Newmarket,  which  were  also  referred. 

Troy  Conference. — ^J.  B.  Houghtaling  presented  a  me*  .Troy     Coniin 
morial  on  slavery  from  Essex  circuit,  which  was  refened.  '  ''^ 

Oneida  Conference, — J.  M.  Snyder  presented  the  con-/ Oneida 
currence  of  this  Conference  in  the  circulars  from  the/  ^'^' 
Genesee  and  New^York  Conferences  on  slavery  and 
temperance;  which  were  referred  appropriately.  Also, 
of  non-concurrence  with  the  resolution  of  Uie  New- Jersey 
Conference  in  regard  to  local  preachers.  Also,  the  peti« 
tion  of  said  Conference,  asking  for  the  rescinding  of  the 
resolution  of  1840  on  the  testimony  of  coloured  persons. 
\ Thiajyasread. ^nd  referredio^ the Cflaunittee-oiLjSlavery; 
Also,  ^solutions  oflEe  Conference,  recommending  an 
alteration  in  usage  or  law,  by  which  a  Presiding  Elder 
shall  not  hold  the  office  more  than  four  years  at  one  time, 
nor  a  preacher  be  returned  to  the  same  charge  short  of 
six  years  from  the  time  of  his  appointment  to  it.  Also, 
a  resolution  instructing  the  delegates  of  the  above  Confer- 
ence to  exert  themselves  to  have  the  term  of  probation  of 
travelling  preachers  extended  to  four  years.  These  were 
^ad,  and  refenredjp4he42oggg|jjtefi.-fin  Bevigiil.  ■  ■  ^ 

K    Gen^eee  iJonfefenee. — GTTTlmcHre  presented  the  unani- 
mous  concurrence  of  this  Conference  with  the  resolutions 
of  the  New- York  and  New-Jersey  Conferences  on  teuH 
perance  and  slavery,  and  in  reference  to  the  trial  of  localj 
preachers.    Referred.  ""  — 

OhMt'Omfsrence.-^J,  B.  Finley  presented  the  memorial  Ohio  confer- 
of  Jacob  Young,  a  member  of  the  Ohio  Conference,  asking 
a  release  from  a  debt  to  the  Book  Concern.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  the  Book  Concern.  Z.  Connell  {ureseated 
the  memorial  of  sundry  inembers  of  this  Conference, 
praying  for  a  modification  of  the  rule  in  reference  to  ad- 
Slitting  persons  to  the  Lord's  table.  Referred  to  Com- 
nittea  on  Revisal. 


M 
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North     Ohio 
Conftriocs. 


ltHli<m%  Confer> 


OliBoiB  Oonfer- 


mwcrari    Con- 


XentiiciEy  Con- 


HolstQnCo&fe^ 


NcHh'  Ohio  Conferenco. — E .  Thompson  pretoated  resoiii- 
tions  of  this  Conference  approving  ihb  plan  of  a  Social  ajad 
DomesUc  Librai^Ff- RofSatied to xonunilteeon that^^isct^ 

Also,  the  non*concnrrence  of  this  Conlilreneewith  the 
resolution  of  the  Genesee  Conference  on  the  alteratioa  of 
the  rale  on  slavery ;  and  the  concurrence  of  the  Confer- 
ence with  the  New- York  resolutions  on  temperance  att^ 

^  lavery.     All  referred. ^^ ^ -     '      * 

iTa'petiHon  of  the  North  Ohio  Conference,  asking 
a  donation  from  the  Book  Concern  to  the  Ohio  Wesl^mm 
University,  of  one  copy  of  every  book  published  or  oa 
sale  at  our  Conference  office.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Book  Concern. 

Indiana  Conference,^-* A,  Wood  presented  a  petition  from 
sundfy  persons,  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church  in  the 
Michigan  Conference,  asking  a  change  in  the  line  of 
division  between  that  and  the  Indiana  Conference.  Refer* 
red  to  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

lUinois  Conference.-^3.  Yancleve  presented  a  resolu- 
tion of  unanimous  concurrence  of  this  Conference  in 
the  recommendation  of  the  Book  Committee  in'  Cinctn- 
nati,  in  relation  to  a  ^  Social  and  Domestic  Library." 
Referred  to  the  committee  on  that  subject. 

P.  Cartwright  presented  a  resolution  on  the  division  of 
the  Illinois  Conference,  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries.    When  the 

Missouri  Conference  was  called,  W.  W.  Redman  pre- 
sented the  appeal  of  James  S.  Lent,  from  the  action  of 
the  Genesee  Conference.  On  motion,  the  appeal  was 
received,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Kentucky  Conference. — E.  Stephenson  presented  a  menx>- 
rial  from  the  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference  of  Elkton 
circuit,  in  relation  to  the  support  of  our  ministers,  which, 
on  motion  of  brother  Stephenson,  was  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  seven,  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose.  The 
following  resolution  was  passed  :*— 

"  Resolved,  That  a  special  committee  of  seven  be  a^ 
pointed  by  the  chair,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  consider  and 
report  in  relation  to  the  expediency  of  revising  and  amend- 
ing our  present  system  of  rules  on  the  subject  of  minis- 
terial support,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  communications 
addressed  to  this  body  on  that  subject." 

HolsUm  Conference. — E.  F.  Sevier  presented  resolutions 
of  non-concurrence  with  the  Genesee  and  New-York 
Conferences  on  slavery;  which  were  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.  Also,  a  resolution  of  con- 
currence with  the  New-York  Conference  on  temperance. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Temperance.  Also,  a  resoln- 
tion  approving  of  a  Social  and  Domestic  Library.  Referred 
to  committee  on  that  subject.    Also,  a  resolution  asking  a 
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change  in  the  line  of  dinsion  between  Hdston  and  Sonth  ^^* 
Carolina  Conferences*  Referred  to  Comnuttee  on  Bomid* 
aries.  Also,  a  resolution  praying  for  a  role  to  be  inserted 
in  the  Disci^in^,  authorizing  a  Presiding  Elder,  when  he 
judges  a  local  preacher  has  been  unjustly  acquitted,  to 
refer  the  case  to  an  Annual  Conference  for  adjudication. 
Read,  and  referred  to  Committee  on  Revisal. 

Tennessee  Conference, — ^J.  B.  M'Fenrin  presented  the 
unanimous  concurrence  of  this  Conference  with  the  New- 
Jersey  Conference  on  the  trial  of  local  preachers ;  also, 
their  non-concurrence  with  the  Genesee  and  New-Yorii 
Conferences  on  slavery,  and  the  New- York  Conference 
on  temperance.    Referred  to  the  proper  committees. 

Alabama  Conference. — W.  Murrah  presented  a  resolu-  ^S^J   ^^* 
tion  of  this  Conference  concerning  the  S.  W.  Christian 
Advocate.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Book  Concern. 
Also,  resolutions  of  non-concurrence  with  the  New-York 
resolutions   on   temperance  and    slavery;  which  were 

referred  to J^eir4UXipfircommittees.  _. ,    

— YtrgmafVo^^enoe^J.  Early  prdsehted^  tSe  unanimoc^  viisinia  coosu- 
concurrence  ot  this  Conference  with  the  New-Jersey  I  *'^' 
Conference  on  the  trial  of  local  preachers ;   also,  the  ] 
unanimous  non-concurrence  with  the  Genesee  and  New-  I 
York  resolutions  on  slavery,  and  the  alteration  of  the  rule  / 
on  spirituous  liquors.  -AXL  referred  to  the  prop^rcommitteesy 

BMm&re  Conference. — J.  A.  Coltihs  presented  a  memo^ 
rial  from  Jared  U.  Young,  a  superannuated  member  of  this 
Conference,  asking  the  attention  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence to  a  chart  of  Methodism.  The  reading  was  called 
for,  and  had  proceeded,  when  a  motion  that  the  further 
reading  be  dispensed  with  was  carried,  and  the  petition 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  three. 

When  the  call,  by  Conferences,  for  petitions,  memorials, 
and  appeals,  was  ended,  W.  A.  Smith  offered  a  resolntion 
of  instruction  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery ;  which,  on 
motion  of  J.  Spencer,  was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote  of 
eighty-eight  to  seventy-eight. 

T.  Spicer  offered  the  following  resolution  :-— 

"  Resolved,  That  the  rule  of  Discipline,  excluding  dis- 
orderly members  from  society  and  church  privileges, 
sec.  7,  on  page  92,  be  so  amended  that  ans.  2  shall  read 
as  follows : 

"2.  But  in  cases  of  neglect  of  dutiee  of  any  kind,  im- 
prudent conduct,  indulging  sinful  tempers,  or  words,  the    DiidpUne. 
buying,  selling,  or  usitig  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beverage, 
or  disobedience   to    the    order  and    discipline    of  the 
church,  ^c." 

J,  T.  Peck  moved  to  refer  this  to  the  Committee  on 
Revisal,  with  instructions  to  report  thereon.  J.  Early 
moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  instructions.  On  motion 
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^^  ^'       of  H.  Slices  the  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table.    The 
reference,  with  instracdona  to  the  committee,  preyailed. 

J.  A.  Collins  moved  the  following,  which  on  motion  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  RoTisai  :— 

To  amend  ans.  2  to  qoest.  2,  of  see.  6,  page  32,  so 
as  to  make  the  last  clause  read  thus  i-^^^  Nevertheless,  the 
Presiding  Elder  of  the  district  in  whose  bounds  the 
preacher  was  appointed  to  labour,  shall  forthwith  bring 
him  before  a  committee  of  at  least  three  trarelliag 
preachers,  to  determine  as  to  the  necessity  of  the  reasons 
alleged  for  ceasing  to  travel ;  if  they  be  judged  sufficient, 
said  committee  shidl  acquit;  if  not,  shall  suspend  till  the  next 
Annual  Conference,  which  shall  fiaally  dispose  of  the  case.'' 

W.  Murrah  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Expenses  of  the  Delegates  : 
On  caqpeuei  of  "  Resolved,  That  the  Alabama  delegation  be  allowed 
lo  settle  their  travelling  expenses  to  and  from  the  General 
Conference  with  their  own  Conference,  and  not  with  thb 
body." 

J«  B.  MTerrin  offered  the  following  resolutions,  which 
on  motion  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern : — 
-  "1.  Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  and 

^St?"^!^.  Cincinnati  be  authorized  and  instructed  to  furnish,  as  far 
as  practicable,  the  Editors  of  our  various  Conference 
Journals  a  copy  of  each  and  every  work  published  from 
time  to  time,  which  shall  constitute  the  Editor's  library. 

'<  2.  Resolved,  That  said  books  shall  be  considered  the 
property  of  the  church ;  and  that  the  Editors  shall  iake 
special  charge  of  all  the  books  in  their  respective  offices, 
and  shall  hand  a  catalogue  thereof  to  their  successors." 

H.  J.  Clark  offered  the  following  preamble  and  resolu- 
ti(m,  which  on  motion  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Bevisal. 

«<  Whereas,  great  scandal  and  injury  to  the  church  have 
^rrjwnt  of  ^*®^  ^'^"*  ^®  readmission  to  the  ministry  of  persons 
DiscipUne,  In  who  had  been  excluded  on  conviction  of  gross  immoralities, 
^|^b£  therefore,  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisalbe, 
iten.  and  they  hereby  are,  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 

diency of  so  amending  the  Discipline  as  to  render  sucli 
persons  ineligible  to  the  office  of  the  ministr]^  among  us, 
either  in  the  travelling  or  local  connection." 

The  time  of  adjournment  having  anived.  Conference 
separated,  after  prayer  by  brother  Hildt. 
» 

iuy7.  TUESDAY,  MAY  7. 

Conference  met  at  half-past  eight  o'clock,  Bishop  Seule 
in  the  chaii;,  and  was  opened  with  religious  exercises  by 
Pr.  Fierce. 


iimmd  of  (hneral  Confirmee^  1844. 

The  jotrnal  of  y6C»terday  was  read,  and  approred. 

F.  Upham  announced  that  Paul  Townsend,  a  delegate 
froni  the  Providence/ Conference,  (in  whose  place  during 
his  detention  from  Conference  Abel  Stevens,  a  reserved 
delegate,  had  been  recognixedi)  was  now  present.  His 
certificate  was  handed  in ;  and  by  consent  and  choice  of 
ihe  delegates  of  hie  Conference,  he  is  on  the  standing  com- 
mittees on  Missions  and  Slavery,  to  which  A.  Stevens  had 
been  appointed. 

On  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  Laban  Clark,  a  reserved  dele- 
giite  of  the  New- York  Conference,  was  recognized  as  a 
member  of  this  body  in  place  of  Stephen  Olin,  (who  is 
indisposed,)  uhtU  he  shall  be  able  to  attend.  L.  Clark 
presented  his  certificate  and  took  his  seat. 

The  chair  announced  the  following  committees :-« 

Committee  on  Address  from  M.  E.  Church  iif 
CANADA.--Samnel  Luckey,  George  Pickering,  William  J. 
Parks,  Samuel  D.  Ferguson,  Edmund  W.  Sehon. 

Committee  on  the  stTBJECT  of  Ministerial  Support. 
— -Wm.  A.  Smith,  Glezen  Fihnore,  Edward  Stephenson, 
Joseph  M.  Trimble,  Elihu  Scott,  Thomas  Sovereign,  Jef- 
ferson Hamilton. 

CommittIeb  on  Memorial  of  J.  H.  Yottno.— John  A. 
Collins,  Daniel  B.  Randall,  William  Hosmer. 

On  motion  of  W.  Winans,  the  Committee  on  Preaching 
had  leave  to  report  at  any  time  they  deem  proper. 

The  chair,  under  the  rule,  called  for  reports  from  com- 
mittees ;  when  A.  L.  P.  Green  presented  the  report  of  the 
publishing  committee  of  the  S.  W.  Christian  Advocate, 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 

Book  Concern.  ^ > . 

7-^^n  motion  the  tttle  of  business  was  suspended  to  take 
'  up  the  special  order  of  the  day,  viz. :  The  appeal  of  Francis 

A.  Harding  of  the  Baltimore  Conference. 
:  J.  Early  announced  that  the  appellant  was  present,  and 
hftd  spoken  to  W.  A.  Smith,  of  the  Virginia  Conference, 
to  act  as  his  representative,  in  presenting  and  prosecuting 
the  aj^eal. 

The  journal^  of  the  Baltimore  Conference,  unfolding  its 
.  action  in  regard  to  the  appellant,  and  from  which  he 
appeals,  was  read  by  the  Secretary.  From  this  it  appeared 
that  F.  A.  Harding  had  been  suspended  from  his  ministerial 
standing  for  refusing  to  manumit  certain  slaves  which 
oame  into  his  possession  by  his  marriage.  On  motion  of 
&  Luckey  and  J.  B.  Pinley,  the  appeal  was  admitted  and 
entertained. 

W.  A.  Smi^,  in  behalf  of  the  appellant,  made  a  state- 
^smt,  and  argued  the  case  imtil  near  the  hour  of  adjodm- 
^esnt.  When  he  had  concluded',  J.  A.  Collins  moved  thai 
;the  case  be  postponed,  and  made  the  special  order  for  to- 
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^^  ^-    1  moiTow,  to  be  taken  op  immedialdy  after  die  leadmg  <rf, 

\  the  journal.    Adopted.  ./ 

\^.  Conference  adjourned  witli  prayer  by  brother  Upham. 


\ 


timore  Gonfei 


"•y*  WEDNESDAY,  MAY  8. 

Conference  met  at  half-past  eight  o'clock,  Bishop  Hed- 
ding  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  religious  exercises 
by  brother  Dow. 

On  motion  the  journal  of  yesterday  was  so  amended  as 
to  read,  "  the  order  of  business  according  to  the  rule  was 
suspended,  to  take  up  the  order  of  the  day,  viz.,  the  appeal 
of  r .  A.  Harding."  The  journal  as  amended  was  approved 
and  confirmed. 

SeconsiSeration  of  the  appeal  case  before  the  Confer- 
ence yesterday  was  resumed^ 
'bAaS^JrfB^  ^'  ^'  Collins,  in  behalf  of  the  Baltimore  Conference  in 
this  case,  addressed  the  Conference  in  reply  to  W.  A.  Smith, 
r  and  in  defence  of  the  action  of  the  Baltimore  Conference, 
until  eleven  o'clock.  H.  Slicer,  A.  Griffith,  and  T.  B.  Sar- 
\  gent,  were  also  heard  for  the  Baltiiqore  Conference./"''^ 
'  '  When  the  delegates  of  the  Baltimore 'COiil«zence  had 
spoken,  place  was  given  to  the  representative  of  the  appel- 
lant to  rejoin.  At  this  point  J.  Early  moved  that  the  further 
consideration  of  this  case  be  postponed  until  to-morrow 
morning  at  ten  o'clock,  and  that  it  be  made  the  special  or- 
der for  that  time.  J.  A.  Collins  moved  to  amend,  by  insert- 
ing, instead  of  ten  o'clock,  **  immediately  after  the  reading 
of  the  journal."  This  was  lost.  N.  Rounds  moved  to  amend 
by  inserting  "  three  o'clock  to-morrow  aflemoon."  J.  A. 
Collins  moved  further  to  amend  by  insertmg  this  afternoon. 
As  a  substitute,  W.  Capers  moved,  that  the  Conference 
attend  to  this  business  to-morrow  morning,  immediately 
after  reading  the  journal.  W.  M'Mahan  moved,  that 
when  the  Conference  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  meet  the  Ame- 
rican Bible  Society,  to-morrow  morning  at  ten  o'clock. 
This  motion  was  laid  on  the  table.  Finally,  at  fiifleen 
minutes  before  one  o'clock,  E.  R.  Ames  moved  that  Con- 
ference do  now  adjourn ;  which  motioa  was  adopted,  and 
Conference  separated  aller  prayer  by  brother  Spaulding. 

THURSDAY,  MAY  9. 

Conference  met  at  half-past  eight  o'clock,  Bishop  An- 
drew in  the  chair.  Appropriate  religious  exercises  were 
conducted  by  brother  C.  Elliott. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  confirmed. 

J.  B.  M'Ferrin  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  pnr« 
pose  of  considering  a  resbluUon  which  he  wished  to  offer. 
The  motioa  was  laid  on  the  table. 
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E.  R.  Ames  mated  to  cnispend  the  rulei  for  the  purpose        ^^^ 
of  resuming  the  appeal  case  under  consideration  yester- 
day.    This  also  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  chair  presented  an  invitation  from  the  Board  of   invitation  to  ■»- 
Managers  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  to  attend  its    ^!S^*oftt« 
twenty-eighth  anniversary  at  ten  o'clock  this  morning  in    ^^^^lJ!f^^ 
the  Broadway  Tabernacle ;  which  was  signed  by  J.  C.    ■***^**** 
Brigham  and  E.  S,  Janes.    This  was  read ;  and  on  mo- 
tion of  N.  Bangs  the  rules  of  Conference  were  suspended. 
N  Bangs  further  moved,  that  when  the  Conference  ad- 
journ, it  adjourn  at  half-past  nine  o'clock,  to  attend  the 
anniversary  of  the  American  Bible  Society.     This  motion 
prevailed. 

The  delegates  from  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  in  ^^f^^'^fSHT 
Canada  presented  the  Address  of  the  Conference  which  laTcinin:!!  in 
they  represent.    The  Address  was  read ;  and,  on  motion  * 

of  T.  Crowder,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Publication 
to  be  printed,  and  to  the  Committee  of  Correspondence 
to  be  answered.  (See  Document  D.  in  Appendix.) 

J.  H.  Power  presented  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Course  of  % 
Study. 

"Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  a  Course  of  Study  for  ^^J^SrfsS 
licentiates  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  df. 
providing  a  rule  of  discipline,  pointing  out  a  uniform  course 
of  reading  and  study  for  all  preachers  received  on  trial  in 
the  travelling  connection ;  and  extending  such  course  of 
study  through  four  years,  and  till  they  graduate  to  elder's 
orders." 

B.  T.  Crouch  offered  the  following  resdutions,  which 
Were  separately  adopted,  viz. : — 

"  1.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be,  and  ^Jjj^g*"'*^*' 
^ley  are  hereby  instructed  to  inquire  carefully  whether  •'wv- 

our  pec^le  are  as  genendly  and  as  frequently  supplied 
with  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  supper  as  is  desirable ; 
and  if  they  ascertain  a  deficiency  in  this  matter,  to  re- 
commend such  a  method  of  remedy  as  they  may  be  able  ' 
to  devise.                  ' 

**2.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  members  of  this  ^j^SS^^jS. 
body  be  appointed  to  draft,  and  report  to  this  General    4mu. 
Conference,  a  Pastoral  Address  to  the  people  of  our 
charge." 

J.  Porter  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
received  and  referred : — 

''  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Missions  be,  and  are  AmondmeBt  of 
hereby  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  alter-    ^^^  ^^ 
ing  section  3  of  Part  2  of  &e  Discipline,  as  to  make  it 
require  the  appointment  of  a  missionary  steward  in  each 
station  and  circuit,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  attend  to  the 
missionary  interests  of  the  society  to  which  he  belongs." 


/ 
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1^**  At  ^the  hour  choften  for  adjaammeiit,  Conference  ira9 

dismissed  with  Uie  benediction  by  the  President,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  annivenary  meeting  of  the  American  Bible 
Society. 

•^**"  FRIDAY,  MAY  10.     ^ 

I  Conference  met  at  the  regalar  hour,  Bishop  Waugh  in 

the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  religions  exercises  by 
brother  Stamper. 

The  chair  announced  that  reports  from  standing  and 
select  committees  were  in  order, 
ir^mehey  wd  Bishop  Soule  presented  a  letter  from  the  General  Sec- 
retaries of  the  Wesleyan  Missionary  Society,  accrediting 
Rer.  Matthew  Richey,  M.  A.,  and  Rev,  William  Case,  of 
Western  Canada,  as  representatives  to  this  Conference  of 
the  Missionary  Committee  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist 
Church  in  England.  It  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Missions.  These  brethren  were  introduced, 
and  addressed  the  Conference ;  and  were  invited  to  seats 
within  the  altar,  at  the  right  hand  of  the  chair. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  presented  a  report  in  part, 
which  was  read.  G.  Pickering  and  J.  B.  Finley  moved 
to  adopt  the  report  and  accompan3ring  resolutions.  On 
motion  of  J.  A.  Collins,,  the  report  and  resolutions  were 
laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

On  motion  of  J.  A.  Collins,  the  rules  were  suspended 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  appeal  of  F«  A.  Harding. 

S.  01in*8  certificate  was  presented  and  read.     He  toc^ 

his  seat  as  a  member,  and  superseded  L.  Clark,  who,  as 

a  reserved  delegate,  had  occupied  it  during  his  detentim 

firom  Conference  by  sickness. 

^MDM  vtyQ.        ^*  ^'  Cahoon  asked  leave  of  absence,  after  this  session, 

Dow.         '    fmr  J.  G.  Dow,  on  account  of  sickness  in  his  family.     On 

notion*,  leave  of  absence  was^  granted.  — 

^iS&^^Dao^  'T^he  appeal  of  P.  A.  Harding  was  resumed.  By  coii- , 
-^ — ^  '  sent  of  W«  A.  Smith,  the  representative  of  the  appellant,  ! 
J.  A.  Collins,  who  acted  in  behalf  of  the  Baltimore  Con*  \ 
feretice,  was  allowed  to  make  a  farther  response  for  the  \ 
Baltimore  Conference  to  the  statement  and  defence  of  W.  4I 
A.  Smith.  He  spoke  until  within  five  minutes  of  deven  ' 
o'clock.  I 

When  W.  A.  Smith  was  about  to  reply,  Conference,  on  / 
motion  of  T.  Crowder,  resolved  to  prolong  the  sessicm  / 
imtil  he  should  have  concluded  his  rejoinder. 
>  W*  A.  Smith;  on  behalf  of  the  impeUant,  was  then  heard 
in  reply  to  the  reptesentattve  of  the  Baltimore  C<Hifer- 
(Ottoe.    He  spoke  until  after  one  o'clock;  and  the  ple^^ 
4ngs  on  both  sides  were  closed.  ^-^ -^^ 

When  notices  had  been  published,  and  preaching  sp- 
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poiiitments  for  to-night  and  Lord's  day  next  were  read; 
Conference  was  dismissed  with  the  henediction  by  the 
President. 


IfqrlO. 


SATURDAY,  MAY  11, 


May  11. 


Conference  met  at  the  usual  hour,  Bishop  Morris  in  the 
chair,  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  brother  Havens. 

The  chair  called  for  reports  from  standing  and  select 
committees. 

The  Committee  on  a  Course  of  Study  for  Licentiates  ^;^^5»21 
presented  a  report,  which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table.    dyiaidontaUe 

The  Committee  on  Revisal  presented  a  report,  in  part,  ^»  '^ ^r*^ 
which  wats  read,  and  on  motion  laid  on  the  taMe.  siakiidoDtebie  - 

The  report  of  the  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Pitts^  ^oS°''  f'm£' 
burg  Christian  Advocate  was  presented,  and  on  motion    ch^AdT. 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern- 

;-~.jCWrtno5on^"orir."Tt.  Ames, '  the  rules '  of  Conferenc^^^J^^^-^^ 
were  suspended  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  appeal  \  tinued.  * 
of  F.  A.  Harding.  W,  A.  Smith  came  forwaurd  when  the 
appeal  was  resumed,  and  asked  leave  to  make  further 
statements  in  regard  to  the  appellant.  A  motion  to  grant 
leave  was  offered  and  carried.  When  the  Conference 
had  heard  Mr.  Smith,  J.  Early  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution, viz. : — 

*  "  Resolved,  That  the  act  of  the  Baltimore  Annual  Con-  t>oci8ioii  m  the 
ference,  by  which  F.  A.  Harding  was  suspended  from  his 
ministerial  functions,  be,  and  the  same  is,  hereby  re- 
versed." ' 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for,  and  ordered  by  a 
vote  of  Conference ;  and  the  Secretary  proceeded  to  call 
the  list  by  Conferences,  in  the  order  in  which  they  stand 
in  the  Discipline,  in  the  chapter  on  boundaries.  The 
Secretaries  reported  the  vote  as  follows: — Na^s  117, 
against  reversing  the  decision  of  the  Baltimore  Confer- 
ence ;  and  56  yeas,  in  favour  of  reversing  that  decision. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the 
kiegative : — 

'.  New-York  Conferertce. — ^Rice,  Carpenter,  G.  Peck,  Strat- 
len,  Sandford,  F.  Reed,  Ferguson,  Martindale,  Richardson. 
providence. — Lovejoy,  Upham,  Benton,  Townsend.  Neuh 
fingkmd, — ^J.  Porter,  King,  Crandall,  C.  Adams,  Picker- 
Ingv  Maine, — Hill,  E.Robinson,  Randall,  Morse,  Hobart, 
Tjfickerson,  Webber.  New-Hhmpshire, — E.  Scott,  Cham- 
berlain, Kelley,  Perkins,  Spaulding,  Caboon,  Cass. 
Troy. — Seymour,  Wever,  Covel,  Spicer,  Coleman.  Hough- 
taling,  J.  T.  Peck.  Black  River. — A.  D.  Peck,  A.  Adams, 
Baker,  Ninde.  Oneida. — Snyder,  Comfort,  Rounds,  / 
She{^erd,  Row,  Bo  wen,  Holmes.  Genc^^cr-Filmore,  / 
Luckey,  Steele,  Hibbard,  Seager,  Abell,  Hosmer,  Alv^i^  / 
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^NfII.       m».    j;ne.-^-Steadiiiui»  Bain,  G.  W.  Ckrk,  J.  Rebiqaov^ 
Goodwin.    PHtsburg.^Vi.  Hsnter,  H.  J.  ClariL,  Spencer, 
S.  Elliott,  Boyd,  Wakefield,  DrnmiDond.     Ohia.'^.  Elli- 
ott, Raper,  Sebon,  Trimble,  Finley,  Hsmline,  Connell, 
Fenee.    North  OAio.-^ThoinpeoB,  Power,  Poe,  Yocum, 
'    RimneHa.    Michigan, — G.  Smtcb,  Crane,  BiUingsy  Baugh- 
BMOi.    /iMfta7ki.-*^iiiipeoii,  Wiley,  Aniee>  Miller,  Ruter, 
Wood,  Eddy,  Havew.    ilocJk  iZww.— Weed,  H.  W.  R^ed, 
MitcheQ.     lUimis. — Cartwrigkt,  YanoleTO.     Miswuri. — 
J.  M.  Jamieson.     Texas. — ^J.  Clark.     Bdtimore. — SUcer, 
Griffith,  Bear,  Morgan,  Ti{>pett,  Sargent,  Collins,  DariB, 
Gere,  HUdt.     P^ilade^Ata.— Durbin,  T.  J.  Tbompaon. 
New- Jersey. — ^Winner,  J.  S.  Porter,  Shaw — 117. 
The  fodowing  are  the  namea  of  those  who  voted  affirma- 
.  _  tivelyir- 

^SS^  R^^  iJfwr.— Sinclair.    /Hiww.— Akera,  ^tamper,  N- 

G.  Berryman.  iKfwiwfi.-*-Redma|i,W.  PattQn,J.C.BeRy- 
man*    Kentucky, — Bascom,  Gunn,  Kavanapgb,  Stephen- 
son, Crouch,  Brash.    HoUton^-^Sewier,  S.  Patton,  String- 
field.    7Vwi0«fed.«—MTerrin,  Green,  Madden.  Memphis.-^ 
'  Hanis,  Moody,  M'Mahan,  Joyner«    Arkansas. — J.  C.  Par- 
.  kor,Ratcli£re,A.Hnnter.   T«aRV.— ^Fowler.  Mississippi.-^ 
,  Winans,  Drake,  Lane,  Rogers.    X/o^oma.-^— Murrah,  Bor- 
i  ing,  Garrett,  Hamilton.   Georgia.-^h.  Pierce,  G.  F.  Pierce, 
'  Parks,   Glenn,  Evans,  Longstreet.     South   CaroUna."^ 
I  Capers,  Wightman,  Betts,  Walker,    North  CaroHna.—J. 
'  Jamieson,  Doob.     Virginia^' — Early,  Lee,  W.  A.  Smith, 
Crowder.    PAiMe^^ta.— White, I. T.Cooper, W. Cooper. 
NeuhJersey. — Neal,  Sovereign — 56. 
s-ouanewad.       When  S,  Olin's  name  was  called,  he  a^ed  to  be  ex- 
cused from  voting  on  this  question,  because  indiypositicMi 
had  prevented  him  from  hearing  the  whole  case.    He  was 
on  motion  excused. 
J.  A.  One  pfi^        J.  A.  Gere  also  asked  to  be  excused  ftom  voting,  be- 
exeriM  ci^use  he  had  once  sat  in  judgment  on  the  case,  and  had 

been  called  upon  a»  a  wiuies^.     He  was  not  excused. 
AbMBtaM.  jj  appeared,  oi>  calling  the  list,  that  h  G.  Dow,  R. 

•  Paine,  and  L.  Scott  were  absent, 
^i^'  N.  Bangs  and  S.  Dunwody  were  reported  sick. 

So  the  motion  to  reverse  the  act  of  the  Baltimore  An- 
nual Conference  was  lost  by  the  above  vote  of  117  to  56. 
The  chair  decided  that  this  vote  virtually  affinned  the 
action  of  the  Baltimore  Annual  Conference,  in  suapendii^ 
Francis  A.  Harding  from  his  ministerial  standing.    W. 
Capers  took  an  appeal  from  the  decisiop  of  the  chair, 
pwanoii  of  the  Tbe  i^pesj  was  put,  and  the  decision  of  the  chair  sua- 
fr^,  wbS^  ^9ifi^  ^  ^  ^ote  of  1 1 1  for  sustaining  the  decision,  and  53 
taiMd.           against  sustaining  it.    So  the  vote  virtually  affirmed  the 
action  of  the  B^ijmore  Conference  on  suspendcag  f.  A. 
Bariftng-  
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A  motkni  to  adjmtfn  was  }mt  and  lost.  ttirit- 

Tlie  chak  annoitnced  the  foUowkig  coanittM  to  pvd-  ^SwSnlT 
pare  a  Pastoral  Address  :— 

W.  Capeis,  J.  P.  Durbin,  P.  Akers,  G.  Elliott,  E. 
8cott. 

The  order  of  bueiness  was  resumed,  and  the  chair 
called  for  tepoits,  metnorials,.  $cc, 

Pravidenee  Confefenee.'^F.  Uphaa  presented  a  memo-  ftwgg<Mg 
rial  horn  Walpole  statuHi,  asking  to  foe  set  off  to  the  New- 
England  Conference :  referred  to  Committee  on  Boonda- 
ries.  Also  memerials  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  from 
Woonsoeket,  Marshfield,  West  Providence  stadon,  Dux- 
bmy,  and  Stooghton,  whtck  weie  ref^red  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Slavery.  S.  Benton  presented  memorials  on 
the  subject  of  slavery,  from  Wappisg,  Benton,  and  East- 
port:  referred  to  Committee  on  Slavery.  Abo  one 
fipom  New-London  district,  on  the  same  subject.  Objec- 
tione  were  made  to  its  reception  and  r^erence»  J.  B. 
MTerrin  moved  to  adjourn :  lost.  J.  Early  moved  that 
the  Conference  do  not  receive  and  refer  memorials  on 
which  no  action  is  desired.  After  remarks  were  oftred 
by  several  members,  this  motion  was  withdrawn.  G.  F. 
Pierce  immediately  renewed  the  motion.  W.  W.  Nind^ 
moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table :  carried.    The  memorial 

was  referred  to  the  Commi^ejpn^ageiyf — •  > 

r^^Fr-Ppham  presented'memonals  on  slavery  from  Wood- ' 
'  stock,  Tolland,  Provincetown,  and  Stafford  station,  which  \ 
were  referred  to  the  committee  on  that  subject. 

NeW'England  Conference.-^F.  Crandall  presented  me- 
morials, from  Milbury  and  Saxonville,  on  the  subject  of 
slavery,  which  were  referred.  C.  Adams  presented  a 
memorial  on  the  subject  of  slavery  from  Wales  :  referr 
red  to  Committee  on  Slavery.  Also  resolutions  of  the 
New-England  Conference  concurring  with  the  New>  Jersey 
Conference  respecting  local  preachers;  also  concurring 
with  the  N^w-York  Conference  on  temperance;  also  oon- 
cmrring  with  said  Conference  on  slavery:  all  which  were 
referred  to  appropriate  committees.  Also  a  memori^  of 
said  Conference  on  distributing  the  Conference. funds  to 
superannuated  preachers,  dz^c. :  referred  to  Committee  on 
Ministerial  Suppcnrt. 

Maine  Cot^ence.-^D,  B.  Randall  presented  a  petition 
from  Solon  circuit  on  slavery :  referred  to  Committee  on 
Slavery.  C.  W.  Morse  presented  the  resolutions  of  Maine 
Conference:  1.  Not  approving  of  the  plan  of  a  Social 
and  Domestic  Library;  2.  Concurring  with  New- York  : 
Conference  on  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors;  ^.  Concur- y 
ring  with  said  Conference  for  a  verbal  alteration  ill  the/ 
general'  rule  on  slavery ;  4.  Concurring  with  Genesecr 
Gsofervttce  on  tfao  subject  of  slavesy ;  5.  Coacortif^  wHM 
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■i^n.       the  New- Jersey  Conference  in  relation  to  the  trial  of 

.     local  preachera :  all  of  which  were  referred  to  the  appro* 
'  priate^muiuttefis. 


Troy  c«mf«T-     —  Tfoy  Conf&r&nee.^^f^.  Se3aiioor  presented  a  memonaP 
*°^'  on  the  subject  of  slarery  from  St.  Albans  station ;  and  J. 

B.  Honghtaling  presented  a  report  of  a  committee  of  the 
Troy  Conference,  adopted  Jane  6th,  1843,  on  the  subject 
of  the  resolution  of  the  last  General  Conference  on  colour- 
^  ed  testimony :  -both  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Slavery. 
New-Hanp-  New-Hompskire  Conference. -^W,  D.   Cass  presented 

^Confer-  memorials  from  Corinth,  Granton,  and  Enfield  and 
Bristol  circuits,  Rochester  station,  Northfield,  St.  Paul's 
Church,  Lowell,  Nashua  station ;  and  from  the  Presiding 
Elder,  and  several  travelling  and  local  preachers  of  Dover 
district,  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  which  were  referred. 
GooeMe  Conf.  Genesee  Conference, — ^F.  G.  Hibbard  presented  a  me- 
morial on  the  subject  of  slavery  from  Warsaw  :  referred 
to  Committee  on  Slavery. 
Bile  Conf.  Erie  Conference. — J.  J.  Steadman  preseMed  a  memorial  [ 

on  the  subject  of  slavery  from  Morgan,  Ohio :  referred  to  J 

Committee  on  Slavery.  ,   .  . — • —    " 

Ptttsimrg  Con-        Pittshiarg'Conjwence. — J.   Drummond   presented   the 
feionce.  memorial  of  certain   travelling   preachers  of  Pittsborg 

Conference,  asking  the  formation  of  a  new  Conference : 
referred  to  Committee  on  Boundaries, 
oikio  Coofor-         C^io  Corrferenee. — Bishop  Soule  presented  a  communi- 
*■***  cation  addressed  to  him  from  WiUiam  Nast,  asking  liberty 

to  visit  his  native  country,  &c.  The  substance  of  the 
communication  being  stated  by  the  Bishop,  the  Conference 
ordered  its  reforence  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 
Mkbigtt  Conf.  Michigan  Conference. — E.  Cranib  presented  the  resolu- 
tions of  Michigan  Conference,  concurring  with  thpJi^ew- 
^  York.  Conference  onjhe..  subject  of  temperance  ^^^o  wJn» ' 

\  cOTring  with  said  Conferene^OnTTBiErsubjStt-of  slavery; 
^,  also  non-concurring  with  the  Genesee  Conference  on  the 
I  same  subject :  all  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees. . 
iBinoto  Goaf.    \      lUinois  Conference. — J.  Yancleve  presented  the  resolu- 
f  tions  of. this  Conference,  concurring  with  the  New- York' 
'  Conference  on  the  subjects  of  slavery  and  temperance ;  - 
•  and  also  concurring  with  the  New-Jersey  Conference  on 
'     the  trial  of  local  preachers :   referred  to  the  appropriate  | 
committees. 
AxiouuM  Conf.       ArketMUMs  Conference. -^W .  P.  Ratcliffe  presented  the  \ 
resolutions  of  ^s  Conference,  concurring  with  the  New- 1 
York  Conference  on  the  subjects  of  slavery  and  temper- 
ance ;  and  also  concurring  with  the  New- York  Conference 
on  the  trial  of  local  preachers :  referred. 
Vmi  Conf.        •   Texas  Conference.-^J.  Clark  presented  the  resolutions 
of  the  Tens  Conference,  non-eoncnrriBg  widi  the  New** 
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Yoik.CoQ&cence'  on  ihe  ii^ject  of  slavery,  and4»mcumitg/ 
with  said  Conferenoe  on.  the  sobject  of  tempenace;  aw. 
also  concurring  with  4ie  New*  Jersey  Gonference  onthe  trial 
of  local  preachers :  referred, 

Mississippi  C(mferen4:e,'^W ,  Wiaans  presented  the  reso* 
lutiona  of  Uie  Mississippi  Conference,  non-concurring  with 
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the  New-York  Conference  on  the  subject  of  temperance ;  t 
also  non-concurring  with  the  Genesee  Conference  on  ' 
slavery ;  also  concurring  with  the  New-J«rsey  Conference  / 
on  the  trial  of  l9cal  preachers;  and  also  on  the  subject  oC/ 
a  Social  and  Domestic  Library :  all  which  were  referred' 
to  the  appropriate  committees.  ' 

Alabama  Conference. — W.  Murrah  presented  the.re8olui 
tions  of  the  Alabama  Conference,  approving  of  the  plan  o^ 
a  Social  and  Domestic  Library;  also  of  non-concurr^ic^ 
with  the  New* York  Conference  on  slaveg :  referred  t4 
the  proper  committees.  ^ 

Georgia  Conference, — L.  Pierce  presented  the  resolu-  Georgia  Gout 
tions  of  this  Conference,  non-concurring  with  the  New*' 
York  Conference  on  temperance  and  slavery.:  also  non-' 
concurijng  with  the  Genesee  Conference  on  the  subject  of  1 
slavery ;  also  concurring  with  the  Ne^-Jersey  Conference  1 
on  the  trial  of  local  preachers ;  also  approving  of  the  plan  \ 
of  a  Social  and  Domestic  Library :  all  which  were  re-  ) 
ferred.  ! 

South  Carolina  Conference, — W.  Capers  presented  the 
report  of  the  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Southern 
Christian  Advocate,  which  was  read,  and,  ^on  motion, 
reiferred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concernw  Also 
resolutions  of  the  South  Carolina  Conference,  non-con- 
curring with  the  New- York  Conference  on  the  subjects 
of  §^ax£iXS^^  temperance ;  also  non-concUrring  with  tho 
GeireseeCDonference  on  slavery ;  also  non-concurring 
with  the  New-Jersey  Conference  in  referepce  to  the  trisd 
of  local  preachers :  all  which  were  referred. 

Nevj' Jersey  Conference — L  Winner  presented  the  reso- 
lution of  the  New-Jersey  Conference,  non-concurring,  with 
the  Genesee  Conference  on  the  subject  of  slavery;  and 
concurring  with  New- York  Conference  on  slapea^  and 
temperance :  referred.  Also  a  resolution  of  the  New- 
Jersey  Conference,  making  a  local  preacher  responsible 
for  any*and  all  offences  in  such  place  or .  places  where 
such  offence  may  be  committed :  referred  to  Committee 
on  RevisaL  Also  asking  a  rule  requiring  a  report  of  the 
number  of  churches  in  each  charge,  to  be  printed  in  Uie^ 
general  Minutes :  referred  to  Committee  on  RevisaL 

The  President  called  for  appeals.  W.  Capers  then 
stated  that  Joseph  P.  Korton,  of  the  South  Carolina  Con- 
ference, appealed  fjrom  the  decision  of  said  Conferenoe^ 
locating  him  without  his  consent. 
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M^ii-  I.  WnmeT  presented  the  foUowiDg  reeohiAHi,  wUch 

was  refened  to  the  Conpittee  on  the  Book  Concern : — ' 
BeMhitioB  COD-  **  Resolred,  That  the  General  Coi^erence  be  requested 
^^^^}  80  to  amend  the  Discipline,  on  page  185,  section  8,  that 
these  words  Preferring  to  Book  Agents,  A^c.)  maybe  stricken 
out,  viz. :  *  snail,  by  virtae  of  tlrait  appointment^  be  mem- 
bers of  the  New* Yo^  Ck>nference  ;*  and  that  Uie  follow- 
ing words  be  inserted  in  their  |dace,  viz. :  '  shall  retain 
their  membership  in  the  several  Conferences  where  they  ' 
belonged  before  their  appointment/  ** 

Also  the  following  resolution,  which  was  referred  to 

the  Committee  on  Revisal : — 

iMwdttta  «s        (<  Resolved,  That  the  General  Conference  be  requested 

•vpport.  to  amend  the  rule  of  Di8ci|dine  on  page  269,  under  the 

heading  *0f  the  Allowance  to  the  Ministers,  d^c.,'  so  that 

tilie  foUowing  may  be  added   to  the  first  paragraph: 

<  Nevertheless,  each  Annual  Conference  shall  have  dis- 

"  eretionary  power,  and  may  determine  what  sum,  if  any,. 

shall  be  paid  to  supernumerary  preachers,  and  those  who 

are  superannuated,  and  their  wives :  provided  always,  that 

no  supernumerary  or  superannuated  preacher,  who  has 

done  fifteen  years'  effective,  regular,  itinerant  service,  shall 

be  sublet  to  the  aforesaid  power.'" 

£.  Bowen  presented  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern : — 
BMfltattaA  OS  <'  Resolved,  That  the  offer  of  the  respected  publisher 
^^1^  ^'  of  the  Northern  Advocate  to  transfer  or  make  over  his 
interests  in  said  paper  to  this  body,  on  th^  condition  that 
it  shall  be  taken  into  the  family  of  the  Advocates^  and 
published  mlder  the  direction  of  the  General  Conference, 
be  accepted ;  a  paper  of  that  description  being  loudfy 
ealled  for  in  central  New- York." 

J.  B.  Finley  presented  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions : — 
On  Miaktet  of  "  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Missions  be,  and 
!^ffg!^^  they  are  hereby  respectfully  requested  to  ascertain  the 
whole  amount  of  the  salaries  and  travelling  expenses  of 
the  three  Missionary  Secretaries,  and  report  the  same  as 
soon  as  practicable  to  this  Ccmference." 

IBishop  Hedding  asked  leave  of  absence  from  the  Con- 
ference till  Tuesday  next,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  J.  Early,  the  appeal  of  Bradford  Frazee 
was  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 
On  moticm,  Conference  adjourned  witili  prayer  by  W. 
Cooper. 

'  .  WHtt*  MONDAY,  MAY  13. 

Conference  met  at  the  regular  hour.  Bishop  9oule  in 
the  chair,  and  was  ojpened  by  him  with  reading  God's 
word,  singing,  and  prayer. 
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The  joomftl  of  Satnxday  was  Aad,  comoiid^  aad  cm* 
firaftod. 

The  dhidr  called  for  reporU  from  select  sad  standing 
comnikiees. 

G.  Peck,  chatrman  of  the  Committee  on  Revisal,  pro* 
sented  «  second  report^  which  was  read^  and  oik  .motion 
laid  on  the  table. 

No  other  reports  from  committees  being  offered,  the 
chair,  according  to  ruldf  called  for  petitions,  memonals, 
and  appeals. 

NetD'Yark  Cofiferenee.--^N .  Bangs  presented  &  report 
frOm  a  committee  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Mis« 
sionary  Society  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  containing  somo 
proposed  reTisions  and  alterations  of  the  Constitution  of 
said  society.  This  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Coas^ 
mittee  onJiisfiions^  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

^?Smdence  Confmnce,^^.  BenUm  presented  a  pedfidii 
from  Wilmantick  station  on  slavery :  referred  to  Committee 
on  Slavery.  P.  Townsend  a  petition  on  the  stune  subject 
from  Centreville  circnit :  referred  to  same  committee. 

NwhEngUmd  Conferemee, — P.  Crandall  presented  a  pe^- 
tilion  on  slaver^from  Hubbardstown :  referred.  J.  Por«> 
ter  presjBBtedmemorials  from  Sangus  and  Cunnington, 
and  two  from  Williamsburg  on  davery,  which  were 
referred. 

Maine  Conference, — H.  Nickerson  presented  a  memorial 
from  nine  ^Quarterly  Meeting  Conferences  on  the  Read- 
field  district;  and  petitions  from  Waterville,  Fairfield, 
Wilton,  Mercer,  Skowhe'gan,  New*Sharon,  Farnungton, 
and  Norway,  all  on  the  subject  of  slavei^;;,  and  all  ref<0rred 
lo  the  committee  on  that  subject  M.  Hill  presented  me- 
morials from  Saracappa  and  Harrison,  on  slavery,  which 
were  referred  to  the  committee  on  that  suli^ct. 

NeuhHan^shire  Gn^erence.-^W,  D.  Cass  presented  a 
petition  from  Sandwicm  on  slayei^  referred.  Also,  tho 
concurrence  of  the  New-Hampshire  Conference  with  the 
New- York  Conference  on  restoring  Mr.  Wesley's  rule  on 
spirituous  liquors ;  the  non-concurrence  with  the  Genesee 
Conference  resolution  on  slavery ;  the  non-concurrence  in 
the  New-Jersey  resolution  on  the  trial  of  loeal  pi%achers ; 
and  the  concurrence  with  the  New- York  resolution  on  sla* 
very :  all  which  were  referred  to  the  proper  committees. 

Black  River  Canferenee^^W ,  W.  Ninde  presented  a 
memorial  on  slavery  from  Herkimer  circuit :  referred. 

Genesee  Conference,^^Qi.  Filmore  presented  the  vote  of 
this  Conference  on  what  are  termed  the  Genesee  reso" 
lutions  OH  slavery :  referred. 

OMo  CwferenoeJ^l .  B.  Finley  presented  a  mjmiodAL 
from  Hebron  circuit  on  slavery :  .refezzed^-        '^ 
'^iKshop  SOttle  presented  a  commonication  from  the 
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AAican  Insthnte,  of  Fimnce,  aoiioimoing  hui  dection  as 
an  honorary  member,  signed  by  the  Prince  of  Rohan 
Rochfoit  as  President,  imd  Hypol3rte  Daniel  de  Saint 
Anthoine  as  Secretary  General.  In  presenting  this  letter, 
wlttch  was  read,  and  the  accompan3rii^  papers,  the  chair 
proposed  their  reference  to  some  committee,  that  he  might 
obtain  their  advice  in  regard  to  giving  in  his  adhesion, 
and  accepting  the  honour  offered  hmi.  H.  Sheer  moved 
to  refer  the  letter  and  documents  to  the  Committee  on 
Episcopacy,  to  consider  and  report  thereon.  W.  Capers 
moved,  as  a  substitute  for  this  motion,  that  this  Confer- 
ence, having  entire  confidence  in  the  discretion  of  the 
senior  Bishop,  c<vnmit  this  matter  to  himself :  lost.  P.  P. 
Sandford  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  ^  a  special  com- 
mittee," in  place  of  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy :  the 
amendment  was  lost.  The  original  resolotion  prevailed, 
and  the  papers  were  given  to  the  Committee  on  Episco- 
pacy. 

North  Ohio  Conference, — E.  Thompson  presented  a  me- 
morial from  Plymouth  circuit,  on  a  Domestic  Colonization 
Society,  which,  on  motion,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Slavery.     A  motion  to  refer  the  above  to  a  special 
i^gmmittgBjgag  nmonded  by.iefenJHg  as  above. 
^TiSRana  Conference^. — ^A.  Wiley  presented' itoBS^peti-    ." 
tions  from  Winchester  circuit  on  slavery,  which  were/ 
referred.  ^.^ — ^^      -^ 

Rock  River  Conference. — ^J.  T.  Mitchell  presented  a 
petition  from  the  entire  delegation,  asking  leave  to  take  a 
collection  in  Conference  this  day,  to  aid  in  erecting  a 
M.  E.  Church  in  Milwaukie,  Wisconsin  Territory.  T. 
Stringfi^d  moved  to  refer  this,  and  the  case  of  all  the 
most  necessitous  churches,  to  a  committee  of  five,  which 
was  laid  on  the  table.  A  further  proposal  to  adopt  the 
resolution  of  the  memorial,  and  appoint  a  committee  to 
take. the  collection,  was  also  laid  on  the  table. 

Missouri  Conference. — W.  W<  Bedman  presented  me- 
morials from  all  the  stations  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  and 
the  resolution  of  the  Missouri  Conference,  praying  that 
the  General  Conference  of  IB48  may  assemble  there. 
On  motion,  these  were  laid  on  the  table  till  the  question 
of  the  place  of  the  next  General  Conference  be  called  up. 

Kentucky  Conference. — E.  Stephenson  presented  a  pe- 
tition on  the  division  of  this  Conference,  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Mississippi  Conference. — W;  Winans  presented  the  re- 
solution oi  ncm-concurrence  in  the  New- York  resolution 
on  slavery :  referred. 

Bakimore  Coirferenee. — J.  Davis  presented  a  mem(»ial 
from  William  Houstoui,  praying  the  General  Conference 
to  resume  his  case  as  imfinished  business,  and  admit  and 
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consider  his  appeal  from  the  action  of  the  Baltimore  Con- 
ference in  locating  him  six  years  ago.  This  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal  and 
Unfinished  Business.  H.  Slicer  presented  the  non-con- 
currence of  this  Conference  with  the  New- York  Confer- 
ence on  slarery,  and  the  change  of  Wesley's  rule  on  spi- 
rituous liquors ;  «nd  their  unanimous  concurrence  in  the 
Neir-Jersey  resolution  on  the  trial  of  local  preachers :  all 
referred.  * 

PhUadelphuL  Conference, — ^J.  P.  Durbin  presented  a  me- 
morial from  the  Executiye  Committee  Of  the  American 
Temperance  Union,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Temperance.  Also,  a  memorial  ironic  the  Trustees  of 
the  Union  M.  E.  Church,  of  Philadelphia,  prating  the 
next  General  Conference  to  sit  in  that  city :  laid  on  the 
table,  to  be  called  up  at  the  proper  time. 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Memorial  <^ 
W.  J.  Waller  asked  the  Conference  to  pass  a  resolution 
pern^iuing  Dr.  Waller  to  appear  in  person  before  the 
committee.  A.  B.  Longstreet  moved,  as  a  substitute,  that 
the  committee  be  authorized  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers:  adopted. 

The  chair  introduced  to  the  Conference  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Lyell,  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  who  briefly 
addressed  the  Conference. 

J.  P.  Durbin  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
'  was  adopted :— - 

"  Resolved,  That  every  naember,  when  his  Conference 
is  called  for  memorials  or  Conference  resolutions,  shiUi 
present  at  once  all  such  documents  as  he  may  have  in  his 
possession,  or  under  his  control ;  and  that  this  Confer- 
ence will  receiye  no  more  petitions  or  memorials  on  gene- 
ral subjects  after  this  week. 

G.  W.  D.  Harris,  of  the  Memphis  Ctrnferenee^  reminded 
the  chair  that  this  Conference  had  been  unintentionally 
passed  by,  and  asked  leave  to  present  some  papers.  He 
gave  in  the  non-concurrence  of  his  Conference  in  the  New- 
York  and  Genesee  resolutions  on  slavery,  and  the  change* 
of  Mr.  Wesley's  rule  on  spirituous  liquors;  and  their 
unanimous  concurrence  with  the  New-Jersey  Conference 
on  the  tritJ  of  local  preachers  :  referred. 

The  order  of  the  day,  the  appeal  of  Bradford  Frazee 
from  the  action  of  the  Michigan  Conference,  who  had 
loc&ted  him  without  his  consent,  was  taken  up.  The 
journal  of  the  Michigan  Conference  was  read.  J.  B. 
Finley  moved  to  admit  the  appeal. 

A  motion  to  •prolong  the  session  ten  minutes  was  lost, 
and  Conference  adjourned  at  one  o'clock^  with  prayer  by 
brother  Stringfield. 


IfaylS. 


Dr.  WallM^ 
caae  butmct- 
ed. 


Dr.LyeU. 


Raceptkm  of 
memoriali  to 
close  this 


BCemphis    Coo- 
foraoce. 


Ajipeal  of  Brad' 
lordFraaee. 


4S  Jmmui  9f  Gmmti  (kt^irmtef  lB4iL 


MvM.  TUESDAY,  MAT  14. 

•  Coaforenoe  met  it  half-past  eight  o'clocki  Bbhop  HeA- 

ding  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  reading  the 
Scriptures,  suiging,  and  prayer,  oy  brother  Alverson. 
The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read,  and  aj^Nrored^ 
The  chair,  under  the  rule,  called  for  reports  from 
standing  and  select  committees, 
MMMdtt  «f  J.       When  the  MiMgan  Ccnfor€ne9  was  called,  E.  Crane 
^^**^         presented  the  memorial  of  John  Scotford,  praying  to  be 
released  from  ^  debt  to  the  Book  Concern :  refmed  to 
the  Committee  ob  the  Book  Concern. 
South  Carolina       South  Carolina  Coh/ereniitf.— >H.  A.  C.  Walker  pre* 
conferenca.      rented  a  memorial  from  Wilmington  station,  pmying  that 
the  station  may  not  be  set  off  to  any  other  Conference : 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 
mifiaddiphia  Philadelphia  Cor^erence. — L.  Scott  presented  the  quad- 

ito^"fx:har-  ronnial  report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Chartered  Fund  of 
tend  Fond,      the  M.  E.  Church,  and  the  nomination  of  the  Board  to  fill 
three  vacancies  which  have  occurred  by  death  and  resign 
nation.     On  motion  of  T.  B.  Sargent,  these  documents 
were  referred  to  a  special  committee  of  five,  to  prepare 
^      the  business  for  the  action  of  the  Conference.    The  chair 
announced  the  following  as  the  Committee : — 
Committee  on      CoMMiTTBS  ON  Charts&ed  Fund.-^T.  B.  Sargent,  £. 
the  mdqect.      ^  ^^^g^  L  M.  Lee,  G.  Filmore,  G.  W.  Webber. 
Petitionfl^  me*       The  chslr  called  Ibr  petitions,  memorials,  and  appeals, 
moaais,  *e.  ,  andthaJConfeifiiices  were  called  in.  order. 
New-EngiMid/'^'     "JieH^Englond  Cbnferifm\^-'Xy.  S.  King  presented  p5K 
\  Conference.  '^  ^^^  ^^  slavery  from  Shelbume  Falls,  East  Cambridge,] 

>  and  Gloucester:  refiBtiifid iCL^^e  Committee  on  Slavei^y 
^^wji^onBrad-    ^The-^OBsideratron  of  the  appeal  oflBr&dibnrTri^ee 
was  resumed,  on  J.  B.  Finley's  motion  of  yesterday  to 
admit  (he  appeal.     The  motion  to  admit  passed. 
'  The  appellant  appeared  in  person,  stated  the  grounds 

1^  his  appeal,  showing  cause  why  he  appealed,  and  made 
\  his  defence.     G.  Smith,  A.  BOlings,  and  J.  Baughman,  of 

the  Michigan  Conference,  responded  to  the' plea,  and  the 
qipellant  replied.     This  closed  the  pleadings  on  both 
*>  sides.     Whereupon,  A.  L.  P.  Green  moved  to  refer  the 

*  case  back  again  to  tli^  Michigan  Conference.   J.  A.CoHins, 

'  ^  as  a  anbstitute,  proposed  to  reverse  the  decision  of  the 

^     »  Michigan  Conference,  whereby  the  appellant  was  located 

Without  his  consent.     The  substitute  was  adopted;  S9 
'cUganCon^Sl  ^^^  location  of  B.  Frazee  was  reversed,  and  he  is  restored 
,  ^'  ence  reversed,  to  his  Standing,  itt  the  itinerant  connection*  ........>^' 

^^  '  W.  Capers  and  S.  Oiia  offered  the  following  preamUtf 

and  resolution : — 
"  In  view  of  the  distracting  agitation  which  has  so  long 
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preTaakdontheanbleoiof  6k;rary«iidabolitioD,AndMpe-       MifM. 
cially  the  difficulties  imder  whieh  we  labour  in  the  pftweat 
Geaenl  Conference,  on  ftpoount  of  the  telatire  position  | 
of  our  brethren  North  and  Sooth  oft  this  perplexing  qnee*: 
tion;  therefore, 

"  ResolTod,  That  a  conunittae  of  ^ee  fion  the  Nofth 
and  three  from  the  South  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the 
Bishops,  and  report  within  two  days,  as  to  the  possibiliQr 
of  adopting  some  plan,  and  what,  for  the  permanent  paci- 
fication of  the  church." 

£.  Thompson  moved  to  amend  by  inserting,  ^  and  three 
from  the  middle."  On  motion  of  W.  W.  Redman,  tbs 
amendment  was  laid  on  the  table. 

During  the  discussion  which  arose,  P.  Crandall,  on 
motion,  had  leave  to  continue  his  remarks  after  he  had 
spoken  fifteen  minutes. 

On  motion  of  J.  A*  Collins,  the  words,  ^  a  committee  of 

\    six,"  were  substituted  for  the  words,  *'  a  committee  of  three 

j  firom  the  South  and  three  from  the  North,"  and  the  reaolo^ 

V  tion,  thusamended.  was  unanimously  adopted*. 

' — Fi  iBeen  presente<i  a  memorial  irotn  tneSabbrth-School 

Conyention  which  recently  sat  in  this  city.    It  was  read, 

and  with  the  accompanying  docnraeiits  referred  to  the 

Committee  on  Simday  Scbods. 

The  chair  presented  a  letter  fixun  Rfev.  Dr.  Justin  Ed*  Cofflmii]U(^fimi 
wards.  Secretary  of  the  American  and  Foreign  Sabbath  ^  *^^  ^'"^ 
Union,  accompanied  by  two  hundred  copies  of  the  first 
annual  report  of  the  Union,  and  as  many  copies  of  Pei^ 
manent  Sabbath  Documents.  The  letter  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Sabbath ;  and  the  report 
and  documents  distributed  aaong  the  members  of  the 
ConiBrence. 

J.  P.  Dnrbin  ofiered  the  following  reselution,  which 
was  adopted :— - 

**  Resolred,  That  to-morrow  be  observed  by  this  Con-  Day  ef 
ference  as  a  day  of  fasting  and  humiliation  before  God,    ^' 
and  prayer  for  his  blessing  upon  the  conmnttee  of  six,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Bisli^^,  on  the  present  difficulties ; 
and  that  the  how  from  twelve  to  one  o'clock  be  devoted 
to  religious  services  in  the  Conference." 

Oa  moti<m  of  S«  Olin,  leave  of  absence  from  the  Con- 
ference was  granted  to  the  Secretary,  T.  B.  Sargent,  fiat 
the  session  of  Monday  next,  to  affinrd  him  an  opportunity 
of  preaching  on  the  sabbath  at  Middletown. 

On  motion,  the  rules  were  suspended  for  the  ptnrpose 
of  taking  1^  a  collection  in  the  Ceirferenoe,  to  be  equafly 
£vided  between  two  iMrethsen  who  had  lost  Or  been 
robbed  of  their  pocket  books  and  money. 

*  Brotber  Collio)^  motion  to  amend,  having  been  omitted  in  the 
joumalff,  we  hsve  copied  it  fixm  the  reperteifii  aeeoimti. 
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Appointment  of 
UM  Committee 
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The  hour  of  adjoumiiieiit  haying  come,  dmietmee 
separated  after  prayer  by  broker  Seott. 

The  chair  informally  announced  the  committee  ordered 
this  momingy  aa  fidlows, . 


-  William  Capers,  Stephen  Olin,  William  Winans,  John 
Eaily,  Leonidas  L.  Hamline,  Pfaineas  Crandall. 
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Conference  met  at  the  usual  hour.  Bishop  Andrew  in 
the  chair;  and  the  opening  exercises  were  conducted  by 
brother  Simpson. 

The  chair  called  for  reports  from  standing  and  select 
committees. 

S.  Luckey,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Address 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Canada,  and  the 
resolution  inviting  the  delegates  to  seats  with  this  body, 
presented  a  report,  which  was  road  and  adopted.  It  was 
deemed  inexpedient  to  invite  them  to  seats. 

Petitions,  memorials,  and  appeals  were  next  in  order. 
r'  Promdence  Conference.^F,  Upham  presented'  a* petition 
to  slavery  from  Sandwichtown,  which  wss  referred. 
' .  New-England  Conference. — C.  Aduns  presented  a  me- 
morial from  that  Annual  Conference,  and  another  from 
Pelkham  station,  on  slavery ;  which  were  referred. 

Maine  Conference. — G.  Webber  presented  a  memorial 
on  slavery  from  Orrington :  referred. 

NenhHaanpshire  Conference. — S.  Chamberlin  presented 
a  memorial  from  Haverhill,  Mass.,  which  was  referred. 
C.  D.  Cahoon  presented  memorials  from  Whitefield,  Ply- 
mouth, and  Derby,  which  were  referred. 

Troy  Conference. — ^T.  Seymour  presented  memorials  on  , 
slavery  from  Johnson  and  Waterville  :  referred.  > 

Erie  Conference. — ^J.  J.  Steadman  presented  the  con-  , 
currence  of  this  Conference  in  the^  New^York  resolutions 
€MD  slavery  and  temperance ;  and  its  non-concurrence  in  the 
Genesee  resolutions  on  slavery ;  also  its  action  in  favour 
of  the  Social  and  Domestic  Library.    These  were  all  ap-  \ 
propriately  referred.  ^ 

North  Carolina  Conference. — ^J.  Jameson  presented  a 
memorial  from  JonesviUe  circuit,  praying  for  the  alteration 
of  a  rule  in  Discipline:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revisal. 

BaUim&re  Conferemee.^^.  A.  Collins  presented  the 
minutes  of  a  convention  of  the  friends  of  the  Lord's  day 
in.  Baltimore  city,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Sabbath. 

On  motion  of  I.  T.  Cooper,  the  following  resoluticm  of 
instruction  was  sent  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal  :-«-> 


Jcurntio/Qmerd  Cm^enncBfl^iA. 

"Berolvedy  That  die  Comniittee  oa  Reyiaal  and  Un* 
finished  Busipess  ba,  and  is  hereby  inslructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  introducing  the  following  or  some 
similar  provision  into  the  Discipline,  to  regulate  the  mode 
of  conducting  the  trial  of  a  travelling  preacher  in  an  An- 
nual Conference,  viz.:  add  at  the  close  of  paragraph 
second  of  the.  ansvirer  to  quest.  1,  sec.  19,  chap.  1,  af&r 
the  words,  '  the  whole  matter,' — *  The  whole  charge  and 
specifications  shall  be  first  presented  in  writing  by  the 
accuser,  or  a  committee  in  the  name  pf  the  church,  and  a 
copy  shall  be  furnished  the  defendant,  if  desired.  The 
Conference  shall  then  appoint  a  committee  of  prosecution, 
to  adduce  the  testimony  and  reprdisent  the  church ;  after 
which  the  defendant  shall  make  his  defence  persen^y 
or  by  his  representative^  (who  shall  be  a  member  of  the 
Conference ;)  the  committee  representing  the  church  may 
then  respond,  which  shall  close  the  pleadings  on  botii 
aides ;  but  if  new  matter  be  admitted,  it  may  be  replied 
to.  The  defendant  shall  withdraw,  and  the  Conference 
decide.'" 

T.  String^eld  offered  a  resolution  of  further  instruction 
to  the  above  committee,  which  was,  on  motion  of  P.  P 
Sandford,  laid  on  the  table. 

,  W.  A.  Smith  presented  the  report  of  the  Publishing 
Committee  of  the  Richmond  Christian  Advocate,  which 
was  retkd,  and>  on  motion,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Book  Concern. 

J.  Clark  offered  a  resolution  instructing  the  Committee 
on  Revisal  to  inquire  and  report  on  the  expediency  of 
several  changes  in  the  Discipline ;  which,  on  motion  of 
H.  Slicer,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

L.  M..  Lee  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  waa 
adopted,  viz.  :-^ 

.  *'  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Address  of  the  Bishops 
as  relates  to  the  publication  of  *  common  obituary  notices' 
in  the.  General  Conference,  paf^rs,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  and  that  they  be  in* 
stnicted  to  consider  and  report  thereon." 

B.  M.  Drake  offered  a  resolution  proposing  to  strike 
out  a  clause  in  the  Discipline,  which  was,  on  motion,  lai4 
on  the  table  according  to  rule.  The  resolution  ia  as 
follows  :•— 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Discipline,  chapter  2,  section  3r> 
page  84,  on  the  reception  of  members,  be  amended  by 
striking  out  the  words^  'both  of  the  correctness  of: their 
faith.'" 

On  motion  of  A.  Poe,  Conference  resolved  to  take  Hxp 
and  consider  the  appeal  of  Luman  H.  Allen,  from  the 
action  of  the  North  Ohio  Conference,  by  which  he  had 
been  suspended. 
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appeal  iniiat  be  considered  with  closed  dows ;  and  it  was 
OMude  Che  order  of  the  daj  for  to-morrow. 
'^Sa^  ^  '•  A.  L.  P.  Green  made  a  verbal  eommnnieation  to  the 
Conference  rektlTe  to  ihe  papers  of  the  late  reverend  and 
venerable  Philip  Brace.  On  motion,  this  subject  was  re- 
ferred to  the  delegates  from  the  Yiiginia  and  Tennessee 
Conferences,  to  be  subsequently  reported  to  this  Confer- 
ence for  future  action,  and  the  disposition  of  the  pc^iers. 

On  motion  of  E.  R.  Ames,  the  report,  in  part,  of  the 
Committee  on  Missions,  presented  on  Friday,  lOdi  inst, 
relative  to  the  formation  of  an  Indian  Mission  Conference, 
was  taken  up.  H.  Slicer  moved  to  refer  this  report  to  die 
Committee  on  Boundaries.  This,  on  motion  of  T.  String- 
^  field,  was  laid  on  the  table.    The  report  was  adopted 

SfVer  some  discussion.      The  resolutions  of  the  report 
read  thus  >-* 

^  1.  Resolved,  That  there  be  estabhshed  an  Infiaa 
Mission  Conference,  to  be  bounded  as  fellows,  viz. : — On 
the  north  by  the  Missouri  River ;  east  by  the  states  of 
Missouri  and  Arkansas;  south  by  Red  River;  and  west 
by  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

'*  2.  Resolved,  That  the  Indian  Mission  Conference  be 
•ntided  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  other  Annual 
Conferences." 
^jgSl^ff  ^       On  motion  of  E.  R.  Ames,  the  report  as  adopted  was 
BoondaiiM.      referred  to  the*  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

J.  B.  Alverson  asked  leave  of  absence  from  the  Con- 
\  ferenee  on  Saturday  next  for  F.  G.  Hibbard.    Leave  was 

'    granted. 

On  motion  of  T.  Crowder,  L.  M.  Lee  had  access  given 
Um  to  the  papers  of  this  Conference  to  aid  him  in  pre- 
paring a  Life  of  his  uncle,  the  Rev.  Jesse  Lee. 

A  few  minutes  before  twelve  o'clock.  Bishop  Soule 
was  invited  into  the  chair  by  Bishop  Andrew,  to  conduct 
the  prayer  meeting  which  Conference  yesterday  resolved 
to  hold  during  the  last  hour  of  to-day's  session.  'Bishop 
Soule  gave  out  two  hymns,  and  at  his  request  brothers 
Richey  and  Early,  and  brothers  Crandali  and  Winans, 
M  the  devotions  of  the  Conference.  After  these  ezer- 
eises.  Bishop  Hedding  was  called  into  the  chair,,  gave  out 
another  hymn,  and  invited  brothers  Capers  and  Filmore^ 
'so  lead  in  prayer. 

Soon  after  one  o'clock  Bishop  Heddhig  pronounced  the 
benediction,  and  Che  Conference  retired. 
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Conference  met,  according  to  role,  at  half^past  eight 
o'cIocK,  Bi9hop  Waugh  in  the  chair.  The  religious  exM* 
oises  were  conducted  by  brother  Crowder. 

Tbff  chair  called  for  reports  from  standing  and  select  R«poitt. 
committees. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  presented  a  second  report,  committae  on 
in  part,  which  was  resd,  ^nd,  on  motion,  was  laid  on  the    {^l^j^' 
table  for  the  present. 

The  Committee  on  Revisal  presented  a  third  report,  in  Com.  on  m^ 
part,  relating  to  the  memc^al  of  William  Houston  to  the    '^     ^' 
present  General  Conference,  and  his  appeal  to  the  Confer- 
ence of  1840,  accompanied  with  the  papers.    On  motion, 
ihe  consideration  of  the  subject  was  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for  to-morrow. 

The  Committee  on  a  Course  of  Study  for  licentiates  in  Oon.aiiOo«BM 
the  ministry,  and  exhorters,  presented  a  report,  which    <^^**^* 
was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  according  to  the  rule. 

The  Committee  on  the   Memorial  of  J.  H.  Young  Memoiiai  of  j. 
presented  a  report,  which,  on  motion,  was  laid  on  the    **  ^*"*^ 
table. 

Bishop  Soule,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  Confer^  ^^^ISSS* 
ence,  reported  verbally  that  they  had  not  yet  been  able  to    fM^eftinMT* 
make  a  repcnrt*    On  motion,  further  time  was  granted  to 
the  committee. 

Petitionsr,  memorials,  and  appeals  were  declared  in  Petitions,  mo-' 
order.    The  Annual  Conferences  were  called  for  in  sue-    "«ni*»»»  Ac- 
cession. • 

NewYork   Conference, — ^.  Peck  presented  a  report  Nv^q«itc»- 
from  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Sunday-School  Uniim  gSSSS^schooi  ■ 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  proposing  anndby    Union, 
alterations  in  the  Constitution  of  ^e  Union.    The  tw^aai' 
was  read,  and  on  motion  ^referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Sunday  Schools. 

P.  Bice  presented  a  memorial  signed  by  many  official 
members  oi  our  churches  in  this  city,  inviting  the  next 
General  Conference  to  sit  here.    The  memori^  waa  lai 
on  the  table,  to  be  called  i^>  when  the  place  oi  sitting  te 
that  OonlfiifiQieshall  be  determined  on.   _.  _ 

'  Mawe  Conferenc^.'-^M.  IIlll  priflTehted  a  memenid  front  Maine  Conf. 
^onroe  circuit  on  slavery:  referred.  J.  Hobart  presented 
.1^  petition  on  slavery  from  Hamden,  which  was  relMred. 
AlsQ  oi|e  from  the  same  place  against  the  annexation  of 
Texas,  which,  on  motion,  the  petitioners  had  leave  to 
withdraw. 

New^^nghmd  Cmtferen^,*-'F.  Craadall  p^eeented 
tien^  on  slavery  from  Fitchburg,  Leominster,  and  As' ' 
ham,  which  wese  referred. 
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Mayie.      /    New-Hampshire  Conference. — J.  G.  Dow  presented  a 

^c^tnnS^^t  petition  on  slayeiy  from  East  Barnard  station  :  referred. 

Ohio    Confer^  ♦  '    Okio  Conference, — J.  F.  Wright  presented  the  report  of 

*'*^'  the  delegation  appointed  in  1840  to  the  General  Confei- 

ence  of  the  Evangelical  Association,  which  sat  in  Cctober, 

1843.    The  report  and  correspondence  were  read,  andt 

on  motion  of  W.  Capers,  referred  to  the  Committee  of 

Publication,  to  be  printed.     (See  Documents  F  and  6,  in 

Appendix.) 

Kentuok^  Conference. — G.  W.  Brush  presented  an  invi- 
tation from  LouisTille  to  the  General  Conference,  to  hold 
its  next  session  there :  laid  on  the  table  with  other  memo- 
rials on  the  same  subject,  to  be  tailed  up  at  the  pi;oper  time. 

Memphis  Cot^erenee. — G.  W.  D.  Harris  presented  the 
imanimous  concurrence  of  this  Conference  in  the  plan  of 
a  Social  and  Domestic  Library :  referred  to  the  special 
committee  on  that  subject. 

Mississippi  Conference. — G.  M.  Rogers  presented  a 
memorial  from  Asbury  H.  Shanks,  praying  to  be  released 
from  a  debt  to  the  Book  Concern :  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Book  Concern. 

Baltimore  Conference.-^T .  B.  Sargent  presented  the 
action  of  this  Conference,  disapproving  almost  unanimously 
of  the  plan  of  a  Social  and  Domestic  Library  :  referred  to 
the  committee  on  that  subject. 

The  order  of  the  day,  the  appeal  of  Luman  H.  Allen, 
was  called. 

J.  S.  Porter  moved  to  postpone  the  order  of  the  day  to 
allow  him  to  present  a  resolution :  lost 

In  resuming  the  appeal  of  L.  H.  Allen,  it  was  resolved, 
on  motion  of  A.  Poe,  to  sit  vrith  closed  doors  during  the 
ccmsideration  of  this  appeal.  This  resolution  was  so 
amended  as  not  to  exclude  regular  travelling  preachers. 
It  was  moved  further  to  amend,  so  as  to  exclude  all  the 
reporters,  except  the  official  one,  and  that  no  report  at  all  be 
made  of  this  case.  H.  Slicer  moved  still  further  to  amend 
liy  allowing  the  reporters  who  are  on  the  floor  to  remain. 
IT.  Sovereign's  motion  to  lay  this  on  the  table  was  lost 
On  motion  of  A.  Poe  the  vote  on  his  motion  was  reconsi- 
dered. P.  P.  Sandford  then  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to 
sit  with  closed  doors  on  the  table :  lost  H.  Slicer  moved 
as  a  substitnte,  that  during  the  examination  of  this  case  no 
one  but  the  members  and  officers  be  allowed' to  attend. 
The  substitute  was,  on  motion,  laid  on  the  table;  W.  W. 
Redman  naoved  as  a  substitute,  that  we  sit  with  closed 
doors,  but  do  not  exclude  travelling  preachers.  J.  E. 
Evans  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table,  and 
proceed  with  the  appeal:  lost.  The  amendment  and 
resolntion  were  adopted,  and  Conference  excluded  all  but 
officers  and  travelling  preachers. 
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On  motion,  die  sexton  and  a  trustee  of  the  chorch  were 
requested  to  aet  as  doorkeepers  duriBg  this  appeal. 

The  appeal  of  Luman  {{.  Allen,  who,  on. a  charge  of 
iinitioralitjr,  had  been  suspended  from  all  official  relations 
to  the  church  by  the  North  Ohio  Conference,  was  Uikem 
op.  The  journal  of  the  North  Ohio  Conference  was  read> 
and  the  Conferenfoe,  on  motion,  reserved  to  admit  tue 
i^peal. 

The  appeUaat  was  not  present,  but  J.  H.  Power  ap- 
peved  as  his  representetiye,  and  stated  the  grounds  of 
bis  i^peal,  E.  Thompson,  as  the  representative  of  the 
N(Hrth  C^o  Conference,  and  A.  Poe,  as  one  of  the  dele- 
gates, responded  to  the  plea  of  brother  Power.  J.  H. 
Power  made  response  for  the  appellant,  but  had  not  eon* 
dnded  at  a  few  minutes  bef(»re  one  o'clock ;  when,  on 
motion.  Conference  resolved  to  prolong  the  session  until 
the  case  shoidd  be  finished.  Brother  Power  proceeded 
imtil  a  quiuter  past  one,  when  he  gave  lyS'y  ^^  motion  to 
adjouxn. 

The  benediction  was  pronounced  by  brother  Pickering. 
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Conference  met  at  the  hour  appointed  by  the  rule. 
Bishop  Morns  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  reading 
God's  word,  singing  and  prayer,  by  brother  Perkins. 

The  chair,  according  to  rule,  called  for  repoits  from  n^oite. 
standing  and  select  committees. 

J.  T.  Mitchell,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Episco-  com.  on  Epn- 
pacy,  presented  report  No.  1 ,  which  was  read  and  adopted,  nJJ**^^'  S?S 
as  follows : —  ^p^  •*?«■ 

"The  Committee  on  Episcopacy  offer  the  foUpwing    ***' 
resdiution.  viz. : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  deficits  in  the  travelling  expenses 
cf  the  several  Bishops,  and  the  positage  account  of  Bishop 
Waugh,  as  follows : 

"  The  deficit  of  Bishop  Sonle,  *ld7  78 

«        "  '  "      Andrew,  126  75 

«  "      Waugh,  173  72 

"        "  "      Morris,  163  75 

"  Postage  account  of  Bishop  Waugh,      40  15 

Total,  $662  15 

be  paid  over  to  them  by  the  Book  Agents  in  New-York. 
^  RoBSRT  Pauie,  Chairm^. 
'*  iVw-YorA,  ifoy  16,  1844." 


Biahop  Soule,  in  behalf  of  the  Comnnttee  of  Confer  • 
«ace,  made  a  verbal  report,  requesting  the  delegates. fron 
«die  Nortfiem  Conferences  to  meet  in  this  cbur^  at  threi     ^vMuSIf*^ 
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o'clock  this  aitemoon ;  and  those  (Wmd  tke  Soinfaenr  Cdn*^ 

Terences  in  ihe  lecture  room,  at  the  same  hojoL. ^ ^ 

-  -  I^iiiepe,'  iiwHiOftalg,in<t  au|ieal»  wuKTaext  in  order.  I 
/  Prcnidence  Conference . — S.  Benton  presented  a  petitio^ 
tm  slaTcry  front  Greenvflle  station :  referred  to  Committeei 
/on  SlaTery.    J.  Lorejoy  presented  a  memorioi  from  New-r 

/  B^4(^  1  ref erredto  Ommnittfifl  rni  Itineraney  •  • ^ 

f — "0?Kr€W^fwic«.7--Bi8hop  Soule  presented  a  letter  from 
Sanniet  Wuliams  of  Cincinnati,  a  highly  respectable 
member  of  oar  church,  to  Rev.  J.  F.  Wrigm,  suggesttng 
the  propriety  of  inserting  in' the  preliminary  to  our  sacra- 
mental sendee^  "  sentences"  from  the  present  authorised 
Tersion>  instead  of  those  now  in  the  Discipline  r  referred 
to  Committee  on  Revisal. 

On  motion  of  S.  D.  Ferguson,  the  following  lesolutloa 
of  instruction  was  agreed  to  : — 

*<  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revision  be,  and 
they  hereby  are  .instructed  so  to  revise  the  sacramental, 
ordination,  and  burial  services,  and  other  parts  of  obt 
Discipline  where  portions  of  Scripture  are  used,  as  to 
conform  those  scriptures  to  the  present  authorized  vex- 
sion." 

Kentucky  Conference, — H.  B.  Bascora  presented  the 
application  of  J.  Peak  to  be  released'  from  ar  debt  due  to 
the  Book  Concern:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Book  Ooncem. 

Conference  resumed  the  business  on  which  it  adjourned 
yesterday ;  the  appeal  of  Luman  H.  AUen.  J.  H.  Power, 
who  had  been  Interrupted  by  adjournment,  resumed 
his  rejoinder;  and  when  he  had  finished  the  pleadings 
closed. 

J.  H.  Power  moved  that  the  action  of  the  North  Ohio 
Conference,  in  suspending  L.  H.  Allen  from  all  official 
relation  to  the  church,  be  and  is  hereby  reversed.  J.  B. 
M'Ferrin  offered  the  following'  substitute,  which  was  laid 
on  the  table : — 

"  Resolved,  That  inasmuch  as  the  proceedings  of  the 
North  Ohio  Conference  in  the  case  of  Luman  H.  Allen 
are  informal,  we  remand  the  case  back  for  a  new  trial." 

E.  R.  Ames  moved  that  the  action  of  the  North  Ohio 
Conference  be  and  hereby  is  affirmed.  This  motion  pre- 
vailed :  so  the  action  of  the  North  Ohio  Conference  was 
confirmed,  and  the  suspension  of  Luman  H.  Alleii  from 
ftB  official  relations  to  the  church  is  continued. 

Conference  then  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the 
memorial  of  William  Houston,  in  relatioia  to  his  appeal  to 
the  General  Conference  of  1840,  from  the  decision  of  the 
Baltimore  Conference,  which  in  1837  had  located  hint 
without  his  consent  The  appdhmt  did  not  appear  in 
pevsdti,biit  as  he  had  constituted  the  Philadelphia  dele-^ 
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«tion  bis  repveseatetives)  T.  J.  Thompson,  in  behalf  of 
mot  delegaticm,  appeared  for  bim. 

Tbe  joqnials  of  tbe  Baltimore  Conference  for  1837-8, 
in  releience  to  tUs  location,  were  read ;  wben,  on  motion 
of  S.  Lackey,  tbe  appeal  was  admitted.  T.  J.  Tbompson, 
for  W.  Houston,  stated  tbe  grounds  of  tbe  appeal ;  when 
A.  Gtiffitb,  of  tbe  Baltimore  Conference,  made  a  abort 
response.  On  motion  of  H.  Slicer  and  A.  Griffitb,  and 
witb  tbe  i^proVal  of  tbe  entire  delegation  of  ten  from  Uie 
Baltimore  Conference,  tbe  action  of  tbat  Conference,  in 
locating  W.  Houston  witbout  bis  consent,  was  reversed. 
So  the  decision  of  tbe  Baltimore  Conference  was  re- 
versed, and  W.  Houston  is  restored  to  his  standing  in  tbe 
itinerant  connecticm. 

On  motion  of  S.  Luckey,  Conference  proceeded  to  take 
up  and  consider  the  appeal  of  James  S.  Lent  firom  tbe 
action  of  the  Genesee  Conference  in  locating  him  withont 
bis  consent.  Tbe  journals  of  tbe  €renesee  Conference 
for  1842  and  1843,  snowing  their  proceedings  in  tbb  case, 
were  read. 

On  motion  of  S.  Luckey,  Conference  resolved  to  admit 
tbe  appeal  of  J.  S.  Lent.  The  appellant  did  not  appear  in 
person,  but  had  appointed  S*  Lackey  of  Genesee,  and  W. 
W.  Redman  of  Missouri,  his  representatives.  S.  Luckey 
for  tbe  appellant  presented  a  plea,  stating  the  grounds  of 
bis  appeal,  written  by  Lent  himself,  which  was  read  by 
the  Secretary  ^  tbe  Conference.  G.  Filmore,  for  the 
Genesee  Conference,  responded;  and  W.  W.  Redman 
made  a  brief  reply  for  the  appellant;  which  closed  tbe 
pleadings  on  both  sides. 

N.  Bangs  moved  to  affirm  the  decision  of  tbe  Genesee 
Conference,  By  which  James  S.  Lent  was  located.  A 
motion  to  lay  this  on  the  table  was  lost.  S.  Luckey  asked 
to  be  excused  from  voting  in  this  case :  request  not  grant- 
ed. The  question  was  put  and  the  decision  affirmed ;  so 
the  action  of  the  Genesee  Conference  by  which  James 
S.  Lent  was  located  is  confirmed. 

On  motion,  £.  Thompson  had  leave  of  absence  from 
the  Conference,  for  the  purpose  of  preaching  in  Rabway, 
New-Jersey. 

T.  B.  Sargent,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Char- 
tered Fund,  presented  a  report,  accompanied  by  five  reso- 
lutions, which  were  read. 

J.  Early  moved  to  adopt  tbe  report.  Tbe  resc^utions 
were  considered  separately.  The  first  resolution  was 
adopted.  The  sectrnd  was  adopted,  by  which  James  J. 
Boswell  was  elected  Trustee  of  the  Chartered  Fund,  by 
143  votes.  The  ikird  resolution  was  adopted,  and  Samuel 
Adimead  was  elected  a  Trustee  of  said  Fund,  by  133 
rotes.     The  fauHk  resolution  was  read ;  and  a  resolution 
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wqrir.       ^as  offered  by  J.  E/£y8D8  to  amend  ift»  hy  sinkttig  o«t 
^^Sao^^Si    ^^^  Rbile,  and  inserting  Edmund  I.  Yard.    This  amend- 
ment was  not  agreed  to.    The  original  resolntioii  was 
adopted,  and  Jolm  Rbile  was  elected  a  Trustee  oi  said 
Fond  by  llTyotes. 

On  motion,  the  report  and  resolutions,  as  a.  whole,  were 
adopted.    The  resolutions  are  as  follows,  yiz.  :-^ 

**  1.  Resolved,  That  this  Conference  proceed  forthwith 
to  choose  and  af^xunt  three  of  the  persons  nominated  by 
the  snrrinng  Trustees  to  fill  the  Tacancies  in  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  Chartered  Fund  of  the  M.  E.  Church  ^ 
in  the  United  States  of  America. 

"  2.  ResolTed,  That  Barnes  J.  BosweH  be,  and  is  hereby 
chosen  and  appointed,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  a  Trustee 
of  the  Chartered  Fund  of  the  M.  £.  Church  m  the  United 
States  of  America,  in  place  of  the  late  Caleb  North,  de- 
ceased. 

**  3.  Resolved,  That  Samuel  Ashmead  be,  and  is  hereby 
chosen  and  appointed  a  Trustee  of  the  said  Charter^ 
Fund,  in  the  place  of  Michael  S.  Johns,  resigned. 

**  4.  Resolved,  That  John  Rhile  be,  and  hereby  is  chosen 
and  appointed,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  a  Trustee  of  the 
Chartered  Fund,  in  the  placp  of  Aquila  A.  Browne,  who 
has  resigned. 

"  5.  Resolved,  That  as  soon  as  the  above  vacancies  are 
supplied,  the  Secretary  of  this  Conference  shall  forward 
to  John  F.  Walker,  Secretary  of  the  Board,  proper  certifi- 
cates signed  and  countersigned,  as  directed  in  the  third 
article  of  the  charter." 

On  motion  of  S.  Luckey,  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted:-^ 

"  Resolved,  That  the  brethren  from  Canada  whose  ap- 
plication to  be  recognized  by  this  Conferenoe  has  been 
acted  on  by  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  a  committee  to 
whom  their  application  was  referred,  and  the  d^egates 
ifom  the  Conference  of  die  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  in 
Canada,  be  permitted  to  take  a  copy  of  the  report  in  their 


On  motion  of  P.  P.  Sandford,  Conference  granted  leave 
of  absence  to  H.  White  and  M.  Richardson,  until  Mon- 
day. On  motion  of  L.  Scott,  the  same  was  granted  to 
T.  Madden. 

DoMurtiira  of  Bishop  Soule,  for  brothers  Richey  and  Case,  the  dele- 
?***^  "^  l^tes  of  the  Wesleyan  Missionary  Society,  informed  the 
Conference  that  these  brethren  had  been  compelled,  by 
official  business,  ta  depart  at  a  time  when  they  could  no( 
fcrmally  take  leave  of  the  Conference ;  but  had  desired 
him  io  communicate  the  grateful  sense  they  entertained 
of  the  kindness  with  which  they  had  been  received,  and 
Io  assure  the  Conferenee  of  their  ardent  wishes  and  ler- 


vent  prayen  fer  the  peace  aiid  prosperity  of  the  whole       Uaftft 
body  represented  in  this  Conference. 

J.  M.  Trimble  offered  the  following  resi^ioii  of  insferue* 
tibn,  which,  on  modon,  was  referred,  viz.  :— 

"  Resolved,   That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  in*  PropoMd 
structed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  ni  adding  another    ^I^^^SS?^  ^ 
clause  to  section  7,  page  92,  On  Bringing  to  Trial,  ^. 
The  addition  asked  for  is  as  follows : — <  The  preacher  in 
charge  of  a  circuit  or  station,  shall  keep  a  record,  in  a  bondc    . 
provided  for  that  purpose,  by  the  stewards,  of  ail  the  pro* 
ceedings  in  the  trial  of  members ;  such  as  the  charges, 
testimony,  and  decision  of  the  committee."' 

J.  B.  Finley  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : — 

*'  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  Life  of  nubop 
make  inquiry  into  the  probaUe  prospect  of  having  the  Life    ''''^«'***« 
of  our  beloved  late  Bishop  M'Kendree  published,  and  re»- 
port  to  this  Conference  as  soon  as  practicable.'* 

On  motion  of  J.  T.  Peck,  the  report,  in  part,  No.  1,  of  "Jjj^  ^^pott, 
the  Committee  on  Revival,  was  called  up.  He  also  moved 
to  adopt  the  report.  W.  A.  Smith  movdd  to  lay.  the,  re- 
port and  motion  to  adopt  it  on  the  table  for  the  present : 
lost.  J.  A.  Collins  moved  that  the  further  consideration 
of  the  subject  be  postponed  until  die  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Temperance  is  presented. 

While  H.  Sheer  was  on  the  floor,  his  fifteen  minutes 
having  expired,  N.  Bangs  moved  to  grant  him  leave  to 
continue  his  remarks :  lost. 

Pending  the  discussion  on  pos^nement,  J.  T.  Peck 
moved  to  amend,  by  making  it  die  order  of  the  day  for  to- 
morrow :  laid  on  the  table.  J.  T.  Peck  further  moved  to 
amend,  by  striking  out  ^  until  the  report,**  ^c,  and  insert- 
ing "  for  the  present."    This  also  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  postponing  until  the  PortpoiMd. 
Committee  on  Temperance  shall  report,  and  it  prevailed. 

J.  S.  Porter  movod  the  following  resolution  of  instmc- 
tion,  which  was  Adopted : — 

''  Whereas  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  whether  instnwtkm    to 
a  certificate  may  be  refused  by  a  preacher,  because  of    rSSS?**  *"* 
length  of  time,  or  improper  conduct  on  the  part  of  the 
holder;  therefore 

*' Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  instruct* 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  answer 
7  to  question  2^  chapter  1,  section  10  of  the  Discipline, 
as  to  fix  some  time  during  which  a  certificate  shsdl  be  « 

valid :  and  also  to  make  it  the  duty  of  the  preacher  to 
whom  a  valid  certificate  may  be  presented,  to  receive  such 
certificate  as  evidence  of  membership  in  the  church.'* 

W.  Patten  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
qn  molioa»  lefened  :-^ 
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^y^'  ^  "'Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be,  and 
'cSuSSe  «  *^®y  hereby  are  instmcted  to  inquire  into  the  ezpediencj 
B«vteL  of  ao  altering  the  mle  of  Discipline  on  temporal  economy, 

page  168,  answer  3,  as  to  read,  after  the  words  <  quarterly 
meeting' — \  and  shall  send  up  to  the  ensuing  Annual  Confer- 
ence a  true  statement  of  the  estimate  made  to  meet  the*table 
expenses,  house  rent,  &c.,  of  the  preacher  or  preachers ;  so 
that  the  Conference  Stewards  may  be  able  to  settle  with 
the  preachers  accordingly.'  Also,  on  pag6  1T7,  answer 
5,  strike  out  all  after  the  words,  ^  in  money  or  othervnse,' 
and  insert  in  lieu  thereof — '  after  such  estimate  is  made, 
the  quarterage  and  table  expenses  shall  be  added  together, 
and  collected,  as  so  much  for  the  support  of  ^  preacher 
or  preachers.'  Also,  on  page  178,  seyenth  line  from  the 
topk  after  the  words,  ^  serera!  ability,^  insert,  ^  and  he  shall 
receive  in  proportion  to  the  whole  amount  on  the  circuits 
or  stations,  respectirely,  for  the  support  of  the  preachers."^ 
Leaye  of  absence  was  asked  for  S.  BenUm  and  N. 
Rounds,  but  was  not  granted.  After  prayer  by  broths 
Steadman,  Conference  adjourned  at  the  regular  hour. 
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SATURDAY,  MAY  18. 

The  Conference  met  at  half«past  eight  o'clock,  and 
was  opened  with  appropriate  exercises,  by  brother  Paine. 
Bishop  Soule  in  the  chair. 
The  journals  of  yesterday  were  read,  and  confirmed. 
^The  chair  j;:allfid.  for  reports  from  conooutteesr^'  X 

Sishop  Soule,  in  behalf^f  the  CottunTttee  of  Conference,  \ 
/presented  the  following  report,  which,  on  motion  of  £.  R.  [ 
I  Ames,  was  accepted,  and  the  committee  discharged  fiom 
I  all  further  consideration  of  the  subject  :— 

"  The  Committee  of  Conference  have  instructed  me  to  • 
rq>oit,  that  after  a  calm  and  deliberate  investigation  of  the  i 
subject  submitted  to  their  oonsideration,^they  are  unable  \ 
to  agree  upon  any  plan  of  compromise  to  reconcile  the  ] 
views  of  the  northern  and  southern  Conferences*.  -  -— — r^ 
,.,..,'  *^  Joshua  SouLB.'^ 

'^f  he  ohair  called  for  mumorials,  petitmsT'Siid  appeals.    / 
Genesee  Conference, — ^When  this  Conference  was  called,  [ 

Bishop  Hedding  presented  a  memorial,  which  had  been  ; 

pat  in  his  hands,  from  Seneca  Falls,  on  the  subject  otj  . 

slavery:  it  was  referred, to  the  Committea^on .Slavery. -^ 
£ne  Conference, — T.  Goodwin  presented  a  memorial 

from  sundry  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  in  the  city  of 

Cleveland,  Ohio,  praying  to  be  included  in  a  new  Con* 

ference,  \^hich  th^y  desire  may  be  called  Clevetand. 

Referred  to  Commiiteo  on  Boundaries. 
\  Michigan   Conference. — ^J.  A.  Baughi^aii  presented  al 


Jawnd  rf  Geherai  Cmifirme$f  1844,       t  65 

I  menKmal  on  the  subject  of  slaTery,  ftom  Detroit,  wbichl      ^^^ 
i    was  referred.  ' 


When  the  call  was  finished,  J.  A.  Collins  mored  to  Sap<«t  en  om- 
take  up  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  meiAorial  of  J.    tSui«.^''  ^ 
H.  Y<^uig.    The  report  was  taken  up  and  read.    J.  A. 
Collins  moved  to  adopt  the  /report    N.  Bangs  moved  as 
a  substitute,  that  the  report  and  accompanying  resolution 
be,  referred  to  the  Book  Committee  at  New-York ;  and  the  ^ 

89bstitute  prevailed. 

J.  J.  Steadman  presented  a  resolution  proposing  some 
alterations  in  the  Discipline ;  laid  on  the  taUe. 

On  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  ponference  took  up  report  No.  ^^^^  ^  ^ 
2  of  the  Mission  Committee,  on  the  subject  <^  the  forma*  ' 

tion  of  a  German  Annual  Conference ;  and  >on  the  com* 
nunication  of  W.  Nast,  asking  leave  to  visit  his  native 
country,  with  a  view  to  more  extended  missionary  opera* 
tions  among  his  brethren.  A  division  was  cslled  for,  and 
the  resolutions  appended  to  the  first  part  of  the  report  were 
read  and  adopted. 

*  The  second  part  of  the  report  was  then  considered;  and 
the  reading  of  the  letter  of  brother  Na&t  was  called  for« 
which  was  ordered,  on  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  who  moved  to 
suspend  the  further  consideration  of  the  report,  to  enable  ( 
biethec.  Collins  to  obtain  thia4eiler^  brother  Na^t^^^^."^ — \ 
/  F.  Reed  preeented^lEe  resolutions"  6f  the  TTew-York  ^JSJJ^S  on 
Conference  on  slavery  and  temperance ;  also  the  action    iiafwytAc. 
;of  said  Conference  on  the  Genesee  resolution,  on  slavery,   ' 
and  the  New-Jersey  resolution  on  the  subject  of  local 
PffiP^'^^rfl;  i^}  of  which  Were  appropnatsly  ,refegged. 
^""''^S.  Comfort  presented  tHe^^iwlowing  resolution,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  :-* 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern 
be,  and  hereby  are,  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  publishing  a  monthly  periodical,  containing  ser- 
mons from  living  Methodist  ministers,  by  the  Book  AgenU 
at  New-York,  and  report  thereon." 

W.  W.  Redman  presented  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal : — 

"  Whereas  a  diversity  of  opinion,  and  consequently  of  SM^ittoni  for 
practice,  exists  in  reference  to  the  method  by  which  die-    *    "'  '^^ 
orderly  persons,  who  are  <  on  triaV  shall  be  found  guilty, 
reproved,  or  discontinued ;  therefore 

*'  1.  Resolved,  That  the  Conunittee  on  Revisal  be  in* 
structed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  placing,  in  some 
appropriate  section  of  the  Discipline,  the  course  to  ba 
pursued  in  reference  to  persons  '  on  trial,'  who  have  acted 
disorderly. 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  define 
what  iff  to  be  understood  by  'proper  trial,'  in  the  last  line 
of  section  7,  page  94." 
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S.  Benton  ai^ed  for  lesTe  of  ahsence  from  t&e  Con* 
ference  until  Monday  nighty  to  visit  homei  and  some  of  bis 
charge  who  are  sick.     Not  granted. 

M.  Simpson  offered  the  following,  whieh  was  adopted :— 

"Resi^ved,  That  a  Comnuttee  be  appointed  by  this 
General  Comferenee,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  papers 
belonging  to  this  body,  in  reference  to  the  histoiy  of  the 
M.  E.  Chnrch ;  and  that  the  ministers,  members,  and 
friends  c^  our  church  be  respectfully  and  earnestly  re* 
quested  to  fiimish  said  committee  with  all  documents  and 
correspondence  touching  the  lives  of  any  of  our  deceased 
Bishops,  or  other  ministers,  and  any  documents  throwing 
light  upon  the  history  of  our  church :  and  that  said  com* 
mittee  be  required  to  take  measures  for  properly  arrang- 
ing and  securing  said  papers,  and  report  to  the  next 
General  Conference.** 

The  Conference  voted  that  the  above  condmittee  should 
consist  of  five. 

W.  D.  Cass  presented  a  resolution,  asking  a  change  ia 
the  Discipline  on  preachers  referring  church  trials,  Slc, 
which,  on  motion  of  A.  Wood,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

J.  A.  Collins  having  returned  with  the  communication 
of  bKither  Nast,  Conference  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Missions.  The  letter 
was  read,  and  on  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  the  resolution  ap- 
pended to  the  report  of  the  committee  referring  to  brother 
Nast^s  visit,  to  Germany  was  adopted.  The  report  as  a 
^hole  was  then  adopted.     (See  report,  p.  — .) 

N.  Bangs  moved,  that  the  Book  Committee  at  Cincin- 
nati estimate  the  amount  necessary  to  meet  the  expense  of 
brother  Nasfs  visit ;  and  that  the  Book  Agents  pay  the 
same  out  of  the  avails  of  the  Book  Concern.  H.  Slicer 
moved  to  amend  by  adding,  '^  provided  the  same  shall  not 
exceed  one  thousand  doHars.**  The  amendment  was  laid 
on  the  table,  and  the  original  resolution  was  adopted. 

A.  BDlings  offered  a  resolution,  authorizing  the  Book 
Agents  to  give  to  each  college  and  seminary  under  our 
control,  a  copy  of  every  book  published  at  our  Book 
Room.  I.  Winner  moved  to  amend  by  adding,  '^  and  also 
to  every  regular  itinerant  minister.'*  J.  T.  Peck  moved  to 
ky  the  amendiAent  on  the  table:  lost.  W.  Murrah 
moved  that  the  amendment  and  resolution  be  both  laid  on 
the  table,  which  prevailed. 

H.  H.  Kavanaugh  offered  a  resolution  on  the  subject 
of  increasing  the  quarterage  allowance  of  our  ministers ; 
which,  on  motion,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

J.  B.  M'Ferrin  presented  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  instruct- 
ed ta  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  introducing  into  the 
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Disciplme  a  nde  piolubitiiig  our  otiniatem  irebaptudiig 
those  who  have  been  properly  baplued  in  inianey,  or  in 
riper  years." 

M.  Simpson  presented  the  following  resdution,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools  :•*«- 

<<  Resolved,  Thatahe  Committee  on  Sabbath  Schools  be 
instructed  to  inquire  as  to  the  expediency  of  this  Con* 
ference  electing  a  board  of  directors  to  superintend  the 
general  interests  of  Sunday  schools  in  our  Church ;  and 
Uiat  the  committee  further  consider  the  propriety  of  with- 
drawing from  all  connection  with  rohmtary  associationB 
on  this  subject.*' 

A.  L.  P.Green  offered  a  resolution  to  strike  out  pan 
of  question  17»  chapter  1,  section  3,  of  the  Discipline,  and 
moved  its  reference,  which  did  not  prevail. 

W.  A.  Smith  presented  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal  :-^ 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  so  altering  the  language 
of  the  Discipline,  section  5,  answer  5,'  page  -ITT,  as  to 
make  it  more  clearly  express  and  define  its  meaning." 

The  chair  announced  the  committee  to  inquire  respect- 
ing the  publication  of  the  Life  of  the  late  Bishop  M'Ken- 
dree,  as  follows:  Nathan  Bangs,  John  P.  Durbin,  Charles 
Elliott. 

.  After  the  notices  were  given  out,  Conference  adjourned 
with  prayer  by  brother  Hamilton. 
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MONDAY,  MAY  20.  . 

Conference  met  at  half-past  eight,  and  was  opened  in 
the  usual  way,  by  brother  Rice.  Bishop  Hedding  in  the 
chair. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read,  and  apjnoved 


Xay«B. 


S.  Luckey  moved  to«reconsider  that  part' of  the  report  *H2lJ^rSj; 
of  th*  Committee  on  Missions  referring  to  brother  Nast,  mitto7x«eoii- 
which  was  adopted  on  Saturday :  carried.  On  motion  w^***^  "^ 
of  S.  Luckey,  the  report  was  amended  by  striking  out 
(f  missionary  operations,"  and  inserting  **  usefulness." 

J.  £arly  moved  that  at  the  proper  tin^e  each  morning 
the  journals  be  read,  without  counting  whether  there  be 
a  quorum  present :  carried. 

The  chair,  according  to  the  rule,  called  for  reports  from 
landing  and  select  committees. 

J.  Davis,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Memorial 
oi  W.  J.  Waller,  presefoted  a  report,  which  was  read,  and 
on  motion  of  B.  T.  Crouch,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Bishop  Soule  addressed  the  Conference,  stating  the  Bishop  sonto't 
attenti<m  of  brother  T.  B.  Sargent  to  him  as  a  travelling    SSS^SS^J^Bf 
eompanien  during  hie  visit  to  Eunipe ;  and  also  that  he    ''•b- 
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vas  not  infonned  whether  brother  Sargent  had  receired, 
from  any  aoorce,  anything,  either  as  qnarterage  or  table 
expenses  during  his  absence ;  and  suggested  the  propriety 
of  the  Conference  inquiring  into  and  making  provision  for 
the  same.  On  motion  of  J.  Early,  the  suggestion  of  the 
Bishop  was  referred  to  the  delegates^rom  the  Baltimore 
Conference  to  examine  and  report. 

The  chair  presented  a  communication  from  Dr.  Bond, 
enclosing  an  article  originally  designed  for  the  Christian 
Advocate  and  Journal,  suggesting  the  propriety  of  having 
the  Notes  of  Bishop  Asbury,  d&c,  bound  up  with  the  next 
Discipline.  A  motion  was  made  to  refer  the  document  to 
the  Committee  on  Revisal :  this  motion  was  laid  on  the 

tabk — . "^ 

'^A.  Collins  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  ado|>ted,  viz. : — 

**  Whereas  it  is  currently  reported,  and  generally  under- 
stood, that  one  of  the-  Bishops  of  the  M.  E.  Church  has 
become,  connected  with  slavery ;  and  whereas  it  is  due 
to  this  General  Conference  to  have  a  proper  understand- 
ing of  the  matter ;  therefore, 

^  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy  be 
instructed  to  ascertain  the  facts  in  the  case,  and  report 
the  results  of  their  investigation  to*  this  body  to-morrow 
morning.  John  A.  Collins, 

'    J.  B.  HOUOHTALINOJ'     • 
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W.  Winans  moved  to  reconsider  that  part  of  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Missions  which  refers  to  the  forma- 
'tion  of  German  districts,  as  adopted  on  Saturday  last. 
The  motion  prevailed ;  and  he  then  moved  that  the  first 
resolution  be  stricken  out,  which  prevailed.  On  a  motion 
of  T.  Crowder,  the  second  resolution  was  amended  by 
striking  out  the  word  "  other."  The  report  as  amended 
was  then  adopted. 

The  following  are  the  resolutions  as  they  were  finally 
adopted : — 

<<1.  Resolved,  That  the  Bishops  be  authorized  and 
requested,  in  all  such  cases  as  in  their  judgment  may  be 
'  considered  necessary,  to  form  our  German  Missions  into 
districts,  irrespective  of  Conference  boundaries ;  and  ap- 
pomt  a  Presiding  Elder  to  each  of  said  districts ;  and  that 
the  German  preachers  within  the  district  or  districts  shall 
be  members  of  that  Conference  to  which  the  Presiding 
Elder  may  belong. 

«  The  committee  have  also  had  under  consideration  % 
very  interesting  communication  from  Rev.  William  Nasi 
to  Bishop  Soule,  which  was  referred  by  the  General  Con- 
ference to  this  committee ;  in  which  brother  Nast  proposes 
to  visit  Grermany,  with  a  view  to  more  extended  usefmness 
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nmaag  liblnretlirenof  the  German  nation;  and  after  read- 
ing the  communication,  it  was  unanimously 

**  2t  Resolved,  That  we  approve  of  the  plan  of  brother 
Nast,  and  that  we  recommend  to  the  Bi^ops  to  permit 
him  to  make  the  proposed  visit. 

'*  Respectfully  submitted, 

*<  N.  Bangs,  Chmrman. 

"  NeuhYark,  May  16,  1844."  ' 

J.  T,  Peck  moved  to  take  up  the  second  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Revisal  ^  carried.  The  first  part  of  the 
report  was  read*  On  motion  of  J.  Early,  this  part  of  the 
report  was  laid  on  the  table  fcur  the  present.  On  motion, 
the  balance  of  the  report  was  laid  on  the  table,  to  take  up 
the  report  (^  th»  Committee  on  a  Course  of  Study  for 
Licentiates. 

This  report  was  then,  on  motion,  taken  up  and  read. 
WhUe  the  first  resolution  was  under  consideration,  N. 
Bangs  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table :  the  motion  was  lost. 
J.  B.  Finley  moved  indefinitely  to  postpone  the  refik)lution. 
N.  Bangs  moved  to  lay  the  motion  for  indefinite  postpone* 
ment  on  the  table :  carried.  J.  Porter  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table:  the  motion  prevailed.  The 
second  resolution  was  then  read ;  and,  on  motion  of  W. 
Capers,  the  report  and  resolution  were  recommitted* 
.  On  motion  of  J.  B.  Houghtaling,  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revisal,  No.  2,  was  taken  up.  The  first  item 
was  taken  up  and  read;  and,  on  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 
The  second  item  was  read,  and  S.  Luckey  moved  its  adop- 
tion. T.  Spicer  moved  to  amend  by  adding  the  words, 
"  where  Jt  is  practicable,"  after  the  words,  "  have  been 
committed."  The  motion  to  am^nd  was  laid  on  the  table, 
on  motion  of  J.  B.  Finley.  C.  W.  Ruter  moved  to  amend 
by  inserting  after  the  word  "  committed,"  the  words^ "  or 
where  this  cannot  be  done  in  the  circuit  or  station  where 
the  accused  resides."  W.  W.  Ninde  moved  to  recommit 
this  part  of  the  report :  carried. 

The  second  part  of  the  report  was  then  read,  and  A. 
Wiley  moved  its  indefinite  postponement.  C.  W.  Ruter 
moved  to  lay  this  motion  on  the  table;  but  before  the 
question  could  be  taken  the  hour  of  adjournment  arrived. 
Notices  were  then  given  out»  and  the  Conference  adjourned 
with  prayer,  by  brother  A.  Adams. 
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TUESDAY,  MAY  21. 

Ccmference  met  at  the  usual  hour,  and  was  opened  with 
religious  services,  by  brother  Crouch.  Bishop  Waugh  in 
the  chair. 

The  journals  of  yesterday  were  read  and  approved. 


Maytl. 
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^^^'  RepoTto  from  siaadiiig  mud  select  committees.  w«» 

^^^^^'  .   caUed  for  by  the  chair. 
<^^^[^  <»      The  Committee  on  the  Expenses  of  Delegates  pre- 
sented a  report  in  part.    A  proposition  to  lay  it  on  the 
teble  was  lost.     £.  R.  Ames  moved,  that  in  accordance 
with  the  report  of  the  committee,  broker  Patton  be  re- 
lieyed.    J.  A.  Collins  moved  to  recommit  the  report. 
This  did  not  obtain.    On  motbn  of  G.  Hiidt,  the  report 
^as  laid  on  the  table. 
MntBfl^oit,       The  Committee  on  Revisal  presented  a  report.  No.  3, 
^'  '  which  was  read,  and  on  motion  of  H.  Slicer,  adopted  as 

a  whole,  as  follows : — 

«<  The  Committee  on  Revisal  beg  leave  further  to  report : 

"  1.  That  the  changes  proposed  in  the  rule  for  the  trial 
of  preachers,  and  for  appeals  in  the  Annual  Conierences, 
by  P.  M.  M'Gowan  and  others,  are  inexpedient. 

**  2.  That  the  amendment  proposed  in  relation  to  the  re- 
storation of  preachers  who  have  been  expelled  for  '  gross 
immorality/  by  H.  J.  Clark,  is  inexpedient. 

"  3i  That  the  recommendation  of  the  New-Jersey  Con- 
ference, to  report  the  number  of  churches  in  the  circuita, 
is  inexpedient. 

"  4.  That  the  change  proposed  in  relation  to  the  distri* 
bution  of  the  funds  among  the  claimants  at  the  Annual 
Conferences,  is  inexpedient. 

**  5.  That  the  alterati(m  proposed  by  the  memorial  from 
Jonesville  circuit.  North  Carolina  Conference,  maldng' 
superannuated  preachers  members  of  the  Quarterly  Cmi- 
ference  where  they  reside,  is  unnecessary,  as  your  com- 
mittee conceive  the  fact,  which  the  memorialists  wish 
more  clearly  defined,  is  already  sufficiently  plain. 
"  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

"May  21,  1844.  George  Peck,  Ciunrman.'' 

The  Committee  on  Revisal  presented  another  report, 
which  was  recommitted  yesterday.    As  it  proposes  alte- 
rations in  the  Discipline,  it  lies  on  the  table  one  day,  ac- 
cording to  rule. 
HeportoiiEpis-       The  Committee  on  Episcopacy  presented  a  report, 
copMy>  No.  s.    1^^  2,  which  was  read  and  adopted,  as  follows : — 

"  The  Committee  on  I^iscopacy  having  had  under  con- 
sideration the  communicatioH  of  the  Book  Agents  at  Cin- 
cinnati, in  relation  to  the  money  advanced  by  them  to 
defray  the  travelling  expenses  of  the  late  Bishop  Roberts 
TraTriiiotf  ex-  among  the  Indian  tribes  west  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas, 
SJfSSbnto?^'  unanimously  agreed  to  recommend  to  the  Conference  to 
make  an  appropriation  of  the  amount  of  $90  for  the  tvavel- 
^  ling  expenses  of  Bishop  Roberts.    Respectfully  submitted 

"Robert  Paine,  Chairman. 
"  Niw-York,  May  21,  1844." 
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The  Committee  on  Itineraiicy  presented  a  report  in  part, 
No.  1,  which  was  read/and  on  motioi^  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  on  Episcopacy'  presented  a  further 
jrep<»t,  No.  3,  whieh  was  read,  and  on  motion  of  J.  A. 
Collins,  laid  on  the  table  to  be  the  order  of  the  day  for 
to-motrow. 

The  Committee  on  a  Course  of  Study  for  Licentiates 
presented  a  report,  being  a  revicdon  of  what  was  recom- 
nutted  to  them  yesterday..  It  was  read,  and  lies  over 
one  day,  according  to  rule. 

The  committee  appointed  to  inquire  what  progress  had 
been  made  in  preparing  a  Life  of  our  late  Bishop  M'Ken- 
dree  presented  a  leport,  referring  the  General  Conference 
to  Bishop  Soule  f<Mr  information,  and  asking  to  be  die* 
charged.  The  report  was  adopted,  and  the  conunittee 
dischaurged. 

The  chair  presented  a  note  from  Dr.  Bond,  denying 
that  he  had  ever  said  or  known  that  a  plan  had  been 
formed  by  northern  members  of  this*  Conference  to  force 
the  South  into  Secession:  which  was  read,  and  followed 
by  leave  to  make  a  further  verbal  statement,  contradicting 
such  a  report.  £.  W.  Sehon  made  some  renuirks  confir- 
matecy  of  what  Dr.  Bond  had  said.  On  motion,  leave 
was  given  for  N.  Bangs  and  W.  A.  Smith  to  add  some 
remarks,  and  the  conversation  here  ended. 

Bishop  Soule,  recunring  to  the  report  of  the  cimuaittee, 
m  relation  to  the  Memoirs  of  Bishop  M^Keodree,  in- 
foarmed  the  Conference,  that  since  1836  his  official  duties 
bad  not  allowed  him  to  do  more  than  arrange  a  large  mass 
ef  papers  bequeathed  by  Bishop  M'Kendree  to  Bishop 
Soule  and  the  late  T.  L.  Douglass. 

N.  Bangs  offered  the  following  resolution,  whieh  wal 
adopted. 

'*  Resolved,  That  Bishop  Soule  be  requested  at  a  suitable 
time  to  give  this  General  Conference  an  aecount  of  h^ 
visit  to  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Conference,  and  to  diffei^ 
ent  parts  of  Europe." 

On  motion  of  S.  Luckey,the  delegates  from  the  Wesleyan 
M«^hodist  Church  in  Canada  were  requested  to  address 
the  Conference,  and  give  some  account  of  the  connection 
tbc^  represent.  Rev.  Jolm  Ryerson,  president,  and  Rev. 
Anson  Green,  ex-president,  of  the  Conference  of  the  Wefr- 
leyan  Methodist  Church  in  Canada,  the  two  delegates  in 
attendance  from  that  body,  addressed  the  Conference  at 
some  length,  detailing  many  ei  their  plans,  and  the  suc- 
cess with  which  it  had  pleased  God  to  crown  their  efforts. 
They  ^^n  formaliy  took  leave  of  the  Coafereaee. 

S.  Lnckey,  who  as  the  alteniate  of  Bishop  Heddin^ 
had  visited  die  above  Conference  of  Wesleyaa  Methodists^ 
gave  a  brief  narration  of  his  visit  to  them,  and  the.  satis- 
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fltetioii  with  which  he  had  witOMsed  their  prosperity  and 
increase  in  the  pare  and  imdefiled  religion  of  their  and 
oar  fathers. 

J.  A.  Gere  presented  a  memorial  from  J.  W.  Osborne 
of  the  Baltimore  Conference,  asking  a  release  from  a 
debt  dne^  to  the  Book  Concern.  On  motion,  it  ^as  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  ihe  Book  Concern. 

W.  Capers  presented  a  letter  from  J.  W.  Stoy,  agf nt 
of  the  Book  depository  at  Chiurleston,  S.  C,  complaining 
of  the  published  report  from  the  Concern  at  New- York 
in  reference  to  th^  Charleston  depository.    It  was  on  mo-  * 
tion  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

A.  L.  P.  Oreen  offered  a  resolution  in  the  following 
terms,  which  on  motion  was  adopted  i* — 

^  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  requested 
to  examine  into  the  propriety  of  amending  our  book  of 
Discipline,  chap.  1.  sec.  3,  qu^st.  17,  page  25,  by  stri- 
king out,  after  the  word  missionary,  'and  what  for  the 
publication  of  Bibles,  Tracts,  and  Sunday-school  books,' 
and  inserting  instead  thereof,  the  words  *  American  BiUe 
Society.'" 

The  resolution  adopted  on  Saturday  to  appoint  a  com* 
mittee  of  five  to  collect,  and  report  to  the  next  General 
Conference,  all  the  papers  belonging  to  this  body  in  re- 
ference to  the  history  of  the  M.  £.  Chqrch,  ^c,  was 
recoiisidered ;  and,  on  motion  of  W.  Winans,  was  so  far 
amended  as  to  make  the  committee  consist  of  one  member 
from  each  Annual  Conference,  to  be  selected  by  the  dele- 
gates thereof. 

On  motion  of  6.  Peck,  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Revisal  was  taken  up.  It  was  resumed  at  the  point  pend- 
ing when  Conference  adjourned  yesterday.  Th^  motion 
to  lay  the  indefinite  postponement  on  the  table  was  lost. 
The  discussion  of  the  proposal  to  limit  the  Episcopacy  to 
continuing  any  preacher  in  the  office  of  Presiding  Elder 
more  than  four  years  at  one  time  was  renewed,  on  the 
question  of  indefinite  postponement.  I.  Winner  had  leave 
to  speak  beyond  fifteen  minutes.  While  H.  Slicer  was 
on  Ae  floor,  he  gave  way  to  allow  B.  M.  Drake  to  pro- 
pose that  this  session  be  prolonged  until  the  question 
under  consideration  be  disposed  of.  The  motion  was 
lost,  and  at  one  o'clock  the  Conference  adjourned,  after 
prayer  by  brother  Luckey. 


ybvfVL  WEDNESDAY  MORNING,  <MAY  22. 

Conference  met  at  the  regular  hour.  Bishop  Morris  in 
the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  the  usual  exercises  by 
brother  Stephenson. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 


Jaitrmd  tf  Gtnetal  Confertnet^  1844. 

Bennett  T.  Blake,  a  reserred  delegate  from  the  North 
Carolina  Conference,  presented  his  certificate,  and  took 
his  seat  as  the  substitute  of  H.  6.  Leigh,  who  had  been 
prevented  by  indisposition  from  filling*his  place. 

The  chair  called  for  reports  from  standing  committees. 

The  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools  presented  a  report, 
which  was  read,  and  lies  on  the  table,  according  to  rule. 

The  Committee  on  Book  Concern  presented  a  report,  in 
part,  whishJKa&xead,  and  lies  on  the  table,  by  the  rule. 
.^  ,^' no  reports  from  select  committees  were  offered,  on 
i&otion  of  A.  Griffith,  Conference  proceeded  to  consider 

£e  order  of  the  day,  viz.,  the  report  No.  3  of  the  Com- 
Lttee  on  Episcopacj._  It  jreada  as  follows  :-^ 
Jj. — "Tlu.  rMmiirlrree  on  Episcopacy,  to  whom  was  referred 
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a  resolution,  submitted  yesterday,  instructing  ;them  to  in-  Report  No.  a  of 
quire  whether  any  one  of  the  Superintendents  is  connected 
with  slavery,  beg  leave  to  present  the  foUowing  as  iheir 
report  on  the  subject. 

'<  The  committee  had  ascertained,  previous  to  the  refer- 
ence of  the  resolution,  that  Bishop  Andrew  is  connected 
with  slavery,  and  had  obtained  an  interview  with  him  on 
the  subject ;  and  having  requested  him  to  state  the  whole 
facts  in  the  premises  hereby  present  a  written  communi- 
cation from  him  in  reladon  to  this  matter,  and  beg  leave 
to  offer  it  as  his  statement  and  explanation  of  the  ease." 
**  To  the  Committee  an  Episcopacy. 

"Dear  Brethren,— In  reply  to  your  inquiry,  I  submit 
the  following  statement  of  all  the  facts  bearing  on  my 
connection  with  slavery.  Several  years  since  an  old 
lady,  of  Augusta,  Georgia,  bequeathed  to  me  a  mulatto  girl, 
in  trust  that  I  should  take  care  of  her  until  she  should  be 
nineteen  years  of  a?e ;  that  with  her  consent  I  should  then 
send  her  to  Liberia ;  and  that  in  case  of  her  refusal,  I 
should  keep  her,  and  make  her  aa  free  as  the  laws  of  the 
state  of  Georgia  would  permit.  When  the  time  arrived, 
she  refused  to  go  to  Liberia,  and  of  her  own  choice  re- 
mains legally  my  slave,  although  I  derive  no  pecuniiury 
profit  from  her.  '  She  continues  to  live  in  her  own  house 
on  my  lot ;  and  has  been  and  is  at  present  at  perfect  li- 
berty to  go  to  a  free  state  at  her  pleasure ;  but  the  laws 
of  the  state  will  not  permit  her  emancipation,  noir  admit 
such  deed  of  emancipation  to  record,  and  she  refuses  to 
leave  the  state.  In  her  case,  therefore,  I  have  been  made 
a  slaveholder  legally,  but  not  with  my  own  consent. 

"  2dly.  About  five  years  since,  the  mother  of  my  for- 
mer wife  left  to  her  daughter,  not  to  me,  a  negro  boy ;  and 
as  my  wife  died  without  a  will  more  than  two  years  since, 
by  the  laws  of  the  state  he  becomes  legally  my  proper^. 
In  &is  case,  as  in  the  former,  emancipation  is  impracticable 
in  the  state ;  but  he  shall  be  at  liberty  to  leave  the  state 


^ 


64  Jimrrud  of  Ommal  Cof^trenee,  1844. 

Mt^n.     !  wheneT6T  I  shtll  be  satisfted  that  he  is  prepared  to  profide 

for  himself,  or  I  can  have  sufficient  security  that  he  will  be 
.  protected  and  provided  for  in  the  place  to  which  he  may  go. 
"^dly.  In  the  month  of  January  last  I  married  my 
present  wife,  she  being  at  the  time  possessed  of  slaves, 
inherited  from  her  former  husband's  estate,  and  belonging 
to  ker.  Shortly  after  my  marriage,  being  unwilling  to 
\  J     become  their  owner,  regarding  them  as  strictly  hers,  and 

the  law  not  permitting  their  emancipation,  I  secured  them 
to  her  by  a  deed  of  trust. 
\  I  "  It  will  be  obvious  to  you,  from  the  above  statement  of 

facts,  that  I  have  neither  bought  nor  sold  a  slave ;  that  in 
the  only  two  instances  in  which  I  am  legally  a  slavehold* 
er,  emancipation  is  impracticable.  As  to  the  .servants 
owned  by  my  wife,  I  have  no  legal  responsibility  in  the 
premises,  nor  could  my  i^ife  emancipate  them  if  she 
desired  to.  do  so.  I  have  thus  plainly  stated  all  the  facts 
in  the  case,  and  submit  the  statement  for  the  considera^ 
tion  of  the  General  Conference.    Yours  respectfully, 

'*  Jambs  O.  Andrew." 
**  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
;  "Robert  Pains,  Chaiema^.^ 

I 

I  A.  Griffith  and  J.  Davis  ofiered  the  following  preamble 
[and  resolution,  which  were  read  and  debated : — 

"  Whereas,  the  Rev.  James  0.  Andrew,  one  of  the  Btsh- 
<»ps  of  the  M.  £.  Church,  has  become  connected  with  sla- 
,  very,  as  communicated  in  his  statement  in  his  reply  to  the 
,  inquiry  of  the  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy,  which  reply 
I  is  imbodied  in  their  report.  No.  3,  offered  yesterday;  and 
;  whereas  it  has  been,  from  the  origin  of  said  Church,  a 
I  settled  policy  and  the  invariable  usage  to  elect  no  person 
to  jthe  office  of  Bishop  who  was  enfbacrassed  with  this 
'  great  evil,'  fUB  under  such  circumstances  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  a  bishop  to  exercise  the  functions  and  perform 
the  dnties  assigned  to  a  general  Superintendent  with  ac- 
eeptance,  in  that  large  portion  of  his  charge  in  which 
slavery  does  not  exist ;  and  whereas  Bishop  Andrew  was 
tlimself  nominated  by  our  brethren  of  the  slaveholding 
a&atesi  and  elected  by  the  General  Conference  of  1832,  as 
a  candidate  who,  though  living  in  the  midst  of  a  slave- 
holding  population,  was  nevertheless  free  from  all  per- 
sonal connection  with  slavery ;  and  whereas,  this  is,  of 
.all  periods  in  our  history  as  a  Churph,  the  one  least  fa- 
YOuraUe  to  such  an  innovation  up<m  the  practice  and 
usage  of  Methodism  as  to  confide  a  part  of  the  itineraAt 
general  superintendency  to  a  slaveholder;  therefore, 

'*  Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  James  0.  Andrew  be,  and  he 
IS  hereby  affectionately  requested  to  resign  his  office 
tm»  of  the  Bish(G(ps  qt  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chmrch.^ 


A.  Oiifflth>ax«. 
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When  brother  Griffi^,^  in  favour  of  his  r^aolntion,  had       VUjwl 
spoken  as  long  as  the  rule  allowed,  a  motion  was  made 
to  permit  him  to  proceed.     G.  Filmore  offered  as  a  sub- 
Utitifte'for  this,  that  the  Tule  which  ^stricts  a  speaker  to 
fifteen  minutes,  he  suspended  during  the  discussion  of  this  Fifteen  mimtM 
subject.     The  substitute  prevailed,  by  a  vote  of  one  hun-    SSiS^^Stod!^ 
dred  and  three.  into. 

On  motion  of  N.  Bangs,,  it  was  resolved,  that  when  we 
adjourn,  it  be  to  meet  again  diis  afternoon  at  half-f  ast 
three  o'clock,  one  hondred  and  four  voting  for  it. 

W.  Capers  then  moved,  that  we  do  now  adjourn :  lost 

J.  P.  Durbin  moved  to  reeonsidsr  the  vote  by  which 
we  resolved  to  meet  this  afternoon.    This  was  lost. 

The  motion  for  adjournment  was  renewed  and  ownied; 
and  Conference  adjourned  with  prayer  by  brotl^er  Ttj^lt. 

'  WEDNESDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  22. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  at  half-f^ast    . 
three  o'clock.  Bishop  Soule  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened . 
with  religious  services  by  brother  Fowler. 

The  chair  called  for  reports  from  standing  and  select     No  Aepons. 
committees :  none  being  offered,  W.  Cooper  moved  that 
the  resolution  under  discussion  this  morning  be  postponed,    orifitiu'  rew- 
«nd  made  the  order  of  the  day  fox  to-niorrow  momin?: 
lost.    The  consideration  was  resumed,  and  several  speak- 
ers were  heard. 

On  motion  of  J;  A.  Collins,  Conference  adjourned  with 
prayer  by  brother  Bond. 


THURSDAY  MORNING,  MAY  23. 


ifaT«' 


Conference  met  at  the  regular  hour,  Bishop  Hedding  in 
the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  religious  exercises  by 
brother  Robinson. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  afternoon  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

The  chair  called  for  reports  from  standing  and  select  // 

eommittfiifi£U,.JNioiie^wer&  presented^ _.    -       ,    NoBapoiti.   (^y^  . 

'Conference  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resofbtion  <^iigd«^oii 
under  discussion  yesterday,  viz.,  the  resolution  ofiered  by    «ottiti«i  **w-  ^^ 

brothers  Griffith  and  Davis  on  Wednesday.  vamo^ 

'   J.  B.  Finley  offered  a  substitute  for  the  resolution,  in  Fuuey-s  soiMti.  ^ 

the  following  words,  viz. : —  ;  ******  l- 

'  "Whereas,  the  Discipline  of  our  church  forbids  the! 
'doing  anything  calculated  to  destroy  dur  itinerant  general* 
iBtiperintendency,  and  whereas  Bishop  Andrew  has  be-i 
come  connected  with  slavery  by  marriage  and  otherwise,, 
and  this  act  having  drawn  after  it  circumstances  which  ini 
^e  estimation  of  the  General  Conference  will  greatly! 
!  ^  E  i 

!  ■ 


v«y  l».  :  enAamws  tha  exereise  of  hk  office  as  «q  itinacam  general 
Siyeiintenden^  if  nql  ia  «oine  placep  eatirely  prevent  ilf 
therefore, 

'<  Resolved,  Thai  it  k  the  aenee  of  this  General  CoaS^ 
\  enee  that  he  desist  from  the  ezeroiae  of  this  office  so  Imig 
as  this  iiQpedimeat  remains.  ^' J«  B.  Finlst, 

*<J.  M.  Trimbu." 

A  diacassioB  on  the  above  substitute  enaiied,  ocoapying 
^     the  morning  aession.    A  few  miniites  before  one  e'clool^ 
when  W.  D.  Gaas  was  speaking,  it  waa  resolved  to  c(«* 
'•  linne  the  session  five  minutes  after  the  regular  time,  for 
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i  the  purpose  of  hearing  a  atatement  whioh  J.  Early  wished 
te  make.  When  this  was  made,  Conference  adjonined 
wi^  prayer  by  bioiher  ^teelew  
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Mijfi  FRIDAY,  MAY  24. 

Conference  met  at  the  regular  hour,  Bishop  Wau^  in 
the  chair.  Tlie  religious  services  were  led  by  brother 
Dunwody. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  waa  read  and  approved. 
Imports.  The  chair  called  for  reports  from  standing  and  aelect 

committees. 
iMn],ifo.«.  The  Committee  on^Revisal  and  Unfiniahed  Busineaa 
presented  a  report,  No.  5,  which  was  read,  and  lies  cm 
the  table  one  day,  by  the  rule. 
BMdL^coiicein^  The  Committee  on  the  Bock  Concern  presented  a  re- 
port in  part,  No.  2,  which  was  read,  and  five  of  the  aix 
resolutions  were  adopted,  as  follows : — 

**  The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  having  ex- 
amined the  report  of  the  Publishing  Committee  ^  the 
South^West^m  Christian  Advocate,  in  regard  to  that 
paper,  find  the  aggregate  of  its  Uabilitiea  to  be  $2,943  28. 
Its  resources  in  cash,  notes,  and  accounts,  $812  78 ;  ia 
stock,  $1,900 ;  due  on  subscriptions,  $10,000,-^making 
the  entire  value  of  the  establishment,  after  deducting  the 
amount  of  liabilities,  $9,699  50.  With  these  facts  b^r« 
as,  and  with  the  conviction  that  the  paper  is  exerting  a 
gpod^influenee  upon  the  intellectual  and  apiritual  condition 
of  the  communiQr  among  whom  it  circulates,  and  the  cir- 
cumstance that  its  continued  publication  is  recommended 
by  the  Annual  Conference  within  whose  bounds  it  is  es- 
tablished, we  recommend  the  following  resolution  : 

'^  1 .  Resolved,  That  the  publication  of  the  South-West- 

em  Christian  Advocate  be  continued. 

_^^^^  cjiir.       "  Your  committee  bes  leave  further  to  report,  that  they 

^''**"^'        find  by  the  report  of  Uie  Publisbingr  Committee  of  the 

Richmond  Christian  Advocate,  that  Sie  liabilities  of  th« 

paper  in  bills  and  opep  accountaare  $6^437  86^  and  thai 


its  artfliUe  m/$^m  Ant  curyiiig  on  tlie  coAeeta,  in  sob-  KiyM 
0c»riptio&<«  aeeoimts,  |^re6s^  tyfe,  M^.,  are  f  12,329  HQ, 
leaving  &  balanee  in  favour  of  the  eetabliabBieat  o^ 
<5,884  48.  From  all  we  oaA  Ittam  in  regard  to  diti 
paper^  we  eee  no  Teaison  why  it  should  not  be  conliaii^  i; 
asemI  thereforo  recoaimend  the  following : 

"  %  (The  eeeond  resolutioD  was  laid  on  the  table  for  the 
{Nreewt ;  at  was  acted  ujpon  Friday^  May  31.) 

"  Your  cemmittee  have  also  examined  the  report  of  th0  ntu/tfnA  ov. 
FaUishiag  Committee  of  the  PittsbiiKh  Chrisiiaii  Advo-  ^^^'^'^ 
^Ue ;  and  ind  that  its  liabilities,  inctoding  the  ec^ginii 
purchase  of  press,  type,  dtc,  amoniyt  to  $8,889  29,  9ai 
its  only  resotroes  to  meet  this  debt  consist  in  outstand- 
ing dues  for  4he  paper  among  its  subscribers ;  but  fro/n  a 
persuasisn  of  the  good  the  paper  is  doing  in  promoting 
the  mt^ests  of  the  ehufch,  and  fross  Uie  confid^ce 
which  the  Publishing  Comialitttee  eiqpress  that  the  tmmm 
due  on  subscription  will  enable  them  to  meet  the  liabili- 
ties, we  propotie  for  the  ad^ion  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence the  following  resolution : 

''3.  Resolved,  I^at  the  {mblieatioii  of  the  PIttshurgh. 
Ckristiau  Advocate  be  eontinued. 

« And  further,  we  have  eonsideied  the  report  of  the  ^JtJ-^S" 
Southern  Christiaa  Advocate,    It  is  in  asdivent,  and,  as 
^e  ciHiceive,  a  jHrospemus  ooadition ;  its  assets  anwuK^ 
ing  to  something  like  $5,000  over  its  liabilities.    We 
recommend  the  following  resolution  : 

*^  4.  Resolved,  That  its  poUication  be  continue 

**  We  also  recommend  the  continued  publicati<m  of  the  ^^J^^^ 
Chiistian  Advooate  and  Journal,  and  of  the  Westeiii  nai^andwesi. 
Christian  Advocate ;  the  one  having  dbont  42^,000  subi-  mtoSS^^^ 
scribers,  and  the  other  9,000. 

**  And  we  recommend  the  following  rSsolulion  in  regard  %^  ^^^^^ 
to  the  Christian  Apologist : 

"  5.  Resolved,  That  from  its  growing  patronage  and  ex- 
tensive usefufaiess  unong  the  Gennan  popuktM>a  of  the 
West,  its  publication  be  cootittued. 

"  6.  And  we  further  recommend  that  the  Ladies'  R^po^  ^SJ^SifJKS^ 
sitory  at  Cincinnati,  and  the  Quarterly  Review  at  New^    MfyBe^^' 
York,  both  of  which  have  more  than  paid  their  way,*eoli« 
tinue  to  be  published. 

'*  Respectfully  submitted,  ,        . 

««  Wm.  H.  Rafba,  CMnrnn.^- 


The  same  committee  preoented  a  further  re^oit,  No.  9,  ^j^^  ^^  ^ 
which  was  adopted,  in  the  following  terms : —  ' 

''Your  coipmittee  have  had  undfer  consid^ratiQn  the  iffi^^tmMm- 
proposal  of  Ren.  John  £.  Robie  to  transfer  the  N<nid]^ 
Chnstian  Advocate  to  the  G^neml  CoyerenoiB^  Sifd  hog 
leave  to  recommend  the  following:  ^     .:  .< 


66  J^ornalafOemtid  Ctmfiren€$,tB€4. 

nty  M.  ^  Resolved,  That  the  Geoeral  CoBferened  Accept  ihe  saiX 

pioposal,  aOowing  brotker  Itobie  $2,000  for  his  interest 
IB  tbat  estaUisbmeBt,  on  the  conditions  eiabraeed  in  his 
}»iyposai,  Tis. :  Ist.  That  the  printing  press,  types,  and 
oiffieo  furniture  be  worth  $800.  2d.  That  there  be  due 
on  subscription  at  least  $1,500,  making  in  the  whtrfe 
$2,300.  3d.  That  he,  the  said  Robie,  shall  as;9urae  all 
its  present  liabilities,  making  orer  the  abOTe^mentioned 
items  f^ee  of  all  incumbrances,  except  furnishing  the 
paper  to  adrance-pay  subscribers.  4th.  That  the  tran»- 
ier  shall  be  dated  from  the  first  of  the  ptesent  month, 
aeeotding  to  the  exhibit. 

**  All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

•♦Wm.  H.  Raper,  Chaiffoanr 

The  Committee  on   the   Episcopacy  presented   the 
following  rejport,  Na  4,  whi^h  was   adopted,  as    fot* 
lows: — 
B«port<»S|ii«-       '*The  Committee  on  Episcopacy  submit  the  following 

**  1.  Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  deeease  of  the  late 
yenerable  and  beloved  senior  Superintendent  of  our  church, 
the  Rev,  Robert  Richford  Roberts,  the  Bishops  be  respect- 
fally  requested,  if  compatible  with  their  other  engage- 
ments, to  select  one  of  their  body  to  preach  his  funeral 
sermoB  before  this  Conference,  at  such  time  as  may  suit 
their  convenience. 

"2.  Resolved,  That  after  an  examiBation  of  the  consti- 
tution of  the  "  African  institute,'*  and  the  atiiebmpanying 
documents,  the  committee  see  no  reason  why  Bishop 
Soule  may  not  exercise  his  own  discretion  as  to  the  ap* 
pointment  tendered  him. 
/     '  *<  AH  which  is  respectMly  submitted, 

"  Robert  Paine,  CAdtVmafi." 

•  Confereuce  was  about  to  resume  the  order  of  the  day, 
(the  substitute  under  consideration  at  the  adjournment  yes- 
;';         *      '    lecday,y  when  the  order  wa)s  suspended  to  allow  Phineas 
i      ;     Orandsii  to  offer  a  paper  to  the  Conference,  which  he  de- 
sired to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy. 
The  order  of  the  day  was  suspended,  the  paper  presented, 
and  read ;  and  a  motion  made  to  refer  it  to  the  Commit- 
tee OB  Episfec^cy.    As  a  Substitute  for  this  reference 
J.   A.   Collins  moved  that  the  petition  be   returned,  to 
", '  ^       '  ^     ihe  petitioaer.     This  prevailed,  and  the  petitlto  was  re 

turned.  t  ,;^_ 

^f^^am^^   /T^  ^^rdercrf  the  day,  vias.,  the  above-named  substitute, 

Sie     eomi-  /(Ftnley^s,)  was  resumed,  and  its  discussion  continued  until 

»"^  ,  «M  o^«iock,  when  Conference  adjourned  with  ptayer  by 

!  I^other  Ferguson. 


SATURDAY,  MAY  35.  wtyu. 

bonfi^repce  met  ^t.the  regslw  Imm^  fiishofp  Monds  in 
the  chair,  and  was  opened  in  the  customary  wiy  kf 
brother  Wiley. 

Reports  fron^  standing  oomnaittees  were  called  foi'.       Baportt. 
/  The  Qominktee  on  the  Book  Concern  presented  a  re-  Book  coacwn, 
port,  No.  4,  which  was  read,  and  on-  motion  laid  on  the    ^^^ 
table.      .  ,  1 

The  Coramijtt^e  on  Itinerancy  presented  a.  report,  IfCh  fe««tey,  i*- 

2,  which  wjas  read,  and  on  motion  laid  On  the  table. 

S.  Martindale  asked  leave  of  absence  ml  torday  and 
Monday  for  Charles  Adams.     The  leave  was  not  granted. 

The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  presented  a  fteport,  *No.  itbMnncy^  No. 

3,  which  was  read,  and  on  motion  laid  on  the  table.  ** 

Th^  Committee  of  Correspond«sce  reported  a  respond  AiMwer  to  tot* 
to  the  letter  from  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Chnri^  in    ^oSSbSHm. 
Canada ;  which  was  read,  and,  on  motion  of  S.  Ltickey, 
apinoved  and  adopted.    (See  Appendix,  Document  ■&.)  '^' 

The  Committee  on  Episcopacy  presented  a  report,  No,  ^SSS/No^t 
^  which  was  read  and  adopted,  as  follows :— ^  «w«t» 

"  The  Comnuttee  on  Episcopacy  present  the  follow^ 
ing  report,  in  part,  which  they  ask  the  Coaferenco  to 
adopts 

"Resolved,  That  having  carefully  examined  the  ad-  *Jrt,j2rti*©?Sli 
siinistration  and  character  of  all  the  Bishops  for  the  laM    nahops. 
four  years,  we  are  of  opinion  they  should  be  fully  ap« 
poved,  except  in  so  far  as  the  case  of  Bishop  Andrew 
DBS  been  already  reported  to  the  Conference  on  a  former 
day. 

**  The  foregoing  was  agreed  to  in  the  oommitteo,  wtth^i' 
out  dissent. 

^  Respectfully  submitted, 

"  RoBxitT  Pahcb,  ChamMm. 

*' NeW'York,  May  25, 1844.'' 


The  order  of  the  day,  vis.,  the  sitbstitsle  of  biotheri  pp.  Andwiwy 
Finley  and  Trimble,  for  the  resolution  offered  by  brothers  j^'^ "—— -^ 
'Griffith  and  Davis,  was  resumed.  '  , 

Daring  the  discussion,  J.  P.  Durbin  asked  leaire  of  ab- 
sence,  on  account  of  fEtmily  affliction.    The  leave  was  [ 
granted.  / 

.After  the  con«iderati(m  of  the  substitute  had  been  re-'' 
sumed,  G.  Baker  moved  that  the  vote  by  which  die  rulO; 
HmitiDg  a  speaker  Ho  fifteen  minutes  had  been  Busp^nded,|  <  * 
b^  reconsidered.  On  motion  of  J.  E.  Evans,  the  proposal 
to  reconsider  was  laid  on  the  table.  The  discussion  wasf 
continued  until  fifteen  minutes  before  the  hour  of  adjourn^ 
ment,  when,  on  motion  of  L.  M.  Lee,  Conference  ad4 
jouniod,  witb  praj^er  by  brother. Bmsb..      '    .    '         •    j 


MONDAY,  MAY  87. 

Coiiftre9e#  taet  tt  the  r«giil«r  hour,  Bishop  8<yiiM  in 
Ae  ehair.  The  deTOtM»d  exerebes  were  conducted  l^ 
brother  Baughman. 

The  jouraal  of  Satnrdar  was  lead  and  approred. 

No  reports  from  stendiBg  or  select  committees  were 
prssMitea.         _     .  _ 

_  ^  «i  r**The"  whole  session  was  occupred  m  HTscnssing  fke 
^''^^  (tnhstitate  under  consideration  for  some  ^ys  paaL^    . 

-At.4me  #^ch9ck  the  t^Oli&r«li(HrBdia^^  with  the 
benedicttim  hj  Ae  dudr. 

K^yiB.  TUESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  28. 

Conferenoe  mel  at  the  nsnal  hour,  Bishop  Heddmg  in 
the  ehair,  and  was  opened  with  the  nsoal  religious  exer- 
cises hy  brother  KeUy. 

leports.  The  chair  called  tof  reports  from  standing  and  select 

Qommittees. 

itoneiwicT,  Ko»  J.  B.  M'Ferrin  presented  a  report,  No.  4,  of  the  Com* 
mittee  on  Itinerancy ;  which  was  read,  and,  by  mle,  laid 
en  the  tables 

J.  T.  Mitchell  presented  a  report,  No.  6,  of  the  Com- 
nlitteeon  ^piseopacy,' which  was  read.  The  first  part 
wel  laid  on  the  tebie  by  the  rale.  The  second  paxt  was 
adopted,  and  reads  as  fc^ows  :-^ 

Si^eiises     of       *^  In  view  of  what  is  re^rded  by  the  committee  as  in- 

jjj^^**^  suftcient  appropnatkms  to  meet  die  fttmily  expenses  of 
Bishops  Soule  and  Morris  for  the  last  year  or  two,  die 
cdmmiHee  reooinmend  to  the  Conference  the  fo^owing 
resolution  : 

"  Resolved,  That  $350  be  appropriated  to  Bishop  Soule, 
and  td50  ta  Bishop  Morris,  to  cover  the  deficiency  in  the 
estimates  for  their  house  rent,  ftiel,  an^  ti^Ie  expenses  for 
the  last  two  years  ;  and  that  the  Book  Agents  at  New- 
Yoric  be  instEWted  to  pay  the  same. 

*•  R.  Paiwe,  Chairman/' 

A  eommunicatiQn  from  J.  Collord,  printer  in  die  Book 
Concern,  on  the  subject  of  printing  the  journal^  of  the  last 
Conference,  was  read  by  P.  P.  Sandford.  R.  Paine  moved 
to  reconsidetf  the  Vote  to  juint  the  joumal.  On  modOn  of 
Li  M.  Lee,  Ihe  res<^ation  was  laid  on  the  table. 

J.  A.  Gere  presented  a  letter  on  the  subject  of  a  be- 
1^^        4ueet  to  die  Chartered  Fund.    On  motion,  the  Confer- 
enoe  voted  to  refer  the  communication  to  the  Committoo 
on.the  Chartered  Fund. 

Conferenoe  resumed  the  consideration  of  Finley*s  i 
stitute.    J.  A.  CoUintt,  who  was  speaking  at  die  a<l|<mni-.^ 


Jmm^  rf  Cf9Mni  Cm^ente^  ISM. 


« 


\  iiientTeBtezday,  con^liided  his  ireiiiocrki,  iiid  was  followed 
j  t^  £.  W.  SeliK^ii,  W.  Winana,  and  J.  B.  Finley.    Buikof 
'  Andrew  also  addressed  the  Conference. 
-    At  the  request  of  T.  Crowder,  brother  Finley  gave  way 
to  permit  him  to  offer  the  following  resolution : — 

^'ReieolvedjThat  when  this  Conference  adjonm  it  adjourn 
to  meet  again  at  half-past  three  o'clock." 

The  resolution  prevailed.  P.  Cartwright  obtained 
the  fb<nr,  but  the  boor  of  adjoumitirat  l»ving  con^e, 
Conferettce  adjourned  wi^  prayer  by  brother  A.  D. 
Peck. 


VntK. 


J 


I 


"     '  TUESDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  28. 

Conference  met  at  half-past  diree  o'clock.  Bishop 
Waugh  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  religious  exer- 
cises by  brother  H.  J.  Clark. 

The  journal  of  the  morning  wasread  and  apppoved. 

No  rep^te.AQPi-'M toMdlMtf "or^selecTlgDmmittees  were 

pre^^       "  ^ 

Tsttbject  under  consideradon  at  the  adjournment  was) 
/^resumed,  and  discussed  by  P.  Cartwright  and  J.  StamperJ 

When  P.  Cartwright  had  concluded  his  remarks,  Pj 
Cxaadall  offered  a  resolution,  that  the  discussion  on  thid 
question  ckse  at  half-past  five  o'clock  this  aAemoonj 
J.  A.  Collins  rose  to  a  point  of  order,  whjBther  the  : 
lution  could  be  entertained,  the  Conference  having 
nde  lor  the  previous  question.     The  chdr  decided  t]nt\ 
the  resolution  was  not  in  order.    From  this  deciskm  J.  B.  ' 
Houghlaliitg  appealed  ;  and  the  decision  of  the  chair  was  \ 
svstuned  by  a  vote  of  one  hundred  and  three.  f 

S.  Dunwody  obtained  the  floor,  but  gave  way  for  s»»^.  ^^to  ad- 
molioii  to  adjourn,  winch  was  withdrawn  to  permit  Bishop  '  <i^theCaii-  ^ 
So«^  to  make  a  few  remarks,  asking  leave  Of  (ho  Oon-    <«•»»<»*"• 
ferent^e,  before  the  final  action,  to  make  sqme  remarks 
on  the  subject  now  under  consideration.     J.  Early  moved, 
that  Bishop  Soule  and  all  the  other  Bishops  be  at  liberty 
i0  address  tibe  Conference  on  the  subject  now  under  cdn*/ 
sideration,  at  any. time  after  brother  Dunwody  has  eoQ«| 
eluded  his  remarks.  \ 

Withoul  taking  the  vote,  on  motion,  Conferettee  ad-^^ 
jaumed  with  the  benediction  by  Bishop  Waugh.^^ 


svLbject. 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING.  MAY  29. 

Conference  met  at  half-past  eight  o*clock,  and 
opened  in  the  t»ual  way,  by  brother  M'Mahan.    Bishop 
Monis  in  the  chair. 

^  The  journal  of  yesterday  aflemoon  was  read  and  ilp- 
proved. 


irtyia 


7%  J^imui  if  Gtneral  Cm/irente,  I844« 

itt!!h5iffl'  f        ^*  ^*  Randall  moYed  to  ampend  the  nfte*,  for  &e 
praviou  puipoae  of  introducing  a  leaolntion  for  tb«  previous  qnes* 
(ion.    A  motion  waa  made  to  laj  thia  on  tne  table :  loat. 
The  motion  to  suapend  the  rules  prevailed,  and  D.  B. 
Randall  offered  the  following  resolution.    ^ 

*^  Resolved^  That  whenever  in  the  judgment  of  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Conference  the  discuaaion  of  a  subject  has 
been  sufficiently  protracted,  it  shall  be  in.  order  for  him 
to  move  that  the  vote  on  the  question  be  now  taken, 
^hich  motion,  if  seconded,  shall  be  taken  without  debate ; 
and  if  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  and  voting,  by 
their  vote  sustain  the  motion,  the  vote  on  the  subject 
under  discussion  shall  be  taken  without  further  deb«ite, . 
in  the  following  order:  1.  On  the  substitute,  if  there  be 
one. '  2.  On  the  amendment.    3.  On  the  main  queatioti.'* 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

No  reports  from  standing  or  select  committee  were 
presented. 

Conference  took  up  the  resolution  of  J.  Early,  which 
was  under  discussion  when  Conference  adjourned.  A. 
motion  waa  made  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  which 
prevailed.  J.  S.  Porter  moved  to  reconsider  the  last 
'  vote  :  carried.  J.  P.  Duibin  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion which  being  sustained,  the  vote  on  the  resolutioa 
before,  the  Conference  was  taken»  and  the  resolution  was 


ttjcMri«of  ^"TEe  Conference  renewecT'the  consideration  of  the  sub-  \ 
ou^  csonti-  stitttte  offered  by  J.  B.  Finley.  S.  Dunwody'addressed  \ 
nvM.        *     ^Q  Ccmference,  and  was  followed  by  Bbhop  Soule.  \ 

N.  Bangs  moved,  that  when  Conference  adioum,  it  ad- 
.  joum  to  meet  again  at  half-past  three  o'clock  this  after* 
'     )  noon:  carried. 

Bishop  Settle  having  concluded  his  remarks,  the  Confer- 
ence adjourned  with  the  benediction  by  brother  Dunwody. 


WEDNESDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  29. 

Conference  met  at  half-past  three  o'clock,  and  W8» 
opened  with  appropriate  religious  exercises  by  broither 
Gunn.     Bishop  Soule  in  the  chair. 
The  journal  of  the  morning  was  read  and  approved. 
No  reports  from  standing  or  select  conunittees  werei 

presented.    .  .,  -    -.  _--— — 

i^jgtoa>^  '^'^onference.  resumed  theconsideratidii  of  the  substitute  ^ 
Sew$    canei  of  J.  B.  Finley.     J.  P.  Durbin  addressed  the  Conference, 


.         coBtiBued.       j^j  0^^^  explanation  by  W.  A  Smith,  A.  B.  Longstreiei 
and  <^ers.     W.  Capers  then  obtained  the  floor,  but  gii'* 
'  way  for  a  motion  to  adjourn,  which  being  put  was  ca: 
Conference  adjourned  with  the  heneSction  by  Bishoj 
Soule 


JmrwA  «f  CUmard  Cin\fitenc$^  ^844. 
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THURSDAY,  MAY  30. 


IbyW. 


ConmtttM    at 
Conrospood- 


Bliiiop  An- 


Conference  met  at  the  usual  hour,  Bishop  Hedding  in 
the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  the  usual  exercises  by 
binother  Upham. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  afternoon  was  read  and  ap> 
prored. 

Reports  from  standing  and  select  committees  being  in  Reports. 
order, 

The  Committee  of  Correspondence  presented  a  reply 
to  the  letter  from  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  in  Great 
Britun,  which  was  read,  and  on  motion  recommitted,  with 
a  suggestion  to  add  paragraphs  on  education,  and  the  inter* 
course  between  the  two  Conferences. 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  presented  a  final  ^^^^ 
report,  No.  6,  which  was  read,  and  lies  on  th^  table  one 

day._        ■'  ^         ■ 

e  consideration  of  Finley's  substitute  was  resumed,  ^ 
W.  Capers  having  the  floor,  who  addressed  the  Confer- 
ence. When  he  had  concluded,  6.  Peck  obtained  the 
floor,  but  yielded  it  to  J.  Hobart,  who  moved  the  previous 
question.  J.  P.  Durbin  moved,  that  on  the  vote  whether 
the  main  question  shall  now  be  put,  the  ayes  and  noes  be 
taken.  The  ayes  and  noes  were  ordered  by  a  vote  of  one 
hundred  and  seventeen. 

The  list  was  called,  and  ninety-eight  answered  in  favour 
of  putting  the  main  question,  and  eighty  against  it.  The 
ayes  and  noes  were  as  follows,  viz. : — 

Ates.  New-York  Conference— Rice,  Peck,  Stratten,  ^^"^^ 
F.  Reed,  Ferguson,  Martindale,  Richardson.  Providence —  ^^v»m  <» 
Lovejoy,  Upham,  Benton,  Townsend.  New-England — ^J.  • 
Porter,  King,  Crandall,  Pickering.  Maine — Hill,  E.  Rob-  ^ 
inson,  Randall,  Morse,  Hobart,  Nickerson,  Webber.  New-  j 
Hampshire — ^£.  Scott,  Chamberlain,  Kelly,  Perkins,  Dow,  j 
8paulding,  Cahoon^  Cass.  Tro^ — Seymour,  Wever,  J 
Corel,  Spicer,  Coleman,  Houghtaling,  J.  T.  Peck.  Black  \ 
River — A.  D.  Peck,  A.  Adams,  Baker,  Ninde.  Oneideh-^  ■ 
Snyder,  Comfort,  Rounds,  Shepherd,  Rose,  Bo  wen. 
Holmes.  Genesee — ^Filmore,  Luckey,  Steele,  Hibbard, 
Seager,  Abell,  Hosmer,  Alverson.  Erie — Steadman,  Bain, 
Clarke,  J.  Robinson,  Goodwin.  Pittsburg — Spencer,  8. 
Elliott,  Boyd,  Wakefield,  Drummond.  OAto-— C.  Elliott, 
Raper,  Finley,  Hamline,  Connell,  Ferree.  North  Okio-^ 
Thompson,  Power,  Poe,  Yocum,  Runnells.  Michigan — 
Crane,  Billings,  Baughman.  Indiana — Simpson,  Wiley, 
Ames,  Miller,  Wood,  Havens.  Rock  jRwer-^Sinclair,  H. 
W.  Reed.  lllinois'^Csiiwnght,  Vancleve,  N.  G.  Berry- 
man.  Missouri — J.  C.  Berry  man,  J.  M.  Jameson.  Georgia 
— O.  F.  Pierce,  Parks,  Glenn,  Eva,ns.  South  Cardlwui^ 
Bette,  Walker.    iVk0-/«rwy--Wnner-r98. 


H  "S^ttJ'm-  -L  ^??*:   New-York  CoKfermce^BBsigB,  Olin,  Carpenter, 


^"^.S^'  Sandford.    Neto-Englofil-C.  Adams.     Genesee-^AXvet- 

ion.    Pittdmrgi-^W.  Hunter,  H.  J.  Clark.    Ohith^Sehm, 

Triioble.    /ncZumo^Ruter,  Eddy.     £oci(  River^Weei^ 

Mitchell.    iZ/tnoi^—Akers,  Stamper.    M^fauri— Rednm. 

'  jCicn^ttcXjr^Bascom,     Gnniiy    Kavanaij^,    Stephenscm, 

Crouch,   Brush.      JToZfton— Sevier,    Fatten,    Stringfield. 

Te»n$ssee-^V9me,  MTerrin,  Green,  NaddiUr    MenqMs— 

Harris,  Moody,   M'Mahan,  Joyner.     Arkansas — Park^Ti 

Ratclifie,  A.  Hunter.     Texas^Fowl^,  J.  Clark.     Misais- 

^^^— Winans,  Drake,  Lane,  Rogers.    Alabamor^MxEX" ' 

xih.  Boring,    Garrett,   Hamilton.     Georgkk^h.  Pierce, 

Loagstreet.     Sauih  CaroUnor^C^i^i^y  Wightroan,  Dun* 

^    wody.     North  Carolina — ^Jameson,  Doub,  Blake.      Ftr- 

j    ^nui-^Early,    Lee,    W.    A.    Smith,    Crowder.      JhUi* 

I    nor^-^Slicer,   Griffith,  Bear,  Morgan,  Tippett,  Sargent, 

1    Collins,     Davis,     Gere,    HUdt.      PAt2(^^Aia-^Durhin, 

I    Thompson,  White,  L.  Scott,  W.  Cooper.    NeuhJersey^ 

[  J.  S.  Porter,  Shaw,  NeaL.SQYereifla"?«QQ.  

^SaSa  oTtoJj      ^^  ^^  motion  to  take  the  mam  question  was  lost,  not* 
•d.  .having  a  majority  of  two-thirds. 

^im£on  oT^e  •    ^^  ^^®  moment  Bishop  Hedding  suggested  that  the    ' 
mOiieex   post-  Conference  have  no  afternoon  session,  and  thus  allow  the  / 
poiMduntii  to-  gishops  time  to  consult  together,  with  a  hope  that  they  might  / 
be  able  to  present  a  plan  of  adjusting  our  present  difficult  ,' 
iii^s.     The  suggestion  was  received  with  general  and  great , 
Cordiality ;  and,  on  motion,  the  discussion  of  the  substitute ! 
^der  consideration  was  postponed  until  to-morrow  mnmmg^  V 
^^^  ^OnTKmgrtFf-Wrffl-ITaper;  tTie"Tepod  Of 'the  Com- 
ntttee.  mittee  on  the  Book  Concern,  laid  on  the  table  on  Wednea- 

dfiy,  22d,  was  taken  up.  The  first  item  was  adopted.  The 
second  item  was  divided,  and  the  first  Inranch  of  it  adopted. 
J.  B.  M'Ferrin  moved  to  amend  the  second  by  striking  out 
the  word  *'  two"  and  inserting  "  one."  The  amendment 
prevailed.  A  motion  to  reconsider  the  above  amend- 
ment was  lost.  The  second'branch  of  the  second  item  was 
then  adopted.  A.  Wiley  proposed  to  amend  the  item  just 
adof^d,  by  adding  to  it,  *^  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Annual  Conferences,  when  s^ch  reports  are  made  to  theo^ 
to  adopt  efficient  means  to  collect  such  debts."  The 
amendment  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  W.  H.  Raper,  the  report  of  the  Book 
Committee,  presented  and  read  to-day,  was  recommitted. 
After  prayer  by  brother  Crane,  Conference  adjourned* 


Ifajril. 


FRIDAY  MORNING,  MAY  31. 

Conference  met  at  lialf-past  eight  o'clock,  and  i^aa 
qieAod  with  approprjialie  religious  ex,erci^es  by  hroiher 
Sandford.    Bi4u>p  WwiebiKi  th#.<^^ 
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The  jomnat^of  ytstexdfty  w%8  read  uad  appror^. 

Tbe  dmir  .called  for  M|MMrU  from  select  and  standiiii; 
comtnittees.  ' 

W,  H.  Raper  preaeoted  tlie  report  of  tiie  Gotnoiittee  Book 
on  tke  Book  Concettt,  recommitted  yesterday,  with  ame&d^ 
meats;  wjaoh  was< read,  and  laid  on  t&e  table  aiecordiog 
tovoie. 

P.  Rice  pyesented  the  report  of  the  *  Comniittee  on 
Bonndaries^  which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  accords 
ng  to  rule. 

L.  Pierce  presented  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Kble  cause,  wUch  was  read,  and  laid  4y  the  table. 

Bishop  Wsugh,  in  behalf  of  the  Bishops,  presented  the 
following  communication,  which  was  read  by  himself,  and 
also  by  me  Secretary :-- 

^^^l^o^e-G^al  C9nftrene$ of  the  MModist  E.  Ckurok\ 

**  Rev.  and  Dear  Brethren,-— The  undersigned  respect^ 
fully  and  affectionately  offer  to  your  cahn  consideration 
the  resuh  of  thdr  consultation  this  afternoon  in  regard  to 
the  unpleasant  and  very  delicate  question  which  has  been 
so  long  and  so  earnestly  debated  before  your  body.  They 
have,  with  the  liveliest  interest,  watched  the  progress  of 
the  discussion,  and  have  awaited  its  termination  with  the 
deepest  solicitude.  As  they  have  pored  over  this  subject 
with  anxious  ttuwght,  by  day  and  by  night,  they  have  been 
Stove 'and  more  impressed  with  the  di^cnkies  eonneeted 
therewith,  and  the  disastrous  results  which,  in  their  appr^ 
hension,  are  the  almost  inevitaUe  consequences  of  present 
aiction  on  the  question  now  pending  before  yott.  To  the 
undersigned  it  is  fully  apparent  that  a  decision  thereon, 
whether  affirmatively  or  negatively,  will  most  extensively 
Jistorb  the  peace  and  harmony  of  thai  widely-extended 
brotherhood  which  has  so  elS^ively  operated  for  good  itf 
the  United  States  of  America  and  elsewhdre  during  the 
last  sixty  years,  in  the  development  o(  a  system  of  active 
energy,  of  which  wiion  has  always  been  a  main  element. 
They  have,  with  deep  emotion,  inquired.  Can  anything  be 
done  to  avoid  an  evil  so  much  deprecated  by  every  friend 
of  our  common  Methodism  T  Long  and  anxiously  have 
they  waited  for  a  satisfactory  answer  to  this  inquiry,  but 
they  have  parsed  in  vain.  At  this  painful  crisis  they  have 
nnsnlmottsly  concurred  in  the  propriety  of  recommending 
the  postponement  of  ftother  action  in  the  ca^se  of  Bishi^ 
Andyew  until  the  ensuing  Oeneral  Conference,  it  does 
not  eaUi  into  the  design  of  the  undersigned  to  aargiie  tbe 
propriety  of  their  recommendation,  otherwise  strong  and 
valid  reasons  might  be  adduced  in  its  support.  They  can- 
nefer  bitt  think  that  if  the  embaBiassaienC  of  ^slMp  Andrew 
shflold'Bot^  seine  before  (hat  time,  thenext  eeosniCon^ 
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ference,  represeating  the  fmstots,  iiiuii6ter8,and  pciK^le  of 
the. several  Annual  Confereacee,  afterall  the  facts  in  the 
case  shall  have  passed  in  review  before  them,  will  hm 
better  qualified  than  the  present  General  Conference  can 
.  he  to  adjudicate  the  case  wisely  and  discreetly.  Uotii 
the  cessation  of  the  embarrassment,  or  the  expiration  of 
the  interval  between  the  present  and  the  ensuing  Genera] 
Conference,  the  undersigned  believe  that  such  a  division 
.  of  the  work  of  the  general  superintendency  might  be  made, 
without  any  infraction  of  a  constitutional  principle,  aa 
would  fully  employ  Bishop  Andrew  in  those  sections  of 
the  church  in  w^ich  his  presence  and  services  would  be 
welcome  and  cordial.  If  the  course  pursued  on  this 
occasion  by  the  undersigned  be  deemed  a  novel  one,  they 
persuade  themselves  that  their  justification,  in  the  view  of 
all  candid  and  peace-loving  persons,  Will  be  found  in  their 
strong  desire  to  prevent  disunidn,  and  to  promote  harmony 
in  the  church.        ^ 

"Very  respectfully  and  affectionately  submitted, 

"Joshua  Sovls, 

"Elijah  Hspdino,    . 

"B.  Wauoh,. 

"T.  A.  Morris. 
«  Thursday  afternoon,  May  30,  1844."       .        ^    - 

J.  A.  Collins,  moved  that  the  consideration  of  the  comf 
munication  just  read  be  postponed  until  to-morrow  morning, 
and  that  the  communication  itself  be  printed  forthwith. 
A  third  reading  was  called  for,  and  ordered  by  the  Con- 
ference.   I.  Winner  mov«d  to  amend  the  above  resolution  / 
by  striking  out "  to-morrow  morning,"  and  inserting  "  font  ■ 
o'clock  this  afternoon."    This  amendment,  on  motion  of  \ 
J.  Stamper,  wa^  laid  on  the  table.    T.  Stringfield  called  ; 
for  a  division  of  the  resolution ;  and  that  part  which  relates 
to  the  printing  was  adopted.    The  other  member  of  the 
resolution  was  also  adopted.  .•.^...  ^ 

F.  XJpham  moved  to  take  up  the  order  of  the  day,  the 
substitute  of  J.  B.  Finley.  This  motion  was  laid  on  the  taUe. 

N.  Bangs  offered  the  following,  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries : — 

''The  delegates  of  the  New- York  Conference  have 
instructed  me  to  ask  permission  of  the  General  Confef* 
ence,  for  the  New- York  Conference,  if  they  shall  judge  it 
expedient,  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  presiding 
Bishop,  to  divide  said  Conference,  at  any  time  during,  the 
neoct  four  years.  ^  N.  Bangs. 

,  '^NewYork,  May  31,1^^" 

E.  Thompson  presented  a  complaiBt  fnoai  Geoi^ 
AnBStaoBg,  si  aembex  of  the  Nerth  Ohio  Coofetsooe, 
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•gainst  tliat  Conference  ;  and  moved  its  reference  to  the       Wtyn. 
Committee  on  the  Itinerancy.    The  motion  for  reference 
was  lost.     On  motion  of  T.  Stringfield,  the  Tote  refosing 
to  refer  it  was  reconsidered  ;  and  it  was  referred  *to  the 
Committee  on  the  Itinerancy. 

On  motion  of  C.  W.  Ruter,  the  report  from  the  Com-  ^^^^ 
mittee  on  the  Book  Concern,  under  consideration  at  the  ^nmmM. 
adjournnlent  yesterday,  was  taken  up ;  the  question  being 
on  the  adoption  of  the  third  branch  of  the  second  item. 
This  section  of  the  item  was  adopted.  On  motion  of  E. 
R.  Ames,  the  third  item  was  recommitted.  The  fowrih, 
Jift\  and  sixth  items  were  separately  adopted. 

When  the  seventh  item  was  under  consideration,  a 
division  was  called  for.  The  first  part,  ending  with  <*  loca- 
tion,** was  adopted.  On  the  second  part,  J.  B.  Finley 
moved  to  amend  by  inserting,  *'  except  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Conference." 

Conference  resolved,  that  when  we  adjourn  we  adjourn 
to  meet  at  half-past  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

W.  Winans  made  a  suggestion,  which  was  accepted  by 
the  committee,  and  will  be  found  imbodied  in  the  report. 

J.  Hamilton  <^ered  a  substitute,  which  was  under  con- 
mderation  when  the  time  of  adjournment  arrived.  hSies 
prayer  by  brother  Sinclair,  Conference  adjourned  to  meet 
at  half-past  three  o'clock,  P!  M. 

FRIDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  31. 

Conference  met  at  half-past  three  o'clock,  pursuant  to 
adjournment.  Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened 
with  religious  services  by  brother  6.  Smith. 

The  journal  of  the  morning  was  read  and  approved. 

No  reports  from  standing  or-  select  committees  wer^ 
offered. 

A.  Hunter  presented  a  communication  from  John  J.  ^ggg*/^  ' 
Roberts,  in  relation  to  a  bequest  to  the  M.  £.  Church^ 
from  Francis  Holmes,  deceased.   On  motion  it  was  referred 
to  the  delegation  from  Arkansas  Conference,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

The  subject  under  consideration  at  the  time  of  adjourn-  ^^^S^^^Sn- 
ment  in  the  morning  was  resumed,  viz.,  the  report  of  the    mittee. 
Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  the  <|uestion  being  on 
bhe  substitute  offered  by  J.  Hamilton  for  the  seventh  item; 
being  in  the  following  words  :  ''  Whenever  any  claimant 
on'  the  funds  of  a  Conference  shall  be  in  debt  to  the  Book 
Concern,  such  claimant  shall  receive  no  appropriation  from 
said  funds  without  the  vote  of  the  Conference,  until  his 
debt  be  paid.'^     The  substitute  was  lost.    The  second  , 
branch  of  the  seventh  item  was  then  adopted.    The  eighth 
and  ninth  iteyie  were  also  adopted.    The  third  item,  which 
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*^<i*       WM  reeenraitted  tUb  mordng,  wts  preMritedbf  the  i 
niiUe,  iDoorportled  in  the  report,  and  udopled. 

The  report,  as  amended  and  rensed»  -was  adopted,  ns 

follows:-^ 

%Se*«?tt»      "The  Committee^pn  the  Book  Coaoem  agree  in  nag- 

geeting  to  the  General  Conference  the  following  cfamtiges 

in  sec.  8  of  the  Diacipline,  beginning  on  plHge  185,  vis.  :«— 

'' In  paragraph  3,  strike  out  of  the  fint  sentence  die 
words  '  or  cenerai  book-steward.'  It  will  then  read,^-^ 
'There  shaU  be  an  agent  and  an  assistant  agrnH,  bothdf 
whom  shall  be  chosen  from  among  the  travdHng  preach- 
ers,' Sic. 

*'  2.  In  paragraph  4,  strike  ont  of  the  first  senteaee  the 
eaflie  words,  so  as  to  make  it  read,  <  The  agents  shall  hare 
atfthoriqr,'  &c.  And  that  the  Daoragrapk  be  so  akef ed  «8 
to  read  "from  the  beginning  of  the  second  sentence,  than : 
'  It  shall  be  their  duty  to  send  an  exhibit  of  the  totals  of 
the  Book  Coneem  at  New- York  to  each  session  of  the 
Annual  Conferences,  and  report  quadrennially  to  the  Ges- 
eral  Conference.  They  shall  also  infosrm  the  Conferences 
of  any  within  their  respe6liT«  bonnds  who  nef^ect  to  make 
payment,  that meaenres  betaken  lo  ooileet  or  secure  Mich 
^bls ;  and  diey  shall  not  aUow  any  claim  to  nm  beyond  oae 
year  from  the  time  it  was  due  wkhont  reporting  it  to  the 
Conference.  They  shall  publish  such  hooks  and  triolB 
as  are  recommended  by  the  General  Conference,  and  may, 
if  approved  by,  the  editors,  publish  such  as  are  recom- 
mended by  the  Book  Committee  at  New-Toik,  or  recom-  | 
mended  b;^  aii  Atfnual  Conference ;  and  they  may  reprim  | 
^ar  book  or  tract  which  has  been  obce  approved  and  pub-  i 
lisned  by  us,  when  in  dieir  judgment,  and  the  jodgment  of 
the  editoie,  the  same  ought  to  be  reprinted :  or  they  may 
publish  any  new  work  which  may  be  approved  by  the 
editors.' 

''  3.  Paragraph  8  to  read :  *  They  shall  publish  such 
books  and  tracts  aa  are  recommended  to  them  for  pnblicft- 
lioB  by  the  General  Conf^ence ;  and  they  may  poblidi 
any  new  work  which  shall  be  approved  by  the  editors ;  and 
may  publish  any  work  recommended  by  the  Book  Com- 
mittee at  Cincinnati,  or  by  an  Annual  Conference,  if 
approved  by  the  editors.' 

**  4.  Paragraph  9  to  be  so  altered  at  the  beginning,  as 
to  read  thus:  'There  shall  be  an  editor  of  the  Lilies* 
depository,  general  books  and  tracts,  except  those  in  the 
German  language,  and  iga  editor  of  the  Western  Christian 
Advocate,'  £c. 

,  *'  5.  Paragi^fiph  14  to  be  so  altered  as  to  read  as  follows ; 
f  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  agents  to  send  an  exhibit  of  . 
the  state  of  the  Book  C<mcem  at  Cikicmnati  to  each  aes- 
iion  of  all  the  Annual  .Conference^,  and  revert  quadfeft* 
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tifSkj  to  t&e  G^eial  C<wfemice.    Tkey  shall  also  ittibim       ^^  «• 
tho  Conferences  of  aay  within  their  respective  bounds  ****^<*'^" 
who  neglect  to  make  pay  mei4,  that  measures  may  be  taken 
to  collect  <Mr  secure  such  debts  \  and  they  shall  not  allow 
any  claim  to  run  beyond  one  year  from  the  time  it  was 
due  without  reporting  it  to  the  Conference.' 

"  6.  That  paragraph  27  be  tr^spased,  and  numbered 
15 ;  and  be  so  altered  as  to  read  thus :  '  Every  Anmial 
Conference  shall  appoint  a  committee,  who,  in  the  absence 
of  the  Agent,  shall  attend  to  the  collection  of  the  acconnts 
sent  out  from  the  Book  Concern,  and  r^um  an  accurate 
report  of  the  same.  They  shall  also  report  to  the  Coa*> 
ferance  any  claims  which  may  have  been  one  year  dne, 
that  they  may  be  collected  or  secured.  Every  Presiding 
Elder,  minister,  and  preacher,  shall  do  everything  in  his 
power  to  Teoover  all  debts  due  to  the  Concern,  for  bosks 
fir  pvnodicals^  wttbin  the  bounds  of  his  charge.  If  aa^ 
person,  preacher  or  member,  be  indebted  to  the  BodcCon^ 
cem,  and  refuse  or  neglect  to  make  payment,  or  to  come 
to  a  just  settlement,  let  him  be  dealt  with  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  directed  in  oilier  cases  of  debt  and  disputed 
accounts.    See  chap.  1,  see*  10.' 

'^  7.  Add  the  following  paragrapby  to  be  nwnbered  16: 
^Whenever  a  member  of  an  Annual  Conference  sppHes 
for  a  location,  it  shall  be  asked,  in  all  cases.  Is  ha  indebteil 
to  the  Book  Concera  ?  and  if  it  be  ascertaitied  that  he  is, 
the  Conference  shidl  requite  hhn  to  seonre  said  debt,  if 
they  judge  it  at  all  necessary  on  proper,  befcnre  they.'mnt 
bim  a  loeati^on.  Whenever  any  claimant  on  the  fnnmoC 
a  Conference  shall  be  in  debt  to  the  Book  Concern,  the 
Conference  of  which  he  is  a  member  shall  have  poweir  to 
appropriate  the  amount  of  such  claim,  or  any  part  thereof^ 
to  the  payment  of  said  debt,' 

^*8.  Strike  out  the  last  sentence  of  pavagsaph  17,  as  it 
is  now  numbered  in  the  Discipline. 

^  9.  We  recommend  that  the  31st  paragraph  be  stiicken. 
«iit,  as  it  is  now  useless. 

*<  Wm.  H.  Rapbr,  Chaiffmm, 

"Jtffly21,  1844." 

On  motion  of  L.  M.  Lee,  report  No«  3  of  tho  C<»nmiltee 
on  the  Book  Concern  ww  taken  up.  The  second  ismdv- 
tion  of  the  report,  laid  on  the  table  on  Friday  24th  inst., 
was  taken  up  and  adopted,  as  foDows  :^*^ 

"  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  Annual  Confereiie^ 
in  General  Conference  assembled,  That  the  publication  of 
tbo  Richnaoad  Christian  Advocaite  be  continued." 

On  motion  of  J.  Early,  the  report  of  the  Committsa  o4  ^^^'^SS'lSl 
the  Book  Concern,  No.  6,  was  taken  up.    The  fir9$  re^iAk'^  mko/No.  • 
tion,  telatingf  to  tha  appointment  of  the  Book  Committee 
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*^  *•       WM^  reMomitled  thte  morniiig,  was  preaeirttod  bf  tke 
nuoSfte,  incerportled  in  the  report,  and  adopted. 

The  report,  as  amended  and  rented*  -was  adopted,  na 

follows  :•*-• 

^SS^^ouSb      '''1*1^0  Committee ^n  the  Book  Coaoetn  agree  in  aogw 

geetinf  to  the  General  Conference  the  following  changes 

in  sec.  8  of  the  Discipline,  beginning  on  pl^ge  185,  vis.  :«* 

**  In  paragraph  3,  strikeout  a(  the  first  sentence  lbs 
words  ^  or  general  book'^steward.'  It  wiU  then  read^-^ 
'  There  shaU  be  an  agent  and  an  assistant  agont,  both  <t 
whom  shaU  be  chosen  from  among  the  travdHng  preach- 
ers,' &c. 

^*  2.  In  paragraph  4,  strike  out  of  the  first  senteaea  the 
tamo  words,  so  as  to  make  it  read,  *  The  agents  shall  have 
MtthoriQr,'  dz;c.  And  that  the  pamgraph  be  so  aketed  as 
io  read  iron  the  beginning  of  tee  second  sentence,  thus : 
*  It  shall  be  their  duty  to  send  an  exhibit  of  the  state  of 
ike  Boek  Coneem  at  New* York  to  each  session  of  the 
Annual  Conferences,  and  report  qaadrenniadly  to  the  Gen-  , 

etal  Conference.    They  shall  also  infovm  the  Conferences  I 

of  angr  within  their  respective  bounds  who  neglect  to  make  | 

payment,  that  meaiBives  be  taken  to  ot^lect  or  aecure  such  I 

4ebts ;  and  they  shall  not  allow  any  claim  to  run  beyond  one 
year  fieokn  the  tame  it  was  due  wifhom  r^K>rting  it  to  tiie 
Conference.  They  shall  publish  such  books  and  trtkols 
as  are  recommended  by  the  General  Conference,  and  may, 
if  approved  by.  the  editors,  publish  such  as  are  recom- 
mended by  the  Book  Committee  at  New-Tork,  or  recom- 
mended b)r  ah  Annual  Conference ;  and  they  may  reprinfi 
luB^  book  or  tract  which  has  been  once  approved  and  pub*  i 

lished  by  us,  when  in  ^eir  judgment,  and  the  judgment  of 
the  editors,  the  same  ought  to  be  reprinted :  or  they  may 
publish  any  new  work  which  may  be  approved  by  the 
editors.' 

"^  3.  Paragraj^  8  to  read :  *  They  shall  publish  such 
books  and  tracts  as  are  recommended  to  them  for  pul^ca- 
Ikm  by  the  General  Conference ;  and  ihey  may  publish 
any  new  work  which  shall  be  approved  by  the  editors  ;  and 
may  publish  any  work  recommended  by  the  Book  Com* 
mittee  at  Cincinnati,  or  by  an  Annual  Conference,  if 
approved  by  the  editors.' 

'*  4.  Paragraph  9  to  be  so  altered  at  the  beginning,  as 
to  read  thus:  'There  shall  be  an  editor  of  the  Ladies' 
depository,  general  books  and  tracts,  except  those  in  the 
G^nnan  langoage,  and  an  editor  of  the  Western  Chnstiaa 
Advocate,'  &c. 

,  *'  5.  Paragi^aph  14  to  be  so  altm'edas  to  read  as  follows : 
f  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  agents  to  send  aa  exkS)]it  of  . 
the  state  of  the  Book  Ccocem  at  CineinBati  to  each  sea- 
aion  of  all  the  Aminal  .Conferences,  and  report  quadten* 


luMiytot&eGeiimlOoiifeniiGe.    Tkey  shall  also  inibrai  ^Jj^«; 
the  Conferences  of  any  within  their  respectiTe  bottn^  *"     •*-"«' 
who  neglect  to  make  pay  meiU,  that  measures  may  be  taken 
to  collect  <Mr  secure  such  debts  \  and  they  shall  not  allow 
any  claim  to  run  beyond  <Hie  year  from  the  time'  it  was 
due  without  reporting  it  to  the  Conference.'. 

"  6.  That  paragraph  27  be  traydspesed,  and  numbered 
15 ;  and  be  so  altered  as  to  read  thus :  '  Every  Annval 
Conference  shdl  appoint  a  committee,  who,  in  the  absence 
of  the  Agent,  shall  attend  to  the  collection  of  the  accomitis 
sent  out  from  the  Book  Concern,  and  r^urn  an  accurate 
r^K>rt  of  the  same.  They  shall  also  report  to  the  Coa^ 
ference  any  claims  which  tnay  have  be^a  <me  year  due, 
that  they  may  be  collected  or  secured.  Every  Presiding 
Elder,  minister,  «id  preacher,  shall  do  everything  in  his 
power  to  Teoover  all  debts  due  to  the  Concern,  for  books 
tft  pefmdicals^  widiin  the  bounds  of  his  charge.  If  ai^ 
person,  preacher  or  member,  be  indebted  to  the  BookCoot- 
cem,  and  refuse  or  neglect  to  make  payment,  or  to  come 
to  a  just  settlement  let  him  be  dealt  with  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  directed  in  odier  cases  of  debt  and  disputed 
aceovints.    See  chap.  1,  see.  10.' 

<^  7.  Add  the  following  pars^aph,  to  be  Unmbered  16: 
*  Whenever  a  member  of  an  Annual  Conference  appKes 
for  a  location^  it  shall  be  asked,  in  all  cases,  Is  he  indebted 
to  the  Book  Concera  %  and  if  it  be  ascertained  that  he  is, 
the  Conference  shaU  requira  hhn  to  secure  said  debt,  if 
they  judge  it  at  all  necessary  on  prober,  before  they  grant 
liim  a  loeation.  Whenever  any  claimant  on  the  fcmdik  oC 
a  Conference  shall  be  in  debt  to  the  Book  Concern,  thfS 
Conference  of  which  he  is  a  member  shall  have  poweir  to 
appropriate  the  amoant  of  suth  claim,  or  any  part  thereof, 
to  the  payment  of  said  debt.' 

^<8.  Stiike  Out  the  last  sentence  of  pavagsaph  It,  as -it 
is  now  numbered  in  the  Discipline. 

^  9.  We  recommend  that  the  31st  paingraph  be  stricken, 
mit,  as  it  is  now  useless. 

"  Wm.  H.  Rafbr,  Chaifrmm, 

"itfay  21,  1844." 


t» 


On  motion  of  L.  M.  Lee,  report  No.  3  (tf  the  Committee 
on  the  Bock  Concern  was  taken  up.  The  second  rvscitf- 
tidn  o(  the  report,  laid  on  the  tabto  on  Friday  d4th  inst., 
was  taken  up  and  adopted,  as  foDows  :->^ 

"  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  Annual  Coi^ererieeii^ 
in  General  Conference  assembled,  That  the  pnblicatiott  of 
tko  Richmond  Christian  Advociite  be  continued." 

On  motion  of  J.  Early,  the  report  of  the  Comnitte»o4  ^^^'^^^'XSt 
the  Book  Concern,  No.  6,  was  taken m.    The jSrrt reboia>.^  SwIno. e 
tion,  veisiingf  to  the  appoiatmettt  of  the  Book  Committee 


AdV06ftl6* 


90  Journal  of  Ginifal  Canforenei^  1844. 

^'v^'       at  New-Tork,  was  cdnsiderod.    P.  Rica  moved  to  BXaand 
^on*?f"^  by  Btriking  out  "New-York,"  and  inaerting  "Troy,"  of 
New-Toik       some  Other  Conference. .  Thia  amendment  did  not  preraiL 
Book  Commit-  p  p  g^ndford  liad  leave  to  continue  hU  remarka.     J. 
Early  suggeated  an  amendment,  which  waa  accepted  by 
the  committee,  and  ia  incorporated  with  the  reaolution. 
W.  Winana  propoaed  to  amend  by  striking  out  '*  two  from 
New-Y<^k,  two  from  New-Jeraey,  and  two  from  Phila- 
delphia," and  inserting  "  one  from  New- York,  one  from 
Troy,  one  from  New- Jersey,  onef rom  Philadelphia,  one  from 
Baltimore,  one  from  Providence,  and  one  from  New-Eng- 
land."   W.  W.  Ninde  moved  further  to  amend,  by  addisg, 
"  one  from  Geneaee,  one  from  Oneida,  and  one  from  Blade 
Elver." 

Before  a  vote  was  had,  J.  A.  Banghman  moved  aa 
adjournment,  which  was  carried.  After  prayer  by  brother 
O.  F.  Pierce,  Conference  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow 
morning,  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 

i^  1  SATURDAY,  JUNE  1. 

Conference  met  at  half-paat  eight  o'clock,  according  to 
the  rule.  Bishop  Soule  in  the  chair;  and  waa  opened 
with  reading  God's  word,  singing  and  prayer,  by  br(yther 
C.  Elliott. 
.    The  journal  of  Friday  aflemoon  waa  read  and  approved. 

The  chairman  oi  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  asked 
leave  lor  that  committee  to  retire  and  consider  tha^  petition 
presented  by  a  part  ot  the  New^York  delegation.  The 
leaye  waa  not  granted. 

'  The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Ezpenaea  of 
the  Delegates  presented  a  report,  which  was  read.  On 
motion  of  0.  F.  Pierce,  the  report  was  amended,  and  the 
amendment  is  incorporated  in  the  report.  The  report  as 
amended  was  adopted,  and  reads  thus : — 
Eflpoit  of  the  ^The  Committee  on  the  Expenses  of  the  Delegatea 
Oommittee  m  jq^^  i]^^  following  resolutions  for  the  immediate  action 
of  die  Conference  r     . 

"  1.  That  the  fifty  dollars  lost  by  brother  Patton  be  de- 
ducted from  the  collections  in  the  hands  of  the  committee. 

".  2.  That  the  expensea  of  brothet  Kenney,  the  Recording 
Secretairy,  be  roferred  to  the  coasmittoe  for  payment. 

^3.  That  all  moneys  in  the  hands  of  the  delegatea,  after 
deducting  the  amount  of  their  ezpenaea,  be  himded  over 
to  ih»  committee. 

^'4.  That  when  the  Georgia  delegation  have  paid  the 
.     above  fifty  dollara,  they  shall  be  allowed  to  retain  in  tMr 
hinds  any  surplus  they  may  have,  subject  to  the  order  of 
the  Georgia  Conference. 

"C.  B.  TippBTT,-  Chammm." 


SiMBSM 
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Tbe  Committee  on  Teniper»ice  presented  their  report,        June  i. 
wiiich  was  read,  and  on  motion  laid  on  the  table  for  the  ^^3m«^ 
present^  and  made  the  ordey  of  dieday  foy  Tueaby»  ^ 

- — Anfals  junctareairthe  Bishops  on  the  platform  address-; 
ed  the  Conference^  in  the  following  order.  ;, 

Bishop  Heddino  said  he  wished  to  withdraw  his  name  j  ^^^^S^ 
from  the  Address  of  the  Bishops,  presented  yesterday.;  toSeConte- 
/       He  had  not  been  argued  or  persuaded  into  signing  it,  but;  ^^^ 
j       kad  attached  his  name  of  his  own  free  will  and  accor4> : 
I       because  be  thought  it  would  be  a  peace  measure ;  but  : 
I        facts  had  come  to  his  knowledge  since,  which  led  him  to  1 
believe  that  such  would  not  be  the  case.     Again:  he  | 
tbou^t  it  would  be  adopted  without  debate^  bu:t  he  was  \ 
convinced  now  that  it  would  give  rise  to  much  discussion,    ' 
and  therefore  he  wished  to  withdraw  his  name  from  the    \ 
I        paper  on  the  table.  .  / 

Bishop  Waugh  followed,  and  said  he  came  into  the  ^AjpWiagiiPi 
measure,  as  his  venerated  and  honoured  coUeagne  did^         "'* 
without  persuasion  or  constraint.    He  considered  it  as  th^ 
last  resort  to  promote  the  future  peace  of  the  church.    He 
admittc^d  he  had  not  been  very  sanguine  on  the  subject, 
and  if  it  failed  he  would  not  be  disappointed.     Still  he . 
did  not  desire  to  withdraw  his  name ;  he  would  regret  if  . 
the  communication  should  be  the  cause  of  lengthened  \ 
debate,  and  in  that  case  might  feel  called  vpon  to  with-  \ 
draw  his  name  from  the  document.     At  present  he  wa0  '. 
content  to  let  it  remain. 

Bis90P  MoRAis  succeeded,  and  said  he  wished  his  Bishop  u<ma*9 
name  to  stand  on  that  paper,  as  a  testimony  that  he  had    *^^*'''^^' 
done  what  be  could  to  preserve  the  unity  md  peace  of 
the  church. 

Bishop  Sottle  added,  that  his  colleagues  would  cer- .  Bishop  aiMit^B 
I        tainly  say  that  they  Mopted  the  paper  as  freely  as  he  did.  .  *•***"■■ 
\       He  put  his  name  to  that  document  under  the  same  cir-  \ 
1       cumstances  as  they  did.     He  had  not  changed  his  views   i 
\     or  convictions  in  any  way.    He  wished  his  signature  to   | 
stand  to  that  document,  which  had  now  gone  forth  to  the  [ 
'  roujg^^.MhQiift«uftd-iaediu^^        """^ — ■-   -^ 
b^alf  of  the  Arkansas  Conference 
delegation,  presented  a  report  in  relation  to .  the  mattet 
submitted  to  them.    It  was  adopted,  and  reads  as  follows; 

*'  The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  communica-  iteport  of  the 
lion  of  John  J.  Roberts,  beg  leave  respectfully  to  present  i^^e**^^ 
the  following  as  their  report :  ntion,  in  re- 

"  Whereas  Francis  Holmes,  whp  departed  this  life    ^SS'^SfPrS- 
some  years  since,  in  Hempstead  county,  Arkansas,. did  by    cia Holmes, 
his  last  will  and  testament  be(}ueath  to  the  M.  E.  Church 
a  legacy,  amounting   to   several  hundred  dollars,  and 
wbereai^  the  said  amount  is  now  held  by  George  Hill,  the 
administrator  of  the  estate  of  the  aaid  F^W^i'  Holn^is, 

F  • 


\         wui  uvuvjiiiiriuua   iu   ally 

N  sUmd  to  that  documenl 
\  Amsncan  people  throu 
WTcTP&ker,  m  b^ 
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Junfl  I.       deceased,  who  holds  honself  in  readiness  to  pay  orer  thm 

%Sniu^iifta^  same  la  any  properly-authorized  agent;  therefore  resolr- 

«ic«    daiif»-  ed,  by  the  delegates  of  the  sevenJ  Annnal  Conferences 

^'"^  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  in  General  Conference  assembled, 

''1.  That  John  B.  Sandifur,  of  Hempstead  county, 

Arkansas,  be  and  hereby  is  appointed  an  agent  for  the 

aforesaid  purpose. 

*^2.  That  the  said  legacy,  when  obtained  by  the  said 
agent,  shatf  be  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Quarterly  Meet- 
ing Conference  of  Washington  circuit,  Arkansas  Confer- 
ence^ who  shall  appreprhite  il  in  accordance  with  the 
wishes  of  the  donor. 

"3.  That  i^e  Bishop  now  presiding,  in  connection  with 
die  Secretary  of  the  General  Conference,  Inmish  the  said 
agent  a  certificate  of  the  action  of  the  General  Conference 
With  reference  to  the  foregoing  resolutions. 

^JoHN  C.  Parker,  Chairfmm, 
•*  NeuhYork,  June  I,  1844.'* 

The  ehahr  then  pronounced  the  Address  of  the  Bishops, 
presented,  read,  and  printed,  by  order  of  the  Conference, 
yesterday,  and  postponed  untii  this  morning,  t»  be  now  in 
order. 


Tto    BiAap^'~t — NTlBangs  moved  to  lay  the  Address  on  the  table.     X 
^ifawnUdoB  J£arly  mered  that  the  question  of  laying  it  on  the  table  be 
/taken  by  ayes  and  noes :  this  prerailed.     The  vote  was 
I  then  taken,  and  ninety-five  affirmative  and  eighty-four  ne- 
j  gative  votes  were  given.     So  the  Address  of  the  Bishops 
I  was  laid  on  the  table.    The  ayes  and  noes  are  as  follows : 
^  *bi«2Sp       Yeas.     New-York  Conference — ^Bangs,  Rice,  G.  Peck, 
AddnMoftSe  Stratten,  Sandford,  F.  Reed,  Ferguson,  M artindale.  Rich- 
j    ardson.     Providence — Lovejoy,  Upham,  Benton,  Town- 
send.      New-England — ^J.    Porter,    King,    Crandall,    C. 
I    Adams,  Pickering.     Maine — HiU,  E.  Robinson,  Randall, 
(    Morse,  Hobart,  Nickerson,  Webber.     Nevo-Hampshire'-^ 
,   £.  Scott,  Chamberlin,  KeUy,  Perkins,  Dow,  Spaulding, 
i  Gaboon,  Cass.     7Vv«---Seymoar,  Wever,  Coleman,  Spi- 
'  cer,  Covel,  Houghtaling,  J.  T.  Peck.     Black  River — ^A.    i 

D.  Peck,  A.  Adams,  Baker,   Ninde.     Oneida — Snyder,  \ 
Comfort,    Rounds,    Shepherd,   Row,    Bowen,    Holmes,  j 

'  Genesee — Pilmore,    Luckey,     Steele,    Abell,    Hdsmer.    ' 
Eric — Steadman,  Bain,  Clarke,  J.  Robinson,  Goodwin. 
Pituhurg^Yf,  Hunter,  H.  J.  Clark,  Spencer,  S.  Elliott, 
Boyd,  Wakefield,  Drummond.     Ohio — C.  EUiott,  Raper, 
Trimble,  Finley,  Hamline,  Connell,  Ferree.  North  Ohio^ 

E.  Thompson,  Power,  Poe,  Yocum,  Runnelb.  Michigan 
— Crane,  BillingB,  Banghmap.  Indiana — Simpson,  Wiley, 
Ames,  Miller,  Wood,  Eddy.    Rock  i^wm^Mitchell.    i7- 

,    hnoie — Akers,   Cartwright.      Bakimore — JGrriffith.     Neuh 
/erMy*^haw,  Winaer — ^95. 
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Natb.    NeuhYark  Ctm/6f«MJe— Olin,  Carpenter.    Om-       J««e  i. 
ewe— Hibbard,  Seager,  Alverson.      OAio— Sehon.     Jfcft-  l^iSJi*^ 
cMgan — O.   Smith.      Indiana — Buter,    Havens.     Roek  jtheBiaiiqpcoA 
River--yfeed,  Sinclair,  H.  W.  Reed,    /ainw— Stamper,  /  ^  •^• 
Yancleye,  N.   6.   Berryroan.     Missmtri — Redman,  W.  i 
Patton,  JI  C.  Berryman,  J.-  M.  Jameson.    Kentucky-^  I 
Bascom,  Gunn,  Kavanaugb,  Sterenaon,  Crouch,  Brush. ' 
Holstanr^SeYier,  S.  Patton,  T.  Stringfield.    Tennessee — 
R.  Paine,  M'Ferrin,  Green,  Madden.    Memphis — Harris, 
Moody,   M'Mahan,    Joyner.     Arkansas-^1,   C.    Parker, 
Ratcliffe,  A.  Hunter.     T«»<w— Fowler,  J.  Clark.    Missis- 
^ppi — Winans^  Drake,  Lane,  Rogers.    Alakama^^Wa' 
rah.  Boring,  Gairett,  Hamilton.     Geargia^-^L.  Pierce,  G, 
F.  Pierce,  Parks,  Glenn,  Evans,  Longstreet.     South  Caro' 
Una — Capers,  Wightman,  Betts,  Dunwody^  Walker.  North 
Carolina— 'J'  Jamieson,  Doub,  Blake.     Virginia — Early, 
Lee,  W.  A.  Smith,  Crowder.     Bo/^tmora-^Slicer,  Bear, 
Morgan,  Tippett,  Sargent,  Collins,  Gere,  Hildt.     PhUa^l 
<feipAkJh^Purbin,  T.  J.  Thompson,  White,  L.  Scott,  WJ 
Cooper,  L  T.  Cooper.    NeuhJersey — J.  S.  Porter,  Neali 
Sovereign — 84.  { 

J.  A.  Collins  moved  to  take  up  the  substitute  of  J.  Bi  ^j^JJ^ 
Finley,  which  had  been  laid  on  Uie  table  by  a  vote  somel  ^ 

days  ago.  J.  C.  Evans  moved  the  previous  question  on\ 
taking  up  the  substitute.  The  call  for  the  previous  ques- 1 
tion  was  sustained  by  two-thirds  voting  affirmatively ;  and  i 
the  substitute  was  taken  up  by  another  vote.  J.  T.  Peck  \ 
moved  the  previous  question  on  the  substitute,  and  the  ' 
words, ''  Shall  the  main  question  now  be  put  ?**  applied  to 
the  substitute,  according  to  the  resolution  establisldng  the  ; 
previous  question.  A  motion  that  the  vote  whether  the  ' 
main  question  now  be  taken  shall  be  by  yeas  and  nays,  I 
was  lost  by  a  vote  of  128  to  47.  The  call  for  the  pre-(  The  rniaut 
vious  question  was  sustained  by  the  requisite  majority,!^  <juMa«i.«- 
and  the  vote  on  the  substitute  being  ordered,  it  was  moved' 
to  take  this  vote  by  yeas  and  nays.  The  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered.  The  list  by  Conferences  was  called,  and 
the  vote  on  the  substitute  was  decided  by  110  yeas,  and 
68  nays.  So  Conference  adopted  the  substitute  of  J.  B. 
Finley,  which  is  in  these  words: — 

"Whereas  the  Discipline  of  our  church  forbids  the  ^^^JS?*' 
doing  anything  calculated  to  destroy  our  itinerant  general 
superintendency,  and  whereas  Bishop  Andrew  has  be- . 
come  connected  with  slavery  by  marriage  and  otherwise, 
and  this  act  having  drawn  after  it  circumstances  which, 
in  the  estimation  of  the  General  Conference,  will  greatly 
embarrass  the  exercise  of  his  office  as  an  itinerant  gene- 
ral Superintendent,  if  not  in  some  places  entirely  prevent 
It;  therefore, 

'<  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  General  Coo- 

■       ^       / 
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JoMi.  }  fefttnce  tbftt  be  desist  from  the  exereise  of  his  offiod  90 
\  long  as  this  impediment  reaisins." 
i  During  the  call  for  yeas  and  nays,  J.  C.  Clark  asked  lo 
I  be  excused  from  TOting,  as  he  was  compelled,  by  tile 
;  want  of  health  in  some  members  of  his  family,  to  remore 
from  Texas.  Conference  by  a  vote  declined  excumng 
him«  • 

It  was  reported,  when  the  names  were  called,  that  J. 
DaTis  and  I.  T.  Cooper  were  sick. 
Teu  on  adopti       Ybas.     New-Yorh  Canferenee — ^Bangs,  Olin,  Rice,  6. 
SLmS?"^^  Peck,  Stratten,  Sandford,  F.Reed,  Ferguson,  Martindale, 
'♦Richardson.      Troy-TSeymour,,  Wever,  Coyel,   Spicer, 
Coleman,  Houghtaling,  J.  T.  Peck.     Providenfie-^Lovejoj, 
Upham,  Benton,  Townsend.    New^HampsMre — £.  Scott, 
Perkins,  iCelly,  Chamberlin,  Dow,  Spanlding,   Cahoon, 
Cass.     New-England — J.    Porter,    King,   Crandall,    C. 
Adams,  Pickering.    Pittshvrg^^.  Hunter,  H.  1.  Clark, 
Spencer,  S.  Elliott,  Boyd,  Wakefield,  Dnimmond.    Maine 
~X  >      ^— Hill,  E.  Robinson,  Randall,  Morse,  Hobart,  Nickerson, 

\  Webber.     Black  River— A,  D.  Peck,  A.  Adams,  Bakfer, 

Ninde.  £n^— Steadman,  Bain,  G,  W.  Clark,  J.  Rohin- 
i  son,  Goodwin.  Oneida — Snyder,  Comfort,  Rounds,  Shep- 
herd, Row,  Bowen,  Holmes.  Michigan — Crane,  Billings, 
Baugfaman.  Roek  River — ^Weed,  H.  W.  Reed,  Mitchell. 
Genesee — Filmore,  Luckey,  Steele,  Hibbard,  Seager, 
Aboil,  Hosmer,  'Alverson.  North  Ohio-^E,  Thompaoa, 
Power,  Poe,  Yocura,  Runnells.  Illinoie — Akers,  Cart» 
Wright.  Ohio — C.  Elliott,  Raper,  Tripable,  Finley,  Ham- 
line,  Connell,  Ferree.  Indiana — Simpson,  Wiley,  Ames, 
Miller,  Rliter,  Wood,  Eddy,  Havens.  Texas— J.  Clarii. 
*j.l>a^add^  Baltimore — Collins,  Griffith,  Bear,  Morgan.*  Philadelphia 
— Durbin,  L.  Scott.  Neto-Jersey-^Winnet^  J.  S.  Porter, 
Shaw— 110. 

Nats.  New-York  Conference — Carpenteir.  Michigan 
— G.  Smith.  Rock  Efi;er---Sinclair.  Hhnais — Stamps, 
Vancleve,  N.  G.  Berr3nBan.  Kentuckf—B^Lacom^  Gunn, 
Kavanaugh,  Stevenson,  Crouch,  Brush.  Ohio — Sehon. 
Holston— Sevier,  S.  Patton,  Stringfield,  Tennessee-- 
Paine,  M'Ferrin,  Green,  Madden.  Missouri-— RedmeM, 
W.  Patton,  J.  C.  Berryman,  J.  M.  Jameson.  Menmhis-*^ 
Harris,  Moody,  M'Mahon,  Joyner.  Arkansas — Parker, 
Ratcli^e,  A.  Hunter.  TcaJflw^— Fowler.  Mississippi — Wi- 
nans,  Drake,  Lane,  Rogers.  Alabatna — Boring,  Hamilton, 
Murrah,  Garrett.  Georgia — G.  F.  Pierce,  Parks,  L. 
Pierce,  Glenn,  Evans,  Longstreet  South  Carolina — 
Capers,  Wightman,  Betts,  Dunwody,  Walker.  North 
Carolina — J*  Jameson,  Doub,  Blake.  Vvrgimor^EwAj, 
Crowder,  W.  A.  Smith,  Lee.  Baltimore — Slicer,  Gere, 
•  L  T.  GooKr  Sargent,  Tippett,  Hildt.  Philadelphia — T.  J.  Thompaon, 
■«^j™f  White,  W.  Cooper.*    JVeio-/wcy—Neal,  Sovereign-— 68. 
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^adjomni. 
Thif  motion  was  carried.  After  prayer  by  byother  Soto^ 
reign,  Conference  adjourned  until  Monday  morning,  at  half* 
past  eight  o'clock. 

MONDAY  MORNING,  JUNE  3. 

Conference  met  at  half-past  eight  o'clock,  pursuant  to 
rule,  Bishop  Hedding  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  widi 
religious  exercises  by  brother  Luckey« 

The  journal  of  Saiurday  was  read  and  approved. 

No  reports  (Vom  staniUng  fx  select  committees  were 

presentedL. • "^ 

/^^^The  following  resolutions  were  offered  by  H.  Slicer 
/  and  T.  B.  Sargent  :— 

I        "i.  Resdved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  General 
I   Conference  that  the  vote  of  Saturday  last,  in  the  case  of 
Bishop  Andrew,  be  understood  as  advisory  only,  and  not 
in  the  light  of  a  judicial  mandate. 

^'  2.  Resolved,  That  the  final  disposition  of  Bishop  An« 
drew's  case  be  postponed  until  the  General  Conference 
of  1846,  in  conformity  with  the  suggestion  of  the  Bishops 
in  their  Address  to  the  Conference  on  Friday,  3 1st  May. 

H.  Slicer, 
*'June  3, 1844.  T.  B.  Saxoent." 

/       It  was  moved  to  lay  these  resolutions  on  the  table  for  icotioii  to  lar 
/    the  present.    On  the  question  of  laying  them  on  the  table/  ^S?.  ^  **** 
':     the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for,  and  ordered. 
j.      Yeas — ^Banga,  Rice,  G,  Peck,  Ferguscm,  Martindale,JT^«jthemo- 
I    Richardson,  Upham,  Benton,  Townsend,  J.  Porter,  King,^  df  and^su^ 
j    CrandaU,  C.  Adams,  Pickermg,  Hill,  Robinson,  Randall,.  gSisVa^Sr 
'.    Morse,  Hobart,  Nickerson,  Webbeir,  E.  Scott,  Chamber^   Ue. 
\  lin,  Kelly,  Perkins,  Dow,  Gaboon,  Cass,  Covel,  Spicer, 
\  Coleman,  A.  Adams,   Baker,   Comfort,   Rounds,   Row 
Holmes,  Filmore,  Luckey,  Steele,  Seager,  Abell,  Hosmei 
verson,  Steadman,  Bain,  G.  W.  Claik,  J.  Robinson 
win,  W.  Hunter,  H.  J.  Clark,  Spencer,  S.  Elliott 
loyd,  Wakefield,  Drummond,  C.  Elliott,  Finiey,  Ham* 
ne,  Connell,  Ferree,  Power,  Crane,  Billings,  Baughman , 
/Simpson,  Wiley,  Ames,  Eddy,  Mitchell,  Akers,  Yancleve » 
^'Griffith,  Davia,  L.  Scott— 75. 

/  Nays — Carpenter,  Sandford,  Sehon,  Trimble,  G.  Smith,\  Naytonthe  mo- 
/  Havens,  H.  W.  Reed,  Stamper^  Redman,  W.  Fatten,  J.j  ^^^^^ 
I  C.  Berryman,  Gunn,  Kavanaugh,  Stevenson,  Crouch^^  gem's  resoiii- 
I  Brush,  Sevier,  S.  Patton,  Stringfield,  Paine,  M'Ferrin/  gg?""*"*^**" 
;    Green,  Madden,  Harris*  Moody,  Jc^ner,  Paricer,  Raiioiiffei 
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A.  Haoter,  Fowler,  Winans,  Drake,  Lane,  Rogers,  Miir- 
rah,  Boring,  Garrett,  Hamilton,  L.  Pierce,  G.  F.  Pierce^ 
Parks,  Glenn,  Evans,  Longstreet,  Capers,  Betts,  Dunwody» 
Walker,  J.  Jameson,  Doub,  Blake,  Early,  W.  A.  Smitb, 
Lee,  Ciowder,  SUcer,  Tippett,  Sargent,  Grere,  Hildt,  T. 
J.  lliompson,  White,  Shaw,  Neal,  Sovereign — 68. 

So  the  resolutions,  for  the  present,  are  laid  on  the 
Able. 

Dr.  Capers  offered  a  series  of  resolutions,  which  were 
ead,  and  lie  on  the  table,  under  the  rule.  They  are  as 
bllows:— ' 

''Be  it  resolved  by  the  delegates  of  all  the  Annual  Con- 
^ferences  ii^  General  Conference  assembled :  i 

/     "  That  we  recommend  to  the  Annual  Conferences  to  SU8-  ; 
/  pend  the  constitutional  restrictions  which  limit  the  powers 
.     of  the  General  Conference  so  far,  and  so  far  only,  as  to 
I  allow  of  the  following  alterations  in  the  government  of 
/  the  church,  viz. : 

1  '*That  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  these 
I  United  States  and  territories,  and  the  republic  of  Texas, 
1  dull  constitute  two  General  Conferences,  to  meet  quad- 
rennially, the  one  at  some  j^acQ  souths  and  the  other  : 
north  of  the  line  which  now  divides  between  the  states  ; 
commonly  designated  as  free  states  and  those  in  which 
slavery  exists. 

"2.  That  each  one  of  the  two  General  Conferences 
thus  constituted  shall  have  full  powers,  under  the  limita- 
tions and  restrictions  which  are  now  of  force  and  binding 
on  the  General  Conference,  to  make  rules  and  regulations 
for  the  church,  within  their  territorial  limits  respectively^ 
and  to  elect  Bishops  for  the  same. 

"3.  That  the  two  General  Conferences,  aforesaid, 
shall  have  jurisdiction  as  follows : — ^The  Southern  Gene- 
ral Conference  shall  comprehend  the  states  of  Virginia, 
Kentucky,  and  Missouri,  and  the  states  and  territories 
lying  southerly  thereto,  and  also  the  republic  of  Texas, 
to  be  known  and  designated  by  the  title  of  the  Southern 
General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
of  the  United  States.  And  the  Northern  General  Confer- 
ence to  comprehend  all  those  states  and  territories  lying 
north  of  .the  states  of  Virginia,  Kentucky,  and  Missouri, 
as  above,  to  be  known  and  designated  by  the  title  of 
the  Northern  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  in  the  United  States. 

'^  4.  And  be  it  further  resolved,  That  as  soon  as  three- 
fourths  of  all  the  members  of  all  the  Annual  Conferences 
voting  (m  these  resolutions,  and  shall  approve  the  same, 
the  said  Southern  and  Northern  General  Conferences 
shall  be  deemed  as  having  been  constituted  by  such 
approTsl ;  and  it  shall  be  competent  for  the  Southern 
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Aimnal  Oonfeteaees  t&  elect  delegates  to  said  Sicmtlietti 
General  CoAference»  to  meet  in  the  city  of  NariiyiQ^ 
Teoa.,  on  the  first  of  May,  1848  \  er  sooaor,  if  a  Bn^oii^ 
of  two-thirds  of  the  men^rs  of  the  Annual  Conferences 
composing  that  General  Conference  shall  desire  the 
same. 

*'  5«  And  be  it  further  resolved,  as  aforesaid.  That  the  , 
Book  Concerns  at  New- York  and .  Cincinnati  shall  be 
held  and  conducted  as  the  property  and  for  the  benefit  of  ^ 
all  the  Annual  Conferences  as  heretofore— ^e  Editonj 
and  Agents  to  be  electod  once  in  four  years  at  the  time  ofl 
Ihe  session  of  the  Northern  General  Conference,  and  tha 
TOtos  of  the  Southern  General  Conference  to  be  cast  bj| 
the  delegates  of  that  Conference  attending  the  N<ffthenu 
for  that  purpose.  ^  ^ 

^  6.  And  be  it  further  resolred,  That  our  church  orgar  l 
nization  for  foreign  missions  shall  be  maintained  and\ 
condncted  jointly  between  the  two  General  Conferences  \ 
as  one  church,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be-  agreed  upon  \ 
from  time  to  time  between  the  two  great  branches,  of  the  { 
'V  diurchasjagesentod  in  the^Mdjtwo  Conferejiceeg^ — 
•^— BrWrSehon  reported  thatbrother  Kenney,  ^e  second 
assistant  Secretary,  had  received  intelligence  from  home 
of  the  affliction  of  his  family,  and  asked  that  he  be  excused 
from  any  further  attendance.  '  He  was  excused,  and,  on 
motion  of  S.  D.  Ferguson,  C.  W.  Carpenter,  of  die  New- 
York  Conference,  was  appointed  Secretary  in  his  place. 
At  the  request  of  brother  Carpenter  he  was  excused  from 
serving,  and,  on  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  Valentine  Buck, 
pastor  of  the  John^treet  charge  in  this  city,  was  appointed 

Rec2iding^SecTetajgj2______..:__ ^- --  * 

\  '^'''''"Sninotion  of  N.  Bangs,  the  resolutions  offered  by  W. 
'  Capers  this  morning  were  referred  to  a  select  committee 
*  of  nine,  who  were  instructed  to  report  on  them  as  soon  as 
Wacticable^,  ^  -     •■        '  ~^— —      ^--^ 

^^rL.  Hamline  presented  an  account  for  the  travelling  Tnvtiaag  n- 
expenses  of  W.  Nast'  and  N.  Callendar,  as  delegates  to    ^^aad  ir' 
the  Conference  of  the  Albright  brethren,  amounting  to    ~  ~     ' 
$27  50.    The  Book  Agents  at  New- York  were  directed 
to  pay  the  account. 

C.  W.  Ruter  ofiTered  the  two  following  resolutions, 
which  lie  on  the  table  one  day,  according  to  rule  : — 

"  1.  Resolved,  That  the  Discipline  be  so  amended  in 
chap.  2,  sec.  7,  page  93,  that  answer  4  be  stricken  out 
entirely. 

''  2.  That  the  Disci^ne,  chap.  1,  sec.  16,  page  61,  re- 
lative to  the  instmction  of  children,  be  so  altered  that  die 
first  answer  shall  commence  thus : — *  Let  Sunday  schools 
be  formed  in  all  our  congregations,  whenever  it  is  practi* 
cable.     And  it  shall  be  t^a  special  duty  of  preachers/ 
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iiMt.  ^,  j^^  that  a  aizth  aoawvr  be  appended,  to  read  as 
foBows  :*— <  It  riiall  be  the  dutj  of  each  preaeher  in  charge 
10  inqimre  relatiTe  to  the  number  and  eondhion  of  coflMnon 
or  week-day  schools  within  dke  bovBda  of  his  char^,  and 
as  far  as  praotieable  to  lend  his  aid  in  procnrxng  compe- 
tent teachers  of  good  moral  character  in  every  society." 

The  foUowing  comnranication  from  the  Bishope  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  committee  of  fire,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  :— 

'  *ft21J"SS**S£  **  '^^  ^^  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
shops  OB  con-  Church. 

tracting  dobCs 

toboiidcinDdi-       <^  RsvERSND  BRETHREN,-^ We  ask  leavo  respectfully 
^*  to  call  your  attention  to  difficulties  which  have  arisen  and 

are  increasing  among  our  brethren  and  fnends,  in  regard 
to  indebtedness  on  the  score  of  building  churches,  and 
the  means  frequently  resorted  to  for  relief.  It  aj^pears 
that  the  rules  of  Discipline  requiring  our  members  to 
build  plain,  cheap  houses  of  worship,  and  to  guard  against 
contracting  debts  on  the  premises,  have  been  too  little  re* 
garded.  In  numerous  instances  costly  bouses  hare  been 
erected  on  credit,  or  on  a  loan  subject  to  lien  or  mortgage, 
which  cannot  be  lifted  by  those  immediately  interested ; 
and,  as  the  last  resort,  agents  have  been  sent  out  to  solicit 
aid  in  distant  parts.  The  number  of  such  agents,  acting 
under  the  appointment  of  boards  of  trustees  and  other 
local  authorities,  is  so  large,  and  the  applications  made  by 
them  for  help  are  so  frequent  among  our  brethren,  as  to 
'  annoy  them,  and  occasion  numerous  expressions  of  dis* 
satisfaction.  We  are  of  the  opinion,  that  the  subject  is 
of  sufficient  importance  to  justify  and  require  some  action 
of  the  General  Conference  in  the  premises ;  and  we  sug^ 
gest  with  deference  that  it  should  be  such  as  will  recom«> 
mend  to  all  our  church  members  and  friends  not  to  en^ 
courage  any  agents  appointed  to  travel  and  beg  church 
funds,  except  such  as  may  act  under  the  sanction  of  an 
Annual  Conference. 

/^JosHTTA  Souls, 
'*  Eluah  Heddino, 
^  James  O.  Andrew, 
«  B.  Wasoh, 
0^  Thos.  A-  Morris. 
•  NeuhYork,  May  20, 1844.'^ 

PoUicaSoB  of       6.  Peck  oflered  the  following  resolutions : — 
Sid^^lMi       ""  I'  Resolved,  That  the  Editors  in  New-York  be  in- 
structed to  prepare  for  publication  the  journals  of  the 
General  Conferenoes  of  1840  and  1644,  as  soon  as  may 
be  after  this  General  Conference  shall  adjourn. 


Jaumai  of  Omeral  Ctrnfiret^^  1844. 

"  2.  Resdred,  that  a  copy  be  forwarded  by  tbe  Agents       J''***  ^ 
10  each  Annual  Conference,  to  be  kept  on  file." 

A  motion  to  amend  this,  by  striking  out  1840,  and  In* 
sorting  1800  in  place  of  it,  was  laid  on  the  table.  I^te 
resolutions  as  above  were  adopted. 

J.  S.  Porter  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  lies 
on  the  table,  under  the  rule : — ^ , 

"Resolved,  That  the  fourth  answer  to  the   question,  '^JJ^ 
*  How  shall  an  accused  member  be  brought  to  trial?'  found 
on  page  93,  be  amended  by  adding,  'which  shall  have 
authority  to  order  a  new  trial.' 

^«J.  S.Porter, 
"  John  Clark." 
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Lort. 


On  motion  of  B.  M.  Drake  a  resolution  offered  by  him 
msme  time  ago  was  called  up.     It  is  as  follows : — 

''  Resolved,  That  the  Discipline,  page  84,  question  3, 
answer  1,  be  amended  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word 
'  assurances,'  and  substituting,  *  that  they  believe  the 
doctrines  set  forth  in  the  baptismal  Services;'  omitting 
the  question  touching  baptism,  if  the  applicant  has  been 
baptized  in  infancy." 

N.  Bangs  called  the  previous  question  on  this  resolu- 
tion. The  call  was  sustained,  and  the  resolution  put  and 
lost. 

The  reporters  were  requested  not  to  publish,  at  present, 
the  resolutions  offered  this  morning  by  W.  Capers. 

W.  Winans  moved  to  suspend  the  fifteenth  rule,  with 
a  view  to  propose  an  immediate  change  in  the  rule  under 
consideration:  lost. 

J.  Porter  moved  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  ^BlSSdarie? 
on  Boundaries.  The  report  was  taken  up,  and  acted  on  taken  up  aod 
by  section.  The  first  wm  taken  up,  and  read*  N.  Bangs 
•  moved  that  the  New-York  Conference  have  leave,  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  presiding  Bishop,  to  divide  them- 
selves during  the  ensuing  four  years,  if  they  judge  it  ne- 
cessary: this  motion  was  lost.  The  first  section  was 
adopted.  The  second  and  third  sections  were  adopted. 
A  motion  to  lay  the  fourth  section  on  the  table  was  lost. 
E.  Robinson  moved  that  the  Maine  Conference  have  per^ 
mission,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  presiding  Bishop,  to 
divide  within  the  ensuing  four  years :  this  motion  was 
lost,  and  the  fourth  section  was  adopted.  The  fifth,  sixths 
seventh,  eighth,  mnth^  tenth,  and  eleventh  sections  were 
adopted.  A  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  Middlebnm 
circuit  from  the  twe^th  section,  which  prevailed  ;  and  the 
section  thus  amended  was  adopted.'  The  thirteenth,  four- 
teenth, B.nd  fifteenth  sections  were  adopted.  A  motion  was 
made  to  amend  the  sixteenth  section,  so  that  afler  the 
vneds^  **  westani  chaxjg«,  Indiaiiapolis,"  it  shall  real,  ^*  and 
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an  tlie  towns  east,  into  ihe  Indiana  ConfofODco.  The 
eastern  charge  in  Indianapolis,  and  all  the  towns  west,  on 
the  National  Road,  into  North  Indiana  Conference,  except 
Terre  Haute."  This  motion  was  lost,  and  the  section,  as 
reported,  was  adopted.  The  seoenteenih^  eighteenth,  ntne- 
ieenthj  twentieth,  twenty-first,  twenty-seeand,  and  twenty-third 
sections  were  adopted.  E.  F.  Serier  moyed  to  amend  the 
twenty-fourth  section  by  making  certain  alterations  in  the 
line  between  the  Holston  and  South  Carolina  Conferences, 
which  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  section,  as  amended,  was 
laid  on  the  table,  to  give  those  Conferences  an  oppcnr* 
tanitT  to  describe  the  lines. 
The  chair  announced  the  committees  ordered  this  mom- 


On  Resolutions  of 
iWinans,  T.  Crowder,  J 
I L.  L.  Hamline.  J.  Davis, 


W.   Capbrs.— W.  Capers,  W.  . 
Porter,  G.  Filmore,  P.  Akers,  » 
_  P.  P.  Sandford.     ^ — -    i 
^^it-Church  Agencies.— Al^^Wbffitlr,  JT'STFinley,  S. 
Pickering,  T.  J.  Thompson,  C.  W.  Carpenter. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  when  we  adjourn,  we  nd* 
joum  to  meet  at  half*past  three  o'clock. 

I.  T.  Cooper,  who  was  absent  when  the  rote  on  J.  B. 

Finley's  resolution  was  taken,  asked  leave  to  record  his 

name;  which  being  granted,  he  voted  in  the  negative. 

W.  Capers,  at  his  request,  was  released  from  serving 

mi  the  committee  on  preparing  a  Pastoral  Address. 

Conference  adjourned  with  prayer  by  brother  Hosmer. 


Report  4NiIita0- 


Roport     ftooi 


MONDAY  AFTERNOON,  JUNE  3. 

Conference  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  half-past 
tluree  o'clock.  Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair,  and  was 
q)ened  in  the  customary  way  by  brother  Stratten. 

The  journal  of  the  morning  was  read  and  approved. 

The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  presented  a  report,  which 
was  read.  A  motion  was  made  to  adopt  it.  A  motion 
was  made  to  recommit  the  report,  but  was  lost.  The 
(juestion  recurred  on  the  motion  to  adopt.  T.  Sovereign 
moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table :  this  was  lost.  J.  S.  Porter 
moved  to  amend  the  report  by  striking  out  the  last  sen- 
tence, and  inserting  after  the  word  "  authority,"  ''  for  with- 
holding the  forty*eight  dollars  from  brother  Armstrong." 
The  amendment  was  admitted  by  the  committee.  P.  P. 
Sandford  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  striking  out 
the  word  "  no."  On  motion  of  brother  Winans,  the  report 
was  recommitted  to  conform  it  to  the  amendment. 

C.  B.  Tippett,  in  behalf  of  the  delegation  from  the  Bal- 
timore Conference,  presented  a  report,  which  was  unani* 
mously  adopted,  viz. : — 

"  The  delegates  of  the  Baltimore  Conference  have  duly 
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oonsideted  tlie  subject  of  hrotker  Sargent's  expenses,  re«       '■****   . 
ferred  to  them  upon  the  suggestion  of  Bishop  Soule,  koA  ^ 

unanimously  report,  That  during  his  visit  to  Europe  in 
1842  he  received  nothing  for  quarterage  or  family  ex* 
penses,  and  therefore  recommend  that  the  Book  Agents  in 
New-York  be  directed  to  pay  to  die  order  of  brother  Sar* 
gent  the  sum  of  six  bundled  dollars. 

^'  In  behalf  of  the  delegation, 

«C.  B.  Tippnrr. 
"  June  2,  1844.'' 

A.  Wiley,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Social  >ocM«d  Po> 
and  Domestic  Library,  presented  a  report,  which  was  "~-^**'~~ 
read,  and,  on  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 

A.  Griffith,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Church 
Agencies,  presented  a  report,  which  was  read.  On  motion 
of  H.  Slicer,  the  fifteenth  rule  was  suspended  to  admit  of 
immediate  action  on  this  proposed  addition  to  a  regulation 
in  the  Discipline.  The  report  was  then  adapted,  and 
reads  thus : — 

"  After  answer  2,  section  2,  page  159  of  the  Discipline, 
add,  *  Tn  all  cases  where  debts  for  building  houses  of  wor- 
ship have  been,  or  may  be,  incurred  contrary  to,  or  in  dis* 
regard  of,  the  above  recommendation,  our  members  and 
friends  are  requested  to  discountenance,  by  declining  pe- 
cuniary aid  to  all  agents  who  shall  travel  abroad  beyond 
their  own  circuits  or  districts  for  the  collection  of  rands 
for  die  discharge  of  such  debts  ;  except  in  such  peculi^ 
cases  as  may  be  approved  by  an  Annual  Conference,  or 
such  agents  as  may  be  appointed  by  their  authority.' 
^All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

'*A.  Griffith,  Chairman. 

*«  June  3, 1844." 

The  report  of  the  Committee  dn  Boundaries,  the  sub- 
ject under  discussion  this  morning  at  the  adjournment,  was 
resumed.  On  motion  of  T.  Stringfield,  ithe  action  of  this 
morning  on  the  twenty-fourth  section  was  reconsidered. 
E.  F.  Sevier  withdrew  his  amendment  The  twenty- 
fourth  section  was  adopted ;  as  also  were  the  twenty-fifih^ 
twefUy-sixfhy  and  twenty-seventh  sections.  The  twenty* 
eighth  was  read,  and  B.  M.  Drake  moved  to  amend  by 
striking  out  Eastern  Texas,  and  making  the  Texas  Con** 
ference  include  the  republic  of  Texas*  The  amendment 
was  lost.  The  twenty-eighth  section  was  adopted,  as 
were  also  the  following  sections  up  to  the  fortieth^  inclu- 
sive. When  the  forty-first  section  was  read,  J.  Stamper 
moved  to  amend  the  report  by  striking  out  the  section. 
This  motion  prevailed.  The  preamble  and  whole  report 
were  then  adopted,  viz*  *^ 


daiynepoftr^ 
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J«B««>  «  The  (TommiUee  on  Boopdaries,  having  jpatkntly  co»« 

^S%ao^SoM  ftidered  the  various  matt^is  refened  to  them,  beg  leave  to 
present  the  following  report : 

"  They  recommend  the  division  of  six  Conferences — 
New-Hampshire,  Indiana,  Rock  River,  Illinois,  Texas, 
and  Georgia;  the^ibrmation.of  five  new  Conferences — 
Vermont,  North  Indiana/  Iowa,  Western  Texas,  and 
Florida ;  and  various  alterations  of  lines ;  all  of  which 
divisions  and  altaratiqns  are  indieated  in  the  following 
details : 

"  1.  New-York  Conference  shall  include  all  that  ter- 
ritory now  embraced  in  the  New-York,  Long  Island,  New- 
Haven,  Poughkeepsie,  Hartford,  Rhinebeck,  Delaware, 
and  Newburg  Districts. 

"2.  Pbovii>bnce  Conference  shall  include  that  part 
of  the  state  of  Connecticut  lying  east  of  the  Connecticut 
River,  all  the  state  of  Rhode  Island,  and  that  part  of  the 
state  of  Massachusetts  lyinff  south-east  of  a  line  drawn 
from  the  north-east  comer  of  the  state  of  Rhode  Island  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Neponset  River,  which  line  shall  so  run 
as  to  leave  the  Walpole  station  within  the  bounds  of  the 
New-England  Conference. 

"  3.  New-England  Conference  shall  include  all  the 
state  of  Massachusetts  lying  east  of  the  Green  Mountains 
not  embraced  in  the  New- York,  New-Hampshire,  and 
Providence  Conferences* 

"  4.  Maine  Conference  shall  include  all  the  state  of 
li^aine,  and  that  pajrt  pf  the  state  of  New-Hampshire  lying 
east  of  the  White  Hills,  and  north  of  the  waters  of  the 
Ossipee  Lake. 

"5.  New-Hampshire  Conference  shall  include  all 
the  state  of  New^ampshire  not  embraced  in  the  Maine 
Conference,  and  that  part  of  the  state  of  Massachqsetts 
north-east  of  the  Merrimack  River. 

*'  §.  Yermont  Conference  shall  include  the  state  of 
Vermont,  except  that  part  lying  west  of  the  top  of  the 
Green  Mountains,  embraced  in  the  Troy  Conference. 

"  7.  Troy  Conference  shall  include  Troy,  Albany,  (in- 
cluding Sharon  and  Cobleskill  circuits,  formerly  embraced 
in  the  Oneida  Conference,)  Saratoga,  Poultney,  Burlington, 
and  Plattsburg  Districts. 

''8.  Black  River  Conference  shall  include,  together 
with  Rose  circuit,  that  part  of  the  state  of  New- York  west 
of  the  Troy  Conference  not  embraced  in  the  Genesee 
Conference,  as  far  south  as  the  Erie  Canal,  and  all  the 
societien  on  the  immediate  banks  of  said  canal,  except 
Vtioa  and  Canistota,  Montezuma  and  Port  B3rron. 

"  9.  Oneida  Conference  shall  include  that  part  of  the 
state  of  New- York  east  of  Cayuga  Lake  not  embraced  in 
the  New-York,  Troy,  and  Black  River  Confierences,  and 
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the  Smquekannali  and  Wyoming  Districts,  in  the  state  of       ^?*^' 
Pennsylvania.  '  iUttuai  Oai^ 

"10.  Gekssbe  Conferencb  shall  include  that  part  <« 
of  the  state  of  New-Yoric  lying  west  of  a  line  mnning 
south  from  Lake  Ontario,  by  way  (^  Cayuga  LiUce,  to 
Pennsylvania,  not  embraced  in  the  Erie  Conference,  aad 
so  much  of  the  north  part  of  the  state  i>i  PennsylTaiiia  as 
is  included  in  Seneca  Lake,  Dansville,  and  Oatairaugus 
Districts. 

"  li.  Erie  Confb&kncb  sballbe  bounded  on  the  noidi 
by  Lal^e  Erie,  on  the  east  by  a  line  commencing  at  the 
mouth  of  Cataraugus  Creek,  thence  to  the  Alleghany  River 
at  the  mouth  of  Tunanquant  Creek,  thence  up  said  creek 
eastward  to  the  ridge  dividing  between  the  waters  of  Cfe- 
rion  and  Sinnamaluining  Creeks,  thence  east  to  the  head 
of  Mahoning  Creek,  thence  down  said  creek  to  the  Alle- 
ghany River,  thence  across  said  river  in  a  north-westeihr' 
direction  to  the  Western  Reserve  line,  including  ihe  norm 
part  of  Butler  and  Newcastle  circuits,  thence  west  to  tKe 
Ohio  Canal,  thence  along  said  canal  te  Lake  Eiie^  iticlod- 
ing  Akron^  and  Cleveland  city. 

"  12.  PiTTSBURo  Conference  shall  be  bounded  on  Hie 
north  by  the  Erie  Conference,  on  the  east  by  the  Alle- 
ghany Mountains,  on  the  south  by  a  line  stretching  fbom 
Uie  head  of  Tygert's  Valley  to  the  Ohio  River,  so  as  tt> , 
embrace  Kanawha  circuit,  thence  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Muskingum  River,  and  up  said  river,  exclusive  4)f  the 
towns  of  Marietta  and  Zaneisville,  to  the  Tusoarawils 
River,  and  thence  up  said  river  to  the  line  of  the  Ette 
Conference.  ' 

**  13.  Ohio  Conferbncb  shall  commence  at  the  maudi 
of  the  Great  Miami  River,  nmning  north  with  the  atatis 
line  to  the  line  of  Dark  county^  exdading  £liB^>ethtoiwa, 
thence  eastwardly  along  the  line  ^  the  North  Qhto  Con- 
ference, so  as  to  exclude  the  circuits  of  Greenville,. 8M- 
ney,  Belfontaine,  Richwood,  Marion,  Delawate;  and  Ros- 
coe,  to  the  Muskingum  River,  thence  down  said  dv«r  SO 
as  to  include  the  towns  of  Zanesville  anid  Mastelta,  and 
Kanawha  District,  in  Virginia,  thence  down  the  Ohio 
River  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

"  14.  North  Ohio  Conference  shall  embraee  M  that 
part  of  the  state  of  Ohio  not  included  in  the  Ohio,  Pitti- 
burg«  and  Erie  Conferences. 

"  1&  Michigan  Confbrbncs  shall  include  the  sMe 
of  Michigan,  and  the  Ojibway  mtssiom  on  the  watatfs  of 
Lake  Siiperior,  formerly  embniced  in  this  Reck  Riwr 
Conference.  •  r    .  > 

^16.  Indiana  Conference  shall  include  that  past  of 
the  state  of  Indiana  south  of  the  National  road,  with  EK> 
zabethtown  in  Ohio  and  the  western  chasge  in  Indistea- 
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poUfl,  with  kil  the  towns  that  are  immediatety  on  the  road 
to  the  state  line,  except  Terre  Haute. 

^  17.  North  Indiana  Conference  shall  include  that 
part  of  the  state  of  Indiana  north  of  the  National  road,  the 
eastern  charge  in  Indianapolis,  with  all  the  towns  that  are 
immediately  on  the  road,  to  the  eastern  line  of  the  state, 
together  with  Terre  Haute  in  the  west. 

'*  18.  Rock  River  Conference  shall  include  that  part 
of  the  state  of  Illinois  not  embraced  in  the  Illinois  Con- 
ference, and  the  Wisconsin  Territory. 

<'  19.  Iowa  Conference  shall  include  all  the  Iowa 
Territory. 

^  20.  Illinois  Conference  shall  include  that  part  pf 
the  state  of  Illinois  south  of  the  following  line,  namely : 
beginning  at  Warsaw  on  the  Mississippi  River,  and  run- 
ning thence  to  Augusta,  thence  to  Doddsville,  thence  to 
Ae  mouth  of  Spoon  River,  thence  to  Bloomington,  thence 
to  Danville,  thence  to  the  Indiana  state  line,  embracing 
Warsaw  town,  Havannah  mission,  Bloomington  station, 
and  Danville  circuit. 

*'  21.  Missouri  Conference  shall  include  the  state  of 
Missouri. 

"22.  Indian  Mission  Conference  shall  be  bounded  as 
follows,  namely :  on  the  north  by  the  Missouri  River,  east 
i>y  the  states  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  south  by  Red 
River,  and  west  by  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

"  23.  Kentucky  Conference  shall  include  the  state  of  • 
Kentucky,  except  so  much  of  the  said  state  as  lies  west 
of  the  Tennessee  River. 

"24.  HoLSTON  Conference  shall  include  East  Ten- 
nessee, that  part  of  the  state  of  North  Carolina  now  em- 
braced in  the  Ashville  and  Wytheville  Districts,  and  so 
much  of  the  state  of  Virginia  as  is  now  embraced  in  the 
Wytheville  District,  and  the  districts  lying  west  of  New- 
River, 

"25.  Tennessee  Conference  shall  include  Middle 
Tennessee,  and  that  part  of  North  Alabama  watered  by 
those  streams  flowing  into  the  Tennessee  River. 

"26.  Memphis  Conference  shall  be  bounded  on  the 
east  by  the  Tombigbee  River,  Alabama  state  line,  and  Ten- 
nessee River,  on  the  north  by  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi 
Rivers,  west  by  the  Mississippi  River,  and  south  by  a 
line  running  due  east  from  the  Mississippi  River  to  the 
wmth-west  comer  of  TaUahatchie  county,  thence  due  east 
to  the  south-eastern  comer  of  Yallabusha  county,  thence 
m  a  straight  line  to  the  north-western  comer  of  Octibaha 
county,  thence  due  east  to  the  Tombigbee  River. 

"27.  Arkansas  Conference  shaU  include  the  state 
«f  Arkansas. 

"28.*  Eastern  Texas  Conference  shall  embrace  all 
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lliat  part  of  the  republic  of  Texas  east  of  a  Ime  begirniins       ^^"^  *• 
at  the  east  pass  of  the  Bay  of  Galveston,  thence  through  ^aSuS**Co^ 
said  bay  to  the  mouth  of  Trinity  Riyer,  thence  up  said 
river  to  the  source  of  the  middle  fork  of  the  same. 

*'  29.  Western  Texas  Confsrenoe  shall  embrace  all 
that  part  of  the  republic  of  Texas  lying  west  of  the  Tri- 
nity River,  including  Gralveston  Island. 

'*30.  Mississippi  Conference  shall  include  all  that 
part  of  the  state  of  Mississippi  not  embraced  in  the  Ala- 
bama and  Memphis  Conferences,  and  all  the  state  of 
Louisiana. 

'<  31.  Alabama  Conference  shall  include  all  that  part 
of  the  state  of  Alabama  not  included  in  the  Tennessee 
Conference,  West  Florida,  and  the  counties  of  Jackson, 
Greene,  Wayne,  Clark,  Lauderdale,  Kemper,  Noxubee, 
Lowndes,  and  that  part  of  Monroe  east  of  the  Tombigbee 
River,  in  the  state  of  Mississippi. 

"  32.  Georgia  Conference  shall  include  all  the  state 
of  Georgia,  except  that  part  which  lies  south  of  a  line 
commencing  at  Fort  Gaines  on  the  Chattahoochee  River, 
running  thence  in  a  direct  line  to  Albany,  on  Flint  River, 
thence  along  the  line  of  the  Ocmulgee  and  Flint  River 
Railroad  to  the  Ocmulgee  River,  thence  down  said  river 
to  the  Altaipaha,  thence  down  the  Altamaha  to  the  Atlan- 
tic Ocean,  and  also  that  part  of  North  Carolina  embraced 
in  Murphy  circuit,  Lafayette  District. 

"  33.  Florida  Conference  shall  include  all  that  part 
of  the  state  of  Georgia  not  included  in  the  Georgia  Con- 
ference, and  East  and  Middle  Florida. 

"  34.  South  Carolina  Conference  shall  include  the 
state  of  Sovfth  Carolina,  and  so  much  of  North  Carolina 
as  is  included  in  the  Lincolnton  and  Wilmington  Districts. 

*'  35.  North  Carolina  Conference  shall  be  bounded 
on  the  east  by  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  on  the  north  by  Albe- 
marle Sound,  Roanoke  and  Staunton  Rivers,  on  the  west 
by  the  top  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  including  the  counties  of 
Wilkes  and  Iredell,  on  the  south  by  the  south  lines  of 
Iredell,  Rowan,  Davidson,  Randolph*  and  Chatham,  thenbe 
by  Cape  Fear  River,  except  those  appointments  now  in- 
cluded in  the  Wilmington  and  Lincolnton  Districts. 

"  36.  Virginia  Conference  shall  be  bounded  on  the 
east  by  the  Chesapeake  Bay  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  <m 
the  south  by  Albemarle  Sound,  Roanoke  and  Staunton 
Rivers,  on  the  west  by  the  Blue  Ridge,  on  the  north  by 
the  Rappahannock  River,  except  Fredericksburg  and  Port 
Royal. 

"37.  Baltimore  Conference  shall  include  the  re- 
maining part  of  Virginia  not  embraced  in  the  Virginia, 
Holston,  Ohio,  Pittsburg,  and  Philadelphia  Conferences, 
the  Western  Shore  of  Marylai^,  except  a  small  portioa 
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included  in  the  Pittsburg  Oonference,  nod  tbat  part  of 
Pennsylvania  lying  east  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains  amd 
west  of  Susquehannah  River,  including  Northumberland 
District. 

"38.  Philadelphia  Conterencc  shall  include  the 
Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  the  state  of  De- 
la  ware,  and  all  that  part  of  Pennsylvania  lying  between  the 
Susquehannah  and  Delaware  Rivers,  except  so  much  as 
is  included  in  the  Baltimore,  Oneida,  and  New^Jeraey 
Conferences. 

'*  39.  New-Jerset  Conference  shall  include  the 
whole  state  of  New-Jersey,  Staten  Island,  and  so  much 
of  the  states  of  New- York  and  Pennsylvania  as  is  now 
included  in  the  Paterson  District. 

"40.  There  shall  be  an  Annoal  Conference  on  the 
western  coast  of  Africa,  to  be  denominated  The  Linsau 
Mission  Annual  Conference,  possessing  all  the  rights, 
powers,  and  privileges  of  other  Annual  Conferences,  ex- 
c^t  ihat  of  sending  delegates  to  the  General  Conference, 
and  of  drawing  its  annual  dividend  from  the  avails  of  the 
Book  Concern  and  the  Chartered  Fund. 

"  P.  RicB^  Chairman:' 


S.  Luckey  offered  a  preamUe  and  resolulion,  which^  on 
!inotion,  were  laid  on  the  table. 

B.  T.  Crouch  offered  a  resolution  touching  the  final 
ftdfoumment  of  this  Conference  on  Saturday  next.  H. 
SUcer  noK^ved  to  amend  it  by  inserting  Friday  night,  at 
twelve  o'clock.  The  resolution  and  amendment  were  laid 
on  thie  table. 

On  motion  of  W.  Winaas,  Conference  adjourned,  and 
was  dismissed  with  the  benediction  by  the  chair. 


J.  DavlB  votes 
,oiiFbii67*88iib- 
•titate. 


Baportof  Cam. 
on  the  E^wnr 
Mtof  tbe  D»- 
togntM. 


TUESDAY  MORNING,  JUNE  4. 

.  Conference  met  at  the  usual  how.  Bishop  Morris  in  the 
dbair,  and  was  opened  with  religious  exercises  by  brother 
J.  S.  Porteir. 

...  The  joumsl  of  yest^dary  afternoon  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

Jfc  DSivts  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  reoord  his  vote 
among  the  yeas  andi  nays  on  J.  B.  Finley's  substitute. 
His  name  was  entered  among  the  yeas.  (See  list  of  yeas 
atd  nays  on  p.  '84.) 

y\>C.B,  Tippett,  chairman  oi  the  Committee  on  the  Ex- 
penses of  the  Delegates,  presented  the  following  report, 
which,  was  read,  adc^ted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed : — 
,  <*  The  Committee  on  the  Expenses  of  the  Delegates 
teport,  that  they  have  received  from  the  respective  deU- 
igawHis  (exeept  Alabama)  an. account  of  receipts  and  ex- 
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penditures,  and  herewith  present  it,  for  the  iafonnadon  of       ^^^  ^* 
the  General  Conference,  in  the  following  condensed  form,  ^J^Si^BSml 

viz  • —  MS  of  th«  Se- 

Deleg(Uion$> 
New- York 
Troy 

Proddence 
N.  Hampshire 
New-£ngland 
Pittsbitfg 
Maine 
Bla^k  River 
£rie 
Oneida 
Michigan 
Rock  River 
Genesee 
North  (Mo 
Illinois 
Kentucky 
Ohio 
Missouri 
Holaton 
Tennessee 
Indiana 
N.  Gaiolina 
Memphis 
Arkansas 
Yii^ginia 
Mississippi 
Texas 
Georgia 
S,  Carolina 
Baltimore 
Philaddphia 
N.  Jersey 


Expenses*  CoUecHone.  Deficienciee,    Surphu^ 

i  4d  25  487  94          442  69 

69  05  195  07          126  00 

67  54  80  54           13  00 

209  98  169  58    40  40 

59  92  151  93           92  01 

399  00  288  98   il€  03 
153  94  112  21    41  53 

92  50  122  05           29  55 

276  00  165  85   110  15 

125  90  261  90          136  00 

204  22  122  64    81  56 

389  84  219  31   170  53 

210  99  214  88            3  89 
.  358  90  306  97    51  93 

590  30  371  26   219  04 

480  00  422  25    57  75 

63a  00  564  49    65  51 

365  75  272  02    93  93 

359  00  250  89   108  11 

407  76  407  76 

533  69  489  85    43  84 

188  95  115  74   .  73  21 

396  78  375  40    21  38 

312  48  227  98    84  50 

237  00  281  00    v   ^     44  00 

400  00  400  00 

267  62  23  15   244  47 

703  00  862 .00          159  00 

^  421  64  421  64 

296  50  378  52           82  €2 

113  75  481  34          367  59 

45  50  299  17          253  67 


$9412  75  9544  31 
Br.  Kenny's^    55  00 
expenses  ^ 


•9467  75 
Amount  of  colk^ons 


$9644  31 


Paid,  brother  Pattonby  order             $  50  00 
Georgia  delegation  retained  by  per- 
mission of  Conference  109  00 159  QO 


^9385  31 


^  Jhmnai  cf  Qeneral  Confirenee,  1844. 

jQMa.       iaduded  in  the  Pittsburg  Conference^  and  that  part  of 
^^*Co?    Pennsylvania  lying  east  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains  and 
narences.         west  of  Susquebannah  River,  including  Norihumberlaiid 
District. 

"38.  Philadelphia  Conference  shall  includQ  the 
Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  the  state  of  De- 
laware, and  all  thart  part  of  Pennsylvania  lying  between  the 
Susquebannah  and  Delaware  Rivers,  except  so  much  as 
is  included  in  the  Baltjimore,  Oneida,  and  New«Jersey 
Conferences. 

'^39.  New- Jersey  Conference  shall  include  the 
whole  state  of  New*Jersey,  Stated  Island,  and  so  much 
of  the  states  of  New- York  and  Pennsylvania  as  is  now 
included  in  the  Paterson  District. 

"40.  There  shall  be  an  Annttal  Conference  on  the 
western  coast  of  Africa,  to  be  denominated  The  Libseu 
Mission  Annual  Conference,  possessing  all  the  rights, 
powers,  and  privileges  of  other  Annual  Conferences,  ex- 
cept ihat  of  sending  delegiUds  to  the  General  Conference, 
and  of  drawing  its  annual  dividend  from  the  avails  of  the 
Book  Concern  and  the  Chartered  Fund. 

"  P.  Ricis,  Chaimum:* 

S.  Luckey  offered  a  pie^unUe  and  resolution,  which,  <m 
snokion,  were  laid  on  the  table. 

B.  T.  Crouch  offered  a  resolution  touching  die  final 
adfoiu'iunent  of  this  Conference  on  Saturday  next  H. 
SUcer  moved  to  amend  it  by  inserting  Friday  night,  at 
twelve  o'clock.  The  resolution  and  amendment  were  laid 
«ti  this  table. 

On  motion  of  W.  Winans,  Conference  adjourned,  and 
Bras  dismissed  with  the  benediction  by  the  chair. 

1UWI4.  TUESDAY  MORNING,  JUNE  4. 

«  Conference  met  at  the  usual  how.  Bishop  Morris  in  the 
ehair,  and  was  opened  with  religions  eii^rcises  by  brother 
J.  S.  Porter. 
,  . ,  .  The  journal  <^  yesterday  afternoon  was  read  and  ap- 

proved. 
J.  Dsvis  votes       J^  D^vis  asked  and  ohtainfod  leave  to  record  his  vote 
StSSf^**^  ^among  die  yeae  and  nays  on  J.  B.  Finley's  substitute. 
His  name  was  entered  among  the  yeas.  (See  list  of  yeas 
and  nays  on  p.  84.) 
Beportof  Com.  ^!.,C.  B.  Tippott,  chairman  ai  the  Committee  on  the  Ex- 
Mt^tito^  penses  of  the  Delegates,  presented  the  following  repoit, 
i«s«tea.  -vshieh  was  read,  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed : — 

.    '*  The  Committee  on  the  Expenses  of  the  Delegates 
«  report,  that  they  have  received  from  the  respective  dele- 

igaikms  (texeept  Alabama)  an. account  of  receipts  and  ex- 


Jowmd  of  General  Canfaret^ee^  1844. 
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penditures,  and  herewith  present  it>  for  the  isfomiatioQ  of       J»a»4. 
the  General  Conference,  in  the  following  condensed  form,  ^SrtL%^^ 


Delegaiion$^ 

Expentea. 

CoUecHont. 

Dejieiemciea, 

Surphu. 

New-York 

i  4d  35 

487  94 

442  69 

Troy 

69  05 

195  07 

126  00 

Providence 

67  54 

80  54 

13  00 

N.  Hampshire 

209  98 

169  58 

40  40 

New-^£ngiand 

59  92 

151  93 

92  01 

Pittsburg 

399  00 

288  98 

no  03 

Maine 

153  94 

112  21 

41  53 

Black  River 

92  50 

122  05 

29  55 

Erie 

276  00 

165  85 

110  15 

Oneida 

125  90 

261  90 

136  00 

Michigan 

204  22 

122  64 

81  56 

Rock  River 

389  84 

219  31 

170  53 

Genesee 

210  99 

214  88 

3  89 

North  Ohio 

.   358  90 

306  97 

51  93 

Illinois 

590  30 

371  26 

219  04 

Kentucky 

480  00 

422  25 

57  75 

Ohio 

630  00 

564  49 

65  51 

Missouri 

365  75 

272  02 

93  93 

Holston 

359  00 

250  89 

108  11 

• 

Tennessee 

407  76 

407  76 

Indiana 

533  69 

489  85 

43  84 

N.Gai«riina 

188  95 

115  74 

73  21 

Memphis 

396  78 

375  40 

21  38 

Arkansas 

312  48 

227  98 

84  50 

Yirguiia 

237  00 

281  00 

^ 

44  00 

Mississippi 

400  00 

400  00 

Texas 

267  62 

23  15 

244  47 

Georgia 

703  00 

862  .00 

159  00 

S.  Carolina 

421  64 

421  64 

Baltimore 

296  50 

378  52 

82  00 

Philaddphia 

113  75 

481  34 

367  59 

N.  Jersey 

45  50 

299  17 

253  67 

$9412  75 
Br.  Kenny's^        55  00 
expenses    ) 


9544  31 


$9467  75 
Amonnt  of  collections 

Paid  brother  Fatton  by  order  $  50  00 

Georgia  delegation  retained  by  per- 
mission of  Conference  109  00- 


$9644  31 


— 159  00 
f 9385  31 


fS  Journal  cf  Oeneral  Confirence,  1844. 

'"B^^       iadoded  in  the  Pittsburg  Conference,  and  tbat  part  of 
^!C^lS^*c<mf    Pennsylvania  lying  east  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains  aad 
finences.         west  of  Susquehannah  River,  including  Northumberland 
District. 

"38.  Philadelphia  Cokference  shall  includq-the 
Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  the  state  of  De- 
laware, and  all  thai  part  of  Pennsylvania  lying  between  the 
Susquehannah  and  Delaware  Rivers,  except  so  much  as 
is  included  in  the  Baltimore,  Oneida,  and  New*Jersey 
Conferences. 

'^39.  New-Jersey  Conference  shall  include  the 
whole  state  of  New-Jersey»  Statea  Island,  and  so  much 
of  the  states  of  New- York  and  Pennsylvania  as  is  now 
included  in  the  Paterson  District. 

'V40.  There  shall  be  an  Annual  Conference  on  the 
western  coast  of  Africa,  to  be  denominated  The  Li9E&ka 
Mission  Annual  Conference,  possessing  all  the  rights, 
powers,  and  privileges  of  other  Annual  Conferences,  ex- 
cept ihat  of  sending  delegates  to  the  General  Conference, 
and  of  drawing  its  annual  dividend  from  the  avails  of  the 
Book  Concern  and  the  Chartered  Fund. 

"  P.  RicB,  ChairmanJ' 

S.  Luckey  offered  a  preamble  and  resoludon,  which,  <m 
snotion,  were  laid  on  the  table. 

B.  T.  Crouch  offered  a  xesolation  touching  ihe  final 
edjoomment  of  this  Conference  on  Saturday  next  H. 
SUcer  moved  to  amend  it  by  inserting  Friday  night,  at 
twelve  o'clock.  The  resolution  and  amendment  were  laid 
«li  the  table. 

On  motion  of  W.  Winans,  Conference  adjourned,  and 
was  dismissed  with  the  benediction  by  the  chair. 

ta.4.  TUESDAY  MORNING,  JUNE  4. 

'  Conference  met  at  the  usual  ho«r.  Bishop  Morris  in  ihe 
fthair,  and  was  opened  with  religious  exercises  by  brother 
J.  S.  Porter. 
,  ,  The  joumsl  of  yesterday  afternoon  was  read  and  ap- 

proved. 
J.  Dwin  Totes       J,  Duvis  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  record  his  vote 
StStef^"^  among  die  yeaa  and  nays  on  J.  B.  Finley's  substitute. 
His  Bsne  was  entered  among  the  yeas.  (See  list  of  yeas 
Bfid  nays  on  p.  84.) 
Beportof  Com.   ^>C.  B.  Tippctt,  chairman  of  the  Committee  en  the  Ex- 
St  «?^B^  penses  of  the  Delegates,  presented  the  following  r^xyit, 
i«f«^*  'Which,  was  read,  adapted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed : — 

,  ''The  Committee  on  the  Expenses  of  the  Delegates 
yepoi^  that  they  have  received  from  the  respective  d«le- 
igaskms  (ezeept  Ahd»ma)  an, account  of  receiptB  and  ex- 
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June  4. 


penditures,  and  herewith  present  it,  for  the  information  of 

the  General  Conference,  in  the  following  condensed  form,  ^iJf^SSi^BSSl 

•es  of  th«  Se» 


VIZ 


DelegaHom. 

Expenstt* 

CoUecHcnt, 

DefieiencUi. 

Surphu. 

New-York 

i  45  35 

487  94 

442  69 

Troy 

69  05 

195  07 

126  00 

ProvideBGO 

67  54 

80  54 

13  00 

N.  Hampshire 

209  98 

169  58 

40  40 

New-^England 

59  92 

151  93 

92  01 

Pittebitfg 

399  00 

288  98 

110  03 

Maine 

153  94 

112  21 

41  53 

Blaek  River 

92  50 

122  05 

29  55 

Erie 

276  00 

165  85 

110  15 

Oneida 

125  90 

261  90 

136  00 

Michigan 

204  22 

122  64 

81  56 

Rock  River 

389  84 

219  31 

170  53 

Genesee 

210  99 

214  88 

3  89 

North  Ohio 

.   358  90 

306  97 

51  93 

Illinois 

690  30 

371  26 

219  04 

Kentacky  ' 

480  00 

422  25 

57  75 

Ohio 

630  00 

564  49 

65  51 

Missouri 

365  75 

272  02 

93  93 

Holston 

359  00 

250  89 

108  11 

Tennessee 

407  76 

407  76 

Indiana 

533  69 

489  85 

43  84 

N.  Car<4ina 

188  95 

115  74 

73  21 

Memphis 

396  78 

375  40 

21  38 

Arkansas 

312  48 

227  98 

84  50 

Virginia 

237  00 

281  00 

s 

44  00 

Mississippi 

400  00 

400  00 

Texas 

267  62 

23  15 

244  47 

Georgia 

703  00 

862  .00 

150  00 

S,  Carolina     - 

421  64 

421  64 

Baltimore 

296  50 

378  52 

82  02 

Philaddphia 

113  75 

481  34 

367  59 

N.  Jersey 

45  50 

299  17 

253  ^ 

$9412  75    9544  31 
Br.  Kenny's^        55  00 
expenses    ^ 


•9467  75 
Amount  of  colleetions 


$0644  31 


Paid  brother  Patton  by  order             $  50  00 
Georgia  delegation  retained  by  per- 
mission of  Conference  109  00 159  00 


^9385  31 


\ 


4  08 

4  <8 

5  00 

39  06 

170  14 

3  00 

9  75._.4»S^66 

S610 

«7 

§467 

75 

^^^  ^       KeceiTed  ttnco  lihe  report  was  made 
^NMiMfaMl      oiu,  from  Oneida  delegatkm 
iwaf^TK-  Geneaee 

Provideoee 
Pittaborg 

New-Yoik,  bf  6.  Lane, 
Black  RiTer  *" 

LancaaCet  cir.,  R.  R. 


Tecal  adMRiait  of  expenaaa 

Learing  aurplna  143  22 

"  Tins  amouat,  widi  all  otber  ooQeotioiia  raiaed  for  the 
I  {mrpoae,  nj^e  reeommeBd  to  be  paid  over  to  the  Book 
Agents,  in  part  to  reianburae  the  Boofc  Concern. 

**  The  committee  take  pleaanre  in  atating  that  of  the 
tl,051  47  drawn  from  the  Book  Concern  in  1840,  t789  17 
'  hare  since  been  received  f  leairing  4ml7  a  bi^iice  of 

$272  90 :  deduct  from  ^ai  amoum  the  surj^  now  in 
hand,  and  the  remainder  is  $129  08.  This  amOBBEt  will 
no  donbt  b^  speedily  refunded. 

**  In  regard  to  the  vesolution  of  the  Alabama  delogaiiony 
referred  to  jonr  committee,  we  reoommend  that  ihiej  be 
.permitted  to  settle  with  their  own  Conference,  foraaarach 
as  they  hst^  assured  as  that  they  know  not  the  probable 
amount  ef  their  expensea,  nor  ii  the  cotteetioDa  raised 
within  their  bounds. 

'<  Beepectftdly  submitted, 

.  JiSL  B.  TnnrtBTT,.  Chaurmm.^ 

Commfttee  on  /   The  Committee  on  Slavery  preseitfed  a  report  m  part,  ( 
naT«rr  report  j^y^j^  ^^  ^^^     ^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^   Winans  to  lay  it  oa/ 

the  table  was  lost.    A  motion  was  made  to  adopt  the  re-' 

port.    J.  A.  Collins  proposed  an  amendment  to  tfato  re-  > 

:  port.    The  motion  to  adopt,  and  the  proposed  amendment,  i 

I  weM  laid  on  the  table,  nntil  the  oomnittee  coAcenuAgy 

I  the  resc^utions  of  W,  Capers  repoi^t. — — 

lUnoKt  of  GooH      The  Committee  on  the  Ittnerancy  preHBented  their  report 
*^^i^  on  the  complaint  against  the  North  Ohio  Confoence, 
which  was   recommitted  yesterday.    The  report^  con- 
formed to  the  action  of  yesterday^  waa  read  and  adopted, 
viz.: — 

**  Hlfei  Committee  on  the  Itinerancy  <havo  oonndered  the 
communication  of  George  Armstrong,  of  the  Liberty  cir- 
cuit. North  Ohio  Conference,  who  complains  that  said 
,  Conference  withheld  fi^m  him  his  portion  of  the  Confer- 
ence tunds,  under  a  res<dution  which  was  adopted  by  that 
body  cutting  off  the  claims  of  those  who  failed  to  lift  a 
'tfth,  ^  Conference  collection. 


**  The  committee  report,  tliiil  mumuch  m  the  delegates 
fhrnoithe  Ninth  Ohio  Confereiice  tftait  tliat  the  claim  of 
bnnher  Atmstrei^g  was  Aot  wt^held  be^svose  of  sach  reso- 
lution, that  therefore  said  Conference  are  under  no  le- 
gation 10  refund  to  brother  Armstxong  the  $46  alluded  to 
&  hk  aj^eid. 

''Submitted,  J.  B.  MTsaam,  Chmrmtm. 

*  Neu^Ym^,  /«w  4, 1844." 


4^9 


/       W.  dapevs,  in  behalf  of  the  committee  on  the  resolu- 
I    tioiift  ofbred  yesterday,  asked  leare  for  that  committee  to 
\   tttdpdog^iJ^Dference hours.,    Tha^ifiarfi  was  dven. 
"  ^r»F.  San3l3Wh  objected  to  retiring  from  Con 
and  asked  to  be  excused  from  serving  on  the  cpmmittoe 
He  was  not  excused. 

F.  Reed  moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  the  day,  the 
report  of  ^e  Oemmittee  on  Temperance,  and  take  up  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Sundsfy  Schools*  This  mo- 
tion did  net  prevail. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  suspended  to  admit  a  reso- 
luticm  respecting  the  Texas  Conference.  L.  Fowler 
offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted  :^— • 

"  Resolved,  That  all  the  preachers  in  Texas,  both  East 
and  West,  meet  together  in  Conference  at  their  next  ses- 
sion, in  order  the  more  effectually  to  form  their  plans  for 
their  future  action  in  both  divisions  of  the  work." 

h  A.  Collins  moved  further  to  suspend  the  order  of  the 
day  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  a  report  of  the  Commst- 
tee  on  the  Fook  Concern.  A  motion  to  lay  this  on  the 
table,  and  also  a  motion^o  pos^ne  it,  were  lost. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Temperance  was  taken 
u|>^  and  read.  The  previous  question  was  moved  and  sos- 
tained,  on  xke  first  resolution,  and  the  first  resolution  was 
adopted.  The'  see&nd  resolution  was  adq>ted.  The  pre- 
amble of  the  above  two  resolutions  was  adopted.  A  mo- 
tion to  lay  the  last  item  in  the  report  on  the  taUo  was 
lost.  On  motion  the  further  consideration  of  the  report 
was  postponed. 

*  ^  J.  T.  Peck  moved  to  take  up  report  No.  1  of  the  Com- 
ttuttee  on  Revival.  J.  Early  moved  as  a  substitute,  that 
ihe  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  be 
taken  up.  A  motion  to  lay  this  substitme'  on  the.  table 
was  lost.    The  substitute  prevailed,  and 

Report  No.  6  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Conoeam 
was  taken  up.  The  first  section  was  read. :  J.  B.  M'Fer- 
lin  moved  to  strike  out  all  sfter  die  words  "would  recora- 
mend,**  aiid  substitute  the  following  resolution,  which  pne- 
Tuiled: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Agents  be  instructed  to  furnish  unr 
ptoiehera  in  the  Texaa  Oenfisveqoe  wiik  our:  jbedc*  on 


have  — 
leave     to    tit 
4iii||igCoQftr- 


Tezas   Ooaiw- 

f 


RepoftonTea- 

penace.  Pint 
and       second 


adkqpted. 


Report  No.  Of 
on  Book  Con 
cem,  taken  1^. 


dntj  on  books 
•entto  r 


100  Jaumd  efG^Hfral  Cm^mee,  1844. 

'^"^^'  the  same  tenne  as  tboee  npon  wUueb  they  ^re  funiished 
.to  the  preachers  of  ow  other  Ccofereiieee,  allowing.  tbsiD 
a  fbicher  iiscouat  to  the  afDOimtof  the  duties  which  they 
may  be  required  to  pay  on  said  books." 

The^ftf^  secilony  reading  as  folio ws,  was  adopted : 
^tMfbk^rSx-       "  "^^^^^^^  1-  They  have  had  under  consideration  the  re- 
w.  *'    quest  of  the  Texas  Conference  for  a  depository  of  our 

books  in  the  city  of  Hou8tdn«  and  tfter  mature  d^bera* 
tion  do  deem  it  inexpedient  to  grant  the  request. 

^'  Section  3.  After  reading  the  exhibit  <^  the  state  of  the 
Book  Concern  at  Cincinnati,  the  committee  agreed  to 
recommend  the.  following  resolution  to  this  Conference : 
^SitoiSid       "Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents   at  Cincinnati  bo 
emracant  lot.    directed  to  erect  suitable  buildings  on  the  vacant  lot  be- 
longing to  the  Concern,  for  renting,  at  such  time  as  they 
shall  &em  most  advisable."     This  section  was  adopted. 
Seduction    in       ^  Section  3.  It  is  recommended  that  ma  Book  Concern 
price  of  books.  ^  New-York  and  Cincinnati  be  directed  to  reduce  the 
retail  prices  of  our  books  as  much  as  in  their  jfudgmeat 
they  may  wiUi  safety  to  the  Concern."     Adopted. 

Section  4  was  read,  and,  on  motion  of  W.  H.  Raper, 
was  laid  on  the  table. 
Sondty  Sdidoi       **  Section  5.  Also  that  the  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati  be 
^^  for  the  inatnicted  to  publish  a  cheap  Sabbath  School  Advocate, 
at  2&  cents  a  year,  for  the  benefit  of  the  West,  if  they 
shall  deem  it  ei4>edieat»" 
Liyd   on    tbe       Section  6  was  read*  and  N.  Bangs  moved  th^  follow- 
ing substitute :  '^  That  the  agents  be  authorized  to  sell  the 
bc^ks  at  3d  per  cent,  discount  for  cash,  or  ftt  30  per  cent, 
discount  4ot  crcMlit,  in  the  manner  already  provided  f^." 
W.  H.  Raper  moved  to  lay  the  substitute  and  section  on 
the  tsble,  which  prevailed. 
^JBtMOtA,  Section  7  was  read,  and  W.  Murrah  moved  to  stfS^e 

out  all  after  the  words  *'  obituary  notices,'*  which  pre- 
vailed. J.  P.  Durbin  moved  to  amend  by  adding,  '*  that 
•correspondents  confine  their  obituary*  notices  to  thirty 
linea,"  which,  on.  motion  of  W.  W.  Ninde,  was  laid  on  the 
table.  J.  P.  Durbin  moved  the  following  substititfe,  which 
wa»  adopted: 
o^jm^MifiiO'  «« Resolved,  That  the  Editors  of  our  periodicals  be  m- 
stmcted  to  confine  each  obituary  notice^  and  memoir  to 
file  smallest \praotioable  space;  and  that  correspondents 
be  earnestly  requested  to  make  their  communications  in 
die  biiefest  manner  possible ;  simply  announcing  the  de- 
cease of.  the  person,  and  such  events  in  the  life  of  tbe 
Mifayect  as  we  calculated  to  be  of  service  to  tha  church ; 
an4  that  in  general  no  obituary  ahall  exceed  two  sqt|aros, 
but  an  interesting  memoir  may  be  entered  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Editor." 
Section  fi>  waa  adopled»  after  ha^g  been,  xm  mHien 
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«f  J.  Early,  ameodi&d  hj  addiog  "  Mistioimrjr.Scicretaiy.'' 

It  is  as  follows : 

'*  Resolved,  That  tlie  Oi8ei|>Uae  be  bo  altered  as  to 
allow  the  Agents,  £ditors,  and  Missionary  Secretary,  at  the 
Book  Conceraaat  Kew-York  and  Cincinnati,  to  h^d  their 
membership  in  such  Conferences  as  they  may  select,  with 
the  ajmrobation  of  the  Superintendents." 

Section  .9  was  read,  as  follows :  "  We  recommend  that 
the  Book  Agents  be  directed  to  famish  as  soon  ais  co^ 
yenient  to  each,  of  the  Editors  of  our  periodicals  a  copy 
of  the  books  of  dur  General  Catalogue ;  to  be  kept  by  thib 
Editors,  in  a  case  prepared  for  that  purpose  ;  and  he  is 
hereby  required  carefully  to  preserve  the  same  from 
damage  ;  and  these,  together  with  such  books  as  may  be 
sent  to  him  by  publishers  to  be  noticed  in  the  periodical 
which  he  may  edit,  shall  constitute  the  Editor's  library ; 
and  he  shall  deliver  to  his  successor  a  list  of  all  the 
books  in  said  library." 

L.  M.  Lee  moved  to  strike  out  the  words,  ^  together 
with  such  books  as  may  be  sent  to  him  by  publishers  to 
be  noticed  in  the  periodicals  he  may  edit."  This  resolu- 
don  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  section  was  adopted. 

^  Section  10.  Your  committee  have  considered  the  pro* 
position  by  S.  Comfort  and  D.  Holmes  to  publish  a 
monthly  periodical  for  sermons,  and  are  of  opinion  that 
the  proposition  is  inexpedient."    This  was  adopted. 

"  W.  H.  Rapbr,  Chairman:' 

The  report  was  adopted,  except  the  fourth  and  sixth 
sections. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern 
relating  to  the  appointment  of  the. Book  Committee  at 
New- York,  under  examination  May  3 1st,  was  taken  up 
and  considered.  The  amendments  offered  by  W.  Winans 
and  W.  W.  Nitide  were  withdrawn,  and  the  section  was 
adopted. 

H.  Slicer  moved  that  when  wd  a^urn  we  adjonm  to 
meet  again  at  seven  o'clock  this  evening.  This  motion 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  second  and  third  sections,  were  then  adopted  ;  and 
tlie  veport  as  adopted  reads  as  follows : — 

**  1.  Your  committee  recommend  the  fott^wing  alterih 
tion  in  the  Discipline,  page  187:  the  fifth  paragraph  to 
be  so  altered  as  to  read  thus  t  '  The  Book  Committee  at 
New- York  shall  consist  of  six  travelling  ministers,  and 
(he  Editors.  The  annual  election  of  two  by  the  New- 
Tcnrk,  two  by  the  Philadelphia,  and  two  by  the  Kew^ 
Jersey  Conference,  shall  constitute  the  'six  itiembers  of 
the  commitiee.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Book  Com- 
mittee lo  ezati^ijae  into  the  omn^oof  of  ^e  B<mA  Coli- 
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eern,  to  imtpeet  dM  mccoimts  of  die  Afems,  and  make  i 
report  thereof  yearly  to  the  three  Conferencea  named 
aWe,  and  to  the  General  Conference.  They  ahaB  alao 
attend  to  Mch  mattera  aa  may  he  referred  to  diem  by  the 
Ediiora  or  Agenta  for  dieir  action  or  Qouneel.  And  they 
ahfl^  have  power  to  suspend  an  Editor  or  Agent  from  hu 
official  relation  as  snch,  if  thdy  judge  it  neeessary  for  die 
interests  of  the  church  and  the  Concern.  And  a  time 
shall  be  fixed,  at  aa  early  a  day  as  practicable,  for  the  in* 
Testigation  of  the  official  conduct  of  the  said  Editor  or 
Agent,  at  which  two  or  more  of  the  Bishops  shall  be  re- 
quested to  attend ;  and,  by  the  concnrrenceof  the  Bishops 
present,  and  a  majority  of  the  committee,  he  may  be  re- 
moTod  from  office  in  the  interval  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence. And  in  case  a  vacancy  occurs  in  any  of  the  agen- 
cies or  editorial  departments  authorized  by  the  General 
Conforence,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Book  Committee, 
and  two  or  more  of  the  general  Superintendents,  aa  soon 
aa  practicable,  to  provide  for  such  vacancy  until  the  next 
General  Conference.* 

^  2.  Paragraph  15,  page  189,  to  be  so  altisred  as  to  read 
as  follows :  <  The  Book  Committee  of  this  department  of 
the  Book  Concern  shall  consist  of  six  members  in  addi- 
tion to  the  Editors,  to  be  chosen  annually,  two  by  the  Ohio, 
two  by  the  Kentucky,  and  two  by  die  Indiana  Confor- 
ence,  whose  powers  and  duties  in  reference  to  this  es- 
tablishment shall  be  the  same  as  those  of  the  Book  Com- 
mittee at  New- York  in  relation  to  the  Concern  there.' 

'^  3.  Paragraph  25,  page  193,  to  be  so  altered  as  to  read 
thus :  '  The  salaries  for  £e  support  of  Editors  and  Agents 
in  all  our  book  and  periodicSd  establishments  shaU  be 
fixed  by  the  General  Conference,  or  by  committees  ap- 
pointed by  that  body.'^ 

A  motion  was  made  to  extend  die  session  fifteen  min- 
ntes,  which  was  lost.  J.  Hamilton  moved  to  extend  the 
session  five  minutes,  which  prevailed. 

Conference  adjourned  with  prayer  by  brother  Rogers. 


Hetb.  O 


.  Conf.of 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING,  JUNE  5. 

Conference  met  at  the  regular  hour.  Bishop  Soole  in 
the  chair»  and  wae  opened  with  rsligious  exercises  by 
bcother  Townsend. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  Committee  of  Correspondence  presented  a  report. 
No.  2,  beins  a  reply  to  die  letter  of  the  Weslejran  Me> 
tbodist  Conference  of  Great  Britain,  which  was  read,  and 
adopted.    (See  Appendix,  Doc.  C.) 

The  Committee  on  Missions  presented  a  report,  No.  5, 
which  was.read.    Oa  motm  of  N.  BaDgSy  dhe  xepon  was 


taS^ea  9,  anj;  «^d  cm  in  oeetm*^    Tbe  fiAe^oih  viile       Jtp»A, 
was  suspended,  to  admit  of  immediate  action  on  this  repor^ 

ThQfo^rth  article  of  the  amended  Gon9titut^9n  of  th^  AetUm  oft  tti 
Missionary  Society,  as  proposed  by  the  Board  of  Maf  5?p^^_.  ._ 
nagera,  wa«  amended  by  sinking  ovJ^  %b,e  words,  "tne 
next  session  of  the  New-York  Conference,  which,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  presiding  Bishop,  shall  fill  the  vacancy 
until  the  ensuing  General  Conference,**  and  inserting  the 
words*  ^'the  Bishops,  or  a  mi^rity  of  them,  shi^ fiU  the 
vacancy.'' 

•  J.  B.  Finley  offered  a  substitute,  proposing  to  impose 
the  duties  of  this  office  [Missionary  SecxetaryJ  on  the 
Editor  of  the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal ;  which  was 
laid  on  the  table.  J.  A.  Cc^lins  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words,  **  with  the  upprobation  of  the  managers,  he  ipiay 
employ  such  assistance,  from  time  to  time,  as  may  be 
judged  necessary  for  the  interests  of  ihe  cause,  the  com- 
pensatioa  for  which  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Board."  The 
previous  question  on  this  amendment  was  moved  and  sus- 
tained, and  the  motion  to  strike  out  prevailed.  The  arti- 
cle, as  curtailed,  was  adopted. 

The^i^A  article  was  read,  and  an  amendment  pfoposed 
by  Wm.  Winans  was  laid  on  the  table.  The  article  wae. 
adopted.  The  thirteenth  article  was,  on  motion,  recom- 
mitted to  the  committee. 

The  sixteenth  article  was  adopted.  The  resolutiona  oa 
the  report  of  the  committee  were  taken  up,  and  the  recom* 
mendation  No.  9  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  G.  F.  Pierce,  that  part  of  the  report    _^,^      - 
which  refers  to  the  formation  of  a  plan  for  raising  smh    ffS^^JSij 
plie9  was  referred  to  a  special  committee  of  five.  .    wwU"^ 

W*  Capers  returned  certain  resolutions  to  the  Confei?- 
eace,  on  which  a  special  committee  was  appointed,  stating 
^at  the  committee  could  not  agree  on  a  report  which  they 
judged  would  be  apceptable  to  the  Coiiierence.  (See 
journal  of  June  3,  page  86.) 

J.  Early  moved  that  when  this  Conference  adjourn,  it 
adjourn  to  meet  at  half-past  eight  o'clock :  carried. 

A    communication    from   Robert    Emory,   requestiag  Bnnry*iUteo« 
Uberty  to  examine  the  journals  of  this  Conference,  with  1^    '^'^"<^* 
view  to  preparing  a  Life  of  Bishop  Asbury,  was  rea^,  end 
on  motion  leave  was  granted. 

A  similar  request  was  made  by  A.  Griffith,  in  behalf  o(  ^it^^Vf^ 
S.  A.  Roszel,  who  desires  to  write  the  Life  of  his  fathex^   itonaL 
S.  6.  Roszel.     Leave  was  granted. 

P.  Cartwright  offered  a  resolution.  J.  Early  moved  to. 
lay  the  resc^uti^  on  the  table :  this  was  lest.  Several 
amendments  were  offered,  and  accepted  by  the  movers, 
after  which,  on  motion  of  J.  A.  C<^ns,  the  resolution  wae* 
laid  on  tl^  iaWe. 
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juM  ».  The  chair  annonnced  the  select  comniittee  of  five  <m 

the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Missions,  as  follows : — 
A.  L.  P.  Green,  J.  A.  Gere,  T.  Spicer,  C.  Elliott,  D.  S. 
Kmg. 
Conference  adjonme  j,  with  prayer  hy  G.  Filmore. 

WEDNESDAY  AFTERNOON,  JUNE  5. 

Conference  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  half-past 
three  o'clock.  Bishop  Hedding  in  the  chair,  and  was 
opened  with  reading  the  word  of  God,  singing,  and  prayer/ 
hy  brother  Mo^se. 
FvtiMr  KtiMi  The  Committee  on  Missions  presented  a  revised  report 
JSrtI"*"*"  "*  of  the  articles  recommitted  to  them  this  morning.  The 
amended  thirteenth  article  was  adopted.  The  amended 
fiurteenth  article  was  adopted. 

The  report  and  revised  Constitution  read  as  follows : — 
imHtofCom-  ''The  Committee  on  Missions  beg  leave  further  ta 
MM  on  Mi*-  report,  that  in  consequence  of  other  interests  of  an  ab- 
sorbing character,  which  have  engaged  so  much  of  the^ 
time  and  attention  of  the  committee,  they  have  not  been 
i^le  to  bestow  that  labour  upon  the  various  subjects  con- 
nected with  the  missionary  cause  which  its  iipportance 
demands.  Indeed,  the  committee  think  that  there  is  no 
department  of  our  great  work,  in  which  the  people  gene- 
rally feel  a  deeper  interest,  and  which  wakes  up  a  more 
lively  S3rmpathy,  than  the  great  missionanr  enterprise; 
and  though  there  has  been  a  diminution  in  tne  amount  of 
f^nds,  and  a  consequent  restriction  in  the  field  of  mission- 
ary labour,  during  the  past  four  years,  owing  to  various 
causes  not  now  necessary  to  mention,  we  are  glad  to  per^ 
ceive  that  the  spirit  of  missions  is  reviving,  contributions 
are  increasing,  the  heavy  debt  assumed  by  the  Board  of 
Managers,  to  enable  the  Treasurer  to  pay  the  drafts  as 
they,  b^dcame  due,  is  Kquidated,  and  hence  the  prospect  is 
now  fair  for  an  enlargement  of  our  missionary  work,  pro- 
vided energetic  measures  are  adopted  and  carried  into 
effect  for  raising  money,  and  for  enlisting  the  energies  of 
the  church,  both  among  ministers  and  people,  in  th^  holy 
Work.  The  committee  have  bestowed  some  attention 
upon  the  various  plana  which  have  been  presented  for 
raising  money  to  enable  the  society  to  carry  on  more 
vigorous^  its  missionary  operations,  and  they  are  per- 
taaded  that  no  one  plan  can  be  adopted  which  will  be 
suitable  to  all  places.  The  cent-a-week  plan  has  ope- 
rated favourably  in  some  places,  particularly  in  the  large 
cities  and  villages,  but  in  many  places  it  has  failed  to  ac- 
complish its  object.  The  committee  therefore  think  that 
to  revive  and  diffuse  the  missionary  spirit,  the  subject 
must  be  often  ntesented  to  the  minds  of  the  people  in 
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mssiodvry  sermons,  addresses,  the  formation  of  anxiliarjr       ^one  5. 
and  branch  societies,  the  holding  of  anniversaries,  and  thus  ^^jSe^ffl/iK 
pressing  the  subject  upon  the  hearts,  and  enlisting  the    •tou. 
feeiings  of  all  concerned  in  the  great  enterprise  of  conquer- 
ing the  world  to  Christ.    In  the  mean  time,  let  the'  cent- 
al week  plan  be  carried  into  effect  in  all  practicable  cases, 
especially  in  sabbath  schools. 

"  The  committee  are  persuaded  that  if  the  hearts  of  the 
preachers  can  be  unirersally  engaged  in  this  work,  by 
taking  hold  of  it  in  the  manner  above  suggested,  there 
will  be  no  lack  of  men  or  money  to  carry  it  on  to  the 
fullest  extent.  For  a  detailed  account  of  the  present  state 
and  prospect  of  the  various  missions  under  the  care  of 
the  society,  as  well  as  the  state  of  the  funds,  the  com- 
mittee refer  to  the  last  Annual  Re^rt,  in  which  all  these 
things  are  accurately  and  minutely  stated. 

"The  committee  have  had  before  them  a  revised  Con- 
stitution, recommended  by  the  Board  of  Managers,  and 
they  have  concluded  to  submit  it  to  tie  Generad  Confer- 
ence for  adoption.    It  reads  as  follows  : 

"  Constitution  of  the  Missionary  Society,  as  proposed  to  be  %tt5tt*Sf"tti» 
amended  by  the  General  Conference  of  1844.  Misnonaiy  So- 

doty* 

"Article  1.  This  association,  denominated 'The  jMis- 
siONART  Society  OF  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,' 
is  established  for  the  express  purpose  of  enabling  the 
several  Annual  Conferences  more  effectually  to  extend 
their  missionary  labours  throughout  the  United  States, 
and  elsewhere ;  and  also  to  assist  in  the  support  and  pro- 
motion of  missionary  schools  and  missions  in  our  own 
and  in  foreign  countries. 

*'A*RT.  2.  The  payment  of  two  dollars  annually  shaU 
constitute  a  member ;  the  payment  of  twenty  dollars  at 
one  time  a  member  for  life.  Any  person  paying  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars  at  one  time  into  the  treasury  shall 
be  a  manager  for  life ;  and  the  contribution  of  ^ve  hun- 
dred dollars  shall  constitute  the  donor  a  patron  for  life. 

"  Art.  3.  The  officers  of  this  society  shall  consist  of  a 
President,  Vice-Presidents,  a  Corresponding  Secretary, 
Recording  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  Assistant  Treasurer, 
who,  together  with  thirty-two  managers,  shall  form  a 
Board  for  the  transaction  of  business.  They  shall  all  be 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  be  an- 
nually elected  by  the  society,  except  the  Corresponding 
Secretary.  Each  Annual  Conference  shall  have  the  pri- 
vilege of  appointing  one  Vice-President  from  its  own 
body.  ^ 

'*  Art.  4.  The  Corresponding  Secvetary  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Gcmeral  Conference.  He  shall  reside  in' 
New- York,  ftnd  odnduct  the  corrdspondenee  of  tike  society. 


JvMi.       iindfidr  the  direction  of  the  Boaid.    He  dudl  be  tokfoot  to^ 

'iSlS*  oD^iSS^  ^^  direction  and  control  of  the  Board  of  Managers)  by 

^  whom  hii  salarv  shall  be  fixed  and  paid*    He  s^iall  b» 

exclusively  employed  in  conducting  the  correspond^ce 
of  the  society,  and,  under  the  direction  of  the  Board,  in 
promoting  its  general  interests,  by  travelling  or  otherwise. 
Should  Ms  office  become  vacant  by  death,  resignation,  of 
otherwise,  the  Board  shall  have  power  to  provide  for  the 
duties  of  the  office,  until  the  Bishops,  or  a  majority  of 
tbenii  shall  fill  the  vacancy. 

''  Art.  5.  The  Board  shall  have  authority  to  make  by- 
laws for  regulating  its  own  proceedings,  to  appropriate 
^  money  to  defray  incident  expenses,  to  provide  for  the 
support  of  superannuated  missionaries,  widows  and  or- 
phans of  missionaries,  who  may  not  be  provided  for  by  the 
Annual  Conferences — ^it  being  understood  that  they  shall 
not  receive  more  than  is  allowed  by  the  Discipline  to 
other  superannuated  ministers,  their  widows  and  orphans 
— ^and  to  print  books  at  our  own  press,  for  the  benefit  (^ 
Indian  and  foreign  missions,  fill  vacancies  that  may  occur 
during  the  year,  and  shall  present  a  statement  of  its  trans- 
actions and  funds  to  the  society  at  its  annual  meeting,  and 
also  shall  lay  befcHre  the  Greneral  Conference  a  report  of 
its  transactions  for  the  four  preceding  years,  and  the  state 
of  its  funds. 
n«viMdCon«tt-  ^<  Art.  6.  Ordained  ministers  of  the  Methodist  £piac<^ 
*"^^     f  ^  pal  Church,  whether  travelling  or  local,  being  members  of 


^i*^*  this  society,  diall  be  ex-officio  members  of  the  Board  of 

Managers. 

'<  Art.  7.  The  annual  meeting  for  the  election  of  officen 
and  managers  shall  be  held  on  the  third  Monday  in  April, 
in  the  city  of  New- York. 

"Art.  8.  At  all  meetings  of  the  society,  and  of  the 
Board,  the  President,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent first  on  the  hat  then  present,  and  in  the  absence  of  all 
the  Vice-Presidents,  a  member  appointed  by  the  meeting 
for  that  purpose,  shall  preside. 

^  Art*  9.  Twenty-five  members,  a^  all  meetings  of  the 
society,  and  thirteen  at  all  meetings  of  the  Board  of 
Managers,  shall  be  a  quorum. 

"  Art.  1 0.  The  minutes  of  each  meeting  AM  be  signed 
by  the  chairman. 

"  Art.  11.  It  is  recommended,  that  within  the  bonnds  of 
each  Annual  Conference  there  be  esti^lished  a  Confer- 
ence Miasionary  Society,  auxiliary  to.  this  institution, 
with  branches,  under  such  regulations  as  the  Conferences 
shall  respectively  prescribe.  Each  Conference,  or  other 
auxiliary  spcie^,  shall  annually  transmit  to  the  Corres- 
ponding Secretary  of  this  society,  at  New- York,  a.  copy 
of  ita  Ananal  Report,  erabmcing  the  operations  of  ils 


Jkm^^<jhmr(aem^eni^lU4^  MR 

^  Ji*  tluiH  abo  nbttfy  Ihe  Trewraier  of  Ihtf  r^^J^^ 

ainomt  edUeeted  in  aid  of  tk*  nusttonary  oai»e ;  vhioh  ^3SSMt%i^S)k 
wmomA  skyi  be  subject  to  tke  otdm  of  Ike  Tteasurai    >^o>^ 
of  liie  pareoi  aoeietj,  as  piovtided  fov  ia  the  thirtaoiilik 
aitkle. 

^  Art.  id.  Aa^F  amdliavjr  op  btaach  aocielyt  may  daaigi^ 
Bale  ^  iniaauni  or  auations,  under  t^  care  of  this  aot 
ciety,  to  which  they  d^sine  any  part  or  the  whole  of  thell 
fimda  to  be  appropriated ;  which  speoial  designation  shall 
be  pnblicly  acknowledged  by  the  Doezd.  But  in  the  event 
dikt  nose  funds  are  raised  for  any  individual  mission  than 
ate  tteceeaary  for  its  support,  the  surplus  shall  go  into  the 
treasury  of  the  parent  society,  to  be  appropriated  as  the 
CSonslitution  directa. 

<^Art.  13.  The  Annual  Conferences  shall  be  divided 
into  as  many  nnssion  diatriets  as  there  are  effsctive  Su* 
peniitendents ;  and  th^te  shall  be  a  committee,  coaosisting 
of  <»e  from  each  mission  district,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Bishops,  and  to  be  called  the  Gemeral  Missionary  Coi^ 
ndtiee.  It  shall  be-  the  duty  of  thia  committee  to  meet 
annually  in  the  eity  of  New-Yeik,  at  the  time  of  the 
lioidiiig  of  the  anmvwsary  of  the  Missionary  Socie^,  t6 
act  jointly  with  the  Board  of  Managers,  the  Corretpond^ 
ing  Secretary,  and  the  Treaaurer,  in  fixing  the  amount  ^taSra^^rShii 
which  may  be  drawn  for  during  the  ensuing  year,  and  the  mimIci 
di'ri^Qtt  of  said  amount  between  foreign  and  domestie  ^'^^' 
missions.  Said  committee  shall,  in  confnnction  with  the 
Boaid  of  Mnmgers,  and  the  Bishop  who  shall  preeide  in 
the  New^York  Conlerence^  determine  what  fields  shidl  be 
occupied  or  coatianed  as  foreign  imssions,  and  the  nuoH 
ber  of  persona  to  be  emfdoyed  on  said  missions ;  and  shall, 
in  coQJnnctioa.with  the  Board,  estimate  the  sums  neces^ 
aavy  for  the  support  of  eadi  mission,  subject  to  the  ap- 
proval of  the  poresidiiig  Bishop.  Said  committee  shall 
detennine  the  amount  for  wUidL  each  Bishop  shaU  drariv 
for  tlM  domestic  miasions  of  those  Conferences  over 
which  he  shall  preside,  sad  he'  shall  not  draw  on  the 
Treasurer  fot  more  than  said  amount. 

^Should  any  of  tho  members  of  said  committee,  in  tho 
iatofval  of  the  General  Conference,  go  out  of  office  by 
deadi,  resigaatfan^  or  otherwise,  the  Bishop  prestdii^  in 
the  Couforences  wheee  the  vacancy  shall  occur,  shall  ap^ 
jxnnt  another  to  filhia place. 

"Said  comonttee  to  be  amenable  to  the  GMeral  Gon»  > 
ferenoe,  to^  whach  it  shall  make  fnll  reportk  ef  ks  deia^b. 

''Any  egqpenae  incurred  in  the  discharge  of  its  dntiea 
shall  be  met  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  society. 

>*AnT.  14.  The  sums  aUowed  for  the  support,  of  a  mis* 
aionarf  shall  not  eseeed  ^e  usual  allowanee  of  bthea 
mmmpi  preaidieis.    The  Bisl)ops,  or  President  of  the 


Allies.        CcHiference,  (if  lUe  missioii  be  domestic,)  and  the  1 
'iSSm  «n3£  rotendeat  where  there  is  one,  a&d  if  not,  the  d]i88iciiiac3r, 
sions.  (if  it  be  foreign,)  shall  draw  on  the  Treasufer  for  ^e 

same,  in  quarterly  or  half-yearly  instalments,  and  tiiey 
shall  always  promptly  notify  the  Treasurer  of  all  dnils 
ipade  by  them,  and  shall  require  regular  quarterly  com- 
munications to  be  made  by  each  of  the  missionaries  to  tihe 
Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  society  at  New-Yotk, 
giving  information  of  the  state  and  prospects  of  &e  several 
missions  in  which  they  are  employed.  No  one  shall  be 
acknowledged  a  missionary,  or  receive  support  oat  of  the 
funds  of  this  society,  who  has  not  some  definite  field 
assigned  to  him,  or  who  coiild  not  be  an  effective  laboureif 
on  a  circuit,  except  as  provided  for  in  Article  5.  The 
Assistant  Treasurer  shall  be  subject  to  the  direction  of 
the  Treasurer,  and  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

^'Art.  15.  In  all  odier  cases  of  the  appointment  ef  e 
missionary,  the  name  of  such  missionary,  and  the  distdet 
in  which  he  is  to  labour,  together  with  the  probable  ex« 

Senses  of  the  mission,  shall  be  communicated  by  tibe 
ishop,  or  the  Mission  CkHnmittee  of  eadi  Annual  Con- 
ference, to  the  Treasurer  of  this  society,  that  a  proper 
record  of  the  same  may  be  preserved. 

<'Art.  16.  This  Constitution  sha&  not  be  altered  but  by 
the  General  Conference,  upon  the  recommendaiien  of  the 
Board  of  Managers,  cmt  by  the  Board,  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  General  Conference." 

^  The  committee  have  also  taken  into  consideration'the 
necessity  of  providing  more  effectually  fcnr  canying  on 
'  our  missionary  work  among  our  various  aboriginal  tribes, 

ahd  more  particularly  those  comprehended  within  the 
bounds  of  the  newly-formed  Indian  Mission  Conference. 
To  accomplish  this,  they  recdmmend  the  insertion  of  the 
following  article  in  part  2,  sec.  6,  par.  9,  in  the  place  of 
the  one  now  in  the  Discipline  :-— 

"  For  the  purpose  of  more  ^[eotnally  admlatstering  die 
financial  colicems  of  the  Indian  Mission  Cenference,  sis 
also  promoting  its  spiritual  welfare,  there  shall  be  a  super- 
iatendent  appointed  by  the  Bishop^  who  shall  be  a  meikiber 
ef  said  Conference,  and  reside  withui  its  bounds,  to  be 
oontinued  in  office  for  any  time  not  exceeding  foer  years. 
It  shall  be  his  duty  to  oreriook  idl  die  accounts  ^  the 
missionaries  and  the  superintendents  of  schods,  to  attend 
to  all  the  interests  of  our  missions  and  schools  wtthiti  the 
bounds 'of  said  Conference,  as  those  mterests  may  be  coo- 
nected  with  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and 
with  the  Indian  School  Fund. 

^  He  may  visit  Warirington  city  onoe  a  year,  oroftener, 
if  it  be  deemed  necessary ;  and  ake,  as  to  as  his  line 
and  circumstances  .may  permit,  and  it  may  be'  jodged 
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W0«i^ai7  for dbte^ iaieiestft cltfae missioa,  visit  Ae interior 
p£  tbe  ladifui  country  with  a  riew  to  the  extension  of  the 
work  widun  hie  booods.  His  salary  shall  not  exseed  tha 
ordinary  allowance  of  other  itinerant  preaohecs ;  and  lus 
laUo.and other  osqMinses  shall  be  estimated  by  the  Mission 
C^psimititee  of  the  Conference,  foic  which  amount  he  shaU 
biive  authority  to  draw  on  the  Treasuri^r  of  the  Missic^aaiy 
Society  in  qiijuterly  instalments." 
.  On  motion  of  N«  Bangs^  the  Correis^nding  Secretary 
of  em  Missionary  Society  was  requested  to  csdl  a  meetjnf 
of  the  Board  of  Managers,  and  submit  to  them  the  altera- 
tions in  the  Constitution  recommended  by  thisjQjmlJ^rence. 
-"""A.  B.  LiQgstreet,  in  beKir^SfTll&'^elSgations  from  the 
SoQthern  and  South-western  Conferences,  presented  the 
following  declaration,  which  was  read :— • 

''The  delegates  of  the  Qonferenees  in  theslaveholding 
states  take  leave  to  ieclaire  to  the  Gesieral  C^iference  of 
th^  Methodist  £piseopal  Churchy  that  the  continued  agita- 
tion on  the  subject  of  slavery  and  abolition  in  a  portiofi  of 
the, church;  the  frequent  action  on  that  subject  in  the 
General  Conference ;  and  especially  the.  extra-judicial 
proceedings  against  Bishc^  lAndrew,  which  resulted,  on 
Saturday  last,  in  the  virtual  suspension  of  him  from  Uus 
office  as  Superuitendent,  must  produce  a  state  of  things  in 
the  South  which  renders  a  continuance  of  the  jurisdiction 
-of  this  General  Confer^ce  over  these  Conferences  incon- 
fijstent  with  the  succ^s  of  the  ministry  in  the.slavehold- 
ing  statesv 

.  "  Virginia  Cmfermc&^^  Early,  W.  A.  Smith,  T. 
C]sowder,.t.Mi  Lee,  Kentmsk^ — ^H.  B,  Baacom, W.  Gupn, 
H.  H.  Kavanaugh,  £<  Stevenson,  B.  T.  Crouch,  G.  W. 
Brush.  MiMurir^W.  W.  Redman,  W.  Patton,  J.  C. 
Berryman,  J.  M.  Jameson.  HolM0n — £.  F.  Serier,  S. 
Patton,  T.  Striagfield..  Qeargia-h-G.  F.  Pierce,  W.  J. 
Park»,.L.  Pierce,  J.  W.  Glenn,  J.  L«  Evans,  A-  B»  Lmr- 
street.  North  CaroUtUhr^,  Jameson,  P.  Doub>  B.  T. 
Blake.  JUinais^J.  StampeiT.  Af«8rpAt>— G.  W^  Z). 
Harris,  Wm.  M'Mahaa,  T.  Joyner,  S.  S.  Moody.  <  Asrhm- 
ms^}.  C.  Parker,  W.  P.  Batctiffe,  Ai.  Hunter.  Jfi»^ 
mpir-W.  Winans,  B.  M.  Drake,  J.  Lane,  G.  M*  Bo^em* 
Te^fos^^h'  Fowler.  Alo^ssio^— J.  Boring,  J.  HamiitQ^* 
W.  Mutrah,:  G.  Garrett.  T$nn$ss€e — ^R.  Paine,  J*  B.^ 
M'Ferrin,  A.  U  P.  Green,  T,  Madden.  South  CaroUm$^ 
W.  Capers,  W.  M.  WightmaU)  C.  Betts,  S.  Dunwody,  H. 

.  C... Walker." 

.  A  motion  was  made  by  C.  Elliott  to  refer  this  declara- 
tioa  to  a  committee  of  nine.  This  gave  rise  to  some  dm-: 
cussioa;.  and  the. previous  question  was  moved,  and  the 
«all  sustained-  The  select  committee  of  nine  wasordened^ 
and  the  paper  referred  to  them^  ^  ^^ .. ^*   . .  -  -  ^ .     , ,  , , 
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lid»*i.  L.  M.Lee  motedtocalli^iheTeporteiftbeCoiiHEBteefi 

^STjn^^  on  the. Memorial  of  Dr.  Walleir.   It  iftta  caUed  up,  and  w 
tdoptedtakpitxt.  maeii  ^A  the  report  as  tekitei  to  L.  M.  Lee  was  adopitod, 
^         ia  these  words  :*-^ 

^  Your  eomraittee  have  esMttltted  the  mfttei»oowpi«itted 
>of  trjr  the  memofittliat,  respecliiig  the  Editor  of  the  iHeh- 
0MMDd  Christian  Advocate,  and  ha^e  only  to  ewf,  (hai  /diejr 
hare  not  ascertained  zxsf  ftuste  in  his  cottfiie  wMeh,  in 
their  jndgmetot,  veqniie  any  iaCeHerenee  of  *«hi«  Getteral 
l^onfMrence.  Iorh  Datis,  Ohnjintim. 

*" New-York,  May  20, 1844."  ' 

Apoittnioffiie      On  moiion,  so  mtach  of  the  labot^  aiettedtd  ks  teiates 
JJSlS.'*^"  ^  L.  M.  Lee  was  ordered  to  be  giten  to  him  by  Ae  Sec- 
retary. 
fteport^Bph-       Obmotiim  of  R.  Paine,  the  Seeretarjr  'Was  directed  to 
^SoS!*^^  epreaid  upon  the  journal  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
Episcopacy,  No.  3,  presented  May  23.    (It  will  be  foond 
on  page  63.) 

On  motion  of  N.  B8tng6,the  sixteenth  rule  was^nspended, 

to  alhyw  the  Discipline  to  be  conformed  to  the  action  of 

•idle  Conference  yesterday,  in  reference  lo  the  Correspond- 

-ing  Secretaay  of  the  Missionary  Society.    On  motion, 

insnn    ftmn  P^^i^g^pb  7  and  8,  of  part  2,  sec.  6,  pp.  181 ,  182,  of  Dis- 

DiMipUM.        eipline,  Were  ordered  to  be  stricken  oot 

On  motion  of  S.  Lnekey,  the  repoit  of  the  Cominittee 
on  Spiscopacy,  No.  6,  was  taken  up.    The  first  reaolQ- 
tion  being  under  consideration,  an  amendment  was  pfo- 
.    '  S2^^  ^  ^*  *^'  Mitchell,  which  was  laid  on  die  table. 

Tbb  first  resolution  was  adopted.    The  report,  on  motion, 
wasidopted.    It  reads  ns  follows  :— • 
^^UBiS^!^       "'The  Committee  on  Episcopacy  beg  leave  to  submit 
ihe  following  report  in  part : 

"  The  attention  of  ^e  committee  has  been  called  to  the 

rsent  rijAe  of  Discipline  in  relation  to  the  estimates  to 
fi&ade  for  the  faettse-rent,  foei,  and  table  expenses  of 
the  Bishops,  and  the  committee  are  satisfied  that  an  amend- 
-lliem  of  the  rule  is  called  for.    After  a  full  considen^on 
-eif  '^rsirious  citiggfestlons  on  this  subject,  the  committee  ave 
•«f  ispinion  that  no  better  i»rcivision  can  be  made  than  to 
Semite  the  Committee  of  die  Annual  Conference  which 
l^ay  be  appointed  to  make  the  estimatea  for  the  family 
--expenses  or  the  Bishops,  to  t^Hirt  such  estimates  to  tlie 
Doiifereiitte,  subject  to  timir  ameiidment  or  approval ;  end 
they  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 
'^^Rbsolied,  '9hat  the  rule  «f  Discipline,  in  ^e  last 
-^piaragliaph'of  sec.  5ypart  2,  rehttitfg  to  the  family  expenses 
<df  a  Bishop,  be  so  amende  as  to  iinsert  a^r  thift  woVds 
^vaiABMiop,  enr  Bi«tesps,'tiM«e  words,  <sa%^  to^^ 
dction^  the  Conference.'^ 
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G.  Baker  Offered  the  following  reM>ltttion/ WkUh  was       JM>4 
lo6t:^ 

**  Resolved,  That  the  Secretaries  be  requested  to  make 
out  a  list  of  the  uufiniiBhed  basiuess  now  on,  their  table ; 
and  that  it  be  printed,  and  each  member  furnished  with  a     % 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Sabbath  Schools  was 
taken  up,  on  motion  of  F.  Reed ;  but  on  another  motion 
it  was  postponed  until  to-morrow  morning.     ^ 

£.  R.  Ames  ask^d  leave  of  absence  for  J.  Havens,  after 
to-morrow,  on  account  of  affliction  in  his  family.     On  >     ^ 

motion  the  leave  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  L.  M.  Lee,  the  report,  No.  4,  of  the  Com-  Mutmmkxmtgt 
mittee  on  the  Book  Concern  was  taken  up.  The  first  **-***  ^*"' 
resolution  was  read,  and  W.  A.  Smiith  moved  to  strike  out 
the  first  syllable  of  the  word  '*  tnexpedient,''  in  the  reso- 
lution. The  proposed  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table. 
The  resolution  as  reported  by  the  committee  was' adopted, 
and  reads  as  follows  :-— 

<<  The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  report  ste 
follows : 

"  First.  .They  have  had  under  consideration  the  applica-  No  ^ 
tion  of  the  Virginia  Conference  for  a  book  depository  in 
the  city  of  Richmond,  and  afler  obtaining  all  the  informa- 
tion they  could  command,  are  of  opinion  that  it  wotild  be 
inexpedient  to  establish  said  depository.^ 

Tne  second  resolution  of  the  report  was  read,  and  a 
motion  by  P.  P.  Sandford  to  lay  it  on  the  table  was  lost. 
On  motion  of  J.  E.  Evans,  the  whole  report  was  laid  on 

the  teblg. ^-     . 

M'Ferrin  offered  the  following  resolution :—  ' 


'  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  ^-fl^coBuSttat 
consideration  the  communication  of  the  delegates  from  :  of  iQba. 
the  Southern  Conferences  be  instructed,  provided  they  | 
cannot  in  their  judgment  devise  a  plan  for  an  amicibfe  j 
adjustment  of  the  difficulties  now  existing  in  did  chundh,  j 
on  the  subject  of  slavery,  to  devise,  if  possible,  a  boh-  / 
atijtutional  plan  for  a  mutual  and  friendly  division  of  ^  I 
church.  j  . 

«J.  B.tt'FBMrtf,      / 
^-^ '     -       .  _  "  TcfeiAs  Spicbr.>^ 

T.  Crowder's  motion' to  Jstrike  out  the  word  ^caiM^' 
donal"  did  not  prevail,  and  the  resolution  was  ado{»ted. 

The  chair  announced  the  following  brethren  as  the 
select  ^^^^,^,^'^-       *      -  -     *•  '  -      ^^--^ 

-^— ©mjfiiiTTEE  or  Nine.— Robert  Paine,  <?lezen 'FBAioife,  y«Bai,or 
Pfter  Akers,  Nathan  Bangs,  Thomas  Crow^der.ThOmte  .'"      *" 
B^  ^argent,  William  Winans,  Leonidas  L.  Hairline,  litt^  j 
tcMTter.  i.>^ 


113  Jmrn^  ^  0mm4  C^^frmee,  1844. 

9n$  •.       .    Ai  six  o'clodk,  on  motioDi  tbe  Conference  adjoimed. 

The  chair  pronounced  the  benediction. 

tee  «.  THURSDAY  MORNING,  JUNE  6. 

The  Conference  met  at  half-past  eight  o'clock,  and  was' 
opened  with  appropriate  religious  exercises  by  brother 
She^erd.     Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair. 

Tne  journal  of  yesterday  aflemoon  was  read  tind 
approved:  .,    "  -~    -     .... 

Final  raport  of '      6.  Peck,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Slavery,  pre^ 
wk^^Sm^^  sented  a  report,  which  was  read  and  adopted.     It  reads  ai 
;   follows: — 

"The  Committee  on  Slavery  beg  leave  to  present  their 

final  report.     After  a  careful  examination  of  the  petitions 

and  memorials  committed  to  them  by  the  Conference, 

they  find  petitions  from  nine  Annual  Coniferences.     The 

remainder  are  from  the  people,  and  in  all  contain  ten 

thousand  signatures.     The  leading  topics  presented  in  the 

various  resolutions  are  as  follows  : 

**  First,  The  petitioners  pray  that  the  resolutions  on 

}     the  testimony  of  persons  of  colour,  passed  at  the  last  Gen- 

>     eral  Conference,  may  be  rescinded.  * 

'*  Second.  That  this  body  would  not  elect  a  lilaveholding 
Bishop. 

"  Third.   That  the   General  Conference    would  take 
.measures  entirely  to  separate  slavery  from  the  church. 
;        "  Upon  (hese  points  your  committee  deem  it  inexpedient 
for  the  General  Conference  to  take  any  action  further  than 
that  which  is  recommended  in  their  first  report. 

"  Your  committee  have  also  received  a  statement  of  the 
votes  from  several  of  the  Annual  Conferences  upon  the 
alterations  proposed  to  be  made  in  the  General  Rules  upon 
I  the  sul^ect  of  slavery.  No  evidence,  however,  has  as 
,  yet  reached  the  committee  that  a  constitutional  number  of 
votes  in  the  Annual  Conferences  has  been  obtained  to 
make  any  alterations  in  the  General  Rules  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery.     Respectfully  submitted, 

**  George  Pficx,  CAoirman.    - 
''/me  6,  1844." 


LW 


tht  The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools,  post- 
today-sciMMi  pQ^e^  yesterday  until  this  morning,  was  taken  up.  The 
first  resolution  was  amended,  by  striking  out  the  words, 
/*  approved  by  the  Book  Committee  upon  his  recommend- 
ation." The  resolution  as  amended  was  adopted.  W 
A*  Smith  moved  to  amend  the  ^6com^  resolution,  by  adding, 
'"^■-'i"  after  the  words  "our  church,"  "who  may  be  appointed 
by  the  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference."  On  motion  of  J. 
Porter,  the  amendment  and  resolution  were  laid  on  the 
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Bditbr. 


flmidifcy-Scbool 


taUf^-    The  thM^frnth^  aod  ffih  im^^%  yr%t%  piooi^ 

ed. '  The  report,  as  a  whole,  was  thea  a4opted.     Tli^ 
xesolutions  as  adopted  read  as  follows  :^- 

"  1.  Resolved,  That  there  shall  be,  at  New-York,  an  ig^-sebooi 
Editor  of  Sunday-School  Books  and  Tracts,  whose  duty 
it  shall  foe,  in  connection  wi^  the  Book  Agents,  to  super- 
iatend  all  such  publications  issued  at  our  Book  Room,  and 
to  have  charge  of  the  Sunday-School  Advocate  or  other 
Sunday-school  periodicals,  |ind  be  subject  to  the  same 
regulations  and  restrictions  which  govern  the  other  Editors 
in  New- York.  Section  8,  of  part  2  of  the  Discipline,  to  be 
60  amended  as  to  conform  to  the  above  resolution. 

'*  3.  Resolved,  That  the  second  answer  as  it  now  stands 
in  the  above  section  be  so  amended  as  to  add  to  it  the 
words  following :  '  And  it  is  recommended  that,  in  all 
cases  where  it  can  be  done,  our  Sunday  schoob  contfi- 
bnte  to  the  amount  of  at  least  one  cent  per  quarter  for  eaoh 
teacher  and  scholar.  One  half  of  the  amount  collected 
in  each  school  shall  he  appropriated  to  the  purchase  of 
tracts,  to  be  distributed  under  the  direction  of  the  preachers 
and  superintendents ;  and  the  other  half  shall  be  forwarded 
to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Sunday-School  Union  of  the  Me- 
thodist Episcopal  Church,  for  the  purposes  specified  in 
the  Constitution  of  said  Union/ 

'*  4.  Resolved,  That  the  Constitution  of  the  Sunday- 
School  Union  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  amended,  in  the  form  and  manner 
prayed  for  by  the  Union  in  their  memorial  to  the  Confer* 
ence. 

"5.  Resolved,  That  answer  6  to  question  2,  sectioa  ihriyofFiwM- 
5,  chapter  1,  part  1,  page  31  of  the  Discipline,  be  so    *"*■"«• 
amended  as  to  add  ^e  words  following :  '  and  to  report 
to  the  Annual  Conference  the  names  of  all  travelling 
preachers  within  his  district  who  shall  neglect  to  observe 
these  rules.' 

*'  Respectfully  submitted^        F.  Reed,  Chmrman* 

'' New-York,  May  22,  1844.''^  ^_^ 


Oonftttolioii  of 


J.  Early  asked  that  H.  B.  Bascom  have  leave  to  read  r^pitMri 
to  the  Conference  the  Protest  that  L.  Pierce  on  Saturday  {  the  miooittf^ 
gave  notice  would  be  presented  by  the  southern  delegates.  I,  g^^J^ 
When  the  reading  by  Dr.  Bascom  was  finished,,  the  chair  '  Andrews  cue 
depided  that  the  Protest  be  entered  upon  the  journal. 

M.  Simpson  oflfered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  | 
adopted: —  :  ( 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Conference  appoint  brothers  Olin,  fJ^SJ^"^ 
Durbin,  and  Hamline,  a  committee  to  prepare  a  statement /p^enattat*- 
of  the  fects  connected  with  the  proceedings  in  the  case/  Satohi^ 
.  of  Bishop  Andrew;  and  that  they  haye  liberty  to  exanniiMqi   diew^  o«m. 
'  the  Protest  just  presented  by  the  southern  Inretbren*''      (  ^ 

^  H  .  ^    " 
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A  motion  W8d  imdd,  utn  wnon  tre  adjotMiy  we  sujooni 
to  meet  a|am  at  halfrpost  three  o'clock :  earned. 
-     R.  Paine  aSked'Teare  for  the  committee  ^pointed 
N  yesterday  to  retire  and  hold,  their  aeeaioii :   leaytB  waa 

v'  gMtited.  **'      — •— *-  -> -— ^->^^ - 

\  B«|^^  C)("B-  '•  B.  ATFenJn  iiiored  to  take  tip  th«  report  of  die  Com- 
»Jtt»  «  Wt  mittee  Off  Itrnwancy,  No.  1.  G.  Baker  inored  to  kty  die 
itooti!os  on  the  tabie :  lost^  The  report  Was  iakeir  i^ 
The  fitsi  section  was  read,  and  A.  Wiley  mored  fo  amesd 
hy  striking  out  •*  sk,^  and  inserting  **  ei^t.**  The  moiioii 
to  amend  was  laid  on  the  table,  aid  .the  section  Was  adopt- 
ed. Second  section  waa  read.  A  motion  was  made  to 
iay  it  on  the  table,  which  was  lost.  N.  Rounds  moved 
to  amend  by  striking  ont  ^twelrey^and  inserting  ^'^leen.*' 
'W.  W.  Ninde  moved  the  previous  question,  which  being 
^Qstahied,  the  amendment  arid  section  were  adopte£ 
Third  section  reid.  I.  Tl  Cooper  moved'  to  amend  by 
bidding,  after  the  words,  <*>the  satme  city^''  **hichidittg  Pte- 
flidiAg  Elders,^  ^J.  8.  Porter  n^oved  to  lay  the  a^iei^ent 
On  the  t&ble:  carried.  A.  Wood  moved  the  previous 
question,  which  being  sustained,  thequesition  was  adt^lted. 
The  resdutions  accompanying  the  report  were  taken  up. 
The^^  and  second  resmutions  were  adopted.  The  third 
resolution,  on  motion  of  A.  Wood,  was  hid  cm  the  table. 
The  fourth  resolution  was  read.  W.  Murrah  moved  to 
ttftend  by  adding;  after  the  word  ^*  work,**  "  and  die  fre- 
qnent  transfer  of  preachers  from  Conference  to  Confer- 
ence.*^ On  motion  the  session  was  extended  to  finish  the 
resolution  under  consideration.  A  motion  was  maifo  to 
i^bum,  which  was  lost.  On  motion,  the  amendment  of 
W.  Murrah  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  resolution 
Adopted.  The  report  was  ^en  acfopted,  and  read»  as  M" 
tews  :— 
^^SfS»oSa&  *Tb€^  Committee  on  Itineraney  beg  leavd  lo  snbmit,  in 
part,  the  following  report.  They  have  had  under  particu- 
lar consideration  that  portioii  of  the  Address  of  onr  vene- 
rated Bishops  which  was  referred  to  them;  and  they  have 
bestowed  upon  the  several  facts  relating  to  our  itineirant 
atione  that  attention  which  their  limited  time  wtkdd 


^*  Your  comraifte^  are  of  opinion  that  no  fbature  in  ^ 
whole  system  of  our  beloved  Methodism  is  of  more  vital 
importance  than  aii  itinerant  plan ;  and  they  deprecati^  the 
islightesc  hmovafion  iq>on  that  system  which  under  6od 
has  already  accomplished  so  much  good  in  the  earth,  and 
Which  has  in  so  extraordinary  a  manner  ireeeived  the  sanc- 
iSoA  ef  the  great  Head  of  the  church.  After  a  survey  of 
tM  wh<A&  ground,  your  committee  entertain  fears  that,  in 
idme  instances,  there  are  strong  indications  of  a  depiirture 
from  the  spint  and  practice  of  our  fishers  ^  and  they  conem 
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(dotted  to  flip^reftt  di9  ifievomag  tendeooy  te.  toaadon  k  '^JISSV&SSS^ 
gw  tn;r0lliiig  attiiisten.    In.  order  \»  this;  they  sitoiV*^  ^  <mm^ 

*'i!'ir|tiTh«ldiecd|oeiirPi<eeidipgBl£fcmii8ibe]^  '"^ 
<^r?ed  noe^diag  to  its  onginai  design^  and  it)  4l]i  ^ks 
farimitiye  etfeiea^y.  To  e&et  liue,  it  is  impovtaQt  tk«t 
liie  Kshoi|NS  be  eavefiil  to  appoint  to  thb  office  effective 
4MEid  M»onOB9  Qien--'i9eii  who  will  wp^  lh€  i^ptt  with 
MOeptahiM^  oad  Qiefidnestf^  and  who,  moreorery  wiU  take 
the  lead  at  the  altar  and  in  the  prayer  meefttngs  |  and,  aa 
tHDO  ma^  adini^  in  pa^toml  naita«ioot>  ako^  devotiag  tfaem- 
eelres  to  the  edificatifO*  d(  the  ehureh^  and  tho  coayiBmiocL 
of  aioacwi.  ik  PresidftBg  Elder  should  not  be  a  sHpesBNi- 
merary,  or  a  mere  business  man,  who,  however  well  he 
May  iXL  the  ehak  in  tho  Quarterly  CmSetefO!^^  mr  delfvdr 
IB  his  fiying  yisiks  an  oceasiobal  serAoti  or  leetur^^  f»itit 
jaot  take  the  l0ad  in  the  tnoie  important  reUgious  eji^oisdi 
appropriated  to  a  Quafterly  Meeting  oocanon.  He  should 
be  aiblo  and  wilUng,  ordiaatily,  to  spend  sevecal  d«ys»  say 
Salinrday,  Sunday^  and  Monday,  in  hi9  quarterly  yisite- 
ItoQS,  at  each  appointm^qt,  aasistittg  and  taking  a  psomi** 
90t)t  part  }A  those  pmtraoted  efforts  for  the  salvatkm  of  soida 
so  common  in  every  section  of  the  country,  and  so  ahuar 
deady  blessed  by  the  great  Heiad  Of  die  ehurek  if  this 
eourse  were  puraued,  it  would  supersede,  ia  a  great  de»- 
gtee,  the  necessity  of  calling  preaehers  frona  thmr  appoifit- . 
ad  fields  of  labour,  to  aid  brethren,  neaar  or  remote,  la 
holding  Protracted  Meetings*  Each  Qaarterly  Meetii^ 
would  be  a  Protra<cted  Meetmg;  and  the  Preaiding  £ld^ 
eould  usually  affovd  all  the  ministerial  help  necessary  upcnn 
the  occasion.  To  say  nothing  of  his  business  duties,  can 
any  man  be  more  profitably  employed  than  in  assisting  hii 
brethren,  by  turn,  in  their  extra  labours  for  the  conversion 
of  souls?  But  it  is  evident  that  this  course  oanitot  bo 
.{mrsued,  unless  the  districts  are  so  Iknitedia  tho  ntui^er 
of  iheir  appointments  as  to  aU^w  a  Presiding  Elder  jto 
spend  a  Sabbath  at  each  Quarterly  Meeting.  To  this  i^ 
nny  h^  objected^  that  the  districts  would  then  be.  too  smaU 
DO  yield  ad  adequate  S¥q)port  to  the  Presiding  Elder.  But 
wo  think,  first,  that  the  different  obargea  receiving  a  greater 
amount  of  his  services  would  be  willing  to  compensate 
him  accordingly,  and  would  probably  feel  less  the  burden 
of  \aM  support  than  upon  the  other  plsai  which  obtlAns  141 
•ome  seictious  of  the  work. 

'^  Second.  We  think  that,  except  in  some  very  pcQuUi^^ 
cases,  no  pottioii  of  the  work  ought  tO.he  pijpiazed  into 
a  district  station,  mrless  it  i^  able  to  support  a  preacher 
with  a  family,  and  pay  its  proportion,  say  one-twelfth,  of 
ike  Presidi^.BUifff's  efaaiiis.  If  thjs^  were..|idefled  ds  a 
rule,  it  would  serve  as  a  ciieck  upon  tkO-  lel^eiiid|r>tO  di- 


116  JmMud  qf€h9md  CoMfirmue^  1M4 

^  y^  i^de  circmts,  sod  esuAlfsli  Btstioiis  lumeceisaiflf .  W^ 
^IKSb*Con&  donfot  such  divisions  are  fVeqnently  |>roper  asd  betieilcial, 
bat  diey  are  ^so  very  often  unneGesaary  and  injvftiova. 
Some  rale  of  action  ought  to  be  given  to  ih^  Biabopa,  br 
which  they  may  be  able  to  reeist  the  impoitanitiea  win 
which  they  are  pressed  upon  this  subject,  known  as  it  is 
that  the  matter  is  solely  at  their  own  disposal.  We  aie 
persuaded  that  they  would  feel  it  to  be  a  relief  to  be  dius 
Oirected  by  the  General  Conference,  and  we  d6  therefors 
so  recommend. 

^  The  committee  pn^pose,  therefore,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  out  the  suggestions  of  the  Episcopal,  the  fd^ 
lowmg  alterations  and  amendments  in  the  Discij^ne, 
vi2.:— 

**  1.  On  page  31,  chapter  1,  section  5,  questioii  4,  let 
the  answer  read  thus :  *  From  any  term  not  exceeding 
four  years  successively :  after  which  he  shall  not  be  ap- 
p<Hnted  to  the  same  district  for  six  years.* 

^'  2.  We  also  recommend  thefollowing  amendment :  Page 
158,  part  3,  sec.  1,  let  the  answer  to  question  2  read  thus: 
'  According  to  the  judgment  of  the  Bishops ;  provided, 
that  no  district  shall  contain  more  than  fifteen  appoint- 
ments.* 

^  3.  Also  page  27,  chap.  1,  sec.  4,  in  the  answer  to  ques- 
tion 3,  in  the  seventeenth  line  from  the  top,  immediately 
after  the  words,  *  not  under  our  ciure^'  let  the  following  be 
inserted:  'Provided,  that  with  the  exceptions  above- 
named,  he  shall  not  continue  a  preacher  in  the  same 
appointment  more  than  two  years  in  six ;  nor  in  the  same 
city-  more  than  four  years  in  succession ;  nor  return  to  if, 
after  such  term  of  service,  till  he  shall  have  been  absent 
fimr  years.' " 

In  connection  with  the  above,  your  committee  would 
submit  for  adoption  the  following  resolutions : — 
•    '^  1.  Resolved,  That  we  have  increasing  confidence  ift 
&e  adaptation  c^  our  itinerant  economy  to  the  wo#k  of 
spreading  the  gospel  of  Christ. 

'*2.  Resolv^,  in  the  judgment  of  this  Conference, 
That  it  is  the  solemn  duty  of  our  Bishops  in  the  appctini- 
ment  of  the  preachers  to  their  various  fields  of  labour,  to 
see  that  the  spirit  of  our  economy  is  fully  carried  out 

^  4.  Resdved,  That  we  regard  a  frequent  chaA^e  of 
<Our  ministers  to  different  sections  of  the  work  as  highly 
important  to  the  common  interests  of  our  beloved  Metho- 
dism. 

''  AH  which  is  respectftdly  submitted, 

"J.  B.  M'Fs&RiN,  Chahrmdn.^ 

On  motion.  Conference  adjourned  with  the  benediction 
hy^  bvother  Griffith. 


Jkitfnal  if  €fenervl  C&njlirmlo$i  IMA.  Ill  ^ 

THURSDAY  AFTERNOON,  JUNE  6^  *«••• 

Conference  met  at  half*pa8t  tbree  o'clock,  And  wa? 
opened  in  the  usual  jtnanner  by  brother  J.  O.  Paiker 
Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair. 

The  jonrnal  of  die  nyoming  was  read  and  approved. 

W:  H.  Raper  presented  a  report,  No.  7,  of  die  Com-  ito*c«n«ii- 
mittee  on  the  Book  Concern,  which  was  read.    On  mo-    110.7/'**^* 
lion,  the  fifteenth  rule  was  suspended,  to  :take  op  andi.act 
on  the  repoit  ;,The  resolution  was  adopted^  and  reads  n$ 
^Uowsi-^   .  '.   . 

''Resolred,  That  paragraph  13,  section  8,  part  2,  of  ''^'^^  ^ 
Discipline,  be  stricken  out,  and  the  following  inserted  in    ■hMti    .  !»•- 
in  its  place  :  *  Printed  sheets  ordered  by  the  Agents  fsom    Y!S^w9?Sh 
New-York  shaJi  be  sent  at  fifly  per  cant.,  a^d  bound    dmutt. 
Jbooks,  of  the  General  Catidogae  at  forty  per  cent.,  dis- 
count from  the  retail  prices ;  and  those  ordered  from  Cinr 
>cinnati  to  New-York  to  be  sent  on  the  same  terms,  the 
agency  sending  the  books  to  be  dMurged  with  the  expense 
/pf  transportatiofu' " 

L.  Scott  presented  the  following: —  ,   L*  *eoMft  b»- 

.  **  Whereas  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  do  not  find  it   %^^  *'*^ 
practicable  to  report  ithe  xuimber  of  Biahopa  necessary  ^ 
be  elected  at  this  Conference ;  and  whereas  the  report  of 
(i^d  committee  is  not  essential  to  the  action  of  the  Con- 
/erence  in  the  premises;  therefore, 

*'  Resolved,  That  this  Conference  elect  two  a^tioaal 
Bishops,  and  that  to-monow  (Fiiday)  at  ten  o'clock,  be  ; 

fcced  as  the  time  for  electing  said  Bishof»s,  and  the  other 
jgeneral  officers  of  the  church." 

*  J,  £arly,having  sppken  fifteen  minutes.  Conference,  on  Laid   <»   *» 
jpotion,  granted  him  leave  to  conclude  his  remarks.    He    **"*  **  *** 
moved  to  lay  the  resoli^on  on  the  table  for  the  present^ 
to  liear  a  communication  from  the  Bishops,  whidbLviP^aB 

rifid. 


tiop  Soule  presented  the  follovriog  communication  i-^ 


**Riv.  Airp  Dear  ftRKTHREN, — As  the  ca^  of  Bishop  l^^Snw^  * 

Andrew  unavoidably  involves  t^e  future  acUan  of  the  Su^  \ 

perintendents,  which,  In  their  judgment,  in  the  preset:^  > 

positiou  of  the  Bishop,  they  tiave  no  discretion  to  decide 

'upon;  they  respectfully  request  of  this  General  Confer-    i 

^ence  o^cta/  instruction,  in  answer  to  the  jGollpWing  ques-     j 

f'ons: —  •'    .        '       ■  ,     ' 

*^1.  Shall  Bishop  Andrew's  name  remain  as  it  now 
'lands  ia  t£e  Minutes,  Ifymn-book,  and  DiscipUtae^  pir 
\all  it  be  strudt  ofi*  of  these  official  records  ? 
'2.  How  shall. the>  Bish^  obtain  Ms  support?    As 


^«"  ■  Jf^^Tr^  ^f  nPWW^'*  F^^^fV^^t-'^^Biw 


•^■^^  i    psoTided  for  in  the  form  of  Dbciplipe,  or  in  f^naae 

■;   way!        '  ■         •  '  -•  ' 

\     ^ 3,  WYm  worlL,|f  mji mtr  ih» Bift^ip p^ff^KP^;  fnd 

;  l|ow  ^all  )ie  b^  »pjppim«4  to  I^p  wark  ? 

^'i09OT4S0irXiff^ 

"  £i4JAa  IlKpinxrat 

J.  T.  Mitchell  ofiored  dM  IbllvwiiigTesoiiitioiM.in  |6ph^ 
;  to  ^  oeveral  inqniries  of  ihe  SupehntendeBte  >— 
^jy  ^   •       "1.  Resolved,  As  the  sense  of  this  Coi|fereneey  -Aat 
^^  '  Kriiop  An^W^  A«ne  stand  in  the  MinnteSy  jKjrmn-bopk^ 

«nd  E^scipline,  as  fonnerly. 

^  2.  Resdved,  That  the  rale  in  telation  to  the  support 
'  ef  a  Bishop^  and  his  family,  applies  to  Bishop  Andrew. 
*  '^  3.  Resolved,  That  whether  in  any,  and  if  any,  in  what 
woik,  Bishop  Andrew  be  employed,  is  to  be  determined 
by  his  own  decision  and  action,  in  rdiation  to  the  previona 
action  of  this  ConfiMPence  in  his  case.'' 

D.  B.  Randall  offered  an  amendment,  which  was  laif  on 
V  '  ^      die  table. 

\  V  The  yeSs  and  nays  were  (^ered.     Daring  the  caff,  J. 

\  O.  Dow,  P.  O.  Hibbard,  and  O.  Smith,  asked'  to  be  ex> 

cnsed  from  TOting.    Conference  refused  to  excuse  them. 

l^e  first  resolndon  was  adopted — ayes  155,  noes  17. 

The  following  are  <he  names  of  those  whp  voted  jn  Ae   ; 
Irifemative  J— 

N.  Baim,  P.  Rice,  C.  W.  Carpenter,  O.  Peck,  J.  B.  . 
Straltoi,  P.  P.  Sandferd,  f .  Reed,  8.  D.  Pergoaon,  0. 
Martindale,  M.  Richardson,  D.  S.  King,  G.  Pickering,  L  , 
Porter,*  M.  Hill,  D..  B.  Randall,  J»  Ho^art,  E.  Scott,  J. 
Perkins,  T.  Seymour,  J.  M.  Wever,  J.  Cevel,  T.  8picer» 
B.  Coleman,  J.  B.  Hbughtaling,  J.  T.  Peck,  A.  D.  Peck, 
A.  Adams,  G.  Baker,  W.  W.  Ninde,  J.  M.  Snyder,  S. 
Comfort,  N.  Rounds,  D,  A.  Shepherd,  H,  I^,  Row,  B. 
Bo#en,  D.  Hefanes,  G.  Fihnore,  8.  Lnckey,  A.  Steele,  ( 
A.  Abell,  W.  Hosmer,  J.  B.  Alverson,  J.  S.  Stoadman,  J. ; 
Bain,  G.  W.  Clmrk,  I.  RoWnseb,  T.  Goodwin,  W.  Hun* 
tor,  H.  J.  QlzA,  S.  Elliott,  S.  Wakefield,  J.  Drummond, 
q.  Elliptt,  W.  H.  Baper,  J.  M.  Trimble,  X  B.  FinJey,  I,.  . 
li.  Hamline,  Z-  Cpnnell,  J.  H.  Power,  A-  Poe,  £.  Tocuniy  i 
W.  Runnells,  G.  Smith,  E.  Crane,  A.  BiOinin,  J.  Baugh-  > 
mail,  M.  Simpson,  A.  ^iley,  E.  R.  Ames,  J.  Miller,  C.  1 
W.  Rutejr,  A.  Wood,  A,  Eddy,  J.  Havens,  B.  Weed,  H.  / 
W.  Reed,  J.  T.  Mitchell,  P.  Akers,  P.  Cartwright^  J,  | 
^tamper,  J.  Yancleve,.N,  6.  B^rnrman^  W.  W.  Redman,  I 
J,  C,  Berryman,  J.  M,  Jameson,  II.  B,  Bascpm^  W.  Qo — 
iB.  H.  Kavanaugh,  E.  Stevenson,  B.  T.  Cxouch»  G. 

^  Esrsnid  Us  vete  nsit  da|e. 


Bnttb,  E»  F,  S«Ti«r,  &  Piittoii,  T.  Stiui|fteUi,  B.  Pam^  /  ^^ 
,  J.  B,  MTerrin,  A.  t.  J*.  Green,  T.  MMden,  G.  W/l£  / 
j  Harm,  S.  S,  Moody,  W.  MTtfahan,  T,  Joyner,  S.  G^  / 
\  Parker,  W.  P.  RatcUffe,  A.  Huoter,  U  Fowl«r,  J.  CUrk,  I 
,  W.  Winww,  B.  M.  Drake,  J.  Lan^,  G.  M»  Rogers,  W^  ' 
Murrah,  J«  Boring,  G.  Garrett,  J.  Hanjlton,  L.  Pieiccjp  • 
G.  P.  Pierce,  W,  /.  Parka,  J.  W,  Gl«nn^  J.  E.  Evan*,  A^ 
B.  Longstreei,  W«  M.  Wightman,  G.  Bette,  S.  Biinwod^ 
1  H.  A.  C.  Walker,  f.  Jameson.  P.  Doub,  B.  T.  Blake,  X 
\  Early,  L.  M.  Lee,  W.  A.  Smith,  T.  Crov^er,  H.  SUcex, 
I  A.  GriflKh,  J.  Bear,  N.  J.  B.  Morgan,  C.  B.  Tim)ett,  T, 
/  B.  Sargent,  J.  A.  Collins,  J.  Dans^  J.  A.  Gere,  G.  HUd^ 
/   J.  P.  Durbin,  T.  J.  Thompson,  H.  White,  L  T.  Cooper^ 
L.  Scott,  W.  Cooper,  L  Winner,  J.  S.  Porter,  J.  K.  SlS^w,  : 
T;  Neai,  T.  Sovereign— 1 55.  j 

The  following  are  the  names  of  those  who  voted  in  ibkp  j 
negative: —  ,'..,.. 

J.  Lovejoy,  P.  Upham,  S,  Benton,  P.  Townsend^  J, '  "gf-JUJj 
Porter,  (see  page  118,)  P.  Crandall,  C.  Adams,  E.  Bobii^!  **«•■***• 
.    son,  C.  W.  Morse,  H.  Nickerson,  G.  Webber,  S.  Kell^' 
J.  G.  Dow,  J.  Spaulding,  C,  D.  Cahoon,  W.  D.  Casa»  X  - 
Spencer,  B.  Boyd-^l  7. 

A  motion  tp  adjonra  was  made  and  lost 
The  second  resolution  was  read,  and  the  yeas  and  fiays 
'  were  ordered.    Daring  the  call,  £.  Robinson  objected  to 
'  being  compelled  to  vote.    A  motion  was  made  to  pxcose 
,Iiim,  but  was  lost.     P.  G.  Hibbard  and  J.  jSpauIdi^g  aske^  ^ 
to  be  excused  from  roting.    Conference  refused  to  excus^  | 
'them.  > 

,     The  resolution  was  adopted— yeas  152|  nays   14^  as  I 
;  follows : — 

Yeas— N.  B^ngs,  P.  Rice,  C  W.  Carpenter,  G.  Pecl^  ^JH^J^^Jf^ 
J.  B.  Stratten^  P.  P.  Sandford,  P.  Reed,  S.  D.  Ferguson,  .^SS^Snni 
S.  MartindaJe,  M.  Richardson,  F.  Upham,  S.  Benton,  1%   '^Jj^jf "" 
,  Townsend,  J.  Porter,  D.  S.  King,  P.  Crandall,  C.  Adaps,    t 
,  G.  Pickering,  J.  Hobart,  H.  Nickerson,  G.  Webber,. &    l 
Scott,  J.  Perkins,  T,  Seymour,  i,  Covel,  T.  Spicer,  5. 
Coleman,  J.B.  Houghtaling,  J.  T.  Pack,  A.  D»  Peck*  Ar 
:  Adams,  G.  Baker,  W.  W.  Ninde,  J.  M<  Snyder,  Si  Com- 
fort, D.  A.  Shepherd,  H.  P,  Row,  E-  Bbwen,  G.  Pilmore* 
S.  Luckey,  A.  Steele,  A-  Abell,  W.  Hosmer,  J.  B,  Alverr 
;  eon,  J.  S.  Steadman,  J.  Bun,  J.  Robinson,  W.  Huntei^ 
i  H.  J.dayk,  S.  Wakefield,  C.  Elliott,  W.  H.  Baper,  J.  M. 

Trimble,  J.  B.  Pinley,  L.  L.  Hamline,  Z.  Connell,  h  %    i 
j  Power,  A.  Poe,  E.  Yocum,  W.  Runnells,  6*  Smith,  ^  / 
!  Crane,  A.  Billings,  J.  Baughman,  M.  Simpson,  A.  Wlley^  / 
;  E.  H,  Ames,  J.  Miller,  C.  W.  Ruter,  A.  Wood,  A.  Eddy,  ; 
J.  Havens,  B.  Weed,  J.  Sinclair,  P,  Akers,  J.  Stanq>e|^  ■ 
N.  6.  Benyman,  W.  W.  Redman,  J.  C.  Berryman,  J.  M* , 
Jameson,  H.  B.  Bascom,  W.  ^uan,  H.  |I.  Kavanaugh,  S» 
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tStlBvensoti,  B.  T.  Crouck,  6.  W.  Brusli,  E.  F.  Sevier,  ST. 
Patton,  T.  Striiuffield;  R.  Paine,  J.  B.  BfFemn,  A.  L.  F. 
Greeu,.T.  Madden,. G.  W.  D.  Harris,  S.  S.  Mdody,  W. 
BTMahan,  T.  loyner,  J.  C.  Parker,  W.  P,  Raiclifie,  A. 
Huflter,  L.  Fowter,  J.  dark,  W.  Winans,  B.  M.  Diake, 
f.  Lane,  6.  M.  Rogers,  W.  ll^urrah,  J.  Boring,  G.  Garrett, 
f.  Hamilton,  L.  Pierce,  G.  F.  Pierce,  W,  J.  Parks,  J,  W. 
Glenn,  J.  E.  Evans,  A.  B.  Longstreet^  W.  Capers,  W.  M. 
Wightman,  C.  Betu,  S.  Dunwody,  H.  A.  C.  Walkor,  J. 
Jameson,  P.  Doub,  B.  T.  Blake,  J.  Early,  L.  M.  L6e,  W. 
A.  Smith,  T.  Crowder,  H.  Slicer,  A.  Griffith,  J.  Bear,  N. 
J.  B.  Morgan,  C.  B.  Tippett,  T.  B.  Sargent,  J.  A.  Coir 
Kns,  J.  Davis,  J.  A.  Gere,  G.  Hildt,  J.  P.  Durbin,  T.  J. 
Thompson,  H.  White,  I.  T.  Cooper,  L.  Scott,  W.  Copper, 
I.  Winner,  J.  S.  Porter,  J.  K.  Shaw,  T.  Neal,  T.  Sore- 
reign — 152. 
--..-.X  Nats— J.  Lovejoy,  M.  Hill,  E.  Robinson,  D.  B.  Ran- 
"*T  dall,  C.  W.  Morse,  S.  Kelly,  J.  Spanlding,  C.  D.  Cahoon, 
W.  D.  Cass,  D.  Holmes,  J.  Spencer,  S.  Elliott,  R.  Boyd, 
I*  Dmmmond— 14. 
A  motion  to  adjourn  was  made  and  lost. 
The  third  resolution  was  read.  J.  T.  Peck  offered  a 
substitute,  which,  on  motion  of  J.  S.  Porter,  was  laid  on 
the  table.  17.  Slicer  offered  a  substitute,  which,  on  nio- 
tion  of  T.  Crowder,  was  laid  on  the  table.    J.  A.  Collins 

I .  offered  a  substitute,  which,  on  motion  of  J.  T.  Peck,  was 
ld.d  on  the  table.    T,  Crowder  moved  the  previous  ques- 

*     tibn,  which  prevailed.     The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered, 

':     and  the  vote  taken. 

i         D.  B.  Ratkdall,  who  voted  in  the  negative,  dsked  and 

'^  obtained  leave  to  change  bis  vote,  not  having  understood 
the  question  ;  being  sick  and  obliged  to  be  absent  during 
apart  of  the  discussion.  He  then  voted  in  the  affirkna- 
tive. 

,The  resolution  was  adopted — ayes  103,  noes  67;  as 
fldlows : — 

Ybas — ^N.  Bangs,  P.  Rice,  *G.  Peck,  J.  B.  Stratten. 
P.  P,  Sandford,  F.Reed,.S.  D.  Ferguson,  S.  Martindale, 
M.  Richardson,  J.  Lovejoy,  F.  Upham,  S.  Benton, ,  P. 
Townsend,  J.  Porter,  D.  S.  King,  P.,Crandall,  C.  Ad%ms, 
G.  Pipkering,  M.  Hill,  E.  Robinson,  D.  B.  Randall,  C. 
W.  Morse,  J,  Hobart,  H.  Nickerson,  G.  Webber.  E. 
Scott,  S.  Chambetlin,  S.  Kelly,  J.  Perkins,  J.  Spaulding, 
C.  D.  Cahoon,  W.  D.  Cass,  T.  Seymour,  J.  Covel^  T. 
Spicer,  S.  Coleman,  J.  B.  Houghtaliag,  J.  T.  Peck,  A.  D. 
Peck,  A.  Adams,  G.  Baker,  W.  W.  Ninde,  J.  M.  Snyder, 

5.  Comfort,  N.  Rounds,  D.  A.  Shepherd,  H.  F.  Row,  .E. 
Bowen,  D.  Holmes,  G.  Filmore,  S.  Luckey,  A.  Steele,  F. 

6.  Hibbard,  A.  Abell,  W.  Hoamer,  J.  B.  Alverson,  J.  S- 
Steadman,  J.  Bain,  G.  W.  Clarke,  Jf.  Robinison,  T.  Good-  ' 
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wi^,  W.  Hunter,  H.  J.  Clark,  J.  Spencer,  S.  Elliott,  S.       ^'•• 
mlefield,  J  Druhimond,  C.  Elliott,  W.  H.  Raper,  J.  M. 
*mmble,  J.  B.  Finley,  L.  L.  Hamlind,  Z.  Connell,  J.  H. 
j^ower,  A.  Poe,  £.  Yocum,  W.  Rimnells,  £.  Crane,  A.         j 
jBillings,  J.  A.  Baughman,  M.  Simpson,  A.  Wiley,  £.  R.        / 
/Ames,  J.  Miller,  C.  W.  Ruter,  A,  Wood,  'A.  E^dy,  J.       / 
Harens,  B.  Weed,  H.  W.  Reed,  J.  T.  Mitchell,  P.  Aken,   .-  f 
-  P.  Cartttrright,  A.  GrifBth,  J.  Bear,  N.  J.  B.  Morgan,  J.      /  . 

A.  Collins,  J.  Davis,  J.  P.  Durbin,  L.  Scott,  I.  Winner,     . 
J.  S.  Porter,  J.  K.  Shaw— 103. 

Nats— C.  W.   Carpenter,  J.  G,  Dow,  R.  Boyd,  G,  ^JJU 
Smith,  J.  Stamper,  J.  Vancleve,  N,  G.  Berryman,  W.  W.    ttou. 
Redman,  J.  C.  Benyman,  J.  M.  Jameson,  H.  B.  Basipom, 
W.  Gunn,  H.  H.  Kavanaugh,  E.  Stevenson,  B.  T.  Crouch, 
G.  B.  Brush,  E.  F.  Sevier,  S.  Patton,  T.  Stringfield,  ft.     ' 
Paine,  J.  B.  MTerrin,  A.  L.  P.  Green,  T.  Madden,  G.  W. 
D.  Harris,  S-  S.  Moody,  W.  M'Mahan,  T.  Joyner,  J.  C.    - 
Parker,  W.  P.  Ratclifie,  A.  Hunter,  L.  Fowler,  W.  Winans, 

B.  M.  Drake,  J.  Lane,  G.  M.  Rogers,  W.  Murrah,  J.  Bo- 
ring, G,  Garrett,  J.  Hamilton,  L.  Pierce,  G.  F.  Pierce,  W, 
J.  Parks,  J.  W.  Glenn,  J.  E.  Evans,  A.  B.  Longstreet,  W. 
Capers,  W.  M.  Wightmin,  C.  Betts,  S.  Dunwody,  H.  A. 

C.  Walker,  P.  Doub,  B.  T.  Blake,  J.  Early,  L.  M.  Lee, 
W.  A.  Smith,  T.  Crowder,  H.  Slicer,  C.  B.  Tippett,  T. 
B.  Sargent,  J.  A.  Gere,  G.  Hildt,  T.  J.  Thompson,  H. 
White,  L  T.  Cooper,  W.  Cooper,  T.  Neal,  T.  Sovereign 
— 67.  .,  •.    ^ 

.    A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  which  did  not  prevlail. 
On  motion  of  L.  Scott,  Conference  took  up  the  resolu« 
tion  laid  on  the  table  this  afternoon  for  the  purpose  of  re* 
eeiving  a  communication  from  the  Bishops.     T.  Crowder  • 

moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table :  lost.  E .  Robinson 
moved  the  previous  question,  which  was  not  sustained. 
A  motion  was  made  by  J.  A.  Collins  to  adjourn,  which 
prevailed,  and  the  Conference  adjourned  with  the  benedic- 
tion by  Bishop  Morris. 

FRIDAY  MORNING,  JUNE  7.  ^J-- 

Conference  met  at  half-past  eight  o'clock,  and  was 
opened  with  appropriate  religious  exercises  by  brother 
Finley.     Bishop  Soule  in  the  chair. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  corrected. 

J,  Porter,  on  leave,  changed  his  vote  on  the  first  reso<^ 
lution  to  nay. 

The  Committee  on  Episcopacy  presented  their  final  re- 
port, which  was  adopted,  and  reads  as  follows : — 

"  The  Committee  on  Episcopacy  beg  leave  to  repojrt  Fbud 
finally :  That  owing  to  the  want  of  time  and  opportunity  "^ 
io  come  to  a  conclusion  as  to  the  addition  which  shoula 


BpiMop«C7. 


i^7'  bt  made  lo  •trengthen  the  E^^eopecyi  die  coaifluttee  Ii^t^ 
il9t  arrired  at  any  conclnaion,  aod  tbereCbie  aai  to  be 
ideased  from  any  further  action  on  the  subject  referred 
t9  them. 

"  Robert  Faikb,  CWnwan.** 
**  • 
CjgB^^of      R.  Paine,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  oft^ine  on  iki 
iMv«to.iit  Id  declaration  of  the  members  from  the  alavehQlding  states, 
"  ~      asked  for  and  obtained  leaTQ  to  retire  and  sit  during  tlie 
Conference. 

J*  Early»  in  behalf  of  the  southern  delegation,  aaiked 
that  A.  6.  Longstreet  be  added  to  the  Committee  of  Nine* 
On  motion,  Conference  refused  to  ^ant  the  request. 

The  delegates  reported  the  fouowing  persons  as  tbe 
Gommittee  to  collect  materials  for  the  history  of  the  Me^ 


CaoL  hoan. 


SrMOTre  m^  thodlst  Episcopal  Church,  and  memoirs  q{  the  Bishops 
MaS  tot  u*-  and  other  ministers : — 

aRid!^*i.**  iViw-rorifc—N.  Bangs.  PrwtVfonc*— B.Otheman.  Nevh 
England — D.  S.  King.  Maine^^M.  Hill.  New-Hamp^ 
shire— E.  Scott.  Vermont— J.  G.  Dow.  Troy— Tobia? 
Smcer.  Black  Rwer— W.  W.  Ninde.  Oneida— IX 
STolmes,  Jr.  Genesee — Israel  Chamberlayne.  Pittsburg 
—J.  L,  Reed.  Ohio— J.  B.  Finley.  North  OAm>— Adam 
Poe.  Miehigan — ^A. Billings.  Indiana — A.Wiley,  North 
Indiana — M.  Simpson.  Black  River — B.  T.  Kavanaugh^ 
/(WOO— H.  W.  Reed.  Erie—T.  Goodwin,  Illinois— J, 
Vancleve.  Missouri — ^W.  W.  Redman.  Indian  Mission 
Cof^erence^-^J.  C.  Berryman.  Kentucky — H.  B.  Bascom. 
HoUton—T).  R.  ATAnnally.  Tennessee— k,  L.  P.  Gre^n. 
Memphis — W.  M'Mahan.  Arkansas — J.  Harrell.  EmX 
TcoMs — ^L.  Fowler.  West  Texas — C.  Richardson.  Mis' 
sissywi--^B»  M.  Drake.  Alahctma — fi.  Heam.  Georgia — 
G.  F;  Pierce.  Florida — ^T.  C.  Benning.  South  Caroling 
— W.  M.  Wightman.  North  Carolina— B.  T.  Blake. 
Tirginia — L.  M.  Lee.  BaUimore — R.  Emory.  PhUadel- 
pUa—h.  Scott.     New-Jersey — ^J.  S.  Porter. 

S.  Luckey  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 

adopted : — 

"dSfffrpS      "Resolved,  That  that  portion  of  the  journal  creating 

odtef)s,'*e.      ^e  committee  |ust  announced  be  printed  in  a  circular  &xfm 

with  the  names  of  the  committee'  and  the  Conferences  to 

which  they  belong  respectively,  and  forwarded  to  them, 

and  that  it  be  published  once  a  quarter  for  two  successive 

years  in  the  newspaper  periodicals  of  our  church." 

L.  sedMAi  rm-      The  order  of  the  day  (L.  Scott's  resolution  yesterday) 

^°^g^,^JJ2E  was  taken  up.      P.  Crandall  moved  to  amend  by  strikjmg 

aad  adofitd.     out  "  to-morrow,"  and  inserting  "  to-day  :*'  admitted  by  the 

mover.    B.  Weed  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  **  ten 

,  o'clock,"  and  inserting  "  half-past  three  o'clock  this  after* 

^   ^oon."    W.  Winans  moved  Uie  previous  questio/i,  whic^ 
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eobrand  tMti^ 


^  the  iMpeadm^  aiid  refoljotm 

irPn)auiH>nd  npvea  to  take  up  i£e  rejpon>  No.  Ip  of 
Vke  Comooiittee  onSUveiy*  Jk.  n^oUoo  to  lay  &e  r^iolo- 
.tioii  on  Hie  ^U  wa*  loa^.  T^e  ?ejport  waa  taken  up.  j. 
Ithrumipoad  move^  tbe  prfvipiia  qq^atioQ,  whieli  wttfi  ana- 
VKajned,  On  ^otipn  Co^fexepce  ordejred  the  yeaa  and  najrf , 
Vhicb  baingtaken, die  reaolotion  waa  a4optad-^yaa  114^ 
noes  40r     Tha  rflfnt^  reada  as  foljLows  :-^  _^^^^^       -^ 

'The  Committee  oa  Slavery,  after  dua  deliheration,^ 
beg  lear^  to  pr^aeut  the  foHowmg  reaolutioo  to  the  Gfen- 
^rsd  Conference  for  adoption,  ae  uieir  report  in  part; 

"  iRjesolv^df  That  tbe  resolutions  passed  at  thi^  last  Gm> 
eial  Conference^  of  1840,  on  the  subject  of  the  testimoxiy 
of  coloured  persons  in  chureb  trials,  be  and  tbe  same  arp 
hereby  reacindi^^^ 

'^  R^apectfulljr  anbmitted, 

*<6£0|tG$  Pbck,  Chairman  J* 

Teas— N.  Bangs,  P.  Rice,  C.  W.  Caipenter,  G.  Peck,  ^SS^  £ 
J.  B.  Stratten,  P.  P.  Sandford^  F,  Reed,  S.  D.  Ferguson,    ST* 
S.  Martindale,  M.  Richardson,  J.  Ix>vejoy^,  F.  TTpbaoiv  S*    ^ 
Benton,  P.  Townspnd,  J.  Porter,  D.  S.  King,  P.  CrandaH, 

C.  Adams,  6.  Pickering,  M.  Hill,  E.  Robinson,  D.  B.  Ran-    '' 
dan,  C.  M.  Morse,  J.  Hobart,  H.  Nickerson,  G.  Webber^j 
E.  Scott,  S.  Kelly,  ?.  Perkins,  J.  G,  Dow,  J.  Spaulding,  Ci 

D.  Gaboon,  W.  D.  Cass,  T.  Seyjnour,  J.  M.  Wever,  j] 
Covel,  T-  Spicer,  S.  ColemaxK  J.  B.  Houghtaling,  J,  T. 
Peck,  A.  p.  P^ck,  A.  Adams,  G.  Baker,  W.  W.  Ninde,  h 
M.  Snyder,  S.  Comfort,  N.  Rounds,  D.  A.  Shepherd,  H,  F. 
Row,  J!.  Bowen,  D.  Holmes,  G.  Filmore,  S,  Luckey,  A^ 
Steele,  F.  G.  Hibbard,  S.  Seager,  A.Abell,  W.Hosmer,  J. , 
B.  Alverspn,  J.  J.  Steadman,  J.  B^n,  G.  W.  Clark,  X . 
Robi4son,  T.  Goodwin,  W.  Hunter,  H.  J.  Clark,  J.  .Spe^-  \ 
cer,  S.  Elliott,  R.  Boyd,  S.  Wakefield,  J.  Drummond,  C.  i 
JElliott,  W.  H.Raper,E.W.SehpnJr.M.Trimble,J.B.  FxDr  [ 
ley,  L.  L.  Hamline,  Z.  ConneU,  J.  Perree,  E.  Thompson,  J^  ; 
H.  Power,  A.  Poe,  E,  Yocum,  W,  Runnells,  G.  Smitb,  j 

E.  Cran^  A.  Billings,  J.  A.  Baughman,  M.  Simpson,  A^  > 
Wijey,  E.  R.  Ames,  J.'  Miller,  C.  W.  Ruter,  A.  Wootf,  A^   : 
Eddy,  J.  Havens,  B.  Weed,  J.  Sinclair,  H.  W.  Reed,  J,. 
T.  Mitchell,  P.  Cartwright,  J.  Vancleve,  N.  G.  Berryman*    ' 
W.  Gunn,  L,  Fowler,  J-  Clark,  B,  M.  Drake,  H.  Slicei:,  ^    I 
Griffith,  i.  Bear,  N.  J.  B.  Morgan,  C.  B.  Tippett,  y,  BU    j 
Sargent,  J.  A.  Collins,  J.  Davis,  J.  A.  Gere,  6.  Hildt,  J.  P..    ; 
Durbin,  T.  J.  Thompson,  H,  White>  t.  Scott,  W.  Coopet;, 
J.  Winnef,  J.  S.  Poster,  J.  K.  Shaw,  t.  Neal,  T.  Sove- 
reign—115. 

Nays— J.  Sta/nper,  W.  W.  Redman,  J.  C.  Berryman, 
^.  M.  Jam^iipn,  IJ.  B.  Bascom,  JJ.  p.  Kavj^iaugb,  1^  \^ 
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»m%     -  filtephenson,  6.  T.  Croucb,  6.  W.  Bnidi,  E.  f.  Seri^r,  i 
.'  S.  PattoD,  T.  Stringfield,  R.  Pain^,  J.  B.  MTenin,  A*  L. 
p.  Green,  T.  Madden,.G.  W.  D.  Harrises.  S.  Moo^,W. 
\  M'Mahan,  T.  Joyner,  J.  C.  Parker,  W.  P.  Ratclifie,  A. 
^  \  Hunter,  W.  Winans,  J.  Lane,  G.  W.  Rogers,  y^.  Murrah,  J. 
j  Boring,  G.  Garrett,  J.  Hamilton,  L.  Pierce,  G.  P.  Pierce,  W. 
I  J.  Parks,  J.  W.  Glenn,  J.  E.  Evans,  A.  B.  Longstreet,  W. 
;  Capers,  W.  M.  Wightman,  C.  Betts,  S.  Dunwody,  H.  A. 
i  C.  Walker,  J.  Jameson,  P.  Doub,  B.  T.  Blake,  J.  Early, 
j  L.  M.  Lee,  W.  A.  Smith,  T.  Crowder— 40. 
.'      J.  B.  MTerrin  offered  the  following  resolution  : — 
\      "  Resolved,  That  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
I  Slavery  be  instructed  to  append  to  the  report  just  adopted, 
j  the  resolutions  passed  by  me  General  Conference  of  1840*  ^ 
I  which  have  just  been  rescinded." 
.'      The  resolutions  refened  to  are  as  follows  : — 
I.  A.  7ew*k  nl      '*  Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  and  unjustifiable  for 
c^^  tet$  ^7  preacher  among  us  to  permit  coloured  persons  to  giv» 
nony-        i    testimony  against  white  persons,  in  any  state  where  ^ey 

t    are  denied  that  privilege  in  trials  at  law." 

jttibMp  Soni^t       "  1.  Resolved,  That  in  the  decision  of,  this  Conference 

gpgJSiJK  ^  *®  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  appeal  of  the  Rev.  Silas  Comfort,  it  is 

'  of     oS^pd  not  intended  to  express  or  imply  that  the  testimony  of 

penona.    .      coloured  persons  against  white  persons,  in  church  trials, 

is  either  expedient  or  justifiable  in  any  of  the  slavehold- 

ifkg  states  or  territories  where  the  civil  laws  prohibit  such 

/       t^timony  in  trials  at  law. 

/  **  2.  Resolved,  That  it  is  not  the  intention  of  this  Coa- 

j        f^rence,  in  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  of  the  Rev.  tgna- . 
/        tins  A.  Few,  of  Georgia,  in  regard  to  the  admission  of 
/        the  testimony  of  coloured  persons,  to  prohibit  such  testi-i 
'         mony  in  chulrch  trials  in  any  of  the  states  or  territorie^ 
i        "where  it  is  the  established  usage  of  the  church  to  admit| 

1  and  where,  in  the  judgment  of  the  constitutional  judi* 
catories  of  the  church,  such  testimony  may.  be  admitte^ 
with  safety  t6  the  peace  of  society,  and  the  best  uiterestj 

2  of  all  concerned.  j 
'*  3.  Resolved,  That  it  is  not  the  intention  of  this  CoiiJ 

ference,  in  either  of  the  above  cases,  or  in  any  action  haq 
by  this  body,  to  express  ot  imply  any  distrust  or  want  ol 
confidence  in  the  Christian  piety  or  Integrity  of  the  nume^ 
Tous  body  of  coloured  menders  under  our  pastoral  careL 
ts  whom  we  are  bound  by  the  bonds  of  the  gospel  o^ 
\      Christ,  and  for  whose  spiritual  and  eternal  interests,  to-\ 
*  \     gether  with  all  our  fellow-men  of  every  colour  and  in  every  \ 
\    ^relation  and  condition  in  life,  we  will  never  cease  to  labour.^  \ 
^       L.  Scott  ofiTered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  laid   \ 
\  on  the  table : —  .  I 

*<  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Conferenct,     j 
1  diat  the  church  now  stands  in  relatioid  to  the  testimony    l 
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of  eoloftfed  persons  as  it  did  befoie  the  O^e^  CmSmr    {  IqimT. 

t^tu^^f  }^^.^       _ ...__^__^_„..-.— -— 

TTK.  Porter  offered  the  foIlowingTeioIution,  i^hich  was 
adopted: — 

^'tVhereas,  by  a  former  action  of  this  Conference,  the 
"Book  Committee  at  New- York  and  Cincinnati  are  to  con- 
sist, in  part,  each  of  six  travelling  ministers,  to  be  elected 
as  follows,  to  wit :  that  at  New- York,  two  members  by  the 
New- York  Conference,  two  by  the  Philadelphia  Con- 
ference, and  two  by  the  New- Jersey  Conference ;  and 
that  at  Cincinnati,  two  by  the  Ohio,  two  by  the  Kentucky, 
and  two  by  the  Indiana  Conference ;  and  whereas  the 
PliSladelphia,  New-Jersey,  OJiio,  Kentucky,  and  Indiai^ 
Conferences  will  not  meet,  some  of  them,  for  nearly  » 
year  to  come;  therefore 

'<  Resolved,  That  the  delegations  of  those  several  Cpn- 
ferences  be  authorized  to  appoint  those  members  of  Aose 
committees  to  serve  until  the  next  meeting  of  those  C<nir 
ferences  severally.** 

J.  G.  Dow  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  wap 
adopted :— ^ 

'^Resolved,  That  the  New-Hainpshiie  and  Yenoont  ^iJ^^^SiiSS 
Conferences  be  allowed  to  meet  together  at  their  next  '>— '^ 

dfbrd^odered  the  ifoUowing  resolution,  whicb 
/was  adopted : — 
/      ^'  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  furnish 

Bishop  Andrew  with  a  copy  of  all  the  proceedings  of  this 

Conference  in  his  case.  ."  P.  P.  Sanpford, 

"  A.  B,  LONOSTKBBT." 

John.  Clark,  on  leave  of  the  Conference,  recorded  his 
vote  on  the  second  and  third  leefolutions  offered  by  J.  1;. 
AGtcheQ  yesterday,  voting  on  both  in  the  affirmative. 

pn  motion  of  S.  Martindale,  the  report  of  the  Ci^nupit- 
tee  on  a  uniform  Course  of  Study  for  candidates  ff^ 
deacon's  and  elder'is  orders  was  ti^ken  up.  The  report 
and  resolutions  were  adopted,  and  read  as  follows  i-^ 

.«*  The 'Committee  to  whom  was  refened  s^  resc^utioa  of 
this  Conference  respecting  a  uniform  course  of  study  fqr 
candidates  for  deacon's  and  elder's  orders  in  the  travelling 
minis^  have  had  the  subject  under  consideration,  Th^r 
j^nd  vAok  difficulty  in  settling  upon  such  a  course  as  wquld 
be  open  to  no  objections  from  any  section  of  the  widely* 
extended  itinerant  field.  They  can  hardly  hq>e  to  hanno- 
jaise  the: views  of  all  ^^  Annual  Conferenc^es  on  so  impor- 
tant and  at  the  same  time  so  difl^ult  a  jBubject^  This 
however,  aher  mature  deliberation,  they  hope  may  be  done 
in.  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions  :-*-r 

"1.  Resolved,  T^^  the  wpjrds,   'j^r  pfjk  jcpinqui^ 
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tiift  JiKUHid  of  (renerd  tonfenna^  tBii. 

mtt  iM^  ihey  msf  appoint  at  eacb  Annual  Cdnfereaqe '  he 
stricken  out  of  ans.  3  to  quest.  9,  paffe  36 ;  and  ili«  the 
Words,  *fot  thef  term  of  four  years/ be  inserted  iimnedi- 
ately  after  the  .words,  *  candidates  for  the  ministry ;'  and  the 
#oraS, '  Gfrdaiti^d  deacon  or  elder,^  be  also  in^rted  iflime^ 
aiely  aftertfae  words  'receiredinto  full  connection/ p^ge  3*/. 
The  baragraph  as  amended  will  then  read ; — '  It  shafl  bo 
the  duty  of  the  Bishops  to  point  out  a  course  of^  reaoiag 
itnd  study  prop^  to  be  pursued  by  candidates  for  (heinkv- 
fstry  for  the  term  of  four  years  ;  and  the  Presiding  Elder, 
^en^ver  such  are  presented  to  him,  shaD  direct  them  iq 
those  studies  which  have  been  thus  recommended.  And 
biefore  aiiy  such  candidate  is  received  into  full  connectioi^ 
br  otdained  deacon  or  elder,  he  shall  gire  satisfactoiy  evi- 
dence respecting  his  knowledge  of  those  particular  subjects 
which  have  beexi  irecommended  to  Ids  consideration.' 
'  '^2.  Resolved,  That  the  iftisbops  be  and  hereby  are 
t^pedAiSfy  requested  tb  prepate  stich  course  of  study  as 
soon  as  practicable,  and  that  the  same  be  published  by  the 
B<k>k  Agents.    RespeotfaDy  submitted, 

**  S.  Mahtindaub,.  CXotmum. 
'«J*feto-tafJt,  Jtfay  1*,  1844." 

S.  Martindale  moved  to  take  up  the  report  of  tUd  Com- 
lAofttee  on  a  Course  of  Study  for  Licentiates.  Thid  motion 
was  laid  on  the  table. 
Iwk^gWk  On  motion  of  J.  Eaily  the  biJande  of  report  No.  4  of 
""  ^  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  was  taken  up.  The 
second  section  was  adopted.  The  Jtfth  section  was  read. 
H.  Slicer  moved  to  amend  it  by  striking  out  the  word 
**  not  :**  lost.  The  section  was  adopted.  The  sixth  sec- 
tion wus  adopted.  The  seventh  section  was  read,  and  J. 
A.  I^ower  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  word  *'  not  i^ 
lost.    The  section  was  adopted. 

f.  tJpham  moved,  that  wnen  we  kdjoum^  We  adjourn  to 
tideet  again  at  half-past  three  o'clock :  carried. 

The  eighth,^  fiintn,  tenth,  eleventh,  twelfth,  and  thirteenth 
sections  Wer^  adopted. 

0.  Smith  offered  the  following  resolution.  Which  was 
Adopted: — 

'^Resolred,  That  the  seventh  item  be  referred  to  the 
North  Ohio  Conftsrence,  and  that  the  Book  Agent^at  Cia- 
«*^  ciithati  be  itistructed  to  release  C.  Waddle  fVom  the  claim. 

If  recommended  by  the  North. Ohio  Conference." 
Thd  sections  adopted  read  as  follows  :— 
ftjrt  to  Wd^  '    *2'.  Ydur  committee  fitrtibcr  report  that  they  have  W 
''  tinder  consideratioil  the  application  Of  the  editorial  depart- 
ment Of  the  Richmond  Christian  Advocate  for  relief  rrom 
the  Book  Concern,  and  have  agreed  to  redommend  to  the 
^nerd  Conference  to  grant  $2500.  '      ' 


tt^N. 


^  S.  A  eotimiiiid<Sa6oii  was  Ve^itiod  ftote  L  W.  Osbtfni,       ituia  f. 
isKing  the  remission  of  a  debt  due  the  Book  Coneeni.  '^JL,^"**^ 
Request  ii6t  granted.  gmnted. 

**  6.  Rev.  Jacob  Tonng,  of  the  Ohio  Conferetiee,  prajr<»  jaeobTom^W' 
ittff  to  be  release^  from  two  clamis  of  the  Book  Ccmcera,    ''*'^ , 
tmeh  he  says  he  ought  not  in  justice  to  pay »    After  mature 
consideration  the  committee  recommend  that  Ms  request 
h&  granted. 

^8.  J.  Scotfoid  pnm  to^ be  nfeased  frott  a  ckim  of  j.steotfaa  n 
the  Book  Concern.    This  case  was  well  examine^,  ftn^    immA. 
flie  committee  agreed  to  recomihend  t&at  his  requiisl  be 
granted. 

/'9.  In  accordance  with  the  advice  of  the  Hem^Mi  T.  o.  mm  w- 
Conference,  your  comttxttee  Recommend  that  the  claim  of    ^'*'*^ 
the  Book  Concern  against  t.  O.  EBis  be  temitt^  by  M 
iSen^ral  Conference. 

**  10.  A.  H.  Shanks*  petition  to  be  rdeaeed  frma  ad^  a.  a  shiya 
due  the  Book  Concern.    Request  not  granted.  nwntA- 

« IL  Joel  Peak  to  be  released  from  a  Hke  iebt.  Ulot  'jJJS.**  ^ 
gtttttted. 

**  12.  P.  D.  Horton,  who  made  a  like  request.    Informa*  f.  P.,ttirti 
tion  not  being  satisfactory  to  the  committee,  hn  request    *°*  "^*^ 
was  not  granted. 

^*  13.  Request  of  th^  Philadelphia  Conference  to  release  ivteM^  djTjk 
the  widow  of  Rev.  John  Quimby  from  a  debt  due  the  g*"^™" 
Book  Concern.    Granted.** 

6.  F.  Pierce  offered  the  ftSowing  resolution,  -v^ch  Wte 
adopted : —  fwt  ItaiUMA' 

•^Resolved,  That  the  9um  of  f  400,  paid  by  Dr.  Capet*  JS^Sfik!^ 
to  the  Book  Concern  in  182S,  be  refrmded."  Capm. 

S.  Patton  ofiered  the  following  resolution  :-^  OMhaadnd 

«  Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  JllO;  paid  byti.  F.  Set  SlSSdffi? 
vier  to  the  Book  Conceiti  in  1829,  be  refunded."  f.  Mvwiu 

A  motion  was  made  to  extend  the  tifhe  until  the  retolu- 
tion  shall  be  disposed  of:  thitf  was  carriea,  and  the  resd- 
tution  was  adopted. 

The  Conference  was  dismissed  with  the  benedidlofl  by 
Bishop  doide.  *    '  '\^ 

FRIDAY  AFTERNOON,  JUNE.  7. 

Conference  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  hal^'pdM 
three  o^clock,  Bishop  Heddin^in  the  chair,  atld  was  opetted 
with  the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother  Wever. 
.  The  journal  of  ttie  morning  wkd  read,  and  approved. 

i.  T.  Peck  moved  to  $uspeiid  th^  rule,  that  the  specid 
order,  the  election  resolved  on  this  morfiiitg,  might  bo 
&&d :  the  motion  failed. 

.  The  chair  called  for  reports  from  standing  and  select  BapoctierfM 
Committees.  .far. 


If0  Jamrml  (^  tfmni  Qe9f^h^9»^^.}S14. 

j«m7.  \  d.  Paine,  ciAimiaii  of  the  select  coaunittee  of  iiuie, 
911  the  declaration  presented  on  Wednesday,  brought  ia  a 
Report,  which  was  read,  and,  on  motion,  laid  on  the  tsdile 

forfliftjttfifiak.^.     ..^ ^r     • ,       .1 

Piot0ttof  IM    f  ^f  Early,  in  Dehalfof  the  delegates  of  the  Conference 

^tiM^^^to  •  ^        slaveholding  states,  on  leave,  laid  on  the  table  the 

btneoided.    f  Protest  read  to  the  Conference  on  Thursday,  with  the 

j  names  affixed.     The  names  were  read.    (The  Protest^ 

'with  the  signatures,  will  be   found  in  the  Appendix, 

;  Doc.  H.)  -         ._. . 

i  The  Conference  then,  on  motion,  proceeded  to  the 
special  order,  the  elections  ordered  by  resolution  this 
morning. 

The  chair  was  requested  to  appoint  tellers ;  and  he 
nominated  C.  B.  Tippett,  6.  Filmore,  and  6.  F.  Pierce. 

Oi^  motion  of  B.  Weed,  Conference  resolved  to  proceed 
in  their  elections  in  the  following  order : — 

1.  Two  Bishops. 

2.  Book  Agents  at  New-Tork  and  Cincinnati. 

3.  Editors  of  Quarterly  Review  and  Ladies'  Repository. 
.    4.  Missionary  Secretary. 
.    5.  Editors  of  the  various  Advocates. 

6.  Editor  of  Sunday-School  periodicals  and  books. 
^^Mfliiiw     >  The  election  then,  proceeded*    On  counting  the  votes 
cast  iQ,  the  Jirst  ballot,  it  was  ascertained  that  no  one  had 
received  a  majority  of  all  the  votes.    The  chair  therefore 
anapnnced  that  there  was  no  choice. 
»^S^         ^  counting  the  votes  in  the  second  ballotting,  it  appeared 
-  ■*•""••         tkaX  Acre  was  a  larger  number  of  votes  than  members  of 
I     Conference.    On  motion  the  roll  of  the  Conference  was 
, ,     called,  and  it  was  ascertained  that  S.  Chamberlin,  J.  Fer- 
x^,  and  W.  Patton  were  absent;  and  therefore  177  was 
the  highest  number  of  legal  votes  that  could  be  given. 

W,  Capers  moved,  that  the  Conference,  by  a  rising 
votC)  confirm  the  election  of  Edmund  S.  Janes.    On  this 
motion  the  previous  question  was  moved,  but  not  sus- 
tained. 
ThM  MM-  The  chair  pronounced  the  election  of  E.  S.  Janes  and 

^'  L.  L.  Hamline  void,  on  account  of  the  illegal  votes  cast, 

and  directed  another  ballotting. 
Prior  to  the  third  ballotting,  the  Secretaries  were  or- 
'  4ered  to  call  the  list ;  and  each  man,  as  his  name  was 

[caibd,  was  directed  to  come  up,  and  deposit  his  vote  for 
two  Bishops. 

During  this  ballot  two  tickets  were  found  together,  and 

2prdered  to  be  reserved  until  the  tickets  were  counted. 

When  the  count  was  completed,  it  was  ascertained  that 

there  were  177  tickets  without  th^m,  and  they  were  cast 

;r  .rMide. 

On  this  ballot  177  votes  were  cast ;  and  Leonidas  Ih 


Jhmnuiijf  Gemot  Cm^fir^fMtl^^  i%9 

Hamliire  receive  102»  and  Edmuad  S.  Janes  99  votea,       ^<^^- 
wbic&  being  a  majority  of  the  whole,  they  were  dedare^  ^lii5S!j55, 
to  be  duly  elected  Soperintepdents,  or  Bishops  of  the  Me-    dactoi'  . 
thodist  Episcopal  Church. 

A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn  to  meet  again  at  half- 
past  eight  o'clock  this  evening.  J.  £.  Collms  mpved  to 
«mend  this  by  striking  out  "  this  evening,"  and  inserting 
"^  to-monow  morning."  A  motion  to  lay  this  amendment 
on  the  table  was  Ipst.  The  amendment  prevailed,  and 
Coiiference  adjourned  with  the  benediction,  by  brother 
Tippett.  ^ 

SATURDAY  MORNING,  JUNE  8.  ^»«^ 

Conference  met  at  half-past  eight  o'clock,  Bishop 
Waugh  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  by  brother  Parks. 

The  journal  of  yesterdi^  afternoon  was  read,  and  ap- 
proved. 

N.  B.angs,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Missions,  '^JUjl^*^ 
presented  a  report  from  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Sy?*^*** 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
containing  resoluOons  of  concurrence  in  the  alteraticms 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  society,  recommended  by  this 
Conference.  It  was  read,  and,  on  motion  of  N.  Bangs, 
the  Conference  adopted  the  Constitution  of  the  Missionaiy 
Society,  as  amended  by  the  several  recommendations  of 
the  Boaid  and  the  Conference.  , 

A.  L.  P.  Qreen,  in  behalf  of  the  select  committee  of  ^jSSSL 
five,  to  devise  plans  for  raising  funds  for  missionary  pui-  of  nis^*^ 
poses,  presented  a  report,  wUch  was  jread,  and  laid  on  «ionaryfiiiidi. 
the  table  under  the  rule. 

L.  M.  Lee  presented  a  report  of  the  Committee  on  die  Report  on  chaiw 
Chartered  Fund,  which,  on  motion,  was  adopted : —    •        **'*^  ''°*** 

''  The  Committee  on  the  Chartered  Fund  have  had 
under  consideration  the  communication  of  the  Rev. , Jofan 
A.  Gere,  in  relation  to  a  legacy  left  to  the  (Qharteiaed 
Fund  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Keys,  of  Jefferson  county, 
Yirginia ;  and  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  the  whofe 
subject  be  referred  to  the  trnstees  of  said  fund,  with  au- 
thority to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  realiase  die  benefits 
of  the  legacy* 

'V  Respectfully  sQbmitted, 

"  L.  M.  Lbs,  Chairman. 

''June!,  1844." 

N.  Bangs  presented  a  report  from  the  select  comi^ittee 
on  the  Sabbath,  which,  with  the  resolntiops,  was  adopted. 
The  resolutions  read  as  follows : —  \ 

"  1.  Resolved,  by  the  ^legates  of  the  several  Ai|nii$l 
Conferences  in  General  Conference  aiasemUed,  That  it  te 
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jnMfi.       eameBtly  recommended  to  all  our  preachers  and  peoplff 
^^SS^Mti^  ^  ^'®  ^^^'  ^®*^  exertions  to  promote  the  dne  observsace 
of  the  holy  Sabbath,  by  co-operating  with  the  varioos 
associations  that  have  been  formed  for  this  purpose.    . 

*^  2.  Resolved,  That  it  be  the  duty  of  all  our  preadiera 
to  enforce  frequently  from  the  pulpit  the  divine  obligstioii 
which  all  are  under  to  keep  the  Sabbath  day  holy ;  being 
fully  convinced,  that  were  this  precept  blotted  from  the 
decalogue,  and  men  left  without  the  restraints  which  h 
imposes,  religion  (and  of  course  morality)  would  cease  to 
e^sfiilJhfiir  saving  and  haUowjed  influence8/|^^    — ^^^  -, 

On  motion  6kR.  Paine,  the  special  ^3er  of  the  day 
was  dispensed  with,  and  the  report  of  the  select  conunit- 
tee  of  nine,  on  the  declaration  of  fifty-one  brethren  from 
the  Southern  Conferences,  was  taken  up.  The  report 
was  read  again. ^^-*  •-^^•^.  -  - ' 

Ott'^flAtiOn,  C.  B.  Tippett  had  leave  of  absmice,  if  ho 
judge  it  necessary  to  go  home,  as  he  had  received  infof- 

mation  of  the  ilhmsof  one  of  his  chMreH. ^.^^. ^ 

'*'**^€k-©tt(Jtl  moved  the  adopCidii  oT^^Ke  report  of  the  com- 
tnittee  of  nine.  The  first  resolution  was  read.  The  rule 
Nnras  suspended,  to  allow  P.  Cartwright  to  extend  his 
'remarks.  On  the  first  resolution  the  previous  questicm 
was  moved,  and  the  call  was  sustained.  The  yeas  and  / 
nays  were  ordered  and  taken : —  [ 

Ybas— N.  Bangs;  P.  Rice,  G.  Peck,  J.  B.  Stratten,  F.j 
Reed,  S.  B.  Ferguson,  M.  Richardson,  F.  Upham,  P.  1 
Townsend,  J.  Porter,  D.  S.  King,  P.  Crandall,  C.  Adams, ; 
G.  Pickering,  M.  Hill,  E.  Robinson,  D.  B.  Randall,  G. 
W.  Morse,  E.  Scott,  S.  Kelly,  J.  Perkins,  J.  G.  Dow,  J.  ! 
Spaulding,  C.  D.  Gaboon,  W.  D.  Cass,  T.  Seymour,  J. ; 
M.  Wever,  J.  Covel,  T.  Spicer,  S.  Coleman,  J.  B.  Hough*  \ 
taling,  J.  T.  Peck,  A.  Adams,  G.  Baker,  W.  W.  Ninde,  ; 
N.  Rounds,  D.  A.  Shepherd,  E.  Bowen,  G.  Fihnore,  S.  : 
Luckey,  A.  Steele,  F.  G.  Hibbaid,  S.  Seager,  A.  Abell, 
W.  Hosmer,  J.  B.  Alvetson,  J.  J.  Steadman,  G.  W. 
Clsrk,  J.   Robinson,  T.  Goodwin,  W.  Hunter,  H.  J. 
€lark^  J.  Spencer,  S.  Elliott,  R.  Boyd,  S.  Wakefield,  C. 
Elliott,  W.  H.  Raper,  J.  M.  Trimble,  J.  B.  Finley,  Z. 
Connell,  J.  Ferree,  E.  Thompson,  E.  Yocum,  W.  Run- 
nells,  G.  Smith,  A.  Billings,  J.  A.  Baughman,  M.  Simp- 
son,  A.  Wiley,  E.  R.  Ames,  C.  W.  Ruter,  A.  Wood,  A, 
Eddy,  B.  Weed,  J.  Sinclair,  H.  W.  Reed,  J.  T.  Mitchell^ 
P.  Akers,  J.  Stamper,  J.  Yancleve,  N.  G.  B^ryman,  W; 
W.  Redman,  J.  C.Berryman,  J.  M.Jameson,  H.B.  Bascomj 
W.  Giinn,  H.  H.  Kavanaugh,  E.  Stevenson,  B.  T.  Crouch. 
G.  W.  Brush,  E.  F.  Sevier,  S.  Patton,  T.  Stringfield,  I^ 
Paine,  J.  B.  M'Ferrin,  A.  L.  P.  Green,  T.  Madden,  G.  W. 
D.  Harris,  S.  S.  Moody,  T.  Joyner,  J.  C.  Parker,  W.  F. 
Ratdiffe,  A.  Hunter,  L.  Fowler,  J.  Clark,  W.  Winanf, 
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B.  M.  Drak«,  J.  Ltne,  G.  M.  Rogers,  W.  Mmnli,  X        ^^^^ 

Boring,  G.  Garrett,  I.  Hamilton,  L.  Pierce,  6.  F.  Pierce, 

yf.  J.  Parka,  J.  W.  Glepn,  J.  E.  Evans,  A.  B.  Longatree^ 

W.  Capers,  W.  M.  Wightman,  C.  Betts,  S.  Dunwody,  H.  ; 

A.  C.  Walker,  J.  Jameson,  P.  Doub,  B.  T.  Blake,  J.  £arlf» 

L.  M.  Lee,  W.  A.  Smith,  T.  Crowder,  H.  Slicer,  N.  J.  B*     ;    i 

MOTgan,  C.  B.  Tippett,  T.  B.  Sargent,  J.  A.  CoUina,  L 

Davis,  J.  A.  Gere,  J.  P.  Durbin,  T.  J.  Thompson,  H. 

White,  I.  T.  Cooper,  L.  Scott,  W,  Cooper,  J^  S.  Porter* 

T.  Neal,  T.  Sovereign— 147. 

Nays — P.  P.  Sandford,  S.  Martindale,  J.  Lovejoy,  S. 
Benton,  J.  'Hobart,  H.  Nickerson,  G.  Webber,  S.  Cole^ 
Bian,  A,  D.  Peck,  J.  M.  Snyder,  S.  Comfort,  H.  F.  Bow, 
D.  H<^es,  J.  Bain,  J.  Drummdnd,  J.  H.  Power,  A.  Poo, 
P.   Cartwright,^  A.   Griffith,  J.  Bear,  G.  Hildt,  J.  K. 

Shaw— 22.  ' 

iM  motion  of  K.  Paine,  the  vote  by  yeas  and  nays  was 

rrecoBsidered>  On  iiirther  motion,  ti^e  resdotion  was 
amended,  by  striking  ont  the  words,  "  delegates  from  the,^ 
and  inserting  '*annuaL"    The  discussion  was  resumed  on 

the  amended  resolution.^  — — /^; 

"motion,  it  was  resolved  tomeet  again  at  half-pasi 
se  o'clock  this  afternoon*  f 

The  previous  question  was  moved  on  the  amended  ^JJU^Jf 
resolation,  and  the  call  was  sustained,  and  the  resolution   ^'^^ 
adopted,  by  one  hundred  and  thirty*five  affirmative  Uh 
eighteen  negatijire  votes.  >   ' 

Yeas— N,  Bangs,  P.  Rice,  G.  Peck,  S.  D,  Ferguson,  |yjj;h,SL.* 
M.  Richardson,  F.  Upham,  P.  Townsend,  J.  Porter,  D.  S. ' 

.King,  P.  Crandall,  C.  Adams,  G.  Pickering,  M.  Hill,  E.  \ 
Robinson,  D.  B.  Randall,  C,  W.  Morse,  G.  Webber,  E.  ^ 
Scott,  S.  Kelley,  J.  Perkins,  J.  G.  Dow,  J.  Spaulding,  C.  \ 
D.  Gaboon,  W.  D,  Cass,  T.  Seymour,  J.  M.  Wever,  J.  | 
Covel,  T.  Spicer,  S.  Coleman,  J.  B.  Houghtaling,  J.  T.  ? 
Peck,  A.  Adams,  G.  Baker,  W.  W.  Ninde,  N.  Rounds,  D.  | 
A.  Shepherd,  E.  Bowen,  G.  Filmore,  S.  Luckey,  F.  G.  \ 
Hibbard,  S.  Seager,  A.  Abell,  W.  Hosmer,  J.  B.  Alver-/ 
son,  J.  J.  Steadman,  G.  W.  dark,  J.  Robinson,  W..^ 
Hunter,  H.  J.  Clark,  J.  Spencer,  S.  Elliott,  R.  Boyd,  J.; 

/  Dminmond,  C.  Elliott,  W.  H.  Raper,  E.  W.  Sehon,  J.  MJ 

'  Trimble,  J.  B.  Finley,  Z.  Connell,  E.  Thompson,  E^^ 
Tocum,  W.  Runnells,  G.  Smith,  A.  Billings,  J.  Bangh-: 
man,  M.  Simpson,  A.  Wiley,  E.  R.  Ames,<]J.  W.  Ruter,^ 
A.  Wood,  A.  Eddy,  B.  Weed,  J.  Sindair,  H.  W.  Reed] 
J.  T.  Mitchell,  P.  Akors,  J.  Stamper,  J.  Yancieve,  m 
G.  Berryman,  W.  W.  Redman,  H.  Berryman,  J.  M.  Jamef 
son,  H.  B.  Bascom,  W.  Gunn,  H.  H.  Kavanangh,  £.  Su 
venson,  B.  T.  Crouch,  G.  W.  Brush,  E.  T.  Sevier, 
Patton,  T.  Stringfield,  R.  Paine,  J.  B.  MTerrin,  A.  L. 
Green,  T,  Madden,  G.  W.   Harris,  S.  S.  Moody, 


junek  .  ifMaban,  T.  Joyiaer,  J.  C,  Paiker,  W.  P.  Ratclift,  A- 
Hmiier,  L.  Fowler,  J.  Clark,  W,  Wiiians,  B.  M.  Drake, 
J.  Lane,  G.  M.  Rogers,  W.  Murrahi  J.  Boring,  G.  Garrett, 
J.  Hamilton,  L.  Pierce,  G.  F.  Pierce,  W.  J.  Parka,  J.  W. 
Glenn,  J.  £.  Evans,  A.  B.  Longstreet,  W.  Capers,  W« 
M.  Wightman,  0.  Belts,  S.  Dunwody,  H.  A.  C.  Walker, 
J.  Jameson,  P.  Donb,  B.  T.  Blake,  J.  Early,  C.  M.  Lee, 
W.  A.  Smith,  T.  Ciowder,  H,  Slicer,  N.  J.  B.  Morgan, 
C.  B.  Tippett,  T.  B.  Sargent,  J.  A.  Collins,  J.  Davis,  J. 
A.  Gere,  G.  Hildt,  J.  P.  Durbin,  T.  J.  Thompson,  H. 
white,  I.  T.  Cooper,  L.  Scott,  W.  Cooper,  J.  S.  Porter, 
T.  Neal,  T.  Sovereign— 135, 
11^  jn  ftnt  Nats — P.  P,  Sandford,  S.  Martindale,  J.  Lovejoy,  S. 
"  •-^—  Benton,  J.  Hobart,  H.  Nickerson,  A.  D.  Peck,  J.  M.  Sny- 
der, H.  F.  Row,  D.  Holmes,  J.  H.  Power,  A.  Poe,  P. 
Cartwright,  A.  GrifBth,  J.  Bear^lS. 

On  the  second  resolution,  J.  T.  Mitchell  moved  to  lAiend 
by  inserting,  ^*  and  private  members.'^  The  amendmenl 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  J.  A.  Collins,  the  session  wlis  prolonged 
fifteen  minutes. 

The   second  resolution  was  adopted  by  one  bundred 
and  thirty-nine  affirmative  to  seventeen  negative  votes. 
A  motion  to  adjotim  was  lost.^ 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  third  resolution. 
The  previous  question  was  moved,  and  the  caM  sus- 
tained. 

The  session  was  farther  prolonged  until  the  caQ  of  the 
roll  was  completed,  and  the  vote  finisheci. 

The  thvrd  resolution  was  adopted  by  one  hundred  and 
forty-seven  yeas  to  twelve  nays. 
TMs^^n^thiid  Yea6 — N.  Bangs,  P.  Rice,  G.  Peck,  S.  D.  Ferguson, 
-a«*4^  jl^  Riciiardiott,  F.  Upham,  P.  Townsend,  J.  Porter,  D.  S. 
King,  P.  Crandall,  C.  Adams,  G.  Pickering,  M.  Hill,  E. 
Robinson,  D.  B.  Randall,  C.  W.  Morse,  G.  Webber,  E, 
Scott,  S.  Kelly,  J.  Perkins,  J.  G.  Dow,  C.  D.  Cahoon, 
W.  D.  Cass,  T.  Seymour,  J.  M.  Wever,  J.  Covel,  T. 
Spicer,  S.  Coleman,  J.  B.  HooghtaKng,  J.  T.  Peck,  A. 
Adams,  G.  Baker,  W.  W.  Ninde,  N.  Rounds,  D.  A, 
Shepherd,  E.  Bowen,  G.  Filmorfe,  S.  Luckey,  F.  G.  HiB- 
bwd,  S,  Seager,  A.  Abell,  W.  Hosmer,  J.  B.  Ahrerson, 
J.  J.  Steadman,  G.  W.  Clark,  J.  Robinson,  W.  Hunter, 
H.  J.  Clark,  'J.  Spencer,  S.  Elliott,  R.  Boyd,  J.  Dnim- 
mond,  C.  Elliott,  W.  H.  Raper,  E.  W.  Sehon,  J.  M.  Trim- 
ble, J.  B.  Finky,  Z.  Connell,  E.  Thompson,  B.  Yocum, 
W.  RunncUs,  G.  Smith,  A.  Billings,  J.  A.  Baughman,  M. 
Simpson,  A.  Wiley,  E.  R.  Ames,  C.  W.  Ruter,  A.  tVood, 
A.  Eddy,  B.  Weed,  J.  Sinclair,  H.  W.  Reed,  J.  T.  Mitch- 
ell, P.  Akers,  J.  Stamper,  J.  Yancleve,  N.  6.  ^eitytaan, 
W.  W.  Redman,  i.  C  Berrymaa,  J.  M.  Jwneson,  H.  B. 
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>  T.  Crottch,  G..W.  Btnuh,  £.  F.  S«Ti«r,  SL  Patton,  T. 
i  Slringfield,  R.  Paiiw;  J.  B.  MTemii,  A.  L*  P.  Graan,  T, 
IMaddaH,  a  W.  D.  Hattis,  S.  S.  Moody,  W.  M'Makaa, 
:T.  J^nar,  J.  C.  Parker,  W.  P.  Rateliffe,  A.  Huater,  Ik 
\Fowlar,  J.  Clark,  W.  Winana,  B.  M.  Drake,  J.  Lancf, 
iG.  M.  Sogers,  W.  MUrrab,  J.  Boiiag,  G.  Gatrett,  J.  Hait»- 
Utfm,  U  Pierce,  G.  F-  Pierce,  W.  J.  Parki,  J.  W:  Gleaa, 
X-  £.  Evans,  A.  B.  Longstreet,  W.  Capers^  W.  M.  WighU 
lilBfi,  C,  Btotta,  S.  Dun  wcdy,  H.  A.  C.  Walker,  J.  Jameson,  P, 
povb,  B.  T,  Blake,  J.  Early,  L.  M.  Lee,  W.  A.  Siaith, 
Ct^wder,  H.  Slieer,  N.  Jl  B.  M<irgan,  C.  B.  Tippet^ 


hm»4 


.f: 


B.  Sargent,  J*  A.  Collins,  J.  Davis,  J.  A.  Gere,  G. 


/Hlldt,  J.  P;  Durbitt,  T,  J.  Thomjpson,  H.  White,  I.  T. 
/  Coopei^  U  Scott,  W.  Co<^r,  J.  S.  Porter,  T.  Neal,  T,  / 
/  Sovareign — 147. 

II^Ts — P.  P.  Sandfoid,  J.  Lotejoy,  J.  M.  Snyder,  S. 
t  Ck>infort,  H.  F.  Row,  D.  Holmes,  J.  Bain,  J.  H.  Power, 
I  p.  Cartwriglit,  A.  Griffith— 12. 

Adjontti^wilh  the  benediction  by  brother  Piokerniq^. 
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SATURDAY  AFTERNOON,  JUNE  8. 

Conference  met  at  half-past  three  o'clock,  parsuani  to 
adjouoiment,  Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair,,  and  was  opened  "" 

with  religions  ex^cises  by  brother  Sioq^son: 

The  joomi^l  of  the  inomtng  was  read  and  appkoved. 

On  motion  of  M.  Simpsoo,  G.  Peck  and  C.  Elliott  wer^  change  \k  ttm 
pnt  in  place  of  S.  OBn  and  L.  L.  Hamline,  on  the  select   gSS*^  ^ 
committee  of  three  to  prepare  a  statement  of  the  action  of 
thia  Conference  in  ttie  case  of  Bishop  Andrew.   »  .  .  . 
.  i^^^-OfrmiJlion,  ihe~'§peeial  oidor  <^f  hlisiness,  on  which 
bonference  adjourned  this  morning,  was  resumed. 
I    The  foufrth  resolution  of  the  refport  of  the  select  com- 
ppo3$i9e  oi  nine  waa  adopted. 

On  the  irresolution  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 
It  was  adopted  by  one  hundred  and  ^y-three  yeas  to 
ibirteen  aaya*  J 

YEia— N,  Bangs,  P.  Rice,  J.  B.  Stmttto,  F.  Reed,  S:  fYew  <m  tiu 
D,  Fergusooj  S.  Martindale,  F.  Upham,  P.  Townsei^i, !  «»<»>«««>• 
J.  Porter,  p.  S,  King,  P.  CrSndall,  C-  Adams,  G;  Pick*  j 
ering,  M.  Hill,  £.  Robinson,  D.  B.   Randall,  C.>  W;.'^ 
Morsjai,  J.  Hd|)ait,  H.  Nickerson,  G.  Webb^,E.  Scoit,  S. 
Kelly,  J.  Peikias,  J.  G.  Dow,  J.  Spaulding,  C.  D.  0»i 
'looni  W.  p.  Casa,  T.  Seymour,  J.  M.  Wever,  J.  Covol, 
\  S^er,  J.  B.  Houghtaling,  J.  T.  Peck,  A.  Adiins,  G. 
aker,  W.  W.  Ninde,  N.  Rounds,  D.  A.  Shepherd,  ]&/ 

pm,  G.  Filmoie,  S.  Lackey,  A.  ^eele,  F.  G.  Hibbaird,  j 

.  SaagaTi.  A-  Abell,  W.  Hosmar,  J.  B.  Alveraon,  J:  h  I 
teadman,  G.  W.  Clark,  J.  Rabinaoiiv  T.  GaodwiHt  W.I 


Fifth 
adopted. 
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tetohitfoiiB]  «, 
7.8,9,  idopM. 

aaenwd 


«nd 


ttOMllt 


J.lKiylohm 
scopf. 


HnalWt  H.  J.Cluk,  J.  £^c«x,  a  Iffliott, R.  BbyA* SL 
Wakefield,  J.  Dnumnond,  C.  ElMott»  W.  H.  Raper,  E.  W. 
Sehon,  J.  M.  Trimble,  J.  B.  Pinky,  Z.  CoimelU  Ew 
Thompeon,  A.  Poe,  £.  Toenin,  W.  RianeDB,  A.  Billings^ 
J.  ^A.  JBftQghmen,  M.  Simpson,  A.  Wiley,  E.  R.  Ames. 
C.  W.  Rnter,  A.  Wood,  A.  EMy,  B.  Weed,  J.  Sinclair, 
H.  W.  Reed,  J.  T.  Mitchell,  P.  Aiers^  J.  Sumper,  J. 
YaaisIeTe,  N.  6.  Benyman,  W.  W.  Redman,  J.  C.  Ber- 
lyuaii,  J.  M.  Jamescm,  H.  B.  Basoom,  W.  Omm,  H.  H. 
Karanangh,  E.  Stevenson,  B.  T.  Cioncli,  G.  W.  Bniab, 
B.  F.  Sevier,  S.  PattOn,  T.  Stringfield,  R.  Paine,  J.  B. 
MTenin,  A.  L.  P.  Green,  T.  Madden,  6.  W.  D.  Harris, 
S.  S.  Moody,  W.  M'Mahan,  T.  loyner,  !j.  C.  Paiker, 
W.  P.  Ratcliffe,  A.  Hunter,  L.  Fowler,  J.  Ckrk,  W. 
Winans,  B.  M.  Drake,  J.  Lane,  G.  M.  Rogenr>  W.  Mor- 
rah,  J.  Boring,  G.  Garrett,  J.  Hamilton,  L.  Pierce,  G.  F» 
Pierce,  W.  J.  Parks,  J.  W.  Glenn,  J.  £.  Evans,  iW  B. 
Longstreet,  W.  Capers,  W.  M.  Wigktman,  CX  Betts,  8. 
Dunwody,  H.  A.  C.  Walker,  J.  Jameson,  P.  Donb,  J. 
Early,  h.  M.  Lee,  W.  A.  Saodth,  T.  Ci6wder,  H.  Slieer, 
N.  J.  B.  Morgan,  C.  B.  Tippett,  T.  B.  Sargent,  J.  A. 
Collins,  J.  Davis,  J.  A.  Gere,  G.  Hildt,  J.  P.  Dnrbin,  T* 
J.  Thompson,  H,  White,  L  T.  Cooper,  L.  Scott,  W. 
Oooper,  J.  S.  Porter,  T.  Neal,  T.  Sovereign— 163.' 

Na.ts'**~P.  p.  Sandford,  J.  Lovejoy,  S.  Benton,  H. 
Nickerson,  S.  Comfort,  H.  F.  Row,  D.  Holmes,  J.  H. 
Power,  P.  Cartwright,  A.  Grifitb,  J.  Bear,  J.  M.  Snyder, 
J.  Bai»— 13. 

The  gioOhj  fetmUk^  ^AM,  and  nmih  reeohifions  were 
adopted. 

To  the  teiUh  resolution  D.  B.  Randall  moved  an  amend- 
ment,, which  waa  adopted,  and  is  iocoiporated  with  the 
resolution. 

The  elevenik  and  twdfih  resolutions  were  adopted.  On 
motion,  the  order  of  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  resolntiona 
waa  inverted,  so  as  to  make  the  latter  stand  first. 

The  preamhle  of  the  report  was  adopted. 

The  blank  in  the  seventh  resolution  was  filled  up  with 

''three;"  and  N.  Bangs,  G.  Peck,  and  G.  Fiimore,  were 

wppcinted  commissioners  under  the  seventh  resolution. 

G.  Fiimore  tendered  his  resigniEttien,  which  was  accepted, 

-and  J.  B.  Finley  appointed  in  his  place. 

On  motion  of  W.  Winans,  the  Secretary  was  reqoested 
la  prepare  and  furnish  to  J.  Early  a  o<^y  of  the  *'  Declara- 
tkm'^.so  often  referred  to,  and  of  the  report  iuet  adopted. 

B.  M.  Drake  ofiered  a  resolution,  which,  on  motion, 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

J.  Porter  moved  a  reconsideration  of  die  first  reaolntioii 
with  a  view  of  ofierinff  a  substitute.  The  motion  to  re* 
laid  on  ttie  table. 


I 


/  Tbesi^piit  wawbole  wttstdopted.  It » as MIowv':-^ 
I  "  The  adect  oontaillve  of  mae  to  consider  and  repoit 
im  the  declaralioB  of  the  delegates  from  die  Conforencea 
m  the  akvefaoUiiig  atatea,  beg  leave  to  wabwk  the  IbHoiTi* 
jiagrepott: 

/  *<  Wfaereaa,  a  deelaiatum  haa  been  pBeaented  to  this 
/  General  Ckmferenee,  with  the  aignatiirea  cij^hf^&ns  date* 
/  gates  of-"the  body,  from  thiiteen  Aanoal  CoiUerenoea  in 
Sie  alaveholdmg  states,  represeatiag  that,  for  ▼arioua/ 
veaaoas  enumerated,  the  ofaj'eeta  and  pnrpoaea  of  tfaa 
Christum  ministry  and  church  organization  cannot  hi 
ancceasfuQy  acoomplished  by  them  under  the  jurisdietioa 
of  this  General  Coi^erence  aa  now  constituted ;  and 

*'  Whereaa,  in  the  event  of  a  aeparation,  a  contingenc  r 
to  which  the  dejelaration  aaks  attention  as  not  improSabli , 
we  esteem  it  the  doty  of  this  General  Conference  to  mei  t 
«he  emerffency  with  Christian  kindneaa  and  the  strietei  t 
equity;  &ere(<Mre, 

'*  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  aereral  Annul 
Conferences  in  General  Confeience  aaaembled, 

''1.   That,  should  the  Annual  ^  Conferences  in 
slaveholding  statea  find  it  necessary  to  unite  in  a  dis» 
tinct  ecclesiastical  connection,  the  following  rule  shall 
be  observed  with  regard  to  the  northern  boundary  of  such 
connection : — Ail  the  societies,  stations,  and  Conferences 
adhering  to  the  church  tn  the  South,  by  a  vote  of  a  ma^ 
jority  of  the  members  of  said  societies,  stations,  and  Con- 
ferences, shall  remain  under  the  unmolested  pastoral  caxoj 
ci  the  Southern  Church ;  and  Uie  ministers  of  the  Medio*| 
dist  Episcopal  Church  shall  in  no  wise  attempt  to  orgaa^^ 
ize  churches  or  societies  wiUiin  the  limits  of  the  Church 
^outh,  nor  shall  they  attempt  to  exercise  any  paatora] 
oversight  therein ;  it  being  understood  that  the  ministry 
of  the  South  reciprocally  observe  Ihe  same  rule  in  rela- 
ticm  to  stations,  societies,  and  Conferences  adhering,  by 
rote  of  a  majority,  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church ; 
provided  also,  that  this  rule  shall  apply  only  to  societies, 
Bti^ions,  and  Conferences  bordering  on  the  line  of  divi4 
sion,  and  not  to  interior  charges,  which  shall  in  all  cases  | 
be  left  to  the  care  of  that  church  within  whoae  territory  { 
they  are  situated.  ; 

**  2.  That  ministers,  local  and  travelling,  of  every  gradd 
and  office  in  the  Methodist  Epbcopd  Chorch,  may,  as 
they  prefer,  remain  in  that  church,  or,  without  blame, 
attach  themselves  to  the  Chinrch  South. 

**  3.  Resdved,  by  the  delegates  of  all  the  Annual  Con^ 
ferences  in  General  Conference  assembled,  That  we  re-^ 
oommend  to  all  the  Annual  Conferences,  at,  their  first 
proacfaing  aessions,  to  authorize  a  change  of  the 
restrictive  nrtiolei  so  thai  the  first  clause  ^all  tead  thi 
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<  TlMjr  feBaU  not  Bp^mprihl*  tke  pDodvce  irf  dto  Book 
GoBceto,  not  dF  tlw  Chartoved  Fond,  ta  uij  ollwr  purpose 
otluNr  tkun  for  die  bea^of  thm  trnTelHog,  sapemixmeruy^ 
««p0aaDniuted,  and  womoql  nreachers,  their  wives,  wid^ 
ows,  and  children,  and  to  such  other  purposes  as  mxy^  be 
detemdned  upon  hj  the  votes  of  two^hirds  of  the  mem- 
bem  of  the  General  Conference.* 

'^4.  TlMt  whenever  the  Annual  Confetfences,  by  a  vote 
of  three-fourths  of  all  their  members  voting  on  the  third 
sesolution,  shall  hav«  concurred  in  the  recommendntioii 
to  alter  the  sixth  restrictive  article,  the  Agents  at  New* 
York  and  Cincinnati  shall,  and  they  are  hereby  author* 
ized  and  directed  to  deliver  over  to  any  authorized  agent 
•r  af^pointee  of  the  Church  Sottth,  should  one  be  organ- 
ized, all  notes  and  book  accounts  against  the  ministers, 
ehsroh  members,  or  citizens  within  its  boundaries,  widi 
aadiority  to  collect  the  same  for  the  sde  use  of  the 
Southern  Church,  and  that  said  Agents  also  convey  to  the 
nfivesaid  agent  or  appointee  erf  the  South  all  the  real  estate, 
and  assign  to  him  aU  the  property,  including  presses,  stock, 
aikd  all  right  and  interest  connected  with  the  printing  estab- 
lishments at  Charieston,  Rtchmond,  and  Nashville,  which 
tow  belong  to  the  Methodist  £pisoopal  Church. 
•  ^  5.  That  when  the  Annual  Conferences  shall  have  ap 
proved  the  aforesaid  change  in  the  sixth  restrictive  artide, 
there  shall  be  transferred  to  the  above  agent  of  the  Souih- 
em  Church  so  much  of  the  capital  and  produce  of  the 
Methodist  Book  Concern  as  will,  with  the  notes,  book 
accounts,  presses,  ^c,  mentioned  in  the  last  resc^ution, 
bear  the  same  proportion  to  the  whole  prc^rty  of  said 
Concern  that  the  travelling  preachers  in  the  Southern 
Church  shall  bear  to  all  the  travelling  ministers  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church ;  the  division  to  be  made  on 
the  basis  of  &e  number  of  travelling  preachers  in  the 
forthcoming  Minutes. 

'^  6.  That  the  above  transfer  shall  be  in  the  form  of 
annual  payments  of  $25,000  per  annum,  and  specifically 
in  stock  ci  the  Book  Concern,  and  in  Sonthem  notes  asid 
accounts  due  the  establiirimient,  and  aeoruing  alter  the 
first'  transfor  mentioned  above ;  and  until  the  payments 
are  made,  the  Southern  Church  shall  share  in  all  Uie  nett 
pinte  of  the  Book  Cmicem,  in  the  proportion  that  the 
amount  due  them,  or  in  anrears,  bears  to  all  the  property 
of  the  Concern. 

"7.  That  Nathan  Bangs,  George  Peck,  and  Jamee 
B.  Fhiley  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  commis- 
skmera  to  act  in  concert  with  the  same  number  of  com- 
flOissionets  appointed  by  the  Southern  orgamzatioB, 
(should  one  be  formed,)  to  estimaie  the  amount  which 
wfll.fdl  due  to  die  'South  by  the  preceding  rule,  and  to 


have  fitll  powen  to  cany  iato  effect  die  whole  anange^ 
baents  proposed  with'  regard  to  the  division  of  property^ 
^oqM  die  separation  take  place.  And  if  by  any  means 
%  vacancy  occurs  in  this  board  of  commissioners,  the  Book 
^ommitteb  at  New- York  shall  fill  sai^  vacancy. 

*'  8.  That  whenever  any  agents  of  the  Southern  Chsreh 

re  clothed  with  legal  auUiority  or  corporate  power  to  act 
the  premise^,  the  Agents  at  New- York  are  hereby 
[authorized  and  directed  to  act  in  concert  with  said  South- 
ern agents,  so  as  to  give  the  provisions  of  these  resolu- 
[tions  a  legally  binding  force. 

"9.  That  all  the  properly  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  meeting-bouses,  parsonages,  colleges,  schools, 
Conference  funds,  cemeteries,  and  of  every  kind  within 
the  limits  of  the  Southern  organization,  shall  be  for  ever 
free  froin  any  claim  set  up  on  the  part  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  so  far  as  this  resolution  can  be  of 
force  in  the  premises. 

'*  10.  That  the  church  so  formed  in  the  South  shaiQ 
have  a  common  right  to  use  all  the  copy-rights  in  posses- 
sion of  the  Book  Concerns  at  New-York  and  Cincinnati^ 
at  the  time  of  the  settlement  by  the  commissioners. 

11.  Tbat  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  be  directed  to 
make  such  compensation  to  the  Conferences  South,  for 
their  dividend  from  the  Chartered  Fund,  as  the  commis- 
sioners above  provided  for  shall  agree  upon. 

"  12.  That  the  Bishops  be  respect&IIy  requested  to 
lay  that  part  of  this  report  requiring  the  action  of  the 
Annual  Conferences  before  them  as  soon  as  possible,  be« 
[ggyy  1th  the  NeW"¥orir^ODnferencet'^ , 

ference  re^blved  to  proceed  witb  the  elections. 

Before  proceeding,  S.  Luckey*  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  adopted. 

'*  Resolved,  That  the  Bishops  be,  and  they  hereby  are 
respectfully  requested  to  ordain  the  Bishops  elect,  the 
Rev.  L.  L.  Hamline  and  Rev.  Edmund  S.  Janes,  on 
Monday  next  at  eleven  o'clock,  in  this  church." 

In  the  order  determined  on  yesterday,  Conference  re* 
solved  to  elect  the  principal  Book  Agent  at  New-York. 
*rhe  tellers  who  acted  yesterday  were  appointed  to  serve 
in  the  same  capacity  to-day. 

A  motion  to  call  the  roll,  and  let  every  one  vote  as  his 
name  was  announced,  was  lost. 

On  the  first  ballot  George  Lane  was  elected  principal 
Book  Agent  at  New-York,  by  a  majority  of  all  the  votes. 

Conference  then  ballotted  for  principal  Book  Agent  at 
Cincinnati,  and  Leroy  Swormstedt  was  duly  elect^  by  a 
majority  of  all  the  votes. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost. 

The  Assistant  Book  Agent  at  New-^Toik  wto  the  next 
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*M^       dBrar  bsDotted  far.    On  the  fint  ballot  dieie  wu^  no, 
ohoifie.   Another  motion  to  adjourn  failed.  On  th^  second 
ballot  Charles  B.  Tippett,  bv  a  majority  of  all  the  votes, 
was  doly  elected  Assistant  Book  Asent  at  New-Yorlu 

Conference  then  adjonmad  wi&  the  benediction  bjr 
faiodier  Filmore. 

JvMio.  MONDAY  MORNING,  JUNE  10. 

Conference  met  at  hslf-past  eight  o'clock,  Bishop 
Waugh  in  the  chair.  Religious  services  by  brother  J.  T. 
Peck. 

The  journal  of  Saturday  afternoon  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. . 
SeetiMi  id  A*-  The  business  of  Saturday  afternoon  was  resumed,  and 
at^Sh  Conference  proceeded  to  ballot  for  Assistant  Book  Agent 
at  Cincinnati.  On  the  first  and  second  ballots  there  was 
no  choice.  On  the  third  ballot  John  T.  Mitchell  was 
elected  by  a  majority  of  votes. 

of  Q«w-       A  motion  to  elect  the  Editcn:  of  the  Quarterly  Review 

ttiisrRtvtow.    by  nomination  and  count  was  lost.    A  ballbt  was  made, 
and  George  Peck  was  duly  elected,  by  a  majority  of  votes, 
,  {^tor  of  Quarterly  Review  and  Books  of  the  General 
Catalogue. 
MttordT^^      Thomas  £.  Bond  was  duly^elected  Editor  of  the  Chris- 
ttaa  Adroctte.  ^^  Advocate  and  Journal  at  New-York. 
Octreyaiding        On  the  first  ballot  for  Conesponding  Secretary  of  the 
Jg2^L^  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
dttjr.  there  was  no  choice.    On  the  second  ballot  Charles  Pit- 

man was  duly  elected  by  a  majority  of  the  votes. 
^S£f»^J^       Edward  Thompson  was  duly  elected  Editor  of  the 
ttM*  sapotfto-  Lgj^^3>  Repository  at  Cincinnati. 

ofw!  christiaa       Charles  Elliott  was  nominated  and  elected  Editor  of  the 
Advoeato.        Western  Christian  Advocate. 

OfteMmApo-       William  Nast  was  nominated  and  elected  Editor  of  tht> 
Christian  Apologist. 
George  Coles  was  nominated  and  elected  Assistant 
nTjomiZr*  Editor  of  the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal  at  New- 
York. 

Conference  resolved  that  when  we  adjourn  it  be  to 
meet  at  half-past  three  o'clock. 

P.  CraodaU  asked  for  leave  of  absence.  Leave,  was 
not  granted. 

J.  Spencer  offered. a  resolution,  which  was  on  motion 
\    laid  on  tbe  table. 
Mir  «^^«^      On  motion  of  J.  Early  the  order  of  business  was  sus- 
MM  wmfts^  pended«  the  hour  for  ordaining  the  Bishops  elect  having 
/     arrived. 

Brothers  Hamline  and  Janes,  the  Bishops  elect,  were 
.      tnvUed  to  chairs  in  front  of  tbe  altar,  the  former  sitting 


/ 


between  brolken  Pidkeiii^  and  Filaiorey  end  the  kller 
l^tween  brothers  L.  Pierce  and  Capers. 

The  CoUect  and  Epistle  weve  read  by  Bishop  Wai]|[h, 
the  Go8i>el  by  Bishop  Morris,  and  the  qnestione  and  pregr* 
ere  by^  Bishops  Soolc^  and  Heddinff* 

Brother  Hamline  was  presented  by  brothers  Piekedng 
and  Filmore,  and  brother  Janes  by  brothers  Pierce  ani 
Capers. 

The  impositieii  of  hands  was  by  the  fomr  Bish<q;»,  Sonle, 
Bedding,  Waogh,  and  Monris.  , 

Thus  Leonidas  Liont  Hamline,  and  Edorand  Storer 
Janes,  were  solemnly  ordained  Superintendents  or  Bishops 
of  the  Methodist  £]nscopal  Chinrch.  ,^ 

Bishop  Waugh  again  took  the  qhair,  and  bosiness  waa 
reramed.  On  moticm  of  J.  Early,  Conference  resolred  lo 
proceed  to  elect  the  Editors  of  |he  Richmond,  Sonthem; 
South-western,  Pittsburg,  and  Northern  Christian  Advor 
eates,  by  nomination ;  it  being  agreed  that  where  move 
than  one  nommation  was  made  the  election  should  be  by 
ballot. 

For  the  Richmond  Chriatianr  Advoeate,  Leroy  M.  Lee 
and  Edmund  W.  Sehon  were  put  in  norainatiett.  On  the 
&st  ballot  there  was  no  election.  On  the  second  ballot 
Leroy  M.  Lee  received  a  majority  of  all  the  votes,  and 
was  elected  Editor  at  Richmond. 

W.  M.  Wightman  was  nominated  and  elected  Editor  of 
the  Southern  Christian  Advocate. 

J.  B.  MTerrin  was  nominated  and  elected  Editor  of 
the  Soothe  Western  Christian  Advocate. 

William  Hunter  was  nominated  and  elected  Editor  of 
the  Pittsburg  Chriatian  Advocate. 

A  motion  to  go  into  the  election  of  Editor  of  the  Sun« 
day-School  Advocate  and  Books  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Nelson  Rounds  was  nonainated  and  elected  Editor  of 
the  Northern  Christian  Adviodate. 

A  moticm  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  it  was  defter^ 
minpd  to  have  a  Sunday-school  Editor,  was  laid  on  the 
teUe. 

A«  L.  P.  Green  moved  to  reconaid^  the  vote  on  the 
I3ale  of  Discipline  by  which  an  Assistant  Editor  aS.  the 
Christian  Advocate  and  Journal  at  New-Y(»k  wasap* 
pointed.  The  previous  questioh  was  moved,  and  the  call 
was  sustained.    The  motion  to  reconsider  prevailed. 

While  this  wami  under  discussion,  a  motion  to  prolong 
the  session  thirty  minutes,  and  another  to  extend  it  ten 
minutes,  were  lost. 

The  hear  hamg  arrived,  Coitference  adyonmed,  after 
prayer  by  brother  6.  South,  to  meet  again  at  half«paat 
three  V^odk. 
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June  lb.      *  MONDAY  AFTERNOON,  JUNE  10. 

Coafemiee  met  tx  half-past  iS^e  o'eloek*  Religious 
eacercisas  hj  barotker  l*rimble. 

The  journal  of  the  morning  was  read  and  approved. 

W.  W.  Redman  moved  that  the  Book  Agents  pay  to  W. 
Patton  the  sura  of  fifteen  doUarSi  ibr  expenses  incurred 
by  his  illness :  carried. 
Older  of  bosi-  Confeveilee  resumed  the  bnsiness  on  widcli  it  adjonmed, 
the  consideration  of  the  rule  appbinting  tts  Assistant  Edi- 
tor of  the  Ghristis^  Adirocate  dad  Joumsdi  J.  Early  moved 
to  reconsider  the  report  of  ^  Oommittee  on  the  Book 
Concern,  providing  for  an  Assistant  Editor  of  the  Ghlris* 
liaii  Advocate  and  Jomtial.  On  motion  this  was  laid  on 
Ae  table.  J.  Early  moved  to  suspend  the  fifteenth  role, 
to  entertain  a  motion  so  to  alter  the  Discipline  As  to  dis- 
pense with  the  office  of  Assistant  Editor  of  the  Chiistiaii 
Advocate  and  Journal :  lost 

On  motion,  Conference  proceeded  to  ballot  for  an  Edi- 
tor of  the  Sunday-School  Advocate  and  Sabbath-Seiiooi 
Books.  On  canvassing  the  votes,  it  appeared  that  no  can- 
didate had  received  a  maiori^of  all  the  votes.  A  motion 
was  adopted  to  make  this  election  by  nomination  and 
fcisiof  vote.  Daniel  P.  Kidder  was  then  nominated  and 
elected  Editor  of  the  Sunday-School  Advocate  and  Sab- 
bath-School Books. 

J.  Porter  presented  the  ftdlowing,  whioh  Was  adopted  :«^ 

*^Resolv^,  That  die  Conference  proceed  to  fix  the 
place  of  the  next  Conference,  and  to  appoint  a  committee 
to  estimate  the  salaries  ctf"  Uie  Agents  and  Editors  ap- 
pointed by  the  Conference,  in  the  mder  above  etated." 
-  Conference  proceeded  to  fix  the  place  of  the  session  of 
the  next  Conference.  Invitations  were  received  frotn 
Pittsburg,  Philadelpya,  Baltimore,  St  Lonis,  NeW-York, 
and  Louisville.  On  a  ballot  for  the  place  of  the  next 
Oen^ral  Conferebee,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  was  seleoted  by  a 
'^  .nwjority  of  votes. 

^^ttn^^^         The  Committee  to  make  the  Estimates  for  the  Exp^mes 

^^^'*'^**'     of  the  Book  Agento  and  Editors  forNew-York  Was  made 

to  consist  of  five.    A  committee  of  five  was  also  appointed 

fon  the  ofiice  in  Cincinnati. 

New-York.        ,    CoMUmEB  TO*  Nbw^Yoxx.— A.  Griftth,  P.  P;  Sssd- 

ford,  I.  Winner,  i.  Poriei,  N.  Bangs. 
<^BciiiB«ti.  CkntinTTXE.nm  CiironiifATi. — ^£.  W.  Sehon^  B.  T. 

Croach,  J.  Bw  Finky,  P.  Cartwright,  W;  H.  Raper. 
other  piMet.  «  Resolved,  That  the  Publishing  Committees  of  the 

aavend  )Ad«6csteS'  be  iSbe  conunittBes  Hor  estimating  &e 
«q»ns^  of  the  difthMtt  fidiitos;^ 

P.  Rice  moved  a  reconsideration  of  so  mush  of  ^.r^4 
port  on  Bomidaries  as  relates  to  Texas :  lost. 


Plaice  of  holding 
the  next  Gene- 
TilConfeieoce. 


K,  Wildy  oilMred  the  foUowiiig  r^sdution,  whiolL  was  Jhim  to. 

ndppted: —                                       '■                      .     ^.,  , 

*'  Resolved,  That  all  officers  appointed  i>y  this  Gkaeral  General  confti- 

Oonfer&oce  be  r^vired  to  present  and  e^hit  to  the  next  1S^mgaSt*Z 

General  CoQfejrenee  the  amount  reeeirad  by  Aeiii  te  S^£.^''*'*^ 
saTaries  and  travelluig  e9|>eases. 

"A.  WllEY, 

«  C.  W.  MoasK.'^ 

E.  Bowen  moved  the  foUowmg  amendmeni  to  the  Dis^  chang*  in  Vm- 
oipliocu  wMch  was  adopted: —  *  .  cIpUm. 

«  Resolved,  That  part  2,  sec.  8,  par.  17,  page  199,  be 
sanended  by  striking  out  the  woid  '  and*  before  '  PaitsbHrg,* 
a|kd  insertiag  after  it  the  words  '  and  Auburn.'  And  in  the 
same  paragraph,  after  the  word  'establishments,'  the  iol* 
lowing  words  diali  be  added— ^  but  in,  case  of  the  Norths 
em  Christian  Advocate,  the  Publishing  Committee  shal 
be  appointed  by  the  Oneida,  Genesee,  and  Black  River 
Conferences ;  and  shall  in>nsi8t  of  two  members  from  each 
of  these  Conferences.' " 

And  that  the  delegates  of  the  three  Conferences  be 
authorized  to  appoint  said  cooHnittee  until  the  Conferences 
aforesaid  shall  hold  their  next  annuiA  sessions. 

G.  W.  Clark  offered  the  following  rssdkitions  :■— 

"  L  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  'twS^toiSi 
Conferences  in  General  Conference  assembled,  That  we    restrictioD. 
recommend  the  alteration  or  changing  of  the  fourth  re>> 
striction^  chapter  1,  section  3,  of  the  Discipline,  so  far  as 
to  admit  of  the  fdlowing  change  in  the  Greneral  Rules,  viz. : 
£«r  the  present  rule  on  spirituous  liquors  to  substKtute  MrJ  ' 

Wesley's  original  rule,  which  is  in  the  li^owing  woids : 
^  Drunkenness  J  buying  or  selling  spintoens  liquors,  or  .     i 

drinking  them,  unless  in  cases  of  extreme  necessity.' 

*'  2.  Resolved,  'Hiat  the  Bish^s  be,  and  hetoby  afe  re* 
quested  to  present  a  copy  of  the  abore. resolution  tt»  eadi 
of  the  Annual  Conferences  at  their  next  seesi«is,.and  eq| 
soon  as  it  is  asoettained  diat  Ihreexfonrths  of  the  members  .  ; 

of  all  the  Annual  Conferences  who  shaU  be  prese«t  and 
vote  on  the  recommend  atioB,  eoncur  in  i^  the  altnratioii  '  , 

ehaU  take  effect. 

"G.  W.CI.AEK, 

"J.  J.Stbamiam,^ 

for  the  above  resolutioas,  99  ^oted  in  the  affirmative,  Tote  ca  the 

and  33  in  the  negative.  '**^*' 

J.  Early  offered  the  following  resolution  :— 

"  Resolved,  That  tt  shall  reqnire  tw6-thiirds  of  all  the  Resointioii  d«. 

toembees  elect  of  the  General  Confoience  to  make  *  ^n-  ££2^^S» 

ntiMional  mMority  to  focommend  to.ahet  this  reslriidi?e  n^ctiTe 

rules."  '^^ 


avMio.  This  wu  Tojected,  53  toting  in  the  ttfiniiatiYe,  and  90 

in  the  negative.  The  question  was  taken  bj  jneas  and 
navs  as  Mlows :— • 

T«M.  Yeas— Benton,  J.  Porter,  Ninde,  Hibbard,  Sehon,  N. 

G.  Benyman,  Redman,  Baseom,  Gunn,  KaTsnaugh,  Ste- 
venson, Crouch,  S.  Patton,  Striagfield,  MTerrin,  Green, 
Madden,  Harris,  Jo3mer,  Parker,  Ratcliffe,  Drake,  Lane, 
Murrah,  Boring,  Ghmrett,  L.  Pierce,  Parks,  Glenn,  Evans, 
Longstreet,  Capers,  Wightman,  Betts,  Dunwody*,  J.  Jame- 
son, Doub,  Blake,  Early,  Lee,  W.  A.  Smith,  Crowder,  Grif- 
'  fith.  Bear,  Morgan,  Sargent,  Collins,  Gere,  Hildt,  Durbin, 
Neal---d2. 

M9B-  Nats — ^Bangs,  Carpenter,  G.  Peck,  Stratten,  Sandford, 

F.  Reed,  Ferguson,  Martindale,  Lovejcy,  Upham,  Town- 
send,  King,  CrandaU,  Pickmng,  Hill,  £.  Rc^inson,  Ra»- 

,  dall,  Morse,  Hobart,  Nickerson,  Webber,  £.  Scott,  Kelly, 
Perkins,  Dow,  Spanlding,  Cahoon,  Cass,  Wever,  Covel, 
Spicer,  Coleman,  Hooghtaling,  J.  T.  Peck,  A.  D.  Peck, 
A.  Adams,  Baker,  Snyder,  Comfort,  Rounds,  Row,  Bowen, 
Holmes,  Filmore,  Luckey,  Seager,  AbeU,  Hosmer,  Alver* 
son,  Steadman,  Bain,  G.  W.  Clark,  J.  Robinson,*  Good- 
win, W.  Hunter,  H.  Spencer,  S.  Elliott,  Bojd,  Dnim- 
mond,  C.  Elliott,  Raper,  Finley,  Connell,  Power,  Poe, 
Yocum,  G.  Smith,  Baughman,  Simpson,  Wiley,  Ames, 
Eddy,  Weed,  Sinclair,  H.  W.  Reed,  Mitchell,  Akers, 
Cartwrtght,  Vancleve,  J.  M.  Jameson,  A.  Hunter,  Winans, 

G.  F.  Pierce,  Slicer,  White,  W.  Cooper,  Winner,  J.  S. 
Porter,  Shaw,  Sovereign— 90. 

Bmoob^  i*ttar      BishopSoule  presented'a  letter  from  H.  B.  Baseom,  in  be- 

to  btpSotaSRS  ^^  ^^  ^®  southern  deletions,  and  brethren  signing  die 

cowMcttoB       Protest  of  the  minority,  ^ich  Dr.  Baseom  presented  and 

-mm  tiw  FiTP-  ^^  ^^  Thursday  6th  inst.    It  was  addressed  to  Bishops 

Soule,  Hedding,  Waugh,  and  Morris.     It  was  read,  and 

ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  journal  immediately  after 

the  Protest,  and  printed  in  connection  with  it.    (See  Ap- 

pendiXy-dostJ.f- -~ .^ 

BtpMttfftto  '^'  ^*  P*  Duibin,  churmaa  of  the  committee  to  prepare  a   | 
ggygig  *g.  statement  of  the  facts  connected  with  the  proceedings  in 
goc— dinpin.  I  ^  case  of  Bishop  Andrew,  presented  and  read,  the  report 
4^tSi  auw.  '^  ^  '^^  committee.    E.  R.  Ames  moyed  that  the  report  of 
'  the  Connnittee  be  entered  on  thcijoumal,  and  pmfieA,^^-^ 
'      It  tras  on  motion  resolved,  that^^en  we  ilgjoum,  we 
adjourn  to  meet  at  half-past  eight  o'clock  this  evening. 

After  the  benediction  by  brother  Griffith,  Conference 
adjourned. 

MONDAY  NIGHT,  JUNE  10.  \ 

Conference  met,  according  to  adjournment,  at  half-^ast 
exghft  o'dock.  Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair,  and  was  (^lened 
with  religiotis  exercises  by  brother  Houghtaling. 
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Tbe  jonnial  of  tfaia  sftenKwn  was  read  and  cod-      J^utM 
finned. 

A  mottoo,  by  N.  Banga,  to  lay  oa  the  table,  for-tiie  pre* 
sent,  the  resolution  of  £.  R.  Ames,  to  record  and  print 
the  report  which  was  under  discussion  at  the  aidoummenty 
was  rejected.  The  discussion  was  resumed,  and,  after 
some  time  had  elapsed,  J.  Perkins  moved  the  previoos 
question.  The  call  was  sustained.  The  yeas  and  nays 
were  demanded,  and  ordered  by  the  number  deemed  re* 
qnisite.  The  call  was  made  by  the  Secretary,  and  116 
voted  in  favour  of  the  resolution  to  record  and  print  the  .^^^,  ^^^ 
report,  and  26  against  it.  tkonadopM. 

YtBAs— Bangs,  Rice,  6.  Peck,  Stratten,  Sandford,  F.  Twioyteoi^ 
Reed,  I^erguson,  Martindale,  Lovejoy,  Upham,  Benton>  ISSnpoiC^ 
Townsend,  J.  Porter,  Pickering,  Hill,  E.  Kobinson,  Ho* 
bart,  Nickerson,  E.  Scott,  Kelly,  Perkins,  Dow,  Caea, 
Spaulding,  Gaboon,  Sejrmour,  Wever,  Covel,  Spicer,  Cole- 
man, Houghtaling,  J.  T.  Peck,  A.  D.  Peck,  A.  Adams, 
Baker,  Ninde,  Snyder,  Comfort,  Rounds,  Shepherd,  Row, 
Bowen,^  Holmes,  Filmore,  Luckey,  Steele,  Seager,  AbeD, 
Hosmer,  Alverson,  Steadman,  Bain,  6.  W.  Claxk,  J.  . 
Robinson,  W.  Hunter,  Spencer,  S.  Elliott,  Boyd,  Drum* 
mond,  C.  Elliott,  Raper,  Sehon,  Trimble,  Com^,  E. 
Thompson,  Power,  Poe,  Yocum,  Runnells,  6.  Smith,  Bit- 
lings,  Baughman,  Simpson,  Wiley,  Ames,  Ruter,  Eddy, 
Weed,  Sinclair,  H.  W.  Reed,  MitcheH,  Cartwriffht,  Yaa- 
cleve,  J.  M.  Jameson,  Bascom,  Kavanaugh,  Crouch,  BmA, 
Sevier,  Patton,  Stringfield,  Paine,  M'F^rrin,  Parker,  A. 
Hunter,  Fowler,  Drdie,  Lane,  'Hamilton,  L.  Pierce,  W. 
A.  Smith,  Wightman,  Walker,  Slicer,  Griffith,  Bear,  Mor- 
^n,  Sargent,  Collins,  Gere,  Durbin,  White,  Winner,  J.  9. 
Porter,  Shaw,  Neal— 116. 

Nats — King,  Randall,  Morse,  Webber,  Redman,  Har- 
ris, M'Mahan,  Joyner,  Ratcliffe,  Boring,  Garrett,  6.  P. 
Pierce,  Parks,  Glenn,  Evans,  Longstreet,  Betts,  Dun- 
wody,  J.  Jameson,  Doub,  Blake,  Early,  Crowder,  Hildl,    . 
W.  Cooper,  Sovereign— 26. 

So  the  report  by  the  above  vote  was  ordered  to  be 
entered  on  the  journal,  and  printed.  (See  Appendii, 
Doc.  K.) 

On  motion  of  A.  L.  P.  Green,  the  report  of  the  select 
committee  on  a  more  efficient  and  uniform  plan  of  rainag 
money  for  missionary  purposes  was  called  up.  The  re- 
port was  read,  and,  on  motion  d*  N,  Bangs,  adopted.  It 
is  as  follows :—  * 

u  The  coomiittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of 
devising  some  more  efficient  and  uniform  plan  of  raisag 
money  for  missionary  purposes,  after  having  taken  the 
subject  into  consideraticm,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  M- 
lowing  ^— 
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HmH,  (( 1,  We  recommend)  that  witbid  the  boimde  of  aacli 

%ni8^'ii^  Annual  Conference  there  shall  be  established  a  Conference 
nanarrfandB.  Missionary  Society,  auxiliary  to  the  Missionary  Society 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with  branches,  under 
such  regulations  as  the  Conferences  reepectively  shall* 
prescribe.  Each  Conference  Missionary  Society  shall 
MUAualiy  transmit  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the 
Parent  Society  a  copy  of  its  Annual  Report,  embracing  the 
operation  of  its  branches,  and  shall  also  notify  the  Trea- 
rarer  of  the  amount  collected  in  aid  of  the  missionary 
cause,  which  amount  shall  be  subject  to  the  order  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Parent  Society. 

"2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  Annual  Conference  to 
appoint  some  month  witbin  the  Conference  year,  in  whifih 
missionary  collections  shall  be  taken  up  within  their  re- 
t^ctive  bounds,  and  also  to  make  such  arrangements 
oonceming  branch  societies  as  may  be  deemed  expe- 
dient. 

*^  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Presiding  Elders  to  bring 
ihe  subject  of  our  missions  before  the  Quarterly  Meeting 
.Conference  of  each  circuit  and  station  within  their  dis- 
Iricts,  as  early  in  the  Conference  year  as  may  be  practica- 
.Ue,  and  the  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference  shall  proceed 
to  appoint  a  committee  of  not  less  than /Sv0,  nor  more  than 
*  MW^  all  of  whom  shall  be  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Missions, 
who$e  duty  it  shall  be  to  aid  the  Presiding  Elder  and 
preacher  in  charge,  in  Jtaising  Missionary  Societies,  taking 
up  cdleetions,  and  in  any  other  way  which  the  Quarterly 
-Meeting  Conference  may  judge  necessaiy  for  the  purpose 
ef  raising  missionary  funds ;  such  as  having  sermons 
preached,  or  lectures  delivered,  on  the  subject  of  missions, 
V  ''.  n&  the  establiehing  of  missionary  prayer  meetings,  for 
the  promotion  of  the  cauae. 

.  **  It  shKll  be  the  duty  of  the  preachers  in  charge  ci 
oitimiits  and  stations  to  organize  one  pr  more  Mksicmary 
Societies  in  their  respective  charges,  if  it  should  be  prae- 
ijcable ;  to  hear  any  name  which  the  societies  may  choose : 
.ftkMrided  always  that  these  societies  shall  be  auxiliary  to 
the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Annual  Conference  to  which 
:eocb  charges  may  belong,  and  shall  be  governed  by  such 
mkis/end  regulations  as  ue  Annual  Conference  may  pre- 
4ic]^.  It  shall  also  be  their  diHy  to  take  up,  or  cause  to 
•be  tftken  up,  «  missionary  collection  in  each  and  every 
congregation  within  their  respective  charges,  at  sucltiL  time 
MB  may  be  fixed  on  by  the  Amemal  Conference*  It  shall 
.be  their  duty,  further,  to  appoint,  in  every  clas^  within 
;^ir  charges,  a  miasionary  collect<»:,  who  shall  keep  a 
book,  in  wnich  shall  be  enrolled  the  names  of  all  ,the  mem- 
bers of  the  class,  and  shall  collect  (rom  each  member  «^ 
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mny  feel  disposed  so  to  contribtitey  at  the  rate  of  one  ceal       ^^^  ^^' 
per  week;  or  fifty  ceots  per  year ;  and  shall  pay  over  the  'iS^^^g^ 
aiwa  so  coUected  to  the  preacher  in  charge,  at  or  before    ^kmiy  fimdsi 
the  last  quarterly  meeting  in  the  Conference  year»  and  the 
preacher  in  charge  shall  transmit  the  s(|me  to  the  Annual 
Conference,  to^eth^  with  such  sums  as  may  hare  been 
collected  by  him  from  the  congregations,  as  well  as  all 
sums  received  from  branch  societies^  pr  otherwise,  all  of  ^ 

which  shall  be  re^rted  in  writing. 

"  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting  Confer* 
cnces,  from  time  to  time,  to  fill  i^  vacancies  which  may 
occur  in  the  Missionary  Committee,  which  committee 
shall  have  the  right  to  a  seat  in  the  Quarterly  Meeting 
Conference,  during  its  action  cm  the  subject  of  missions, 
but  at  no  other  time. 

''  6.:  In  order  to  keep  up  such  Missionary  Societies  as 
may  be  established,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Missionary 
Committee  to  use  their  best  efiforts  to  hold,  at  least  once  a 
year,  a  meeting  of  the  Missionary  Society  within  the 
charge  to  which  they  may  belong;  in  doing  which  they 
shall' have  the  aid  of  the  preacher  in  charge,  and  also 
of  the  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference,  if  need  be. 

<*  7.  It  will  be  expected  that  in  the  examination  in  the 
Annual  CoQference>  a  reference  will  be  had  w  the  faithful 
performance  of  the  duty  of  preachers  on  this  subject,,  in 
th^  passage  of  chavacter.  ^ 

"  A.  L.  P.  Green,  CAainwon." 

"  Yonr  committee  would  recommend,  should  this  xeport  mtw^M   f» 
be  adopted,  thai,  it  should  stand  in  our  Discipline  ja  thQ    fore   ^ 
following  order :  let  these  articles,  come  in  first  under  tha    ^^ 
head  '  Support  of  Missions^'  sec.  6,,p9g;e  178. 

"  The  first  article  in  this  report  is.  the  ttiirdasticla  under 
the'  head  ^  Seaport  of  Missions,'  which  we  propose  to 
adopt  as  the  &rst ;  and  let  the  first  and  second,  as  now 
found  in  the  Discipline,  follow  these  articles,  which  will 
maie  them  the  eighth  and.  ninth  articles ;  and  that  the 
other  articles  in  the  chapter  follow  in,  their  osdeis,  ecxmpt 
the  eighth  a»di  ninth  aitfticlea,  which  werecoKmnend  to  be 
.  atdcken  out  of  the  Discipline. 

"  All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted^ 

"  A.  U  P.  GajftsyKi,  Chaimm:' 

-     One  motipn  of  f.  Early,  a  committee  of  three,  to  super-  Committee  on 
intend  the  publication  of  a  revised  edition  of  the  Disci-    jwJd^*!°  ^ 
pline^  was  ordered.     Drs.  Peck,  Bangs.^  wi  Bwid  i»ere 
nominated*  and  appoint^  said  committee; 

J.  Early  ofiered  the  following,  whiich,  on  mouon^  wm 
laid  on  the  tablor:-^ 

"  Bi^elv^Qdt;  Thsit  in  the  event  of  an-  organiaatim  o(.» 

K 
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Jourmd  rf  Oenend  Conference^  1644. 


RasohitioiM  on 
the  Bible  cavM. 


J^e  10.       Soathern  Church,  the  Liberia  Mission  Conference  be 
placed  in  connection  "vrith  said  Southern  Church.'' 
Report  on  Bible       On  motion  of  L.  Pierce,  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
cMiee  adopted.  ^^^  gj^jj^  Cause  was  taken  up,  re^d,  and  its  resolutions, 
from  the  first  to  the  fourth,  adopted,  as  follows  :— *• 

"  1.  Resolved,  That  we  have  entire  confidence  in  the 
wisdom,  integrity,  and  efficiency  of  the  American  Bible 
Society. 

"  2.  That  as  a  General  Conference  we  fully  approve  of 
the  catholic  spirit  and  plan  of  the  society. 

"  3.  That  as  a  General  Conference  litre  earnestly  recom- 
mend to  all  the  Annual  Conferences  a  zealous  co-c^era- 
tion  with  the  American  Bible  Society  in  giving  the  Holy 
Scriptures  as  speedily  as  possible  to  all  the  world. 

"  4.  That  the  Discipline,  chapter  1 ,  section  3,  question 
17,  be  so  altered  as  to  read  thus :  '  What  has  been  con- 
tributed for  the  support  of  missions  ?  What  for  the  pub- 
lication of  tracts  and  Sunday-school  books  ?  And  what 
to  aid  the  American  Bible  Society  and  its  auxiliaries  V 
"  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

"L.  Pierce,  Chairman," 


Alteration  in 
IHacipUne. 


Report  adopted. 


Biahop  Bedding 
notxeqdjredto 


woik. 


eilbctiTe 


A  motion  to  adjourn  was  rejected. 

The  report,  as  a  whole,  was  adopted.  (See  Appendix, 
Doc.      .) 

The  following,  respecting  Bishop  Hedding,  was  adopt- 
ed : — 

"  Whereas  Bishop  Hedding  has  signified  to  this  Gen- 
eral Conference  his  doubts  whether  he  will  be  able  to  do 
all  the  work  of  an  effective  Superintendent  during  the 
four  years  to  come ;  therefore 

"  Resolved,  That  he  be  not  required  to  do  more  tlian 
in  his  judgment  he  shall  be  able. 

"  S.  LUCKXT, 

«  G.  Peck." 


The  following  resolution  was  presented,  and,  on  mo- 
tion, laid  on  the  table : — 

"  Resolved,  That  by  the  vote  taken  to-night  on  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  appointed  on  Friday  last  to  prepare  - 
a  statement  of  facts  in  the  case  of  Bishop  Andrew,  this 
General  Conference  has  virtually  adopted  that  report. 

"  G.  F.  Pierce, 
"  W.  A.  Smith.''     ^^ 


W.  M.  Wightman  offered  the  resolution  following. 
Motions  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  and  indefinitely  to  postpone 
it,  were  rejected.    It  was  adopted,  viz. : — ^ 

"  Resolved,  That  there  «hall  be  a  superintendent  of  the 
missions  to  Che  coloured  people  in  the  South  Carolina, 


Georgift^  and  Alabama  Conferences,  to  be  appointed  by  -^''^^*i 
the  Bishop  presiding  in  diose  Conferences.    And  it  shaU    o/misiioiis^ 
be  his  duty  to  serve  the  interests  of  those  missions  by    t^"cJJJ  *" 
travelling  extensively,  among  ,them,  advising  the  mission* 
aries,  making  collecdons,  and  promoting  to  the  utmost  of 
his  power  the  most  efficient  prosecution  and  extension  of 
the  work.     His  subsistence  and  travelling  expenses  to  be 
provided  for  by  the  missionaiy  committee  of  these  Con* 
ferences  concurrently."  * 

A  moticm  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  a 
Course  of  Study  for  Licentiates  was  rejected. 

On  motion,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Educa- 
tion was  requested  to  present  his  report.  H.  B.  Bascom 
presented  and  read  the  report.  The  resoludon  appended, 
and  the  preamble,  were  adopted.  The  resolution  is  as 
follows : — 

*' Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Sepoit  on  Bdu- 
Conferences,  in  General  Conference  assembled.  That.  ******"" 
until  a  more  eligible  system  of  collegiate  and  academic 
instruction  can  be  adopted  and  carried  into  effect,  it  is 
urgently  reconmiended  to  the  Annual  Conferences,  and 
the  church  at  large,  to  prosecute,  with  vigour  and  perse- 
verance, the  enterprise  and  interests  of  education  as  now 
existing  in  the  church." 

On  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  the  following  was  added : —      AiiditioiiainM>- 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  the  Editors  of  our  periodicals  be    **'*"^ 
directed  to  plead  in  behalf  of  the  cause  of  education." 

H.  Slicer  offeried  the  following  resolutioiis,  which  were 
agreed  to  by  a  unanimous  rising  vote  : — 

'*  1 .  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Conference  are  niuks  to  tbo 
due,  and  are  hereby  tendered  to  the  principal  Secretary,    '•«•*■■>••» 
T.  B.  Sargent,  and  to  his  assistants,  J.  B.  Hpu^taling, 
W.  Kenny,  and  V.  Buck,  for  the  very  able  and  faithful 
matiner  in  which  they  have  discharged  dieir  arduous  duties 
to  Ais  body. 

"2.  Resolved,  That  this  Conference  highly  appreciate  ^JStoi^nT 
the  hospitality  of  those  citizens  of  New- York  who  have 
so  kindly  entertained  the  members  of  the  General  Con- 
ference during  their  protracted  stay  in  this  city. 

"  3.  Resolved,  That  the  above  resolutions  be  published  'JJS^J* 
in  the   Christian  Advocate   and  Journal ;  and  that  the 
second  be  read  from  the  pulpits  of  New-York  and  Brook* 
lyn  on  Sabbath  next." 

'l/f.  A.  Smith  presented  and  read  his  protest  against  the  ^.  a.  swft 
decision  of  this  Conference  on  the  appeal  of  Francis  A.  ^SSS!" 
Harding  from  the  action  bf  the  Baltimore  Annual  Confer- 
ence, and  asked  leave  to  have  his  protest  recorded.  The 
chair  decided  that  the  person  presenting  a  protest  is 
entitled  to  the  privilege  oi  having  it  recorded.  From  this 
decision  J.  A.  Collins  appealed.    On  patting  ihe  appeal 
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'to  vote,  the  opinion  of  the  chair  wae  reversed.    Od 

tion,  the  ^tester  had  Leave  to  withdraw  hie  prot^ist. 

^    'On  motum  of  S.  Luckey  and  S^."Martu)daIe7the  foUow- 
ing  direction  was  aigreed  to : — 

Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  be,  and  they  here- 
by are  directed  to  pay  brother  P.  P.  Sandfbrd  the  amount 
of  his  salary  until  the  close  of  the  New-York  Confer- 
ence. 

J.  P.  Durbin  announced  that  in  conformity  with  a  pre- 
vious resolution  of  this  Conference,  the  delegation  from 
the  Philadelphia  Conference,  on  their  part,  had  appointed 
JaniAs  Massey  and  John  Kennaday  members  of  the  Book 
Committee  at  New-York. 

J.  K.  Shaw,  for  the  New-Jersey  Conference,  announced 
that  the  delegates  had  appointed  Isaac  Winner  and  Wil- 
liam Roberts,  on  the  part  of  that  Conference,  members  of 
the  Book  Committee  at  New- York. 

E.  R.  Ames,  for  die  Indiana  delegation,  announced  that 
Allen  Wiley  and  Augustus  Eddy  were  appointed  members 
of  the  Book  ConBunittee  at  Cincinnati,  on  behalf  of  the 
Indiana  Coi^eience. 

B.  T.  Crouch,  for  the  Kentucky  Conference  delegation, 
gave  notice  that  John  C.  Hanriaon  and  Hubbard  H. 
Kavanaugh  had  been  chosen,  on  the  part  of  the  Kentucky 
Confereooey  members  of  the  Book  Ccmunittee  at  Cin- 
cinnati. 

J.  M.  Trimble,  Cox  the  Ohio  Conference  delegation, 
announced  that  Michael  Marley  and  George  W.  Walker 
were  chosen,  in  behalf  of  the  Ohio  Conference^  members 
of.  the  Book  Comnuttee  at  Cincinnati 

On  motion,  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  and  Cincin- 
nati were  anthorized  to  call  together  in  those  places  the 
resjpective  Book  Committees,  as  early  as  the  Agents  deem 
it  neeessaiy  to  have  such  a  meeting. 

On  motion  of  C.  Betts,  the  appeal  of  Jos.  Cnrtaiu  was 
taken  up^  and  referred  back  to  the  S«uth  Carolina  Con- 
ference for  a  new  trial,  in  consequence  of  the  informality 
of  the*  record  touching  the  proceedii^s  had  in  the  trial  be^ 
fore  the  said  Conference* 

On  motion,  &  unanimous  rising  vote  of  thanks  was  ten- 
dered to  the  trustees  of  the  Greene-street  church,  for  the 
use  of  the'  house  dunng  the  session  of  the  General  Con- 
ference. 

By  a  farther  resolution,,  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York 
were  directed  to  pay  to  the  trustees  any  extra  expenses 
incurred  by  entertaining  the  General  Conference  in  this 
cbnrch., 

On  motion  of  P.  Cartwright«  the  minntes  of  to-night's 
session  were  read,  amended^i  and  confirmed,  preparatory 
to  a,  fbal  ^jouxnmenL 
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At  a  quarter  after  twelve  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the       J"»«  ^^^ 
eleventh  of  June,  and  after  prayer  by  brother  Dunwody,  ^^^  tdionm- 
Conference  adjourned  to  meet  on  the  first  day  of  May,    ment. 
1848,  in  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  state  of  Pennsylvania. 

Thus  ended  die  ninth  delegated  General  Conference  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

JOSHUA  SOULE, 
£LUAH  HEDDIN6, 
BEVERLY  WAUGH, 
THOMAS  A.  MOERIS, 
LEONIDAS  L.  HAMLINE, 
EDMUND  STORER  JANES, 
BUhopa  of  the  Meihoditt  EpUeopal  Chtirch 

Thomas  B.  Sarosnt,  Secretary. 

J.  B.  HOUGHTALING,   ) 

Valentine  Buck,      \AsstsUmt  Secretaries. 


APPENDIX. 


A.— ADDRESS  OF  THE  BISBOPB. 

To  the  General  Cmferenee  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church: 

Rsv.  AND  Dear  Brethren,-- Yon  ate  now  assembled  in  the 
ninth  session  of  yonr  body  since  its  organisation  under  a  Constitntio 
which,  while  it  defines  and  restricts  your  powers,  affords  a  permanent^ 
secnrity  of  the  rights  and  pririleges  of  the  great  and  growing  body  of  ] 
misisters  and  people  which  you  represent. 

If  we  review  the  operations  of  this  system  from  the  period  of  its 
adoption  to  the  present  time,  it  can  scarcely  fail  to  produce  the  con- 
viction that  ii  was  founded  in  wisdom ;  and  that  the  great  Head  of 
the  Church  has  owned  it  in  an  extraordinary  manner. 

No  period  of  our  denominational  existence  has  been  more  signally 
distinguished  by  great  and  extensive  revivals  of  the  work  of  God,  and  . 
the  increase  of  the  Church,  than  the  last  four  years  :  and  the  unity  | . 
and  peace  of  the  ministiy  and  membership,  with  few  exceptions,  have  1 
be^  preserved  and  strengthened.  The  excitements  which  have  had  r 
a  tendency  to  disturb  these  elements  of  our  strength  and  prosperity  | 
have  greatly  subsided,  and  a  healthy  reaction  has  succeeded.  Out  I 
missions,  in  general,  are  in  a  prosperous  condition ;  and  some  of  / 
them  have  been  distinguished  by  extraordinary  success.  * 

Assembled  as  we  are,  under  such  circumstances,  our  first  act  should 
be  an  humble  and  devout  offering  of  thanlcsgiving  and  praise  to  God 
for  his  great  and  manifold  mercies  bestowed  upon  us ;  and  especially 
for  the  gracious  and  powerful  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  by  which 
alone  the  ministiy  of  the  word  has  been  made  effectual  in  the  awa« 
kening  and  conversion  of  so  great  a  number  of  souls  for  whom  Christ 
shed  his  most  precious  blood,  and  in  building  up  believers  iA  their 
most  holy  faith.  And  to  this  thankful  acknowledgment  we  should 
add  the  confession  of  our  unworthiness  of  the  grace  so  richly  be- 
stowed, and  sincere  and  fervent  su|^lication  for  Uie  continuance  of 
the  same  spiritual  and  heavenly  benediction.  ' 

In  the  transaction  of  the  important  business  which  will  come  before 
you,  as  the  representatives  of  a  numerous  and  rapidly-increasing  reli- 
gious community,  it  will,  doubtless,  be  deeply  impressed  upon  your 
minds  that,  according  to  our  ecclesiastical  organization,  you  are, 
under  God,  the  constitutional  body  in  which  the  conservative  elements 
of  the  peace  and  unity  of  the  Church  repose  :  and  consequently,  that 
all  your  acts  should  be  the  result  of  calm  deliberation  and  careful 
analysis,  guided  by  enlarged  and -enlightened  views,  and  accompanied 
with  much  pmyer. 

.  £ach  Annual  Conference,  being  only  one  member  of  an  entire  and 
united,  body,  should  be  represmited  with  strict  regard  to  this  eonnec- 


152  Address  ofti^  Bishops. 

• 

tion.    If  these  principles  are  duly  appreciated,  no  local  or  party  riews 
or  interests  will  divide  your  counsels,  consume  your  time,  or  give  rise 
to  useless  or  impassioned  debate.    Each  delegate,  free  from  &e  tram- 
mels of  special  mstructions,  will  consider  himself  under  higher  and 
holier  bonds.     He  will  perceive  and  feel  his  relation  to  thousands  of 
ministers,  and  more  than  a  million  of  the  household  of  faith ;  and  that 
he  is  acting  for  generations  yet  unborn.     And  under  the  influence  of 
such  views  and  feelings,  **  the  meditations  of  his  heart,  and  the  words 
of  his  lips,"  will  be  employed  for  the  promotion  o(  the  general  good. 
\      It  should  never  be  forgotten  that  those  fundamental  principles 
Iwhioh  define  and  limit  the  powers  of  the  (General  Conferenoe,  and 
I  secure  the  privileges  of  every  minister  and  member,  w^e  settled  by 
/  the  body  oif  ministers  assembled  in  conventional  form,  with  great 
/  unanimity,  after  long,  deliberate,  and  careful  investigatioii.    And  h  is 
I  equally  worthy  of  regard,  that  the  Church,  with  Jmost  unanimdOB 
I  consent,  and  with  heart^felt  satisfaction,  looked  to  the  83nBtem  as  a 
I  haven  of  safety,  ^md  a  dwelling  place  of  ^  quietness  and  assurance." 
t       In  this  happy  state  of  things,  embracing  all  the  essential  elements 
J  of  the  voluntary  principle,  the  ministers  dependant  upon  the  peo^e 
whom  they  served  in  the  Gospel  word  and  ordinances,  and  die  peo- 
ple united  to  their  ministers  by  the  bonds  of  affection  and  esteem,  the 
work  of  the  Lord  steadily  advanced ;  new  and  extennve  fields  of 
labour  were  constantly  opening  before  us ;  the  borders  of  our  2iM 
were  greatly  enlarged ;  and  thoiusands  and  tens  of  thottsands  were 
brought  under  divine  influence,  and  joined  in  the  communion  of  the 
Church.    The  events  of  each  succeeding  year  have  afforded  addi- 
tional proofs  of  the  soundness  of  the  system,  and  of  its  adaptation  to 
the  ends  for  which  it  was  designed. 

In  view  (^  these  weighty  considerations,  the  voice  of  wisdom  ad- 
moaishes  OS  that  any  attempt  to  change  or  modify  these  ooni^titutio&al 
principles,  under  such  circumstances,  is  doubtful  in  policy,  and  dan- 
gerous in  experiment. 

The  history  of  legislation,  both  civil  and  ecclesiastical,  wifi  afibrd 
osefid  and  important  lessons,  which,  if  duly  appreciated,  and  wisely 
improved,  may  guard  us  in  safety  against  those  speculative  theories 
which,  in  their  operation,  have  too  often  disturbed  the  peace  of  coin- 
mnnities. 

Eweessive  legislation  andfrequsfa  ckangs  of  laws,  especially  in  re- 
presentative bodies,  where  age,  and  experience,  and  wisdom,  are  not 
alvrays  reflarded  by  constituents  as  the  safest  attributes  in  guiding  the 
.affSurs  of  Uia  Church  or  of  the  stale,  may  be  eonsidersd  as  not  among 
the  least  evils  of  the  age  in  w^h  we  live. 

In  eonclusion  of  these  preliminary  remnka,  we  add  onr  fervent 
prayer  to  the  Father  of  lights,  that  while  ron  attend  with  suitable 
jj^reace  to  the  instructions  famished  by  the  history  of  the  past,  you 
Siay  be  illnminated^nd  guided  in  all  your  d^d)eiations  and  acta  by 
tbttt  wisdom  which  is  from  above,  the  attributes  of  which  Are  piuity, 
peace,  gentleness,  kindness,  mercy,  impartiality,  and  truth. 

The  cup  of  humiaa  happiness  is  not  unmin^ed  with  sorrow  ^  but 
whil^  we  rejoice  we  mourn.    19^rice  yomf  last  session  ourrenenUe 


imMT  Bisliop  kas  ftakhed  tt»  c<MlM»  In  Aie  Ckureli  mititaiK,  tdtd 
watered  into  posMssi^fiof  ihe'6t«niial  itthetfteano^  of  die  Joy  of  his 
iioard.  His  lofaig,  Mud  lsAxMrk»B,  and  ev^ntfiil  life  w&s  trlosed  in  cahxr- 
lQ«88y  Bud  peaea,  aad  donidene^  in  6od,  tbiough  the  merits  of  M^ 
Unly  ixyid  and  Satipmr^  In  the  tharaetet  of  this  fetthfiil  setrant 
of  €brisl  and  Ids  Chcirch^  the  atttibuted  of  &  pridiitive  CiKti8fitti& 
Bishop  weve  developed  in  an  einineni  degiTee ;  and  in  his  life,  nsA 
mdmatsy,  and  liupeiiiiiendence  of  the  Chureh,  he  has  left  an  illtistrious 
Dxampie  to  those  who  sttrWve  Mm.  He  travelled,  and  preached  tfa6 
<9oMpel^  for  more  than  forty  years ;  and  Ibr  blmost  twenty-seven  yeaJr$ 
disdiarged  the  arduous  duties  of  n  general  Superintendent.  Hi^ 
preaching  was  distinguished  by  the  eec3  of  conviction  and  the  author 
riiy  Of  innocence ;  and  his  official  sdmintstoation  by  firmnese,  gentle* 
oess,  and  love.  In  all  the  labours,  and  snfiTerings,  and  perils  ^  his 
pidilio  life,  he  was  sustained  by  the  grace  of  God,  in  patience  which 
forgets  or  refuses  to  complain---fortitude  which  supports  every  burden 
«*M-and  courage  which  knows  no  fear  either  in  the  expectation  or  \ 
netoid  presence  of  danger.  In  the  amiabieness  of  his  spirit^^the  hu^^ 
tnility  of  his  int&d--^^e  comrtesy  of  his  mannera— the  kmdness  of  his 
srords  and  actions,  and  in  the  spirituality  and  power  of  his  ministry, 
diere  is  a  sweet  savour  which  wi)l  embalm  him  in  the  memory  of  the 
numsteni  and  people  of  his  charge.  Bishop  Roberts  has  left  to  the 
Church  an  aged  widow,  who  is  waiting,  for  a  short  time,  to  be  in« 
dneted  ifito  the  society  of  saints  and  angels  in  the  heavenly  temple. 
We  commend  her  to  your  sympathies  and  prayers. 

As  our  beloved  Bisaop  was  called  from  his  labour  to  his  reward  be- 
finre  the  oommeneemant  of  the  sessions  of  the  Ck>nfetences  in  his  last 
^vision  of  the  work,  an  increaae  of  labour  ^d  responsibility  neces- 
sarily devolved  on  his  surviving  c<^leagues.  But  by  divine  aid,  suit- 
ing  our  strength  to  our  day^  we  have  been  enabled  to  meet  ill  the 
COTferenees  whidh  he  woidd  have  met  had  he  lived. 

Connected  with  &is  notice  of  the  demise  of  our  lamented  senior 
Superintendent,  we  deem  it  our  doty  to  subibit  ibr  your  consideratioik 
such  views  and  facts  as  we  conceive  of  vital  importance  in  establish** 
lag  and  perpetuating  the  principles,  and  accomplishing  the  designs,  of 
Wesle^an  Me^dim  as  we  received  it  Irom  our  fathers.    - 

TheitiBeiaat  plan  of  praaehing  the  Goapel  is  an  essential  element 
of  this  system.  It  was  laid  as  the  chiof  stone  in  the  foundation  of 
Hm  whole  building;  and  on  ^stability,  in  ihe  judgment  of  its  great 
founder,  and  his  illustrious  contemporaries^  the  progress  and  final  com- 
pletion  of  the  whole  stntcture  dep«aded.  These  great  and  good  men, 
after  serving  their  generation,  have  fallen  asleep,  and  left  to  us,  and 
to  our  suocesioni,  a  precious  legacy  in  die  validity  of  their  principles, 
and  the  brigfatness  of  their  examples.  Whether  we,  and  those  who* 
oome>  a([to  ns,  preserve  this  sacred  deposit  in  ail  its  strength,  and 
purity^  and  powerv  or  eofier  it  to  be  nMurred  in  our  hands,  is  a  ques* 
tton  of  kiGalattlBble  interest,  not  only  to  ourselves,  and  to  the  Chuix;h 
of  whioh  we  are  ministers  and  pastors,  but  also  to  millions  of  the 
present  race^  and  to^  generations  yet  tmborn.  It  looks  abroad  on  tha 
nations  •oC  dMi  earth  as.  the  sphere  of  its  (^rations,  and  .downward 
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thxou|;h  the  succeasiye  reyolutioiki  of  time  tilt  Ihe  enunmmiatkMi  of 
Messiah's  kingdom,  when  the  {nodamation  shall  go  forth,  "  Behcdd^ 
the  tabernacle  of  God  is  with  men ;"  and  the  shoot  shall  be  raised  ia 
bmven  and  earth,  "  Alleluia,  for  the  Lord  God  omnipoCent  reignedi.'* 

You  will,  we  are  persuaded,  agree  with  us  that  the  preservation  of 
this  plan  of  preaching  the  Gospel,  and  carrying  on  the  work  of  God* 
has  a  paramount  claim  upon  your  time  and  deliberations.  And  we 
indulge  the  hope  that,  while  this,  and  other  weighty  matters  oonned* 
ed  with  it,  of  vast  and  general  concern,  shall  unite  your  counsels  and 
efforts,  you  will  forbear  to  agitate  questions,  to  say  the  least,  of  minor 
importance,  and  which,  without  c<»tributing  to  the  preservation  of  the 
unity  and  peace  of  the  Church,  or  to  the  advancement  of  the  interests 
of  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  may  have  an  opposite  tendency  by  weak- . 
ening  the  bonds  of  Christian  confidence  and  affection  among  our- 
selves,  and  producing  the  tome  unhappy  results  among  the  ministers 
and  members  of  our  communion. 
I  The  general  itinerant  superintendency,  vitally  oonneoted,  as  it  is 
'  believed  to  be,  with  the  effective  operation,  if  not  with  the  very  exist- 
ence, of  the  whole  itinerant  system,  cannot  be  too  carefully  examined 
or  too  safely  guarded.  And  we  have  no  doubt  but  you  will  direct 
your  inquiries  into  such  channels  as  to  ascertain  whether  there  has 
been  any  departure  from  its  essential  prin^ples,  or  delinquency  in 
the  administration  in  carrying  it  into  execution;  and  in  case  ^f 
the  detection  of  error,  to  apply  such  cocrectiim  as  the  matter  may 
require. 

There  are  several  points  in  this  system  which  are  of  fHrimary  im- 
portance, and  on  that  account  should  be  clearly  understood.  The 
office  of  a  Bishop  or  Superintendent,  according  to  our  ecdesiastioai 
system,  is  almost  exclusively  executive ;  wisely  limited  in  its  powers, 
and  guarded  by  such  checks  and  responsibilities  as  can  scarody  fail 
to  secure  the  ministry  and  membership  against  any  oppressive  mea- 
sures, even  should  these  officers  so  far  forget  the  sacred  duties  and 
obligations  of  their  holy  vocation  as  to  aspire  to  be  lords  over  God's 
heritage. 

So  far  from  being  irresponsible  in  their  office,  they  are  amenable 
to  the  General  Conference,  not  only  for  their  moral  conduct,  smd  for 
the  doctrines  they  teach,  but  also  for  the  faithful  administration  of 
the  government  of  the  Church,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Discipline,  and  for  all  decisions  which  they  make  on  questions  of 
ecclesiastical  law.  In  all  these  oases  this  body  has  original  jurisdic- 
tion, and  may  prosecute  to  final  issue  in  expulsion,  from  which  deci-^ 
,sion  there  is  no  appeal. 

With  these  safeguards  thrown  around  them,  we  trust  the  Church 
has  nothing  to  fear  from  the  exercise  of  that  authority  which  has 
been  committed  to  them  intruat,  to  be  used  for  the  ccmservation  of 
the  whoile  body,  and  for  the  extenaioa  of  the  Redeemer^  kingdom, 
and  not  to  oppress  or  afflict  any.  Without  entering  minutely  into  the 
details  of  what  is  involved  in  the  supeiintendency,  as  it  is  constitnted 
in  our  Church,  it  is  sufficient  for  our  jHreaent  design  to  notice  its 
several  departments:     Ist.  Confirming,  orders^  by.  ordaiiiing  Dea** 
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«oiis  MBiL  ]^en.  We  saj  e0mfirmngy  beeause  the  orders  are  0011*  | 
f erred  by  another  body,  wluch  is  independent  of  the  Episoopal  office,  I 
tM)th  in  ita  organization  and  action.  This  eon&mation  <^  orders,  or  / 
ordination,  is  not  by  virtue  of  a  distinct  and  higher  order.  For,  with  [ 
^onr  great  founder,  we  are  convinced  that  Bi^ops  and  P3re8b3rter8  are  I 
the  same  order  in  the  Christian  ministry.  And  this  has  been  the  I 
sentiment  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodists  from  the  beginning.  But  it  is  \ 
by  virtue  of  an  office  constituted  by  the  body  of  Presbyters,  for  the  \ 
better  order  of  mscijdine,  for  the  preservation  of  the  unity  of  the 
Church,  and  for  carrying  on  Uie  work  of  God  in  the  most  effectual 
manner.  The  execution  of  this  office  is  subject  to  two  important 
restrictions,  which  would  be  very  irrelevant  to  prelacy,  or  diocesan 
Episcopacy,  constituted  on  the  basis  of  a  distinct  and  superior  order. 
The  latter  involves  independent  action  in  conferring  orders^  by  virtue 
•of  authority  inherent  in,  and  exclusively  appertaining  to,  the  Episco- 
pacy. But  the  former  is  a  delegated  authority  to  confirm  orders:^  the 
exercise  of  which  is  dependant  upon  another  body.  The  Bishop  can 
ordain  neither  a  Deacon  nor  an  Elder  without  the  election  of  the 
candidate  by  an  Annual  Confei>ence :  and  iA  case  <»f  such  election  1 
he  has  no  discretional  authority ;  but  is  under  ehUgaiion  to  ordain  j 
the  person  elected,  wliatever  may  be  his  own  judgment  of  his  quali- 
£cation8.     These  are  the  twov^estrictions  previou^y  alluded  to. 

This  is  certainly  a  wise  and  safe  provision,  wd  should  never  be 
changed  or  modified  so  as  to  authorize  the  Bishops  to  ordain  withoatl 
the  authority  of  the  ministry.     With  these  facts  in  view,  it  is  pre-^ 
jsumed  that  it  will  be  admitted  by  all  well-informed  and  <»ndid  men, 
that,  so  far  as  the  constitution  of  the  ministry  is  concerned,  ours  is  a 
''  moderate  Episcopacy, ^* 

2d.  Presiding  in  tie  General  and  Annwd  Conferences,  But  there 
is  a  marked  difierence  in  the  relations  the  President  sustains  to  these 
two  bodies.  The  General  Conference,  being  the  highest  judicatory 
of  the  Church,  is  not  subject  to  the  official  direction  and  control  of 
the  President  any  further  than  the  order  of  business  and  the  preser«- 
vation  of  decorum  are  concerned ;  and  even  this  is  suljjeot  to  rules 
originating  in  the  body.  The  right  to  transact  business,  with  respect 
to  matter,  mode,  and  order  of  time,  is  vested  in  the  Conference,  and 
limited  only  by  constitutional  provisions ;  and  of  these  provisions,  so 
far  as  their  official  acts  are  concerned,  the  Conference,  and  not  the 
President,  must  be  the  judge.  -      ,  "•' 

But  in  the  Annual  Conferences  the  case  is  widely  diffi»rent.    These 
are  subordinate  organizations,  with  their  powers  clearly  defined  and 
limited  in  the  form  of  Discipline.     Their  rights  and  privileges  are^ 
strictly  chartered ;  and  out  of  the  record  they  have  no  jurisdiction.  ^ 
To  these  bodies  the  President  sustains,  as  an  executive  officer,  a 
peculiar  and  impc»:tant  relation.     He  presides  not  merely  to  preserve  j 
order  and  decorum,  but  with  an  official  oversight,  to  guard  agaiastl     / 
innovations,  and  to  bring  forward  the  business,  as  preseribed  by  the  J 
Discipline,  and  see  that  it  is  done  according  to  the  laws  of  the  Churchi/^ 
For  purposes  the  most  obvious,  and  highly  important,  it  is  provided  j 
that  the  President  appoint  the  time  of  holcting  the  Conferenceii,  witi 
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diicretioii  t»  adjoom  dMNn  after  tkejr  fMH  iakte  conHBiied  is  seanon 
at  laast  one  week. 

In  thia  preaidencj,  we  coneeiye,  one  of  the  moat  eonaeira^e  and 
efficient  branchea  of  the  anperintendency  conaiata ;  and  on  the  prii- 
j  dent  and  mdibrm  exerciae  of  it  ^e  vmty  of  the  body  will,  in  no 
/  araall  degree,  depend. 

/       3d.  To  chooae,  appoint,  and  change  the  Preaiding  Eldera  ;  to  fix 
j    the  appointmenta  of  the  preachera  to  the  several  circuita  and  atations ; 
I     and,  in  the  intervale  of  ^e  Confereneea,  to  change,  receive,  and  ana- 
pend  preachera  in  conformity  to  the  rulea  of  the  Discipline. 

That  thia  is  an  ardaooa  work  none  will  deny.    Two  very  impoft- 
ant  objecta  are  deaigned  to  be  accomplished  by  thia  provision :  the 
preaervation  of  the  itinerancy  in  the  moat  efficient  operation,  and  the 
uniform  and  healthfhl  administration  of  the  Disciptine.     To  do  thia 
effectually,  a  knowledge  of  the  qoalifications  and  circumstances  of 
:    the  ineachers,  and  of  the  condition  and  claims  of  the  districts,  cir- 
cuits, and  stations,  is  indispensable.    To  obtain  such  information,  le- 
coiHse  must  be  had  to  every  avattable  avenue.     And  when  this  is 
done,  it  requires  careful  analysis  and  discrimination  to  arrive  at  a 
t  oonreet  and  aafe  decisiou.    And  after  all,  this  is  a  work  which  can 
i  never  be  accomplished,  according  to  its  true  design,  without  a  strict 
I  adherence  to  Bome/undamentai  prineiples  which  muat  never  be  unaet- 
1  tied,  or  aubject  to  innovation.    And  toese  principles  should  be  clearly 
V  defined,  and  deeply  impressed  on  the  minds  of  all  concerned.     TlH 
/  4his  ia  done  the  claima  of  individual  accommodations  and  isolated 
intereata  are  liable  to  exert  an  undue  and  injurioua  influence  orm  the 
adminiatratioii.    But  with  all  the  means  that  wisdom  can  devise,  or 
prudence  apply,  those  who  labour  in  this  concern  will  labour  in  vain, 
without  a  rich  anpply  of  heavenly  grace  to  direct  and  austain  them 
in  the  proaecution  of  it. 

2d.  Having  noticed  in  what  the  enperintendency  chiefly  conaists, 
it  ia  proper  to  observe  that  the  ph&n  of  its  operation  ia  generai,  em- 
hxmng  the  whole  work  ta  eonneetional  erder^  and  not  dioeescmy  or  see^ 
iionah  Conaequently  any  division  of  the  work  into  districts,  or 
otherwise,  so  aa  to  create  a  particular  charge,  widi  any  other  view,  or 
in  any  order^  than  as  a  prudential  measure  to  secure  to  all  the  Con- 
forencea  the  annual  viaita  of  the  Sq>erintendents,  would  be  an  inKK 
▼ation  on  the  aystem. 

■■■"■fid»»  If  we  have  taken  a  correct  view  rf  thia  subject,  ourstmerin' 

tendency  must  be  iHneranty  and  not  loeai.    It  was  wisely  ptovided  in 

the  system  of  Methodism,  from  its  very  foundation,  that  it  should  be 

.  the  duty  of  the  Superintendent  "  to  travel  through  the  connection  at 

large."    And  although  the  extension  of  geograpMcal  boundariea,  and 

the  great  increase  (xT  the  Annual  Conferences,  have  made  it  neces- 

.  sary  to  increase  the  ntimber  of  the  Bishops,  still  the  duty  required* 

I  and  the  obligatton  to  perform  it,  remain  the  same. 

That  auch  a  system  as  our  itinerant  ministry  could  not  be  pre- 
served in  harmonions  and  efficient  operation  under  the  direction  of 
local  Bishops  is  too  obvious  to  require  proof.      If  we  preserve  a  tra- 
[veiling  miaistiy,  we  must  have  travelling  Superintendenta.    They 
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must  add  to  dieir  official  authority  the  power  of  their  example.  Re- 
move the  latter,  and  the  former  will  be  divested  of  the  chief  elmuenl 
of  its  strength. 

It  is,  indeed,  a  work  which  requires  a  measiure  of  the  zeal,  and 
self-sacrificing  spirit  of  the  Apostles,  and  first  ministers  of  Chrisi, 
who  followed  them.  And  we  devoutly  pray  that  the  ministry  may 
never  so  far  relax  in  the  spirit  and  power  of  the  great  commission, 
*'  Go  ye  into  aH  the  worlds  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  ef>ery  creaiure^ 
as  to  lack  men  well  qualified  for  this  vocation-— men  whose  minde^ 
grasping  the  work  of  God  in  all  its  length  and  breadth^  will  count 
nothing  dear  to  themselves  as  appertaining  to  the  present  life  \  b«it 
giving  themselves  wholly  to  God  and  lus  Chuivh,  will  live,  and 
labour,  and  suffer  for  the  promotion  of  Christ's  khigdom  and  the 
salvation  of  souls. 

With  the  foregoing  remarks  on  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of 
tLe  Superintendents,  we  submit  to  your  consideration  the  importance 
of  having  this  department  supplied  with  such  a  number  of  effective 
men  as  will  enable  them,  in  consecutive  order,  to  travel  through  the 
whole  connection  without  subjecting  any  one  to  such  a  ccmtinaed 
weight  of  care  and  labour  as  is  sufiicient  to  prostrate  the  mental  and 
physical  energies  of  the  strongest  constitution,  and  thereby  indireotlf| 
defeat  the  ends  designed  to  be  accomplished :  and,  (Hi  the  otheif 
hand,  to  guard  against  the  increase  of  the  number  beyond  the  actnam 
demands  of  the  work.    In  whatever  light  we  view  it,  but  especially 
in  the  light  of  example,  the  existence  of  a  sinecure  in  the  Episci^cy  ^ ' 
sliould  be  regarded  as  no  ordinary  evil.  ! 

After  careful  examination,  it  is  our  opinion  that  six  effective  Super* 
intendents  could  perform  the  work  without  imposing  too  heavy  bur-  ' 
dens  upon  any,  or  jeoparding  any  interest  of  the  Church  by  lack  of  ^ 
service. 

The  itinerancy  will,  doubtless,  come  under  your  deliberate  con-  '. 
sideration,  as  in  your  former  sessions ;  and  at  no  period,  as  we  be* 
lieve,  has  the  subject  come  before  you  with  stronger  claims  to  your 
carefiil  examination  and  corrective  action. 

It  cannot  be  concealed,  however  it  may  be  regretted,  <tha^  there  is 
a  strong  and  increasing  tendency  to  locality  in  our  travelling  ministry* 
Preachers  with  local  views,  and  habits,  and  interests,  have  greatly 
multiplied  on  our  hands  \  and  in  some  of  the  Conferences  little  Off  i 
nothing  remains  of  the  itinerant  system,  but  the  removal  of  the 
preachers  once  in  two  years  from  one  station  to  another ;  and  i% 
many  instances  even  this  is  submitted  to,  both  by  the  preachei^  and 
people,  not  so  much  from  enlightened  and  extensive  views  of  the  ' 
excellence  of  the  plan,  as  from  the/oc^  that  it  is  required  by  the  Dis-* 
cipline.  If  any  measures  can  be  adopted  to  arrest  the  progress  of 
this  tendency,  and  revive  the  primitive  circuit  system,  so  as  to  have 
two  or  more  preachers  on  each  circuit ;  and  instead  of  ha^ng  die 
districts  embrace  from  twenty  to  thirty  or  forty  distinct  stations,  re- 
store them  to  their  original  form,  so  as  to  enable  the  Presiding  Eldersr 
to  spend  a  Sabbath  at  each  Quarterly  Meeting  for  the  year,  an  incal« 
culable  amount  of  good  will  be  effected.    The  beneficisJ  influe9«e^  of 
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the  experience,  ministry,  and  office  of  the  Presiding  Elders  will  be 
extensively  felt  both  by  the  preachers  and  membersmp ;  whereas,  in 
the  present  state  of  things,  their  office  is  little  more  Uian  nominaF. 
Ministers  of  age  and  experience  might  be  placed  in  charge  of  cir* 
cuits,  while  the  useful  preaching  abilities  of  ypunger  men,  less  ac- 
quainted with  the  Discipline  of  the  Church,  and  its  administration^ 
might  be  rendered  extensively  useful  in  carrying  on  the  work  of  God. 
Quarterly  Meeting  Conferences  whiph,  on  the  present  plan,  in  many 
stations  scarcely  have  an  existence  except  in  name,  would  be  revived 
and  organized  according  to  their  original  order  and  design,  and  theiiT 
weight  of  useful  influence  would  be  felt  in  every  part  of  the  circuits. 
Members  of  the  Church,  as  in  former  days  of  Methodism,  would  come 
together  from  the  different  appointments  to  improve  thefr  spiritual 
state,  and  strengthen  their  Christian  fellowship,  by  mutual  attendance 
on  the  means  of  grace,  and  by  religious  intercourse  in  conversation 
and  prayer. 

In  addition  to  all  these  advantages,  one  of  the  most  formidable 
difficulties  in  stationing  the  preachers  would  be  removed.     As  things 
now  are,  it  is  impracticable  la  supply  the  stations  with  preachers 
whose  age  in  the  ministry,  and  knowledge  of  the  Discipline,  and  of 
|ttien  and  things,  qualify  them  for  charge  ;  and,  consequently,  it  be^ 
|comes  necessary  to  place  many  in  this  important  and  not  unireqnently 
fdifficult  work,  who  are  only  probationers.    As  an  fihistration  of  the 
case,  and  ta  show  to  what  an  extent  it  has  progressed,  we  notice  two 
•  •  Annual  Conferences  only,  in  which  there  are  sixty-eight  preachers  on 
trial,  and  more  than  fifty  of  them  in  charge !     And  yet  there  are  be- 
tween twenty  and  thirty  stations  in  these  two  Conferences  left  to  be 
supplied  by  the  local  preachers,  or  by  such  candidates  as  the  Pre- 
•  siding  Elders  may  receive  in  the  intervals  of  the  Conferences.    The 
difficulty  is  increased  by  the  fact,  that  many  of  these  little  village 
Stations  are  to6  weak  in  the  membership  of  the  Church  to  support 
preachers  with  families,  and  we  have  not  single  men  to  supply  them. 
Can  this  be  a  healthful  state  of  the  Church  ?     Is  it  not  the  almost 
inevitable  Result  of  such  a  state  of  things,  that  Methodism  will  gra- 
dually lose  its  distinctive  characteristics,  and  take  the  impression  of 
the  customs  and  manners  of  the  age  ?     Is  it  not  to  be  apprehended^ 
that  the  influence  will  be  exerted  even  over  our  excellent  form  of 
public  worship,  as  well  as  other  denominational  institutions,  till  those 
who  were  reared  up  in  the  communion  of  the  Church,  in  the  earlier 
and  purer  days  of  Methodism,  would  hardly  believe  that  they  were 
in  a  Methodist  congregation  ?      Alas  f  is  not  this  the  case,  to  an 
alarming  extent,  at  the  present  time  ?     And  where  lies  the  cause  of 
this  evil?     On  whom  rests  the  fearful  responsibility?     The  heal 
principle,  in  its  direct  or  indirect  operations,  is  at  the  foundation  of  the 
whole. 

The  admission  of  married  men  into  the  itinerancy,  with  heavy 
families,  and  not  unfrequently  in  embarrassed  circumstances,  and  the 
permanent  location  of  a  great  number  of  the  families  of  the  preachers, 
have  had  a  debilitating  influence  upon  the  energies  of  the  itinerant 
system.     The  number  of  preachers  under  these  local  encKbarrass- 
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ments,  necessarily  travelling  within  a  very  limited  circle,  and  with  a 
weightof  worldly  care,  is  almost  incredible,  and  constantly  increasing. 
The  result  is,  that  they  are  so  frequently  returned  to  the  feW  circuits 
within  their  reach,  and  so  much  absent  from  the  work  to  attend  to  their 
temporal  concerns,  as  to  affect  unfavourably  the  interests  of  the  Church, 
and  produce  great  dissatisfaction  among  the  people.  The  conse- 
quence is  an  inadequate  support,  which  furnishes  the  preacher  with  a 
plea  for  emplo3ang  his  time  in  domestic  affairs.  In  accommodation 
of  such  cases,  the  preachers  who  are  wholly  devoted  to  the  itine- 
rant work  are  frequently  subjected  to  the  otherwise  unnecessary  in- 
convenience and  expense  of  extensive  removals.  Add  to  this,  that  a 
large  proportion  of  the  young  preachers  marry  before  they  graduate 
to  the  Eldership,  and  no  small  number  while  they  are  on  trial.  And 
this  has  almost  ceased  to  be  an  objection  to  their  admission  into 
full  connection,  or  continuance  on  trial.  In  general  it  is  quite  suffi- 
cient that  they  have  ^^  married  prudently, ^^ 

It  is  not  easy  to  calculate  the  extent  of  the  influence  of  this  prac* 
tice  to  enervate  the  operations  of  the  itinerant  ministry.  It  greatly 
retards  the  progress  of  those  Biblical  and  theological  studies  so 
essential  to  the  office  and  work  of  Christian  ministers  in  every  stage 
of  their  lives  ;  but  especially  in  that  early  period  when  their  cha- 
racters must  be  formed,  if  formed  at  all,  for  extensive  future  useful-^ 
ness.  Entering  into  this  new  relation  in  life  before  they  have  ob-. 
tained  that  ripeness  of  judgment,  and  soundness  in  knowledge,  which 
can  only  be  acquired  by  continued  mental  labour,  in  connection  with 
the  lessons  of  experience,  they  soon  find  unexpected  embarrassments 
gathering  around  them.  The  circuits  which  would  have  received 
and  sustained  them  with  cordiality  as  single  men,  in  consideration 
of  their  youth  and  want  of  experience,  have  very  different  views  and 
feelings  when  they  are  sent  to  them  with  the  encumbrance  of  a 
family.  In  fixing  the  stations,  accommodations  are  sought  to  meet 
these  cases,  and  no  little  difficulty  frequently  occurs  in  finding  cir- 
cuits which  are  able  and  willing  to  receive  the  preacher  under  such 
circumstances. 

The  consequence,  in  the  greater  part  of  such  cases,  is  an  early 
location,  or  a  very  circumscribed  and  heavy  movement  in  the  itine- 
rant work.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  these  men  have  either  mistaken 
their  calling  in  the  beginning,  or  by  early  temptation  lost  the  spirit 
and  power  of  it. 

If  some  efficient  remedy  is  not  applied  to  these  disorders  in  the 
itinerant  body,  the  ultimate  results  are  as  certain  as  the  relation  of 
effects  to  their  causes. 

This  state  of  things,  it  is  believed,  is  intimately  connected  with, 
and  in  a  great  measure  induced  by,  the  state  of  probation  for  the 
ministry,  with  respect  to  time  and  circumstances.  It  is  well  known 
that  by  fex  the  greater  number  of  the  preachers  admitted  on  trial  have 
had  no  extraordinary  advantages  of  editcation  ; — that  they  have  been 
in  circumstances  and  employments  in  life  which  afforded  them  but 
little  time,  and  limited  means,  for  acquiring  that  fund  of  knowledge 
in  the  various  branches  of  Christian  theology  which  is  requisite  to 
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dividing  the  word  of  truth."  In  view  of  these  y<u^tf,  and  of  the  ne- 
cessity and  importance  of  improving  the  ministry,  and  preserving  thfr 
itinerancy  from  those  embarrassments  which  have  a  tendency  tf>  nk 
tard,  if  not  defeat,  its  grand  designs,  we  sobmit  it  to  your  delibeid^ 
consideration  whether  a  valuable  end  might  not  be  aceom{;ii«bed  bj 
extending  .the  probation  to  four  years,  with  suitaUe  guards  to  preveni 
the  candidates  from  involving  themselves  in  such  4oo»eatie  relationa 
and  temporal  concerns  as  will  hinder  their  sUidies  and  cnrtsA  their 
labours. 

One  of  the  essential  elements  of  the  strength  and  efficienc;^  of  our 
itinerant  system,  if,  indeed,  it  be  not  essential  to  its  very  existence, 
is  the  mutual  consent  of  the  people  to  relinquish  the  clioice  of  their 
{particular  ministers,  and  of  the  preachers  n^t  to  select  their  awn  pap- 
tioular  fields  of  labour.  It  is  not  easy  to  conceive  how  the  aysteift 
could  be  preserved  without  this  mutual  consent  It  is,  indeed,  a^ 
principle  clearly  recognised  in  our  ecclesiastical  organization.  Con- 
sequently all  stipulations  or  contracts  between  preachers  and  circuitsi 
or  stations  for  service  or  reward  are  innovations,  and  should,  be 
regarded  as  having  a  tendency  to  disunion,  and  to  enfeeble  am 
system* 

^Strong  and  urgent  petition s€or  particular  preachers,  not  unfrequentiy 
accompanied  with  assurances  that  the  preachers  prayed  lor  are  wUimg, 
to  serve,  have  become  so  common,  in  some  parts  of  the  work,  ae 
gre^y  to  embarrass  the  administration.  And  when  such  petitiooA 
are  not  granted,  as  in  a  majority  of  cases  they  cannot  be  consistent]^ 
with  the  general  good,  it.  frequently  happens  that  both  preaches  ana 
people  wee  disappointed  and  dissatisfied.  Soma- expression  of  opinicHiiy 
at  least,  byt  the  General  Conference  on  thi^  subject  might  viewer  % 
valuable  purpose.  A  rule  of  discipline  providing  that  no  preacher 
shall  be  returned  to  a  circuit  or  station  till  he  shall  have  been  abseol 
from  it  five  years  at  least,  and  that  no  onq  shall  he  stationed  in,  the 
same  ci^  more  than  four  yeajs  in  consecutive  order,  or  reliurned  to  it; 
till  after  an  absence  of  six  years,  and  that  Presiding  Elders  be  tkOt 
returned  to  districts  on  which  they  Shall  have  travelled  fouc  years  till 
after  an  interval  of  six  years^  might  have  a  happy  influeni;e  on  the 
itinerancy,  and  greatly  relieve  the  administration  in  fiodng.  the  a^ 
pointments. 

The  annual  examination  of  character  in  the  Conferences,  and  the 
frequent  complaints  from  circuits  and  stations,  afford  grounda  to 
(ear  that  there  is,  to  a  considerable  extent,  such  a  n^lect  of  pastcnrsi 
duties  as  to  diminish  our  congregations,  and  produce  a  decline  i^th^ 
spiritudity  of  the  societies. 

The  requisitions  of  the  Discipline  on  this  branch  of  ministerial 
duty  are  cl^ar  md  full;  and  every  preacher  is  bound  not  only  ijg^ 
general  by  the  natmte  and  end  of  his  holy  vocation,  butt  in  purticulctt 
by  bis  solemn  promises  to  perform  this  duty.     We  cannot,  therefor^ 

S^iceive  that  any  additional  rule  of  Discipline  would  remedy  the  evfl^ 
ut  a  clear  and  strong  expression  of  the  sentiments  of  this  body  on 
this  and  other  subjects  in  which  it  shall  appear  that  there  ia  a  deparr^ 
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ture  Ifem  tlie  extdlent  provisions  of  our  DiscipIine|«itlieY  in  tihe  form 
of  resolutions,  or  of  an  address,  might  accomplish  great  good. 

That  there  iis  defect  in  our  plan  of  missionary  operations  cannot  be 
doubted  by  any  who  have  examined  it  with  any  attention.  It  is  certainly 
defectiTe  in  finance;  as  the  various,  and  conflicting,' and  changing 
inethods,  proposed  and  recommended  for  raising  funds,  and  an  empty 
and  indebted  treasury,  clearly  demonstrate. 

Simplicity,  uniformity,  and  stability,  we  apprehend,  are  essential  ele- 
ments of  every  sound  systemof  finance.  Simplicity,  that  it  may  be  clearly 
and  easily  understood — ^uniformity,  the  same  in  every  place  where  it 
operates — stability,  not  subject  to  change.  It  does  not  follow  from 
this  view  that  Various  sources  of  revenue  may  not  be  provided  for, 
which,  like  so  many  distinct  streams,  shall  swell  the  fountain  of  the 
general  treasury.  To  illustrate  a  system  embracing  these  elements, 
wi&  direct  reference  to  creating  a  Aind  to  meet  the  demands  of  our 
missionary  work : — Suppose  the  hasis  of  the  plan  to  be  Jive  cents  a 
month,  to  be  givet)  by  every  member  in  class  throughout  the  whole 
connection.  A  book  to  be  kept  in  the  class  with  the  names  of  die 
members,  and  monthly  entiy  of  the  ^v^  cents  to  the  credit  of  each ;  so 
that  it  may  be  shown  at  the  end  of  the  year  what  each  member  has 
given,  and  what  is  die  aggregate  amoimt. 

Collateral  sources  cf  revenue : — 

1st.  A  quarterly  collection  in  every  class,  rich  or  poor,  white  or 
eoloured ;  giHng  the  richer  members  an  opportunity  to  abotlnd  in  the 
riches  of  their  liberality  over  and  above  their  regular  monthly  offerings. 

2d.  An  animal  public  collection  in '  every  congregation,  on  every 
circuit  and  in  every  station.  Make  no  exception,  and  allow  no  discre- 
thn.     Bonh  fight  opposition,  but  wear  it  out  by  perseverance, 

3d.  At  every  anniversary  of  the  Parent  or  Auxiliary  Societies  take 
up  a  collection,  not  under  the  infinence  of  propositions  to  make  A., 
B.,  and  C.  life  members  of  the  society ;  or  to  name,  or  educate  an^ 
Indian  or  African  child ;  but  under  the  pressure  of  enlightened  and 
enlarged  views  of  the  principles,  designs,  and  objects  of  the  institution.^ 

4th.  Life  and  annual  subscriptions. 

5th.  Liegacies,  donation^,  &c.  The  great  Christian  principle  car-^ 
ricd  out  through  the  whole,  *^Freely  ye  have  received,  freely  give.*^ ' 
'  It  would  manifest  a  great  deficiency  in  the  knowledge  of  man,' 
both  in  his  individual  character  and  in  his  associations,  to  suppose  that 
diis,  or  any  system  of  finance,  would  be  universally  approved,  or  that 
k  oould  be  carried  into  general  and  successful  operation  in  a  short. 
time,  aifd  with  little  effort.  Bqt  it  would  be  a  stronger  proof  of. 
weakness  td- abandon  or  change  it  on  that  account.  Settle  the  plan,' 
whatever  it  tnay  be,  and  ptiblish  it  in  the  Discipline,  and  in  all  our' 
<^dal  joiteftls,  and  read  it  in  all  the  societies  and  congregations, 
aad  persetere  ixi  it  in  the  face  of  all  opposition  from  every  quarter, 
and  its  ultimate  success  will  be  certainly  secured.  The  conviction 
of  the  duty  and  obligation  to  support  the  institution,  with  such  infor- 
maaon,  and  Under  the  influence  of  such  motives  as  will  be  presented,' 
will  be  iifcreased  until  it  acquires  th€i  stren^h  of  a  confirmed' habit, 
«Ml  -coDlbiiies  kself  inseparably  with  the  principles'  and  duties  of 
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religion.  Parents  will  teach  it  to  their  childreiit  Qaateca  to  diair 
servantSy  and  Sabbath-school  teachers  to  their  scholars ;  and  thus 
it  will  gather  strength,  and  be  canied  down  through  succesme 
generations.  The  genius  of  our  holy  Christianity,  immutable  ia  its 
elements,  should,  as  far  as  human  contingencies  will  admit,  imprest 
its  own  character  on  every  institution  auxiliary  to  the  accompUah- 
ment  of  its  grand  designs.  Settle  your  system  according  to  these 
principles,  and  if  it  fails,  it  will  be  for  want  of  efficiency  on  the  part  of 
the  preachers,  and  not  for  lack  of  will  or  ability  on  the  part  of  the 
people. 

But  it  is  not  sufficient  that  we  have  a  full  treasury.  A  second, 
tod  not  less  important  department  of  this  great  and  benevolent  enter*^ 
prise,  is  a  plan  of  appropriation  and  expenditure.  But  as  this  re« 
quires  die  constitution  of  different  offices,  with  powers  and  duties 
clearly  defined  and  suitably  restricted,  and  as  we  presume  you  wiQ 
have  an  able  Committee  on  the  subject,  we  submit  the  whole  to  you, 
to  whom  it  properly  belongs,  being  confident  that  you  will  devote 
that  time  and  attention  to  it  which  its  importance  demands. 

The  German  Missions  have  greatly  increased,  in  number,  extent, 
and  interest,  since  your  last  session  ;  and  the  field  of  usefulness  is 
constantly  enlarging  before  us  in  this  very  important  department  of 
our  missionary  work.  Surely  the  hand  of  God  is  in  this  thing.  We 
see^  and  should  thankfully  acknowledge  and  adore  that  hand,  in 
raising  up  missionaries  from  among  bou  the  American  and  native 
Germans,  the  fruits  of  whose  labours  afford  Scriptural  evidence  that 
they  are  truly  called  of  God.  Tbe  mission  which  commenced  in 
the  Ohio  Conference  as  the  appearance  of  a  cloud  scarcely  larger 
than  a  "  human  hand,*^  has  now  spread  into  twelve  Conferences, 
with  fertilizing  influence,  and  with  rich  promise  of  a  more  abundant 
shower.  And  the  '*  sound  of  abundance  of  rain"  has  not  only  gone 
out  through  the  length  and  breadth  of  these  lands,  but  its  echo 
has  already  crossed  die  Atlantic,  and  is  heard^  although  as  yet  bm 
faintly,  in  ancient  Germany.  May  it  grow  louder  and  louder,  tiU  it 
wakes  up  slumbering  millions  in  tbat  land  which  was  the  birth-place 
a^d  tbe  nursery  of  the  gbrious  Reformation !  The  location  of  the 
German  Missions  in  so  many  Annual  Conferei^es,  and  the  miss^^iH 
aries  holding  their  relations  to  the  several  Conferences  within  the 
boupds  of  which  they  labour,  are  attended  with  >  no  small  difficulty 
a^d  embarrassment.  Most  of  the  missionaries  are  you^g  in  tt^ 
ministry,  and  very  irnperfecdy  acquainted  with  the  Enf^sh  language. 
This  renders  it  very  difficult,  and  s(»neUmes  wholly.  .in^r^^caUe^ 
for  them  to  give  the  Presiding  Elders,  or  the  Conference,  such  vosr 
formation  of  their  work  as  is  necessary,  or  pass  through  the  exand^ 
nations  required  by  the  Discipline,  unless  there  are  inieinbers  who^ 
are  well  acquainted  with  both  tengaes  to  act  as  intecpr^rs ;.  apd  m 
many  cases  there  are  none  who  can  do  this. 

The  eonferences  in  which  the  missions  are  situated  sit  at  diSev* 
ent  times,  and  are  attended  by  different  Superintendents*  Gomsk* 
quei^dy  they  cannot  know  the  condition  of  the  work,  or  tbe  cireuQiP' 
1^^.99  of  th«.  nussionaries  in  those  conjerexi^s  w^ch.tbejr  4q  an^ 
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«leiil.  And  as  it  k  iiMesMqr,  in  the  pieMii  tUrt*  Of  dw  miwwia^ 
10  laake  fipeqnenf;  okangeft  of  the  mmionsries  from  one  C<mfereiiee  tot 
^QOthmr,  great  embanassmeiUs  grow  out  pf  these  circtunstaneee.  In 
view  of  the  whole,  sufaieet,  we  ore  of  opinion  that  the  woik  would  be< 
managed  with  mUoh  ma  difficulty,  and  more  efFectually  promoted^ 
by  the  oonatitatioB  of  a  German  Miaaionarjr  Conference^  whidi> 
would  biing  the  whole  work^  at  the  same  time,  under  the  oversight; 
^one  Superintendent,  and  theiebjr  enable  him  V>  make  the  neoesaary 
changes  with  no  greater  loss  of  time,  and  probably  with  less  expense,/ 
than  on  the  present  system.  Another  great  advantage  would  arise  f 
from  this  plan.  All  liie  nussionsffies  wodd  be  together  at  the  saaoil' 
time  and  plade.  The  yming  men  would  hnye  the  benefit  >of  the  in*: 
struction  and  cmmsel  of  their  dder  breduren,  eommnaieated  in  a  lan- 
guage which  they  could  understand.  All  their  ezamiaattons' might] 
be  in  thek  own  tongue,  by  mtnisttts  of  sound  undeistandiag,  and« 
mature  age,  and  well  ialbrmed  in  the  doctrines,  discif^ne,  and  insti*) 
tntions  of  Methodism.  This  would  gteatly  advance  their  impiOTe* 
meitt  in  the  essential  qualifications  for  their  work ;  and  at  the  same: 
time,  as  a^  would  be  interpreted,  to  enable  the  President  to  hisre  full 
information  of  the  state  of  the  missions,  and  of  the  men  to  fill  them,i 
those  who  were  unacquainted  with  the  English  kngaage  would  have: 
a  most  fiivouraUe  opportunity  to  inqprove  in  the  kiKnnrledge  of  it. 

In  case  of  the  institution  of  such  a  Conference,  the  missions  in 
New- York,  Baltimore,  Mobile,  and  Philadelphia,  and,  if  advieaidey 
New-Oileans,  might  remain,  as  they  now  are,  attached  to  the  seve*. 
ral  Conferences  in  which  they  are  located.  And,  comparatively,  noi 
iucenveaienGe  would  arise  from  this,  as  the  missionaries  m  charge 
aro  #eli  acquainted  with  both  languages.  All  the  other  missions 
being  in  the  West,  where  die  facilities  of  travelling  are  so  great,  and' 
the  fare  so  low,  we  apprehend  do  valid  objection  to  the  proposed 
Conference  can  be  urged  on  the  ground  of  the  loss  of  tHne^  or  es*.> 
pense  o(  money. 

Our  Indian  Missions  claim  your*  particular  attention.  Yop  will  be-. 
p»t  in  possesion  of  important  information  relative  to  this  department 
of  our  missionary  operations.  It  is  therefore  unnecessary  for  us  to: 
enter  into  details.  And  we  judge  it  inexpedient,  in  this  mm  of  com- 
munication, to  point  out  those  sgmicies,  either  developed  or  eoncealedy 
which  exert  an  influence  hosiito  to  our  efiRnrts  to  evangelize  the  Iii» 
dian  ttibes.  Our  business  is  to  detect  the  rise,  and  watch  the  pnK 
grass,  of  these  measures,  as  far  as  we  can,  and  to  employ  all  lawM  an  A 
pnidential  means,  eidier  to  remove  them,  or  counteract  their  minousi 
teaid^icy. 

The  preaching  of  tbe  Gospel  of  Christy  in  its  simplicity^^purity^,  aair 
pmrer,  is  suturfde  to  ^  cendition  of  the  whole  human  race,  whedier 
civilined  or  sSTage.'  And  this  adaptasioH  is  foatuMi  in  ihe  infinitio 
vnsdom  and  benevolence  of  its  divine  Author.  But  there  ass  collate^ 
TtA  and  adventive  measures  which  are  within  the  province  of  sotmdl 
Christian  prudence  and  discretion;  and  therefore  may  be  adoptei 
and  modified  according  to  existing  circumstances.  A  knowled];^  ct 
the  Indian  charaeterr-of  their  habits  and  eustoms,-*«of >  thtfir  tsaditf 
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tiiNis  and  m«judicM,*-^f  the  rehtionslhcy  snstam  to  efach  other,  snd 
to  the  ciTu  govef  iiment  of  the  country,  is  of  no  small  importance  in 
the  adoption  and  execution  of  these  measures.  The  education  of  the 
Indian,  such  as  it  is,  teadies  him  to  venerate  age ;  and  from  his 
knowledge  of  the  white  man,  he  learns  to  be  suspicions.  And  4t  i» 
only  by  trial  and  acquaintance  that  his  confidence  is  secured.  In 
relation  to  these  facts,  the  employment  of  younsr  and  inexperienced 
men,  both  in  the  missions  and  schools,  and  ttie  frequent  changes 
which  hitherto  have  been  almost  unavoidable,  hare  been  unfaroara- 
ble  to  our  euccess.  But  with  all  these  disadvantages,  we  have  abun- 
dant cause  to  rejoice  and  take  courage.  We  are  doing  a  great  work 
in  the  principal  missions  and  schools,'  as  Reports  will  show. 
•  Although  we  have  not  been  able  to  extend  the  missions  among  the 
people  of  colour  in  the  southern  and  southwestern  states  according  to 
our  ardent  desires,  and  the  providential  openings  before  us,  for  want 
of  pecuniary  means,  still  we  rejoice  that  we  have  not  been  c(«ipelled 
to  abandon  the  fields  which  we  have  already  under  cultivation ;  and 
that  we  have  been  enabled  to  occupy  some  new  and  very  promising 
grounds.  It  is  a  matter  of  gratuktion  to  the  friends  of  humanity  and 
religion,  and  of  devout  thanksgiving  to  God,  that  the  unhappy  excite* 
ment  which,  for  several  years,  spread  a  dark  cloud  over  our  {n:os» 
pectSy  and  weakened  our  hands,  and  filled  our  hearts  with  grief,  ha» 
died  away,  and  almost  ceased  to  blast  our  labours.  Confidence  in  the 
integrity  of  our  principles^  and  the  purity  of  our  motives^  which  for  a 
time  was  shaken,  is  jnestored.  New  and  extensive  fields  are  opening 
before  us,  and  inviting  us  to  the  harvest.  The  conviction  of  the  duty 
•and  benefit  of  giving  religious  instruction  to  servants  is  constantly 
increasing.  The  self-sacrificing  zeal  of  the  missionaries  is  w(»rthy  of 
the  cause  in  which  they  are  engaged, — ^the  cause  of  humani^  ;  the 
cause  of  the  salvation  of  souls  ;  the  cause  of  God.  Brethren,  sufifer 
us  to  beseech  you,  by  the  tender  mercies  of  God,  by  the  precious 
blood  of  Jesus,  and  by  the  crying  spiritual  wants  of  perishing  thou* 
sands  for;  whom  he  died,  to*  strengthen  the  hands  and  encouraige  the 
hearts  of  your  fellow-kbouiers,  who  are  more  dkectly  engaged  in 
this  blessed  work,  by  your  ceaseless  prayers  to  God  for  them.   ^ 

We  cannot  but  view  it  as  a  matter  of  deep  regret,  that  the  spiritual 
interests,  of  the  peo[de  of  colour,  in  these  United  States,  have  been  so 
long  and  so  greatly  neglected  by  the  Christian  Churches.  And  it  i» 
greatly  to  be  feared,  that  we  are  not  innooent  in  this  thing.  While 
We  process  to  sympathize  with  millions  of  the  African  race  in  this 
land,  being  children:  of  the  same  common  FaUpier  of  mankind,  ''  who 
has  made  of  one  blood  all  nations  of  men  to  dwell  upon  the  face  of 
tbe  whole  earth ;"  but  who  am  deprived  of  equal  civil  rights  and  privi- 
leges with  the  white  citissens,  by  the  laws  and  institutions  cf  the 
oountry,  over  whieh  we  have  no  centred ;  have  we  not  been  negli^ 
gent  oi  their  higher,  even  their  etemaH  interests,  wfaith  we  are  at 
^fect  liberty,  an4  have  the  means,  to  piomote  ?  And,  if  jsq,  is  not 
^s  .neglect,  especially  in  their  circumstances,  a  violation  of  die  laws 
of  our  common  nature,  and  theobligatione  founded  in  the  relaiiotts  w« 
snsAaini.totitbem  in  a  common  hrotheshoodi    There  is»  bleased  bii 
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Oo3,  BO  i>aT  in  t!ie*laW8  of  our  country  to  prevent  them  from  receiving 
Toligiood  iastructioD.  or  being  gathered  iiito  the  fold  of  Ood.  Here, 
ihen,  we  have  nn  opon  door.  We  naay  preach  the  Grospel  of  Christ 
4o  them,  nnitia  them  in  the  communion  of  his  Church,  and  introduce 
them  to  a  participation  of  the  bbssings  of  her  fellowship,  and  thus  be 
the  instruments  of  their  preparation  for  the  riches  of  the  inheritance 
of  the  saints  in  glory.  This,  as  ministers  'Of  Christ,  is  our  toork,  and 
«hould  be  our  glory  and  joy.  This,  by  tho  grace  of  God  helping  us, 
we  can  do ;  bat  to  raise  ihem  to  equal  civil  rights  and  privileges  is 
not  within  oor.  power.  Let  u^  not  labour  in  vain,  and  spend  our 
strengdi  fot  Mught.  In  this  <;ause  we  are  debtors  both  to  the  bond 
and  the  free ;  yea,  to  all  men.  But  are  we,  as  servants  of  a  Master 
whose  kiiigdom  is  not  of  this  world,  discharging  our  obligations  to  - 
the  utmost  extent  of  our  ability?  Have  we  neglected  no  metnts  within 
our  power  to  promote  the,  present  and  eternal  well-being  of  this  nu- 
merous and  needy  class  of  our  brethren  t  Let  facts  give  the  answer. 
From  an  examination  of  official  records,  it  appears  that  there  are  foufr 
Annual  Conferences,  in  which  there  is  not  a  single  coloured  member 
in  the  Church.  Eight  others  have  an  aggregate  number  of  four  hun- 
ted and  sixtjf-three,  averaging  less  than  sixty.  And  taking  fifteen, 
slmost  one  half  of  the  Conferences  in  the  connection,  and  some  of 
them  among  the  largest,  both  in  the  ministry  and  membership,  and  the 
wh(de  number  of  coloured  members  is  but  one  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  nine,  giving  an  average  of  less  than  nine^.  It  is  well 
known  that  in  many  of  these  Conferences  there  is  a  numerous 
coloured  population,  and  in  each  of  them  s  very  considerable  number. 
It  is  presumed  that  the  freedom  of  the  people  of  colour,  within  the 
bounds  of  these  Conferences,  will  not  be  urged  as  the  cause  of  their 
not  being  brought  under  religious  influence,  and  gathered  into  the  fold 
of  Christ  We  sre  certainly  not  prepared  to  admit  that  a  state  of  ser- 
vitude is  more  favourable  to  the  success  of  the  Gospel,  in  its  experi- 
mental and  pracdcal  eflbcts,  than  a  state  of  freedom.  Facts  will 
dearly  show  that  this  is  not  the  cause.  Iii  the  city  of  Baltimore 
akme  there  are  nearly  four  times  the  number  of  coloured  people  in 
the  Church  thftt  we  find  in  the  fifteen  Conferences  referred  to  ;  and 
yet  a  vast  majority  of  them  are  as  free  as  d^ey  are  in  almost  all  the 
states  embraced  in  these  Coiiferences.  It  may  be  well  for  us  to  ex*  > 
amine  this  subject  carefidly,  in  connection  with  our  high  responsi-^ 
bility. 

Aiier  reviewing  with  careful  attention  the  views  we  submitted  at 
your  last  session  on  the  subject  of  collegiate  education,  ^e  s^e  no 
cause  for  changing  those  views  in  any  material  point.  But  so  fat 
as  facts  have  transpired,  they  have  confirmed  us  in  the  correctness 
of  the  opinions  we  had  Chen  formed.  What  at  that  time  appeared 
with  many,  and  it  may  be  with  the  General  Conference  itself,  to  be 
only  doubtfid  in  policy,  will  now  appear  in  the  light  and  force  df 
(acts,  not  to  be  resisted.  What  then  seemed  to  us  sound  in  theory, 
will  now  be  presented  with  that  kind  of  demonstration  whicfh  is  de- 
rived from  the  agreement  of  efiects  with  their  causes.  We  appre^ 
bend  that  if  aeeurau  and  JuU  reports  of  the  finaneial  eonditidn  of  out 


'CollegiBte  iostiliitums  ire  laid  befope  V0««  ••  diejrtjemuilf  tlKNilSte, 
it  wiU  cleiffly  appatt,  aa  vmtUr  ^  fad^  thai  a  annber  ii  tkem  ara 
.Ueaibliiig  to  their  foundatiooa;  wi  if  they  hare  not  already  sua* 
pended  meir  opezaliOBa  and  cloaed  thm  doom  aa  oollegea,  andi  a 
paupiul  isaue  ia  no  longer  doiib|6iL  Theae  ooDegea  ana^  hare  had 
their  riae  and  piogxeaa  without  yeur  directiDB  or  aapenntendenee; 
but  the^  cannot  have  their  deeline  and  611  withoal  invelTing  yov 
repotation,  and  that  of  the  whole  Church.  The  eommBnity  at  large 
are  authorized  to  conaider  them  Methodiat  iiiatitiitieiia.  And  wifi  it 
not  be  aaid  thai,  not  having  amtU^i  the  eost^  we  began  tabnild,  but 
were  not  able  to  finiah?  We  cannot  bal  beliere  that  tUs  atale  of 
thinga  ia  the  reault  of  stetimal  action^  without  aecwrait  tatadatiim 
of  uie  permanent  revenue  neceaaary  to  auatain  such  ineftitaikMia. 
And  here  we  beg  leave  to  repeat,  in  aubatance^  what  we  anbrnkted 
in  our  former  Addreaa*— That  universities  juad  edOegea  ahodd  never 
be  considered  aa  aettled  upon  a  aafe  and  ftrm  foundation  till  they  aae 
endowed  with  permanent  funds,  affording  an  available  revenue  equal 
to  the  support  of  their  facukiea.  Common  sense,  and  oomnum  ex- 
perience, without  any  very  close  financial  calculationa,  and  without 
waiting  for  the  painful  evidence  which  a  fmkurt  will  tfibtd,  ate  auffr 
cient  to  demonstrate  that  such  institutions  ean  never  be  eflfectnally 
sustained,  accotding  to  their  true  design,  by  a  promiacuoua  revenue, 
derived  from  annuid  subscriptions  uid  doDattona,  at  the  wiM  of  the 
jpatrons.  It  must  be  evident  that  the  only  safe  basis  of  financial 
calculation  is  the  relation  between  assets  and  liabilities--4ncome  and 
ouday ;  and  if  the  former  is  not  9qwd  to  the  latter^  there  ia  defect, 
,either  in  the  design  or  execution  of  the  ^etem.  If  by  any  meaanrea 
which  the  General  Confer^sce  can  devise,  and  the  sectional  pro^ 
visiona  and  control  of  theae  institutions  will  admit,  any  non^r  ef 
them  can  be  placed  upon  a  permanent  foundation,  and  elevated  in 
their  r$al  ^racier  to  what  is  implied  in  their  titles,,  they  would  cer- 
itainly  be  a  veiy  valuable  acquisition  to  aeience  and  Ikerature^  and  of 
great  and  general  benefit  to  the  Church.  But,  in  oaae  of  their  faih]re> 
a  reaction  will  be  jHrodueed,  runoua  of  our  educational  ^iterpiiae^ 
from  the  effects  ^  which  it  will  reqmre  a  long  time,  with  great 
labour  and  expense,  to  recover. 

The  improvement  of  our  miniatry  in  Biblical  literature  and  general 
theological  science— 4he  diffusicm  of  the  element  of  usefol  and  gene- 
ral knowledge  among  the  people  of  our  charge — and  the  training  of 
the  lising  generation,  are  aubjecta  of  such  vast  magnitude  and  import- 
ance as  to  require  our  most  profound  regard.  The  eventa  wMeh  are 
now  transpirmg  in  the  Chmrch  and  in  the  world,  and  eepedaMy  in 
pur  own  country,  with  the  aspects  they  cast  upon  the  foture,  can 
acarcely  fail  to  arrest  the  attention  of  wise  and  good  men.  With 
such  "  signs  of  the  times'*  before  us,  in  the  position  which  we  now 
occupy  among  the  Protestant  Churches  of  Chrbtendons,  we  should 
be  unfaithful  to  our  Master  and  his  cause,  and  to  ^e  miUiona  who 
look  to  us  aa  their  instructors  in  matters  of  Christian  faith  and  prac-^ 
^ce,  if  we  did  not  adopt  meaaurea  and  put  forth  efibru  auitaUe  to  dka 
fzi^A(4(»|  ff  the  tinifa. 


I  jkuutt^Af  jitfh^. .  ism 

Fnfaqps  no  pemi  in  ikiekuiiHy  of  ihe  GkMVtik«iliee  A^  iMmitii— ■ 
«ra  of  the  Jtelonui&m  Ium  Imod  distiagtiiBiisd  byr  mure  deep^p4Bte- 
jrestiBg  aocxanmcm  than  a  £nrW  the  last  3reais.  And  bowever  o«if« 
•iiiUy  Ss»  demeMta  which  are  now  in  opemlion«  both  ta  etvil  and  feli- 
•gions  communitiea,  may  be  ana^ed,  at  by  whatever  power  ef  aeio* 
'osatkmof  whicdi  the  hinnaa  muid  in  capabie  in  apj^oaiion  to  oaneei 
«id  efifecte^.reaidis  maj  be  calciilated,  il  leqniiiea  a  ndatd  whidi  cm 
'Cfimprehend  the  fatme  as  perfecify  aa  the  paat  to  detenaine  witti  will 
be  ttie  Qhiawte  iaauea. 

It  cannot  have  eacaped  the  obaetfation  of  the  erangelied.Ploleat- 
«nt  Chnrehea  duit  these  kat  few  yearn  bavelieen  mailDed  with  «i^ 
sewed,  and  ainudtaneona,  and  mighty  oMrement  of  Papal  Dome  to 
zecover  that  domination  and  influence  which  she  so  TelnctMBtly  ykid* 
^to  the  championB  oi  Seciptoral  troth  and  liffhteooaneat  in  the  sijE- 
ieeath  centaiy.  Civil  and  eoclesiastteal  legiriation,— *«ita  <tnd  sd- 
encaa,  and  liteiatnre^ — ^haVe  all  been  laid  nnder  eontifbntilNi  Vb"  pro- 
flttle  the  deq>  deaign.  The  reatoniiott  of  orden  wUeh,  if  not 
eatinct,  had  become  almost  powerless,  the  aml(tplic«li<m  of  pilesis, 
and  the  increase  of  preUtical  dignitaiies,  are  all  empleyad  in  cettfeee- 
tional  harmony,  to  achieve  the  objects  of  the  enterprise.  The  estft- 
WahaMpit  of  sdbods  and  colleges,  fiterary  and  theological^  with  a 
deaign  to  wield  the  mighty  engine  of  edocation  to  moiSd  the  mindto 
of  the  rising  generation  in  conformity  to  the  doctrines  of  their  creed, 
and  the  forms  of  their  worship,  is  no  unimportant  or  inefficient  pait 
of  diat  eztcnsiTe  S3ratem  of  policy  whidi  is  now  in  operaiiont 

The  press,  whose  nsme  is  legion,  by  its  issues  of  books  and  peti- 
odicals  for  popular  reading,  hke  the  legends  and  ballads  of  odMT 
4ays,  is  made  to  exert  an  influence  pow^rflil  in  its  combhwtiott,  and 
•oertain  in  its  results.  And  to  gire  the  greater  security  to  the  ad- 
vancement and  i&aal  success  (^^is  vast  luid  complicated  maefainefy, 
Ae  whole  must  be  kept  in  motion  under  the  mjrMie  Toil  of  a  subtle 
adod  false  theology,  and  by  the  imposition  of  pompous  ibrms  and 
eeremonies.  To  cap  the  cumax,  the  Holy  Scriptares  are  denied  to 
ik»  mass  of  the.  pec^le,  and  -repudiated  as  the  only  and  suifeient 
rale  of  faith  and  practice,  and  creeds,  and  tradition,  and  councils, 
doubtiU  and  contradictory,  are  superadded  to  supi^  ^e  defect  of 
the  inspired  canon.  With  such  a  combination  of  poweiM  agencies 
Romanism  is  now  labouring,  not  only  to  recover  what  it  lost  of  its 
former  supieoiacy  in  the  Reformation,  but  also  to  assert  and  estabiidi 
its  monstrous  pretensions  in  countries  never  sutjject  either  to  its 
civil  or  ecclesiastical  authority.  With  these  weapons  the  Papal 
power  has  invaded  Protestajot  communities  with  tfoch.  soedess  as 
should  awaken  and  unite  the  energies  of  ^e  evangelicid  Ckorches 
of  Christ  in  every  part  of  the  world. 

Bnt  it  is  not  to  the  measures  of  the  Pafml  hierarchy  alone  that  we 
aniat  look  as  distinguishing  the  period  of  wluch  we  speak.  Coufrfc 
tnes  professedly  Protestant  have  become  the  ^eatves  of  transaodona 
of  the  deepest  interest  to  all  Clmstisns  who  would  ntaintain  ihe  s«» 
psMnacy  of  the  Holy  Sciipture^  and  the  ^fmny  and  apittoaliljf  of 
the  Church  catholic,  in  the  ministration  of  the  word,  and  ordinances, 
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MdduieipliiM  of  COiriirt.  Tke  hifh  asMttipliOM  of  ibe  pidatica] 
dign^iriM  of  tlu  National  Eatabliahmentof  Bng^biid,  and  the  com»- 
ponding  preteaaiona  of  *<  High  Ghurchmea"  in  owr  owli  conntiy,  ai« 
Joo  atxon^y  mariwd  aa  aigniScaat  "  aigna  of  the  timea,^  to  paaa  on- 
obaer?ad  ij  Uioaa  denominationa  of  Chriatiana  who  are  wiuiovt  the 
•vaaible  pale  of  "  the  Church"  urging  each  daima  to  exdnaive  divine 
■lighta.  Were  tUa  a  queation  of  aimple  abatract  theory  only,  noik- 
oonlbiBiing  and  diaaenting  Churehea  might  very  eafely  retire  from  the 
field,  and  leave  the  controversy  to  be  conducted  and  aettled  by  the 
hoetiltt  ohampiona  of  ei&er  party  in  ^^the  only  tne  apoatolical 
Ghnreh.^-  But  when  the  anbject  ia  viewed  in  ita  true  aapeet,  aa  in- 
aolving  inq^ortant  doetrinea  of  Scripture  revelatiout  and  results  of 
•inoHientova  concein,  not  only  to  all  Chriatian  Churches  not  having 
-derived  their  ainiaterial  functions  in  the  regular  order  of  the  pretend- 
ed *'  divine  apoatolical  sncceasiicm/'  but  also  to  milliona  of  a  iaUea 
world,  who,  itia  to  be  feared,  will  never  6e  gathered  into  the  fidd  of 
Christ,  and  have  ''the  pure  word  of  God  preached,  and  the  saear 
maala  duly  adminiatered,  according  to  Christ's  ordinance,  ia  all  those 
thioi^  that  of  neeesMty  are  requiaite  to  the  same,"  if  they  are  to  de- 
pend on  theae  *'  successors  of  the  apostles"  to  convey  to  them  such 
ineatamahle  Uessings,  it  nnist  be  considered  of  sufficient  importance 
to  caU  into  requisition  the  united,  vigorous,  and  persevering  effort  of 
the  whole  body  of  Froteatant  Chriatians  who  disdaim  sueh  higE  pie- 
"Isasions* 

It  is  too  .d>viottsio  be  denied,  that,  if  these  claims  can  be  sustained 
by  the  authority  of  Holy  Scripture,  there  is  no  vahd  Christian 
ooaistiy-^that  is>  no  ministry  authorized  and  approved  by  Christ,  or 
called  according  to  his  wiU  by  the  Hdy  Gho8t--^whickha8  not  he^n  in- 
atituted  by  the  conaeeratuxn  of  an  order  who  are  the  regular  and  authop- 
isad  suoeesaors  of  the  holy  apostles  in  an  uninterrt^d  line  of  descent 

Upon  the  same  premises  it  is  equally  certain  that  there  is  no  body  of 
.Christians,  by  whatever  name  or  title  it  may  be  known,  which  has 
tany  valid  claim  to  be  a  Church,  accmding  to  Christ's  institution, 
whidi  is  not  e<mstituted  by,  and  in  ccHinection  with,  a  ministry 
receiving  aU  itssutihority  by  virtue. of  this  imbroken  apostolic  succes- 
sion;  and  consequently,  that  the  sacraments  of  .Christ,  administered 
outof  thia  Older,  of  succession^,  axe  as  invalid,  not  to  ss^  profane,  as 
^wouU  Jhave  been  the  services,  under  the  law  which  God  had  exclu- 
sively coitoiitted  4o  the  .priesthood,  had  they  been  performed  by  other 
hands. 

Now.  we,  in  common  with  all  other  nonconforming  and  disaenting 
Chriatians,  repudiate,  these  high  «nd  exclusive  pretensions ;  firmly 
beMeving  liiat  they  cannot  be  sustained  by  Holy  Scripture,  by  tra- 
dition, or  by  any  authority  of  the  early  Fathear &.  And  whaiever  con- 
fidence we  may  have  in  the  soundness  of  the  faith,  and  genuineness 
of  the^pieiy,  (and  we  rejoice  to  have  such  eoi^dence,)  bothof  clnrgy 
and  laity  in  a  Chm^ch  which. claims  aneh  exclusive.. right,  we  oamot 
ssUnqoish'Whal  we. believe  to  be  our  ''high  calling  of  God"  to  the 
prdeasioaa.of  men,  however  diatinguish^(C  founded  o&  a  sueoesmn 


wliibh,  me  are  fyniiy  pertu«ded,  is  .without  aathexlly  fmi  mif  undo 
ttition  of  Cfafi»t,  or  his  hdy  Apostles,  aad  which,  «8  wa  .Miem, 
dxnuscience  itself  caaaot  tracs. 

To  make  the  validity  of  the  mimistrj  of  the  word  and  oidiaBiises 
of  Christ  depend,  to  say  the  loaat,  upon  such  doubtful  authority,  is  la 
unsettle,  if  not  remove,  thai  dure  foundation  of  apostolic  dootrina  en 
which  the  Church  of  Christ  ia  built  It  nentraliaes  that  fundamentel 
truth  of  the  Gospel  revelation,  that  the  ministry,  appointed  and  pfst^ 
petoated  in  Christ's  kingdom  upon  ^rth  involves  these  essential  doo^ 
trines : — ^The  special  calling  of-God  by  tibe  Holy  Ghosl^-rdiG  ahidhaf 
influence  of  the  same  Holy  Spirit— ^purity  oi  doctrine,  according;  to 
the  only  and  sufficient  rule  of  faith — a  sf^ritual  union  with  Chiiife, 
the  living  and  only  Head  of  his  Church-*and  a  life  of  sincere  and 
humble  obedience  to  hia  commands.  The  practical  reauhstof  sueh 
a  theory  are  natural  and.obvious. 

The  Holy  Scriptures,  as  the  unadulterated  fountain  of  truth,  are 
the  surest  safeguard  against  the  prevalence  of  these  Papal  and  pre- 
latical  dogmas.  If  the  Bible  is  prohibited^  or  its  defect  as  a  rule.ef 
faith  and  practice  maintained,  as  the  means  of  giving  cunency  to  the 
most  dangerous  and  fatal  enors,  it  is  the  sound  pc4icy,  as  well  as 
the  sacred  duty,  of  the  friends  of  evangelical  truth  and  godhnesa.te 
use  their  utmost  efforts  to  put  this  blessed  book  into  as  many  hands 
as  possible ;  and  to  circulate  it  both  at  home  and  in  foreign  lands  to 
the  utmost  extent  of  their  ability. 

Popery  fears  nothing  so  much  as  the  book  of  God  in  the  hands  of 
the  common  mass  of  the  people.  It  is  the  '<  sword  6f  the  Spirit^ 
piercing  through  and  through,  and  exposing  to  open  day  its  deadly 
errors,  and  its  deep  and  hidden  designs. 

The  exigences  of  the  times  call  aloud  for  renewed  eflbrt  on  the 
part  of  the  Church,  and  especially  the  ministry,  to  disseminate  these 
ptecious  oracles  of  God.  No  pains  should  be  spared  to  get  t&em  into 
all  the  families  to  which  we  can  have  access.  Our  missionaries, 
especially  such  as  labour  in  towns  and  cities,  among  seamen,  in  the 
German  missions,  and  on  foreign  stations,  shoold  be  well  supplied 
with  Bibles  for  gratuitous  disti^ution.  Our  influence  must  be  «» 
erted  in  the  pulpit  and  from  the  press,  and  by  every  lawful  and.  {am* 
dent  measure,  till  every  institution  of  lewrning  under  our  patronage  o^ 
control  is  leavened  with  the  word  of  God,  and  till  it  is  universally 
introduced  as  a  text-book  in  the  common-school  system  of  education  . 
in  our  country.  It  must  be  our  Alpha  and  Omega  in  our  studies,  in 
our  preaching,  and  at  our  family  altsfs.  A  Biblieal  deparimemt  in  aQ 
our  c^ciai  journals,  devoted  exclusively  to  the  Bibk  cause,  migbt  be 
of  incalculable  benefit  in  advancing  this  great  interest  We  suggeal 
the  inquiry  whether  the  very,  large  proportion  of  these  joumala  now 
filled  14>  with  eormnon  obituary  noUoeSf  to  say  nothing  of  the  po^ieti 
eoiumnSf  would  not  be  more  available  in  proinoting  the  cause  of  Qoi 
and  tm^,  if  these  notices  should,  to  a  great  extent,  bfi  omitted  to  give 
place  to  such  a  department*  "  The  Americasi  Bilde  Society"  haa/a 
high  claim  vf(m  us  in  the  position  we  now  sustain  asoiaag>ilB»*Cluilh 


tbn  Chfchei,  and  mink  tlie  means  wi^n  our  power  to  promote  tlioee 
IfranA  enlerpriees  the  ultimate  object  of  which  is  the  tomnrsiok  €f^ 
worid  to  God,  In  this  great,  and  beneroleni,  and  eTangeiical  inst^i- 
lian,  ^leiB  is  nol  a  singis  trait  of  sectananism,  or  denominational  lit- 
lleaese.  Itie  a  vast  catholic  eonceni,  from  the  aid  of  which  na  lover 
ot  tens,  and  die  souls  he  has  redeemed  widi  his  bloody  has  a&7Taiid 
eanse  to  withhold  his  hand.  We  recommend  the  adoption  of  such 
measmes  as  your  wisdom  ma3r  dense  to  bring  more  effectually  into 
snqnisitiiMi  the  resources  of  the  Chufcb,  and  the  people  who  attend  our 
waiatry  in  promoting  the  designs  of  the  institution. 

The  necessity  and  importance  of  a  thorough  course  of  Biblical 
literature  and  theological  science,  for  die  improvement  of  our  minis- 
tnr,  have  long  been  felt,  and  the  want  of  it  seen  afid  regretted  by  many 
of  our  able  wod  most  useful  ministers,  and  by  thousands  of  our  en- 
lightened and  devoted  members,  and  never  more  than  at  the  pre- 
sent day. 

It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  the  Romanists  were  never  engaged  in 
fortifying  their  system,  and  pushing  forward  its  designs  on  this  ground 
Ip  so  great  an  extent- as  at  the  present  time.  'Hiey  know  the  power 
cf  the  priesthood,  and  they  are  determined  to  employ  it  to  the  best 
advantage.  The  Protestant  Churches  are  diligently  employed  in  the 
•ame  woriL.  Bat  such  a  systematic  course  of  study  is  stfll  a  deside- 
tatum  in  our  own  Church.  We  have  already  in  print  many  invalua- 
ble books  in  several  branches  of  Christian  theology,  and  by  selec- 
tion and  abtidgmeht  a  complete  course  might  be  prepared  widi  such 
an  amount  of  labour  and  expense  as  would  be  light  in  the  balance, 
compared  with  the  benefits  which  would  be  derived  from  it.  If  we 
would  contend  successfully  with  the  great  and  growing  errors  of  the 
age,  especially  those  to  which  we  have  alluded,  and  advance  the  tri- 
un^  of  die  uncorropted  truth  of  Gk>d,  it  appears  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance that  our  ministry  should  be  more  perfecdy  disci[^ned  for  the 
great  w<^. 

If -all  the  ministeTB  cannot  avail  themselves,  to  any  great  extent,  of 
Ae  advantages  of  such  a  course,  very  many  of  them  can,  and  this 
would  be  a  rich  compensation  for  all  the  labour  and  expense. 

£lunday-s<^iool  instrtiction  may  jusdy  be  regarded  as  one  of  the 
most  effectual  auxiliaries  which  we  can  employ  for  the  prevention  of 
4ie  destraedve  influence  of  error,  by  preoccupying  the  infant  mind 
with  the  geims  of  Scriptural  truth.  Afthough  it  is  matter  <^  rejoicmg 
thai  a  great  amount  of  good  has  been  accomplished  by  this  service. 
It  is  betieved  that  mu<ih  more  might  be  done  with  a  sjrstem  better 
adi^d  to  the  capacities  of  the  subjects  of  instruction,  and  with  books 
suitable  to  different  classes  in  the  several  stages  of  in^ovement. 
OlassificatioB,  for  many  reasons,  has  always  been  regarded  as  an  im- 
portint  provision  in  a  system  of  instruction^  especially  for  children. 
We  need  not  enlarge  On  its  utility :  but  we  are  deeply  impressed  with 
die  necessity  and  obligation  of  renewed  and  persevering  effort  in 
mttending  the  operations  of  the  institution,  so  as  to  embrace  tens  of 
Ihoasands  of  die  cluldreA  of  our  people  who  have  not  been  brought 
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fuoder  ks  sahttary  inflaenee,  and  of  Mnsiag  and  impioyiiigf  t&e  ttystSift, 
iMdk  intk  revpec*  to  the  mode  of  instnictkm,  and  the  books  tote  used, 
00  M  to  afford  ^  best  helps  aad  the  greatest  facility  in  aeeon^lishmg 
ito  benOTolent  dengns.  We  recommrad  to  your  delibefate  attentioii 
the  memorkl  of  the  Ciiioimiati  Book  CoBBmctee  on  this  interesting 
subject 

JosHiTA  Souls, 
Elijah  Heddino, 
Jakss  O.  AiinitEW, 
B.  Wauoh, 
Thos.  a.  Morkis. 

1i(wi.Ywk,  May  2, 1844. 


B^ADDRESS  OF  THE  BRITISH  CONFERENCE. 

To  the  Bishops  of  the  M.  E.  Church  in  the  United  States  of  America  :— 

YxRT  Dejji  Brethren, — Finding  it  impracticable  al  tine  tiaw 
to  depnte  &  personal  messenger  from  our  body  as  a  represeniatiTe  m 
worn  next  General  Ckmference  of  our  fraternal  rdblSon  to  you,  we 
hare  resolved  to  address  you  by  letter,  and  in  this  way  to  maintain 
that  friendly  intercourse  with  you  which  we  trust  nothing  will  wnta 
be  permitted  to  interrupt  or  destroy.  Partakers,  as  we  are,  of  tte 
same  origin,  the  same  faith,  the  same  spiritual  blessings,  and,  with  a 
few  external  and  circumstantial  differences,  of  the  same  eoclesiastkiil 
discipline,  we  desire  that  we  may  also  continue  to  be  putakers  of 
the  bene£ls  which  spring  from  a  free  interchange  of  Christian  feU^w^ 
ship.  Our  prayer  to  God  is,  that  pure  and  {nrimitive  Christiani^  ms|r 
flourish  yet  more  abundantly  among  us  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantio, 
and  that  **  mercy  unto  you,"  as  well  as  unto  ourselves,  *<  and  peace,  and 
lore/*  may  '^  be  nuilti{died." 

The  visit  o£  your  honoured  delegate,  the  venerable  Bishop  SoolOy 
to  our  country,  was  exceedingly  welcome  and  gratifying  to  us.  Hk 
kindly  spirit  in  erery  season  of  our  more  private  intbrviesrs  with 
him, — ^the  lively  interest  which  he  took  in  all  our  concerns,  whethsr 
domestic  or  foreign, — ^the  copious  information  with  which  he  iavararod 
US  concerning  the  plans,  proceedings,  and  evangelical  conquests  of 
your  branch  ^  our  Lord's  universal  church,»-*^and  .his  tnily  able  and 
•edifying  public  ministradons  amoflig  us,  have  lelit  an  impressioii  an 
OUT  minds  which  time  will  not  easily  efface.  Long  may  he  be  spaxiol 
In  life,  and  Uessed,  by  our  HeavedLy  Master,  as  an  instirottont  of  yet 

freater  and  more  extensive  good !  By  the  care  of  Divine  Frovideno^^ 
e  is  now  returned  in  safety  to  your  shores ;  and  he  will  be  abto  ik 
stqpply  you  witl^  intelligence  of  our  movements,  trials,  and  suQoease% 
far  beyond  what  we  should  be  able  to  convey  in  any  wiittea  oonimii^ 
ikkalaon. 

We  should  do  injustice  to  our  sentiments  and  feelings  toward  the 
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iMmonred  companion  of  the  Teoerable  Biahop,  the  Ret.  Thomas  B. 
Sargent,  were  we  not  to  express  the  satieiaction  and  pleasme  which 
his  visit  has  afbrded  ns.  His  aimable  spiiit,  ardent  piefy,  mimsterisl 
services  and  intercourse,  have  been  highly  gratifying  to  ourselves  and 
beneficial  to  those  congregations  of  our  people  to  whom  he  has  pso- 
claimed  the  common  sldvation. 

Sincerely  do  we  unite  with  you  in  thanksgivings  to  Almighty  Grod, 
**  the  Father  of  mercies,  and  the  God  of  all  consolation,"  for  the  ex-  . 
traordinary  prosperity  which  he  has  granted  to  the  patient  and  self- 
denying  efforts  of  lus  servants  in  the  Western  world.  When  we 
reflect  on  the  magnitude  of  that  field  which  you  and  your  coadjutors^ 
are  employed  to  cultivate,— on  the  number  of  the  agents  who  are  in-* 
cessantly  engaged  in  the  work,— on  the  vast  increase  which  you  have 
the  happiness  annually  to  report, — and  on  the  indirect  influence 
which  your  efiicient  toll  can  scarcely  fail  to  exert  on  other  Christian 
communities,  we  rest  in  the  satisfactory  assurance  that  ^'  Christ  is*^  so 
widely  "preached,"  not  "in  pretence,"  but  "in  truth," -among  large 
masses  of  redeemed  human  beings,  whom  we  have  not  known,  or  are 
ever  likely  to  know,  in  the  flesh ;  and  we  "  therein  do  rejoice,  yea, 
and  will  rejoice."  Our  hope  is  that,  in  your  case,  that  promise  will 
he  constantly  fulfilled :  "  The  Lord  will  create  upon  every  dwelling 
place  of  Mount  Zion,  and  upon  her  assemblies,  a  cloud  and  smoke  by 
day,  and  the  shining  of  a  flaming  fire  by  night :  for,  upon  all  the  gloiy 
shall  be  a  defence," — ^"  the  glory"  of  the  Lord  himself,  the  glory  of 
his  abiding  presence  and  favour,  "  shall  over  all  be  a  covering,"  ajid, 
therefore,  a  sure  defence  and  protection. 

From  a  careful  consideration  of  questions  which  are  agitated  at  the 
present  time  in  Greai  Britain,  and,  less  or  more,  in  America  also,  we 
are  constrained  to  adhere,  widi  firmer  tenacity,  if  possible,  than  ever, 
to  the  high  princi^de,  that  Holy  Scripture  is  our  supreme  and  sole  ou- 
thority  in  all  matters  of  revealed  truth.  Nor  would  we  avow  this  prin- 
^oiple  merely,  or  plead  for  it  in  occasioned  controversy ;  we  would,  by 
the  hdp  of  God,  practically  and  habitually  act  upon  it.  It  is  our  fer- 
yent  wish  that  all  the  ministers  who  are  connected  with  us  should 
devote  themselves,  with  growing  dfligence,  to  the  prayerfid  study  of 
■CSod's  own  Book, — ^should  avail  themselves  of  every  aid  within  dieir 
toach  toward  its  right  interpretation, — ^should  expound  it  with  all  at- 
tainable skill,  and  apply  it  to  the  several  classes  of  their  hearers 
hvith  calm  and.  unflinching  fidelity, — and  should  always  have  it  in 
Iheir  power  to  say,  in  declaration  of  the  sacred  canon  by  which  they 
mre  themselves  uniformly  guided,  "  To  the  law  and  to  the  testimony : 
if  they  speak  not  according  to  this  word,  it  is  because  there  is  no 
light  in  them." 

Nor  would  we  neglect  the  continual  exposition  and  enforcement  of 
Ihe  vital  Protestant  doctrine,  which  our  fathers  and  we  have  learned 
from  the  Scriptures  of  God,  th(U  sinful  man  can  be  justified,  in  the 
^^fkt  of  his  offended  Judge,  only  "  by  grace  through  faith  "  in  our  Lorfis 
atcmmg  saerifice,  "  Nothing  but  this,"  to  use  the  words  of  our  re- 
vered founder,  "  can  effectually  prevent  the  increase  of  the  Romish 
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ddtusioa  ^SEomg  tis,"  whatever  fitom  that  delusion  mayasBDme^atid ''  in 
whatever  degree  it  may  exist."  It  is  endless  to  attack,  one  by  one* 
aH  the  errors  of  that  Church.  But  salvation  by  faith  strikes  at  th« 
root,  and  all  fall  at  once  where  this  is  established.  It  was  this  doc* 
trine,  which  our  Church,  "  the  Church  of  England,"  justly  calls  "  this 
strong  rock  and  foundation  of  the  Christian  religion,  that  first-  drove 
Popery  out  of  these  kingdoms ;  and  it  is  this  alone  can  keep  it  out.'" 

.Man's  gratuitous  pardon,  justification,  addition  iiito  the  family  of 
Qod^  through  faith — sealed  on  the  heart  of  the  penitent  believer  by 
the  Holy  Spirit's  testimony — and,  by  means  of  that  very  testimony, 
accompanied  with  a  divine  change  of  heart,  and,  consequendy,>  of 
•life,-^this  opens  to  us  a  scheme  of  saving  truth,  most  plainly  tsiught  in 
the  Word  of  God,  and  most  evidently  confirmed  by  the  experience  of 
countless  numbers  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  who,  *'  being  justified'by 
feith,"  have  thus,  and  thus  only,  found  *'  peace  with  God  throu^  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,"  with  all  its  aUendant  and  following  benefits.  To 
this  doctrine,  then,  we  would  resolutely  cleave.  We  i^Fould  proclaiRp 
it  in  its  own  simplicity,  apart  from  philosophical  niceties,  unprofitable 
distinctions,  or  a  new  vocabulary  of  terms ;  and  we  are  persuaded 
that,  while  (We  do  this  with  honest,  con^tent,  and  patient  seal,  ^Mhe 
Lord  our  God  "  will  *'  be  with  us,  as  he  was  with  our  fathers :"  he^ 
will  "  not  leave  us,  nor  forsake  us."  ■  .  ■  ^ 

Pursuant  to  the  same  system  of  restoring  mercy,  we  feel  it  to  bo' 
our  duty  to  press  upon  our  hearers  the  importaiKie  of  se^dng  and' 
acquiring  a  more  plentiftd  enjoyment  of  God^s  sanettfying  grace, .  Wheo? 
they  "  have  received  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord,"  fay  tlmt  faith  which 
plants  him  in  the  heart,  we  would  earnestly  admonish  them^  in* the: 
words  of  the  holy  Apostle :  *'  Walk  ye  in  him :  rooted  etnd'  built  tsp  ia» 
him,  and  stablished  in  the  faith,  as  ye  have  been  taught,  abounding" 
therein  with  thanksgiving,"— r"  nourished  up,"  as  he  elsewhere  speaJ^v 
'  in  the  words  of  faith  and.  of  good  doctrine."  By  the  grsEeious  «p<*i 
pointment  of  God,  " many,"  even  now,  "run  to  and  fto,'^  in  year lHad{ 
and  in  ours,  "and  knowledge,  is  increased"  For  this  we  wre 'wml 
fei^edly  thankful  to  Him  with  whom-att  lighi.  dweUs«p  1^  wduitt 
avails  knowledge,  though  it  be  a  knowledge  of  the  plaiiand  sdimotfi 
of  salvation  itself,  unless  that  knowledge  be^subordiiiate  and  inxSioiy 
to  wisdom?  .  "The  Holy  Scriptures "  are  intended,  as  they  are  also 
*^able,"  by  the  Spirit's  agency,  to  "m^e  us  vm»  >  unto- salvubioitf 
through  faith  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus."  Our  people  need  vi^Jffi  ii^s- 
dom, — we  need  more  wisdom, — in  the  attainment  of  a  deeper  spiritual 
experience,  in  the  more  skilful  conduct  of  the  Christian  life,  in  the 
more  sedulous  cultivation  and  maintenance  of  right  tempers,  words, 
and  practice.  May  "  the  God  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Father 
of  glory,  give  unto"  all  his  Church  "  the  spirit  of  wisdom  and  revela- 
tion in  the  knowledge  of  Him !" 

Yet  further,  we  are  sensible  of  the  necessity  of  striving,  in  every- 
thing, to  observe  the  declared  will  of  God,  and  n9t  to  follow  the  law  of. 
human  expediency  or  accommodation.     We  are,  indeed,  to  be  "  made 
all  things  to  aU  men ;"  but  it  b  that  we  may  "  by  iJl  means  sa»s 
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it  mmt  be  *'  lor  luB  ^O0«I  to  ed^eoHon.^  TemptationB  arise,  iB  the 
present  daj,  from  estaUished  osagee,  from  our  own  long  fatniliafiiy 
witk  things  wMcli  will  not  bear  a  close  Scriptural  inspection,  from 
national  prepossessions  and  partisiities,  from  a  fear  of  exciting  powe«- 
tA  opposition,  and  from  vanous  other  sources ;  and  these  tenptadons 
jtaiy  sednoe  u%  if  we  do  not  vigUantly  goard  againet  them,  into  e&oi* 
plianoes  uswoctfaj  of  our  Chrii^ian  and  ministerial  profession.  To 
iUs  daagef  we  would,  be  oontianaliy  awake,  lest  we  shoidd  subst^Mte 
eartUj  hi  the  place  <^  heaTeniy  motives,  or,  at  leaet,  uijuriousty  nnx 
and  confound  the  one  with  the  other.  Ought  it  not  to  be  ev^y  nutA*e 
deTmit  inquiry,  '<  Lord,*  what  wilt  than  have  me  tor  do  T  And  oo^' 
not  efery  Christian  minster  to  be  aide  to  say,  in  the  language  of  St 
Banl's  exen^lary  appeal  to  die  Galatians,  '^  Do  I  now  persuade  men, 
ear  CM !  or  do  I  seek  to  please  men  ?  for  if  I  yet  pleased  men,  I 
should  not>  be  the  sconrant  of  Christ.'*  Let  us  encourage  and  assnt 
etfoh  other  fo»  perform  eveiy  part  of  the  Loid^  work  in  the  liOrd's 
OWA  appointed  way;  and  let  us  humbly  pray  that  he  may,  in  no  cip* 
omnstance,  relation,  or  walk  of  life,  **  leave  us  destitute  of  his  mercjr 
and  his  tmth."  We  are,  as  we  trust,  right^mmded  in  the  prosecution 
and  prraMtinn  of  the  suldime  spsritual  objects  of  our  common  Chris^ 
tianity ;  and  ''if  in  anything  we  be  otherwise,"  or  difierently,  "minded, 
God  shall"  assuredly  ^'rereal  even  this  unto  us,"  if  we  wait  on  Mm 
''in  nnipiticky  and  .godly  sincerity,"  and  exerciee  an  entire  sub^n^* 
aiotf  to  all  his  pleamre. 

And  now,  very  dear  brethren,  we  "  commend  yon  to  Gk)d,  and  to* 
die  word  of  his  grace,  which  is  able  to  build  us  iqi,"  wherever  our 
earthly  lot  may  be  cast,  "  and  to  give  us  an  inheritance  among  all 
Hiesi  thai  ace  sanctified."  Your  sphere  of  honourable  and  useful 
Oirtkm  in  Chest's  cause  is  migkdly  enlarged,  and  the  nuniibers  of 
those,  onee  fugitives  from  God  and  peace,  but  now  gathered,  through 


einemunentality,  into  the  enclosinre  of  the  Church,  are  marvel* 
y  nugnented.    "  The  Lobd  God  of"  our  '^fathers  make  you  a 
ihouMad  times  so  many  amre  as  ye  are,  and  bless  you,  as  he  hxA 
psoraJMd  you." 
<  fligBsd  on  behalf  and  by  ord»  of  &e  Conference, 

John  Scott,  Prestihta. 
Bmrnnw  NswTON,  Seetetarf. 

Shefield,  August  IIM,  1843. 


C.-«ADDB£S8  TO  THE  BfilTISB  CONrERENCE. 
Toihe  Wesle^an  Methodist  Confirenee of  Great  Britain: 

Bbloved  Fathers  and  BftSTHREN,-^The  General  Qmfeieiiee  of 
the  Methodist  Epiifcopal  Chnrch  in  the  United  States  of  America,  with, 
great  j^easure  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  kind  and  traiy  Chris^ 
tian  epistle.  And  we  comd  have  been  more  highly  gratified  only  bjr  a 
visit  of  one  of  your  number  as  yoor  representative  to  our  body.  We 
are  happy  to  be  assured,  that  declining  the  appointment  of  a  delegate 
to  this  Conference  has  arisen  from  urgent  causes,  which  imply  no  want 
of  interest  in  the  weH^being  and  progress  of  Methodism  in  mis  eountiy, 
nor  any  loss  of  afiection  for  the  American  connection.  We  eamestljr 
request  that  a  representative  may  be  appointed  by  your  body  to  meet 
the  General  Conference  of  1848,  when,  it  may  be  presumed,  arrange- 
ments will  be  made  to  reciprocate  such  a  demonstration  of  continued 
affection  and  confidence.  To  your  fraternal  and  apostolical  saiutatiaBr 
we  most  sincerely  and  devoutly  respond,  "  Grace,  mercy,  and  peacei 
be  upon  you,  and  upon  the  Israel  of  God.** 

The  visit  of  our  beloved  bretbxen.  Rev.  M.  Richey  and  th^  Rev.  W. 
Case,  from  your  missions  in  Upper  Canada,  has  been  peculiariy  welecmie' 
to  us  and  refreshing  to  our  spirits.  To  these  devoted  men  we  wish* 
abundant  success  in  the  vastly  impoitant  field,  which  in  the  Providenor 
of  God  they  are  called  to  cultivate.  Their  presence  and  their  inte- 
resting communications  have  encouraged  us  greatly.  And  their  ttnily* 
apostolic  spirit  afforded  us  additional^  evidence  that  the  true  WesleyW 
spirit  still  lives  in  the  missions  under  your  charge.  ^ 

The  unity  of  the  several  branches  of  the  Wesleyan  MethodiM  m' 
the  great  elements  of  Christianity  is  as  mariLed  as  it  is  demoastrativtf^ 
of  the  legitimacy  of  their  succession.  We  rejmce  in  the  fi^t,  wMsh* 
the  world  looks  upon  with  admiration,  that  Wesleyan  Methodism,  in  aft 
parts  of  the  world,  is  the  same  in  doctrine,  discipline,  spirit,  and  praetiee. 
We  have  **  one  body,  and  one  spirit,  even  as  we  are  called  in  oile  hope 
of  our  calling;  one  Lord,  one  faith,  one  baptism,  one  God  attft> 
Father  of  all,  who  is  above  all,  and  through  all,  and  in  lis  dl.** 

The  great  doctrines  of  justificaiiott  by  faith  alone,  and  of  sanctiie»» 
tkm  by  the  Spirit  alone,  with  us  are  fundamental ;  and  omr  oj^xwitimiF 
to  alU  the  forms  of  that  corrupt  Christianity,  which  attributes  Ufrtug* 
efficacy  to  external  rites  and  to  ceremonies  of  human  devising,  itf  sCenii 
and  uncompromising.  The  encroachments  of  Popery  and  semi-Popoiy, 
which  have  recently  occasioned  so  mucii  agitation  in  this  country,  a* 
well  as  in  Great  Britian,  have,  mder  the  good  hand  of  our  God,  dm^ 
fast  been  overruled  fbr  the  greater  progress  and  the  more  firm  establidi- 
ment  of  evangelical  priikciples.  We  have  no  cause  here  to  r^grat  Ai# 
<^en  collision  between  the  tni&  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  and  the  Mm  theology' 
of  those  who  by  way  of  eminence  deaomiAate  themselves  Catk»lii9. 
In  an  open  and  foir  field,  tmth  has  nothing  to  fear  fitom  a  confiiotr  yMt 
ettar.  To  high  and  extravagant  assuni^icions  we  oppose  ihe  ^ndmuM' 
of  experience— and  to  the  tradi^ons  of  men,  the  infallible  MoovAa  oi^ 
ttaaih:  '*What  kftk^chaff  to  the  wheat,  saiA  tho  Letd."    Tkk'} 
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fancies  and  airy  visions  of  the  dark  ages  may  find  a  place  in  minds 
of  a  certain  class,  ev'en  in  the  light  of  the  nineteenth  century ;  but  the 
faithful  preaching  of  the  gospel  of  Christ — that  gospel  which  is  "  the 
power  of  God  and  the  wisdom  of  Grod'*— will  present  a  barrier  in  the 
Tray  of  their  progress  which  they  cannot  ever  pass.  The  minds  of  our 
people  having  been  thoroughly  imbued  with  evangelical  principles, 
constitute  an  incongenial  soil  for  the  dogmas  of  Rome  or  Oxford,  and 
hence,  though  our  societies  have  been  fiercely  assaulted  by  uncatholic 
exdusiveness  and  denunciation,  they  have  suffered  little  more  than  the 
mere  annoyance  necessarily  occasioned  by  the  ceaseless  din  of  those 
who  think  it  quite  sufficient  to  claim  apostolical  descent,  and  to  meet  all 
arguments  with,  an  appeal  to  "  the  church."  "  To  the  law  and  to  the 
testimony.  If  they  speak  not  according  to  their  word,  it  is  because 
there  is  no  light  in  them." 

The  labours  of  the  last  two  years  have  been  crowned  with  an  amount 
of  visible  success  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  Methodism  in  America. 
God  has  truly  honoured  his  chosen  instrumentality  with  a  tide  of  pros- 
perity which  evidently  proves  that  he  is  still  with  his  servants,  and 
that  the  gospel  preached  by  them  is  as  it  was  in  apostolic  times,  '<  the 
power  of  God  unto  salvation."  And  this  work  of  grace  we  judge  to 
be  deep  and  genuine.  We  have  reason  to  thank  God,  that  while  the 
piety  of  our  people,  is  becoming  more  enlightened  and  elevated,  it 
seems  to  have  lost  nothing  of  its  simplipity  and  power. 

The  great  doctrine  of  entire  sanctificatiojiis  exciting  increased  interest 
in  our  church.  Many  of  our  ministers  and  members  a^e  rejoicing  in  that 
"perfect  love"  which  "casteth  out  fear,"  while  many  others  are 
earnestly  groaning  for  full  redemption  in  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ.  A  holy 
biiptism  of  the  Spirit  has  fallei^  upon  many  portions  of^  our  Zion,  and 
great  multitudes  are  struggling  into  liberty.  Our  fervent  prayer  is  that 
this  great  work  may  continue  to  move  onward  until "  Scriptural  holiness" 
shall  indecid  be  "  spread  over  the  world."  . 

It  has  bee()  our  constant  efibrt  to  prea^ ve  the  simple  institutions  of 
Methodism  in  all  their  integrity.  The  great  itiaerant  system,  so 
efjjdenUy  according  to  the  apostolic  pattern,  and  always  so  effective  an 
instrument  of  spreading  the  gospaj,  constitutes  one  of  ibose  land-marks 
oC  Methodism  which  we  feel  must  not  be  removed.  Though  it  is  a 
i[{rstem  of  labour  and  sacrijke,  it  is  especially  suited  to  such  a  country 
m  iMrs.  It  .carries  the  word  of  life  tp  the  hamlets  and  cottages  q[  the 
poor^  and  kdeps  pace  with  the  maroh  of  emigration  toward  tke  setting 
sua.  And  we  trust  that  neither  the^  burdens  of  thi$  system  nor  a  thirst 
for  novelty  will  bring  in  the  least  innov;ation  upon  the  main  f<^utes  of 
a'fknsowisely  ad^ted  andsodiriii/ely  saiictionedi  : 
.  N^jat  in  iiBp(»|Hih«e  lo  gospel  doo^in^^  and  the  sacar^ments,  we  con* 
aider' gospel  (tiscipline  to  bold  the  highest  rank  in  the  churacteristic^ 
of  a  cbttrch  of  Christ..  That  pascal  superirision  which  keeps  the 
chuich  free  from  ungodliness  and  heresy,  is  an  appointment  of  God.. 
Aiid.we  ean  soaccety  see 'the  benti^fit  of  a  'chutch  organization  unsus- 
tmofid  aad , unprotected  by  the  guards  of  a  godly  di^^ipUna.  In  this 
lAft  ioosl  aaxioasly  dea«te  to  follow  in  the  footsleps  ;of  oui  Others. 
(lib  tbe  great  auisionary  field  w.^.ha;^0  been  tryi^t  ^  do  somethings 
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Though  we  have  passed  throagh  a  season  of  great  pecuniary  embar- 
rassment, and  have  not,  in  every  instance,  seen  that  success  of  our 
labour  which  we  desired,  still  we  hare  been  gready  owned  and  blessed 
of  God  in  this  department  of  labour ;  and  what  is  truly  encouraging, 
we  have,  by  the  great  liberality  of  our  people  and  friends,  finally  suc- 
ceeded in  liquidating  the  debt  which  has  for  several  years  borne  heavUy 
upon  our  missionary  treasury.  Our  society  is  now  unembarrassed,  and 
of  course  ready  to  enlarge  the  missionary  work  and  enter  new  openings. 
We  most  sincerely  congratulate  you  upon  your  success  in  your 
numerous  missions.  The  foreign  missions  of  the  Wesleyan  connec- 
tion are  not  only  hi^y  creditable  to  the  wisdom,  zeal,  and  liberality 
of  British  Methodists,  but  an  ornament  to  the  universal  church.  In 
these  vast  enterprises  we  wish  you  God  speed,  and  though  we  have 
many  whitening  fields  for  missionary  labours  upon  our  own  continent,  we 
hm)e  the  time  is  not  far  flistant  when  we  may  participate  directly  in  the 
efiort3  which  a^e  nOw  employed  for  the  illumination  and  salvation  of 
those  degraded  nations  and  tribes  upon  foreign  shores  who  sit  in 
heathenish  *'  darkness  and  in  the  regions  of  the  shadow  of  death.** 

The  cause  of  education,  we  trust,  is  still  progressing^  Our  colleges 
and  academies  are  increasingly  efficient  and  useful,  and  only  need 
more  ample  endowments  to  furnish  the  best  means  of  the  higher 
branches  of  education.  The  necessary  funds  we  tmst  will  not  long  be 
wanting  to  einable  our  church  to  place  within  the  reach  of  all  classes 
of  our  youth  such  an  education  as  will  qualify  them  not  only  for  the 
various  posts  of  usefulness  in  the  church  to  which  they  may  l>e  called, 
but  to  exert  a  salutary  influence  upon  the  intellectual  and  moral  condi- 
tion of  the  country. 

Finally,  dear  rathers  and  brethren,  we  most  devoutly  pray  that 
the  great  Head  of  the  church  may  *'  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in 
the  knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord," 
and  while  you  hold  on  your  way,  and  wax  stronger  and  stronger,  i;nay 
your  prayers  and  sympathies,  as  ev^r,  reach  to  us  your  bretmren  and 
children  in  the  common  faith. 

Signed,  by  order,  and  in  behalf  of  the  General  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Ejoscopal  Church, 

Joshua  Souls, 
Elijah  Heddino, 
B.  Waugh, 
Thos.  a.  Morris, 

bishops, 
Thoxas  B.  Sarqent,  Secretary . 

NeuhYorh,Uay,lU^, 
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<   D^-^ADIMRESS  OP  TBQB  CANADA  WE8L£YAIf>  METHODIST 
CONFERENCf:. 

I 

f»  the  Bishops  and  Members  of  the  General  Canferenee  rf  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  i 

Rev.  Fathers  and  Brethren, — ^We  beg  to  ptesent  lo  you  our 
most  respectful  and  gratefal  acknowledgments  for  your  affectionate  re- 
ception of  our  repfesentatives,  and  for  your  kind  and  interesting  Ad- 
dress. We  also  thank  you  for  the  appointment  of  a  representatire  to 
visit  us ;  and  while  we  have  lamented  the  inability  of  our  honoured 
father  and  old  friend,  the  venerable  Bishop  Hedding,  to  attend  our  Con- 
ference once  more,  we  have  had  much  pleasure  in  receiving  his  excel- 
lent substitute,  the  llev.  Dr.  Luckey,  by  whose  vafoable  services  and 
interesting  communications  we  have  been  greatly  edified  and  encour- 
aged. Such  an  interchange  of  personal  comibunications  with  you  is 
to  us  most  beneficial  and  delightful,  and  we  earnestly  hope  it  will  be 
perpetuated. 

We  rejoice  to  hear  of  your  wide-spreading  and  unparalleled  prospe- 
rity— of  the  perpetuation  and  extension  of  that  pure  flame  of  religious 
revival  which  has  already  illuminated,  and  warmed,  and  ^cheered,  so 
large  a  portion  of  the  American  continent,  and  which,  more  than  any 
other  event  of  the  present  century,  brings  us  back  to  the  holy  and  revi- 
val age  of  the  primitive  church.  It  afibrds  us  peculiar  pleasure  and 
encouragement  to  Fearri  that  you  are  so  extensively  and  successfully, 
through  the  medium  of  your  literary  institutions,  mingling  science  with 
religion,  and  rendering  the  stores  of  knowledge  tributary  to  the  ri^^her 
^  treasures  of  religion  and  piety. 

You  win,  we  are  persuaded,  rejoice  to  learn,  that  the  Canadian  scion 
of  so  fruitful  and  flourishing  a  stock  has  not  withered,  or,  we  hope,  de- 
generated, but  has  taken  deep  root,  and  is  extending  its  branches  with 
increasing  streugth  and  rapidity  of  growth  over  every  part  of  Upper 
Canada. 

Notwithstanding  the  pressure  ef  the  times,  and  the  difliculties  to 
which  our  peculiar  situation  has  subjected  us,  we  rejoice  to  be  able  to 
say,  that  our  increase  of  members,  during  the  last  two  years,  has  been 
upward  of  six  thousand,^  a  larger  accession  by  nearly  one  half  dian  had 
ever  taken  place  in  our  church  in  Upper  Canada — ^that  there  has  been 
a  propoitionate  increase  in  our  missionary  and  other  connectional  funds 
— that  we  have  been  able  to  pay  our  venerable  superannuated  preach- 
ers their  full  salaries,  and  have  had  a  surplus  each  year — ^that,  durmg 
the  same  period,  we  have  got  our  literary  institution  incorporated  as  a 
college,  with  the  privileges  of  a  university,  and  aided  by  an  annual 
^ant  from  the  government  of  two  thousand  dollars  per  annum: — ^that  it 
18  now  in  successful  operation,  and  is  likely  to  prove  a  most  potent 
agency  in  improving  the  qualifications  of  our  ministry,  and  in  promot- 
ing the  educational  interests  of  our  country.^  To  the  Giver  of  all  good 
be  the  praise  for  this  varied  and  unprecedented  success  in  the  several 
departments  of  our  work  I 


We  look  back  to  the  period  of  our  fermer  filial  connectioQ  with  yon 
with  filial  feelings  oi  affection  and  gratitude.  To  the  self-sacrifice  and 
deTOtipn  of  the  labourers  whom  7011  first  sent  into  this  countiy,  and  to 
your  counsels,  are  we  indebted  beyond  measure  or  expression ;  and  it 
j»  our  earnest  prayer  and  aim  that  an  apostolic  succession  of  the  spirit 
of  our  fathers  and  predecessors  may  be  perpetuated  among  us  for  all 
generations. 

Though  our  peculiar  civil  relations  have  rendered  our  c(mnecttonai 
cqperations  less  intimately  blended  with  yours  than  formerly,  we  are 
atiU  one  with  you  in  doctrine,  discipline,  and  spirit ;  and  our  fervent 
wish  and  prayer  is,  that  the  bonds  which  continue  to  bind  us  into  one 
may  never  be  severed  or  weakened. 

We  have  appointed,  as  our  representatives  to  you,  our  honoured 
brethren,  the  Reverends  John  Ryerson,  Anson  Green,  and  EgertOoi 
Ryersoc,  whom  we  commend  to  your  kind  attentions,  and  to  whom  we 
refer  you  for  a  more  particular  account  of  our  affairs. 

That  your  unity,  happiness,  and  prosperity,  may  continue  to  abound 
more  and  more,  is  the  daily  and  earnest  praypr  of  yoior  Canadian  bre- 
thr^a  and  children  in  the  church  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ ! 

Signed  by  order,  and  on  behalf  of  the  Conference  of  "  the  Wesleyaa 
Methodist  Church  in  Canada." 

Alexander  Mac  Nab,  Seeretary. 

HamiUonj  Gore  Distnet,  Jtme  23,  1843. 


E^ADDRESS  OF  THE  GENERAL  CONFERENCE  OF  THE  M.JS,  CHURCH 
TO  THE  CANADA  W.  M.  CONFERENCE. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Conference  of  the  "  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church 

in  Canada:^ 

Reverend  and  Dear  Brethren,— We  gladly  embrace  this  fa- 
vourable opportunity  of  expressing  the  high  satisfaction  which  the. 
presence  of  your  representatives  and  your  jHratemal  letter  hare  afford- 
ed usr.  We  greatly  rejoice  in  these  continued  evidences  that  our 
union  is  not  merely  "  in  word  and  in  tongue,  but  in  deed  and  in  tnith." 
We  beg  to  assure  you  that  nothing  shall  be  wanting  upon  our  part  to 
make  it  perpetual. 

We  cannot  withhold  from  you  our  regret  that  we  have  been  de- 
prived of  the  presence  of  one  of  your  worthy  representatives.  Rev.  E. 
Ryerson,  President  of  Victoria  College,  but  we  congratulate  you  upon 
the  ability  with  which  you  have  been  represented  by  our  highly- 
esteemed  brethren,  Rev.  John  Ryerson,  President,  and  Rev.  Anson 
Green,  Ex-President  of  your  Conference.  It  is  our  devdut  prayer 
^at  you,  and  our  common  Methodism,  may  long  be  favoured  with  the 
evangelical  labours  of  these,  able  and  faithful  ministers. ' 

We  join  with  you  in  gratitude  to  Almighty  (iod  for  the  growilig 


frosfMrity  of  your  branch  of  cmr  Moved  Zion,  nd  wi^  lunre  die  mmost 
;  (wnfidence  that  so  long  as  we  adhe?«  to  the  great  distinguifthittg'doc' 
jtiUAes  of  our  rer^ed  founder  and  early  iathera,  in  fmth  aaai  in  pnt" 
lm^  making  bolinees  in  heart  and  in  Ufa  the  grind  emfral  idem  oS  onr 
^yatem,  the  Lord  wall  continue  W  honour  ua  aa  the  inqtcumenta  of  aai- 
▼ation  to  a  loat  and  periahipg  world. 

Your  zeal  and  liberality  in  the  cause  of  missions,  in  the  support  of 
tjie  jpiniatry,  and  in  th^  pauae  of  edo<iation,  aire  above  all  praiae.  May 
4he  Lord  reward  you  "  a  hundred  fold  in  thia  life,"  and  '^  in  the  woiil 
,tQ  come"  give  you  "life  eyedasting."  When  our  church  ceases  io 
jcare  for  ihn  souk  of  the  heathan  and  the  destitute,  and  confines  its 
efforts  to  the  wants  of  home  alone ;  in  a  word,  when  it  ceases  to  cairy 
9lit  in  practice  the  motto  of  our  great  founder,  "  The  woild  is  my  pa* 
rish,"  it  will  ceaae  to  be  Methodism.  Its  **  glory"  will  have  "  departed  " 
and  the  worid  must  mourn  the  extinction  (tf  one  of  the  greatest  minral 
lights  with  which  it  has  ever  been  illuminaAed.  We  trust  no  branch 
of  our  beloved  church  will  ever  be  tlms  recreant  to  the  high  and  holy 
responsibilities  devolved  upon  her  by  an  unerring  Providence.  No, 
dear  brethren,  let  us  ever  respond  promptly  to  the  Macedonian  cry, 
.  by  <Hff  prayers,  our  money,  and  our  men,  whether  it  icome  ixosa  the 
east,  west,  north,  or  south;  let  us  e^en  "go  out"  uninvited  "into 
tlu»  highways  and  hedges"  in  search  of  souls,  and  "  die  blessing  of 
them  that  are  ready  to  perish"  shall  "  come  upon  us." 

The  efficiency  of  your  finfincial  scheme  ^  .qertainly  ma|tor  cpf  great 
congratulation.  Though  in  this  particular  we  may  not  rival  you,  be 
assured  we  shall  not  rejoice  the  less  that  you  are  able  to  do  justice  to 
those  venerable  men  who  have  worn  out  their  lives  and  spent  their 
substance  in  devoted  service  to  the  church  of  God. 

We  need  not  remind  you  that  our  enemies  have  long  desired  to  fix 
upon  a  church,  the  purity,  spirituality,  and  usefulness  of  which  they 
could  not  impeach,  the  disgrace  of  ignorance !  It  is  true  we  had  our 
vindication  in  the  sound  and  expansive  learning  of  our  venerable  Wea* 
ley  and  of  the  distinguished  apostles  of  Methodism;  and  not  less, 
perhaps,  in  the  marked  intelligence  and  srbund  common  sense  of  the 
fflreat  body  <>f  ^^  ministry  and  membership.  But  we  cannot  deny 
&at  in  some  periods  of  our  history  we  have  been  too  negligent  of  the 
n^ons  and  appliances  of  education  among  our  people.  We  rejoice  to 
,believe  that  this  humiliating  evil  is  fast  being  remedied,  hpth  9.i;nong 
US  and  you,  and  we  look  forward  with  pleasing  prospects  to  the  time, 
as  not  far  distant,  (if  indeed  it  has  not  already  arrived,)  when  the  facili- 
ties for  acquiring  sound,  practical,  and  sanctified  learning,  shall  be 
fully  equal  in  the  Methodist  Church  to  those  of  any  other  Christian 
denomination.  We  are  gratified  to  leam  that  you  are  tali^ing^  an  hon- 
ourable rank  in  this  great  department  of  philanthropic  a;nd  t:hriaU«Q 
enterprise. 

Ypur  free  access  to  our  periodicals  will  make  it  unnecessary  for  us 
to  refer  to  the  statistics  of  our  church  in  any  of  its  great  departments 
.q(  labour.  Our  greatest  concern  is  that  our  growth  m  ^ace  may  keq> 
pace  with  our  rapid  advancement  in  numb^»,  intelUgence,  a^d  i^- 
*59. 


Ob  JSpmgdi&a  itJiMMm.  tilt 

DavoBdy  pnyiiig  for  fom  eontimMi  pNMpetfitv  in  til  die  ^emeiMil 
«f  an  erangalied  Ghiistiaa  cbauttuiiiim,  we  tfe,  deet  bretlkven, 
ReipecUidiy  and  atfeetioAaCely, 

JoSHtJA  SotTLtf, 
Elijah  HeddinOi 
B.  Watoh, 

THOMAe  A/MoRElll. 

Thomab  B.  Sarosnt,  SeirBtaey. 
JVMhYei^  Ifof  28^  1844. 


F.-^ADPR£BS  OF  THE  GEa^BBAL  GONFBOENCB  TO  THE  VYAHHiJSUL 
QAh  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Dogates  of  the  M.  E,  Church  to  the  Bishops  and  Memhers  rf  the 
Evangelical  Association, 

Deae  Bexthrbn,— ^By  the  official  eztnct  ffom  the  Jonrnale  of  the 
General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chnrch  of  1840',  and 
the  certificate  of  one  ef  the  Secretaries,  herewiUi  presented,  you  will 
perceive  that  we  have  been  duly  appointed  delegates  to  your  General 
Conference.  Our  first  duty  is  to  present  to  your  body  '<  the  Christian 
salutations  and  sincere  friendship"  of  Uie  General  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  representing  the  OMristry  and  me«ibei> 
ship,  of  our  whole  communion.  Please  accept  the  eiqpressiott  of  their 
regards,  not  merdy  as  a  form  of  words,  but  as  coming  from  1^  heart>«^ 
l3ie  offering  of  the  soul  excited  by  the  sacred  influencee  of  friendship 
and  religion. 

You  will  tilow  us  to  expran  the  hope,  that  it  is  but  the  commence* 
ment  of  a  long-continued  intercourse  between  the  two  connections, 
which  shall  be  increasingly  blessed  in  securing  the  mutual  edificatioh' 
and  comfort  of  both,  as  well  as  other  important  advantages.  We  are 
convinced  that  a  permaiiently-«e8tablished  friendebip  between  the  Evan- 
gelical Assoctadon  and  the  Methodist  E^scopal  Chiorch  would  bring' 
to  bear  a  much  greater  force  against  the  common  enemies  of  our  holy 
Christianity,  aaad  tbnd  most  effectually  to  promote  the  cause  of  pun^ 
and  undefiled  religion  in  the  world. 

There  are  numerous  and  strong  veaeons.  In  the  opinion  of  many 
ami^ng  us,  why  this  friendly  intercourse  should  be  cultivated  and  con- 
stantly ki^  up  between  the  two  chnrches,  and  why  we  sh<»uld  com- 
bine our  influence  in  some  way  *^to  pull  down  the  strong  holds  of  the 
devil."  The  spiiit  of  the  i^  seems  to  demand  a  friendly  ed-operatlo^ 
of  aU  evangelical  denotninBtions  in  refonxdng  the  world.  The  tefdr-^ 
mation  of  the  Gorman  emigrants  is  a  ^eat  and  difficult  work,  KtA  re^ 
quirea  aU  the  skill  and  strength  that  can  be  united,  under  God,  for  its' 
Bccmnplishment*  This  work  meets  with  much  opposition  frbtt  varioihr 
quarters.  The  whole!  conebntrated  influence  of  Popery,  skfHuily  ifrnn* 
aged,  is  against  it.  The  rationalists  and  the  nominal  professors  among 
tbe  Germans  aie  agreed  to  oppose  it.    We  are  exactly  ikat  same  in 


docuaAe,  «id  very  neaily  tiie  tfuM  in  cfa^Mk  govManmit,  fliiKipQBe, 
and  usages ;.  so  that  in  many  places  the  Evangelical  Assodatioa  were 
for  a  long  time  denominated  bj  the  people  "^  The  Oennan  Methodists.'' 
We  have  |Hreoisely  the  same  enemies  of  faith  and  practice  to  conteikd 
with.  We  believe  we  have  the  same  objects  in  view — ^that  is  to  Baj» 
the  glory  of  God  and  the  salvation  of  souls.  We  therefore  extend  to 
you  the  band  of  fellowship,  and  ask  you  to  unite  your  strength  with 
ours,  in  some  way  that  may  be  agreed  upon,  to  advance  the  great 
cause  o(  our  Redeemer. 

However  desirable  it  may  be  that  all  the  GemiaQS  who  are  Met^ 
dists  in  doctrine,  experience,  discipline,  and  usage,  should  be  embraced 
in  the  same  organization,  and  bear  the  same  insignia,  there  may  now 
exist  too  many  obstacles  to  our  union  in  name ;  but  we  can  see  no 
good  reason  why  we  may  not  be  united  in  deed  and  in  truth,  so  as  to 
strengthen  each  other's  hands  in  the  great  work  of  doing  good  in  the 
world. 

Ist.  By  a  publicly-acknowledged  friendly  relation,  somewhat  simi- 
lar to  that  which  in  many  places  exists  between  the  Lutherans  and  the 
German  Reformed  bodies,  and  which  led  to  the  joint  publication  of  a 
hymn-book.  Such  an  arrangement  might  be  productive  of  much  good. 
It  might  prevent  our  crossing  each  otb^r  injuriously  and  nnBecesMuily 
in  our  respective  fields  of  labour. 

2d.  By  publishing  jointly  larger  standard  works  of  our  common 
Methodist  Geology,  such  as  We^ey's  Sermons,  a  body  of  systematic 
divinity,  and  a  commentary  on  the  Holy  Scriptures.  We  are  well 
persuaded  that  an  arrangement  could  be  made  by  which  we  could 
mutually  help  each  other  in  the  publication  of  books  very  efficiently, 
without  the  smallest  detriment  to  either  party.  Providence  has  raised 
up  among  us  some  individuals  who  would  be  of  great  service  in  the^ 
execution  of  the  necessary  literary  labours ;  but  we  could  not  publish 
such  large  worksi  alone  for  some  time  to  come,  because  the  number 
of  our  German  merahership  is  so  small,  and,  consequently,  our  patron- 
age so  limited. 

For  the  last  eight  years  the  attention  of  die  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  has  been  turned,  with  much  solicitude  and  most  intense  in<» 
terest,  toward  the  German  emigrants  who  are  making  large  accessions 
to  the  population  of  our  country.  This  field  is  already  white  unto 
the  harvest,  and  one  important  object  of  our  mission  to  your  venerable 
body  is  to  engage  your  help,  or  ask  for  permission  to  help  you  in  cul- 
tivating this  interesting  field  of  missionary  labour.  Our  church  has 
entered  into  this  work,  we  believe,  under  the  call  and  sanction  of  God 
himself— having  been  led  on  by  the.  most  distinctly-marked  openings 
of  Providence,  and  the  force  of  circumstances.  The  signal  success 
which  has  attended  our  labours  fully  justifies  the  belief  that  the  hand 
of  God  is  in  the  work,  and  that  his  blessing  is  .upon  us.  Since  the 
fall  of  1838  our  membership  has  increased  horn  twenty-four  to  about 
2000,  raised  from  among  the  Gen&an  emigrants.  We  have  twenty-four 
ministers  and  preachers  actively  engaged  in  this  department  of  the 
wx)rk.    We  have  built  fourteen  houses  of  worship. 

Multitudes  of  preeious  spids  assemUe- statedly  and  worship  God  a 


accorianee  widiour  modo,  and  proaeat  to  Itini  Aeir  pnjeiV'aad  prafaM^ 
in  the  Gearmaii  language.  Many  of  these  were  Romaniata,  w1k>  onese 
bartered  with  Popiah  priesta  for  the  pardon  of  ain ;  but  now,  "  beiaf 
justified  by  faith,  they  have  peace  with  Ood  through  our  jjord  Jesua 
Christ,"  and  jejoice  in  hope  of  eternal  glory.  And  all  thia  haa  bees 
accoinj[dished  in  the  short  space  of  eight  years.  *<  Thia  is  ^he  Lord'» 
doinga,  and  it  i$  marvellous  in  our  eyes." 

We  have  a  few  societies  east  of  the  mountaina;  but  our  prineipal. 
success  has  been  in  the  western  country.    Indeed,  it  is  ia  the  w^it 
that  the  Grerman  emigrants  are  found  in  the  greateat  numbers.    A 
correct  estimate  of  their  number  cannot  be  made.    It  is  auppoaed,.^ 
liowever,  that  about  three  millions  are  now  in  ow  country,  and  ihew$ " 
numbers  are  annually  augmented  by  increasing  emigration.     Whole 
communities  are  looking  toward  the  United  States  from  the  iather- 
land,  and  are  preparing  for  a  settlement  in  the  groat  western  valley. 
If  the  emigration  continues  for  many  years  at  the  same  rate^  the  Ger* 
.mans  will  form  a  large  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  west. 

The  extent  of  this  missionary  field  is  well  known  to  you,  dear  breth* 
ren,  and  we  hope  our  labours  in.it  meet  your  cordial  approval  and  beat 
wishes.  There  are  many  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  religioua  eul« 
ture  and  improvement  of  these  people.  We  will  name  a  few.  They, 
witli  few  exceptions,  have  no*distinct  view  of  the  gospel  as  a  system 
of  salvation  by  faith,  and  relying  on  the  efficacy  of  the  sacramenta, 
appear  almost  entirely  satisfied  with  the  outward  forms  of  religion. 
The  great  majority  of  the  German  emigrants  are  not  only  ignorant  ol 
experimental  godliness,  but  have  many  positive  errors  existing  among 
them.  Eationalism,  and  other  forms  of  infidelity,  prevail  to  an  alarnh*- 
ing  extent.  The  ministry  they  have  brought  with  them  to  thia  coua* 
try  is  as  a  whole  scarcely  worthy  of  the  name^  for  the  ms^ity  of 
those  who  sustain  the  sacred  office  throw  the  whole  weight  of  ihevt 
influence  in  opposition  to  evangelical  truth  and  vital  piety,  producing 
a  vast  amount  of  prejudice,  which  it  is  difficult  to  overcome.  Add  to 
this,  a  large  proportion  of  them  are  under  the  dominion  of  Popery. 
But  notwiUistanding  the  many,  obstacles  in  the  way,  there  are  many 
things  to  encourage  us  in  this  work.  The  great  mass  of  mind  found 
in  the  German  emigrants  is  rather  in  a  state  of  tranaition,  ready  ton 
assume  any  shape  that  may  be  given  to  it,  or  to  receive  the  likeness 
of  anything  that  may  be  impressed  upon  it.  The  present  period  is  a 
favourable  crisis  in  which  to  l»ring  the  pure  gospel  system  to  bear 
upon  it,  that  it  may  be  transformed  into  the  image  of  Christ,  and  "  h0 
changed  from  glory  to  glory  as  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord."  This  far 
Tourable  state  in  them  will  soon  pass  away.  The  pope  is  midcing 
every  exertion  in  his  power  to  canry  out  his  plans,  so  as  to  secure  the- 
whole  field  for  himself.  Efforts  are  now  making  to  consolidate  and 
organize  the  German  emigration  within  itself.  For  this  purpose^  their 
periodical  press,  and  indeed  all  the  literature  they  are  producing  in 
this  their  adopted  country,  is  brought  to  exert  its  influence.  How^ 
important,  then,  diat  exertions  be  immediately  made  to  counteract  the 
pernicious  influences  that  are  at  work  among,  them,, by  supplying  them 
in  their  own  language  with  publications  of  an.  opposite  cfaarao^r,  and* 
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iSKtmtf  and  Tdry  noaily  the  ^Jmm  in  chifok  gove  ^^ 

and  usages ;  so  diat  in  many  pUeea  the  Eyangelical 
for  a  long  time  denominated  by  ^  people  "  The  Oer  ^^  ^ 

We  hare  [Hreoisely  the  same  enemies  of  faith  and  pra  ^^ 

with.    We  bdieve  we  have  the  same  objects  in  view-  ^ 

the  gloiy  of  God  and  the  salvation  of  souls.    We  ther^  y^- 

you  the  hand  of  fellowship,  and  ask  you  to  unite  your 
ours,  in  some  way  that  may  be  agreed  upon,  to  adrai. 
cause  of  our  Redeemer. 

However  desirable  it  may  be  that  all  the  Gennans  whc  * 

dists  in  doctrine,  experience,  discipline,  and  usage,  should  b  ^ 

in  the  same  organization,  and  bear-  the  same  insignia,  there 
exist  too  many  obstacles  to  our  union  in  name ;  but  we  a 
good  reason  why  we  may  not  be  united  in  deed  and  in  truth, 
strengthen  each  other's  hands  in  the  great  work  of  doing  goc 
•urorld. 

1st.  By  a  publicly-acknowledged  friendly  relation,  somewh. 
lar  to  that  which  in  many  places  exists  between  the  Lutherans  t 
German  Reformed  bodies,  and  which  led  to  the  joint  pufolicatioi 
hymn*book.    Such  an  arrangement  might  be  productive  of  much 
It  might  prevent  our  crossing  each  other  injuriously  and  unnecess 
in  our  respective  fields  of  labour. 

2d.  By  publishing  jointly  larger  standard  works  of  our  comi. 
Methodist  theology,  such  as  We^ey's  Sermons,  a  body  of  systems 
divixiity,  and  a  commentary  on  the  Holy  Scriptures.    We  are  wi 
persuaded  that  an  arrangement  could  be  made  by  which  we  epul 
mutually  help  each  other  in  the  publication  of  books  very  efiiciendy. 
without  the  smallest  detriment  to  either  party.    Providence  has  raised 
up  among  us  some  individuals  who  would  be  of  great  service  in  the^ 
execution  of  the  necessary  literary  labours;  but  we  could  not  pabMsh 
such  large  works;  alone  for  some  time  to  come,  because  the  number 
of  our  German  membership  is  so  small,  and,  consequently,  our  patron- 
age so  limited. 

For  the  last  eight  years  the  attention  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  has  been  ttumed,  with  much  solicitude  and  most  intense  in<^ 
terest,  toward  the  German  emigrants  who  are  making  large  accessions 
to  the  population  of  our  country.  This  field  is  already  white  unto 
the  harvest,  and  one  important  object  of  our  mission  to  your  venerable 
body  is  to  engage  your  help,  or  ask  lor  permission  to  help  you  in  cul- 
tivating this  interesting  field  of  missionary  labour.  Our  church  has 
entered  into  this  work,  we  believe,  under  the  call  and  sanction  of  God 
lumself — ^having  been  led  on  by  the^most  distinctly-marked  openings 
of  Providence^  and  the  force  of  cii«umstances.  The  signal  success 
which  has  attended  our  labours  fully  justifies  the  belief  that  the  hand 
of  God  is  in  the  work,  and  thai  his  Messing  is  .upon  us.  Since  the 
fall  of  1838  our  membership  has  increased  jBxnn  twenty-four  to  about 
2000,  raised  from  among  the  German  emigrants.  We  have  twenty-four 
nunisters  and  preachers  actively  engaged  in  this  department  oi  the 
wprk.  We  have  built  fourteen  ihouses  of  worship. 
'Multitudes  of  preeious  aoids  aspeaUe  statedly  and  worship  God  in 
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wtdi  s  Htorftttire  fhat  wiD  gitB  tlt^ni  ihe  prop6T  dirodtfon.  Tmf  can 
tXL  read,  and  aire  fond  of  books,  and  are  sure  to  be  more  or  leas  in- 
tiveiiced  br  what  they  do  read.  We  liaye  therefore  fixed  upon  the 
power  of  the  press,  as  the  best  means  of  mfluencxng  them  for  good. 
We  are  eneonraged  from  the  German  character  itself  to  hope  for  sac- 
eess.  There  is  certainly  a  marked  difference  in  the  people  of  differ- 
ent nations,  and  we  must  admit  that  the  natural  character  of  the  people 
of  one  natiop  is  more  favourable  to  cfertain  ends  than  that  of  otbers. 
The  OernAm  mind  seems  to  be  so  constituted  as  to  develop  a  strong^ 
predispoeitioii  to  reli^on  of  some  kind.  This  is  manifest  in  aH  their 
Ustory,  and  their  very  errors  give  evidence  of  the  same  inclination. 
The  character  of  a  German  is  not  to  be  determined  by  his  outward 
Appearance ;  that  in  some  respects  may  not  be  the  most  promising,  yet 
beneath  the  coarse  exterior  may  be  found  an  intellect  of  the  most  ex- 
traordmary  strength,  capable  of  poducing  thoughts  and  feelings  of  the 
highest  order.  Crermans  are  naturally  serious  and  ardent  in  their 
constitutional  make,  and  whenever  set  right  in  principle  and  practice^ 
they  generally  adhere  thereto.  How  different  are  they  from  the  emi- 
grants we  receive  from  some  other  countries  ?  Twenty  German  Ro- 
manists will  embrace  Protestantism  sooner  than  one  from  Ireland,  and 
the  success  of  the  immortal  Luther,  und^r  God,  we  believe,  is  attribu- 
table in  a  good  degree  to  the  character  of  the  people  to  whom  the 
doctrines  of  the  Reformation  were  first  preached. 

We  mast  add,  that  we  ure  mnch  encouraged  from  the  consideration 
that  a  large  portion  of  the  Grerman  emigrants  are  yow^  men.  Many 
(rf  them  are  thoroughly  educated,  and  more  or  less  promising.  Seve- 
ral of  these  young  men  have  been  converted  through  our  instrumen- 
taftity,  and  are  now  able  ministers  of  the  gospel,  and  promise  to  be 
eminently  usefbl  in  winning  souls  to  Christ.  Judging  of  the  future 
ftom  the  past,  we  hope  to  see  hundreds  of  these  young  emigrants  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  the  work  of  the  ministry,  that  the  pure  word  of 
gospel  troth  may  finally  be  conveyed  to  the  whole  German  peculation 
of  our  country. 

Now,  dear  brethren,  in  accordance  with  the  important  trust  com- 
liiitted  to  us,  as  delegates  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  we  have  laid  before  you  the  great  enterprise  in 
#hieh  we  are  engaged.  We  have  frankly  stated  some  of  the  obsta- 
otes  which  appear  in  our  way,  as  well  as  some  encouraging  aspects 
of  the  subject,  which  inspire  us  with  the  hope  of  snccess  through  the 
divine  aid.  We  now  submit  the  whole  matter  of  our  communication 
to  your  consideration.  We  hope  it  will  receive  your  deliberate  at- 
tention J  and  whatever  may  be  the  result  of  your  examinations,  we 
respectfully  request  that  you  furnish  an  answer  in  writing,  that  we 
may  lay  it  before  our  General  Conference,  which  will  assemble  at 
New-York  rfty  in  May  next. 

•  We  pray  that  the  great  Head  of  the  church  may  be  present  at  your 
Oenend  Conference ;  and  that  his  Spirit  may  direct  you  in  all  your 
detiberatidns,  so  that  all  your  decisions  may  meet  with  his  approba- 
tion, and  be  crowned  with  his  blessing.  And  may  you>  and  all  the 
pidople  of  your  church,  be  conducted  in  safety  through  the  labours  and 


Evmg$Ueal  Assaeiaitwn  Uyike  General  Canfermice.  IBi 

jKyrrOfWS  of  the  present  life,  and  fbally  be  admitted,  witli  iSL  the  faitb- 
fy  of  emrjr  name,  to  inherit  eternal  Life  in  heaven,  through  our  Lord 
and  Savfonr  Jeans  Christ.  We  remain  yotirs,  with  sincere  affection 
and  esteem,  Johk  P'.  WRtOHT, 

W».  Nast, 

K.    CALLXNDfiR. 

€HnemnaH,  Oei.  13,  1M3.  • 


GU-ADDRfiSB.  OF  THB  BTAKGELICAL  ASSOCIATION  TO  THE  GEN. 
ERAL  CONFERENCE. 

To  Rev.  /.  F.  Wrightj  Wm.  Nast\  and  N.  CaUender,  delegates  from  the 
M,  E,  Church  to  the  General  Conference  of  the  Evangelical  Association* 

Dear  Brethren, — ^In  compliance  with  your  request,  expressed  in 
your  address,  we  reply  the  following : — 

Your  friendly  salutation  and  expression  of  esteem  toward  us  were 
received  with  respect,  and  a  sense  of  obligation  toward  you»  with  the 
sincere  desire  that  you  might  not  be  disappointed  in  3wur  eXpoctalioiiSy 
that  this  will  be  only  the  beginning  of  a  cominued  friendly  relation 
between  your  church  and  ours.  We  agree  fully  with  you,  that  there 
are  strong  reasons  why  weshoold  endeavour  to  unite  our  iHUtnal  in- 
fluence as  far  as  practicahle,  in  order  to  contend  against  the  enemies 
of  the  cross,  and  for  the  promotion  of  the  temporal  and  eternal  welfare 
of  the  Germans  of  this  country. 

Although  we  do  not  bear  one  and  the  same  name,  Aor  stand  in  the 
same  church  fellowship,  yet  it  will  afford  us  pleasure  to  enter  into 
such  a  friendly  relation  to  you,  that,  without  hindering  or  hurting  eac^ 
4ther,  we  can  fulfil  in  union  our  important  calling,  and  carry  out  the 
great  work  which  is  enjoined  upon  us. 

But,  in  order  to  accomplish  this  end,  it  will  be  necessary  that  we 
Qse  the  greatest  caution  to  act  in  unison  in  the  administration  of  dis*' 
cipliae,  and  reproving  all  that  is  sinful.  We  believe  especiaUy  that  It 
will  be  necessary  for  us  to  be  cautious,  not  to  take  ihe  advantage  of 
each  other  if  our  labours  meet  at  one  place ;  and  that  neither  of  tiie 
two  denominations  should  receive  persons  who  were  expelled  firom 
the  other  denomination  on  account  of  immoral  conduct,  except  stieh: 
persons  have  first  made  peace  with  their  brethren,  and  obtained  a  cer** 
tificate  of  their  reconciliation. 

We  doubt  whether  it  would  be  for  our  good  if  we  shouM  enteir  into 
such  a  relation  as  the  Lutherans  and  German  Refi^med  bodies  bear  iti 
each  other,  in  building  jointly  meeting-houses,  and  publisting  a  hyihn- 
book.  A  union  for  t^  publication  of  useful  books  in  the  German  Ian- 
gnage  would  be  very  desirable ;  but,  inasmuch  as  our  Boc^  Ooncemi^ 
are  so  distant  firom  each  other,  we  cannot  see  how  such  a  thing  oouKl 
be  realized,  except  in  so  far  tkat  we  agree  to  have  booki  from  each 
other  on  commission. 

We  are  willing  to  get  any  kind  of  good  German  books  which  we 
do  not  possess  from  you,  on  reasonaUe  terms,  as  much  as  we  osn  use. 

We  are  rejoiced  at  the  success  of  your  work  among  the  Germans; 
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aad  wuh  you  the  Uessiiig  of  God  opm  your  labeiir  m  Aitnre.  li  shiA 
alfft)  ^ve  us  pleasure  if  we  can  iq  future  contribute  to  the  welfare  of 
our  German  brethren,  by  co-operating,  with  you,  under  the  blessing  of 
God,  in  Christian  fellowship. 

Our  earnest  prayer  is,  that  the  great  Giver  of  all  good  gifts  may  fill 
us  all  with  his  Spiril,  sanctify^  and  lead  us  into  all  truth,  and  finally 
admit  us,  with  all  the  elect,  into  his  heavenly  kingdom,  for  the  sake 
of  his  Son,  Jesus  Christ.    Amen. 
Respectfully  your  brethren, 


Absalom  B.  Schafen,  Secretary, 
Sumnit  co.,  O.,  Oct.  25,  1843. 
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SunrnU  co.y  a,  Oct.  25,  1843.  /^        y    ^    . 
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H.--THE  PROTEST,  *         "\ 

Preieat  of  the  Minority  of  the  General  Conference  against  the  Actum  of    \ 
that  Body  in  the  Case  of  Bishop  Andrew.  \ 

In  behalf  of  thirteen  Annual  Conferences  of  the  Methodist  Episeo-  i 
pal  Church,  and  portions  of  the  ministry  and  membership  of  several  | 
other  Conferences,  embracing  nearly  five  thousand  ministers,  travel- 
ling and  local,  and  a  membership  of  nearly  five  hundred  thousand,  con- 
stitutionally  represented  in  this  General  Conference,  we  the  under- 
signedy  a  minority  of  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences 
in  General  Conference  assembled,  after  mature  reflection,  impelled 
by  convictions  we  cannot  resist,  and  in  conformity  with  the  rights  and 
usages  of  minorities,  in  the  instance  of  deliberative  assemblies  and 
judici^  tribunals,  in  similar  circumstances  of  division  and  disagree- 
ment, Do  most  solemnly^  and  in  dueform^  protest  against  the  recent  act 
ifi  a  majority  of  this  General  Conference,  in  an  attempt,  as  understood 
by  the  minority,  to  degrade  and  punish  the  Rev.  James  O.  Andrew, 
one  of  the  Bishops  o£  the.  M.  £.  Church,  by  declaring  it  to  be  the 
sense  or  judgment  of  the  General  Conference  that  he  desist  from  the 
exercise  of  his  episcopal  functions,  without  the  exhibition  of  any 
alleged  ofience  against  the  laws  or  discipline  of  the  church,  without 
form  of  trial,  or  legal  conviction  of  any  kind,  and  in  the^  absence  of 
any  charge  oi  want  of  qualification  or  raithfulness  in  the  performance 
of  the  duties  pertaining  to  his  office. 

We  protest  against  the  act  of  the  inajority  in  the  case  of  Bishop 
Andrew,  as  extra-judicial  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  being  both  with- 
OHt  law,  and  contrary  to  law.  We  protest  against  the  act,  because. we 
recogmze  in  this  General  Conference  no  right,  power,  or  authority, 
oiinistehal,  judicial,  or  administrative,  to  suspend  or  depose  a  Bishop 
of  the  M.  £.  Church,  or  otherwise  subject  him  to  aoy  offidal  disability 
wbatevery  without  the  formal  presentation  of  a  charge  or  charges, 
alleging  that  the  Bishqp  to  be  dealt  with  has  been  guilty  of  the  vio- 
lation of  some,  law,  or  at  leftat  some  diactj^ary  obligation  of  'Ae 
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chmrck;  and  abb  upon  cowietioii  of  sach  ofattgdi  after  due  fonii  «f 

tnal.  We  protest  agaiost  the  act  in  question  aa  a  Tioktion  of  the  fuH 
damental  law»  usualiy  known  ae  the^  comDromiee  law  of  the  ohwchy 
on  the  8i:d>iect  of  alavenr — the  only  law  which  caa  be  brought  to  bear 
upon  the  case  of  Bishop  Andrew,  and  the  assertion  and  mainimif noe 
of  which,  until  it  is  constitutionally  rsToked,  is  goarantied  by  the 
honour  and  good  faith  of  this  body,  as  the  representative  assembly  of 
the  thirty-three  Annual  Conferences  knowit  as  contracting  parties  in 
the  premises. 

And  we  protest  against  the  act  farther^  as  an  attempt  to  etftablish  • 
dangerous  precedent,  subversive  of  the  union  and  staMity  of  the  Me- 
tho£st  Episcc^  Church,  and  especially  as  placing  in  jeopardy  ib^ 
general  superintendency  of  the  church,  by  subjecting  any  Bishop  of 
Uie  church  at  any  time  to  the  wUl  and  caprice  of  a  majority  of  tho 
General  Conference,  not  only  without  law,  but  in  defiance  of  the  re*^ 
straints  and  provisions  of  law.  The  undersigned,  a  minority  of  the 
Greneral  Conference,  in  protesting^  as  they  do,  against  the  late  act  of 
the  majority,  in  the  virtual  suspension  of  Bishop  Andrew,  regard  it  8» 
due  to  themselves  and  those  they  represent,  as  well  as  ihe  characleir 
and  interests  of  the  church  at  large,  to  declare,  by  solemn  and  formal* 
avowal,  that  after  a  careful  examination  of  the  entire  subject,  in  all  its 
relations  atid  bearings,  they  protest  as  above,  for  the  reasons  and  upon, 
the  gfounds  following,  viz. : — Ist.  The  proceeding  against  Bidiop  A.> 
in  this  General  Conference  has  been  upon  the  assumption  that  he  is 
connected  with  slavery — that  he  is  the  legal  holder  and  owner  of 
slave  property.  On  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  both  as  it  regards  the  ministry  and  membership,  we  have  spe^ 
cial  law,  upon  which  the  adjudication  of  all  questions  of  slavery  mnst» 
by  intention  of  law,  proceed.  The  case  of  Bishop  Andrew,  ther^re» 
presents  a  simple  question  of  law  and  lact,  and  tiie  undersigned  can* 
not  consent  that  the  force  of  circumstances,  and  other  merely  extriiM- 
sic  considerations,  shall  be  allowed  to  lead  to  any  issue,  except  that 
indicated  by  the  law  and  the  facts  in  tiie  case.  In  the  late  act  of  tbo 
majority,  law,  express  law,  is  appealed  from,  and  expediency  in  view- 
of  circumstances — relative  propriety — ^assumed  necessity,  is  substi* 
tuted  in  its  p^ce  as  a  rule  of  judgment.  It  is  assumed,  and  the  as* 
sumption  acted  upon,  that  expediency  may  have  jurisdiction  even  in 
the  presence  of  law — the  law,  too,  being  special,  and  covering  the- 
case  in  terms.  Ip  the  absence  of  law,  it  might  be  competent  for  tho^ 
General  Conference  to  act  upon  other  groimds ;  this  is  not  disputed, 
nor  yet  that  it  would  have  been  competent  for  the  Conference  tor 
proceed  upon  the  forms  of  law — but  that  the  terms  and  conditions  of  a^ 
special  enactment,  having  all  the  force  of  a  common  public  cfamrter, 
can  be  rightfully  waived  in  practice,  at  the  promptings  of  a  fiigitiTe 
unsettled  expediency,  is  a  position  the  undersigned  regard,  not  merely 
as  erroneous,  but  as  fraught  with  danger  to  the  best  interests,  of  the 
church. 

The  law  of  the  church  on  slavery  has  always  existed  since  1785, 
but  especially  since  1804,  and  in  view  of  the  sdjustment  of  the  whoW 
subje<:t,  i9  1816,  as  a  vktuaJ^  tho^h  u^ormalj  cof^tt:^  <ifrmii^  iom*. 


dmsim  (mt  flvieoroM^  between  the  iio^  And'  Ae  dddfr,  tl^,  Ifil 
iiiii#,  know^  Slid  etiMmg  «ii  distinct  Miitleb,  M  felatidtt  to  tile  vexeft 
qtrestiops  of  slavery  and  abolMon ; — mode  Conferences  ibnhd  in  sHatsm 
wiiere  slavery  prevailed  constifnting^  ihe  sontbem  party,  and  tho«e  i^ 
die  am-slave&oklsig  states,  the  noi^em,  exceptions  to  the  rede  benig 
Itoid  in  be^.  The  rights  of  the  legal  owners  of  slaves^  in  all  the 
lAaveholding  stated,  are  guarantied  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Unitied 
Staftes,  and  by  the  local  consdttitions  of  the  states  respectively,  as  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land,  to  which  every  minister  and  member  of  the 
M.  E.  Church  witldn  the  limits  of  the  United  States  government  pro- 
fseses  subjection,. and  pledges  himself  t<y  submit,  as  an  article  of  Chris- 
4aaft  iaith,  in  ^e  common  creed  of  the  church.  Domestic  sllavery, 
&ei^ore,  wherever  it  exists  in  this  country,  is  a  civil  regidation,  ei^ 
fating  under  the  highest  sanctions  of  constitutional  and  municipal  law, 
known  to  the  tribunals  of  the  country ;  and  it  has  always  been  as- 
sumed dt  the  south,  and  relied  upon  as  correct,  that  the  north,  or  non- 
^Veholding  states,  had  no  right,  civil  or  mbral,  to  interfere  with 
Mlalions  and  interests  thus  secured  to  the  people  of  the  south  by  all 
ifae  graver  forms  of  law  and  social  order,  and  that  it  cannot  be  done 
Without  an  abilse  of  the  constitutional  rights  of  citizenship.  The  peo- 
^e  of  the  north,  however,  have  claimed  to  think  differently,  and  nave 
un^otrmly  acted  toward  the  south  in  accordance  with  such  opposition 
of  opinion.  Precisely  in  accordance,  too,  with  this  state  of  things,  w^ 
it  regards  the  general  population  of  the  north  and  south,  respectively, 
the  M.  £.  Church  has  been  divided  in  opinion  and  feeling  on  the  sub- 
ject of  sliavery  and  abolition,  since  its  organization  in  1784  :  two  sepa- 
rase  and  distinct  parties  have  always  existed.  The  southern  Confer- 
ences, in  agreeing  to  the  main  principles  of  the  compromise  law  in 
1604  and  1816,  conceded,  by  express  stipulation,  their  right  to  resiirt 
mnrihem  interfetenee  in  any  form,  upon  tne  Condition,  |)ledged  by  the 
sSfrth,  that  while  the  ^ehde  church,  by  common  consent,  united  in 
pf^er  effort  for  the  mitigation  and  final  removal  of  the  evil  of  slaver^, 
liie  north  wits  not  to  interfere,  by  excluding  from  membership  or 
ministerial  office  in  the  church  persons  owning  and  holding  slaves  in 
sMtes  where  emancipation  is  not  practicable,  and  where  the  liberated 
cdwre  is  not  permitted  to  ei^oy  freedom.  Such  was  the  compact  of 
1604  and  1816,  finally  agreed  to  by  the  parties  af^er  a  long  and  fearful 
«Mggle,  and  such  is  the  com{>act  now — the  proof  being  derived  from 
kitttory  aaid  the  testimony  of  living  witnesses.  And  is  it  possible  to 
sQppose  that  the  original  purpose  and  intended  application  of  the  law 
wasr  not  deierigned  to  embrace  every  member,  minister,  order;  and  officer 
of  the  M.  E.  Church  ?  Is  the  idea  of  excepted  cases  allowable  by 
Mr  construction  of  ihe  la^  ?  Do  not  the  reasons  and  intendment  (k 
ik0  law  pAace  it  beyond  doubt,  that  every  cbncfeivable  case  of  alleged 
Ittseotftduct  that  can  arise,  connected  with  slavery  ot  abolition,  is  to  be 
Aiiyieeted,  by  consent  «ind  eontnict  of  parties,  to  me  jurisdiction  of  this  • 
great  conservative  arrangement  ? 

Is  there  anything  In  the  law  or  its  reasons  creating  an  exception 
'mita^  instance  of  Bishops  ?  Would  the  south  have  entered  into  the 
•iNaigMient,  or  in  any  form  conseiited  to  the  law,  had  it  been  inti- 
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SMtfidAj  Ap  noi4i  Ani  Bbhopc  mwst  W  fts  eiEO«ytfoii  to  di^  nfa? 
Am  tfafi  Tuliiioua  dead  of  the  north  to  h»  Maodered  bj  the  Biq[>positiQii 
that  tbe|3r  imeoded  to  ^lEcept  Bishops,  ^d  4bfi9  nccomjrfiahed  .thttur 
innpoeesi  m  negoliatm  with  the  eottth,  by  a  reaort  to  daooptive*aiid 
dUshonourahl^  meaiia  ?  If  Biahops  are -not  nained,  no  more  are  Pra- 
Aidittg  Eldeia,  Ages&ta^  Editors — or  indeed  anv  other  offioeiss  of  llw 
chvch,  who  are  oeTartheleaa  iaduded,  although  the  aame  nde  of  con- 
Atractioa  would  exs^t  them  alao.  The  eaactmiM^  waa  for  an  ^mtm 
pe^e,  eaal^weat,  aoffth*  and  aonth.  It  waa  lor  the  chiir>ch,  ax^  eTec|r 
member  of  it — for  the  common  weal  of  the  body — and  la  therefoae 
sniveraal  and  unAeatcioted  in  ii»  appUcation ;  and  no  pooaiye  caae  can 
hfd  aattied  apon  any  other  prin^^iples,  without  a  direct  violation  of  thia 
law  both  in  fac^  and  form.  The  law  beiiig  what  we  have  aaamoedy 
nny  Tiolatiogi  of  it»  whatOTor  may  foe  its  form  or  n^e,  ia  aa  caftabilf 
a  breach  of  good  faith  aa  aa  i^ringement  of  law..  It  must  be  aeeo^ 
from  the  mattaer  in  which  the  compromaae  waa  effected,  ia.  the  ahafe 
of  a  law,  agreed  to  by  equal  contraotii^  parUea>  **  the  aererid  Anniad 
Confecencea,'*  after  long  and  formal  negotia^tion,  that  it  was  not  a  rneoB 
legialetiye  enactment,  a  simple  decree  of  a  Genecal  Conferenoa,  hat 
putakea  of  the  nature  of  a  grave  compact,  and  is  invested  with  all  the 
sai^edneas  and  sanctions  of  a  solemn  treaty,  binding  respectively  die 
well'-kaown  parties  tp  its  terms  and  stipulationa.  If  this  be  ao^*--«ad 
vith  ^6  .evidence  acceeaiUe  who  can  doubt  it  ?-r-if  thia  he  <aQ,  wiU  it 
pcove  a  light  netatter  for  this  General  Conference  to  violate  or  dkra- 
gard  the  dsligatioa  of  this  legul  cm^promise^  in  the  shape  of  pid^ic 
reoogndsed  law  ?  Allow  that  the  present  paitiea  in  thia  contDOverpy 
cannot  be  brought  to  view  Uie  aubjeot  of  the  law  in  quealiDn  in  tto 
same  light,  oan  such  a  matter  end  ia  ^.  mere  difference  of  qpinion  aa 
it  respects  the  immediate  parties  ?  The  law  eadsts  in  tlio  Discipiino 
of  the  churcb^tbe  law  is  known,  and  its  reasons  are  known,  aa 
equally  binding  upon  both  parties,  and  what  is  ihe  likelihood  of  thfi 
unputation  ^f  bad  faith  under  the  cir^umaOances  ?  What  the  hazaid, 
.that  such  imputation,  as  the  deoisioa  of  publip  opinioq,  it  iDs^yh»  firnn 
a  thousand  tribunals,  will  be  hronght  to  bear,  with  ^11  tbe  light  jmd 
force  of  conviction,  i^Mm  any  act  of  thi|i  body,  in  vioialion  of  the  plaih 
promsieas  of  long-eataUished  law,  originatinf  in  treaty,  aad  hu^ 
va^n  the  prine^>Ie8  oi  conventional  comprmmsoS 

In  proportion  to  oo^r  love  of  truth,  of  law,  and  ovder,  axs;  we  nat 
cidied  uiM>n  to  fmise  and  weigh  well  the  hawd,  before,  as  a  Gmiaal 
Conference,  we  incur  it  beyond  diaage  or  remedy  ?  The  wdarsigned 
kave  loi^  looked  to  the  great  cemservative  lam  of  tho  Discipiina  en  the 
aubject  of  slavery  and  abolition,  as  the  only  charter  of  canneffttanal  tmum 
between  the  npr^  and  the  south ;  and  wheaeviMr  this  bead  of  ool^ 
section  is  rendemd  null  and  void,  ao  maftar  ia  what  fona,  or  by  what 
jneaaa,  they  are  oompelled  to  regard  the  ohuich,  to  evevy  piaatiei^ 
ptorpose,  as  aheady  divided  withoitf  the  iatervention  of  any  aiher 
Agency,  fiy  how  far,  therefore,  they  look  «p(m  the  union  of  the  Mip- 
4bodtst  Bpiacopal  Chnich  as  essential  to  ila  prosperity,  and  tha  gWvf 
aad  success  of  American  J^f^du^disnk,  by  aoiar  ihoy  are  hound  ta-jma* 
ia^a^^aaaat  tha  kte  act  of  the  Genarai  Coafaronoa  k  Ae  iiregw 


frospmty  cxf  four  branch  of  our  Moved  Zum ,  nd  wj^  lunre  ibe  miiiost 
.  i^nfideiice  that  so  long  as  we  adhere  to  the  great  distingaiahiiig  doc' 
Pims  of  our  rerered  founder  and  early  Esthers,  m  faith  tmi  m  ofme- 
tm^  making  holiness  in  heart  and  in  life  tk$  grend  eenktd  idem  of  onr 
tystem,  the  Lord  will  contiBiie  W  honour  ns  as  the  inatraments  of  ad- 
yaUon  to  a  lo0t  and  perishing  world. 

Your  zeal  and  liberality  in  the  cause  of  missions,  in  the  Mtpport  of 
the  jpinistcy,  and  iv  tb^  pause  of  edtt<iation,  are  above  aU  praiae.  May 
4he  Lord  reward  you  "  a  hundred  fold  in  this  life,"  and  '*  in  the  winU. 
to  come"  give  you  "life  everlasting.*'  When  our  church  ceases  io 
/care  for  the  souls  of  the  heathen  and  the  destitute,  and  confinee  its 
efforts  to  the  wants  of  home  alone ;  in  a  word,  when  it  ceases  to  cany 
out  in  practice  the  motto  of  our  great  founder,  "  The  woild  is  my  pa« 
rish,*'  it  will  cease  to  be  Methodism.  Its  *^  glory"  will  have  "  departed," 
and  the  woiid  must  mourn  the  eictinction  <tf  one  of  the  greatest  moral 
lights  with  which  it  has  ever  been  iUuminaXed.  We  trust  no  (nranch 
of  our  beloved  church  will  ever  be  thus  recreant  to  the  high  and  holy 
responsibilities  devolved  upon  her  by  an  unerring  Providence.  No, 
dear  brethren,  let  us  ever  respond  promptly  to  the  Macedonian  exy, 
.  by  0ur  prayers,  our  mcM^y,  and  our  men,  whether  it  come  fi^om  the 
east,  west,  north,  or  south;  let  us  even  "go  out"  uninvited  "into 
the  highways  and  hedges"  in  search  of  souls,  and  "  the  blessing  of 
them  that  are  ready  to  perish"  shall  "  come  upon  us." 

The  efficiency  of  your  fiufinoial  scheme  is  jQertainly  matter  of  ^eat 
congratulation.  Though  in  this  particular  we  may  not  rival  you,  be 
assured  we  shall  not  rejoice  the  less  that  you  are  able  to  do  justice  to 
those  venerable  men  who  have  -worn  out  their  lives  and  spent  their 
substance  in  devoted  service  to  the  church  of  God. 

We  need  not  remind  you  that  our  enemies  have  long  desired  to  Gx 
upon  a  church,  the  purity,  spirituality,  and  usefulness  of  which  they 
could  not  impeach,  the  disgrace  of  ignorance  \  It  is  true  we  had  our 
vindication  in  the  sound  and  e^ansive  learning  of  our  venerable  Wea- 
ley  and  of  the  distinguished  apostles  of  Methodism;  and  not  less, 
perhaps,  in  the  marked  intelligence  and  SDund  common  sense  of  the 

Seat  body  of  our  ministry  and  membership.  But  we  cannot  deny 
at  in  some  periods  of  our  history  we  have  been  too  negligent  of  the 
meons  and  appliances  of  education  among  our  people.  We  rejoice  to 
^believe  that  this  bumilia^ng  evil  is  fast  being  remedied,  both  among 
us  and  YOU,  and  we  look  forward  with  pleasing  prospects  to  the  time, 
as  not  tax  distant,  (if  indeed  it  has  not  already  arrived,)  when  the  facili- 
ties for  acquiring  sound,  practical,  and  sanctified  learning,  shall  be 
fully  equal  in  the  Methodist  Church  to  those  of  any  other  Christian 
denomination.  We  are  gratified  to  learn  that  you  are  taking,  bix  hon- 
ourable rank  in  this  great  department  of  philanthropic  a^d  Christian 
enterprise. 

Your  free  access  to  our  periodicals  will  make  it  unnecessary  for  us 
to  refer  to  the  statistics  of  our  church  in  any  of  its  great  departments 
x^  labour.  Our  greatest  concern  is  that  our  growth  m  ^ace  may  keep 
pace  with  our  rapid  advancement  in  numbers,  intelligence,  and  i^* 
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Devwidy  pnymg  (n  fvn  condaiMi  pnApexitf  in  oil  <h6  ^emeiMi 
•f  an  #TBBgelieal  Chiistiaii  cbmittuam,  we  aore,  deat  brethren, 
Retpecjtfnlly  and  affeetioAaflrty, 

JOBHVA  Sotitf, 

B.  Watoh, 
Thohas  A.'MoRKia. 
Thomas  B.  Saroikt,  Sedrafory. 

AmhYin^  Mof  28, 1844. 


Fr-ADPR£6S  OF  THE  6ENBRAL  GONFBRENCS  TO  THE  EVANdrail. 
GAL  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Delegates  of  the  M.  £.  Church  to  the  Bishops  and  Members  of  the 
Evangelical  Association, 

Dear  Brstbrbk,— -By  the  official  extract  front  the  Jonmala  of  the 
General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episoopftl  Church  of  1840;  anj 
the  certifie«t0  of  one  of  the  Secretaries,  herewith  pvesented,  you  will 
perceive  that  we  have  been  duly  appointed  delegates  to  your  General 
Conference.  Our  firsf  duty  is  to  present  to  your  body  ''  the  Christian 
salutations  and  sincere  friendship"  of  the  General  Conference  of  the 
Methodist. Episcopal  Church, representing  the  ministry  and  mettiber- 
ship,  of  our  whole  communion.  Please  accept  the  expression  of  their 
re^urds>  not  merely  as  a  form  of  words,  but  as  coming  from  6)e  heart^^ 
the  offering  of  the  soul  excited  by  the  sacred  influences  of  friendship 
and  religion. 

You  will  snow  us  to  expras  the  hope,  that  it  is  but  the  commence- 
ment of  a  long*continiied  intercourse  between  the  two  connections, 
which  shall  be  increasingly  blessed  in  securing  the  mutual  edification 
and  comfort  of  both,  as  well  as  other  important  advantages.  We  ar^ 
convinced  that  a  permanently-established  friendship  between  the  Evan- 
geliedi  Association  and  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chwch  would  bring' 
to  bear  a  much  greater  force  against  die  common  enemies  of  our  holy 
Christianity,  and  tisnd  most  ejTectually  to  promote  the  eau^  of  pure 
and  undefilcd  religion  in  the  world. 

There  are  numerous  and  strong  reasons,  in  th<  opinion  of  many 
anu^ng  us,  why  this  friendly  intercourse  should  be  cultivated  and  con- 
stantly kept  up  between  the  two  churches,  and  why  we  shduld  com- 
bine our  infiuenoe  in  some  way  **  to  pull  down  the  strong  holds  of  the' 
devil."  Tlie  spirit  of  the  age  seems  to  demand  a  friendly  Cd-operatioft 
of  1^  evangelical  denominations  in  reforming  the  world.  The  tefdr-^ 
mattion  of  the  German  emigrants  is  a  great  and  difficult  work,  an^  re^ 
qnirea  aU  the  shill  and  stiengA  that  can  be  united,  under  God,  for  its* 
aocomplishment.  This  wnric  meets  with  mnch  opposition  from  various 
quarters.  The  whole  concentrated  influence  of  Popery,  skilfully  man* 
aged,  is  against  it.  The  radonalists  and  the  nominal  professors  amon^ 
t£r  Germans  are  agreed  to  oppose  it.    We  are  exactly  the  same'  in 
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ioaam^  mi  Teiy  netdy  the  Anm  in  ohifdi  ^Yvnamm^  ffittsipiiie, 
and  usages ;  so  ^t  in  many  pla4:ea  tke  Evangdical  AssodatioB  wem 
for  a  long  time  denominated  1:^  the  people  ^  The  Oennan  Methoduts.'' 
We  have  precisely  the  same  enemies  of  faith  and  practice  to  contend 
with.  We  beiieye  we  have  the  same  objects  in  view — ^that  is  to  aay^ 
the  glory  of  God  and  the  salvation  of  souls.  We  therefore  extend  to 
you  the  hand  of  fellowship,  and  ask  you  to  unite  your  strength  with 
ours,  in  some  way  that  may  be  agreed  upon,  to  adTaaee  the  great 
cause  of  our  Redeemer. 

However  desirable  it  may  be  that  all  the  Germans  who  are  Metkh 
dUU  in  doctrme,  experience,  discipline,  and  usage,  should  be  embraced 
in  the  same  organization,  and  bear  the  same  insignia,  there  may  now 
exist  too  many  obstacles  to  our  union  in  name ;  but  we  can  see  no 
good  reason  why  we  may  not  be  united  in  deed  and  in  truth,  so  as  to 
strengthen  each  other's  hands  in  the  great  work  of  doing  good  in  the 
world. 

1st.  By  a  publicly-acknowledged  friendly  relation,  somewhat  simi- 
lar to  that  which  in  many  places  exists  between  the  Lutherans  and  the 
German  Reformed  bodies,  and  which  led  to  the  joint  publication  of  a 
hymn-book.  Such  an  arrangement  might  be  productive  of  much  good. 
It  might  prevent  our  crossing  each  other  injuriously  and  unnecessarily 
in  our  respective  fields  of  labour. 

2d.  By  publishing  jointly  larger  standard  works  of  our  common 
Methodist  Uieology,  such  as  We^ey's  Sermons,  a  body  of  systematie 
divinity,  and  a  commentary  on  the  Holy  Scriptures.  We  are  well 
persuaded  that  an  arrangement  could  be  made  by  which  we  cpuld 
mutually  help  each  other  in  the  publication  of  books  very  e&cieHdy, 
without  the  smallest  detriment  to  either  party.  Providence  has  raised 
up  among  us  some  individuals  who  would  be  of  great  service  in  the* 
execution  of  the  necessary  literary  labours;  but  we  could  not  publish 
such  large  worksi  alone  for  some  time  to  come,  because  the  number 
of  our  German  membership  b  so  small,  and,  consequently,  our  patron- 
age so  limited. 

For  the  last  eight  years  the  attention  of  die  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  has  been  turned,  with  much  solicitude  and  most  intense  in^^^ 
terest,  toward  the  German  emigrants  who  are  making  large  accessions 
to  the  population  of  our  country.  This  field  is  already  white  unto 
the  harvest,  and  one  important  object  of  our  missicm  to  your  venerable 
body  is  to  engage  your  help,  or  ask  for  permission  to  help  you  in  cul- 
tivating this  iuteresting  field  of  missionaiy  labour.  Our  church  has 
entered  into  this  work,  we  believe,  under  the  call  and  sanction  of  Grod 
himself—having  been  led  on  by  tilie.most  distinctly-marked  openings 
of  Providence,  and  the  force  of  circumstances.  The  signal  success 
which  has  attended  our  labours  fully  justifies  the  belief  that  the  hand 
of  God  is  in  the  work,  and  that  his  blessing  is  .upon  us.  Since  tiie 
fall  of  1838  our  membership  has  increased  from  twenty-four  to  about 
2000,  raised  from  among  the  German  emigrants.  We  have  twenty>lbur 
ministers  and  preachers  actively  engag^  in  this  department  of  the 
work.    We  have  built  fourteen  houses  of  worship. 

Multitudes  of  preeious  apols  assemUe  statedly  and  worship  God  n 


acc4«jlaiift»  wUKour  modo,  and  prt«ent  to  lum  their  prajert.ud  pnlMi 
in  tbe  German  language.  Many  of  these  were  RomanUu,  who  once 
bartered  with  Popish  jmests  for  the  pardon  of  sin ;  but  npw,  *<  being 
justified  by  faith,  they  have  peace  with  God  throogh  oar  Jjord  Jesua 
Christ,"  and  rejoice  in  hope  of  eternal  glory.  And  all  this  has  been 
accomplished  in  the  short  space  of  eight  years.  "  Thi$  is  ^he  Lord'* 
doings,  and  it  is  marvellous  in  our  eyes." 

We  have  a  few  societies  east  of  the  mountains ;  but  our  principal, 
success  has  been  in  the  western  countiy.  Indeed^  it  is  in  the  west 
that  the  German  emigrants  are  found  in  the  greatest  numbers.  A 
correct  estimate  of  their  number  cannot  be  made*  It  is  aupposed*.^ 
liowever,  that  about  three  millions  are  now  in  oar  country,  aud  thes9 ' 
numbers  are  annually  augmented  by  increasing  emigratioik.  Whole 
communities  are  looking  toward  the  United  States  from  the  father* 
land,  and  are  preparing  for  a  settlement  in  the  great  western  valley. 
If  the  emigration  continues  for  many  years  at  the  same  rate,  the  Oet* 
-mans  will  form  a  large  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  west. 

The  extent  of  this  missionary  field  is  well  known  to  you,  dear  breth- 
ren,  and  we  hope  our  labours  in.it  meet  your  cordial  approval  and  best 
wishes.  There  are  many  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  religious  eid* 
ture  and  improvement  of  these  people.  We  will  name  a  few.  They, 
witli  few  exceptions,  have  no*distinct  view  of  the  gospel  as  a  system 
of  salvation  5y  yat^A,  and  relying  on  the  efficacy  of  the  sacraments, 
appear  almost  entirely  satisfied  with  the  outward  forms  of  religion. 
The  great  majority  of  the  German  emigrants  are  not  only  ignorant  of 
experimental  godliness,  but  have  many  positive  errors  existing  among 
them.  Rationalism,  and  other  forms  of  infidelity,  prevail  to  an  alarm*- 
ing  extent.  The  ministry  they  have  brought  with  them  to  iMs  coun* 
try  is  as  a  whole  scarcely  worthy  of  the  name»  for  the  majesty  of 
those  who  sustain  the  sacred  office  throw  the  whole  weight  of  their 
influence  in  opposition  to  evangelical  truth  and  vital  piety,  producing 
a  vast  amount  of  prejudice,  which  it  is  difficult  to  overcome.  Add  to 
this,  a  large  proportion  of  them  are  under  the  dominion  of  Popery. 
But  notwiSistand^ng  the  many,  obstacles  in  the  way,  there  are  many 
things  to  encourage  us  in  this  work.  The  great  mass  of  mind  found 
in  the  German  emigrants  is  rather  in  a  state  of  transition,  ready  to* 
assume  any  shape  that  may  be  given  to  it,  or  to  receive  the  likeness 
of  anything  that  may  be  impressed  upon  it.  The  present  period  is  a 
favourable  crisis  in  which  to  bring  the  pure  gospel  system  to  bear 
upon  it,  that  it  may  be  transformed  into  the  image  of  Christ,  and  "  be 
changed  from  glory  to  glory  as  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord."  This  fa- 
vourable state  in  them  will  soon  pass  away.  The  pi^  is  making 
every  exertion  in  his  power  to  carry  out  his  plans,  so  as  to  secure  the- 
whole  field  for  himself.  Efforts  are  now  making  to  consolidate  and 
organize  the  German  emigration  within  itself.  For  this  purpose  their* 
periodical  press,  and  indeed  all  the  literature  they  are  producing  in 
this  their  adopted  country,  is  brought  to  exert  its  infiuenee.  How 
important,  then,  ihat  exertions  he  immediately  made  to  counteract  the 
pernicious  influences  that  are  at  work  among  them,, by  supplying  them 
in  their  own  language  with  publications  of  an.  opposite  cfaaraoter,  and- 


wMi  ft  tttortttm  Qm  win  ^rt  th^m  Ae  proper  diredf^.  They  ean 
all  read,  and  are  fond  ti  books,  and  are  sure  to  be  more  or  lesa  in- 
ttfeneed  by  what  &ey  do  read.  We  We  therefore  fixed  upon  the 
power  of  uie  press,  as  the  best  means  of  influencmg  them  for  good. 
We  am  encouraged  from  the  German  character  itself  to  hope  for  sqc- 
eess.  There  is  certainly  a  mariied  difference  in  the  people  of  differ- 
ent natictas,  and  we  must  admit  that  the  natural  character  of  the  people 
of  one  natiop  is  more  favourable  to  cfertain  ends  than  that  of  others. 
The  Ottmofan  mind  seems  to  be  so  constituted  as  to  develop  a  strong 
predispoeitioii  to  religion  of  some  kind.  This  is  manifest  in  aH  their 
history,  and  their  very  errors  give  evidence  of  the  same  inclination. 
The  character  of  a  German  is  not  to  be  determined  by  his  outward 
appearance ;  that  in  some  respects  may  not  be  the  most  promising,  yet 
beneath  the  coarse  exterior  may  be  found  an  intellect  of  the  most  ex- 
traordinary strength,  capable  of  producing  thoughts  and  feelings  of  ^e 
highest  order.  Crermans  are  naturally  serious  and  ardent  in  their 
constitutional  make,  and  whenever  set  right  in  principle  and  jnfactice, 
ihey  generally  adhere  thereto.  How  different  are  they  from  the  emi- 
grants we  receive  from  some  other  countries  ?  Twenty  Gemrsn  Ro- 
manists wDl  embrace  Protestantism  sooner  than  one  from  Ireland,  and 
the  success  of  the  immortal  Luther,  und^r  God,  we  believe,  is  attribu- 
table in  a  good  degree  to  the  character  of  the  people  to  whcnn  the 
doctrines  of  the  Reformation  were  first  preached. 

We  must  add,  that  we  'are  much  encouraged  from  the  consideration 
that  a  large  portion  of  the  (xerman  emigrants  are  ytMfig  men.  Many 
of  them  are  thoroughly  educated,  and  more  or  less  promising.  Seve- 
ral of  these  young  men  have  been  converted  through  our  instrumen- 
taAity,  and  are  now  able  ministers  of  the  gospel,  and  promise  to  be 
eminently  nsefrd  in  winning  souls  to  Christ.  Judging  of  the  future 
from  the  past,  we  hope  to  see  hundreds  of  these  young  emigrants  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  the  work  of  the  ministry,  that  the  pure  word  of 
gospel  truth  may  finally  be  conve3red  to  th6  whole  Gertnan  peculation 
of  our  country. 

Now,  dear  brethren,  in  accordance  with  the  important  trust  com- 
riiitted  to  us,  as  delegates  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  we  have  laid  before  you  the  great  enterprise  in 
#nieh  we  are  engaged.  We  have  frankly  stated  some  of  the  obsta- 
cles which  appear  in  our  way,  as  well  as  some  encouraging  aspects 
of  the  subject,  which  inspire  us  with  the  hope  of  success  dirough  the 
divine  aid.  We  now  siibmit  the  whole  matter  of 'our  commnnication 
to  your  consideration.  We  hope  it  will  receive  your  deliberate  at- 
tention ,-  and  whatever  may  be  the  result  of  your  examinations,  we 
respectfully  request  that  you  furnish  an  answer  in  writing,  that  we 
may  lay  it  before  our  General  Conference,  whitih  will  assemble  at 
New-Yoric  e!ty  in  May  next. 

•  We  pray  that  the  great  Head  of  the  church  may  be  present  at  your 
Oenerd  Conference ;  and  that  his  Spirit  may  direct  you  in  all  your 
deliberations,  so  that  all  your  decisions  may  meet  with  his  approba- 
tion, and  be  crowned  with  hfe  blessing.  And  may  you,  and  all  the 
plsople  of  your  church,  be  conducted  in  safety  through  the  labours  and 
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Bort&fi^  of  tba  prenefat  Hfe,  aAd  filially  be  ftdmitted,  with  iSL  the  faitb- 
fbl  of  every  name,  to  inherit  eternal  life  in  heaven,  througli  ofor  Lord 
and  Savionr  Jesns  Ghiist.  We  remain  yonrs,  with  sincere  affectioQ 
and  esteem,  Johk  P.  WntOHT, 

Wk.  Nast, 

N.    CAtLXNDfiR. 

OiVtetniMi^j,  Oer.  12,  1643.  t 


6^ADDR£Sf3,  OF  TH8  mTANGBLICAL  ASSOCIATION  TO  THE  GEN- 
WJiL  CONFERENCE. 

To  Rev.  J,  F,  Wright,  Wm.  Nasi,  and  N,  CaUender,  delegates  from  the 
M,  E,  Church  to  the  General  Conference  of  the  Evangelical  Association* 

Dear  Brethren, — In  compliance  with  your  request,  expressed  in 
your  address,  we  reply  the  following : — 

Your  friendly  salutation  and  expression  oi  esteem  toward  us  were 
received  with  respect,  and  a  sense  of  obligation  toward  you,  with  the 
sincere  desire  that  you  m^ght  not  be  disappointed  in  your  etpectallMis, 
that  this  will  be  only  the  beginning  of  a  continued  friendly  relation 
between  your  church  and  ours.  We  agree  fully  with  you,  that  there 
are  strong  reasons  why  we  should  endeavour  to  unite  our  rinutoal  in- 
flnenoe  as  far  as  practicable,  in  order  to  contend  against  the  enemies 
of  the  cross,  and  for  the  promotion  of  the  temporal  and  eternal  welfore 
of  the  Germans  of  this  country. 

Although  we  do  not  bear  one  and  the  same  name,  nor  stand  in  die 
same  church  fellowship,  yet  it  will  afford  us  pleasure  to  enter  ikito 
cmch  a  friendly  relation  to  yon,  that,  without  hindering  or  hurtitig  eadi 
^er,  we  can  fulfil  in  union*  our  important  calliag,  and  carry  out  the 
great  work  which  is  enjoined  upon  us. 

But,  in  order  to  accomplish  this  end,  it  will  be  necessary  that  we 
use  the  greatest  camion  to  act  in  unison  in  the  administration  of  dxs*' 
cipline,  and  reproving  all  that  is  sinful.  We  believe  especially  that  it 
will  be  necessaiy  for  us  to  be  cautious,  not  to  take  ihe  advantage  of 
each  other  if  our  labours  meet  at  one  place ;  and  that  neither  eiP  Ubie 
two  denominations  should  receive  persons  who  wei^  expelled  from 
the  other  denomination  on  account  of  immoral  conduct,  except  such 
persons  have  first  made  peace  with  their  brethren,  and  obtained  a  cer^ 
tificate  of  their  reconciliation. 

We  doubt  whether  it  would  be  for  our  good  if  we  should  dnteir  into 
such  a  relation  as  the  Lutherans  and  German  Ref<M*med  bodies  bear  10^ 
each  other,  in  building  jointly  meeting-houses,  and  publishing  a  hymn- 
book.  A  union  for  tlui  publication  of  useful  books  in  the  Gcfrmati  Ian- 
goage  would  be  very  desirable ;  but,  inasmuch  as  our  Book  Concemi^ 
are  so  distant  firom  ea^h  other,  we  cannot  see  how  such  a  thing  could 
be  realized,  except  in  so  te  th^t  we  agree  to  have  books  from  each 
other  on  commission. 

We  are  willing  to  get  any  kind  of  good  German  books  which  w^ 
do  not  possess  from  you,  on  reasonal^  terms,  as  much  as  we  can  use. 

We  are  rejoiced  at  the  success  of  your  work  among  the  Germans, 
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aad  wish  you  the  Uentng  of  God  iipim  your  IdMwrtAiiilQre.  lishiA 
alcfb  ^ve  us  pleasure  if  we  can  in  future  contribute  to  the  welfare  (^ 
our  German  brethren,  by  co-operating,  with  you,  under  the  blessing  of 
God,  in  Christian  fellowship. 

Our  earnest  prayer  is,  that  the  great  Giver  of  all  good  gifts  may  fill 
us  all  with  his  Spirit,  sanctify;  and  lead  us  into  all  truth,  and  finally 
admit  us,  with  all  the  elect,  into  his  heavenly  kingdom,  for  the  sake 
of  his  Son,  Jesus  Christ.    Amen. 
'     Respectfully  your  brethren, 

Absalom  B.  Schafen,  Secretary. 
Sunmit  co,,  0.,  OcU  25,  1843. 

H.— THE  PROTEST,  *         "\ 

ffMM  of  the  Minority  of  the  Creneral  Conference  against  the  Action  of    \ 
that  Body  in  the  Case  of  Bishop  Andrew.  i 

In  behalf  of  thirteen  Annual  Conferences  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  and  portions  of  the  ministry  and  membership  of  severad 
other  Conferences,  embracing  nearly  five  thousand  ministers,  travel- 
ling and  local,  and  a  membership  of  nearly  five  hundred  thousand,  eon^ 
stitutionally  represented  in  this  General  Conference,  we  the  under- 
signed, a  minority  of  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences 
in  Qeneral  Conference  assembled,  after  mature  refiection,  impelled 
by  convictions  we  cannot  resist,  and  in  conformity  with  the  rights  and 
usages  of  minorities,  in  the  instance  of  deliberative  assemblies  and 
judicial  tiribunals,  in  similar  circumstances  of  division  and  disagree- 
ment. Do  most  solemnly f  and  in  due  formy  protest  against  the  recent  aet 
9f  a  majority  of  this  General  Conference,  in  an  attempt,  as  understood 
hy  the  minority,  to  degrade  and  punish  the  Rev.  James  O.  Andrew, 
one  of  the  Bishops  o£  the  M.  £.  Church,  by  declaring  it  to  be  the 
sense  or  judgment  of  the  General  Conference  that  he  desist  from  the 
exercise  of  his  episcopal  functions,  without  the  exhibition  of  any 
alleged  offence  against  the  laws  or  discipline  of  the  church,  without 
form  of  trial,  or  legal  conviction  of  any  kind,  and  in  the^  absence  of 
any  charge  of  want  of  <)ualification  or  Mthfulness  in  the  performance 
of  the  duties  pertaining  to  his  ofiice. 

We  protest  against  the  act  of  the  inajority  in  the  case  of  Bishop 
Andrew,  as  extra-judicial  to  allJntents  and  purposes,  being  both  with- 
out law,  and  contrary  to  law.  We  protest  against  the  act,  because,  we 
recognize  in  this  General  Conference  no  right,  power,  or  authority, 
ministerial,  judicial,  or  administrative,  to  suspend  or  depose  a. Bishop 
of  the  M.  E.  Church,  or  otherwise  subject  him  to  any  official  disability 
wh&tever^  without  the  formal  presentation  of  a  charge  or  charges, 
alleging  that  the  Bishqp  to  be  dealt  with  has  been  guilty  of  the  vio* 
lation  Of  sonie  law,  or  at  L^^  some  disciplinary  obligation  of'Ae 


chmrcki  and  abb  upon  cottvietioa  of  sach  cfaargei  after  dne  fonn  «C 
tml.  We  protest  against  the  act  in  queati<m  aa  a  Tiokuion  of  the  fun- 
damental  law,  usually  known  aa  the^  compromise  law  of  the  church, 
on  the  subject  of  slaverr--4he  only  law  which  caa  be  brought  to  bear 
upon  the  case  of  Bishqi  Andrew,  and  die  assertion  and  maintra^noe 
of  which,  until  it  is  consdtutiohaUy  revoked,  is  guarantied  by  the 
honour  and  good  faith  of  this  body,  as  the  representative  assembly  of 
the  thirty-three  Annual  Conferences  known  as  contracting  parties  in 
the  premises. 

And  we  protest  against  the  act  farther^  as  an  attempt  to  establish  % 
dangerous  precedent,  subversive  of  the  union  and  stalnlity  of  the  Me* 
tho£st  Episcopal  Church,  and  especially  as  placing  in  jeopardy  die 
general  superintendency  of  the  church,  by  subjecting  any  Bishop  of 
the  church  at  any  time  to  the  will  and  caprice  of  a  majority  of  the 
General  Conference,  not  only  without  law,  but  in  defiance  of  the  re« 
straints  and  provisions  of  law.  The  undersigned,  a  minority  of  the 
General  Conference,  in  protestingy  as  they  do,  against  the  late  act  of 
the  majority,  in  the  virtual  suspension  of  Bishop  Andrew,  regard  it  a» 
due  to  themselves  and  those  they  represent,  as  well  as  the  character 
and  interests  of  the  church  at  large,  to  declare,  by  solemn  and  formal* 
avowal,  that  after  a  careful  examination  of  the  entire  subject,  in  all  its 
relations  and  bearings,  they  protest  as  above,  for  the  reasons  and  upon, 
the  grounds  following,  viz. : — Ist.  The  proceeding  against  Bishop  A.> 
in  this  General  Conference  has  been  upon  the  assumption  that  he  is 
connected  with  slavery — that  he  is  the  legal  holder  and  owner  of 
slave  property.  On  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  both  as  it  regards  the  ministry  and  membership,  we  have  spO" 
cial  law,  upon  which  the  adjudication  of  all  questions  of  slavery  must,- 
by  intention  of  law,  proceed.  The  case  of  Bishop  Andrew,  therelbre» 
presents  a  simple  question  of  law  and  fact,  and  die  undersigned  can* 
not  consent  that  the  force  of  circumstances,  and  other  merely  eztria- 
sic  considerations,  shall  be  allowed  to  lead  to  any  issue,  except  that 
indicated  by  the  law  and  the  facts  in  the  case.  In  the  late  act  of  the 
majority,  law,  express  law,  is  appealed  from,  and  expediency  in  view 
of  circumstances — relative  propriety — ^assumed  necessity,  is  substi* 
tuted  in  its  p^ce  as  a  rule  of  judgment.  It  is  assumed,  and  die  aa> 
sumption  acted  upon,  that  expediency  may  have  jurisdiction  even  in 
the  presence  of  law — ^the  law,  too,  being  specisd,  and  covering  die- 
case  in  terms.  Ip  the  absence  of  law,  it  might  be  competent  for  die- 
General  Conference  to  act  upon  other  groimds ;  this  is  not  disputed* 
nor  yet  that  it  would  have  been  competent  for  the  Conference  t« 
proceed  upon  the  forms  of  law — but  that  the  terms  and  conditions  of  a* 
special  enactment,  having  all  the  force  of  a  common  public  charter, 
can  be  rightfully  waived  in  practice,  at  die  promptings  of  a  fugitive- 
unsettled  expediency,  is  a  position  the  undersigned  regard,  not  merelsr 
as  erroneous,  but  as  fraught  with  danger  to  the  best  interests,  of  the< 
church. 

The  law  of  the  church  on  slavery  has  always  existed  since  1785, 
but  especially  since  ji804,  and  in  view  of  the  adjustment  of  the  whoW^ 
subject,  in  1816,  as  a  vv^wA^  thofsgk  mformei^  eof^p^  4^imMfud  (oafi« 


d$ssim  (O^  fM€arim66  between  tlie  wM  And'  the  d6u^,  tlflsfi,  4^1 
iNy#,  kncmil  snd  exiting  as  ditftinct  piiitieB,  in  relation  tb  tile  vexed 
qirestiops  of  slavery  and  aboHtiofk  y — tnose  Conferences  found  in  flliMe» 
idiere  slavery  prevailed  eonstitcttingr  ihe  southern  party,  and  those  in 
die  non-slavehokiing  states,  the  northern,  exceptions  to  the  ride  being 
ftMAid  in  bollF.  The  rights  of  the  legal  owners  of  slaves^  in  all  the 
(Aaveholding  stales,  are  guarantied  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
StaHes,  8Ad  by  the  local  constiiiitions  of  the  states  respectitely,  as  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land,  to  which  every  minister  and  member  of  the 
M.  E.  Church  witbin  the  limits  of  the  United  States  government  pro- 
fsfiises  subjection,,  and  pledges  himself  t6<  sttbmit,  as  an  article  of  Chris- 
tMA  &ith,  in  ^e  common  creed  of  the  church.  Domestic  sfavery, 
ihe/efore,  wherever  it  exists  in  this  country,  is  a  civil  regulation,  es^ 
isting  under  the  highest  sanctions  of  constitutional  and  municipal  law, 
known  to  the  tribunals  of  the  country ;  and  it  has  always  been  as- 
sumed at  the  south,  and  relied  upon  as  correct,  that  the  north,  or  non- 
dftv^holding  states,  had  no  right,  civil  or  moral,  to  iilterfere  with 
nialions  ai^  interests  thus  secured  to  the  people  of  the  south  by  all 
the  graver  forms  of  law  and  social  order,  and  that  it  cannot  be  done 
Without  an  abttee  of  the  constitutional  rights  of  citizenship.  The  peo- 
^e  of  the  north,  however,  have  claimed  to  think  differently,  and  nave 
uniformly  acted  toward  the  south  in  accordance  with  such  opposition 
of  opinion.  Pt-ecisely  in  accordance,  too,  with  this  state  of  things,  as 
if  regards  the  general  population  of  the  north  and  south,  respectively, 
the  M.  E.  Church  has  been  divided  in  opinion  and  feeKng  on  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery  and  abolition,  since  its  organization  in  1784  :  two  sepa- 
wMzxA  distinct  parties  have  always  existed.  The  southern  Confer- 
ences, in  agreeing  to  ^e  main  principles  of  the  compromise  law  in 
1#04  and  1S16,  conceded,  by  express  stipulation,  their  right  to  resist 
ncvthem  ixkterferenCe  in  any  form,  upon  the  condition,  |>ledged  by  the 
MVth^  that  while  the  iehde  church,  by  common  consent,  united  in 
praper  effort  for  tiie  mitigation  and  final  removal  of  the  evil  of  slavery, 
tliie  north  wks  not  to  interfere,  by  excluding  from  memberjship  or 
ministerial  olBce  in  the  church  persons  owning  and  holding  slaves  in 
states  where  emancipation  is  not  practicable,  and  where  the  liberated 
liMve  Is  not  permitted  to  enjoy  freedom.  Such  was  the  compact  of 
1604  and  1816,  finaMy  agreed  to  by  the  parties  after  a  long  and  fearfhl 
struggle,  and  such  is  the  compact  now — the  proof  being  derired  from 
kiitorf  and  the  testimony  of  living  witnesses.  And  is  it  possible  to 
■Qppoise  that  the  original  purpose  and  intended  application  of  the  law 
wa9  not  designed  to  embrace  ever)r  member,  minister,  order;  and  officer 
of  the  M.  E.  Church?  Is  the  idea  of  excepted  cases  allowable  by 
fiedr  construction  of  the  law  ?  Do  not  the  reasons  and  intendment  dt 
^0  law  place  it  beyond  doubt,  l&at  every  conceivable  case  of  alleged 
dllseoilduct  that  can  ttrise,  connected  with  slavery  or  abolition,  is  tb  be 
subjected,  by  consent  and  contract  of  parties,  to  me  juris^ction  of  this  - 
great  conservative  arrangement  ? 

Is  there  anytiiiiig  In  the  law  or  its  teasons  creating  an  exception 
itf  ihe^  instaUcie  of  BislM)ps  ?  Would  the  south  have  entered  into  the 
Mffsngeisent,  or  in  any  folnii  conseiited  to  the  law,  h^  it  been  inti- 
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awiedikj  di9  BOxAi  tkiit  Bbhopt  wmt  be*  an  evoeptfoa  to  tkie  mh? 
Axe  the  nrtiioue  dead  of  the  north  to  he  olaodered  by  the  auppositioa 
that  they  intended  to  except  Bishops,  iind  thna  accom^ahed  .tfaair 
imipoaea,  m  negotiation  widi  the  eonth,  by  a  resort  to  dece^Te.aiid 
^honoorahle  means?  If  Bishops  are -not  named,  no  more  are  Pre- 
jaiding  EULess,  Agents^  Editors — or  indeod  anv  other  oSeers  of  tiw 
chvch,  who  are  aevartheless  indnded,  although  the  same  rule  of  con- 
atniction  would  ej»^t  them  alao.  The  enactouNil  was  for  an  €mtm 
people,  oasif^west,  north,  imd  aoath.  It  was  lor  the  chureh,  and  eyeiy 
member  of  it — ^for  the  common  weal  of  the  body-«and  Ja  tharefoee 
wufversal  and  unfiestricted  in  its  applicatbn ;  and  no  poaaiUe  case  can 
¥e  settled  upon  any  other  principled,  without  a  direct  violation  of  thk 
Imw  both  in  &ct  and  form.  The  law  being  what  we  haire  assinned, 
any  violation  of  it,  whatever  may  be  its  form  or  mode,  is  aa  certainly 
a  breach  of  good  faith  as  an  ijolringement  of  law..  It  must  be  aeeUj 
from  the  msnner  in  which  die  compromise  was  effected,  in  the  shafe 
a£  a  law,  agreed  to  by  equal  contracting  parties,  "  the  aeferal  Annnal 
Conferences,"  after  long  and  formal  negotiation,  that  it  was  not  a  men 
legislative  enactment,  a  simple  decree  of  a  General  Confei:enQe,  hot 
partakes  of  the  nature  of  a  grave  compact,  and  is  invested  with  all  the 
Bai^edness  and  sanctions  of  a  sdLemn  treaty,  binding  reapactively  die 
weU'kttown  parties  to  its  terms  and  stipulations.  If  this  be  so^-^'Ond 
vith  the  .evidence  aecessible  who  can  doubt  it  ?-*-if  this  be  «o,  will  it 
jKOwe  abght  matter  for  this  General  Conference  to  violate  or  diara- 
guxd  the  obligation  of  this  leg^  compromise^  in  the  shape  of  pi:d^ 
recognized  law  ?  Allow  that  the  present  partiea  in  thia  oontroK^qiy 
cannot  be  brought  to  view  die  aubjeqt  of  the  law  in  question  in  thie 
same  light,  can  such  a  matter  end  in  ^  m»te  difference  of  opinion  ae 
it  reepeota  the  immediate  parties  2  The  law  esEists  in  dM  Discipline 
of  the  church*-the  law  is  known,  and  ite  reasons  are  known,  aa 
oqsally  biadbg  upon  both  parties,  and  what  is  ihe  tikelihood  of  th^ 
unputation  of  bad  faith  under  die  circumstances  ?  What  the  hamd, 
that  such  imputation,  as  the  decision  of  public  opinion,  it  in^yhe  fsom 
a  thousand  tribunals,  will  be  faroaght  to  bear,  with  fi]l  the  light  and 
force  of  conviction,  upon  any  act  of  thi|i  body,  in  violation  of  the  plaih 
promiens  of  long-established  law,  originatinf  in  treaty,  and  haapd 
vijinn  die  prine^>les  of  oomfentrnntU  omprmmwS 

In  proportion  to  wq  love  of  tmth,  of  law,  and  order,  axe  we  n0t 
caHed  upon  to  pause  and  W(Ugh  well  the  ha^acd,  before,  aa  a  Genoial 
Conference,  we  incur  it  beyond  cheiige  or  remedy  ?  The  undersigned 
Iwne  long  looked  to  the  great  eoHsematwe  lam  of  the  Discipiina  on  the 
anbject  of  aLavery  and  abolition,  as  the  only  charter  of  eonnoftiamU  umMtm 
lietween  the  north  and  the  south ;  and  whenevmr  this  bend  of  eolk' 
section  is  rendemd  null  and  void,  no  matter  in  what  form,  or  by  mbM 
xneana,  they  are  oompelled  to  regard  the  chuich,  to  evcty  prantie^ 
purpose,  as  already  divided  without  the  iatervention  of  any  otfaar 
agency.  By  how  far,  therefore,  they  look  npon  the  union  of  the  Mm' 
thodist  Epiacopal  Chnrch  aa  essential  to  its  prosporily,  and  tha  glssy 
and  aoccaas  itf  American  It^EediodisQi,  by  w  &t  they  are  bound^  t».jNie> 
iest  agaanat  the  kte  act  of  the  Geniaral  Coirfemnoa  in  the  iixagnlar 
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MWpeiiikm  of  BMuip  Andivw^  u  doI  only  withotft  law,  but  ia  dOM 
eontraTention  of  legal  stipiilations  known  to  be  essential  to  the  iib% 
of  the  chureh.  And  they  are  thus  explicit  in  a  statement  of  faets,  thitt 
^e  responsibility  of  dinsion  may  attach  where  in  justice  it  belongs. 
•  The  minority  making  this  Protest  are  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  law 
of  tibe  church  affecting  slavery  and  abolition.  They  ask  no  change. 
They  need-*they  seek  no  indulgence  in  behalf  of  the  south.  Had 
Bishop  Andrew  been  suspended  according  to  law,  afler  dne  form  of 
trial,  they  would  have  submitted  without  remonstrance,  as  the  friends 
of  law  and  order. 

Thev  except  and  protest^  Jurther,  against  the  lawless  procedure,  as 
they  toink,  in  the  case  of  Bishop  Andrew,  because,  apart  fiom  the 
injustice  done  him  and  the  south,  by  the  act,  other  and  graver  diffi- 
cdties,  necessarily  incidental  to  this  movement,  come  in  for  a  share 
of  attention.  The  whole  subject  is,  in  the  very  nature  of  things, 
lesolved  into  a  single  original  question:  Will  the  General  Confer- 
ence adhere  to,  and  in  goc^  faith  assert  and  maintain,  the  compromise 
law  of  the  church  on  the  vexed  question  dividing  us — or  will  it  be 
found  expedient  generally,  as  ia  the  case  of  Bishop  Andrew,  to  lay  it 
aside,  and  tread  it  under  foot  ?  No  question  on  the  subject  of  slavery 
and  abolition  can  be  settled  until  the  General  Conference  shall  settle 
Ms  beyond  the  possibility  of  evasion.  In  the  present  crisis,  it  is  the 
opinion  of  the  undersigned,  that  every  Bishop  of  the  M.  E.  Church, 
and  every  member  of  this  General  Conference,  is  especially  called 
upon  by  all  the  responsibilities  of  truth  and  honour  to  declare  himself 
upon  the  subject;  and  they  deem  it  proper,  respectfully  and  urgently, 
to  make  sudh  call  a  part  of  this  Protest.  Wh6n  so  much  depends  upon 
it,  can  the  General  Conference,  as  the  orgui  of  the  supreme  authority 
of  the  chureh,  remain  silent  without  incurring  the  charge  of  trifling 
both  with  its  interests  and  reputation?  Law  always  pledges  the 
public  faith  of  the  body  ostensibly  governed  by  it  to  the  faithful  asser- 
tion and  performance  of  its  stipulations ;  and  the  compromise  law  of 
Ae  Discipline,  partaking,  as  it  does,  of  the  nature  of  the  law  of  treaty, 
and  embracing,  as  has  been  seen,  all  possible  cases,  pledges  the  good 
faith  of  every  minister  and  member  of  the  Methodist  £pi8cq>al  Church 
'against  saying  or  doing  anything  tending  to  annul  the  force  or  thwart 
the  purposes  of  its  enactment.  The  only  allowable  remedy  of  those 
*who  object  to  the  law,  is  to  seek  a  constitutional  change  of  the  law ; 
landin  failure,  to  submit,  or  else  retire  from  the  church.  All  attempts 
,10  resist,  evade,  or  defeat  the  objects  and  intended  application  of 
the  law,  until  duly  revoked,  must  be  regarded  as  unjust  and  revo- 
^ntionaiy,  because  an  invasion  of  well-aefined  conventional  right 
-And  the  undersigned  except  to  the  course  of  the  majority  in  the  in- 
ibrmal  prosecution  of  Bishop  Andrew,  and  the  anomalous  quasi  sua- 
^pmsion  it  inflicts,  as  not  only  giving  to  the  compromise  a  construction 
lendering  it  entirely  ineflfective,  but  as  being  directly  subversive  of  the 

Sat  bond  of  union  which  has  held  the  north  and  south  togedier  for 
last  forty  years*  Turning  to  the  confederating  Annusd  Confer- 
«aeee  of  1804,  and  the  vexed  and  protracted  negotiations  which  pre- 
«aded^the  General  Conteence  of  that  ye^ur,  and  finally  resuked  in  the 
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eidsting  law  of  the  Discipline,  regulating  the  whole  subject,  anid 
^[bbcing  at  nearly  half  a  million  of  Methodists,  now  in  the  south,  who 
nare  come  into  the  church  with  aU  their  hopes  and  fears,  interests 
and  associations,  their  property,  character,  and  influence,  reposing  in 
safety  upon  the  publicly-pledged  faith  of  the  Methodist  Episcooal 
Church,  only  to  be  told  that  this  is  all  a  dream,  that  a  part  of  wnat 
was  pledged  was  nerer  intended  to  be  allowed ;  and  that  the  whole  is 
at  all  times  subject  to  the  discretion  of  a  dominant  majority,  claiming, 
in  matter  of  riffht,  to  be  without  and  above  law,  competent  not  mere^ 
to  make  all  rules  and  regulations  for  the  proper  government  of  the 
church,  but  to  govern  the  church  without  rule  or  regulation,  and  punish 
and  degrade  without  even  the  alleged  infringement  of  law,  or  the  form 
ef  trial,  if  it  be  thought  expedient,  presents  a  state  of  things  filling 
the  undersigned  with  alarm  and  dismay.  Such  views  and  facts,  with- 
out adducing  others,  will  perhaps  be  sufficient  to  show  the  first  and* 
principal  ground  occupied  by  the  minority  in  the  Protest.  They  can- 
not resist  the  conviction  that  the  majority  have  failed  to  redeem  the 
pledge  of  public  law  given  to  the  church  and  the  world  by  the  Me- 
thodist £.  Church. 

2.  The  undersigned  are  aware  that  it  is  affirmed  by  some  of  the 
majority,  but  meanwhile  denied  by  others,  and  thus  a  mooted  unset- 
tled question  among  themselves,  that  the  resolution  censuring  and 
virtually  suspending  Bishop  Andrew,  as  understood  by  the  minority, . 
is  mere  matter  of  advice  or  recommendation  ;  but  so  far  from  ^vising 
or  recommending  anything,  the  language  of  the  resolution,  by  fair 
and  litecessary  construction,  is  imperative  and  mandatory  in  form,  and, 
unqualified  by  anything  in  the  resolution  itself,  or  in  the  preamble  ex- 
plaining it,  conveys  the  idea  plainly  and  most  explicitly,  that  it  is  the 
judgment  and  will  of  the  Conference  that  Bishop  Andrew  shall  cease 
to  exercise  the  office  of  Bishop  until  he  shall  cease  to  be  the  owner  of 
slaves.  '<  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Conference  that  he 
desist."  That  is,  having  rendered  himself  unacceptable  to  the  ma- 
jority, it  is  their  judgment  that  he  retire  from  the  bench  of  Bishops, 
and  their  field  of  action. 

No  idea  of  request,  advice,  or  recommendation,  is  conveyed  by  the 
language  of  the  preamble  or  resolution,  and  the  recent  avowal  of  an 
intention  to  advise  is,  in  the  judgment  of  the  undersigned,  disowned 
by  the  very  terms  in  which,  it  is  said,  the  tidvice  was  given.  The 
whole  argument  of  the  majority,  during  a  debate  of  twelve  days,  turned 
upon  the  right  of  the  Conference  to  displace  Bishop  Andrew  without 
resort  to  formal  trial.  No  one  questioned  the  legal  right  of  the  Con- 
ference to  advise;  and  if  this  only  was  intended,  why  the  protracted, 
deblate  upon  the  subject  ?  But  further,  a  resolution  respectfully  and 
affectionately  requesting  the  Bishop  to  resign  had  been  laid  aside,  to 
entertain  the  substitute  under  notice  ;  a  motion  too  to  declare  the  tobo- 
lution  advisory  was  promptly  rejected  by  the  majority  ;  and  in  view  of 
all  these  facts,  and  the  entire  proceedings  of  the  majority  in  the  case, 
the  undersigned  have  been  compelled  to  consider  tne  resolution  as  a 
mandatory  judgment,  to  the  efibct  that  Bishop  Andrew  desist  from  the 
exercise  of  his  episcopal  functions.    If  the  majority  have  been  misun- 


4er8tQod»  the  langi^a^  of  their  own  xeaolutioa,  aod  the  position  thejr 
occupied,  in  debate,  nave  led  to  the  misconception ;  and  truth  and 
honour,  not  less  than  a  most  unfortunate  use  of  language,  require  that 
they  explain  themselves. 

3.  We  except  to  the  act  of  the  majority,  because  it  k  assumed  that 
conscience  and  principle  are  involved,  and  require  the  act  complained 
pf,  a9  expedient  and  necessary  under  the  circumstances.  Bishop  An- 
drew being  protected  by  the  law  of  the  church,  having  cognizance 
cf  all  offences  connected  with  slavery,  such  connection  in  his  case,  in 
the  judgment  of  all  jurisprudence,  can  only  be  wrong  in  the  propor- 
tion that  the  law  is  bad  and  defective.  It  is  not  conceived  by  the 
ininority  how  conscience  and  principle  can  be  brought  to  bear  upon 
i^hop  Andrew,  and  not  upon  the  law  and  the  church  having  soc^ 
law.  They  are  obliged  to  believe  that  the  law  and  the  source  from 
•which  it  emanates  must  become  the  object  of  exception  and  censure 
before  .Bishop  Andrew,  who  has  not  offended  against  either,  unless  the 
church  is  against  the  law,  can  be  subjected  to  trial,  at  the  bar  of  th^ 
conscience  and  principles  of  men  who  profess  subjection  and  approval, 
in  the  instance  both  of  the  law  and  the  church. 

The  ^ndersigned  can  never  consent,  while  we  have  a  plain  law, 
^byionsly  covering  an  a38umed  offence,  that  the  offence  shall  be  taken, 
under  plea  of  principle,  out  of  the  hands  of  the  law,  and  be  resubjected 
tp,  the  conflicting  opinions  and  passions  which  originally  led  to  a  r^- 
^pat  to  law,  as  the  only  safe  standard  of  judgment.  They  do  not  un- 
derstand how  conscience  and  principle  can  attach  grave  blame  to  ac- 
tion not  disapproved  by  the  law< — expreiss  law  too,  made  and  psonded 
in  the  caae — without  extending  condemnation  to  the  law  itself,  and 
.t)»6  bodyirom  which  it  proceeds.  The  church  can  hardly  be  sup- 
posed to  have  settled  pdicy  a^d  invariable  custom,  in  contravention 
of  law;  the' avowal  of  such  custom  and  policy  therefore,  excluding 
j^om  the  Episcopacy  any  and  every  man,  in  any  way  connected  with 
.  slavery,  is  mere  assumption.  No  contract,  agreement,  decqree,  or  pvir- 
pose  of  this  kind,  is  of  recpr4,  or  ever  existed.  No  such  exaction,  in 
terms  or  by  implication,  was  ever  made  by  the  north,  xnr  conceded  by 
^  4011th.  No  conventional  understanding  ever  existed  to  this  effect, 
,^0  fkv  a^  the  south  is  concerned,  or  has  been  informed.  That  it  has 
Ik^,  perhaps  always  been  the  purpose  of  the  north,  not  to  elect  a 
yri^vehpldjer  to  the  office  of  pishop,  is  admitted.  But  as  no  law  gave 
fip^ntenanpe  to  anything  of  the  kind,  the  south  regarded  it  as  a  mere 
mutter  9/f  aociai  injustipe,  and  was  not  disposed  to  complain.  The 
porth  has  always  found  its  security  in  ni;^mber8,  and  the  untrammelled 
ijdght  of  suffirage,  and  to  thj^  the  south  has  not  objected.  The  assump* 
tipn,  however,  ia  entirely  different,  and  is  not  admitted  by  the  sou^, 
hut  i^  plainly  negatived  by  the  law  and  lauffuage  of  the  Discipline,  as 
(t^plaiped  ,by  au^ority  of  the  General  Conference. 

])Jo  such  concession,  beyond  peaceable  submission  to  the  right  erf 
-laiflDra^,  exercised  by  the  majori^,  will  ever  bo  submitted  to  by  the 
.80]^th,':as  it  would  amount  to  denial  of  equal  abstract  right,  and  a  dis- 
franchisement of  the  southern  ministry,  and  could  not  be  submitted  to 
.  wjUthput  i^iixy  .?nd  degradation.    IjT,  then,  the  north  is  not  saiiaged 
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▼ith  the  aegaUre  right  conceded  to  the  south  by  law  in  this  matter, 
^e  minority  would  be  glad  to  know  what  principle  or  policy  is  likely 
«o  intiodnce  beyond  the  existing  provisions  of  law.  As  the  contin- 
gency which  has  occasioned  the  difficulty  in  the  case  of  Bishop  An- 
drew, and  to  which  every  southern  minister  is  liable  tit  any  time,  does, 
not,  and  cannot  fall  under  the  condemnation  of  ejristing  law,  and  he 
cannot  be  punished,  nor  yet  subjected  to  any  official  disability,  without 
im  ^use  of  bctth  right  and  power,  on  the  part  of  this  General  Confer- 
ence, the  minority  are  compelled  to  think  that  the  majority  ought  to  be 
satisfied  with  the  consciousness  and  declaration,  that  they  are  in  no 
way  responsible  for  the  contingency,  and  thus,  at  least,  allow  Bishop 
Andrew  the  benefit  of  their  own  legislation,  until  they  see  proper  to 
change  it.  This  attempt  by  the  majority  to  protect  a  lawless  prose- 
eution  from  merited  rebuke,  by  an  appeal  to  conscience  and  principle, 
condemning  Bishop  Andrew,  while  the  law  and  the  church,  shielding 
him  from  the  assault,  are  not  objected  to,  is  looked  upon  by  the  minority 
as  a  Species  of  moral,  we  will  not  say  legal  casuistry,  utterly  subver* 
uTe  of  all  the  principles  of  order  and  good  government. 

4.  The  act  of  the  majority  was  ostensibly  resorted  to,  because,  as 
alleged,  the  church  in  the  middle  and  northern  Conferences  will  not 
submit  to  any,  the  slightest  connection  with  slavery.  But  if  connec- 
tioovwith  slaveiy  is  ruinous  to  the  church  in  the  north,  that  ruin  is 
already  wrought.  Who  does  not  know  that  the  very  Discipline,  laws^ 
and  legislation  of  the  church  necessarily  connect  us  all  with  slavery? 
AH  our  provisional  legislatioii  on  the  subject  has  proceeded  on  the  > 
assumption  that  slavery  is  an-  element  of  society — a  principle  of  ac- 
tion^-ia  household  realty  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the 
United  States.  It  is  part  and  parcel  of  the  economy  of  American 
Methodism,  in  every  subjective  sense.  It  has  given  birth  to  law  and 
right,  conventional  arrangements,  numerous  missions,  and  official 
trusts.  Every  Bishop,  every  minister,  every  member  of  the  church 
is  of  necessity  connected  with  slavery.  Each  is  brother  and  co^mem- 
ber,  both  with  slave  and  master,  by  the  very  laws  and  organization  of 
the  church,  ' 

If,  then,  connection  with  slavery  is  so  disastrous,  the  only  remedy 
is  to  purify  the  church  by  reorganization,  or  get  out  of  it  as  soon  as 
possible.  And  would  not  this  aversion  to  slavery — would  not  con- 
science and  principle,  so  nluch  plead  in  this  controversy — appear  much 
flaore  consistent  in  every  view  of  the  subject,  in  striking  at  the  rodt 
of  the  evil,  in  the  organic  structure  of  the  church,  than  in  seeking  its 
personification  in  Bishop  Andrew,  protected  although  he  be  by  the 
law,  and  proceeding  to  punish  him,  by  way  of  calling  off  attention 
from  the  known  toleration  of  the  same  thing,  in  other  aspects  atid  re- 
lations? 

Impelled  by  conscience  and  principle  to  the  illegal  arrest  of  a 
Bishop,  because  he  has  incidentally,  by  bequest,  inheritance,  and 
marriage,  come  into  possession  of  slave  property,  in  no  instance  in* 
leading  to  possess  himself  of  such  property,  how  long  wiU  conscience 
and  principle  leave  other  minist^s,  or  even  lay  meiAb^rs,  undisturbed^ 
wlio  oiay  happen  to  b«  in  die  sa^ia  category  with  Bishop  Andrew  t 
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Will  assurances  be  given  that  the  lawlessness  of  ezpedienej,  < 
trolled,  as  in  such  case  it  must  be,  by  prejudice  and  passion,  irill  ex- 
tend no  further — that  there  shall  be  no  further  curtailment  of  right  aa 
it  regards  the  southern  ministry?  Yet  what  is  the  security  c^  the 
south  in  the  case  ?  Is  the  public  faith  of  this  body,  as  instanced  iu 
the  recent  violations  of  the  compromise  law,  to  be  relied  upon  as  the 
guarantee  for  the  redemption  of  the  pledge  ?  What  would  such  fledge 
or  assurance  be  but  to  remind  the  south  that  any  departure  at  all  from 
the  great  conservative  pledge  of  law,  to  which  we  appeal,  was  much 
more  effectually  guarded  against  originally,  than  it  is  possible  to  guard 
against  any  subsequent  infringement,  and  to  make  the  south  feel  fiv- 
ther  that  disappointment  in  the  first  instance  must  compel  distrust  with 
regard  to  the  future  ?  The  church  having  specific  law  on  the  si^ 
ject,  all  questions  involving  slavery  must  inevitably,  by  intention  of 
law,  come  within  the  purview  of  such  special  provision,  and  cannot 
be  judged  of  by  any  other  law  or  standard,  without  a  most  daring  de« 
parture  from  all  the  rules  and  sobrieties  of  judicial  procedure,  and  the 
undersigned  accordingly  except  to  the  action  of  the  majority  in  rela- 
tion to  Bishop  Andrew,  as  not  only  without  sanction  of  law,  but  in 
conflict  with  rights  created  by  law. 

5.  As  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  now  organized,  and  ac- 
cording to  its  organization  since  1784,  the  Episcopacy  is  ji  co-ordinate 
branch,  the  executive  department  proper  of  the  government.  A 
Bishop  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  not  a  mere  creature — 
is  in  no  prominent  sense  an  officer  of  the  General  Conference.  The 
General  Conference,  as  such,  cannot  constitute  a  Bishop.  It  is  true 
the  Annual  Conferences  select  the  Bishops  of  the  church,  by  the  suf- 
frage of  their  delegates,  in  General  Conference  assembled ;  but  the 
General  Conference,  in  its  capacity  of  a  representative  body  or  any 
other  in  which  it  exists,  does  not  possess  the  power  of  ordination, 
without  which  a  Bishop  cannot  be  constituted. 

The  Bishops  are  beyond  a  doubt  an  integral  constituent  part  of  the 
General  Conference,  made  such  by  law  and  the  constitution ;  and  be* 
cause  elected  by  the  General  Conference,  it  does  not  follow  that  they 
are  subject  to  the  will  of  that  body,  except  in  conformity  with  legal 
right  and  the  provisions  of  law,  in  the  {premises.  In  this  sense,  ai^ 
80  viewed,  they  are  subject  to  the  General  Conference,  and  this  is 
sufficient  limitation  of  their  power,  unless  the  government  itself  is  to 
be  considered  irregular  and  unbalanced  in  the  co-ordinate  relations  of 
its  parts.  In  a  sense  by  no  means  unimportant  the  General  Confer- 
ence is  as  much  the  creature  of  the  Episcopacy,  as  the  Bishops  are 
the  creatures  of  the  General  Conference.  Constitutionallynhe  Bish- 
ops alone  have  the  right  to  fix  the  time  of  holding  the  Annual  Confer- 
ences, and  should  they  refuse  or  neglect  to  do  so,  no  Annual  Confer- 
ence could  meet,  according  to  law,  and,  by  consequence,  no  delegates 
could  be  chosen,  and  no  General  Conference  could  be  chosen,  or  even 
exist.  And  because  this  is  so,  what  would  be  thought  of  the  imper- 
tinent pretension,  should  the  Episcopacy  claim  that  the  General  Con- 
ference is  the  mere  creature  of  their  wiU?  As  eaeeutive  officers  9b 
well  as  paskpd  awrseerst  the  Bishops  belong  to  the  church  as  sndb. 


.wid  s(^  to  the  G«&eial  C<»iferenee  as  one  of  ito  oovnsab  or  otgaas  el 
aotioB  morel;. 

..  The  Geoexal  Conference  is  in  no  sense  the  churcl\,  not  even  repre- 
sentatively. It  is  merely  the  representative  organ  of  the  cfanrch,  widi 
limited  powers  to  do  ito  business,  in  the  discharge  of  a  delegated 
tniet. 

Because  Bishops  are  in  part  constituted  by  the  General  GonferMice» 
the  power  of  removal  does  not  follow.  Episcopacy  even  in  the  Metho* 
dist  Church  is  not  a  mere  s^ppointment  to  labour.  It  is  an  official  con* 
«ecrated  station,  under  the  protection  of  law,  and  can  only  be  dan* 
gerouB  as  the  law  is  bad,  or  the  churph  corrupt.  The  power  to  ap> 
point  does  not  necessarily  involve  the  power  to  remove;  and  when 
the  appointing  power  is  derivative,  as  in  the  case  of  the  General  Con- 
ierence,  the  power  of  removal  does  nof  accrue  at  all,  unless  by  con- 
sent of  the  co-ordinate  branches  of  the  government,  exjnessed  by  law, 
made  and  provided,  in  the  case.  When  the  legislature  of  a  stale,  to 
iq>peal  to  analogy  for  illustration,  Appoints  a  judge  or  senator  in  con- 
fess, doee  the  judge  or  senator  thereby  become  the  officer  or  creature 
of  the  legislature,  or  is  he  the  officer  or  senatorial  representative  of  the 
state,  of  which  the  legislature  is  the  mere  organ  t  And  does  the  ' 
power  of  removal  follow  that  of  appointment  ?  The  answer  is  negap 
tive,  in  both  cases,  and  applies  equally  to  the  Bishops  of  the  Metho- 
•dist  Episcopal  Church,  who,  instead  of  being  the  officers  and  crea- 
tures of  the  General  Conference,  are  da  facto  |be  office^rs  and  servants 
of  the  church,  chosen  by  the  General  Conference,  as  its  organ  oif 
action,  and  no  right  of  removal  accrues,  except  as  they  fail  to  accom* 
idish  the  aims  of  the  church  in  their  appoiniment,  and  then  only  is 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  law.  But  when  a  Bishop  is  sus» 
pended,  or  informed  that  it  ia  the  wish  or  will  of  the  GiBneral  Confer^ 
once  that  he  cease  to  perform  the  functions  of  Bishop,  for  doing  what 
the  law  of  the  same  body  allows  him  to  do,  and  of  course  without  in« 
tuning  the  hazard  of  punishment,  or  even  blame,  then  the  whole  pro- 
cedure becomes  an  outrage  upon  justice,  as  well  as  law. 

The  assumption  of  power  by  the  General  Conference  beyond  the 
warrant  of  law,  to  which  we  object,  and  against  which  we  protest,  wiH 
lead,  if  carried  into  practice,  to  a  direct  violation  of  one  of  the  restrii>> 
tive  rules  of  the  constitution.  Suppose  it  had  been  the  ^  sense"  of 
thie  General  Conference,  when  tibe  late  eommunication  from  the  Bishops 
was  respectfully  submitted  to  the  Conference,  that  such  communication 
-was  an  interference  with  their  rights  and  duties — an  attempt  to  tamper 
with  the  purity  and  independence,  and  therefore  an  outrage  upon  the 
claims  and  dignity  of  the  Conference  not  to  be  borne  with.  And  pro^- 
needing  a  step  further,  suppose  it  had  been  the  **  sense"  of  the  CoBr 
ferenca  that  they  aU  desist  from  .performing  the  functions  of  Bishopf 
until  the  *'  impediment"  of  such  offence  had  been  removed^-assume  this* 
(and,  ap  £ar  as  mere  l^w  is  concerned,  no  law  being  violated  in  either 
case,  it  was  just  as  likely  as  the  movement  against  Bishop  Andrew,) 
and  had  it  taken  place,  what  had  become  of  the  general  superintendency  ? 
If  a  Bishop  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  may,  witlM>ut  law,  and 
at  the  inatance  of  mere  pa^rty  ojipediency,  be  suspended  from  the 
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taerwo  of,  the  «pf(n>prial»  limctio&s  of  his  offleo,  to  oao  81^  hb  mmj 

for  another.  Admit  this  doctrine,  and  by  what  tenure  do  the  Bishopa 
hold  office  T  One  thing  is  certain,  whatever  other  teaitte  there  may 
foe,  they  do  not  hold  office  according  to  hw. 

The  proYiaions  of  law  and  the  faithful  perfonnanee  of  4uty,  npoa 
this  theory  of  official  tenure,  afford  no  security.  Admit  thia  claiin  d 
nhaoiutimn,  as  regards  right  and  powers  on  the  part  of  the  General 
Conference,  and  Sie  Bishops  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  are 
diaves,  and  the  men  constituting  this  body  their  masten»  and  headers. 
They  are  in  office  only  at  the  ^scretion  of  a  majority  of  the  General 
Conference,  without  the  restraints  or  protection  of  law<  Bodi  the  law 
and  themselves  are  liaUe  and  likely  at  any  time  to  be  orefbome  and 
trampled  upon  together,  as  exen^lified  in  the  case  Of  Bishop  Andre-w^ 
If  the  doctrine  against  which  we  protest  be  admitted,  the  episcopal 
office  is,  at  best,  but  a  quadrennial  term  of  service,  and  the  undersigned 
mre  compelled  to  think  that  a  man  who  would  remain  a  Bishop,  or  ailovr 
himself  to  be  made  one^  under  such  circumstances,  *<  desires  a  good 
work,"  and  is  prepared  for  self 'Sacrifice,  qvAie  beyond  the  comprehensicm 
of  ordinary  piety. 

As  it  regards  Bishop  Andrew,  if  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  that  tlie 
action  in  his  case,  was  intended  only  to  tidvise  and  request  him  to  desist 
from  hia  office,  it  does  not  in  any  way  affect  the  real  or  relative  character 
of  the  movement.  When  a  body  claiming  the  light  to  compel,  asks 
the  resignatioi^of  an  officer,  the  request  is  to  all  official  and  moral  puiv 
poses  comptdsorifj  as  it  loads  the  officer  with  disability,  and  gives  notice 
of  assumed  un worthiness,  if  not  criminality.  The  request  has  all  the 
force  of  a  mandate,  inasmuch  as  the  officer  is  by  such  request  eonw 
polled  either  to  resign  or  remain  in  office  contrary  to  the  loiown  will 
of  the  majority.  A  simple  request,  therefore,  und^  the  oiroutnstancee 
«uj^posed,  carries  with  it  all  the  force  of  a  decree,  and  is  so  understood, 
it  IS  believed,  by  all  the  world. 

T6  request  Bii^op  Andrew  to  resign,  therefore,  in  view  of  all  the 
facts  and  relations  of  the  case,  was,  in  the  judgment  of  the  minority, 
10  punish  and  degrade^  him  *,  and  they  maintain  that  the  whole  move 
inent  was  without  atitfaodty  of  law,  is  hence  of  neoetotty  null  anrd 
Tdid,  and  therefore  not  binding  upon  Bishop  Andrei,  or  ^e  minority 
|iroteeting  against  it. 

6.  We  protest  against  tiie  act  of  the  majority,  instructing  Bishop 
Andrew  to  Resist  from  the  e^tercise  of  his  office,  not  merely  on  account 
of  the  injfi$tlce  and  evil  connecting  with  the  act  itself,  but  because 
the  act  must  be  understood  as  the  exponent  of  prtnciples  and  purposes, 
as  it  regards  the  nmon  of  the  north  bnd  south  in  the  Methodise  Episco^ 
pal  Church,  well  nigh  destroying  ftll  h(^  of  its  perpetuity.  The  %me 
position  of  the  parties  in  relatioli  to  iei  long-existing  codventlotttl 
arrangement,  on  the  subject  of  slavery  and  abolition,  has  been  fhlly 
imdet  tiotiee ;  and  whett  me»  of  years  and  wisdom,  experiente  and 
leatning-^men  of  nO  oommon  weight  of  character,  and  with  a  weii^ 
earned  aristocracy  of  charch  inftaence  thrown  about  them,  assume  and 
ideelare,  in  acvion  M  well  as  debate,  that  what  a  plain  fow  of  the  chinrck 
^^hb  mly  tew  applicable  in  the  ftee-^n«taifled  and  efnfbtced,  to^,  hf 
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^H  ««|>lsiiiM0iy deefee  ^ftbJB  body^at  a  jireiioos  AestioB-^Hlect^  shall 
i90t  bo  a  disqualification  for  office,  in  any^  grade  in  the  ministry^ when 
«uch  in«A»  th^  law  and  decision  of.  the  C^neral  Conference  notwith* 
standing,  aro  hesvd  declanng  that  what  law  provide^  for  aiid  protects 
nevertheless  aksafs  has  be$n  ^niaiwayssfuiR  bewL  disqualiioation,  what 
further  evideaoe  is  wanting  to  show  that  the  compr(mise  basis  of  union, 
from  which  the  sonih  his  neverawbrved,  has  been  abandoned  both  by  the 
northern  and  middle  Conferences,  with  a  few  exceptions  in  the  latter, 
and  thatprinc^les  and  ptiiposes  are  entertained  by  the  majority,  driving 
the  soii^h  to  extreme  action,  in  defence  both  of  their  rights  and  reputa- 
tion ?  And  how  far  tlie  long  traiq  of  eTen^ul  sequences,  attendant  upon 
the  threatened  result  of  divisioa,  may  be  traceable  toihb  northern  and 
middle  Conferences,  by  the  issue  tluw  proroked,  is  a  question  to  be 
settled  not  by  us,  but  by  our  cotemponuries  and  posterity. 

li  is  matter  of  history,  with  regfard  to  the  past,  and  will  not  be 
questioQed,  that  now,  as  formerly,  tlM  south  is  upon  &e  bans  of  the  Dis« 
ciplihei  on  the  snbject  of  slavery.  The  minority  believe  it  equally 
cerGEiin  that  this  is  not  true  with  regard  to  &e  north  proper  especially. 
In  view,  thev,  of  the  unity  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  which 
|>arty  has  been,  in  equity,  entitled  to  the  sympathy  and  protection  of 
the  middle  and  umpire  Conferences  ?  those  who  through  good  and  evil 
report  have  kept  good  faith  and  adhered  to  law,  or  those  whose  opinions 
^and  purposes  nave  led  them  to  seek  a  istate  of  things  in  advance  of  law, . 
asid  thus  dishouour  its  forms  and  sanctions  % 

7.  £n  proportion  as  the  minority  appreciate  and  cling  to  the  unity 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  they  are  bound,  further,  to  except 
to  the  position  of  the  majority^  in  this  controversy.  Allow  that  Bishop 
Andrew,  without  however  any  infringement  of  law,  is,  on  account  of 
ius  connection  with  slavery,  unacceptable  in  the  northern  Conferences. 
It  is  equally  known  to  the  majority  that  any  Bishop  of  the  church, 
either  violating,  or  submitting  to  a  violation  of  the  compromise  charter  of 
UQioa  between  the  north  and  the  south,  without  proper  and  public  remon- 
strance, cannot  be  acceptable  in  the  south,  and  need  not  appear  there. 
By  pressing  the  idsuo  in  ^estion,  therefote,  the  majority  virtually 
dissolve  the  govermnent  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  because 
in  every  constitutional  aspect  it  is  sundered  by  so  crippling  a  co-ordi- 
nate brauch  of  it  as  to  destroy  the  itinemat  general  superintendence 
altogether.  Whenever  it  is  clearly  ascertained  that  the  compromise 
law  of  the  church,  regulating  slavery  and  abolition,  is  abandoned,  every 
Bishop,  each  of  the  venerable  aud  excellent  mep  who  now  adorn  the 
church  and  its  counsels,  ceases  to  be  a  general  Superintendeut :  the 
law  of  union,  the  principle  of  gravitation,  binding  us  together,  is  dis-^ 
solved,  a»d  the  general  supisrintendency  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal^ 
Church  it  no  more  \  ■ 

8.  The  south  have  not  been  led  thus  to  protest  merely  because  of: 
the  treatment  received  by  Bishop  Audrew,  or  the  kindred  action  of  this 
body  in  other  matters.  The  abandonment  of  the  compromise — the' 
official  r^Eusal  by  the  majority,  as  we  have  understood  them,  to  abide 
ike  .arbiframent  of  law — ^is  their  principal  ground  .  of  complaint  and; 
XAmonsivaBcei    If  the  M^ntirity  havi^  not  ei^rely  miisunderstood  the 


198  TJkPtif$i$t. 

majority,  the  abolition  tod  anti-slavexjr  principles  of  the  north  will  no 
longer  allow  them  to  submit  to  the  law  of  the  Discipline  on  the  general 
subject  of  slarery  and  abolition ;  and  if  this  be  so,  if  the  compromise 
law  be  either  repealed  or  allowed  to  remain  a  dead  letter,  the  sou^ 
cannot  stUrndt^  <md  the  ahsohtte  necessity  cf  dnriswn  is  aheady  date&. 
And  should  the  exigent  eircmnstances  in  which  the  minority  find  them- 
selves placed,  by  the  facts  and  developments  alluded  to  iii  this  remon- 
strance, reader  it  finally  necessary  that  the  southern  Conferences  should 
have  a  separate^  independent  existence,  it  is  hoped  that  the  character 
and  servipes  of  the  minority,  together  with  the  numbers  and  claims  of 
the  ministry  and  membership  of  the  portion  of  ^e  ehmrch  r^resented 
by  thcQi,  not  less  than  similar  reasons  and  considerations  on  the  part 
of  the  northern  and  middle  Conferences,  will  suggest  the  high  moral 
fitness  of  meeting  this  great  emergency  with  strong  add  steady  purpose 
to  do  justice  to  all  concerned.  And  it  is  believed  that,  approaching 
the  subject  in  this  way,  it  will  be  found  practicable  to  devise  and  adopt 
such  measures  and  arrangements,  present  and  prospective,  as  wfll 
secure  an  amicable  division  of  the  church  upon  the  broad  principles 
of  right  and  equity,  and  destined  to  result  in  the  common  good  of  the 
great  body  of  ministers  and  members  found  on  either  side  th»  Una 
cf  separation. 

Signed  by  the  following  delegates,  via. : — 

Keniuchy  Conference — H.  B,  Bascom,  Wm.  Gunn,  H.  H.  Ravananghr, 
E.  Stevenson,  B.  T.  Crouch,  G.  W.  Brush.  Jtfwotiri— W.  W.  Red- 
man, W.  Patton,  J.  C.  Berryman,  J.  M.  Jameson.  Holston — £•  F. 
feevier,  S.  Patton,  T.  Stringfield.  Tennessee-^R.  Paine,  J.  B.  M'Fer- 
rin,  A.  L.  P.  Green,  T.  Madden.  North  Ccir<rftiia— J.  T.  Blake,  J. 
Jameson,  P.  Jk)ub.  O^M^--<E.  W.  Sehon.  Menmhis-^G.  W.  D.  Har- 
ris, S.  S.  Moody,  W.  M'Mahan,  T.  Joyner.  Arkansas-^J.  C.  Parker, 
W.  P.  Ratcliffe,  A.  Hunter.  Virgima—3,  Early,  T.  Crowder,  W.  A. 
Smith,  L.  M.  Lee.  Mississijqn^^W.  Winans,  B.  M.  Drake,  J.  Lane, 
G.  M.  Rogers.  Phaadelphia-^h  T.  Cooper,  W.  Cooper,  T:  J.  Thomp- 
son, Henry  White.  Texas^^L.  Fowler.  lUinois — N.  C.  Berryman,  J. 
Stamper.  Atabama-^J,  Boring,  J.  Hamilton,  W.  Murrah,  G.  Garrett. 
Georgia^G.  F.  Pierce,  W.  J.  Parks,  L.  Pierce,  J.  W.  Glenn,  J.  E. 
Evans,  A.  B.  Longstreet.  Soitth  Carolina — W.  Capers,  W.  M.  Wight- 
man,  C.  Betts,  S.  Dunwody,  H.  A.  C.  Walker.  NcuhJersey-^T.  Sove- 
reign, T.  Neal. 

I.— Wt  BASeOM'S  LETTER. 
Rev.  Bishops  Soulcj  Redding,  Waugh^  and  Morris .-— • 

Mv  Dear  BrkthR£n» — ^That  part  of  the  Protest^  presented  to  the 
General  Conference  yesterday,  which  relates  to  the  Bishops  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  ChiSrch  maintaining  the  compromise  lam  of  the 
Discipline,  on  the  subject  of  slavery  and  ^ciiticn,  was  intended  as  the 
declaration  of  a  princ^lc^  to  which  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  sooth  to  ad- 
here ;  but  was  not  intended  to  convey^  the  idea,  that  any  member  of 
the  eansting  ^ench  of  Bishops  was  in  any  way  delinquent  widi  regard 
to  the  law  of  the  church  ia  question.    If  any  such  impressioa  ba»  bsea 
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B,  in  aiqr  qoaftmr;  it  is  deeply  legretted.  It  is  the  opinion  of  &• 
writer  a|id  signers  of  the  Protest  alluded  to,  that  the  Bishops  addressed 
in  this  communication  have,  at  different  times,  and  in  different  forms, 
sufficiently  declared  themselves  on  the  subject  under  notice ;  and  so  far 
from  intending  to  impugn  the  Bishops  in  any  way,  the  min<mty  signing 
the  Protest  are  ready  at  all  times  to  endorse  the  purity  and  impartiality 
with  which  they  have  maintained  and  enforced  the  law  and  doctrine- 
of.  the  church,  on  the  subject  of  slavery  and  abolition. 

In  behalf  of  the  southern  delegations  signing  the  Protest,  veiy  truly 
and  respectfully,  H.  B.  Bascov. 

NeuhYark^  June  7,1844. 


K.— REPLY  TO  THE  PROTEST. 

Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Statement  of  the  Facts 
connected  with  the  Proceedings  in  the  Case  of  Bishop  Andrew. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  statement  of  the  facts  in  the 
case  of  Bishop  Andrew,  and  to  examine  the  Protest -of  the  minority, 
regret  that  the  circumstances  under  which  they  have. been  compelled 
to  act  have  prevented  their  preparing  so  complete  a  report  as  the  im- 
portance of  the  subject  demands.  The  Protest  was  not  placed  under 
their  command  until  Friday  afternoon,  and  immediately  afterward  two 
of  the  original  committee  had  to  withdraw,  one  of  them  being  ill,  and 
the  other  having  been  elected  Bishop ;  nor  were  their  {daces  supplied 
until  Saturday  evening.  It  is  under  these  disadvantages,  and  amid  the 
pressure  of  important  Conference  business,  that  they  have  been  re- 
quired to  prepare  a  document  in  relation  to  some  of  the  most  important 
questions  that  have  ever  engaged  the  attenticm  of  the  church.  It  is 
believed,  however,  that  the  following  statement  of  law  and  facts  will 
be  a  sufficient  notice  of  the  Protest  which  has  been  referred  to  them. 

As  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Conference  in  the  case  of  Bishop 
Andrew  were  not  judicial,  its  decision  has  gone  forth  to  the  public 
unaccompanied  by  the  reasons  and  facts  upon  which  this  action  was 
founded.  This  deficiency  is  but  partially  supplied  by  the  published 
reports  of  the  debate  on  the  subject.  The  speakers  who  advocated 
the  resolution  were  restrained  by  a  praiseworthy  delicacy  from  all 
avoidable  allusions  which  might  give  pain  to  the  respected  individual 
concerned,  or  awaken  unpleasant  emotions  in  any  quarter.  It  is  but 
natural  that,  under  these  circumstances,  some  misunderstanding  should 
prevail  as  to  the  merits  of  the  case.  The  following  statement,  it  is 
believed,  contains  nothing,  at  least  so  far  as  facts  are  concerned, 
which  will  not  be  cheerfully  confirmed  by  all  parties,  and  will  throw 
light  upon  the  true  position  of  the  authors  of  the  Protest. 

From  the  first  institution  of  the  Episcopacy  of  the  Methodist  Epis* 
copal  Church,  no  slaveholder  has  been  elected  to  that  dignity,  though, 
in  several  instances,  candidates,  otherwise  eminently  fitted  for  the  sta- 
tion, have  failed  of  success  solely  on  account  of  this  impediment 
Since  the  period  referred  to,  nine  Bishops  have  been  elected,  who 
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gortheni  meD»  wbile  m  were  n^tivee  of  alaveboldiBg  states.  Not  oae, 
Qwever,  was  a  slaveholder  i  a  remarkable  fact,  which  shows  rerf 
clearly,  that  while  much  more  than  their  just  claim  has  been  conceded 
to  the  slaveholding  portions  of  the  chovch,  a  decided  and  uniform  re- 
pugnance has,  from  the  first,  been  felt  and  manifested  to  the  ocevpancy 
of  that  high  office  by  a  slaveholder. 

It  is  known  and  acknowledged  by  all  southern  brethren,  that  Bishop 
Andrew  was  nominated  by  the  delegates  from  the  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia  Conferences,  as  a  southern  candidate  for  whom  northern  men 
might  vote,  without  doing  violence  to  their  principles,  as  he  was  no 
slaveholder.  Bishop  Andrew  himself  perfectly  understood  the  ground 
of  his  election,  and  often  said  that  he  was  indebted  to  his  poverty  for 
his  promotion.  Since  the  year  1832,  the  anti-slavery  sentiment  in  the 
church,  as  well  as  in  the  whole  civilized  world,  has  constantly  and 
rapidly  gained  ground;  and  within  the  last  year  or  two  it  has  been 
roused  to  a  special  and  most  earnest  opposition  to  the  introduction  of 
a  slaveholder  into  the  episcopal  office — an  event  which  many  were  led 
to  fear,  by  certain  intimations  published  in  the  Southern  Christian 
Advocate,  the  Richmond  Christian  Advocate,  and  perhaps  some  other 
Methqdist  periodicals.  This  opposition  produoed  the  profoundest 
anxiety  through  most  of  the  non-slaveholding  Conferences.  The  sub- 
ject was  discussed  everywhere,  and  the  dreaded  event  nniVersalty 
deprecat^  as  the  most  fearful  calamity  that  ever  threatened  the 
church.  Many  Conferences  instructed  their  delegates  to  use  all  pos« 
sible  means  to  avert  such  an  evil.  Other  Conferences,  and  many 
thousand  laymen,  sent  up  petitions  and  memorials  to  the  same  effect 
to. the  present  General  Conference.  Such  was  the  state  of  sentiment 
and  of  apprehension  in  the  northern  portion  of  the  church,  when  the 
cblegates  to  the  General  Conference  learned,  on  reaching  this  city, 
that  Bishop  Andrew  had  become  a  slaveholder.  The  profound  grief, 
the  utter  dismay,  which^  was  produced  by  this  astounding  intelligence, 
can  be  fully  appreciated  only  by  those  who  have,  participated  in  '  the 
distressing  scenes  which  have  since  been  enacted  in  the  General 
GonfeFence. 

When  the  first  emotions  of  surprise  and  sorrow  had  so  far  subsided 
as  to  allow  oi  sober  thought  and  inquiry,  it  was  ascertained  that  Bishop 
Andrew  had  been  a  slaveholder  for  several  years.  Soon  after  his 
election  to  the  Episcopacy,  a  lady  of  Augusta  bequeathed  him  a  female 
skve,  on  condition  that  she  should  be  sent  to  Liberia  at  nineteen  years 
c£  age,  if  her  consent  to  emigrate  could  be  obtained — otherwise  she 
was  to  be  made  as  free  as  the  laws  of  Georgia  would  permit.  She  re- 
fused to  emigrate,  has  since  married,  and  is  now  enjoying  all  the  pri- 
vileges provided,  for  in  the  will  of  her  former  mistress  : — she  i^,  and 
must  be,  a  slave~-she  and  her  children — and  liable  to  all  that  may 
b^sdl  slaves.  Another  slave  Bishop  Andrew  has  inherited  from  the 
mother  of  his  former  wife,  and  by  his  recent  marriage  he  has  become 
tke  owner  of  (it  was  said  on  the  floor  of  the  General  Conference) 
fourteen  or  fifteen  more.  These  belonged  to  Mrs.  Andrew  in  her  own 
ri|^  before  her  marriage.     That  act,  according  to  the  laws  of  Geor- 
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\  pleaded.  He  conveyed  them  to  a  trustee,  for  the  joint  use  of  bim- 
eeli  aaoid  wife,  of  wliom  the  survivor  is  to  be  the  sole  owner.  TUs 
conveyanoe  was  made  for  the  security  of  Mrs.  Andrew^  and  with  ao 
view  either  to  satisfy  or  to  mi^slead  the  opinions  of  the  northern  chttreh. 
So  mucbi  at  least,  Bishop  Andrew  was  understood  to  say  to  the  Coo« 
fereoce.  His  known  integrity  forbids  the  suspicion  that  he  would 
attenotpt  to  disguise  the  real  character  of  the  transaction ;  and  the  fact 
that  the  ee^mings  of  the  slaves,  as  well  as  the  reversionary  title  to  then, 
are  his,  demonstratea  that  this  arrangeniMit  was  not  made  with  any 
view  to  satisfy  the  well*known  sentiments  of  the  church  against  a 
slaveholding  Bishop.  It  is  manifeat  ftom  this  statement,  which  is  be- 
lieved to  be  strictly  correct,  that  Bishop  Andrew's  conseation  with 
slavery  is-^not  as  the  Protest  intimates,  merely  an  "  apsumption,"  hot 
that  he  is  the  owner  of  slaves,  in  the  full  and  ]»oper  sense  of  that  teim. 
His  Utle  was  acquired  by  bequest,  l^  inheritance,  and  by  marriage, 
which  are  by  far  the  moat  common  grounds  of  ownership  in  slaves. 
All  the  usual  and  necessary' conditions  of  slaveiy  have  their  fulfil- 
ment in  the  relation  of  these  persons  to  Bishop  Andrew.  Their  la- 
bour and  their  earnings  are  subject  to  his  control,  and  inure  to  his 
benefit  and  that  of  his  family.  They  are  now  liable,  or  they  may  bb 
hereafter,  to  he  sold  ;  they  and  their  ofibpring  are  doomed,  as  the  case 
jiow  stands,  to  a  bondage  that  is  perpetual,  and  they  are  liable  and 
likely  to  descend  to  his  heirs.  Beyond  all  reasonable  doubt,  the  con- 
dition of  Bishop  Andrew's  slaves  will  be  attended,  while  he  lives,  with 
all  the  alleviations — and  these  are  many  and  great — which  a  very  be- 
nevolent and  Christian  n/aster  can  provide.  Still  it  must  be  slavery. 
In  the  view  of  the  law  of  the  land,  and  of  the  law  of  the  Discipline, 
in  all  its  more  weighty  and  permanent  consequences  to  the  bondman, 
it  is  and  must  be  slavery.  It  was  said  repeatedly  on  the  floor  of  the 
Conference,  that  the  deed  of  trust  had  put  it  quite  beyond  Bishc^ 
Andrew's  power  to  free  his  slaves,  even  if  there  were  no  otherobstacle. 
So  then,  should  the  stringent  laws  of  Georgia  against  emancipation 
be  relaxed  or  repealed  by  her  next  legislature,  the  rule  of  the  Disei- 
pline,  which  would  then  become  imperative  on  Bishop  Andrew,  coukT 
not,  and  would  not,  be  satisfied,  and  the  church  must  still  have  a 
slaveholding  Bishop,  in  spite,  not  only  of  its  known  will,  but  of  its 
standing  laws. 

It  was  the  almost  unanimous  opinion  of  the  delegates  from  the  aoa^ 
slaveholding  Conferences  that  Bishop  Andrew  could  not  continue  to 
exercise  his  episcopal  functions  under  existing  circumstances,  withbot 
producing  results  extensively  disastrous  to  the  chtorch  in  the  north ; 
and  from  this  opinion  the  brethren  of  the  south  did  not  disfsent.  For 
a  while  the  hope  jvas  entertained  that  the  difilculty  would  be  quietly 
removed  by  his  resigning  his  office,  which  it  was  known  he  had  pre- 
viously desired  to  do.  But  this  hope  was  dissipated  by  the'  intelli^ 
gence  that'^e  delegates  ^om  the  Conferences  in  the  slaveh<dding 
states  had  been  eonvened,  atid  that  they  had  unaaimousfy  advised  hhtt 
not  to  resign.  Various  efforts  were  then  made  in  private  to  deviM 
some  method  to  relieve  the  case,  but  they  8.11  proved  abortive,  and 
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iiodiiag  TemaiiMd  but  tkat  it  most  come  before  the  General  Confer- 
ence.  The  Biehope  themselres,  in  iheir  anited  Address  to  the  Con- 
ference, had  urged  it  to  ascertain  whether  there  has  been  any  depart- 
ure from  the  essential  principles  *<  of  the  general  itinerant  superin* 
tendency,"  and  had  declared  of  that  superiritendency  that  '*  the  plan 
of  its  operation  is  general^  embracing  the  whole  work  in  eonneedoncd 
^rder,  and  not  diocesan^  or  sectional.  Consequently  any  division  of  the 
work  into  districts,  or  otherwise,  so  as  to  create  a  particular  charge, 
with  any  other  view,  or  in  any  order,  than  as  a  prudential  measure  to 
aecure  to  all  the  Conferences  the  annual  visits  of  th^  Superintendents, 
would  be  an  innovation  on  the  system" — ^that  "  our  superintfndeney 
tmut  he  itinerant,  and  not  local  :"-^hat  "  it  was  wisely  provided  in  the 
agratem  of  Methodism,  from  its  very  foundation,  that  it  should  be  the 
duty  of  the  Superintendents  *  to  travel  through  the  connection  at  large.*** 
The  question  then  presented  itself,  how  the  case  of  Bishop  Andrew 
oould  be  80  disposed  of  as  to  preserve  this  itinerant  general  superin- 
tendency  ?  If  the  General  Conference  had  even  been  disposed  to 
evade  it,  the  consideration  of  it  was  f(»:ced  upon  them  by  the  episco- 
pal Address  itself.  * 

A  diversity  of  sentiment  existed  as  to  the  proper  method  of  treating 
the  ease. 

Some,  at  least,  believed — ^perhaps  few  doubted,  that  sufficient  ground 
existed  for  impeachment  on  a  charge  of  '*  improper  conduct"  under  the 
express  provisions  of  the  Discipline.  The  opinion  was  certainly 
entertained  in  sereral  quarters  that  it  was  <*  improper"  for  the  Shep- 
herd and  Bishop  of  eleven  hundred  thousand  souls  either  deliberately 
or  heedlessly  to  place  himself  in  direct  and  irreconcilable  con^ct  with 
die  known  and  cherished  moral  sentiments  of  a  large  majority  of  hia 
vast  flock.  Such,  however,  was  the  prevalence  of  moderate  counsels, 
that  no  proposal  was  made  either  to  impeach  or  punish,  and  such  the 
controlling  influence  of  forbearance  and  kindness,  that  it  is  believed 
not  one  word  was  uttered  during  the  entire  debate  of  nearly  a  fortnight 
derogatory  to  the  character,  or  justly  offensive  to  the  feelings,  of 
Bishop  Andrew.  The  transaction  which  had  brought  such  distress 
upon  the  church,  and  threatened  such  extensive  ruin,  was  dealt  with 
merely  as  a  fact — as  a  practical  difficulty — ^for  the  removal  or  pallia- 
lion  of  which  it  was  the  duty  of  the  General  Conference  to  provide. 
It  was  in  this  spirit,  and  for  such  ends,  that  the  following  preamble 
and  resolution  were  passed : — 

^*  Whereas,  the  Discipline  of  our  church  forbids  the  doing  aaything 
calculated  to  destroy  our  itinerant  general  superintendency,  imd  where- 
as Bishop  Andrew  has  become  connected  with  slavery  by  marrii^ 
and  otherwise,  and  this  act  having  drawn  after  it  circumstances  which 
in  the  estimation  of  the  General  Conference  will  greatly  embarrass 
he  exercise  of  his  office  as  an  itinerant  general  Superintendent,  if  not 
in  some  places  entirely  prevent  it ;  therefore, 

'<  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  General  Conference  that  he 
desist  from  the  exercise  of  this  office  so  long  as  this  impediment  re* 

J.   B.   FiNLEY, 

J.  M.  Trimblb." 


T%e  ^etioii  of  the  GeoenX  CkMiferenee  was  neidier  jndiekl  nor 
pmiitiTe.  It  neither  achieipes  nor  latends  a  depoettioo,  nor  so  nmeh 
as  a  legal  suspension.  Bishop  Andrew  is  still  a  Bishop ;  md  should 
he,  against  tlra  expressed  sense  of  the  General  Conference,  pvoceed 
in  the  discharge  of  his  functions,  his  official  acts  wonld  be  valid. 

Soeh  are  ihe  facts  in  the  case  of  Bishop  Andrew.  We  now  proceed 
to  notice  the  law<  Nearly  all  the  objections  raised  in  the  Protesi 
against  the  action  of  the  General  Conference  may  be  reduced  to  two^ 
▼iz.,  that  that  body  has  ridated  the  amsHiutionai  and  the  sMatory  law 
of  the  church.  'XhsX  it  has  violated  the  constitotional  law  the  Protest 
attempts  to  prove  by  representing  its  late  action  as  a  breach  of  what  it 
calls  **  the  compromise  law  of  the  church  on  the  subject  of  slavery  ;** 
naeaning,  as  is  supposed^  the  section  on  slavery,  particularly  that  paraf* 
graph  which  relates  to  travelling  preachers.  The  entire  language  oa 
diis  subject  is.  evidently  formed  so  as  to  make  the  impression  on  any 
reader  not  intimately  acquainted  with  the  history  and  Discifdine  of  tfaie 
Methodiist  Episcopal  Church,  that  therelias  been  some  period  ( whetbs? 
1804  dr  1816  does  not  clearly  appear  from  the  Protest^  when  the  <iues« 
tion  of  slavery  was  settled  in  tl^  Methodist  £piscq>al  Church  as  it 
was  in  the  general  government  at  the  adopticm  of  the  federal  constitu- 
tion,— that  ^*  the.  confederating  Annual  Conferences,"  **  after  a  vexed 
and  protracted  negotiation,"  met  in  convention,  and  the  section  on  sla* 
yery  "  was  finaDy  agreed  to  by  the  parties  after  a  long  and  fearful 
struggle,"  as  *'  a  compact,"  "  a  treaty,"  which  cannot  be  Stored  by  the 
General  Conference  tmtil  certain  constitutional  restrictions  are  removed. 
So  that  now  any  interference  on  the  part  of  that  body  with  the  ques* 
tion  of  slavery  in  the  southern  Conferences  is  as  unconstitutional  as  it 
is  admitted  would  be  the  interference  of  the  general  govemmeat  with 
the  question  in  the  sou^em  states. 

After  the  boldness  with  which  this  doctrine  is  advanced,  and  the 
confidence  with  which  it  is  relied  upon  as  '*the  first  and  principal 
ground  occupied  by  the  minority  in  this  Protest,"  it  will  be  difficult  finr 
the  uninitiated  to  believe,  that  it  is  as  unfounded  in  fact  as  it  is  inge- 
nious in  its  *^  legal  casuistry."  It  is  indeed  true,  that  the  question  of 
slayery  had  been  long  and  anxiously  agitated  in  the  church,  and  die 
various  General  Conferences  had  endeavoured  to  adjust  the  matter  so 
as  to  promote  the  greatest  good  of  all  parties ;  but  this  very  fact  goee 
to  disprove  the  position  assumed  in  the  Protest :  f<nr  as  the  attentiott 
of  the  church  had  been  thus  strongly  called  to  the  subject,  if  it  had 
been  the  intention  to  guard  the  question  of  slavenr  by  constitutional 
provi^ons,  it  would  have  been  done  when  the  church  actually  did 
meet  to  frame  a  constitution.  But  nothing  of  the  kind  appears.  Few  ^ 
when,  in  1808,  it  was  resolved  that  the  General  Conference  instead  of  ' 
eonsisting,  as  before,  of  ail  the  travelling  elders,  should  be  a  delegated 
body,  and  when  it  was  determined  that  that  body  (unlike  the  general 
government,  which  has  no  powers  but  such  as  are  expressly  con- 
lerred)  should  have  all  powers  but  such  as  are  expressly  taken  away, 
•«— when  this  vast  authority  was  about  to  be  given  to  liie  General  Coa* 
ference,  among  *<  the  limitations  and  restrictions"  imposed,  there  is  na^ 
om  ward  o»  ihe  wb^ed  ef  deeoeiry ;  nor  was  any  attsmf^  made  to  i»itro* 


^ufie  o^y  s^ch  ruinetwuM  The'iMidf  pr4>visi<m  asywliW  efttaUMied 
iy  that  Gej(]^r«Jl  CooCoreQce  of  constitutional  force,  w^  the  general 
;rule  forbidding  the  buying  and  selling  of  hnman  beingft-with  an  int^ 
^ou  t9  enslave  them.  So  that,  in  direct  opposition  to  the  aeaertien  of 
Uie  Protest,  we  maintain  that  the  section  on  slavery  is  "^  a  mere  legis- 
lative enactpaent,  a  simple  decree  of  a  General  Conference,''  as  much 
under  its  control  as  any  other  portion  of  the  Discipline  not  covered  by 
the  restrictive  rules.  If  additional  proof  of  the  truth  of  this  posidon 
,  were  needed  it  might  be  adduced  in  the  fact  that  that  section  which 
the  Protest  represeiit^  to  have  been  settled  in  1804,  was  not  oidy 
altered  at  the  General  Conference  or  convention  of'  1808,  but  also  at 
the  delegated  General  Conferences  of  181^,  1816,  )820,  and  1824. 
And  although  the  Protest  speaks  of  it  ,aa  "  usually  knawn^  by  the  name 
of  ''  the  compromise  act,"  the  greater  part  of  this  General  Conference 
have  never  heard  either  that  appellation  or  th«t  .character  ascribed  to 
it  vntil  the  present  occasion. 

But  although  this  General  Conference  cannot  admit  that  any  portion 
of  the  section  on  slavery  is  constitutional  in  its  character,  and  there- 
fore could  not  undeir  any  circumstances  sdlow  the  iniputati<m  of  the 
Protect  that  they  have  violated  the  coostitutipn  of  the  church,  yet  they 
do  admit  that,  it  is  km — ^law  too  which  the  General  Conference  (though 
^  possessing  full  powers  in  the  premises)  has  never  altered  except  at 
the  above  periods^  and  then,  in  each  instance,  for  the  further  indol- 
genee  of  the  sonth.  The  question  then  comes  up,  whether  this  Gen- 
eral Conference,  as  the  Protest  maintains,  has  in  effect  suddenly  re- 
versed the  legislation  >of  the  church,  not  indeed  by  allermg  ths  law, 
but  by.  practically  disregarding  it.  The  portion  of  the  law  particularly 
in  question  is  the  following  paragra|kb  :--r- 

*'  When  any  travelling  preacher  becomes  an  owner  of  a  slave  or 
slavesi  by  my  means,  he  shall  forfeit  his  nunisterial  character  in  our 
eburob,  unless  he  execute,  if  it  be  practicable,  a  legal  emaneipatimi  of 
such  slaves,  conformably  to  the  laws  of  the  state  in  which  he  lives.'^ 

This  it  is  silleged  fully  covers  the  case  of  Bishop  Andrew,  and 
dierefore  he  ought  to.  have  been  left  in  the  quiet  and  unquestioned  en* 
joyment  of  his  rights.  Were  it  even  true^  that  proceedings,  either 
judicial  or  "  extra-judicial,"  have  been  had  in  his  case,  we  s&o^  not 
hesitate  to  join  issue  here,  and  m^ntain  that  this  law  does  not  protect 
l^m*.  The  Protest  asks,  ^  Is  there  anything  m  the  law  or  its  reasoBS 
ereating  an  exception  in  the  instance  of  Bishops  ?"  We  snawer.  There 
Is  in  b^.  So  far  as  judicial  {xroceedlags  are  concerned,  the  Ddsei^ 
pline  divides  the  church  into  four  classes,  private  members,  local 
preachers,  travelling  preachers,  and  Bishops-;  and  establishes  di^nct 
tiibuaats,  and  different  degrees  of  responsibility  for  each.  The  sec* 
lion  on  slavery  apples  only  to  officers  of  the  church,  and  ^erefere 
private  members  are  not  named  at  all^  bitt  special  ^ovision  is  made 
in.  the  case  of  local  and  travelling  preachets.  How  happens  it  that 
^ishops  axe  not  named  at  all?  Are  they  necessarily  included  in  the 
tide  ^'  travelling  preachers  ?"  In  common  parlance  they  may  soinetlmea 
he  thus  designated^  but  in  the  Disci{dia»  it  is  not  so  understood,  even 
in  ragard  to  matters  much  less  importai^  than  this,  in  endsnoeof  wkuik 


we  ne^d'obly  nAtmt  to  tlie  fact;  that  the  ^neral  Oopferene^  oF  18^^ 
did  not  eoAsider^diat  the  alioirance  of  Bi8h(ip8  wa6  provided  for  uTidet 
the^general  title  of  **  tratreHing  pi^eaeheTs/*  and  they  therefore  inserted 
theni  accordingly.  To  explain  why  no  mention  is  made  of  ^*^  Bishops,'^ 
it  is  not  necessary,  as  the  Protest  supposes,  *'to  slander  the  rirtuous 
dead  of  the  north,**  as  if  they  exdoded  them  intentionaHy  "  hy  a  resort 
to  deceptive  and  dishonourable  means/*  It'  is  a  much  more  natural 
and  reasonable  explanation,  that  at  that  day;  when  the  church  could 
hardly  tolerate  slavery  in  any  class  of  the  ministry,  '*  the  virtuous  dead** 
both  of  the  north  and  of  the  south  did  net  dream  that  it  would  ever  find 
its  way  into  die  Episcopaey. 

Bm  though  the  language  of  the  law  does  not  include  Bishops,  yet  if 
the  ^  reason'^  and  spirit  of  it  did,  we  might  be  disposed  to  allow  them 
the  benefit  oi  it.  But  this  is  not  the  case.  The  whole  tenor  of  th^ 
Discipline  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  adverse  to  slavery* 
Even  the  Protest  has  admitted  (irreeoneilable  as  the  admission  is  with 
another  portion  of  the  same  instrument)  that,  at  the  time  of  the  alleged 
**  compact,"  **the  whole  church  by  common  consent  united  in  proper 
effort  for  the  nutigatian  cmd  final  removal  of  the  evil  of  slavery."  ]§ut 
iet  the  Discipline  speak  for  itselA  The  mildest  form  in  wnich  the 
question  at  the  head  of  the  section  on  slavery  has  ever  been  expressed, 
is  the  present,  namely,  "  What  sMl  be  done  for  ^e  e»iirpaHon  of  the 
evil  (^  slavery  ?"  And  the  very  Conference  of  1^04,  which  enacted 
die  so-called  '^compromise  law,"  as  well  as  that  of  1800,  when  the 
paragraph  relating  to  travelling  preachers  was  really  adopted,  were 
each  convened  under  a  request  &om  the  preceding  General  Confei^ 
ence,  that  the  whole  church  would  aid  thaft  body  in  obtaining  ^<  full 
light  in  order  to  take  further  steps  toward  the  eradicating  tMsendrm&us 
ewl  &om  that  part  of  the  churdi  of  God  to  which  they  are  united/* 
It  is  obvious,  ^erefore,  diet  connection  with  slavery  is  tolerated  no 
further  than  seems  necessary.  In  the  case  of  ordinaiy  traveltikig 
preachers^their  appeared  to  be  a  necessity  for  some  indulgenee.  They 
anght  become  owners  of  slaves  in  the  providence  of  God ;  the  laws  of 
the  states  might  not  ailow  emancipation ;  and  di^  had  tt^  pd^et  t(» 
choose  dieir  owiq  place  of  re^ence.  But  no  such  "  reason^  eouM 
2U)ply  to  a  Bishop,  for  he  has  always  been  allowed  to  lite  where  iM 
pleases.  Again :  travelling  preaohere  encumbered  with  staves  kbotit 
among  people  similarly  situated,  and  who  would  not,  therefore,  be 
Ifkefy  to  object  to  them  on  that  account  Bttt  a  Bishop,  by  the  c^on^t^ 
tuHon  of  the  church,  is  required  to  labour  in  every  part  of  ihe*  conneo^ 
tion ;  and  in  by  fo  the  laiget  portion  ^  it  die  services  of  a  slavehold- 
ing  Bishop  wocdd  not  be  acceptable.  6o  here  again  the  ^  reason"  of 
the  case  dbes  not  apply  to  a  Bishop.  There  is  not,  therefore,  las(  the 
Protest  so  roundly  asserts,  any  ^express"  or  **epeoUic  law"  in  fhe 
case.;  and  ther6fole«  as  the  Protest  itself  admits,  *<in  theabsisnce  of 
law  it  might  be  oompetent  for  the  General  Conference  to  adt  on  Othet 
grounds/'  Widi  the  failure  to  prove  any  ^speeiic  laW"  anthbrhsin^ 
a  ^i^pp  to'hcM  slave  property,  the  third  and  fourth  argument  Of  the 
Protest^  which' aiiB  founded  on  this  assumption,  foil  also. 

Bptv  perhapi,  it  is  not  samuei  the  law'of  fAi»  Dti^pline^irMell  tb^ 


Frolest  chins  to  cover  Bishop  Andrew,  sa  the  l«w  of  the  land.  For 
it  declares,  **  The  rights  of  the  legsl  owners  of  slaves  in  all  the  slave* 
holding  states  are  guarantied  by  the  Constitiilion  of  the  United  States, 
and  by  the  local  constitutions  of  the  states  respectiyely,  as  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land,  to  which  every  minister  and  member  of  the  MeUiodist 
Episcopal  Church,  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States  government, 
pnrfesses  subjection,  and  pledges  himself  to  submit,  as  an  article  of  the 
Christian  faith,  in  the  common  creed  of  the  churdL"  If  by  this  is 
meant  that  the  law  of  the  land  allatos  citizens  to  hold  slaves,  it  is  ad- 
mitted. But  so  also  it  allows  them  to  keep  theatres  and  grog-shops, 
so  that  this  is  no  ground  of  argument  But  if  it  mean  that  the  law  of 
the  land  requires  citizens  to  keep  slaves,  (the  only  interpretation  which 
can  make  the  argument  available,)  it  is  denied.  And  until  it  can  be 
shown  l^at  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  by  its  action,  legislative, 
judicial,  or  executive,  requires  any  citizen  to  do  what  the  law  of  the 
land  requires  him  not  to  do,  it  is  unjust  to  attempt  to  get  up  popular 
clamour  against  it,  as  if  it  came  in  conflict  with  the  civil  authority. 
.  This  course  of  reasoning  has  been  pursued  thus  far,  not  so  much  be- 
cause it  was  deemed  necessary  for  the  vindication  of  the  Conference,  as 
to  avoid  sanctioning,  by  silence,  the  erroneous  exposition  which  the 
Protest  presents  of  the  constitution  and  the  law  of  the  church.  For 
it  has  been  already  seen  that  Bishop  Andrew  has  been  subjected  to  no 
trial,  and  no  penalty  has  been  inflicted.  At  present,  it  is  plain  that 
the  Conference  has  done  nothing  to  depose,  or  even  suspend  Biahqi 
Andrew.  His  name  wiU  appear  in  ofllcial  publications  with  those  of 
the  other  Bishops,  and  with  them  he  will  derive  his  support  from  the 
ftmds  of  the  church.  In  order  to  make  out  ^t  the  General  Confer- 
ence bad  no  right  to  take  such  action  as  they  have  in  Bishop  Andrew's 
case,  the  ^thors  of  the  Protest  have  been  driven  to  the  necessity  of 
claiming  for  the  Methodist  Episcopacy  powers  and  prerogatives  never 
advanced  before,  except  by  those  who  wished  to  make  it  odious,  and 
which  have  always  been  repudiated  by  iu  chosen  champions.  The 
Protest  maintains  that  **  the  Epicopacy  is  a  co-<Ridinate  branch  of  die 
flovemment;"  for  which  no  argument  is  adduced  save  thi»*-4hat  it  is, 
m  general,  die  province  of  Bishops  to  ordain  Bishops.  A  suflicient 
•  answer  to  which  may  be  fbimd  in  the  principle  of  Methodist  poliqr» 
etated  in  the  Address  of  the  Bishq)s  to  the  present  Ckneral  Con- 
ferwBce,  that  orders  (the  principle  ap|dies  to  Bishops,  though  not 
expressly  named,  as  well  as  to  elders  and  deacons)  are  *<  conferred" 
by  the  electioo,  and  only  ^  confirmed''  by  the  ordination :  and  that 
when  the  election  has  been  made,  the  Bishop  "  has  no  discretional 
authority ;  but  ia  under  obligaHon  to  ordain  the  person  elected,  what- 
ever may  be  hia  own  judgment  of  his  qualificationa.''  And  if  all 
the  Bishops  should  refuse  to  ordain  the  person  elected  by  the 
General  Conference,  that  body  would  unquestionably  have  the  right 
to  appoint  any  three  elders  to  ordain  him,  as  is  provided  **  m  case 
there  be  no  Bishop  remaining  in  our  church."  The  Protest  declares, 
that  *f  the  Bishops  are,  beyond  doubt,  an  integral,  constituent  part  of 
the  General  Conference,  made  sueh  by  law  and  the  constitution.** 
JS  the  words  '*  General  Confensnce"  be  not  a  mere  derical  eoor,  ihe 


ttsrartkm  is  suiBcidiidy  lefmed  by  the  answer  in  th^  Disei]diiif  lo  tlie 
question,  *'  Who  shall  compose  the  Geneial  Conference  ?"  and  by 
the  practice  of  the  Bishops  themselves,  who  disclaim  a  right  to  give 
even  a  casting  vote,  or  even  to  speak  in  General  Conference,  except 
by  permission.  The  Protest  maintains  that,  *'  in  a  sense  by  no  means 
unimportant,  the  General  Conference  is  as  much  the  creaiure  of , die 
Episcopacy,  as  the  Bishops  are  the  creatures  of  the  General  Confer* 
ence."  The  proof  adduced  for  which  is,  that  ^  constitotiimally  the 
Bishops  alone  have  the  right  to  ^  the  time  of  holding  the  AxmHal 
Conferences ;  and  should  they  refuse,  or  neglect  to  do  so,  no  Anaoal 
Conference  could  meet  according  to  law ;  and,  by  consequenee,  no 
delegates  could  h6  chosen,  and  no  General  Conference  could  be  chosen, 
or  even  exist."  That  is  to  say,  because,  for  the  convenience  of  the 
Bishops  in  performing  their  tour,  they  are  allowed  to  say  a$  tohat  time 
m  the  year  an  Annual  Conference  shall  meet ;  therefore  they  have  the 
power  to  prevent  such  body  from  meeting  at  all,  though,  from  its  very 
name,  it  must  meet  once  a  year ! — ^that,  by  preventing  the  meeting  of 
Annual  Conferences,  they  might  prevent  the  organization  of  any  Gene- 
ral Conference ;  and  thus,  esca{nng  all  accountability  for  their  delift* 
quencies,  might  continue  to  lord  it  over  God's  heritage,  until  theHH 
selves  and  the  church  should  die  &  natural  death.  We  can  easity 
perceive,  were  this  reasoning  legitimate,  that  the  Bishops  might  cw- 
stroyj  not  only  the  General  Confevence,  but  the  church ;  but  are  at  a  loss 
to  discover  how  it  proves  that  they  can  ereaie  either.  We  must  protest 
against  having  any  argument  of  ours  adduced  as  andlogous  to  this. 

The  Protest  maintains  that  '*  the  General  Conference  has  no  right, 
power,  or  authority,  ministerial,  judicial,  or  administr^ve,"  in  any 
way  to  subject  a  Bishop  ''  to  any  official  disability  whatever,  without 
the  formal  presentation  of  a  charge  or  charges,  alleging  that  the 
Bishop  to  be  dealt  with  has  been  guilty  of  the  vidation  of  some  law, 
or  at  least  some  disciplinary  obligation  of  the  church,  and  also  upon 
conviction  of  such  charge,  after  due  form  of  trial."  To  those  who 
are  not  familiar  with  the  Methodist  economy,  this  might  seem  plausi* 
ble.  But  it  is,  in  reality,  an  attempt  to  except,  from  the  action  of  a 
genexfil  system,  those  who,  least  of  all,  ought  to  be  excepted.  The 
cardinal  feature  of  our  polity  is  the  itinerancy. 

To  sustain  this  system,  it  is  essential  that  the  classes  should  reeeive 
the  leaders  that  are  appointed  by  the  preacher,  that  the  societies  should 
receive  the  preachers  that  are  stationed  over  them  by  ^e  Bishops,  that 
the  Annual  Conferences  should  receive  the  Bishops  that  are  sent  to 
them  by  the  General  Conference.  Unless,  therefore,  the  utmost  care 
be  taken  by  those  who  have  authority  in  the  prembes,  that  these  parties 
shall  severally  be  acceptable  to  those  among  whom  they  labour,  there' 
is  great  danger  that  those  who  are  injured  by  such  neglect  mi^  seek 
redress  by  revolutionary  measures.  For  this  reason  the  officers  of 
this  Methodist  Church  are  subjected  regularly  to  an  examinatioa  un- 
known, it  is  believed,  among  other  denominations.  Not  only  is  pro- 
vision made  for  formal  trials,  in  cases  of  crimes  and  misdemeanoiSf 
but  there  is  a  special  arrangement  for  the  correction  of  other  obstruc- 
lions  to  official  usefuhiess.    At  every  Annual  Conference  thb  charaoler 


9W  lUpiyiotOeRt^Mt, 

of  eveiytraTAUixigpteacberis  examined  $  at  &^ry  Oanehd  ConfereiRse 
^t  of  every  Bisliop.  And  the  objeot  is  to  aecertain  not  merelv 
whether  there  is  ground  for  the  formal  presentation  of  charges,  witn 
a  view  to  a  regular  trial ;  bat  whether  there  is  "  any  objection"<*^-any- 
thing  that  might  interfere  with  the  acceptance  of  the  officer  in  qneation 
among  his  charge.  And  it  is  doctrine  novel  and  dangerous  in  the 
Methodist  Church,  that  such  difficulties  cannot  be  corrected,  unless 
tibe  person  objected  to  be  formally  arraigned  under  some  specific  law, 
to  be  found  in  the  concise  code  of  the  Discipline—^doctrine  not  the 
less  dangerous,  because  it  is  applied  where  "  objections,"  unimportant 
in  others,  might  be  productive  of  the  most  disastrous  consequences. 
Will  the  Methodist  Church  sanction  the  doctrine,  that  while  all  its 
other  officers,  of  whatever  name  or  degree,  are  subjected  to  a  sleepless 
siiperviiBion ;  are  counselled,  admonished,  or  changed,  *^  as  necessity 
may  require,  and  as  the  Discipline  directs,"  a  Bishop,  who  decides 
all  questions  of  law  in  Annual  Conferences ;  who,  of  his  mere  motion 
and  will,  controls  the  work  and  the  destiny  of  four  thousand  ministers; 
who  aj^ints  and  changes  at  pleasure  the  spiritual  guides  of  four 
Bufiions  of  souls ;  that  the  depository  of  these  vast  powers,  whoso 
slighted  indiscretions  or  omissions  are  likely  to  disturb  the  hannony, 
alid  even  impair  the  efficiency  of  onr  mighty  system  of  operations, 
enjoys  a  virtual  impunity  for  all  delinquencies  or  misdoings  not  strictly 
emtunal? 

It  is  believed  that  an  attempt  to  establish  snch  an  episcopal  su* 
premacy  would  fill  not  only  a  part,  but  the  whole  of  the  church  **  with 
aiarm  and  dismay."  But  this  doctrine  is  not  more  at  variance  with 
the  genius  of  Methodism  than  it  is  with  tl^e  express  language  of  the 
fiis^siptiuB,  and  the  exposition  of  it  by  all  our  standard  writers.  The 
oonstittttion  of  the  church  provides  that  "xht  General  Ccmference 
shall  have  full  powers  to  make  rules  and  reflations  for  our  church,'' 
nnder  sit  '^timitattons  and  restrictions,"  among  which  the  only  one  re- 
lating to  the  Episcopacy  is  this :  "They  shall  not  change  or  alter  any 
part,  or  rule  of  our  government,  so  as  to  do  away  I^iscopacy,  or  de- 
stroy the  plan  of  our  itinerant  general  superiatendency."  As  there  is 
aothing'inthe  restrictive  rules  to  limit  the  full  powers  of  the  General 
Conference  in  the  premises,  so  is  there  nothing  in  the  special  provision 
mtpeotiai;  th»  responsibility  of  a  Bishop.  In  reply  to  the  qnestion, 
^To  whmB  is  a  Bishop  amenable  for  his  conduct  ?"  the  Discipline 
dedares,  "To  the  General  Conference,  who  have  power  to  expel  him 
for  improper  conduct,  if  they  see  it  neceteary."  And  this,  be  it  remem- 
bered, is  all  thbt  is  said  respecting  the  jurisdiction  over  a  Bishop,  with 
tbe  exceptitoi  of  a  rule  for  his  trial,  in  the  interval  of  a  General  Con- 
feretice,  if  he  be  gwlty  of  immorality.  In  foil  accordance  with  the 
fAaiB  meaning  of  Slese  pitovisions  is  the  language  (rf  all  the  standard 
ilurifeBni  on  Methodist  polity. 

:'.£ishc^  £mQry-««  man  of  whom  it  is  to  injostioB  to  the  living  Or  tho 
d«ad  io  say)  that  he  was  a  chief  ornament  and  Hgfat  of  our  Episcopaoy ; 
that  he  brought  to^e  investigation' of  all  eccledastioalsnbjeets  a  cod, 
sagisi^us,  powerful, piactical  iatelleot-««^ully sustains^  position  we 
Wm  oaiteiiikl  in  bdiatf  of  the  powers  of  the  Oeneral-GOfifewaeia  onft 
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fellowtog  pftssagM  from  tbe  notes  lo  the  DiadpUnev' pMfiired!  W 
BisWpe  AMimy  and  Coke,  et  tba  ^Be8t.«ff  ^e.Geiexttl  Ooneii9ne«rt 
<*  They,  (our  BUhope)  «re  entirely  dependant  on  'the  General  Oonbt^ 
epce:"  **  their  power,  thehr  nee&dnese,  themeeltee,  are  entiiely  at  die 
mercy  of  the  General.  Con£arenoe." 

Dr.  Emory  alao  quotes  iDmepaaaafta  from' a  fiampyet,  fay  the  Be^.- 
John  Dickens,  which,  he  says,  was  published  hy  the  manimeae  twp^m. 
of  the. Philadelphia, Conference,  and  may  be  cemidered  as  eaqpfeesing 
the  views  both  of  that  Conference  and  of  Biahc^  AtiMry,  hieintiinai^ 
friend.  Mr.  IXekens  affinns,  that  the  Bishops  deiive  their  power  frbfloi 
the  election  of  the  General  Conference,  and  not  from  Aeir  ofdmetien^ 
luod  that  the  Conference  has,  on  that  gronnd,  power  to  eemoVe  Bishoei 
A8l>ury,  and  af^int  another^  <*if  they  see  k  neceseaiyi''  He  affirae 
tbftt  Bishqp  Asbdry  **  derired  his  ofiiciai  power  from  iibm  Coalerene^ 
and  therefore  his  office  is  at  their  dieposar-^Mr.  Aabwy  was  **  re- 
sponsible to  the  .Grenel:al  Conference,  who  had  power  lo  remove  htm', 
if  tb^y  saw  it  necessary ;"  ''he  is  hnUe  eiteiy  year  to  be  remoted^" 

The  above  quotations  ehow  very  desiiy  the  sentiments  of  Adbuiy, 
and  Coke,  and  Dickons  on  this  qnestion-^Hnen  chieity  instrnmeatel  in 
laying  the  fomidations  of  e«r  poli^» 

Equally  clear  and  saliBfiictoty  is  tho  testimony  of  anothei^  iponeiabie' 
Bishop,  who  still  lives,  in  the  full  exercise  of  hie  mental  powers  and 
benignant  infinence,  to  guide  and  blesa  the  cfaorch,-^''  The  Svperia^^' 
Midents  now  have  no  power  in  the  ohnwh  above  that  of  eldem,  eso^ 
what  is  connected  with  presiding  in  the  Oonference,  fixing  the  appoint- 
ttientsof  the  preachers,. and  ordaining  :^'*-r^*They  are<tlm  servants  of 
the  elders,  and  go  out  and  execute  their  commendst"— "The  Qeneral' 
Conference  may  expel  a  Bishop  not  only  for  immoral,  |rat  for  '  mproper 
ceoidBct,*  which  means  a'small  ofienee  below  a  crime ;'  for  whichnot' 
even  a  cUIdor  a  slave  can  bo  expelbd  but  after  repeated  admonitions:'' 
•*-^'The  travelHttg  preachers  gaire  the  Bishop  his  power,  they  oontinne 
il  in  his  hands,  and  they  can  redttce,  limit,  or  trsoefevit  to  other  hands, 
whenever  they  see  •caose,*'  Sttcbis.thelingnageol,.Bishop  Bleidiag^ 
who  oi^y  concuke  in  tko  moderatej  truly  >  Me&odist|o  viewis  of  B«4iqpe> 
Asbury,  Coke,  and  Emory.  .  ' »    »    ?  •  j^ 

It  is  beBeved.lhat  this  statement  of  the  facts,  and  the  law  in  the  case, 
will  afford  a  satisfaotoiy. answer  to  all  the  positions  and  reasonings  of 
the  Protest ;  mid«  after  haviug  thus  presented  it,  the  majority  are  per- 
fectly willing  to  abide  '*the  decision  of  our  cotemporaries,  and  of 
posterity.**  They  cannot,  however,  close  these  remarks,  without 
expressing  their  regret  that  the  minority,  not  content  with  protesting 
against  the  action  of  the  General  Conference,  as  ''lawless,**  as  "with- 
out law,  and  contrary  to  law,**  as  such  "  a  violation  of  the  compromise 
law**  that  "the  public  faith  of  Aiis  body  can  no  longer  be  relied  upon 
as  the  guarantee  for  the  redemption  of  the  pledge,**  "  that  there  shall 
be  no  further  curtailment  of  right  as  regards  the  southern  miaistry" — 
that,  not  content  with  thus  harshly  assailing  the  proceedinffs  of  the 
General  Conference,  they  have  even  refused  to  the  Bishops,  whom  they 
have  invested  with  such  exalted  prerogatives,  the  quiet  possession  of 
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Allii  Ana^  iad  tMmgB^  bm  have  dirowiKMt  A»  iiffniftitoii  iofluMbi. 
tp0iii  <<  thill  any  fibbop  of  tike  dkureh,  eidiar  viotatisg,  or  mbodtttng  t* 
iIiB>  ncdntiott  of  A^  corifproimse  chiirter4>f  anidii  between  the  aoift 
wd.Mmth^  witbdul  preper  and  poUie^Teitionetianee,  eaitiotb^  tooe|pt- 
atdei  in  the  eeuth»  and  nmd  not  «99«r  tkere."^  We  diall  be  slow  to 
believe,  that  even  their  constitnento  will  jnettfy  them  in  thus  Tiitnaily 
deposing,  ti6t  oaie  fiiehop  only,  bat  eerend,  by  a.ptoceas  wboch  is  eten 
worse.  th«li>*  extim-jiidicial." 

When  all  the  law,  and  the  facts  in  the  case^  shall  hate  been  spread 
befeve  an  impaitdil  conunnnityv  the  maiori^  have  no  donbt  diat  they 
win  fix  ^^tie  TMomnbiUty  of  dhisum,^'  nionbi  snch  an>nnhappy  event 
lake phiee,  ''where  in  justice  H  Mong9.^  They  wHl  ask,  Who  first 
intnidllced  slaveinr  into  the  Episcopacy  ?  And  the  answet  will  be,  JVoi 
m  Gmiotdl  Comfhmi€$.  Wlu>  opposed  the  attempt  to  wididraw  it  fitm 
the  Episcopacy  7  Not  tko  efenorMl  Cattffrmetf.  Who  resisted  the 
mnasnre  of  peace  that  was  proposed^— die  mildest  that  the  case  allowed  f 
Ifo^tho.mtfforUif.,  Who&rstsonndeddiehnellof  division,  and  declared 
that  it  would  be  impossible  longer  to  remain  nnder  the  jniisdict^  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church?  Nat  the  mtjorit^, 
..'The  pmposition  iot  a  peacefid  separatiooy  (if  any  mint  take  jdace,) 
with  which  the  Protest  closes,  thongh  stfangeiy  at  varianee  vridi  mnch 
ttet  preoedes,  has  already  been  met  by  the  General  Conference.  And 
the  readiness  with  which  that  body  (by  a  vote  which  would  donbtlesa 
have  been  nnanimons  but  for  the  belief  which  some  entertained  of  the 
nnoonstitntiokiality  of  the  meatare)  granted  aU  thM  the  sonthem  brethren 
themselves  conld  ask,  in  snch  an  event,  must  for  ever  stand  as  a  prao- 
tkal  reifntaftion  of  any  assertion  that  dto  minerity  have  been  snbjected 
to  the  tjrranny  of  a  majcMnty. 

.  FinaUy,  we  cannot  but  hope  that  the  minority,  iifter  reviewing  the 
entire  action  of  the  Conference,  vriU  ind  that^  both  in  tlmr  Declaia- 
ttoa  and  their  Protest,  they  have  taken  too  smmg  a  view  of  the  case : 
and  that  hy  presenting  it  in  its  true  light  before  their  people,  they  may 
be  able  la  dbeck  any  feelings  of  discord  that  may  hare  arisen,  so  that 
the  Mediodist  Epbcopal  Church  may  still  conlinoe  as  one  body, 
ttigaged  fai  its  proper  work  of  ^*  spreading  Seriptaral  holiness  over 
these  lands." 

J.  P.  Dunm,  CkmrmaiL 
Oio.  Pmct, 
Obas*  Etxio'fr. 
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LIST  OF  DELEGATES  BY  CONFERENCES. 


Baltimore  Conference — ^John  Dayis,  S.  Brison,  A.  Griffith,  J.  A. 
CoUiDs,  N.  J.  B.  Morgan,  William  Hamilton,  N.  Wilson,  John  Bear, 
John  Bowen,  John  Miller,  S.  A.  Reazel. 

Philadelphia  Conference — J.  P.  Durbin,  Leri  Scott,  D.  Dailey, 
J.  T.  Hazzard,  J.  Kennaday,  Robert  Gerry,  J.  A.  Massey. 

Providence  Conference— A.  Stevens,  D.  Patten,  R.  W.  Allen,  A. 
Binney,  W.  Emerson. 

New-Jersey  Conference — C.  Pitman,  G.  F.  Brown,  J.  K.  Shaw, 
M.  Force,  L  Winner,  L  N.  Felch,  D.  W.  Bartine. 

New-England  Conference — J.  D.  Bridge,  P.  Crandall,  James 
Porter,  M.  Trafton,  M.  Raymond,  A.  D.^Sargeant. 

New- York  Conference — B.  Creagh,  George  Peck,  E.  E.  Gris- 
wold,  J.  Floy,  B.  Griffen,  P.  P.  Sandford,  M.  Richardson,  D.  Curry, 
J.  Holdich,  Daniel  Smith,. Fitch  Reed,  P.  Rice,  William  Jewett. 

New-Hampshire  Conference — 0.  C.  Baker,  Elisha  Adams,  L. 
D.  Barrows,  J.  G.  Smith. 

Troy  Conference— T.  Spicer,  John  Clark,  B.  M.  Hall,  T.  Bene- 
dict, J.  T.  Peck,  A.  Witherspoon,  J.  M.  Wever,  John  Frazer. 

Vermont  Conference — John  Currier,  Charles  R.  Harding,  S.  P. 
Williams. 

Black  River  Conference — George  Gary,  John  Dempster,  H. 
Mattison,  Isaac  Stone,  C.  W.  Leet. 

Pittsburgh  Conference— R.  Hopkins,  S.  Elliott,  W.  Kenney, 
J.  J.  Swayze,  C.  Cooke,  J.  Drummond,  J.  Spencer,  J.  Monroe. 

Oneida  Conference — D.  Holmes,  E.  Bowen,  J.  M.  Snyder,  S. 
Comfort,  William  Reddy,  L  Parks,  H.  Colburn,  L.  A.  Eddy. 

Maine  Conference — Joseph  H.  Jenne,  George  Webber,  Heman 
Nickerson,  Eaton  Shaw,  Wm.  Marsh,  E.  B.  Fletcher,  William  F. 
Farrington,  Moses  Hill. 

Erie  Conference — ^J.  C.  Ayers,  J.  J.  Steadman,  J.  Bain,  G.  W. 
Clarke,  B.  O.  Plimpton,  H.  Kinsley. 
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Rock  River  Conference — ^R.  Hanej,  A.  £.  Phelps,  H.  Summers, 
P.  Judson,  J.  Chandler. 

North  Ohio  Conference — ^John  H.  Power,  L.  B.  Gurley,  Adam 
Poe,  E.  Thompson,  John  Quigley,  J.  M'Mahan. 

Genesee  Conference — William  Hosmer,  Glezen  Filmore,  Tho- 
mas Carlton,  John  Dennis,  Schuyler  Seager,  John  B.  Alverson,  John. 
W.  Nevins,  Philo  Woodworth,  Jonas  Dodge. 

Ohio  Conference — J.  B.  Finley,  Charles  Elliott,  Jacob  Young,  G. 
W.  Walker,  J.  S.  Tomlinson,  William  Nast,  William  Herr,  J.  M. 
Trimble,  J.  F.  Wright,  J.  Stewart. 

Iowa  Conference — Henry  W.  Reed,  Greorge  B.  Bowman. 

North  Indiana  Conference-^R.  Hargrave,  S.  Cooper,  S.  Bren- 
ton,  W.  H.  Goode,  J.  C.  Smith. 

Michigan  Conference — E.  H.  Pilcher,  James  Shaw,  J.  Brake- 
man,  W.  Sprague,  S.  Ch.atfield. 

Illinois  Ci)NFERENCE— P.  Akers,  P.  Cartwright,  G.  W.  Robbins, 
J.  S.  Barger,  L.  S.  Jacoby. 

Induna  Conference— E.  G.  Wood,  M.  Simpson,  J.  Kerns,  L. 
W.  Berry,  H.  S.  Talbott. 


GENERAL  CONFERENCE,  1848. 


y  MONDAY,  MAY  I. 

The  tenth  delegated  General  Conference  of  the  Me-       Bfay  i. 
thodist  Episcopal  Church   assembled   in    Liberty-street  Conference    m- 
Church,  in  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  at  nine  o'clock,  A.  M^  iembies. 
Bishops  Hedding,  Waugh,  Morris,  Hamline,  and  Janes, 
being  present. 

Bishop  Hedding  opened  the  proceedings,  by  reading  opening  ofCon- 
the  Scriptures  and  singing  the  380th  hymn.     Prayer  by    ®'®™^** 
Bishops  Waugh  and  Morris. 

S.  A.  Roszel  and  Joseph  M.  Trimble  were  requested  to  secretaries  toast 
act  as  Secretaries  in  organizing  the  General  Conference.    "^  o'fw"**"^- 

Bishop  Hedding  called  the  Annual  Conferences  in 
order,  and  the  following  delegates  presented  to  the  Secret 
taiies  their  certificates  of  election,  and  were  recognized 
as  members :— « 

Baltwiore  Conference. — John  Davis,  John  Bo  wen,  Nor<-  Delegation* 
val  Wilson,  Samuel  Brison,  N.  J.  B.  Morgan,  John  Mil-  ^^^^^ 
ler,  William  Hamilton,  John  A.  Collins,  Alfred  Griffith, 
S.  A.  Roszel,  John  Bear. 

Philadelphia. — David  Diiley,  John  T.  Hazzard,  John 
Kennaday,  James  A.  Massey,  Levi  Scott,  John  P.  Durbin, 
Robert  Gerry. 

Providence. — Abel  Stevens,  Isaac  Bonney,  David  Pat- 
ten, Ralph  W.  A116r,  Warren  Emerson.  , 

New-Jerkey. — Charles  Pitman,  George  F.  Brown,  John 
K.  Shaw,  Manning  Force,  Isaac  N.  Felch,  David  W. 
BarUne. 

New-England. — Jonathan  D.  Bridge,  Miner  Raymond, 
M.  Trafton,  Aaron  D.  Sargeant,  Phineas  Crandall. 

New -York. — Peter  P.  Sandford,  Bartholomew  Creagb, 
George  Peck,  Daniel  Curry,  Daniel  Smith,  Fitch  Reed, 
James  Floy,  Edwin  E.  Griswold,  Joseph  Holdich,  Marvin 
Richardson,  Benjamin  Griffon,  William  Jewett,  John  J. 
Matthias. 

New-Hampshire. — ^Osman  C.  Baker,  Lorenzo  D.  Bar- 
row, Elisha  Adams,  Eleazar  Smith. 

Troy. — Tobias  Spicer,  John  Clark,  Timothy  Benedict, 
Barnes  M.  Hall,  Jesse  T.  Peck,  John  Frazer,  Andrew 
Witherspoon,  John  M.  Wever. 
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iiayi.  Vemumt. — ^J.  Currier,  C.  R.  HardiDg,  S.  P.  WiDiaim. 

Dctogatiooa  Black  Attwf.— George  Gary,  Hiram  Mattison,  Isaac 

<'*'^'  Stone,  Charlee  W.  Leet,  John  Dempster. 

Ptlfi^ur^A.— Robert  Hopkins,  Simon  Elliott,  Wesley 
Kenney,  John  J.  Swayze,  Charles  Cooke,  James  Dmm- 
mond,  John  Spencer,  Joshua  Monroe. 

Oneida, — Silas  Comfort,  William  Reddy,  Isaac  Parks, 
Hanford  Colbum,  L.  A.  £ddy,  Nelson  Ronnds,  David 
Holmes,  John  M.  Snyder. 

Maine. — Joseph  H.  Jenne,  Moses  Hill,  George  Webber, 
Elliott  B.  Fletcher,  William  F.  Farrington,  Heman  Nicker- 
son,  William  Marsh. 

Erie. — Hiram  Kinsley,  John  Bain,  George  W.  Clarke, 
John  C.  Ayers,  John  J.  Steadmaa. 

Rock  iitt?er.— Henry  Smnmers,  Richard  Haney,  Asahe) 
Phelps,  Philo  Judson,  John  Chandler,  Hooper  Cre^s. 
*  Nortk  OAto.— John  H.  Power,  L.  B.  Gurley,  Adam 

Poe,  Edward  Thompson,  John  Quigley,  James  M'Mahan. 

Genesee. — Glezen  Filmore,  John  B.  Alverson,  William 
Hosmer,  Thomas  Carlton,  John  Dennis,  Schuyler  Seager, 
John  W.  Nevins,  Philo  Woodworth,  Jonas  Dodge. 

O^.— James  B.   Finley,  Jacob  Young,  George  W. 
Walker,  Charles  Elliott,  Joseph  S.  Tomlinson,  William 
Nast,  William  Herr,  Joseph  M.  Trimble,  John  F.  Wright. 
'  Iowa. — Henry  W.  Reed,  George  B.  Bowman. 

North  Indiana. — ^John  C.  Smith,  Samuel  Brenton, 
WilHaip  H.  Goode,  Samuel  C.  Cooper. 

Michigan. — Elijah  H.  Pilcher,  James  Shaw,  Josiah 
Biakeman,  William  Sprague,  Larmon  Chatfield. 

Illinois. — Peter  Akers,  Peter  Cartwright,  George  W. 
Robbins,  John  S.  Barger,  Ludwig  J.  Jacoby. 

iiidtamt.— Enoch  G.  Wood,  Matthew  Simpson,  John 
Kerns,  Lucian  W.  Berry,  Henry  S.  Talbot. 

On  counting,  it  was  ascertained  that  there  were  one 
hmidred  and  thirty-four  members  present. 
sc^n^M    «i>-      On  motion,  the  Conference  resolved  to  choose  a  Secre- 
'^  tary  by  ballot.    Joseph  M.  Trimble  was  elected.     Confer- 

ence resolved  to  have   two  Assistant   Secretaries,  and 
Jesse  T.  Peck  and  John  Frazer  were  chosen. 

The  Conference  determined  to  open  their  sessions  at 

eight  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  adjourn  at  twelve  o'clock,  noon. 

Roles  of  Con-      On  motion  of  brother  Griffith,  the  rules  and  regulations 

ferance.  f^,.  conducting  the  business  of  the  General  Conference  of 

1844  were  proposed  as  the  rules,  &c.,  for  the  present 

session.     They  were  read.     A  motion  to  take   up  and 

^  adopt  the  rules,  one  by  one,  failed. 

A  motion  to  transpose  some  of  the  terms  in  the  seventh 
mle^  failed. 

On  motion  of  brother  Dnrbia,  the  seventh  rule  was 
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mmeadad  hy  Ala  additioii  to  Um  word  0iA>0lime,  <<wliieh       luyi 
may  also  be  amended." 

A  motion  to  amend  the  elerentli  rale  ftJIed,  when  the  M«tioBtoi 
mlea,  ordere,  dec,   with  the  abore  amendments,  were  "'^' 
adopted,  for  the  gOTMrnment  of  the  present  session  of  the 
General  Conferenee. 

Ott  motion  the  ConfeTOnce  res^ved  Asit  when  it  ad- 
journ, it  adjourn  to  meet  again  at  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  motion  to  prolong  Ae  session  fifteen  minntes  pre- 
vailed, and  on  motion  the  Conference  adjourned. 

MONDAY  AFTERNOON.  MAT  1. 

Conference  met  at  three  o'clock,  and  was  opened  with 
appropriate  religions  exerciees  by  brodier  Jacob  Yonng. 
Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair. 

The  list  was  caUed,  and  the  jonrnab  were  read  and 
a^^iKOTed. 

Brothers  Nickerson  and  Marsh,  of  the  Maine  Confer-  Additumti  daie- 
ence,  George  W.  Bowman  and  Henry  W.  Reed,  of  the  «**wwc«^«^ 
Iowa  Conference,  and  B.  O.  Plimpton,  of  the  Erie  Con- 
ference, presented  their  certificates  of  election,  and  were 
reoogaixed  as  members. 

Brother  Dans  offered  the  following  resolutions,  which 
were  adc^pted,  namely  :'-— 

"  1 .  That  a  committee,  consisting  of  one  member  from 
each  delegation,  selected  by  the  delegations,  be  appointed, 
to  be  call<^  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy,  to  whom  shall 
be  referred  all  matters  that  relate  to  the  administration 
of  the  General  Superintendents,  or  that  hare  reference  to 
^e  Episcopacy. 

**1t.  That  a  committee,  consisting  of  one  member  of  each  < 
delegation,  selected  by  the  delegations,  be  appointed,  to  i**'**'*'^- 
be  called  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  to  whom  shall  be 
referred  the  acts  and  doings  oi  the  several  Annual  Con- 
ferences, and  all  other  matters  connected  with  that  subject. 

^  3.  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  consisting  of  one  comnittoe  on 
member  from  each  delegation,  to  be  selected  by  the  dele-  "*»"'***••• 
gpitions,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Boundaries,  to 
whom  shall  be  referred  all  matters  that  relate  to  the 
bonndaries  of  the  several  Annual  Confetenees. 

^  4.  That  a  committee,  to  consist  of  one  fiom  each  del&-  oomtnittoe  cgi 
gation,  to  be  selected  by  the  delegations,  be  appointed,  to  ^*^  ConeeiB. 
be  called  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  to  whom 
shall  be  referred  the  reports  of  the  Book  Agents  at  New- 
York  and  Cincinnati,  and  all  other  matters  relating  to  the 
kitorests  of  the  Book  Concern. 

**  ft.  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  consist  of  one  < 
fimn  each  delegation,  to  be  selected  by  6m  delegations, 
to  be  caUsd  tiM  Commatiee  <m  Missions,  to  whan  shall 
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Committee  on 
Bevisal  and 
Unfinished  Bn- 


JtoMlntion    leid 
on  the  table. 


Gemmittee    on 
Sdocation. 


Committee    on 


Committee    on 


Mayi.       be  referred  all  maft«rs  that  relate  to  the  mierionajry  de- 
partment. 

''  6.  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  consist  of  seven 
members,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Revisal  and 
Unfinished  Business,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  propo- 
sitions for  changes  in  the  Discipline  of  the  Church. 

[The  above  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table,  namely, 
the  6th.] 

"  7.  That  a  committee,  consisting  of  nine  members,  be 
appointed^  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Education,  to 
whom  shall  be  referred  all  matters  relating  to  our  semi- 
naries of  learning. 

'*  8.  That  a  committee,  consisting  of  seven  membeis, 
be  appointed,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Temperance, 
to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  petitions  and  propositions 
on  that  subject. 

"  9.  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed,  to  be 
^^[^.  ^^  called  the  Committee  on  the  Expenses  of  the  Delegates, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  ascertain  the  whole  amount  of 
the  expenses  of  the  delegates ;  of  the  collections  taken 
up  to  pay  them ; ,  and  if  there  be-  a  deficiency,  report  as  to 
the  best  method  of  paying  it. 

"  10.  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed,  to  be 
called  the  Committee  on  Sabbath  Schools  and  Tract  So- 
cieties, to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  communications  oa 
those  subjects. 

"11.  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed,  to  be 
called  the  Committee  on  the  Bible  Cause,  to  whom  shall 
be  referred  all  communications  on  that  subject." 

The  following  resolution  waa  read : — 

"  Resolved,  That  a  Special  Committee  be  appointed 
upon  the  State  of  the  Church,  to  consist  of  two  members 
from  each  Conference. 

**  Matthew  Simpson, 

**  John  P.  Durbin,  and  others.'' 


Committee    on 
S.  Schools,  Ac. 


Committee    on 
Bible  Cause. 


Voted,  to  amend  the  resolution  by  adding, "  to  be  chosen 
by  the  delegations." 

A  motion  to  amend  further,  by  striking  out  Hoo  and  in- 
serting one,  wa9  lest.  .^ 
^h**'conf'^      The  resolution  as  amended  was  adopted  ;  the  conunit- 
the  state  of  the  tee,  therefore,  is  to  consist  of  two  from  each  Conference. 
c^^'^on  Char-      "  Resolv^d,  That  there  be  a  Committee  on  the  Chartered 

tared  Fund.        Fund,  tO  CODSist  of  SCVeU." 

Bar  of  Confer-      Voted,  that  a  line  passing  by  the  third  pillar  from 

^^®*  the  pulpit  be  the  bar  of  the  Conference. 

CommHtee     of     ^  Resolved,  That  there  be  a  committee  of  three  to  have 

nSes,  *c.^^^  the  rules  of  the  Conference,  together  with  the  standing 

committees,  and  boarding  places  of  the  delegates,  {ffinled 

in  pamphlet  form,  for  the  use  of  the  Conierence." 
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Moved,  tbat  the  preacher  in  charge  of  this  church  be       May  i. 
permitted  to  sit  within  the  bar.  * 

A  motion  was  made  to  amend,  so  as  to  include  all  the  Motion  for  tn- 
traveling  preachers  present.    Brother  Spencer  moved  to  li^^  to^ii^vrit^ 
amend    the  amendment,  so  as  to  include  the  stationed  ti^eiwr- 
preachers  of  Pittsburgh,  Alleghany  city,  and  Birmingham, 
and  no  others.         •  ^ 

On  motion  of  brother  Clarke,  the  motion  and  amend- Laid  on  the  uue. 
ments  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Voted,  that  the  Presiding  Elder  of  Pittsburgh  District,  committee     on 
and  the  preachers  in  charge  in  Pittsburgh,  Alleghany  city,  ^j^^^   ^^' 
and  Birmingham,  be  a  committee  to  superintend  the  reli- 
gious services  during  our  session. 

On  motion,  W.  Kenney  was  added  to  the  committee,  and 
made  chairman  of  the  same. 

On  motion,  the  Conference  adjourned.  Prayer  by  bro- 
ther Woodworth. 

TUESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  2.  M»y2. 

The  Conference  was  opened  at  eight  o'clock  with  the 
usual  religious  exercises,  by  brother  Cooper.  Bishop 
Morris  in  the  chair. 

Brother  Dempster  moved  to  dispense  with  the  calling 
of  the  list.     Carried. 

The  journals  were  read,  and -the  following  committees 
were  announced,  namely : — 

On  Education. — John  P.  Durbin,  Jos.  Holdich,  David  Committee   on 
Patten,  Osman  C.  Baker,  Jesse  T.  Peck,  Schuyler  Seager,  Education. 
G.  W.  Clarke,  Jos.  S.  Tomlinson,  Matthew  Simpson. 

On  Temperance. — Joshua  Monroe,  John  F.  Wright,  committee   on 
John  Bowen,  George  Webber,  Jonas  Dodge,  Bartholomew  Temperance. 
Creagh,  L.  A.  Eddy. 

On  the  Expenses  of  Delegates. — William  Jewett,  committee  on 
James  Drummond,  P.  Judson.  bS!^.   ""^ 

On  Sabbath  Schools. — C.  Cooke,  John  J.  Matthias,  committee   on 
WiUiam  H.  Goode,  John  Clarke,  Abel  Stevens,  N.  J.  B.  s*  ^~^- 
Morgan,  William  Herr. 

On  the  Bible  Cause. — John  Bear,  L.  W.  Berry,  Mi-  committee   on 
ner  Raymond,  E.  H.  Pilcher,  J.  K.  Shaw,  Daniel  Curry,  ™"®  ^*"'®- 
J.  S.  Barger. 

On  the  Chartered  Fund. — A.  Griffith,  J.  F.  Wright,  committee  on 
Peter  Cartwright,  John  Kennaday,  George  Gary,  Hiram  chartered  Pnnd. 
Kinsley,  Daniel  Smith. 

To  Publish  Rules,  &c.r — Wesley  Kenney,  Moses  Hill,  committee  to 
S.A.Ro8zel.  §;««->  K«to., 

On   Episcopacy. — A.   Griffith,   David  Dailey,  Isaac  Committee   on 
Bonney,  Manning  Force,  Phineas  Crandall,  P.  P.  Sand-  Ep*««<»P«y- 
ford,  Elisha  Adams,  Tobias  Spicer,  J.  Currier,  John  Demp- 
ster, Joshua  Monroe,  David  Holmes,  Jos.  H.  Jenne,  John 
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Mays. 


Committee    on 
Boundaries. 


Committee    on 
Itinerancy. 


Committee    on 
Book  ConceiTL 


Committee    on 
Missions. 


Committee  on 
the  State  of  the 
Chnrch. 


Memorial  from 
Dr.  Darbin. 


C.  Ayers,  Hooper  Crews,  John  H.  Power,  Glezen  Ffl- 
more,  Jacob  Young,  George  6.  Bowman,  Richard  Haz- 
zard,  J.  Brakeman,  Peter  Cartwright,  L^  W.  Berry. 

On  Boundaries. — S.  Brison,  L.  Scott,  W.  Emerson, 
I.  N.  Felch,  J.  D.  Bridge,  E.  E.  Griswold,  Eleazer  Smith, 
B.  M.  Hall,  C.  R.  Harding,  H.  Mattison,  Robt.  Hopkins, 
L.  A.  Eddy,  E.  B.  Fletcher,  B.  0.  Plimpton,  Richd. 
Haney,  Adam  Poe,  J.  W.  Nevins,  William  Herr,  G.  B. 
Bowman,  Samuel  C.  Cooper,  Jas.  Shaw,  G.  W.  Robbins, 
E.  G.  Wood. 

On  Itinerancy. — N.  Wilson,  J.  A.  Massey,  David 
Patten,  I.  Winner,  M.  Trafton,  M.  Richardson,  L.  D. 
Barrows,  J.  M.  Wever,  S.  P.  WiUiams,  George  Gary,  J. 
Spencer^  Silas  Comfort,  W.  F.  Harrington,  H.  Kinsley, 
J.  Chandler,  Jas.  M'Mahan,  J.  B.  Alverson,  J.  Stewart,  H. 
W.  Reed,  J.  C.  Smith,  E.  H:  Pacher,'P.  Akers,  John 
Kerns. 

On  the  Book  Concern. — J.  A.  Collins,  R.  Gerry,  A. 
Stevens,  D.  W.  Bartine,  J.  Porter,  J.  Floy,  E.  Adams, 
Tobias  Spicer,  J.  Currier,  J.  Dempster,  Wesley  Kenney, 
H.  Colburn,  M.  Hill;  J.  Bain,  A.  E.  Phelps,  J.  Quigley, 
Thos.  Carlton,  Jos.  S.  Tomlinson,  H.  W.  Reed,  Saml. 
Brenton,  L.  Chatfield,  J.  S.  Barger,  H.  S.  Talbot. 

On  Missions. — N.  J:  B:  Morgan,  J.  T.  Hazzard,  R.  W. 
Allen,  Charles  Pitman,  A.  D.  Sargeant,  B.  Grifien,  £. 
Smith,  T.  Benedict,  S.  P.  Williams,  George  Gary,  Jas. 
Drummondf  J.  M.  Snyder,  William  Marsh,  G.  W.  Clarke, 
P.  Judson,  L.  B.  Gurley,  J.  Dennis,  Wm.  Nast,  Geo.  B. 
Bowman,  William  H.  Goode,  L.  Chatfield,  L.  S.  Jacoby, 
L.  W.  Berry. 

On  the  State  op  the  Church. — ^John  Davis,  W. 
Hamilton,  J.  P.  Durbin,  J.  Kennaday,  Isaac  Bonney, 
Abel  Stevens,  J.  K.  Shaw,  G.  F.  Brown,  Miner  Raymond, 
J.  D.  Bridge,  George  Peck,  Fitch  Reed,  Osman  C.  Baker, 
L.  D.  Barrows,  John  Clark,  A.  Witherspoon,  Chas.  W. 
Leet,  Hiram- Mattison,  S.  Elliott,  J.  J.  Swayze,  N.  Rounds, 
Wm.  Reddy,  Geo.  Webber,  Heman  Nickerson,  J.  J. 
Steadman,  G.  W.  Clarke,  H.  Summers,  Richard  Haney, 
J.  H.  Power,  E:  Thompson,  W.  Hosmer,  P.  Woodworth, 
G.  W.  Walker^  C.  Elliott,  Geo.  B.  Bowman,  H.  W.  Reed, 
S.  C.  Cooper. 

Memorials,  petitions,  <&c.,  were  called  for. 

A  memorial,  presented  by  Dr.  Durbin,  was  read,  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"  Resolved,  That  we  recommend  to  the  General  Con- 
ference an  alteration  in  Discipline,  as  follows  :  That  the 
words  *  or  traveling  or  local  preachers,'  bo  inserted  in  sixth 
paragraph,  tenth  item,  question  2,  section  10,  of  chapter  I, 
between  the  words  members  and  fail,  so  that  the  paragraph 
shall  read,  *  To- prevent  scandal,  when  any  of  our  members, 
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or  traveUng  or  local  ^ei^cheni,  fail  ia  business.' "    A  mo-       May  s. 
tion  was  made  to  refer  it  to  a  select  committee  of  three. 
This  motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Voted  to  take  vp  the  resolution  appointing  a  eommittee 
of  seven  on  revisal  or  unfinished  business. 

Conference  ordered  such  a  committee,  and  the  PhUa-  committee    oh 
delphia  memorial  was  referred  to  said  committee.  d^i^f^      ^ 

Brother  Durbin  presented  the  following  from  the  same 
Conference  :— 

"  Resolved,  That  we  recommend  to  the  next  General  lUMiution  from 
Conference,  to  graduate  the  claims  on  their  Conference  claims.*'*'" 
funds  according  to  the  time  of  service,  and  the  necessities 
of  the  claimants. 

*'  A  true  copy  from 'the  journal  of  the  Philadelphia  An- 
nual Conference,  held  at  Easton,  Md,,  dated  March  29th, 
1848."     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal. 

A  communication  in  referenoe  to  Carlisle  Station,  pre-  communication 
sented  by  Dr.  Durbin,  from  the  Philadelphia  Conference,  f'<>»°  ^arUsie. 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

A  resolution  of  the  preachers'  meeting,  Philadelphia,  communication 
was  presented  by  Dr.  Durbin,  asking  the  General  Confer-  Seetingt^FSS^ 
ence  to  take  some  method  to  secure  uniformity  in  the  mode  deiphia. 
of  pronouncing  the  benediction.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Rensal. 

A  communication  by  the  same,  from  Rev.  I.  T.  Cooper 
and  others,  in  regard  to  local  preachers.  First  question 
referred  to  the  bishops,  viz. :  *'  Where,  and  how,  is  a  local 
preacher  amenable  after  receiving  a  location,  and  before 
he  fixes  his  membership  in  some  Quarterly  Conference  V^ 

Second  question  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal, 
viz. :  "  Has  a  local  preacher  or  minister  of  the  M.  E. 
Church  a  right  to  enter  into  contract  with  another  church, 
or  with  an  association  out  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  for  his 
ministerial  services,  without  or  with  the  consent  of  the  ^ 
pastor  of  the  charge  where  he  belongs  ?  Is  such  a  right 
inherent  in  the  local  ministry  of  the  M.  E.  Church?" 

A  memorial  was  presented  from  the  Oneida  Conference,  Memorials    pre- 
on  the  subject  of  a  dqiository  of  books  at  Wilkesbarre. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

A  memorial  on  boundaries,  from  the  Rock  River  Con- 
ference, was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Voted,  that  so  much  of  the  journals  of  the  Genesee 
Conference  as  refers  to  boundaries  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Boundaries. 

A  memorial  against  the  division  of  the  Ohio  Conference, 
from  the  preachers  on  Marietta  District,  presentbd  by  J. 
Young,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

A  petition  from  the  N.  Indiana  Conference,  asking  de- 
ductions from  the  claim  against  A.  Wood,  was  referred 
to  the  Book  Committee. 
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Mays.  A  memorial  from  the  Ebenezer  Sution  of  the  M.  £. 

Memorials   pre-  Chtircb,  in  St.  Louis,  was  presented  by  brother  Akers. 
■ented.  ^pj^^  reading  wa«  called  for,  and  ordered. 

Moved  to  refer  said  memorial  to  the  Committee  on  the 
State  of  the  Church. 

J.  A.  Collins  moved  to  amend,  by  referring  so  much  of 
said  memorial  as  refers  to  the  Episcopacy,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Episcopacy.  Amendment  adopted.  Voted  to 
refer  the  balance  of  the  memorial  to  the  Committee  on 
the  State  of  the  Church. 

A  memorial  from  the  African  M.  E.  Church  in  St. 
Louis.  Read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State 
of  the  Church. 

A  memorial  from  the  Cape  Girardeau  Circuit  Quarterly 
Conference,  presented  by  brother  Akers,  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

A  petition  in  reference  to  a  claim  against  B.  C.  Wood. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Bev.    MessxB.        Credentials  of  Rey.  M.  Richey,  J.  Ryerson,  and  Anson 

wo^nk  GriSnj  Green,   as  representatives  of  the  Wesleyan  MeUiodist 

of  Canada.        Church  in  Canada,  were  presented  by  the  bishop,  and 

read,  whereupon  Rev.  Anson  Green  was  introduced  to  the 

Conference,  and  invited  to  a  seat. 

P.  P.  Sandford  moved  to  call  up  the  resolution  laid  on 
the  table  yesterday,  in  reference  to  inviting  visiting  breth- 
ren within  the  bar.     Carried. 

Moved,  as  a  substitute  to  the  previous  motions,  that  all 
General  Conference  officers,  and  all  traveling  ministers, 
be  invited  to  take  their  seats  within  the  bar ;  and  that  the 
officers  be  invited  to  speak  upon  any  matters  which  con- 
cern their  offices.  Carried. 
Committee  to  ar^  J.  A.  CoUins  moved  that  a  committee  of  6re,  to  arrange 
^Sed.  *^      the  Discipline,  be  appointed. 

Committee     on      Moved,  by  J.  Floy,  that  a  committee  of  seven  be  ap* 
Hynui-Book  or-  p^jjug^^  ^  ^y^^  ^^^  consideration  the  revisal  of  the  Hymn- 
Book  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  and  report  whether  they 
deem  any  improvement  necessary, 
itomoriai    from      On  motion  of  J.  Holdich,  the  Conference  reconsidered 
iphia.     ^y^^  motion  referring  the  memorial  from  Philadelphia,  on 
the  subject  of  graduating  claims,  to  the  Committee  on  Re- 
visal.    It  was   moved   to  refer  said  subject  to  a  select. 
Referred   to    a  committee  of  seven.     Brother  Wright  moved  to  substitute 
committee     of  ^  committee  of  seven,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, which  was  carried. 
BishoDs  Bedding      Bishop  Hedding  referred  a  portion  of  the  administration 
SS^e  5?j^n  n!  ^^  himself  and  Bishop  Janes,  which  had  been  called  in 
Maffltt.  question,  through  a  public  print,  by  the  Rev.  E.  Bowen, 

to  the  General  Conference,  expressing  the  wish  of  him- 
self and  Bishop  Janes  that  it  might  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Episcopacy.     Bishop  Janes  concurred  in 


tids  request.    On  motion  of  J.  T.  Peck,  euchi  reference    ^  Ma9% 
was  made.  RsforndtoCom* 

A  resolution  offered  by  N.  WUson,  in  relation  to  the  Jjjt^y.''"  ^^' 
Southern  boundary,  was,  on  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  G.  Filmore,  Conference  adjourned. 
Prayer  by  brother  Bonney. 

WEDNESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  3.  Mays. 

Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  Bishop  Hamline  in  the 
chair. 

After  the  tisuid  religious  services  by  brother])  Crews, 
the  Journals  were  read. 

The  certificate  of  James  Porter,  of  the  New^England  Certuictte  of  j. 
Conference,  was  presented.  He  was  duly  recognized,  and  Si^'  pw«ent- 
took  his  seat. 

Bishop  Hamline  announced  the  following  committees, 
nam^ : — 

Committee    on     Revisal. — George    Peck,    George  Committee   on 
Gary,  James  M'Mahan,  Peter  Akers,  Levi  Scott,  Hiram     *^*^' 
Kinsley^,  Timothy  Benedict. 

Committee  on  the  Arrangement  of  Discipline. —  committee  on 
Tobias  Spicer,  J.  A.  Collins,  Edward  Thompson,  H.  oSdp^T"*''^ 
S.  Talbot,  James  Porter.  ' 

Committee  on  Finance.— Charles  Cooke,  John  Bear,  committee   on 
Glezen  Filmore,  J.  H.  Power,  Hooper  Crews,  J.  H.  Jeune,  ^^*™'* 
Isaac  Parks.  * 

Committee  to  consider  and  report  on  the  Revisal  committee  on 
OP  the  Htmn.Book.--C.  ElUott,  M.  Simpson,  W.  Hos-  gJSi'iSJk!^^ 
mer,  J.  Floy,  David  Patten,  G.  F.  Brown,  Nelson  Rounds. 

The  Bishops  presented  several  questions  of  Discipline,  QaestionsofDis- 
for  the  decision  of  the  General  Conference.     N.  Wilson  J^^^    ^^\ 
moved  to  publish  said  qj^estions  in  the  Daily  Christian 
Advocate. 

P.  P.  Sandford  moved  to  amend  by  striking  ont  the 
Daily  Christian  Advocate,  and  to  insert  two  hundred 
copies  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence. 

Hiram  Mattison  moved  as  a  substitute :  "  Resolved,  That 
the  documents  be  published  in  the  Daily  Christian  Advo- 
(j^te,  subject  to  the  revision  of  the  Bishops." 

J.  Clark  moved  to  lay  the  motion,  amendments,  and 
substitute,  on  the  table,  which  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  P.  Cartwright,  voted  to  suspend  the  roles,  Roles suHwnded. 
to  allow  the  Bishops  to  submit  certain  questions  of  order 
to  the  Conference  for  decision. 

Are  the  following  motions  debateable  1  To  lay  on  the 
table,  previous  question,  to  read  a  paper  pending  a  ques- 
tion, to  reconsider,  to  take  up  items  6f  business. 

Brother  Collins  moved,  that  a  motion  to  adjourn  and  to 
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RtdM   suspend'  was  withdrawn. 

^  J.  Holdich  moved  that  those  questions  be  referred  to  a 

committee  of  three  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Brother  Murray  offered  as  a  substitute,  that  all  ques- 
tions of  order,  not  embraced  in  our  rules,  shall  be  decided 
by  the  chair  according  to  Congressional  usages.     Carried. 
J.  A.  Collins  moved  to  reconsider  the  substitute. 
It  was  moved  to  lay  Brother  Collins'  motion  on  the 
table.    Not  carried.    The  motion  to  reconsider  {^evailed. 
Brother  Massey  withdrew  the  substitute. 
Brother  Collins  moved,  that  a  motion  to  lay  on  the  table 
be  not  considered  debateable. 

The   Superintendents    requested    leave    to   withdraw 

their    paper    for   the    present      Voted    that   leave    be 

granted. 

John  Bear's  cer-      John  Bear's  certificate  of  election  as  a  delegate  from 

sented.     ^^  Bnltimore  Conference  was  presented,  whereupon  he  was 

duly  recognized,  and  took  his  seat. 
Memoriaifi    pre   *  J.  Kcnnaday  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Philadelphia 
aented.  German  Church.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Missions. 

P.  P.  Sandford  presented  a  memorial  on  the  same  sub- 
ject from  New-York.    Referred io  Committee  on  Missions. 
J.  Floy  presented  a  memorial  from  the  New-York  Con- 
ference asking  for  a  division  of  the  Conference.     Referred 
to  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

P.  P.  Sandford  presented  a  counts  memorial  on  the 
same  subject. 

Brother  Holdich  presented  sundry  memorials  from  the 
city  of  New- York,  on  the  same  subject. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  the  Allen-street  Church,  New- 
York,  on  the  division  of  the  Conference.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Dr.  Peck  presented  a  memorial  froip  William  J.  Brisley, 

and  others,  on  the  8ubj«*ct  of  restoring  our  itinerancy  in 

stations.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

Dr.  Diion  intro-      Rev.  Dr.  Dixon,  representative  of  the  Wesleyan  Metho- 

»   dnced  to   the  ^jg^  ChuTch  in  Great  Britain,  was  introduced  to  the  Con- 

Contereoce.         .  «  •      •      i 

ference,  and  mvited  to  a  seat. 
Memorials    pre-      Osman  C.   Baker  presented  a  memorial  from  New- 
seated.  Hampshire    Conference,    praying    for   a    rule  requiring 
superannuated  preachers  to  give  an  accountof  their  receipts. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

D.  Holmes  presented  a  memorial  from  Oneida  Confer- 
ence, praying  for  the  division  of  said  Conference.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Boundaries, 
coramuiueaiion  ^V.  Marsh  presented  a  communication  from  John 
andJ "RiciT"™"^  Hamm  and  J.  Rich,  in  relation  to  moneys  contributed  for 
the  rebuilding  of  the 'Book  Concern.  Referred  to  Commit- 
tee on  the  State  of  the  Church. 
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M.  RUl  presented  a  memorial  fiom  H.  W.  Pilsbnry,       Maya, 
and  others,  in  -  relation  to  Conference  name,  &c.    Re-  ^^<°J^4^   p'^' 
ferred  to  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

A  communication  by  brother  Poe|  from  J.  M.  Armstrong,  communicauon 
in  relation  to  the  Wyandott  Mission.  Referred  to  the  Wy!!^dottmi^ 
Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church.  "i<>i>- 

By  J.  Dodge,  in  relation  to  claims  on  the  Book  Concern.  ^^^  ^^  Book 
Referred  to  Committee  on:  Book  Concern.  ^^"^' 

Another  communication  of  the  same  character,  in  rela- 
tion to  Chandler  Wheeler,,  was  presented  by  brother 
Holmes. 

Resolutions  by  Trustees  of  Genesee  Wesleyan  Semi- Division  of  oene- 
nary,  in  relation  ta  the  division  of  Genesee  Conference,  »»«  Conference. 
presented  by  J.  B.  Alverson. 

J.  B.  Finley  presented  communications  in  relation  to  Aitemionof  Dis- 
an  alteration'  of  Discipline..    Referred  to  Committee  on  ^^   ^'' 
Revisal. 

Brothef  Elliott  presented  two  memorials  from  Ken-  *'«"jwj**«  p'*- 
tucky,  asking  redress  for  the  grievances  growing  out  of  ^^ 
division  line. 

Another  by  the  same,  from  Batesville,  Ark.,  on  the  same 
subject.  Read.  P.  P.  Sandford  moved  that  the  further 
reading  of  a  communication  from  Strawberry  Plains,  Ark., 
be  dispensed  with,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  State  of  the  Church.  Lost,  and  the  reading 
proceeded.  Voted  to  refer  to  Committee  on  the  State  of 
the  Church. 

By  general  consent,  the  rules  of  the  Conference  were  Credentials    of 
suspended,  and  the  credentials  of  Dr.  Dixon,  representa-  ^^'  ^"^' 
tive  from  England,  were  presented  and  read.     Dr.  Dixon 
then  addressed  the  Conference. 

On  motion  of  J.  T.  Peck, 

**  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  Annual  Conferences  Thanks  of  con- 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States  g^on.*  ^"^  ^''' 
of  America,  in  General  Conference  assembled  :  1st.  That 
the  cordial  thanks  of  this  body  be  presented  to  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Dixon,  and  through  him  to  the  Conference  he  repre- 
sents, for  the  honor  conferred  on  us  in  his  presence  and 
address,  and  that  he  be  affectionately  invited  to  take  such 
part  in  our  deliberations  as  may  be  agreeable  to  him. 
2d.  That  the  communication  from  the  British  Conference, 
presented  by  him,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee  of 
three,  with  instructions  to  report  the  reply  of  the  Confer- 
ence."    • 

Resumed  the  call  for  memorials,  &c. 

A  memorial    from    Mount   Sion    society    by   brother  Petitions    and 
Tomlirison.     Referred  to  Committee  on  the  Slate  of  the  Memorials. 
Church. 

Also  a  communication  from  an  Interior  society  by  the 
same.     Read,  and  referred  as  above. 
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Mays. 

Petitioiit     and 
Memorials. 


Sesolutions  re- 
ferred to  Com- 
niittee  on  Mis- 
■umB,  and  to 
Committee  on 
Book  Concern. 


Commnnication 
from  Arkansas. 


Brother  Hfrr-^^tition  for  the  diviekm  of  die  Ohio 
Conference.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Brother  Brenton  presented  a  petition  relative  to  a  line 
of  division.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Boondaries. 

Brother  Jacoby  presented  resolutions  of  the  Illinois 
Conference,  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Missions.  Also  resolotions  of  the  German  brethren  in 
Ohio,  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern. 

"  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Journals  of  the  Illi- 
nois Conference  as  relate  to  boundaries  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Boundaries."    Carried. 

By  motion  the  call  for  memorials  was  suspended  to  begin 
with  Illinois  to-morrow. 

A  communication  was  read  from  members  of  the  Church 
in  Arkansas,  and  referred  to  Committee  on  the  State  of 
the  Church. 

The  following  communication  from  Dr.  L.  Pierce  was 
read  and  referred  to  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church : 


Communication  "  To  the  Bishops  and  Members  of  the  Methodist  Episeopd 
j52S:e.^*    ^*  Churchy  in  General  Conference  assembled : 

"  Reverend  and  Dear  Brethren, — The  General 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
appointed  me  as  their  delegate  to  bear  to  you  the  Christian 
salutations  of  the  Church,  South,  and  to  assure  you, 
that  they  sincerely  desire  that  the  two  great  bodies  of 
Wesleyan  Methodists,  North  and  South,  should  maintain 
at  all  times  a  warm,  confiding,  and  brotherly  fraternal 
relation  to  each  other.  And  that  through  me  they  make 
this  offer  to  you,  and  very  ardently  desire  that  you,  on 
your  part,  wiU  accept  the  offer  in  the  same  spirit  of  bro- 
therly love  and  kindness. 

'*  The  acceptance  or  rejection  of  this  proposition,  made 
by  your  southern  brethren,  is  entirely  at  your  disposal ; 
and,  as  my  situation  is  one  of  painful  solicitude  until  this 
question  is  decided,  you  will  allow  me  to  beg  your  earhest 
attention  to  it. 

"  And  I  would  further  say,  that  your  reply  to  this  com- 
munication will  most  gratify  me  if  it  is  made  officially,  in 
the  form  of  resdutions. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respeotfuUy,  yours  in  the 
unity  of  Wesleyan  Methodism,  • 

**L.  Pierce, 
*<  Delegate  from  the  Methodist  E.  Church,  SatOh. 

"  Pittsburgh,  May  3,  1848." 


By  vote,  the  further  reading  of  memorials  was  dispensed 
with. 
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The  following  are  the  chairmen  of  the  Standing  Com-       Mart. 
mittees : 

Episcopacy,  P.  P;  Sandford.  chairmen     of 

Itinerancy,  P.  Akers.        \  ^m™»«>w- 

Boundaries,  A.  Poe. 

Book  Concern,  J.  A.  Collins. 

Missions,  C.  Pitman. 

State  of  the  Church,  Geo.  Peck. 

Petition  of  John  Monroe  referred  to  Committer  m  the  Petition  of  j. 
Book  Concern.  Momoe. 

.  By  motion,  the  Conference  determined  to  raise  a  com*  ^^^^  ^ 
mittee  to  pnUish  its  proceedings.  Sigs  of^confer- 

Brother  Hunter  was,  on  motion  of  brother  Wilson,  ap«  «>^- 
pointed  chairman  of  said  committee. 

Brother  Finley  moved  to  amend,  by  appointing  all  our 
editors  said  committee,  adding  the  ectitor  of  Zion's  Herald. 

On  motion.  Conference  adjourned.     Prayer  by  brother 
Kinsley. 


THURSDAY  MORNING,  MAY  4.  ^^^ 

Conference  was  opened  with  the  usual  religious  exer- 
cises, by  brother  James  6.  Finley.  Bishop  Janes  in  the 
chair. 

The  joumars  were  read  and  approved. 

The  chair  announced  the  committee  to  respond  to  the  ^g®"^**^^^^^ 
communication  from  the  Wesleyan  Conference,  England,  fe^n  conf^- 
by  Dr.  Dixon :  J.  P.  Durbin,  C.  Elliott,  C.  Pitman.  ®"*'«- 

The  Superintendents  reply  to  questions  of  law  submit-  ^*jjjg^*  ^"^  ^ 
ted  to  them  by  the  Conference,  "  That  there  is  no  rule  of  ?aw!  °°*     ^ 
Discipline  on  the  point ;  and  in  another  paper  we  have  sug- 
gested one  meeting  the  'case.'*    Several  questions  were 
submitted  by  the  Bishops  to  the  consideration  of  the  Ge- 
neral Conference. 

«  Pittshwrgh,  May  Ath,  1848. 

'^  To  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

The  Superintendents  respectfully  submit  to  your  con-  Amendments  of 
sideration  the  propriety  of  the  following  alterations  of,  p^aed^^ 
and  additions  to,  the  Discipline,  to  relieve  the  administra-  ^i*Aops. 
tion  of  existing  embarrassments :— * 

1.  In  chap.  1,  sec.  21,  answer  to  question  4,  immedi- 
ately after  the  first  period,  insert  the  words,  *  If  the  ac- 
cused refuse  or  neglect  to  appear  before  said  committee, 
he  may  be  tried  in  his  absence.' 

2.  In  chap.  1,  sec.  19,  answer  to  question  4,  immedi- 
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May 4.       ately  after  the  words  'traveling  preacher/   insert  the 
Amendmenta  of  words,  *  or  with  havinfif  neglected  his  work.* 

the  Discipline         #••■«,  ,a  •,  i 

proposed     by       3.  In  cfaap.  1,  sec.  19,  answer  to  question  1,  so  alter 
the  Biihops.      i]^^  sentence  after  the  word  '  suspend,'  as  to  make  it  read, 

'  from  all  ministerial  services  and  church  privileges,  until 

the  ensuing  Annual  Conference.' 

4.  In  chap.  1,  sec.  9,  answer  to  question  4,  immediately 
after  the  words  '  proposed  for  trial,'  insert  the  words,  '  If 
a  preacher  on  trial  be  discontinued,  he  shall  be  a  local 
preacher  on  the  circuit  or  station  where  he  had  his  last 
appointment.' 

5.  In  chap.  1,  sec.  21,  answer  to  question  1,  so  alter 
the  fifth  para^aph  in  the  answer  as  to  make  it  read, 
*  Every  local  elder,  deacon,  and  preacher,  shall  be  ame- 
nable to  the  Quarterly  Conference  of  the  circuit  or  sta- 
tion  where  he  resides.  He  shall  have  his  name  recorded 
on  the  journal  of  said  Quarterly  Conference,  and  also 
enrolled  on  a  class  paper,  and  meet  in  class,  if  the  dis- 
tance of  his  place  of  residence  be  not  too  great :  or  in  the 
neglect  of  either,  he  shall  not  be  permitted  to  exercise 
his  ministerial  office.' 

Questions  of  law      The  Bishops  also  request  the  General  Conference  to 
hyUie  Biihops.  ^jQugj^er  and  decide  the  following  questions  of  law  : — 

1.  Has  a  presiding  elder  the  right  to  employ  a  local 
preacher,  without  his  having  been  recommended  by  a 
Quarterly  Conference  ? 

2.  When  an  Annual  Conference  decides  that  a  preacher, 
having  charge,  has  received  or  expelled  a  member  con- 
trary to  the  rules  of  Discipline,  what  effect  (if  any)  has 
such  decision  upon  the  Church  relations  of  said  member  1 

3.  When  a  member  receives  a  certificate  of  membership 
from  a  preacher  having  charge  of  a  circuit  or  station, 
where  is  he  responsible  for  his  moral  conduct  until  he 
joins  again  ? 

4.  When  a  disciplinary  certificate  is  given,  how  long  is 
it  valid  ? 

5.  Is  testimony  taken  before  a  committee  sitting  in  the 
case  of  an  accused  member  of  an  Annual  Conference,  in 
the  interim  of  the  Conference,  to  be  received  as  evidence 
in  the  trial  of  said  minister  before  the'  Annual  Conference  ? 
If  so,  ought  not  some  rule  to  be  provided  for  taking  such 
testimony  ? 

6.  Are  questions  relating  to  the  admissibility  of  testi- 
mony questions  of  law  ? 

7.  When  a  preacher  who  differs  in  judgment  from  the 
majority  of  the  society,  or  the  select  number,  concerning 
the  innocence  or  guilt  of  an  accused  person,  and  carries  up 
the  trial  to  tbe  Quarterly  Conference,  is  it  an  appeal  or  a 
new  trial  ? 

8.  In  an  appeal,  when  the  Discipline  does  not  limit  the 
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evidence  by  special  provision^  to  the  testimony  taken  be         May  4. 
low,  may  new  evidence  be  admitted  ?"  ^ 

Brother  Wilson  moved  that  these  questions  be  published 
in  the  Pittsburgh  Daily  Christian  Advocate. 

Brother  Finley  moved  as  a  substitute,  that  300  copies 
be  printed  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  Conference. 

On  motion,  the  above  motion  and  substitute  were  laid 
on  the  table. 

On  motion,  the  first  paper  was  referred  to  Committee  QuesUom  refer- 

^^  r>«^;<.«]  red:  the  first,  to 

on  Kevisal.  Committee    on 

The  second  was  referred  to  a  select  committee  offive^  ?*^^'?^'***®,!?: 

-  ^  ./      »    conditoaselect 

to  examine  and  report  thereon.  committee    of 

The  call  for  petitions,  memorials,  and  appeals.  *^®*^ 

A  communication  from  J.  Laws,  in  reference  to  his  ^£JJJ^**  °'  ^ 
indebtedness  to  Book  Concern.     Referred  to  Committee 
on  the  Book  Concern. 

A  communication  from  Nelson  Henry,  Cape  Girardeau  ^"J'^jj*^ 
circuit,  Missouri,  was  read,  and,  on  motion,  referred  to 
Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

A  communication  was  received  from  J.  C.  Green.  <>>mmii^cation 

Brother  Dempster,  to  test  the  law  question,  moved,  tha^t 
it  be  the  sense  of  this  Conference,  that  J.  C.  Green  has 
a  right  to  an  appeal  to  this  Conference.     Lost. 

On  motion,  it  was  voted  to  lay  the  letter  of  J.  C.  Green 
on  the  table  till  the  law  question  be  determined.   Carried. 

On  motion,  voted  that  the  question  of  law  stated  by 
Bishop  Hedding  be  referred  to  the  select  committee  pre- 
viously ordered  on  law  questions. 

The  question  of  law  is  this:  Is  a  member  of  an  Annual  Question  of  law. 
Conference  withdrawn  from  the  Church  when  be  says  to  a 
Bishop  or  Presiding  Elder,  "  I  withdraw  *^  or  is  it  the  pro- 
vince of  the  Conference  of  which  he  is  a  member  to  de- 
cide whether  he  is  withdrawn  or  not  ? 

A  memorial  in  behalf  of  L.  Waugh,  of  Missouri,  was  Men^mnais    pre 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  ^ 

P.  Cartwright  presented  a  memorial  from  Wesley  Chapel 
charge  in  St.  Louis.  P.  P.  Sandford  moved,  to  dispense 
with  the  reading,  which  failed. 

The  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

Memorial  from  Hannibal,  Missouri,  was  received,  and 
referred  as  above. 

Brother  Cartwright  presented  the  appeal  of  C.  Atkinson,  ^^pJ^j^®^  ^-  ^^' 
of  the  Illinois  Conference.     The  paper  was,  on  motion, 
received,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

Brother  Akers  presented  a  communication  from  H.  *^|5I^°H^*n^! 
Hubbard,  which  was  referred  to  Committee  on  the  State  bt^  and  j.  An- 
of  the  Church.  ^^^^"^ 

Also,  a  communication  from  J.  Anderson,  referred  to 
he  same  committee. 
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Ob  uBlfonnitv  in 
Public  Worship. 


ibddnMfiromN. 


Memorial  from 
Kindextioolu 


of 

Oneida  Confer- 
ence. 


D. 


May  4.  On  Biodon,  tke  vote  refeiriiig  the  oommimication  of  L. 

Waugh  to  Committee  on  Finance,  was  reconsidered,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 
Beport  of  Book      The  report  of  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  was  xead, 
Y^^**^^^'  and  their  exhibit  was  presented  and  read.     Referred  to 

the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 
Report  of  Book       The  report  of  the  Book  Committee  was  presented,  read, 
•  Committee.      ^jj  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Voted  to  suspend  the  order  of  the  day  to  receive  a  reso- 
lution from  brother  Holdich,  which  is  as  follows : — 

''Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Philadelphia 
memorial  on  uniformity  in  pronouncing  the  benediction, 
be  directed  to  consider  also  the  subject  of  uniformity  in 
the  manner  of  conducting  public  worship  generally." 

Brother  G.  Peck  presented  an  address  from  the  New- 

»nceSocietsr  York  Temperance  Society.     Referred  to  Committee  on 
Temperance. 

Memorial  from  Kinderhook,  New-York  Conference,  on 
the  subject  of  boundaries,  presented  by  brother  Clark,  and 
referred  to  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Resolutions  of  Oneida  Conference,  on  the  subject  of 
publishing  the  sermons  of  living  ministers,  presented 
by  S.  Comfort.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Book 
Concern. 

By  D.  Holmes,  an  extract  from  the  journals  of  the 
Oneida  Conference,  requesting  to  be  exonerated  from  debt 
to  Book  Concern.  Referred  to  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern. 

W.  Reddy  presented  a  petition  relative  to  book  de- 
pository.    Referred  as  above. 
DiTwionofMaine      J.  H.  Jenne,  petition  on  the  subject  of  the  division  of 
Conference.      ^^^  Maine  Conference.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Bound- 
aries. 

A  communication  from  Caspar  Joist,  praying  for  help. 

Read,  and  referred  to  Committee  on  Missions. 

Extract!   from       Extracts  from  the  journals  of  the  Genesee  Conference, 

OeneseSr^on^  presented  by  brother  Filmore.     Referred  to  Committee 

ference.  on  Book  Concern.     Also,  one  relative  to  revision  of  the 

Hymn-book.     Referred  to  Committee  on  that  subject 

Petitions  presented  by  J.  Dodge  and  J.  Dennis,  on  the 
subject  of  dividing  the  Genesee  Conference.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Brother  Elliott  presented  a  petition  from  Putnam,  Ohio, 
relative  to  admitting  members  of  other  churches  to  the 
Lord's  Supper.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Revisal. 

Brother  Nast  presented  a  communication  from  brethren 
in  Cincinnati,  relative  to  a  central  German  Church.  Read, 
and  referred  to  Committee  on  Missions. 

The  further  call  for  memorials,  &c.,  was  by  vote  sus- 
pended, to  begin  with  Ohio. 


Petition  of 
Holmes. 


Petitions     and 
memorials. 


legated 
lal      C 


nual      Confer- 
ence. 
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The  Bkbops  announced  P.  P.  Sandford,  J.  Davis,  G.       Mmji. 
Filmore,  G.  Gary,  and  R.  Hopkins,  the  Committee  on  ^J^u^gtio^ 
Questions  of  Law. 

Conference  adjourned.    Prayer  by  A.  GrifELth. 

FRIDAY  MORNING,  MAY  5.  Mays. 

Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened  with 
the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother  Reed.  Bishop 
Hedding  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read. 

The  presiding  Bishop  presented  the  following  paper  :•— - 

"  Pittsburgh,  May  5M,  1848. 

"  To  the  General  Conference  of  the  M.  £.  Church.-*-  Delegated  An- 
The  Bishops  recommend  to  the  General  Conference, 
that  it  take  the  proper  stepe  toward  the  organization  of  a 
delegated  Annual  Conference,  to  consist  of  one  delegate 
from  each  Annual  Conference,  to  receive  and  try  appeals 
from  the  members  of  the  Annual  Conferences,  and  to  re- 
view the  acts  of  the  General  Conference,  and  suspend 
the  operations  of  such  of  its  enactments  as  are  decided  to 
be  unconstitutional,  until  the  next  succeeding  General 
Conference,  or  such  other  constitutional  tribunal,  wi^ 
appellate  jurisdiction,  as  they  may  judge  proper." 

Moved  to  refer  said  recommendation  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. 

Moved  to  amend,  so  as  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on     ' 
Law  Questions.     Motion  as  amended  carried. 

Voted,  to  add  seven  to  the  Law  Committee. 

Reports  of  Standing  Committees  called  for. 

Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  reported,  in  part, 
as  follows : — 

''  That  they  have  had  under  consideration  the  letter  Report  of  Com- 
from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Pierce,  and  that  they  recommend  to  the  "^^  °f  *£® 
General  Conference  the  adoption  of  the  following  preamble  church  on  Dr. 

IT,.  *  ®  *  Pierce's  Letter. 

and  resolution : — 

"  Whereas,  a  letter  from  Rev.  L.  Pierce,  D.D.,  dele- 
gate of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  proposing 
fraternal  relations  between  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  has  been 
presented  to  this  Conference,  and  whereas,  there  are 
serious  questions  and  difficulties  existing  between  the  two 
bodies : 

"  Therefore  resolved.  That  while  we  tender  to  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Pierce  all  personal  courtesies,  and  invite  him  to  at- 
tend our  sessions,  this  General  Conference  does  not  con- 
sider it  proper,  at  present,  to  enter  into  fraternal  relations 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

(Signed)  " Geo.  Peck,  Chairman'* 
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May  5.  Moved  to  adopt  the  report. 

Brother  coUiiu'       John  A.  CoUins  moved  to  amend,  so  that  the  considera- 
amendment.      ^^^^^  ^^  ^y^^  report  be  delayed  until  the  questions  of  a 
division  of  Church  property,  and  of  the  division  line,  are 
settled. 

Voted  to  lay  brother  Collins'  motion  to  amend  on  the 
table. 
J.  Hoidich'sBub-      J.  Holdich  moved  the  following  substitute  to  the  origiaal 
*^'"*®'  resolution  in  the  report : — 

"  1.  Resolved,  That  ihis  General  Conference  invite  Dr. 
Pierce,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  to  take 
a  seat  in  the  house  and  address  us  on  the  subject  of  his 
mission. 

**  2.  Resolved,  That  as  to  fraternization,  we  are  not  pre- 
pared at  present  to  give  any  decision,  but  shall  leave  that 
point  open  to  further  consideration,  under  whatever  light 
/      or  information  we  may  receive  bearing  upon  that  ques- 
tion." 
Laid  on  table.         J.  D.  Bridge  moved  to  lay  brother  Holdich's  substitute 

on  the  table.     Carried. 
Dr.  Tomiinson's       Dr.  Tomlinson  moved  to  amend  the  report,  by  adding 
amendinent.      ^^^  following,  namely  :  "  Provided,  however,  that  nothing 
in  this  resolution  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  operate  as  a 
bar  to  any  propositions  from  Dr.  Pierce,  or  any  other  re- 
presentative of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
toward  the  settlement  of  existing  difficulties  between  that 
body  and  this." 
Dr.Durbin'Bstib-      Dr.  Durbin  moved  as  a  substitute  to  Dr.  Tomlinson's 
stitute.  amendment  as  follows,  namely : — 

"  Resolved,  That  in  so  far  as  Dr.  Pierce  may   come 
with  authority  to  adjust  the  difficulties  between  the  two 
bodies,  we  will  cordially  confer  with  him." 
subrtitate failed.      Dr.  Durbin's  substitute  failed,  and  the  question  recur- 
red on  Dr.  Tomlinson's  amendnient. 

Brother  Walker  moved  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the 
table.     Not  carried. 

Moved  by  brother  Holmes,  that  the  vote  be  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays.     Carried. 

Moved  by  brother  Collins  to  amend,  by  inserting  instead 
of  "  to  attend  our  sessions,"  to  take  a  seat  within  the  bar. 
On  motion  laid  on  the  table. 
Dr.  TomiiMon'a       The  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  and  the  vote  stood, 

amendment  a-  ^  .%  -^  ^,  l        *        o       -.1-  ^ 

dopted.  yeas  147 — no  nays:  three    absent.     So   the  report,  as 

amended,  was  unanimously  adopted. 
Dr.  Pierce  to  be       H.  Mattison  moved  that  the  Secretaries  be  instructed 
a^py^M;he  *©  forward  to  Dr.  Pierce  an  official  copy  of  tbe  action 
*ction  of  the  of  this   Conference,  in   relation  to  his   communication. 

Conference  m    ^       .    ,  ' 

bis  case.  Uamed. 

John  A.  Collins  reported,  in  part,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Book  Concern,  as  fcHlows : — 
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\  * 

**  The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  recommend  the       Miys. 
adoption  of  the  following  resolutions  : — 

'*  Ist.  That  the  agents  at  New- York  be  directed  to  re-  Report  of  Book 
lease  C.  Wheeler   from   so   much  of  his   indebtedness  no^l*"***' 
to  the  Book  Concern,  as  is  due  to  him  from  Ambrose 
Abbott,  with  the  understanding  that  he  (Wheeler)  use  his 
best  efforts  to  collect  the  amount  from  Abbott,  and  pay  it 
to  the  Concern. 

"  2d.  Resolved,  &c.,  That  the  accounts  of  Aaron  Wood 
be  referred  to  the  agents  at  New- York,  to  be  settled  at 
their  discretion. 

''  3d.  Resolved,  ^c.  That  the  agents  at  New-York/be 
directed  to  remit  the  claims  of  the  Concern  against  the 
several  preachers  of  the  Genesee,  Oneida,  and  Black  Ri- 
ver Conferences,  growing  out  of  their  connection  with  the 
indebtedness  of  the  Auburn  Banner." 

Report  considered,  item  by  item,  and  the  items  were      Adopted, 
severally  adopted. 

Voted  to  adopt  the  report. 

The  New-Jersey  delegation  announced  brother  Shaw 
on  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  in  the  place  of  brother 
Winner. 

J.  J.  Matthias  offered  the  following  resolution  : —  j.  j.  Matthias** 

"  That  the  clause  in  Discipline,  on  page  161,  in  answer  "^J^jJ^    *^ 
to  question  2d,  in  the  words  following :  *  Provided  that  Discipline. 
no  district  shall  contain  more  than  fifteen  appointments,' 
be  stricken  out."     Referred  to  Committee^ on  Revisal. 

The  Bishop  reported  the  addition  ordered  to  the  Com-  Additional  mem- 
mittee  on  Law  Questions,  namely :  James  B.  Finley,  P.  JJJJ  ^^  ^ 
Cartwright,  P.  Crandall,  S.  Comfort,  M.  Simpson,  W.  H. 
Goode,  £.  Thompson. 

D.  Dailey  offered  the  following : —  d.  DaUey*!  reso- 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  instructed  }^^  ^  ?* 
to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  so  amending 
the  Discipline  as  to  allow  an  Annual  Conference,  if  they 
think  proper,  to  withhold  the  allowance  of  a  claimant  upon 
the  funds  thereof,  when  such  claimant,  in  the  judgment 
of  the  Conference,  is  wealthy,  or  is  engaged  in  a  business 
which  affords  him  or  her  an  ample  support."  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Finance. 

Brother  Drummond  offered  the  following: —  Resolutions    to 

"  Resolved,  That  the  following  paragraph,  in  chap,  i,  Jf^^Jie'***  ^**' 
sec.  21,  pages  8  and  9,  of  the  Discipline,  namely,  *  No  ^^ 
^elder,  deacon,  or  preacher,  among  us,  shall  distill  or  vend 
spirituous  liquors,  without  forfeiting  his  official  standing,^ 
be  stricken  out."     Laid  on  the  table. 

Brother  Dailey  offered  the  following,  namely  i — 

*'  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  directed 
to  consider  the  propriety  of  amending  the  answer  to  the 
4th  question  of  sec.  9,  of  chap,  i,  pp.  40  and  41,  of  Disci- 
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Mays.       ]^e,  so  as  to  confoHii  the  nde  of  Discipline  to  the 

Resoiationf  to  universal  usage  of  the  Bishops  amd  Conferences  in  the 

cipSne!!^*  ^**'  reception  of  preachers  on  trial,  and  into  full  connection. 

**  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  also 

instructed  further  to  amend  the  above  answer,  so  as  to 

require  those  received  on  trial  to  stand  a  probation  of  fov 

years," 

Moved  to  refer  the  first  resolution  to  the  Committee 
on  Revisal. 
t  Moved  to  amend,  so  as  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  to 

arrange  the  Discipline. 
Time  having  arrived.  Conference  adjourned. 
Prayer  by  brother  Allen. 

May  6.  SATURDAY  MORNING,  MAT  6. 

Conference  met  as  usual  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was 
opened  with  the  customary  religious  exercises  by  brother 
J.  P.  Durbin.     Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read,  and  on  motion  the  rules  were 
,  suspended  to  receive  the  following  resolution : — 

Resolution  in  re»      «<  Resolved,  That  on  the  vote  of  yesterday,  laying  the  mo- 
Pie^  fitting  tiou  of  J.  A.  Collins,  inviting  Rev.  Dr.  Pierce,  within  the 
5*  OOTference"  ^^'  ^^  *^®  table,  WO  did  not  intend  to  exclude  Dr.  Pierce, 
but  believed  the  object  of  the  amendment  to  be  fully  in- 
cluded in  the  original  report.'* 

The  Secretar}^  ordered  to  furnish  Dr.  Pierce,  forthwith, 
a  copy  of  the  above  resolution. 
Report  of  Com-       The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  Reported,  in  part, 
^^li^N^^  and  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted : — 
adopted.  «  1.  That  the  claim  of  the  Book  Concern  against  John 

Monroe  be  referred  to  the  agents  at  Cincinnati,  to  be  set- 
tled at  their  discretion. 

'^2.  That  the  request  of  B.  C.  Wood,  be  not  granted. 
"3.  That  the  claims  of  the  Book  Concern  against 
James  Laws  be  referred  to  the  Ohio  Conference  and  the 
agents  at  Cineinatti,  for  sederaent  at  their  discretion. 

Ordered  that  the  Secretary  be  requested  to  furnish  the 
Ohio  Conference  with  a  copy  of  the  last  resolution. 
Report  of  Com-       The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  reported 
state^  0°  ^  further^  in  part,  as  follows  : — 

cinirch,  No.  1.  u  The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  respect- 
fully beg  leave  to  present  a  further  report,  in  part,  and  to 
recommend  to  the  General  Conference  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolution : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Bishops  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  respectfully  requested 
to  furnish  to  this  General  Conference  a  statement,  in 
writing,  of  the  instances  in  which  they  consider  that  the 
Plan  contingently  provided  by  the  last  General  Confer- 
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ence,  has  been  violated  by  tbe  authorities  of  the  Metho-        May  6. 
dist   Episcopal  Church,  South,  by  sending  ministers  aud  Report  of  corn- 
organizing  societies  within  the  bounds  of  the  territory  of  JJUJ^®  ^f   ^l 
this  Conference.  church.  No.  i. 

•        **  Respectfully  submitted. 

"  George  Peck,  Chairman^ 

Moved^  by  brother  Porter,  to  strike  out  the  term  Bish- 
ops in  the  resolution  of  the  report,  and  insert  a  special 
committee  of  five. 

Brother  Jesse  T.  Peck  offered  a  substitute  for  the  reso- 
lution of  the  committee,  which  is  as  follows ; — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Bishops  be  requested  to  furnish  the 
Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church    with  ^any  facts  ^ 
which  may  be  in  their  possession,  in  relation  to  alledged 
infractions  of  the  division  line."    Adopted. 

The  Committee  on  the  revision  of  our   Hymn-Book  Report  of  com- 
reported  as  follows :—  ^^'^„,  Z 

"  The  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  Hymn-Book. 
revising  the  Hymn-Book,  respectfully  j^port  that  in  their 
opinion  such  revision  ought  to  be  made ;  and  from  the 
best  information  before  them  they  believe  it  to  be  the 
general  impression  among  our  people  that  this  General 
Conference  will  provide  for  such  revision.  The  Book 
Committee  at  New-York,  consisting  of  representatives 
from  the  New-York,  the  Philadelphia,  and  the  New- Jersey 
Conferences,  associated  with  our  official  Editors,  unite  in 
requesting  such  revision  ;  and  we  have  before  us  a  reso- 
lution adopted  with  great  unanimity  by  the  Genesee  Con- 
ference, requesting  this  Conference  to  take  immediate 
measures  for  this  object:  At  the  same  time,  your  com- 
mittee are  deeply  impressed  *with  the  absolute  necessity 
of  intrusting  such  revision  to  those  who  will  make  it  with 
good  taste  and  sound  judgment.  We  present,  therefore, 
for  the  consideration  of  this  body,  the  following  resolu- 
tions : — 

"1.  Resolved,  That  this  Conference  appoint  a  com- 
mittee of  to  whom  shall  be  intrusted  the  duty  of 
preparing  a  revised  edition  of  our  standard  Hymn-Book. 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  when  said  committee  shall  have 
finished  their  labors,  the  result  shall  be  submitted  to  the 
Editors  and  Book  Committee,  at  New-York,  and  the  Bish- 
ops ;  and  when  approved  by  them,  tlie  new  Hymn-Bobk 
shall  be  published  at  our  Book  Concerns,  simultaneously, 
at  New-York  and  Cincinnati. 

"  3.  Resolved,  That  all  expenses  necessarily  incurred 
by  the  Committee  in  making  this  revision  be  defrayed  by 
the  Book  Agents. 

"  C.  Elliott,  Chairman. 

"  Pittsburgh,  May  6,  1848." 
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May  6. 
Amendments. 


Communication 
from  the  Book 
Coifimittee  of 
Canada  Con- 
ference. 

Exhibit  of  Wes- 
tern Book  Con- 
cern at  Cin- 
cinnati. 


Memorial  of  S. 
S.  Union  of  the 
M.  E.  Church. 


Petition  for  di- 
vision of  Ohio 
Conference. 


[^A  motion  that  it  lie  on  the  table  failed. 

The  report  was  read.  Brother  Goode  offered  the  fol- 
lowing amendment  to  the  first  resolution, "  the  majority  of 
whom  shall  be  traveling  preachers  in  the  regular  pastoral 
work.'*     Amendment  laid  on  the  table. 

The  blank  in  the  first  resolution  was  filled  with  the 
number  7.     The  resolution  is  as  follows  : 

"  1 .  Resolved,  That  this  Confprence  appointa  committee 
of  seven,  to  whom  shall  be  intrusted  the  duty  of  preparing 
a  revised  edition  of  our  standard  Hymn-Book. 

'*  2.  Resolved,  That  when  said  committee  shall  have 
finished  their  labors,  the  result  shall  be  submitted  to  the 
Editors  and  Book  Committee  at  New-York,  and  the  Bish- 
ops, and  when  approved  by  them,  the  new  Hymn-Book 
shall  be  ptiblished  simultaneously  at  our  Book  Concerns 
at  New-York  and  Cincinnati. 

''  3.  Resolved,  That  all  expenses  necessarily  incurred  by 
the  committee  in  making  this  revision  be  defrayed  by  the 
Book  Agents." 

4.  By  J.  T.  Peck.  "Resolved,  That  a  nominating 
committee  of  sev^n,  to  nominate  the  committee  to  re- 
vise the  Hymn-Book,  be  appointed."  Preamble  and  re- 
port adopted. 

A  Communication  from  the  Book  Committee  of  the 
Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  in  Canada  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

The  exhibit  of  the  Western  Book  Concern  at  Cincin- 
nati was  read.  The  report  of  the  Agents  was  read,  and 
also  the  report  of  the  Cincinnati  Book  Committee,  sdl  of 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  theBook  Con- 
cern. 

The  rules  were  suspended,  to  hear  the  appointments  for 
preaching  read. 

After  some  remarks  by  the  chairman  referring  to  the 
action  of  yesterday,  in  the  case  of  Dr.  Pierce,  brother 
Davis  moved  to  recommit  the  report,  with  the  understand- 
ing that  the  committee  are  at  full  liberty  to  appoint  any 
of  our  southern  brethren  to  preach  as  they  shall  judge 
proper.  Which,  on  motion  of  brother  HaU,  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Appointments  said, 
that  he  stood  corrected  by  the  vote  of  the  morning  relative 
to  Dr.  Pierce.  i 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  B.  GrifTen. 

The  memorial  of  the  Sunday  School  Union  of  the  M. 
E.  Church  read.  On  motion,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Sabbath  Schools,  to  report  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Brother  Wright  presented  a  petition  for  the  division  of 
the  Ohio  Conference.  It  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Boundaries: 
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A  memorial  from  Augusta  Circuit  was  read,  and  refer-        May  6. 
red  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church.     Also,  Memorials  from 
a  memorial  from  members  of  the  same  circuit.    Referred  '*'"^*^*^*'^"**- 
to  the  same  committee. 

Conference  adjourned.     Prayer  by  J.  D.  Bridge. 

MONDAY  MORNING,  MAY  8.  ^iays. 

Conference  met  at  8  o'clock,  and  was  opened  with 
appropriate  religious  exercises  by  brother  M'Mahan. 
Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read.  T.  Spicer  moved  to  suspend  Resoitifiononrc- 
the  order  of  the  day  to  make  room  for  certain  resolutions,  on^wtoraF  "S 
when  he  offered  the  following,  viz.: —  "^"^• 

"Resolved,  That  the  Committee  onRevisal  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  introducing  into  the 
Discipline  the  following  question  and  answer  immediately 
following  the  first  paragraph  on  page  60.  'Question. 
What  can  be  dotie  to  promote  pastoral  visiting  among  our 
people?  Answer.  In  the  annual  examination  of  preach- 
ers' characters,  they  shall  be  required  to  report  to  the  Con- 
ference the  number  of  pastoral  visits  they  have  made 
during  the  year.' " 

P.  P.  Sandford  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 
Lost, 

Voted  to  refer  the  resolution  to  the  Committee  on  Re-  Referred  to  Com- 

1  mlttee  on  Re- 

Visal.  visal. 

T.  Spicer  also  offered  the  following : —  t.  spicer's  reso- 

"  Resolved,  That  the  rule  of  discipline  excluding  dis-  iSe^^nd  ^ 
orderly   members  from    society   and   church  privileges,  of  intoxicating 
chap.  2,  sec.  7,  second  answer  to  the  question,  *  How  ^**^'^°"* 
shall  an  accused  member  be  brought  to  trial  ?'  page  95, 
be  so  amended  that  this  answer  shall  read  as  follows  : — 
« 2.  But  in  cases  of  neglect  of  duties  of  any  kind,  of  im- 
prudent conduct,  indulging  sinful  tempers  or  words,  the 
buying^  sellings  or  using  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beverage^ 
or  disobedience  to  the  order  and  discipline  of  the  Church,' 
&c;" 

Voted  to  refer  the  resolution  to  the  Committee  on 
Temperance. 

Brother  Wilson  moved  that  the  order  of  the  day  be  fur- 
ther suspended  to  make  way  for  resolutions.     Carried. 

Brother  Wilson  offered  the  following,  viz. : —  Resolution  on re- 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  instructed  ^j^  °^  ^"*^*- 
to  consider  and  report  on  the  propriety  of  so  altering  the 
Discipline  as  to  make  the  election  of  stewards  to  occur 
annually."     Laid  on  the  table. 

Brother  Wilson  also  moved  the  following: —  invitation  for  Dr. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  Dixon  be  respectfully  re-  ^j^SlJe  con^ 
quested  to  preach  a  sermon  to  the  Conference  from  the  feience. 
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May  8.       pulpit  of  this  chuTcb  on  Wednesday  next  easning,  at  half 
past  10  o'clock,  A.  M." 

H.  Mattison  moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out  half  past 
10  A.  M.,  and  inserting  2  P.  M.     Lost. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted  unaninously  by  a 
rising  vote. 

Course  of  study     S.  Comfort  moved  as  follows  : — 

fOT  local  pieaeh.     «»Resolved,That  a  committee  of  fivebe  appointed  to  draw  up 
and  report  a  course  of  study  for  local  preachers."^  Adopted. 

Resolution    for      J-  Clark  moved  the  following : — 

^^liSS  abo^     "  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be-?equested 

trustses.  to  take  into  consideration,  and  report  thereon,  the  propriety 

of  altering  the  Discipline,  part  2,  sec.  2,  so  as  to  provide 
for  the  appointment  of  trustees  for  all  our  houses  of  wor- 
ship and  parsonages,  by  an  election  of  the  church  or  pa- 
rish, as  the  case  may  be,  and  for  dividing  said  trustees 
into  three  classes,  one  of  which  to  be  chosen  annuaUy ; 
and  further  to  provide  for  dividing  all  boards  of  trustees 
into  classes,  as  above,  now  acting  under  the  provisions  of 
the  deed  of  settlement,  as  new  set  forth  in  our  book  of 
Discipline." 

Substitute  in  re-       M.  Simpson  offered   the  following  substitute  for  bro. 

istwn  to  tms-  QiarJ^jg  resolution,  which  was  accepted  by  the  mover  : — 
''  Resolved,  That  the  several  Annual  Conferences  be  re- 
quested to  take  such  measures  as  shall  enable  them  to  as- 
certain what  alterations  should  be  made  in  our  deed  of  set- 
tlement and  mode  of  appointment  of  trustees,  so  as  to 
accommodate  said  deed  to  the  laws  of  the  several  states ; 
and  when  said  Conferences  shall  have  prepared  said  deeds 
so  as  to  correspond  as  far  as  possibk  with  our  present 
deed,  then  the  Agents  shall  be  directed  to  publish  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  said  deeds,  to  be  distributed  gratis  to  the 
Presiding  Elders,  who  shall  be  charged  with  the  duty  of 
seeing  that  all  property  is  deeded  in  said  form.'" 

Laidontabie.        On  motion,  laid  on  the  table.* 
ResoiutioB  con-       J.  Porter  moved  as  follows : — 

StLndinte  ^of       "  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools  be 

s.  s.  members  instructed  to  consider  the  subject  of  constituting  superin- 

ConferencM?^  tendeuts  of  Sunday  schools,  who  are  membefs  of  our 
Church,  and  are  appointed  according  to  our  rules,  mem- 
bers of  the  Quarterly  Conferences  with  which  their 
schools  are  connected,  and  report  thereon."  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools. 
Subject  of  Home       Brother  Porter  presented  a  resolution  calling  for  the 

Missions.  organization  of  a  home  department  in   our   missionary 

work.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Missions. 

On  motion  of  the  same,  voted  that  so  much  of  the  jour- 
nals of  the  New-England  Conference  as  relates  to  the 
subject  of  home  missions  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Missions. 
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B.  Creagh  moved  the  foUowiiij; : —  May  6. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  instruct-  Resolution     on 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending  the  term  of  {foTiS^AnnSi 
probation  for  full  membership  in  the  Annual  Conference  conferences. 
to  fouryeats" 

T.  Spicer  moved  as  follows  : —  Reyisal  of  Disci- 

''  Resolved,  That  the  following  passage  be  stricken  out  p^^^* 
of  the  Discipline  on  page  41,  commencing  with  the  words 
'  as  a  probationer,'  in  the  fourth  line  from  the  top  of  the 
page,  and  that  there  be  inserted  in  the  place  thereof,  the 
words  '  on  trial.'  And  also  to  strike  out  the  passage  on  the 
same  page,  in  the  fourth  line  from  Che  bottom  of  the  page, 
beginning  with  the  words,  'by  giving  him,'  and  ending 
livith  the  words,  *  fellow-laborer,'  on  page  42,  first  line  on 
the  top  of  the  page."     Laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

E.  H.  Pilcher  offered  the  following  : — 

"Resolved,  That  chap.  1,  sec.  3.  of  Discipline,  be 
amended  by  striking  out  question  8,  and  what  follows,  to 
question  9,  and  the  foot  note."  Laid  on  the  table  under 
the  rule. 

P.  Cartwright  moved  to  refer  the  following  to  the  Com-  communication 
inittee  on  Sunday  Schools,  from  the  Sunday-school  con-  {^™  «?,•  .?S®fi 

i»i  1  \      f   1       CH      '       /%   1  t  -r^.'       '        XI      l'On.,apringnela 

vention  of  the  southern  end  of  the  Sprmgneld  District,  II-  Dis.,  lu.  conf. 
linois  Conference,  Carlinville,  on  the  24th  of  February, 
1848,  viz.  :— 

'^  Resolved,  That  this  convention  request  the  General 
Conference  so  to  amend  the  Discipline  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  as  to  make  Sunday-school  superin- 
tendents members  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting  Conferences."   . 

Dr.  Simpson  offered  the  following : —  Resolution     on 

"  Resolved, That  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  be,  and  SdJpregon, 
they  are  hereby  instructed,  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  California,  and 
arranging  the  boundaries  of  the  Annual  Conferences,  so     ^'  ®"^^" 
as  to  embrace  the  territories  of  Oregon,  California,  and 
New-Mexico."    Moved  to  refer  said  subject  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Missions.     Carried. 

Brother  Drummond  offered  an  extract  from  the  journals  Resolution  on  re- 
of  Pittsburgh  Conference,  prayipg  for  a  reduction  on  the  bSJki?  ^^^  °^' 
price  of  books,  <S&c.     Voted  to  refer  said  extract  to  Com- 
jnittee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

On  motion  of  brother  Cooper,  voted  that  so  much  of  the 
journals  of  North  Indiana  Conference  as  relate  to  the 
same  subject  be  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

J.  P.  Durbin  moved  as  follows :—  Resolution     on 

"Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Missions  be  in-  missions, 
structed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering  the 
basis  of  contributions  to  the  Mission  Treasury,  from  that 
of  voluntary  and  Conference  missionary  societies  ;  and 
make  the  basis  churclf  membership  for  regular  contribu- 
tions, and  donations  from  friends  of  missions  not  members 
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May& 


Resolution  re- 
specting the 
action  of  the 
Annaa]  Con- 
ferences on  the 
sixth  restrict- 
ive article. 


Resolution  to 
allow  German 
preachers      to 


of  the  Church,  and  report  a  section  for  the  Discipline  in 
accordance  with  the  same,  should  they  judge  expedient.-' 
Laid  on  the  table. 

H.  Mattison  moved  the  following  resolution  : — 
<*  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  instructed  to 
ascertain,  and  report,  with  the  least  possible  delay,  the 
action  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  in  reference  to  the  alteration  of  the  sixth 
restrictive  limitation  of  the  Discipline,  as  recommended 
by  the  General  Conference  of  1844."  Adopted. 
Dr.  Holdich  offered  the  following  : — 

^ "  That   the    clause*  of  our   Discipline,  requiring  the 

stay  more  than  Bishops  not  to  appoint  preachers  more  than  two  years  to 
one  place"  "^  &  circuit  or  Station,  be  so  modified  as  to  allow  the  appoint- 
ment of  our  German  preachers,  missionaries,  for  a  longer 
Laid  on  table,   period  if  need  be.'*     Laid,  on  the  table  one  day,  according 

to  the  rules. 
Certain    items       D.  Holmes  offered  the  following : — 
nXof^coK       "  Resolved,   That  so   much   of  the  journals    of   the 
ences  referred  Oneida  Conference  as  relates  to  the  Book  Concern,  be 
Ln  ^T'con-  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern." 
'^em.  Also,  so  much  of  the  Journals  of  the  Erie  Conference 

as  relates  to  the  Book  Concern,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Book  Concern. 

D.  Holmes  presented  a  memorial  from  A.  Dana  and 
others,  of  Ithaca,  in  relation  to  the  Book  Concern.     Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 
J.,  Floy's  motion      J.  Floy  moved  as  follows  : — 

oriuSatiOT^  '^o^f  "  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  directed 
local  preachers,  to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  so  altering  the 
Discipline  as  to  do  away  with  the  ordination  of  local 
Laid  on  table,  preachers."  Laid  on  the  table. 
Bro.  Bailey's  re-  Brother  Dailey  offered  the  following  resolution,  to  wit: 
Jrirt'TJnfi'r-'  That  all  that  refers  to  a  District  Conference,  or  privileges 
ences  for  co-  in  a  District  Conference,  for  colored  local  preachers,  in 
p?eacheri.^°^"^  answer  4  of  section  10,  chap.  2,  page  203,  be  stricken  from 

the  Discipline.     Laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 
Michigan  Con-       Extract  from  the  journal  of  the  Michigan  Conference, 
moDBofhv^  in  relation  to  a  periodical  for  sermons  of  living  preachers, 
preachers.        read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Con- 
cern. 

On  motion,  E.  Thompson  was  added  to  the  Committee 
on  Education. 

The  Committee  on  Law  Questions  reported  in  part  the 
following  resolution  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  when  a  person,  whether  a  preacher 
or  private  member,  declares  to  the  proper  authority  of  the 
Church  that  he  withdraws  from  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  he  thereby  forfeits  all  privileges  in  said  Church, 
and  places  himself  beyond  her  jurisdiction." 


hompso] 
I  to  Con 


ded  to  Com.  on 
Education. 
Report  of  Com- 
mittee on  Law 
Questions. 
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J.  Holdioh  offered  the  following  substitute  : —  Mays. 

"  When  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  j.  Hoidich's  sub- 
or  a  member  of  an  Annual  Conference,  informs  the  s*^^^*®- 
prqacher  in  charge,  the  Presiding  Elder,  or  Bishop,  that 
be  withdraws  from  the  Church,  he  thereby  forfeits  all  his 
ministerial  or  Church  privileges  in  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church ;  nevertheless,  inasmuch  as  in  voluntarily 
uniting  with  the  Church  or  ministry  he  agreed  to  abide 
by  the  Discipline,  and  inasmuch  as  the  trial  or  punish- 
ment of  disorderly  ministers  or  members  is  provided  for 
in  the  Discipline,  therefore,  if  he  at  the  time  be  under  the 
imputation  of  unchristian  or  unministerial  conduct,  it  is 
optional  with  the  administrator  of  Discipline  to  proceed 
to  try  him  or  not,  as  shall  be  deemed  most  conducive  to 
the  honor  of  the  Church."     By  motion  laid  on  the  table.  '  Laid  on  table. 

N.  Wilson  moved  the  following  amendment  to  the  n.  wuson's 
original  resolution,  namely,  ♦'  That  he  have  leave  to  do  so,  ■™®"*"®"* 
provided,  that  at  the  time  he  be  free  from  official  censure." 

J.  Porter  moved  to  refer  the  report  and  amendment  to  J.  Porter  moved 
the  Committee  on  Revisal,  with  instructions  to  report  (if  on  Re®^'i!^*'™ 
they  think  it  expedient)  a  rule  of  Discipline  to  express 
that  a  person  certifying  to  the  proper  authorities  his  with- 
drawal  be  considered  beyond  the   jurisdiction  of  the 
Church.     Laid  on  the  table.  ^^^  on  tabic. 

Moved  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  be  laid  on  the  Motion  to  lay  re- 
table.    Lost.  K  °"  """*' 

J.  Massey  moved,  that  Bishop  Heddin?  be  requested  to  Bp-  Hedding  re- 

!•       •  1  !•  T'1  1  11  quested  to  eivo 

give  his  Views  on  the  subject.     Laid  on  the  table.  Sis  views. 

J.  A.  Collins  moved  to  lay  brother  Wilson's  amend- p^"«^o^aWe. 

,  ,  -  ^       .    ,     "^  Bro.       Wilson's 

ment  on  the  table.     Carried.  amendment  laid 


T.  Spicer  moved  to  amend  the  report  so  as  to  make  it  x!"  sj 


on  the  table. 
leer's 


read,  "  except  there  be  a  charge  against  the  person  for  mendmem  lost, 
immorality."     Lost. 

J.  S.  Tomlinson  moved  to  amend,  so  that  if  a  minister  J  s.Tomiinson'.s 
or  member  withdraw  from  the  Church  under  charges,  the  iJSLt^'  amend- 
fact  shall  be  reported  to  the  Conference  or  Society,  and 
recorded  on  the  journals  of  the  Conference  or  the  records 
of  the  Church. 

Moved  by  J.  H.  Power,  that  the  further  consideration  .Resolution  tor 
of  this  subject  be  postponed  until  Thursday  at  ten  o'clock,  pos^^ponement 
A.  M.     Lost- 
Brother  Chatfield  offered  an  amendment  to  the  amend-  Amendment ;  to 
ment,  as  follows  :  "  And  that  the  rule  prohibiting  the  re-  Ld  Sn  tabie!^"^ 
admission  of  expelled  members  apply  to  such  persons." 
Laid  on  the  table.  Motion    to   lay 

Moved  to  lay  amendment  on  the  table.     Not  carried.       Sfe^i^t."^  ^" 
Brother  Berry  offered  an  amendment  to  the  amendment,  Amendment    to 
"  Who  shall  not  be  permitted  again  to  unite  with  the  Church  *^®  amcndrnpnt. 
until  they  submit  to  be  tried  upon    the   charges  lying 
against  them  when  they  withdrew,  and  are  acquitted,  or 
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May  8.       being  found  guilty,  Bhall  comply  with  the  requirements  of 
our  Discipline,  in  the  case  of  expelled  members." 
Laid  on  table.        On  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 

Rules  suspended  Voted,  that  the  rules  be  suspended  to  make  room  for 
riai**from°^to^  *^®  presentation  of  a  memorial  from  Oregon,  on  the  subject 
i^on.  of  an  Oregon  Annual  Conference.     Referred  to  the  Com- 

mittee on  Missions. 

The    time    having    expired.    Conference    adjourned. 
Prayer  by  brother  Barger. 


May  9. 


Bro.  Spicer'8  re- 
Bolation  on  al- 
teration of  Die- 
cipline. 


Coffl.onRevisal 
report  in  part. 

Laid  on  table  for 
(Mieday. 

Report  of  Com. 
on  Law  Ques- 
tions 


Motion  to  lay  bro. 
Tomlinson's  a- 
mendment  on 
table- lost. 

Bro.  Smith's  sub- 
stitute. 


TUESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  9. 

Conference  was  opened  at  eight  o'clock  with  the  usual 
religious  services  by  brother  J.  K.  Shaw.  Bishop  Ham- 
line  in  the  chair. 

After  the  journals  were  read,  brother  Spicer  moved  to 
suspend  the  rules  of  order,  and  the  Conference  took  up  the 
resolution  of  brother  Spicer  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  following  passage  be  stricken  out 
of  the  Discipline  on  page  41,  commencing  with  the  words, 
'  as  a  probationer,'  in  the  fourth  line  from  the  top  of  the 
page,  and  ending  witU  the  word  '  removed '  in  the  eleventh 
line,  and  inserting  in  the  place  thereof,  the  words '  on  trial ;' 
and  also  to  strike  out  the  passage  commencing  on  the 
same  page,  in  the  fourth  line  from  the  bottom  of  the  page, 
with  the  words,  '  by  giving  him,'  and  ending  with  'the 
words  *  fellow  laborer,'  on  page  42,  first  lipe  of  the  page." 
Conference  ordered  so  to  strike  out. 

By  motion,  resumed  the  order  of  the  day.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Revisal  presented  a  report  in  part,  suggesting 
several  alterations  in  the  Discipline.  Laid  on  the  table 
for  one  day,  by  the  rule. 

By  motion,  took  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Questions  of  Law  that  .was  before  the  Conference  when 
we  adjourned  yesterday. 

Moved  to  lay  brother  Tomlinson's  amendment  on  the 
table.  ■  Failed. 

Brother  Smith  offered  as  a  substitute  to  the  resolution 
«nd  amendment,  the  following  :— 

"  When  any  member  or  preacher  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  shall  signify  to  the  proper  authorities  that 
he  withdraws  from  the  Church,  it  shall  be  understood  that 
he  thereby  forfeits  all  his  rights  and  privileges  in  the 
Churcji,  and  consequently  can  no  longer  demand  a  trial  as 
his  right.  Nevertheless,  inasmuch  as  in  uniting  with  the 
Church  or  ministry,  he  agrees  to  abide  by  the  Discipline  ; 
and  inasmuch  as  the  Discipline  makes  provision  for  the  trial 
of  unworthy  members  and  ministers,  if  there  are  charges 
against  him  when  he  signifies  his  withdrawal ;  it  shall 
be  optional  with  the  administrator  of  Discipline  to  try  him 
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or  not,  as  shall  be  deemad  most  fo  the  honor  of  the       M«y  •. 
church." 

Moved,  by  brother  Kennaday,  to  lay  the  whole  subject  whole    subject 
on  the  table.    Carried.  laidontheubie. 

Brother  Sandford  presented  to  the  Conference  a  com-  comnranicatioii 
mnnication  from  Dr.  L.  Pierce,  accompanied  by  his  ere-  So^j^rce!' 
dentials  as  a  delegate  from  the  M.  E.  Church,  SmUh^  and 
requesting  a  copy  of  his  first  letter  to  the  Conference. 

^^^To  the  GemmA  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Epitcopid 
Church  m  PiUshurgh. 

"  Beloved  Brethren, — There  are,  in  my  mind,  many 
reasons  why  I  send  in  the  inclosed  paper.  You  ought  to 
see  it.  And  I  had  promised  it.  It  has  been  alluded  to, 
by  at  least  one  member,  on  the  adoption  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  my  letter. 

"  Very  respectfully  yours, 

"  L.  Pierce,  Delegate^  <^c. 
«  Pittsburgh,  May  9th,  1848. 

"  Special  request.— Will  the  Conference  oblige  me  so 
far  as  to  let  me  have  a  copy  of  my  letter  of  inquiry,  and 
excuse  my  being  so  far  troublesome. 
"  Yours  truly, 

"  L.  PiBBCB,  Delegate,  ^-c." 

Resolutions  passed  by  the  General  Conference  of  the  Meth- 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  at  its  session  held  in 
Petersburgh,  7a.,  on  May  23,  1846. 

»  **  On  motion  of  F.  E.  Pitts,  Resolved,  by  a  rising  and 
unadimous  vote,  That  Dr.  Lovick  Pierce  be,  and  is  hereby 
delegated  to  visit  the  General  Conference  of  the  M.  E. 
Cburch,  to  be  held  in  Pittsburgh,  May  1,  1848,  to  tender 
to  that  body  the  Christian  regards  and  fraternal  salutations 
of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  ' 
Church,  South. 

"  In  case  of  the  inability  of  Dr.  Pierce  to  attend  the 
session  of  the  aforesaid  Conference,  the  bishops  are  re- 
spectfully requested  to  appoint  a  substitute." 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  transcript  from  the 
journal  of  the  Greneral  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  South.    In  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Bishops, 

Joshua  Soule,  Chairman. 

Pittsburgh,  May  4,  1848. 

Voted  Dr.  Pierce  a  copy  of  his^  letter  to  the  Creneral  Br.    Pierce   to 
Conference,  at  his  request.  '  ^ttxSti^?^ 

The  Committee  on  Missions  rep(»:ted,  in  part,  and  the 
following  res<4uti(ms  were  adopted : — 

«'  1.  Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  our  Book 
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Journal  of  General  Conference,  1848. 


Mayff. 
Report  of  Con. 
on  Missions  in 
part,  adopted. 


Memorials,  Ac, 
called  for. 

One  from  Mays- 
ville,  Ky.,  re- 
ferred to  Com. 
on  State  of  the 
Church. 

One  from  Indiana 
German  dis.,  re- 
ferred, with  a- 
mendment,  to 
Com.  on  Episco- 
pacy. 


Extract  from 
joomals  of  In- 
diana Conf.  re- 
ferred to  Com. 
on  Itinerancy. 


Communication 
from  Michigan 
Conf.  referred 
to  Com.  on 
Missions. 

Papers  from 
Wesley,  St. 
Louis. 

Communication 
from  Mary 
Piper  referred 
to  Com.  on 
Book  Concern. 

Paper  from  In- 
diana Conf.  re- 
ferred to  Com. 
on  Boundaries. 

Address  of  Ca^ 
nada  Conf.  re- 
ferred  to  Cora. 
on  Correspond- 
ence. 


Agents  in  Cincinnati  to  publish  in  the  German  language 
thQ  following  books,  viz.,  a  Commen^iy  on  the  New  Tes- 
tament, such  a  one  as  may  be  recommended  by  a  committee 
of  five  German  traveling  preachers,  (to  be  appointed  by  the 
Bishops,)  and  shall  be  approved  by  the  Book  Committee 
in  Cincinnati,  a  library  of  sabbath-school  books,  of  at  least 
fifty  volumes,  and  also  such  translations  of  our  standard 
works,  with  other  books  and  tracts,  as  may  from  time  to 
time  be  recommended  by  our  German  traveling  preachers, 
and  approved  by  the  Book  Committee  aforesaid. 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  we  earnestly  recommend  to  the 
fostering  jcare  of  our  Sunday-School  Union  the  German 
Sunday  schools,  believing  that  the  Board  of  Managers 
cannot  better  secure  the  great  and  benevolent  objects  of 
that  institution,  than  by  extending  to  these  schools  the 
most  liberal  aid." 

Memorials,  <&c.,  called  for. 

J.  F.  Wright  presented  a  memorial  from  J.  Armstrong, 
of  Maysville,  Ky.  It  was  read,  and  referred. to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

A  communication  from  Indiana  German  District  pre- 
sented by  brother  Wood.  Moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries.  It  was  moved  to  amend  by  striking 
out  boundaries,  and  inserting  Missionary  Committee. 

Moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  striking  out  the 
Missionary  Committee,  and  inserting  the  Episcopacy. 
Carried. 

An  extract  of  the  journals  of  the  North  Indiana  Con- 
ference was  presented  by  brother  Cooper,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

Brother  Brenton  presented  a  resolution  from  the  sAme 
Conference.  On  motion  it  was  read,  and,  with  the  ac- 
companying paper,  was  referred  to  the  Conimittee  on 
Boundaries. 

J.  Shaw  presented  a  communication  from  the  Michigan 
Conference,  on  the  subject  of  missions.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Missions. 

Several  papers  from  Wesley,  St.  Louis,  presented  by 
brother  Akers,  were  referred  to  Committee  on  the  State 
oir  the  Church. 

A  communication  from  Mary  Piper  was  referred  to 
Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

A  paper  from  the  Indiana  Conference,  by  brother  Tal- 
bot, on  the  subject  of  boundaries,  was  read,  and  referred 
•to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

The  address  of  the,  Wesley  an  Methodist  Church  in 
Canada  was  read,  and,  on  motion,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Correspondence,  heretofore  appointed  to  reply  to 
the  address  presented  by  Dr.  Dixon,  with  instructions  to 
report  a  reply. 


J^wnal  of  G$neral  Cot^nmce^  1848.  35 

On  motion  the  delegates  were  invited  to  address  the        May  9. 
Conference.     Messrs.  Richey,  Ryerson,  and  Green,  ad-  ^R^JSinf  ^*^*i25 
dressed  the  ConfeVence.  Green,  address 

Brother  Davis  presented  the  requestor  D.  Ball,  relative  Request^^^^^D.' 
to  relinquishment  of  book  debt.    Referred  to  Committee  ^^  Ttfened  lo 

^1-      Ti      1    /->  Com.  on  Book 

on  the  Book  Concern.  Concern. 

A  letter  from  C.  B.  Tippett  was  read,  and,  on  motion, 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Voted  to  refer  so  much  of  the  journals  of  the  Balti- 
more Conference  as  relates  to  boundaries  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries. 

The  appeal  of  J.  W.  Osborn  was  presented.     Brother  j.  w.  osbom's 
Osbom  presented  his  reasons  for  appealing  to  the  General  »pp«^- 
Conference.    By  vote  ordered  that  this  case  be  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Friday  next,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 

By  vote  reconsidered  the  above  motion. 

Bishop  Waugh  presented  a  donation  from  Mrs.  N.  Mrs.  Reed's  do- 
Reed,  of  $10,  to  defray  expenses  of  delegates.  defray  ^ues 

On  motion  voted  that  brother  Osbom  have  leave  to  i^o**®Hoidich  to 
employ  brother  Holdich  as  his  counsel.     Ordered  that  be' counsel  for 
brother  Holdich  and  the  appellant  have  access  to  the  «>ro.osbom. 
journals  and  papers  of  the  Baltimore  Conference  in  this 
case.     By  vote  this  case  was  made  the  order  of  the  day' 
for  Friday  next,  9  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Brother  Hamilton  presented  a  memorial  from  Warrenton  Memorial  fh>m 
circuit,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  rofSpreS^toCom; 

of  the  Church.  on  state  of  the 

Brother  Kennaday  presented  the  report  of  the  Trustees  Rep^  of  tros- 
of  the  Chartered  Fund,  and  other  papers,  which  were  Si®Vand*^refer" 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Chartered  Fund.  red  to  that  Com. 

Brother  Durbin  presented  a  memorial  from  the  colored  Memorial  from 
preachers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Pennsyl-  ^Jj"'^®^^  ^^^^ 
vania,  Delaware,  and  Maryland.  Read,  and  on  motion  Dei.,  and  Md.* 
referred  to  a  Special  Committee  of  five  to  examine  and  ^^m.  of  five. 
report  thereon. 

Agreed  to  extend  the  session  ten  minutes.  By  vote  the 
order  of  the  day  was  suspended,  and  the  following  resolu- 
tion was  adopted  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  General  Conference  vote  of  thanks  to 
be,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to  Mrs.  Nelson  Reed,  (widow  **"'  *®®^* 
of  one  of  the  oldest  traveling  preachers  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,)  for  the  donation  of  $10,  made  by  her 
through  Bishop  Waugh,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  dele- 
gates." 

The  Secretary  was  ordered  to  send  Mrs.  Reed  a  copy 
of  the  above  resolution. 

Conference  adjourned.     Prayer  by  brother  Jacoby. 


36 


Journal  cf  GeMrd  Cmiffren€0^  1848. 


May  10. 


Book  Agents  to 
purchase  re- 
cord book. 


Nominating 
Com.  on  Hymn- 
Book. 


Com.  to  prepare 
course  of  study 
for  local  pit's. 

Com.  on  Memo- 
rial of  Colored 
Persons. 


Report  of  Com. 
to  publish  rules, 
adopted. 

Memorials  pre- 
sented. 


E.  J.  SeUeck's 
appeal. 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  10. 

Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened  with 
the  customary  religions  services  hy  brother  James  Shaw. 
Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read. 

Brother  Trimble  proposed  to  hare  the  Book  Agents 
purchase  a  record  for  reports.  Brother  Finley  moved  to 
agree  to  the  suggestion  of  the  Secretary. 

Brother  Creagh  was  appointed  assistant  secretary. 

The  Bishops  announced  the  following  committees  : — 

Nominating  Cohmittes  for  Committee  to  'revise 
THE  Htmn-Book  :  M.  Richardson,  J.  B.  Alverson,  J.  B. 
Finley,  D.  Patten,  W.  H.  Goode,  S.  Brison,  R.  Gerry. 

Committee  to  prepare  a  Course  op  Study  for  Lo- 
cal Preachers  :  Joseph  Holdich,  Jonas  Dodge,  John 
Stewart,  G.  W.  Bobbins,  Ed.  Thompson. 

Committee  on  the  Memorial  op  Colored  Persons, 
asking  for  a  Separate  Conference  :  J.  Davis,  Manning 
Force,  P.  Akers,  Fitch  Reed,  J.  A.  Massey. 

Moved  to  suspend  the  ^rder  of  the  day  for  a  special 
purpose.     Lost. 

Committee  to  publish  rules,  &c.,  reported,  and  the  re- 
port was  adopted. 

J.  K.  Shaw  presented  a  memorial  ironr  colored  persons. 
Referred  to  committee  on  that  subject. 

Bro.  Floy  presented  a  memorial  from  Middletown,  on  sla- 
very.   Referred  to  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

J.  Clark  presented  a  memorial  from  West  Troy,  in  fa- 
vor of  congregational  singing.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Revisal. 

Brother  Spencer  presented  a  memorial  from  Pittsbui-gh 
Conference,  on  the  trial  of  preachers.  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Itinerancy. 

Brother  Haney  presented  a  memorial  from  Quincy  Dis- 
trict, Illinois  Conference,  on  boundaries.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Also  one  on  the  same  subject  from  Bloomington,  Rock 
River  Conference.     Referred  to  same  committee. 

Voted  that  so  much  of  the  journals  of  the  North  Ohio 
Conference  of  1844-5,  as  relates  to  the  division  of  the 
Church,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 
Church. 

Letter  from  E.  J.  Selleck,  appealing  from  the  decision 
of  the  Genesee  Conference  in  his  case. 

G.  Filmore  stated,  this  is  the  first  intimation  he  or  his 
delegation  had  been  infoYmed  of  his  intention  to  appeal, 
and  asked  if  this  would  not  be  a  bar  to  the  appeal.  The 
chair  said  the  Conference  must  decide. 
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man  work,  re 
i  to  Coxx 


,  re- 
ferred to  Com. 
on  Missions. 
Communication 
from  Jas.  Sa^ 
vage  referredi 
to  Com.  on 
State  of  the 
Ctiurch. 


Yoted  that  we  now  proceed  to  uiTesttgate  the  case.       May  la. 
Oanied. 

Yoted  that  his  request  to  hare  a  person  appointed  to  E.H.Piicherto 
represent  him  be  granted,  and  E.  H.  Pilcher  appointed  gJuJci^^  ^* 
t;o  represent  him. 

Brother  Finley  moved  that  the  further  consideration  of 
ibis  case  be  postponed  till  Tuesday  at  9  o'clock.     Carried. 

Brother  Filmore  presented  the  memorial  of  Jarvis  M.  Memorials  and 
Skinner  and  143  others,  from  Ridgway,  Medina,  and  Al-    Slntedl*   '**" 
bion,  on  secret  societies.     Rjeferred  to  Committee  on  Re- 
^sal. 

Brother  Hosmer  presented  a  memorial  on  the  division 
of  the  Genesee  Conference.  Referred  to  Comnuttee  on 
Boundaries. 

J.  Dodge  presented  a  petition  on  the  same  subject,  of 
Rev.  N.  Fellows,  and  eight  others.  Referred  to  the  same 
committee. 

Brother  Nast  presented  a  paper  in  reference  to  the  Fjperftombro. 
German  work,  which  was  read,  and,  on  motion  of  brother 
Wright,  referred  to  Committee  on  Missions. 

Brother  Tomlinson  presented  a  paper  from  James  Sa- 
vage, asking  redress  of  grievances  growing  out  of  the  acts 
of  the  General  Conference  in  1844.  Reading  commenced. 
Bro.  Reed  moved  to  dispense  with  the  further  reading  of 
the  document.  Not  seconded,  and  the  reading  proceeded. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

P.  Cart  Wright  moved  that  so  much  of  the  journals  of 
the  Illinois  Conference  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  boun- 
daries be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

P.  Akers  presented  the  memorial  of  Philip  Doulware  ^®"®?^*cJ2"^ 
and  22  others,  praying  that  they  may  not  be  transferred    o^stateefthe 
to  the  South.     Referred  to  the  Committee -on  the  State  pf    c^nrch. 
the  Church. 

The  memorial  of  John  J.  Buren  and  365  '  others,  of 
Western  Missouri,  was  presented  by  Bro.  Bowen.     Voted    . 
to  refer  the  document  with  the  accompanying  papers  to 
the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

Brother  Creagh  asked  to  be  excused  from  serving  as  Bro.  creagh  ex- 
assistant  secretary.     Agreed  to,  and  L.  A.  Eddy  was  ap-         '' 
pointed  in  his  place. 

Brother  Trimble  offered  the  following : — 

''Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the  Discipline, 
paragraph  5,  sec.  5,  page  181,  as  to  provide  also  for  the 
board  of  single  preachers."     Adopted. 

B.  M.  Hall  presented  resolutions  from  Troy  Conference.  Resolutions  from 
Voted  that  they  be  received  and  read.    .  ^"^  ^^"^  '^' 

"  1.  Resolved,  That  this  Conference  do  hereby  memo* 
rialize  the  ensuing  General  Conference,  to  be  held  at 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  so  to  amend  the  Discipline  as  to  make 


cused  serving 
as  a88*t  sec, 
and  L.  A.  Eddy 
appointed. 
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May  10. 

Resolutions  from 

Troy  Conf.  read. 


F.  Reed  on  alte- 
ration of  Dis- 
cipline. 


Journals  of  Me. 
Conf.  referred 
to  Com.  on 
Finance. 


J.  C.  Green's 
case  not  enter- 
tained. 


Sec.  to  inform  J. 
C.  Green  of 
decision. 


Resolution  of 
bro.  Reddy  on 
pewed  church- 
es. 


an  explicit  provision  for  r  new  trial  in  all  cases  of  appeal, 

when  the  appellant  makes  the  existence  of  new  testimony 
in  the  case  the  ground  of  his  appeal ;  and  also,  so  to  amend 
the  rule  of  Discipline  respecting  local  preachers,  as  that 
they  be  tried  by  a  Quarterly  Conference  in  their  absence. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Revisal. 

*'2.  Resolved,  That  this  conference  memorialize  the 
General  Conference  on  the  subscription  price  of  the  Chris- 
tian Advocate  and  Journal,  asking  that  it  be  reduced  to 
one  dollar  per  annum,  always  in  advance.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

*'3.  Resolved,  That  this  conference  memorialize  the 
General  Conference  at  its  next  session,  to  fix  the  relation 
of  private  members  after  having  taken  certificates  of  mem- 
bership.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Law  Questions. 

"  4.  Resolved,  That  the  next  General  Conference  be 
requested  to  graduate  the  claims  of  the  supernuoaerary 
and  superannuated  men  among  us  according  to  the  num- 
ber of  years  they  have  traveled  in  the  regular  work,  and* 
according  to  their  circumstances.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance." 

Fitch  Reed  offered 'the  following ; — 

"  Resolved,  That  ans.  1 ,  to  quest.  2,  of  the  3d  section, 
1st  chap,  of  the  Discipline,  page  20,  be  so  amended  as  to 
read,  *  The  Gen.  Conference  shall  be  composed  of  one 
member  for  every  thirty  members  of  each  Annual  Confer- 
ence.' "     Laid  on  the  table  by  our  rule  one  day. 

Brother  Webber  moved  that  so  much  of  the  journals  of 
Maine  Conference  as  refer  to  the  graduation  of  the  claims 
of  superanuated  preachers  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance.     Carried. 

Brother  Pilcher  called  up  his  resolution  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble asking  for  an  alteration  of  the  Discipline.     Lost. 

Voted  to  take  up  the  case  of  J.  C.  Green.  J.  Ken- 
naday  offered  the  following,  namely : —  * 

**  Resolved,  That  in  the  case  of  Rev.  J.  C.  Geen,  who 
has  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  New- York  Confer- 
ence, such  appeal  cannot  be  entertained,  he  having  de- 
clared himself  withdrawn  from  the  Church  subsequent 
to  the  adjudication  of  his  case,  and  the  avowal  of , his 
intention  to  appeal.     Adopted. 

On  motion  of  J.  Kennaday,  voted  that  the  Secretary  be 
instructed  to  communicate  to  J.  C.  Green  the  decision  of 
the  Conference  in  his  case. 

Brother  Reddy  presented  the  following,  namely : — 

"Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  striking  out  of 
the  Discipline,  the  fourth  answer  to  quest.  1,  of  sec.  2,  of 
part  2,  in  these  words :  '  As  it  is  contrary  to  our  economy 
to  build  houses  with  pews  to  sell  or  rent,  it  shall  be  the 
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duty  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences  to  use  their  inflo-       May  lo. 

ence  to  prevent  houses  from  being  so  built  in  future,  and 

so  far  as  possible  to  make  those  houses  free  which  have 

already  been  built  with  pews.' "     On  motion  laid  on  the    Laid  on  table. 

table. 

Brother  Porter  moved  that  we  now  suspend  busi- 
ness for  the  purpose  of  hearing  the  sermon  from  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Dixon,  and  that  the  members  of  the  Conference  be 
requested  to  sit  within  the  bar  during  service.     Carried. 


Business  sus- 
pended to  hear 

'  sermon  from 
Dr.  Dizon. 


May  11. 


F.  Reed  in  place 
of  M.  Richard- 
son on  Com.  of 
Nomination. 


TtianksofConf. 
to  Dr.  Dizon  for 
his  sermon,  and 
requesting  a 
copy  for  publi- 
cation. 


THURSDAY  MORNING,  MAY  11. 

Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened  with 
the  usual  religions  services  by  brother  P.  P.  Sandford. 
Bishop  Hedding  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read. 

Brother  Fitch  Reed  was  appointed  to  fill  the  place  of 
M.  Richardson  on  the  Committee  of  Nomination. 

Agreed  to  suspend  the  order  of  the  day,  for  the  fol- 
lowing :■»— 

"Resolved,  That  the  cordial  thanks  of  this  General 
Conference  be  presented  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Dixon,  for  his 
excellent  and  evangelical  sermon,  and  that  we  respectfully 
and  earnestly  request  Rev.  Dr.  Dixon  to  furnish  the  sub- 
stance of  the  sermon  he  delivered  before  the  General 
Conference  yesterday  for  publication,  and  that  he  expand 
his  remarks  in  any  part  of  it  as  he  may  judge  proper,  and 
write  out  his  last  proposition,  of  which  he  only  presented 
us  with  the  outline." 

The  Secretary  was  ordered  to  furnish  Dr.  Dixon  a  copy 
of  the  above  and  also  to  say  to. Dr.  Dixon,  that  the  sermon 
will  be  not  less  acceptable,  coming  from  him  after  his  re- 
turn home. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  reported,  in  part : — 

"Pittsburgh,  May  13,  1848. 

"  The  Committee  on  Missions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Report  of  Mis- 
Memorial  from  Oregon,  praying  for  the  establishment  of    S?  o^goiPSd 
an  Annual  Conference  in  that  country,  have  had  the  sub-    caiifon^Mis- 
ject  under  serious  consideration ;  they  have  also  had  be- 
fore them  the  resolution  of  brothers  Simpson  and  Collins 
on  the  propriety  and  importance  of  embracing  the  territo- 
ries of  California  and  New-Mexico  within  the  bounds  of  an 
Annual  Conference ;  and  have  agreed,  af^er  a  careful  ex- 
amination of  both  documents,  to  recommend  to  the  General 
Conference  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions : — 

"  1.  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual 
Conferences,  in  General  Conference  assembled.  That  pro- 
vision be;  and  is  hereby  made  for  the  establishment  of  an 
Annual  Conference  on  the  Pacific  coast,  to  embrace  Ore- 
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May  11.       goO}  California,  and  New-Mexico,  to  be  called  the  Oregon 
Report  of  M38-  and  California  Mission  Conference ;  and  that  it  be  orgaa- 
on  Oregon  ud  ized  as  soon  as  practicable  under  the  authority  and  duec* 
c-jfo-jUMu.  tion  Of  «ir  Episcopacy. 

"  2.  ResolFod,  That  the  Bishops  shall  have  authonty 
to  appoint  a  Superintendent  for  aaid  conference,  and 
assign  him  his  duties;  and  that  the  -managers  of  the 
Missionary  Society  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  shall  fix  hie 
allowance. 

"  3.  Resolved,  That  we  hereby  recommend  that  one  of 
our  Bishops  visit  Oregon  during  the  ensuing  four  years,  if 
practicable ;  and  that  his  expenses  be  met  in  the  usual  way. 
"  4.  Resolved,  That  the  Oregon  and  California  Mission 
Annual  Conference  shall  have  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
.  of  other  Annual  Conferences,  excepting  those  of  sending 
delegates  to  the  General  Conference,  and  of  drawing  its 
annual  dividend  from  the  avails  of  the  Book  Concern  and 
of  the  Chartered  Fund. 

"  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

"  C.  Pitman,  Chairman.'' 

Aid<9t6d.  The  report  and  resolutions  were  adc^ted. 

Gonnan    Mis-       Also,  relative  to  the  German  Church  in  Milwaukie ;  also 
8ion  conf.        a  report  relative  to  an  Annual  Conference,  which  was  read. 
A  inbtion  to  lay  on  the  taUe  failed. 

P.  P.  Sandford  moved  to  postpone  the  further  action  of 
the  Conference  on  this  subject  till  Thursday  next. 

Moved  to  refer  the  report  to  the  Committee  on  Boun- 
daries. 

Brother  Simpson  moved  to  amend  the  motion  of  refer- 
ence, by  adding,  **  and  that  they  be  instructed  to  report 
as  soon  as  practicable."  Motion  and  amendment  by  vote 
laid  on  the  table, 

Brother  Sandford's  motion  to  postpone  failed. 
By  motion,  and  vote,  the  resolution  was  amended,  so 
as  to  read  I^ssion  Conference.     Moved  to  conunit  the 
report  to  the  Committee  on  Missions.    Carried. 

The  rules  were  suspended  for  the  introduction  of  the 

following  resolution : — 

BeMiution  re-       "  Resolved,  two-thirds  of  the  General  Conference,  and 

ttidctioL    ^  three-fourths  of  the  members  of  the  several  Annual  Con- 

oenerai  Con.     fereuces  present,  and  voting,  concurring.  That  the  f(^ow- 

ing  be  added  to  the  limitations  and  restrictions   upon 

the  powers  of  the  General  Conference,  namely : — 

"  If  the  General  Conference  shall  adbpt  a  rule  or  regu- 
latioi^  which,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Episcopacy,  or  an 
Annua.1  Conference,  shall  be  deemed  unconstitutional, 
such  rule  or  regulation  shall  be  referred  to  the  several 
Annual  Conferences,  and  the  aggregate  vote  of  three- 
fourths  of  the  traveling  preachers  composing  these  bodies 
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sliall  be  competent  either  to  affirm  the  constitutionality       Mayii. 
of  said  rule  or  regulation,  or  pronounce  it  unconstitutional, 
null,  and  void. 

By  vote  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Law  Questions. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  further  report,  relative  to 
the  organization  of  a  Home  Missionary  department,  the 
following : — 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  judgment  of  this  Conference,  Report  of  Mis- 
that  the  organization  of  a  Home,  or  Domestic  Missionary    ^°"*^  ^**"- 
Society,  is  not  expedient." 

Moved  to  amend,  by  adding,  "  Inasmuch  as  sufficient  Amendment  ou 
provision  is  made  for  domestic  missions,  in  the  present  o?tiieulbie?*^ 
missionary  organization."  A  motion  was  made  to  recom- 
mit the  report.  Moved  and  carried  to  lay  this  motion 
on  the  table.  By  vote  the  amendment  was  laid  on  the 
table.  A  motion  to  Jay  the  report  on  the  table  failed. 
A  motion  to  extend  the  session  a  f^w  minutes  failed. 
Time  having  expired.  Conference  adjourned.  Prayer  by 
brother  Trafton. 


FRIDAY  MORNING,  MAY  12. 

Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened  with 
the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother  Dodge.  Bishop 
Waugh  in  the  chair.     The  journals  were  read. 

H.  Colbum  moved  ta  suspend  the  order  of  the  day,  for 
the  purpose  of  receiving  two  appeals.     Carried. 

He  presented  the  appeal  of  Benjamin  D.  Sniffen,  from 
the  decision  of  the  Oneida  Conference,  by  which  he  had 
been  expelled  from  the  Church. 

H.  Colbum  moved  that  the  Conference  entertain  the 
appeal,  and  fix  the  time  of  the  hearing.     Carried. 

S.  Comfort  moved  that  the  appeaL-be  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  Thursday  next,  at  nine  o'clock.     Carried. 

On  motion,  voted  that  the  request  of  the  appellant  to  have 
the  assistance  of  brother  John  A.  Collins  be  granted. 

B.  M.  Hall  presented  the  appeal  of  Ezra  Sprague  from 
the  decision  of  Troy  Conference,  by  which  he  was  sus- 
pended from  the  ministry. 

J.  T.  Peck  moved  that  the  appeal'  of  Ezra  Sprague  be 
entertained.     Carried. 

Voted  that  the  case  be  heard  at  ten  o'clock  to-day. 

Certificate  of  election  of  I.  Winner  as  a  delegate  from 
New- Jersey  Conference  presented. 

Certificate  of  Baton  Shaw,  of  Maine  Conference,  duly 
elected  delegate  of  said  General  Conference,  was  pre- 
sented. 

Dr.  Akers  presented  a  report,  in  part,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Itinerancy,  on  the  state  of  the  vote  on  the 
alteration  of  the  sixth  restrictive  article. 

6 


May  19. 


Appeal  of  B.  D. 
Sniffen,  of  On- 
eida Conf., 
made  order  of 
day  for  Thurs^ 
day. 


J.  A.  Collins  ap- 
pointed to  as- 
sist him. 

Appeal  of  ^zra 
Sprague. 


I.  Winner's  cer- 
tificate of  «lec- 
tion  presented, 
of  N:  J.  Conf. 

Also  E.  Siaiv's 
of  Maine  Conf. 


Report  of  Com. 
on■Itinertlncy^ 
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May  18. 


Laid  <m  table. 


Report  in  part 
from  Com.  on 
Boundaries  re- 
committed. 

Report  of  Com. 
on  Revisal 
laid  on  table. 

Memorial  from 
Wyandott  In- 
diana.    * 


Referred  to  com. 
of  tbree. 


Appeal  of  J.  W. 
Osbom       laid 


Mei»atial  from 
ShaiiHSt.  and 
Asbnrycharge, 
Bait.,  in  rela- 
tion to  colored 
ministers. 


R.  Bigelow's 
book  debt  re- 
ferred to  Com. 
on  Book  Con- 
cern. 

PetiUon  of  J.  & 
Inskip  and 
others  for  di- 
vision of  Book 
Concern  with 
the  South,  re- 
ferred to  Com. 
on  State  of  the 
Church. 

Erie  Conf.  re- 
solutions. 

Petitiou'from  m. 
>  .  Conf.,  referred 
to  Com.  on 
Boundaries. 

One  from  same, 
raforred  to 
Com.  on  Book 
Concern. 


Resolution  of  H. 
Mattison  on 
baptism. 


G.  Filmore  moved  that  the  report  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

P.  P.  Sandford  moved  to  lay  the  report  on  the  table. 
Agreed  to. 

A.  Poe  presented  a  report,  in  part,  from  the  Committee 
on  Bomidaries.    Voted  to  recommit  the  report. 

G.  Peck,  from  the  Committee  on  Revisal,  presented 
a  further  report,  No.  2.  Laid  on  the  table  under  the 
rule.  .    , 

On  motion  of  brother  Finley,  the  rules  were  suspended 
to  make  way  for  presentation  of  a  memorial  from  the 
chiefs  and  official  members  of  the  Wyandott  Indians. 

Brother  Finley  moved  that  the  document  be  committed 
to  a  select  committee  of  three,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon.     Carried. 

J.  Holdich  moved  that  the  appeal  of  J.  W.  Osbom  be 
taken  up,  and  laid  over  till  Tuesday  next,  at  nine  o'clock. 
Carried. 

Conferences  called  to  present  petitions,  memorials,  &c. 

J.  A.  Collins,  from  the  Baltimore  Conference,  presented 
the  memorial  of  the  Sharp-street  and  Asbury  charge, 
asking  that  colored  ministers  should  have  the  pastoral 
oversight  of  all  the  colored  people  in  connection  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  that  an  Annual  Confer- 
ence of  colored  preachers  be  organized.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Petitions  from  Colored  Persons. 

By  J.  Hopkins,  in  relation  to  boundaries.  On  motioo, 
referred  to  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

By  A.  Poe,  of  the  North  Ohio  delegation,  asking  for  a 
remission  of  the  debt  of  Rev.  R.  Bigelow  to  the  Book 
Concern.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Book  Concern. 

By  Bishop  Janes,  of  John  S.  Inskip  and  others,  of 
Dayton,  Ohio,  praying  that  some  method  may  be  devised 
to  give  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  a  pro  rata 
dividend  of  the  Book  Concern.  Read,  and  on  motion  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

By  brother  Goode,  the  vote  of  the  North  Indiana  Con- 
ference on  the  Erie  Conference  resolutions.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

By  P.  Cartwright,  a  petition  from  Illinois  Conference. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

By  the  same,  a  memorial  of  delegates  of  the  lUinob 
Conference,  petitioning  for  relief  from  debt  to  the  Book 
Concern.     Referred  to  Committee  gn  the  Book  Concern. 

H.  Mattison  offered  the  following ; — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the 
baptismal  formula,  page  110,  paragraph  2,  that  instead  of 
reading  *  Give  thy  Holy  Spirit  to  these  persons  that  they 
may  be  bom  again  and  made  heirs  of  everlasting  salvation/ 
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<S&c.,  it  may  read,  'That  they  being  born  again,  may  be 
heirs,* "  &c.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Brother  Cartwright  moved  to  take  up  the  appeal  of  bro. 
Atkinson,  r  Not  carried. 

S.  Comfort  moved  the  following  resolution : — 

*'  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Question^  of  Law  be 
instructed  to  inquire,  *  Has  an  Annual  Conference,  by 
virtue  of  its  original  jurisdiction,  the  right,  when  one  of  its 
meoibers  is  under  the  report  of  being  guilty  of  some  crime 
expressly  forbidden  in  the  word  of  Ood,  to  adopt  any 
measure  for  the  investigation  of  the  matters  contained  in 
such  report  in  the  intervals  of  its  annual  sessions,  other- 
wise than  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  contained  in 
answer  to  question  1,  chap.  1 ,  sec.  19,  page  67,'  [of  the  Dis- 
cipline,] and  report  thereon."  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Law  Questions. 

Brother  Brenton  offered  the  following : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  changing  the  sixth 
restrictive  rule  (fifth  line  from  the  bottom)  as  to  read, 
'  excepting  the,  first  and  fifth  articles,'  and  report  thereon." 
Adopted. 

A.  Stevens  offered  the  following : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  practicability  and  expediency 
of  the  construction  and  publication  of  a  map  of  the  United 
States  and  territories,  on  which  the  boundaries  of  the  seve- 
ral Annual  Conferences  shall.be  accurately  and  plainly 
delineated."     Adopted. 

On  motion,  voted  to  take  up  the  appeal  case  of  E.  Sprague. 

The  minutes  and  documents  of  the  Troy  Conference 
in  the  case  were  read.  Testimony  read.  The  case 
was  postponed  till  9  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

A  communication  from  the  commissioners  and  appointee 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  was  presented 
and  read.  Also  a  paper  from  Bishop  Soule  of  the  same 
Church. 

"  Pittsburgh,  May  lUh,  1 848. 
"  To  the  Bishops  and  Members  of  the  General  Conference  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  General  Conference 
assembled, 

"  Rev.  and  Dear  Brethren, — The  undersigned,  Com- 
missioners and  Appointee  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  respectfully  represent  to  your  body,  that, 
pursuant  to  our  appointment,  and  in  obedience  to  specific 
instructions,  we  notified  the  Commissioners  and  Agent 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  our  readiness  to 
proceed  to  the  adjustment  of  the  property  question,  accord- 
ing to  the  Plan  of  Separation  adopted  by  the  General  Con- 


May  It. 

Laid  on  t^le. 


Question  of  S.. 
Comfort  re- 
ferred to  Law 
Com. 


Resolution  on 
revisal  of  Dis- 
cipline adopted^ 


Res(^ution  on 
preparing  a 
map  of  the  U.S. 
with  bounda- 
ries of  Annual 
Conf.,  adopted. 


Ezra  Sprague's 
case  taken  up. 


Communication 
from  Commis- 
sioners of  the 
Church,  South. 
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May  IS.  ference  of  1844.  And  we  furthennore  state,  that  the 
commanication  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  the  Methodist 
ISners'Sf^the  Episcopal  Church  informed  us  they  would  not  act  in  the 
Church,  South,  case,  and  referred  us  to  your  body  for  the  settlement  of 
the  question  as  to  the  division  of  the  property  and  funds 
of  the  Church.  And  being  furthermore  instructed  by  the 
General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  in  case  of  a  failure  to  settle  with  your  Commission- 
ers,- to  attend  4ke  session  of  your  body  in  1848,  for  the 
*  settlement  and  adjustment  of  all  questions  involving  pro- 
perty and  funds,  which  may  be  pending  between  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  the  MeUiodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  South ;'  take  this  method  of  informing  you  of 
our  presence,  and  of  our  readiness  to  attend  to  the  matters 
committed  to  our  trust  and  agency  by  the  Methodist  !Epis- 
copal  Church,  South  :  and  we  desire  to  be  informed  as  to 
the  time  and  manner  in  which  it  may  suit  your  views  and 
convenience  to  consummate  with  us  the  division  of  the 
property  and  funds  of  the  Church,  as  provided  for  in  the 
Plan  of  Separation  adopted  with  so  much  unanimity  by  the 
General  Conference  of  1844.  And  for  our  authority  in 
the  premises,  we  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  accompany- 
ing document,  marked  A. 

"A.  L.  P.  Green,  1 
"  C.  B.  Parsons,    >  Commissioners. 
"  L.  Pierce.  j 

"John  Early,  Appointee.^' 

Extract  from  the  Journal  of  the  General  Conference  of  the 
M.  E,  Churchy  South,  at  its  session  held  in  Petersburg, 
ra.,  1846:— . 

"  1.  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual 
Conferences  of  die  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  in 
General  Conference  assembled.  That  three  commissioners 
be  appointed,  in  accordance  with  the  Plan  of  Separation 
adopted  by  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  1844;  and  to  act  in  concert  with 
the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  said  M.  E.  Church ; 
to  estimate  the  amount  due  to  the  South,  according  to  the 
aforesaid  Plan  of  Separation ;  and  to  adjust  and  settle 
all  matters  pertaining  to  the  division  of  the  church  pro- 
perty and  funds,  as  provided  for  in  the  Plan  of  Separation, 
with  full  power  to  carry  into  effect  the  whole  arrangement 
with  regard  to  said  division.  ^ 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  South,  shall  forthwith  notify  the  Commissioners 
and  Book  Agents  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of 
their  appointment  as  aforesaid,  and  of  their  readiness  to 
adjust  and  settle  the  matters  aforesaid;  and  shduld  no 
such  settlement  be  effected  before  the  session  of  the 
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General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  E.  Church,  in  1848,       May  it. 
said  Commissioners  shall  have  power  and  authority,  for  ^fJJS^lSmimis- 
and  in  behalf  of  this  Conference,  to  attend  the  General    sioners  of  the 
Conference  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  to  settle  and  adjust  all    chureh,soutu, 
questions  involving  property  or  funds  which  may  be  pend- 
ing between  the/M.  E.  Church  and  the  M.  E.  Church, 
South.  • 

"  3.  Resolved,  Thatshould  the  Commissioners  appointed 
by  this  General  Conference,  after  proper  effort,  fail  to  ef- 
fect a  settlement  as  above,  then,  and  in  that  case,  they 
shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  authorized  to  take  such  measures 
as  may  best  secure  the  just  and  equitable  claims  of  the 
M.  E.  Church,  South,  to  the  property  and  funds  aforesaid. 

•*4.  Resolved,  That  John  Early  be,  and  is  hereby,  au- 
thorized to  act  as  the  agent  or  Appointee  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  South,  in  conformity  to  the  Plan  of  Separation 
adopted  by  the  General  Conference  of  1 844,  to  receive 
and  hold  in  trust,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  South,  all  property  and  funds  of  every  description 
-which  may  be  paid  over  to  him  by  the  Agents  of  the  M. 
E.  Church." 

The  Conference  then  proceeded  to  appoint,  by  ballot, 
the  three  Commissioners  provided  for  in  the  report. 
On  the  first  balloting,  H.  B.  Bascom,  A.  L.  P.  Green,  and 
S.  A.  Latta,  were  elected  to  that  office.  ^ 

"5.  Resolved,  That  should  a  vacancy  occur  in  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  or  in  the  office  of  Appointee, 
herein  before  provided  for,  by  death  or  otherwise,  in  the 
interim  of  the  General  Conference,  then  and  in  that  case 
the  remaining  members  of  the  board  shall  have  power  to 
fill  such  vacancy  with  the  approbation  of  one  or  more  of 
the  Bishops." 

A  true  Copy.      In  behalf  of  the  board  of  Bishops, 

Joshua  Soule,  Chairman. 

Voted  that  the  session  be  extended  until  the  reading  of 
the  document  be  finished  and  it  be  disposed  of. 

J.  A.  Collins  moved  that  so  much  of  these  documents  as  Financial  part 
relates  to  the  division  of  the  funds  be  referred  to  the  Com-  comfwi^stat© 
mittee  on  the  State  of  the  Church.     Carried.  of  the  church. 

Also  the  following  : — 

*'  That  the  communication  from  Bishop  Soule  to  this  Resolution    to 
General  Conference  be  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  Sm5aat!on''of 
five,  with  instructions  to  report  that  as  Bishop  Soule  has  ^p-  Souie  to  % 
adhered  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Souths  and  ^°"™'°    '^^^ 
thereby  withdrawn  himself  from  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
General  Conference,  it  is  improper  for  this  body  to  take 
action  upon  the  matters  contained  in  this  communication." 

A.  Griffith  ofiTered  the  following  substitute  for  brother 
Collins'  resoluti<)n : —  . 
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May  IS.  ^  W^reas,  the  Rev.  Joshua  Soule,  D.  D.,  Bishop  of  the 

A.  Griffith's  sub-  Metbodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  has  laid  a  letter  he- 
cimM'^^^'reao^  ^^  t^is  General  Conference,  asking,  or  demanding,  au 
iutjon.  investigation  of  his  character  and  administration  from  the 

year  1844  to  1846,  (two  years,)  as  one  of  the  Bishops  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church ;  and,  whereas  the  Dis- 
cipline and  formof  government  of  said  Methodist  E.  Church 
make  no  provision  for  the  trial,  investigation  of  character, 
of  errors,  and  improper  conduct,  of  any  of  her  Bishops, 
except  in  case  of  a  direct  charge  of  immorality,  in  the  inte- 
rim of  her  quadrennial  sessions,  at  which  alone  they  are 
held  responsible  for  all  lesser  offenses.  (See  Discipline, 
chap,  i,  sec.  4-6.) 

"And,  whereas  the  said  Rev.  Joshua  Soule,  D.  D., 
Bishop  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  at  the 
General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  held  at  Petersburgh,  in  Virginia,  in  May,  1846,  did 
formally  and  publicly  withdraw,  retire,  and  separate  him- 
self from  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  the  United 
States,  openly  renouncing  her  jurisdiction,  and^ disclaiming 
her  authority,  all  of  wbich  he  had  an  undoubted  right  to 
do,  as  a  Christian,  a  minister,  or  a  Bishop.  Therefore, 
in  view  of  the  above-recited  premises, 

'*  Resolved,  That  it  be  the  sense  of  this  General  Con- 
^  ference,  that  we  have  no  control,  nor  any  right  of  juris- 
diction whatsoever,  over  the  case  of  the  aforesaid  Rev. 
Bishop  Soule,  he  having  long  since,  of  his  own  accord, 
dissolved  all  ecclesiastical  relations  between  himself  and 
the  proper  authorities  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  thereby  placing  himself  beyond  the  reach  of  this  body 

"Alfred  Griffith. 

''Pittsburgh,  May  5,  1848." 

The  Conference  adjourned.  Benediction  by  Bishop 
Hedding. 

.     piay]  .)  SATURDAY  MORNING,  MAY  13.      « 

The  Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened 
with  the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother  S.  Comfort. 
Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair. 
The  journals  were  read. 

The  chair  announced  the  following  modification  of  the 
Committee  on  Revisal : — 
Com.  on  Revi       Levi   Sco'tt,    George    Gary,   James   M'Maban,  Hiram 
saimodified.    Kinsley,  Timothy  Benedict,  Jesse  T.    Peck,  and  Silas 
Comfort, 
ftp.  souie's  com-      The  rules  of  order  were  suspended  to  take  up  the  busi- 
jmmication.      ^^^^    ^^^g^    consideration    when    the    Conference   ad- 
journed. 
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The  snbstitQte  of  brother  Griffith  was  on  motion  laid  on       May  la 

"the  table.  Bp.Sonle^cojn- 

The  following  substitute  was  offered  : —  miuucation. 

"That,  whereas  the  Rev.  Bishop  Soule  did  fonmally 
declare,  that  he  did  renounce  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Me- 
thodist Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  thereby  withdraw  from  said  Church,  and  had  united  * 
himself  with  a  separate  ecclesiastical  connection  under 
the  title  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South; 
therefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  General  Confer- 
ence, that  they  have  no  jurisdiction  over  the  Rev.  Bishop 
Soule,  and  can  exercise  no  ecclesiastical  authority  over 
him." 

Voted  to  strike  out  the  preamble.  The  resolution  was  preamUestrack 
adopted.  The  secretary  was  authorized  to  furnish  Bishop  55i;^'t|S^"" 
Soule  a  copy. 

The  rules  were  further  suspended  for  the  following  re- 
solution : — 

''That  we  respectfully  request  the  Rev.  Dr.  Dixon  to  Questions  to  Dr. 
answer  the  following  queries,  viz. : —  ^"°'** 

"  }.  What  construction  is  put  upon  our  general  rules 
by  the  British  Connection,  in  regard  to  the  admission  of 
members  into  full  membership?  Do  they  admit  seekers 
as  well  as  regenerate  persons,  and  if  so  as  a  Church,  do 
they  still  approve  of  the  usage  and  the  rule  1 

'<  2.  What  is  the  practice  of  the  British  Connection  in 
regard  to  onforcing  the  attendance  of  members  upon  class  ? 
Is  the  rule  strictly  enforced,  and  is  it  a  general  conviction 
that  the  enforcement  of  it  is  wholesome  ? 

"  3.  What  is  the  practice  of  the  British  Connection  in 
regard  to  reporting  members  7  Do  they  report  probationers 
as  members  ? 

''4.  Whether  the  rule  in  regard  to  the  admission  of 
strangers  into  love-feasts  and  class  meetings  is  strictly 
observed  ? 

"  5.  Also,  on  any  other  subjects  which  he  may  deem 
useful." 

"  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Conference  be  given  Thanks  to  Dr. 
to  Dr.  Dixon  for  his  full  and  interesting  reply  to  the  above  ^^°"  ^^^  **'" 
inquiries,  and  we  most  fully  reciprocate  to  him,  and  those 
connected  with  him,  the  kind  feelings  tendered  us  through 
him." 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  reported  com.  on  state  of 
further,  in  part,  as  follows  : —  ^rt^SShf/^' 

*'  The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  beg  leave 
further  to  report  in  part : — 

**  1 .  That  they  have  had  under  consideration  a  com- 
munication from  the  Commissioners  of  the  M.  E.  Church, 
South,  in  relation  to  tt  division  of'  the  prqierty  of  the 
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May  II.      Book  CoDoem,  and  the  Charter  Fund,  and  that  they  can- 
com.  on  state  of  not  act  advisedly  upon  the  communication  in  question 
^rt^Sr.'®"  until  *^®y  receive  the  official  reports  of  all  the  Annual 
Conferences  in  relation  to  the  change  of  the  sixth  restric- 
tive rule,  as  recommended  by  the  last  General  Conference. 
"  2.  The  committee  would  ask  the  attention  of  the  Con- 
ference to  the  necessity  of  an  order  pointing  out  some 
plan  ,of  conference  with   the   aforesaid  commissioners, 
either  by  appointing  a  committee  of  —  to  confer  with  the 
commissioners  and  report  the  result  to  this  Conference,  or 
by  authorizing  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church 
to  invite  them  to  a  conference.     The  former  plan  would 
save  time,  and  would,  in  the  judgment  of  your  comoiittee, 
be  preferable. 

"  Respectfully  submitted, 

"  Geo.  Peck,  Chairman.^ 

Report  adopted.      The  report  was  adopted,  and  the  committee  instructed  to 

invite  the  commissioners  to  a  conference  with  them,  or  a 

committee  of  their  own  number,  as  they  shall  deem  best. 

Report  of  Com.      Conference  took  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 

deferred  tothe  Itinerancy,  containing  the  vote  of  the  Annual  Conferences 

<^- S.  ®i.1f®  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  relative  to  the  alteration  of  the  sixth 

of  tne  lyiiiircn.  ..  i/ii*  ^       j^ 

restrictive  rule,  and  referred  it  td  the  Committee  on  the 
State  of  the  Chyrch. 
Bro.  spragae'8  -    By  vote,  took  up  the  order  of  the  day.  v  Brother  Sprague 
**«f«»»«-         made  his  defense. 

The  time  having  expired,  the  Conference  adjourned  to 
meet  again  at  half-past  two  o'clock.  Prayer  by  brother 
Simpson. 

SATURDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  13. 

Conference  met  at  half  past  2  o'clock.  Bishop  Ham*- 
line  in  the  chair.  After  the  usual  exercises  by  brother 
Farrington,  the  journals  were  read.  The  rules  of  order 
were  suspended  to  take  up  the  business  upon  which  the 
Bro.  Sprague's  Conference  was  acting  when  we  adjourned.  Brother 
tinned.*  ^°"  Spraguo  continued  his  defense.  When  closed,  by  motion 
Conference  adjourned.     Prayer  by  bro.  Gurley. 

May  15.  MONDAY  MORNING,  MAY  15. 

Conference  met  at  8  o'clock,  and  was  opened  with  the 

customary  religious  services  by  brother  Walker.     Bishop 

Wangh  in  the  chair,  in  the  temporary  absence  of  Bishop 

Janes  to  attend  an  appointment. 

Rules  suspended      The  joumsls  were  read,  and,  on  motion  of  bro.  Jewett, 

^  M^nseTof  ^®  ^®s  were  suspended  to  hear  a  letter  to  the  Coamiit- 

deiegates.        tee  on  the  Expenses,  of  the  Delegates. 


parts  landi. 
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Voted  that  the  commuBicalion  be  laid  oa  the  taUe  for       ifigru. 
tbe  present.  ^^^  ^  table. 

J.  A.  CoiHns,  from  the  Comraittee  oa  the  Book  Concern, 
presented  a  report  in  part,  No.  3,  parts  1  aad  2. 

"  NO.  III. — PART  I, 

"  The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  to  whom  was  ^^^^  ^J: 
referred  '  The  memorial  from  the  Book  Committee  of  the  cem,   No.  s, 
Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  in  Canada,'  have  carefully 
considered  the  same,  and  respectfully  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  thereon : — 

'*  The  Book  Committee,  in  their  memorial,  ask  a  modi- 
fication of  the  plan  adopted  by  the  General  Conference  in 
1836,  for  the  settlement  of  the  claim  of  the  Canada  Con- 
ference upon  the  property  of  the  Book  Concern  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church ;  and  also  that  the  Generd 
Conference  direct  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  to  remit 
the  balance  due  upon  the  obligation  given  them  by  the 
Canada  commissioners,  amounting  to  some  $400,  and  re- 
turn the  bond  to  the  commissioners. 

'*  After  an  examination  of  the  facts  and  reasons  pre- 
sented in  the  memorial,  and  from  the  statements  made  by 
he  representatives  from  Canada  and  the  Agent'  at  New- 
York,  your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  requests  of 
'  the  Book  Committee  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church 
in  Canada'  should  be  granted,  and  recommend  to  the 
General  Conference  the  adoption  of  the  following  reso^ 
lutions : — 

"  1st.  Resolved,  &c..  That  in  view  of  the  fact  that  our 
Canada  brethren  have  derived  but  little  advantage  from 
the  arrangement  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Meth 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  adopted  for  their  benefit  in  1836, 
the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  are  hereby  directed  to  let 
them  have  books  at  the  cost  prices  ^unng  the  ensuing 
four  years. 

'<2d.  Resolved,  &c..  That  the  Agents  at  New-York  be 
directed  to  release  the  Canada  commissioners  from  the 
amount  due  on  the  obligation  given  by  them  to  the  Agents 
in  1836,  and  that  the  said  obligation  be  returned  to  the 
commissioners. 

"  PART  II. 

"  The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  have  also  had 
under  consideration  the  petition  of  Rev.  C.  B.  Tippett, 
praying  a  continuation  of  his  salary  as  Agent,  &c.,  and 
the  payment  of  his  traveling  expenses  from  New- York  to 
Baltimore,  and  sundry  applications  for  release  from  claims 
of  the  Book  Concern,  and  submit  for  adoption  by  the 
General  Conference  the  following  resolutions : — 

"  1st.  Resolved,  &c.,  That  the  request  of  Rev.  C.  B. 
Tippett  for  the  continuance  of  his  salary  as  Agent,  &c., 
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May  15.       and  the  pa3rment  of  bis  traTeling  expenses  fiam  New- 
Beport  of  Com.  York  to  Baltimore,  be  not  granted. 
JSra^o^""?'      "  2d.  Resolved,  &c.,  That  the  Agents  at  New-York  be 
parts  1  ands.   directed  to  remit  the  claim  of  the  Book  Concern  against 
the  estate  of  the  late  Rev.  John  Ball,  deceased. 

"  3d.  Resolved,  &c.,  That  the  Agents  at  Cincinnati  be 
directed  to  remit  the  claim  of  the  Book  Concern  against 
the  estate  of  the  late  Rev.  John  H.  Piper,  deceased. 

"  4th.  Resolved,  ifec.  That  the  Agents  at  New- York  be 
directed  to  remit  the  claim  of  the  B6ok  Concern  against 
the  estate  of  the  late  Rev.  Rnssell  Bigelow,  deceased. 
**  In  behalf  of  the  committee, 

"  John  A.  Collins,  Chairman.   ^ 
"  Pittsburgh,  May  I5th,  1848." 

Bro.  Collins  moved  to  adopt  the  report. 
Brother  Sandford  moved  to  amend  the  report  so  as  to 
give  C.  B.  Tippett  his  expenses  from  New- York  to  Bal- 
timore.    Withdrawn  for  the  present. 

First   item  of     J.  A.  CoUins  offered  the  following  amendment  to  the 

SSi  id^tid.**^  first  item  of  the  report.  It  being  understood  the  books 
purchased  by  the  Book  Concern  in  Canada,  shall  not  be 
disposed  of  in  such  places  as  will  bring  them  in  compe- 
tition with  the  books  of  the  Concern  in  the  United  States  ; 
that  the  expense  of  transportation  shall  be  borne  by  the 
Canada  establishment,  and  that  payment  for  books  shall 
always  be  made  to  our  Agents  in  funds  at  par  in  New- 
York.  Amendment  adopted.  Resolution*  of  the  report 
adopted  as  amended. 

Second  resoiu-      2.  Resolution  releasing  the  Canada  Book  Concern  fVom 
tion  adopted,    certain  obligations  to  the  Book  Concern  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.     Adopted. 

1.  Resolution,  part  2,  read,  recommending  nonconcur- 
rence  in  the  request  of  C.  B.  Tippett. 

Amendment  of-      Brother  Sandford  renewed  his  inotion  to  amend  so  as 
JoitttiSif"'^®"  to  pay  bro.  Tippetl's  moving  expenses  from  New- York  to 
his  station. 

Laid  on  table.  Brother  Sandford's  amendment  laid  on  the  table.  The 
resolution  as  reported  by  the  committee,  adopted. 

Part  8  adopted.  2.  Resolution  releasing  the  estate  of  brother  Ball  from 
claims  of  the  Book  Concern.     Adopted. 

3.  Resolution  releasing  the  estate  of  John  H.  Piper. 
Adopted. 

4.  ^Resolution,  releasing  the  estate  of  Russell  Bigelow. 
Adopted. 

^''do^ted  ^^^     Voted  to  adopt  the  report  as  a  whole. 

Mr.^Vreen  to      On  motion  of  brother  Porter,  the  Secretary  was  ordered 

dSiiiVofTeSf  to  give  Rev.  Mr.  Green  a  copy  of  the  doings  of  this  Con- 

*  Con.  in  relation  ferenco,  in  relation  to  the  petitions  of  the  Canada  Confer- 
to  petitions  of  ^„^^  '^ 
Canada  Conf.    onc«- 
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F  Brother  Wright,  from  the  Committee  on  Temperance,       May  is. 
reported  in  part.     Laid  on  the  table  under  the  mle.  ^^SS^  Templ»^ 

Brother  Clark  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  pur-  Jjgcj^  ub!^' 
pose  of  resuming  the  appeal  case  from  the  Troy  Confer-  AmM»^"case^of 
ence.     Agreed  to.  SlmS''^' "^ 

On  motion  voted  to  take  up  said  appeal. 
^  Brother  A.  Witherspoon  responded  to  E.  Sprague  in 
behalf  of  the  Ttoy  Conference  delegation. 

Bishop  Jane9  took  the  chair  at  ten  o'clock. 

The  delegates  from  the  Troy  Conference  rested  the 
case  at  the  conclusion  of  brother  Witherspoon's  remarks, 
and  brother  Sprague  responded. 

Brother  Currier  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting,  not  bto.  Cumer  ex- 
having  heard  the  minutes  read.     He  was  excused.  erased  from  vo- 

On  motion  it  was  voted  to  excuse  the  delegation  of  the  ttoj  deieg«tion 
Troy  Conference  from  voting,  at  their  own  request.  l^l^  ^^^ 

Brother  Griffith  asked  whether  the  minutes  taken  by  the 
Committee  in  the  case  of  £.  Sprague  were  read  before 
the  Conference,  and  made  the  ground  of  their  action  in 
the  case.  Answered  by  Troy  Conference  delegates  in 
the  affirmative. 

I.  Winner  moved  that  the  decision  of  the  Troy  Confer-  Motion  of  i. 
ence,  in  the  case  of  Ezra  Sprague,  be  affirmed.  Sm"*the^  de^ 

On  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  the  session  was  extended  ^J*^'*  ^^  T«>y 
ten  minutes. 

S.  Comfort  offered  a  substitute  to  brother  Winner's  s.     Comfort's 
motion.     ThaJ  the  proceedings  in  the  case  of  E.  Sprague  •^*>^»^t«- 
have  not  been  according  to  rule.     On  motion  voted  to 
adjourn. 
J^U  Prayer  by  brother  Shaw,  of  New-Jersey.  ; 

TUESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  16.  Mayie. 

The  Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened 
with  the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother  Pilcher. 
Bishop  Hamline  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read,  and  the  order  of  the  day  was  Account  of  com. 
suspended,  to  introduce  an  account  presented  to  the  Com-  Deic^tes^pre^' 
mittee  on  Expenses  of  Delegates.  sented. 

On  motion,  the  account  was  ordered  to  be  paid  by  the  ordered  paid. 
Book  Agents. 

On  fnotion,  the  rules  were  further  suspended  to  finish 
the  case  of  E.  Sprague. 
- . .'  Brother  Comfort  withdrew  his  substitute  and  offered  the  Bro.     Comfort 

#A11rkUfin«r  •  withdrew    his 

lOllOWmg  . —  substitute,  and 

"  Resolved,  That  in  view  of  informalities  in  the  manner  oifer'd  another. 
of  taking  and  recording  testimony  in  the  case  of  Rev.  E. 
Sprague,  he  be  referred  back  to  the  Troy  Conference  for 
a  new  trial." 
^A  motion  to  lay  this  substitute  on  the  table  failed.  on?i!bie fXd. ' 


Maris-  Brother  Winner  offered  an  ameadmeat  eo  ss  to  make 

^fSiT^'^i  the  resolution  read,  introdoeing  the  word  "fact,"  instead 
mendment.      of  "  manner,"  and  inserting  "  before  a  committee,"  after 

the  word  **  testimony." 
Liud  OB  table.       Voted  that  the  amendment  of  brother  Winner  be  laid  on 

the  table. 
Bro.  Peck  moved'    Brother  Peek  moved  to  amend,  so  as  to  read,  **  the  de- 
to  un     •:       vision  be,  and  is  hereby  reversed." 
Amendment  of     Brother  Cooper  amended,  by  adding,  "or  not,  as  they 
^ont^r'  may  choose."    Laid  on  the  table. 
BesoiQtion    of     Whereupon  the  resolution  of  brother  Comfort  was 

hro.     Comfort  «  j^^a^j 

adopted.         adopted. 

^e  tSen™'*      Voted,  further  to  suspend  the  order  of  the  day,  to  take 
case     en  ap.  ^^  ^^^  special  order  of  the  day,  and,  on  motion,  the  case 
of  brother  Osborn  was  taken  up. 

By  vote,  agreed  that  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  to 
meet  again  at  half-past  two  o'clock,  specially  to  attend  to 
this  case.     Continued  the  reading  of  the  testimony. 

Voted  to>  lay  the  present  case  on  the  table,  to  make 
way  for  the  following,  viz".  :— 
A  motion  of  in-  "  That  the  Committee  on  Law  be  instructed  to  inquire 
Lawc^.  ^iuto  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the  Discipline,  (two 
thirds  of  the  General  Conference,  and  three-fourths 
of  the  members  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences, 
present  and  voting,  concurring,^  as  to  add  the  followiog 
to  the  section  relating  to  tne  General  Conference: 
"  At  every  session  of  the  General  Conference  a  committee 
consisting  of  one  member  from  each  of  the  delegates  com- 
posing that  body  be  chosen  by  the  delegations  respectivelji 
in  whiph  one  of  the  Bishops  shall  preside,  shall  be  ap- 
pointed, to  be  denominated, '  The  Committee  on  Appeals.' 
The  said  committee  shall  sit  as  a  'court  of  appeals' 
during  the  regular  sessions  of  the  General  Conference, 
from  time  to  time,  as  necessity  may  require,  and  shall 
have  full  authority  to  hear,  try,  and  finally  adjudicate,  all 
appeals  from  the  decision  of  any  Annual  Conference,  and 
which  may  be  referred  to  them  by  the  General  Confer- 
ence." 
Referral  to  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Law  Questions. 
,     ^"^   ®"'  Conference  adjourned.     Prayer  by  brother  Webber.    " 

TUESDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  16. 

The  Conference  met  according  to  adjournment  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock,  and  was  opened  with  the  usual  religious 
services  by  brother  Gurley.     Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair. 
The  journals  were  read. 
Bfo.    osboni'8      Took  up  the  special  order  of  the  day,  viz.,  the  ap- 
case  taken  up.  ^^^^  case  from  the  Baltimore  Conference.     The  reading 
of  the  minutes  in  this  case  was  resumed  and  finished. 
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'     On  motioQ,  that  the  decision  of  the  committee  in  the       Wayie. 
case  of  Rey.  J.  W.  Osbom  be  read. 

On  motion  adjourned.  Prayer  by  brother  Clarke  of 
£rie  Conference. 

WEDNESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  17.  May  it. 

The  Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened 
by  the  customary  religious  exercises  by  brother  Pitman. 
Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  suspended  to  receive  a  memo-  Memorial  of  *ji. 
rial  from  J.  C.  Lyon.     Referred  to  Committee  on  the  f^^c^ 

Book  Concern.  on  Book  Con. 

The  Committee  on  Temperance,  reported.  No.  2. 
Laid  on  the  table  one  'day,  under  the  rule. 

The  order  of  business  was  suspended  to  take  up  the  J.  w.  Osbora*a . 
aj^al  of  J.  W.  Osbom,  and  on  motion,  it  was  tal^en  up.  uHq  np.^^*^ 
Brother  Holdich  made  the  opening  speech.     Brothers 
Griffith  and  Davis  spoke  in  behalf  of  the  Baltimore  Cim- 
ference. 

A  motion  that  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  to  meet 
again  at  half-past  two  o'clock,  to  finish  the  case,  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

A  motion  was  made  to  lay  this  business  on  the  table^ 
to  hear  from  Dr.  Dixon,  and  the  session  was  lengthened 
for  that  purpose. 

Dr.  Dixon  made  his  farewell  communication,  and^  on  ^^-'^^^[^^^^ 
motion,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted : —  ^*^        "' 

"  Resolved,  That  we  most  affectionately  respond  to  the 
sentiments  so  feelingly  expressed  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Dixon, 
and  cherishing  the  most  grateful  sense  of  his  labors  and 
intercourse  with  us,  we  commend'  him  to  the  care  of 
divine  Providence,  and  pray  for  his  safe  return  to  his 
family  and  field  of  labor." 

On   motion,  Conference    adjourned.    Prayer  by  Dr«  * 
Dixon. 

THURSDAY  MORNING,  MAY  18.  May  is. 

The  Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened 
by  brother  Geo.  Gary  with  the  customary  religious  exer> 
cises.     Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read. 

Brother  Trimble  moved,  that  the  rules  be  suspended  for 
the  purpose  of  admitting  resolutions  by  brothers  Young 
and  Finley.     Carried. 

Brother  Young  offered  the  following  :■—  Resolution    of 

"Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Missions  be  in-  SS'sions "*^  ^* 
structed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  supplying  more 
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May  1&       missionaries  for  the  Welsh  and  Norwegians  in  the  United 
States,  and  of  extending  our  gospel  labbrs  among  them/' 
Adopted. 
Bro.Mniey'8  w-      Brother  Finley  offered  the  following  :— 
prol^rty'^qJ^      "  Whereas  the  division  of  the  Book  Concern,  and  other 
tion.  Church  property,  with  the  Church,  South,  has  not  been 

authorized  by  the  vote  of  the  Annual  Conferences,  as 
•provided  for  in  the  Plan  of  Separation ;  and  whereas  they 
still  claim  that  we  owe  them,  which  involves  questions  of 
great  magnitude  and  importance,  therefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 
Church  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  and 
expediency  of  offering  to  refer  the  above  question  to  disin- 
terested arbiters,  to  be  chosen  by  the  parties,  for  amicable 
adjustment,  and  report  thereon."     Laid  on  the  table  for 
the  present. 
coBLonStateof     "  Also,  Rcsolved,  That  the  Committee  on ^e  Sute  of 
preiwrix^^his^  ^  Church  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
chLch  forthe^^  having  the  history  of  the  Church  Written  for  the  last 
last  foor  yean!  four  years,  and  report  thereon."    Adopted, 
chiirchwpers      "  Also,  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the    Book 
inqu       oim  £|Qjjggyjj  ^  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
our  peters  being  printed  in  quarto  form,  and  report  there- 
on."    Adopted. 
Memorial   pre-      Dr.  Tomlinson  presented  a  memorial  from  Gallipolis, 
sented.  Qhio,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book 

Concern, 
itueations  in  re-      J.  Clark  presented  several  questions  of  the  Troy  dele- 
^^n«ae!  ^^^  gation,  in  relation  to  the  case  of  £^  Sprague.    Laid  on  the 
table  for  the  present. 

D.  Smith  offered  the  following : — 

^cSmT^on  R^      "  I^®''®^^®^'  '^^^^  ^^®  Committee  on   Revisal  be  in- 

visSi  ^^        structed  to  add  to  chap,  i,  sec.  19,  ans.  to  quest.  4,  p.  70, 

eighth  line  from  the  top,  the  following  words, '  whether 

taken  before  the  Conference,  or  a  cobimittee  appointed  for 

'   that  purpose.' "     Laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

P.  P.  Sandford,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy, 
presented  a  report,  as  follows  : — 
Rep^J^Co™*  "  The  Committee  on  Episcopacy,  after  hearing  Bishops 
an  piieopacy.  jj^^^jjg  ^^^  Janes,  in  reference  to  a  matter  of  complaint 
against  their  administration,  which  appeared  in  the  Gene- 
see Evangelist,  adopted  the  following  as  expressive  of 
their  convictions  in  the  case  :^— 

**  1 .  Resolved,  That  in  the  judgment  of  this  committee, 
the  decision  of  Bishops  Hedding  and  Janes,  in  the  case 
of  Rev.  J.  N.  Maffit,  in  determining  the  place  of  his  mem- 
bership, they  acted  entirely  within  the  limits  of  their 
Episcopal  jurisdiction,  and  in  perfect  accordance  with  the 
discipline  and  usage  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
*^2,  Resolved,  That  the  circumstances  in  that  case 
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were  such  as  fully  to  justify  and  require  their  authoritative       May  18. 
interference.  Report  of  com. 

"  The  committee  also  had  under  consideration  a  com-  **  Bp»coi«cy. 
plaint  against  the  administration  of  Bi9hop  Morris,  and 
adopted  the  following  as  their  opinion  on  the  subject : — 

''  The  Committee  on  Episcopacy,  to  whom  was  referred 
so  much  of  the  memorial  from  adhering  members  of  the 
Ebenezer  Church,  St.  Louis,  as  referred  to  a  certain  let- 
ter, said  to  have  been  written  by  Bishop  Morris  to  the 
preacher  in  charge  of  the  Centenary  Church,  St.  Louis, 
have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  together  with 
other  matters  c€mnected  therewith,  and  have  been  pre- 
sented with  a  letter  from  said  preacher  in  charge,  dated 
Pittsburgh,  May  11,  1848,  certifying  that  no  such  letter 
was  ever  received  by  him ;  wherefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  there  is  no  cause  of  complaint  againsi 
the  administration  of  Bishop  Morris  in  that  matter. 

**  The  committee  have  carefully  inquired  into  the  admin- 
istration and  moral  conduct  of  all  the  Bishops  for  the  four 
past  years,  and  would  recommend  to  the  Conference  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution : — 

*'  Resolved,  That  the  administration  of  the  Bishops  is 
hereby  approved,  and  that  their  characters  pass. 

'^  The  committee  have  also  examined  the  claims  and 
receipts  of  the  Bishops  for  the  four  past  years,  and  find 
that  their  claims  have  been  paid,  with  the  exception  that 
there  is  due  Bishop  Morris  $21,  and  Bishop  Janes  $237, 
for  traveling  expenses,  and  the  committee  recommend  to 
the  Conference  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : — 

"  Resolved,  That  Bishops  Morris  and  Janes  be  paid  the 
balance  due  them  for  traveling  expenses. 

"  P.  P.  Sandpord,  C^unrman,^ 

J.  A.  Collins  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table  for  the  pre-  Resoiation  to 
sent.    Lost.  Si.'Sf  °" 

Took  up  so  much  of  the  report  as  relates  to  the  admm-  Part  of  report 
istration  of  Bishops  Hedding  and  Janes,  in  the  case  of  J.  *^®"  ^• 
N.  Maffit. 

Voted  to  lay  the  item  of  the  report  relating  to  Bishops  That  put  of  re- 
Hedding  and  Janes  on  the  table,  until  they  can  both  be  j^?.'®  hSS^ 

present.  '  and  Janes  hlid 

The  preamble  and  resolution  relating  to  BisTiop  Mor-  be^^wnt.**^ 
ris    were  read.      The   resolution  was   adopted,  as  fol- 
lows : — 

''  Resolved,  That  there  is  no  cause  of  complaint  Resomtion  of 
against  the   administration   of  Bishop  Morris    in   that  f^?*toBp.Mor- 

matter."  m  adopted. 

Moved  that  Bishop  Morris  be  requested  to  furnish  a  ^^i^stedto fur- 
copy  of  the  letter  of  Rev.  Mr.  Boyle,  for  the  benefit  of  nish  a  copy  of 
the  m'emorialists  from  St.  Louis.    Canied.  JJJier.  ^^^^"^ 
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May  18.  Yotod  to  lay  on  the  table  the  reeolntion  of  the  Episco 

^S^w^cam.  P^  Committee  in  relation  to  the  administrations  of  the 

In  relation  to  BishODS. 

administration        t»i»  t*   ■%  111  *i»i 

of  the  Biahope      Kesolution  of  the  committee  to  pay  the  balance  of  the 
BeiioiaSo^aatoQt  ^y^^^Uog  expenses  of  the  Bishops,  nam^y :  Bishop  Moi- 
payimr  BUbops  ris,  $21,  and  Bishop  Janes,  $237.     Read  and  adopted 
jMum^optod     '^^0  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  presented 
otsui^' J%  a  report  on  the  state  of  the  yote  to  alter  the  sixth  re- 
Church  about  strictive  rule,  to  the  •effect  that  the  number  of  votes  required 
^cti^^y^  by  the  Discipline  to  change  said  rule  had  not  been  given. 
IRmrtmceived,     Moved  to  receive  the  report,  and  order  it  to  be  entered 
tmd  oiTb^  upon  the  Journal  of  Reports.    Agreed  to. 
ifenwriai''ftom     ^*  ^®^^  presented  a  memorud  from  members  of  the 
dtyofN.T.     Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  city  of  New-Yoik, 
which,  on  motion,  was  refierred  to  the  Committee  on 
Itinerancy, 
ifbred  to  take      S.  Comfort  moved  to  suspend  the  general  orden  to 
Som^neida  take  Up  the  Special  order,  namely :  the  appeal  case  from 
^^^^'  the  Oneida  Conference. 

*SdtoiOT*^     Brother  Trimble  moved  to  amend,  by  inserting  the  ap- 
atead  o^  On-  peal  from  Baltimore  instead  of  from  Oneida.     iMi, 
eida,iost.    ^       Brother  Comfort  withdrew  the  motion. 

Brother  Filmore  moved  to  suspend  the  general  orders 
to  receive  memorials  and  petitions. 
Memoriab  pre-     The  chair  presented  a'  memorial  on  the  subject  of 
'^^^  boundaries.      Referred    to   the    Committee    on    Boun- 

daries. 

A  memorial  from  S.  M.  E.  Goheen,  in  behalf  of  Libe- 
ria Mission  Conference,  asking  that  said  Conference  may 
*  be  allowed  representation  in  the  General  Confer^ace,  was 

presented  and  read.    Voted  to  refer  said  memorial  to  the 
Committee  on  Missions. 

Brother  Wright  presented  a  memorial  from  Thomas 
Stringfield  and  S.  Patten,  in  relation  to  the  dividends 
claimed  by  the  Holston  Conference.  Referred  by  vote  to 
the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

A  memorial  was  presented  by  brother  Davis,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

J.  A.  Massey  presented  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of 
church  music.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Revisal. 

Brother  Mattison  presented  a  memorial  in  relation  to 
boundaries.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Bro.  Greenwood  presented  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of 

boundaries.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

J^^oC^I*     Brother  Kenney  moved  that  so  much  of  the  journals 

to  dirWon^  of  the  Pittsburgh  Conference  as  relates  to  a  division  of 

Sd^toCom^S  said  Conference, be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bounda- 

BoondMies'.     rics.     Carried. 

Memorial   pre-     R.  Hopkins  presented  a  memorial  from  preachera  in 
■ented.  Pittsburgh  Conference,  in  relati(m  to  division  of  said 
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Conference.     The  paper  was  referred  to  the  Committee       May  I8. 
on  Boundaries. 

Brother  Eddy  presented  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of  Memorials  pre- 
books.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Book  Concern.  »  seated. . 

Also  a  paper  on  boundaries.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Boundaries.  ^ 

The  same  from  the  Oneida  Conference  delegation  on 
boundaries.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Brother  Steadman  presented  a  memorial  from  Theodore 
Stow.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Book  Concern. 

The  law  questions  presented  by  brother  Judson.  Re-  i^vr  questions 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Law  Questions.  LawCom.   ^ 

By  P,  Cartwright,  from  sundry  members  from  Missouri. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

Brother  Dennis  presented  a  paper  from  Dr.  Luckey.  Papers  presented 
Voted  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Law  Questions.  by  bro.  Dennis. 

Another  by  the  same.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Law  Questions. 

Another  by  the  same  from  J.  T.  Arnold.  Laid  on  the 
table.  •  ,  .         ^ 

The  orders  of  the  day,  were  on  motion  suspended  to  Appeal  case  from 
take  up  and  finish  the  appeal  case  from  Baltimore.  Dr.  Bait,  taken  up. 
Holdich  closed  the  case. 

Brother  Farrington  moved  that  the  decision  of  the  Bal-  Resolution  to 
timore  Conference  in  the  case  of  John  W.  Osborn  be  Ssion  of  Bail^ 
reversed.  ^°"^- 

Brother  J.  A.  Collins  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting,  j.  a.  coiiins  ex- 
He  was  excused.  Sng^^  ^'°"  ^*^- 

A  motion  to  excuse  all  the  delegates  from  Baltimore  Aes.  to  excuse 
was  laid  on  the  table.  ^  faido'n taSf " 

Brother  Sandford  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting  on  Bro.  sandford 
the  ground  of  being  absent  when  the  case  was  heard,  l^f^^^  '"*"* 
He  was  excused. 

And  the  motion  to  reverse  the  action  of  the  Baltimore  Motion  to  re- 
Conference  in  this  case  was  carried.  ^^^^  *^"^ 

On  motion  voted  to  take  up  the  appeal  pase  from  Oneida  Appeal  case  from 

r^      r  r  rr  Oneida    Conf. 

lyonierence.  ^  taken  up. 

Voted  to  sit  with  closed  doors  during  the  examination 
of  this  case. 

Voted  that  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  to  meet  again 
at  half  past  two  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

A.  letter  from  the  appellant  was  read,  and  J.'  A.  Collins  »•  i>-  sniffen's 

T         ,  .  ^f  '  appeal  case. 

appeared  as  his  counsel. 

It  was  moved  that  the  president  be  requested  to  ap- 
point some  person  to  keep  the  door  during  the  trial  of  this 
appeal.     Carried. 

Whereupon  Benj.  Griffen  was  appointed  door-keeper. 

On  motion  voted  that  the  appeal  of  B.  D.  Sniffen  be 
admitted.     The  journals  of  the  Oneida  Conference  in  the      ^ 
case  were  read.  •  • 

8 
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May  18.       \    Jesse  T.  Peck  moved  the  following  resolution : — 
Adjoaniment.        <<  Resolved,  I'hat  in  view  of  informalities  in  the  journals 
^SSfen.  ^*  ^'  of  Oneida  Conference  in  relation  to  B.  D.  Sniffen,  he  be 
referred  back  to  Oneida  Conference  for  a  new   trial.'* 
Withdrawn.     Renewed  by  J.  A.  Collins. 

Moved  to  prolong  the  sessions  ten  minutes.     Carried. 
Voted  that  Ccmference  do  now  adjourn.     Prayer  by 
brother  Phelps. 

THURSDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  18. 

The  Conference  met  at  half  past  two  o'clock.     Religious 
services  by  brother  Elliott.     Bishop  Hamline  in  the  chair. 
The  journals  were  read. 

Voted  to  suspend  the  General  order  to  take  up  the  ap- 
peal case  of  B.  D.  Snifien.     Voted  to  take  up  the  said  case. 
J.  A.  CoiiinB*      J.  A.  Collins  withdrew  the  motion  pending  at  the  time 
ond£  Conf.^^  of  the  adjournment,  and  presented  a  paper  of  exceptions  to 
the  journals  of  Oneida  Conference,  in  the  trial- of  B.  D. 
Sniffen,  namely : — 
Action  in  Snif-      «  As  counsel  for'  B.  D.  Sniffen,  in  his  appeal  pending 
en  s  case.       j^^fQ^^  tj^jg  General  Conference,  and  in  his  behalf,  I  ex- 
cept to  the  journals  of  the  Oneida  Annual  Conference,  in 
his  case,  on  the  following  points : — 

'*  1 .  Because  the  Secretary  of  the  Oneida  Conference 
did  not  keep  regular  minutes  of  the  trial. 

"2.  Because  the  charges  and  specifications  on  which 
said  Sniffen  was  arraigned,  tried,  convicted,  and  expelled 
from  the  M.  E.  Church,  by  said  Conference,  do  not  appear 
on  the  record,  nor  is  there  any  reference  to  any  minutes^ 
kept  by  the  Secretary  of  said  Conference  in  which  they 
are  recorded. 

''  3.  Because  of  the  omissions  and  irregularities,  the  evi- 
dence, if  there  be  any,  does  not  come  before  the  General 
Conference,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  Discipline 
in  such  cases." 

The  counsel  for  the  appellant  addressed  the  Confer- 
ence in  [support  of]  this  biH  of  exceptions.  S.  Comfort  and 
D.  Holmes  replied  against  said  bill,  and-  brother  Collins 
Te6p(Mided. 
G.  Peek's  re  George  Peck  moved,  that  the  exceptions  taken  by  the 
solution.  counsel  are  not  sufficient  to  bar  the  appeal  or  prevent  its 
being  investigated  by  this  Conference.     Carried^ 

And  the  minutes  of  the  trial,  of  B.  D.  Sniffen  were 
read. 

J.  Clark  moved  to  adjourn.     Lost. 

Brother  CoUins  in  behalf  of  the  appellant  made  his 

plea.     Brothers  Comfort  and  Holmes  replied.     A  motion 

to  adjourn  was  lost.     Brother  Collins  closed  the  pleadings. 

*        Brothex;  Porter  moved  that  the  decision  of  the  Oneida 
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Cbnference  be  affirmed,  and  the  Oneida  Conference  de-       May  is. 
legation  be  excused  from  voting  if  they  desire.     The  ^"«^*^pj"fj5" 
Conference  affirmed  the  decision  of  the  Oneida  Confer-  *^  *  °"     "" 
ence  in  the  case  of  B.  D«  Snifien. 

Conference  adjourned.     Benediction  by  Bishop  Waugh. 

FRIDAY  MORNING,  MAY  19.  Mayi«. 

The  Conference  met  at  eight  o*clock,  and  was  opetied  openuigofconr. 
with  appropriate  religious  exercises   by  brother  D.  P. 
Williams.     Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read. 

A  communication  from  the  British  Conference,  with  an  com.  from  Uie 
extract  from  the  journals  of  said  Conference.     Read  and  ®'*'*"^  ^^"^• 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Correspondence. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  suspended  to  receiye  resolu- 
tions.    Resolution  of  D.  Holmes : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee   on   Revisal   be  in-  d.  Holmes'  re- 
structed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the  ■<>i"t»"- 
Discipline,  page  26,  sec.  4,  ques.  3,  ans.  2,  as  to  read  as 
follows :  *  provided  that  he  (the  Bishop)  shall  not  allow 
any  preacher  to  remain  on  the  same  station  moie  than 
three  years  successively.' "     By  vote,  laid  on  the  table. 

By  brother  Sandford : — 

"  Resolved  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Con-  sro.  sandford's. 
ferences   in   General   Conference    assembled.    That  no  »«>*"^«»- 
preacher  is  under  obligation  to  give  a  certificate  of  mem- 
bership to  any  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  unless  said 
member  wishes  to  remove  his  membership  to  another 
charge  in  the  M.  E.  Church,  though,  as   a  matter   of 
courtesy,  he  may  give  a  recommendation  to  a  member  in     ^ 
good  standing  who  wishes  to  unite  with  another  evangelical 
denomination."     Adopted. 

Whereas,  the  General  Conference  of  1840  passed  the 
following  resolution,  appended  to  the  report  of  the  West- 
moreland petition,  viz. : — 

**  Resolved,  That  under  the  provisional  exception  of  the  j.  j.  steadman's 
general  rule  of  the  church  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  the  '©solution, 
simple  holding  of  slaves,  or  mere  ownership  of  slave  pro- 
perty in  states  or  territories  where  the  laws  do  not  admit 
of  emancipation,  and  permit  the  liberated  slaves  to  enjoy 
freedom,  constitutes  iio  barrier  to  the  election  or  ordina- 
tion of  ministers  to  the  various  grades  of  office  known  in 
the  M.  E.  Church,  and  cannot  therefore  be  considered  as 
operating  any  forfeiture  of  right  in  view  of  such  election 
and  ordination,  and  whereas,  said  resolution  is  liable  to 
misconstruction,  and  has  been  misconstrued  to  the  preju- 
dice of  our  beloved  Methodism^  therefore  resolved,  by 
the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences  in  Gen- 
eral Conference  assembled,  that  the  Committee  on  the 
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May  10.       State  of  the  Church  be,  and  are  hereby  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  propriety  of  having  said  resolution  rescinded     * 

"J.J.  Steadman." 
Refened. 

Brother  Comfort  offered  the  following  resolutic^n,  viz. : — 
Bro.  Comfort's  "  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  in- 
resoiution.  structed  to  take  into  consideration  the  expediency  of  so 
amending  the  Discipline  on  page  162,  answers  1  and  4. 
to  question  1,  (part  2,  sec.  2,)  and  the  second  question 
and  answer  of  the  same  section,  page  164,  as  to  conform 
to  the  prevailing  usage  of  the  church  on  that  subject,  and 
report  thereon." 

It  was  laid  on  the  table  under  the  ri^le. 

Brother  J.  Cf.  Smith  offered  the  following : — 

J.   c.  Smith's      »*  Resolved,  That  the   Committee  on  Revisal   be   in- 

reso  ution.       structed  10  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the 

Discipline,  chap.  2,  sec.  7,  5th  paragraph,  last  line,  as  to 

strike  out  the  words  '  proper  trial,'  and  insert  the  words 

*  manifest  reformation '  in  lieu  thereof 

Brother  Power  presented  the  following : — 
Bro.     Power's      "  Resolved,  That  ans.  2d,  to  quest.  2d,  of  the  Disci- 
pline, page  171,  be  so  amended  as  to  read  as  follows: — 

*  annually  by  the  Quarterly  Conference  at  its  last  meeting 
for  the  year,  the  preacher  having  charge,'  &c.  &c." 

Brotfier  Massey  offered  the  following : — 
Bro.  Massey's  «  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  Annual  Conferences 
assembled,  That  to  prevent  all  possible  misconception  of 
the  meaning  of  the  closing  proviso  of  the  restrictive  arti- 
cles or  constitution,  on  page  22,  small  edition  of  the  Dis- 
.  cipline,  (the  requisite  majority  of  the  Annual  Conferences 
concurring,x)  the  word  *  several,'  in  the  ninth  line,  be 
stricken  out,  and  the  word  'all'  inserted,  so  as  to  read 

*  all  the  Annual  Conferences,'  instead  of  '  the  several 
Annual  Conferences.''^  Laid  on  the  table  ui^der  the 
rule. 

"Resolved,  That  after  to-morrow,  there  shall  be  no 
more  resolutions  offered  to  amend  the  Discipline,  except 
from  committees,  during  the  present  session  of  the  Gene- 
ral Conference." 

Brother  Creagh  moved  to  amend  by  adding,  "  and  me- 
morials." The  amendment  was  laid*  on  the  table,  and  the 
resolution  passed. 

Brother  Jewett  offered  the  following : — 
Bro.  jewett's  "  Resolved,  That  the  Discipline,  chap.  1,  sec.  4,  aps. 
reso  ution.  g^  ^^  ^^  amended  as  to  read,  '  The  Bishops  may,  when 
they  judge  it  necessary,  unite  two  or  more  circuits  or  sta- 
tions together,  requiring  the  preachers  to  itinerate,  with- 
out affecting  their  separate  financial  interests  or  pastoral 
charges."     Laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 
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^'  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern       May  19. 
be  and  are  hereby  instructed  to  receive  and  consider  any  ^oi„^^"'*  ^^' 
proposition  which  may  be  made  to  them  relative  to  the 
transfer  of  Zion's  Herald  to  the  General  Conference. 

"A.  Stevens, 
"M.  Trafton, 
"  M.  Hill." 

A  motion  to  lay  this  on  the  table  failed.  Carried,  and- 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

B.  Griffen  offered  the  following : — 

"  Resolved,  That  this  Conference  will  adjourn  sine  die,  ^^^^^**  '®* 
on  Wednesday,  31st  of  the  present  month." 

A  motion  to  lay  this  resolution  on  the  table  failed. 

It  was,  on  motion,  indefinitely  postponed. 

".Resolved,  That  whereas,  if  in  the  judgment  of  any  Resolution    on  ' 
member  of  the  Conference,  the  discussion  of  a  subject  ^estion??"*** 
should  be  terminated,  it  shall  be  in  order  for  him  to  move 
that  the  vote  on  the  question  be  now  taken,* which  motion, 
if  seconded,  shall  be  put  without  debate  ;  and  if  two-thirds 
of  the  members  present  and  voting,  sustain  the  motion, 
the  vote  on  the  subject  under  discussion  shall  be  taken 
without  further  debate,  in  the  following  order :  1st,  on  the 
substitute,  if  there  be  one  ;  2d,  on  the  amendment ;  3d,  on  « 
the  main  question. 

"  J.  Drummond, 
"  S.  Elliott." 

A  motion  to  strike  out  "two-thirds" and  insert  "a  ma- 
jority" failed.     The  resolution  was  adopted. 
^  By  brother  Spicer : — 

"Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  be  Bro.  spicer's  re- 
directed to  publish  a  monthly  magazine  as  soon  as  a  suf-  ■°^"**°"^' 
ficient  number  of  subscribers  can  be  obtained  to  warrant 
such  a  publication."     Laid  on  the  table. 

Also  the  following  ; — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  amending  the  note 
of  recommendation  to  members  by  introducing  the  words, 
the  *  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,'  instead  of  *out 
Church.' 

"  Resolved,  That  after  Monday  next,  the  rule  calling  for 
petitions  and  memorials  be  suspended  for  the  remainder  of 
the  session  of  this  Conference." 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Questions  of  Law  a.  Stevens*  re- 
be    instructed  to  inquire,   when   charges   are    preferred  ^^^^^°'^' 
against  a  preacher  at  an  Annual  Conference,  and  he  cannot 
be  tried  during  the  session  for  want  of  testimony,  whether 
it  is  proper  for  the  Conference  to  appoint  a  committee  to 
try  him,  with  power  to  acquit  or  suspend  him  in  the  inter* 
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May  i».       val  of  the  Conference.    If  not,  has  the  Conference  the 

^solution""'  ^  ^^^^  ^  '®^®'  *^®  ^*®®  ^^  *^  accused  preacher  to  the  Pre- 
siding Elder  who  may  have  charge  of  him,  to  try  him  undei 
the  rule  for  the  trial  of  immoral  traveling  preachers  in  the 
interval  of  an  Annual  Conference.       "  A.  Stevens, 

"  S.  A.  ROSZEL." 

J.  Porter's  re-  «  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Missions  be  in- 
soution.  structed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  amending  the 
Discipline,  part  2,  sec.  6,  paragraph  3,  so  as  to  read, 
*  which  shall  be  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Conference ; 
provided,  that  not  more  than  one-half  of  it  shall  be  appro- 
priated within  its  own  bounds,  without  the  consent  of  the 
managers  of  the  parent  society.' 

"J.  Porter." 

Rules  suspend-      By  vote,  suspended  the  rules  to  take  up  the  appeal 
kuison's'^*  ap-  ^^m  Illinois  Conference  of  brother  Atkinson.     The  ap- 
peal, pellant  stated  in  writing  the  ground  of  his  appeal. 
Bro.  Simpson's      Proceeded  to  read  the  charge  and  evidence.     Brother 
evidence '°^^*  Simpson  objected  to  the  presentation  of  the  minutes  as 
evidence  in  the  case,  because  they  had  not  been  taken  by 
the  Secretary  in  open  Conference.     The  chair  decided 
i  the  objection  out  of  order. 

Brother  Simpson  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
chair. 

Brother  Collins  moved  that  the  Conference  sustain  the 
chair  on  the  point   of  order.     Adopted.     The   reading 
^  proceeded  and  closed. 

Bro.  cartwright      Brother  Cartwri^ht,  in  behalf  of  the  appellant,  addressed 
for  appellant,    (j^q  Conference.     This  case  was  laid  on  the  table  for  the 

present. 
Amwuncement       The  chair  announced  to  the  Conference  the  decease  of 
Dr.  Emory.  °  Dr.  R.  Efnory.     J.  A.  Collins  offered  the  following : — 
Resolutions   in      "  Wherejas,  this  General  Conference  has  received  intel- 
Eroo"'s  °^S^  ligence  of  the  decease  of  Dr.  R.  Emory ;  and  whereas  the 
cease.  deceased  occupied  an  elevated  position  in  the  Methodist 

Episcopal  Church,  as  a  scholar,  minister  of  the  gospel,  and 
an  eminent  Christian  ;  and  whereas  it  is  proper  that  pub- 
lic notice  be  taken,  and  sympathy  expressed  on  such 
occasions  as  the  one  above  referred  to  ;  therefore, 

•*1.  Resolved,  That  this  General  Conference  has  re- 
ceived with  profound  sorrow  the  intelligence  of  the  decease 
of  Dr.  R.  Emory,  President  of  Dickinson  College,  and 
while  we  bow  with  submission  to  this  dispensation  of 
divine  Providence,  we  cherish  with  pleasing  recollection 
the  remembrance  of  his  fervent  piety,  eminent  learning, 
and  deep  devotion,  zeal,  and  usefulness,  as  a  minister  of 
the  gospel  of  Christ. 

"2.  Resolved,  That  the  sympathy  and  condolence  of 
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the  General  Conference,  with  the  family  of  the  deceased,       May  19. 
are  her.eby  expressed.  ^tS^!SLe"of  ixf! 

"  3.  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Conference  Emory's    de- 
furnish  the  family  of  the  deceased  with  a  copy  of  the  ^^^^' 
preamble  and  resolutions." 

By  vote,  the  decision  of  the  Illinois  Conference  in  the  Decision  in  bro. 
case  of  brother  Atkinson  was  reversed.  re^^waed.'*^**^ 

Conference  adjourned.     Prayer  by  brother  Plimpton. 

SATURDAY  MORNING,  MAY  20.  Mayw. 

Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened  with 
the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother  Cartwright. 
Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair. 

J.  A.  Collins  offered  the  following : — 

"  Resolved.  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New-York  be,  ^i^^'  '* 
and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  pay  the  moving  expenses 
of  Dr.  Bond  from  New-York  to  Baltimore."  Moved  to  lay 
the  resolution  ^on  the  table.  Lost.  Brother  Cooper 
moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  until  we  get  the 
information  ordered  in  1844,  in  relation  to  traveling  ex- 
penses of  General  Conference  officers.  Lost.  The  re- 
solution was  adopted. 

J.  A.  Collins  offered  the  following^ — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  and 
Cincinnati  be  and  are  hereby  directed  to  furnish  to  this 
(Conference,  a  statement  of  the  amount  paid  to  Book  Agents 
and  Editors  during  the  last  four  years,  in  addition  to  their 
salaries  and  traveling  expenses,  specifying  the  objects  for 
which  such  moneys  have  been  paid,  and  the  claims  any 
of  them  may  have  for  literary  or  other  labor,  which  are 
still  unsettled,  and  also  the  sums  paid  for  manuscripts,  for 
books,  for  the  pages  of  the  Quarterly  Review^  and  our 
other  periodicals,  and  for  assistance  in  the  Editorial  de- 
partments, specifying  in  each  case  the  names  of  the  indi-^ 
viduals,  and  the  precise  objects  for  which  payments  have 
been  made.  . 

J.  B.  Finley  moved  that  the  question  be  now  taken.  Previous  ques- 
Carried  by  a  vote  of  127.  **^"- 

The  vote  on  the  resolution  was  then  taken,  and  it  was 
adopted. 

J.  Young  offered  the  following : — 

"  Resolved,  That  Bishop  Hedding  be  and  is  hereby  re-  j.  Young's  re- 
spectfully requested  to  furnish  the  Agents  in  New- York  *°^"^?"' 
with  a  copy  of  an  address  delivered  by  said  Bishop  before 
the  Committee  on  Episcopa,cy,  leaving  out  names  and  lo- 
calities, and  that  the  Agents  be  requested  to  publish  the 
same  in  pamphlet  form."  Voted,  that  the  resolution  be 
laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

Brother  T.  Spicer  offered  the  following : — 
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May  20.  "  Resolved,  That  the  Committee    on  Revisal  be  in- 

^soiutions'tothe  stnicted  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  so  amending  the 
Com.  on  Re-  rule  "on  page  181,  as  to  make  the  estimate  of  the  Commit- 
^^^'  tee  on  Table  Expenses  subject  to  the  action  of  the  Quar- 

terly Conference ."     Adopted . 

By  the  same,  '^That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  so  amending 
the  rule,  for  locating  traveling  preachers  without  their 
consent,  as  to  authorize  an  Annual  Conference  to  locate 
a  man  when,  in  the  judgment  of  three-fourths  of  its  mem- 
bers, he  is  no  longer  useful  as  a  traveling  preacher.*' 
Moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table.  Lost.  The  resolution  was 
adopted. 

E.  Thompson  offered  the  following  resolution,  with  a 
preamble  prefixed : — 
E.  Thompron's  "  Resolved,  That  the  first  Monday  in  January  be  ob- 
resoiution.  gerved  annually  throughout  our  community  as  a  day  of 
public  religious  service  of  fasting  and  prayer  in  behalf  of 
our  colleges  and  seminaries."  Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Education. 

M.  Hill  moved  the  following,  in  connection  with  a  pre- 
amble, namely : — 
IfA.  Hiu*8  reso-      "  Resolved,  That  the  Committee   on  Revisal  be  in- 
lution.  structed  to  inquire  ^nto  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the 

DiscipUne  in  sec.  5,  question  2,  answ.  6,  page  32,  and 
sec.  10,  quest.  1,  answ.  16,  p.  47,  as  to  make  it  the  duty 
of  all  traveling  ministers  to  render  an  account  to  their  re- 
spective Conferences  of  the  amount  of  the  books  which 
they  sell  annually,  to  be  inserted  in  the  Minutes,  as  an 
item  of  statistical  intelligence."     Laid  on  the  table. 
George  Peck-  oflfered  the  following : — 
G.  Peck's  re«o-      "  Resolved,  That  the  Bishops  be  respectfully  requested 
lution.  ^  forward  to  the  Book  Agents  a  copy  of  the  course  of  study 

which  they  shall  point  out  for  candidates  for  admission 
and  traveling  deacons :  that  the  Agents  be  directed  to 
publish  the  same  in  the  latter  part  of  the  small  edition  of 
the  Discipline  .">  Moved  to  strike  out  Discipline,  and  in- 
sert Methodist  Almanac.    Laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 
Brother  Spencer  offered  the  following : — 
ReeoiuUon    on      "  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Law  be  requested 
horse-feed.      ^  g^y.  ^j^^tj^gj  horsefeed,  in  the  case  of  those  who  are 
under  the  necessity  of  keeping  a  horse  to  attend  their 
appointments  and  duties  in  the  ministry,  is  traveling  ex- 
penses, or  not  ?"     Moved  to  lay  on  the  table.     Lost. 
The  resolution  was  adopted. 
J.  Clark  offered  the  following : — 
J.  Clark's  reso-      "  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  directed 
lution.  ^  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  so  altering  the  closing 

paragraph  of  part  2,  and  sec.  2,  as  to  provide  for  arranging 
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the  trustees  of  our  several  churches  and  parsonages  into       May  so. 
three  classes,  where  this  arrangement  does  not  now  exist ;  Jj  Clark's  reso- 
and  to  provide  for  the  appointment  or  election  of  one  class 
each  year,  where  the  laws  of  the  stale  will  allow." 

Brother  Simpson  offered  the  following  substitute  to  bro- 
ther Clark's  resolution : — 

**  Resolved,  That  the  several  Annual  Conferences  be  Bro.  Simpson's 
requested  to  take  proper  measures  to  ascertain  what  "^^*^^®' 
changes,  if  any,,  are  requisite  in  our  deed  of  settlement 
and  mode  of  appointment  of  trustees,  so  as  to  conform  to 
the  laws  of  the  several  states,  and  add  to  the  security  of 
the  property  of  the  Church.  And  when  said  Annual  Con- 
ferences shall  have  agreed  upon  such  changes,  not  af- 
fecting, however,  any  of  the  trusts  contained  in  our  present 
deed,  and  when  such  changes  shstll  have  been  inspected 
and  approved  by  the  Bishops,  so  as  to  secure  uniformity 
as  far  as  possible,  then  the  Book  Agents  shall  be  autho- 
rized to  publish  copies  of  sc^d  deeds,  to  be  furnished  with- 
out charge  to  the  Presiding  Elders  of  the  several  states, 
■who  shall  be  charged  with  the  duty  of  seeing  that  our 
Church  property  is  properly  secured,  according  to  the 
fornv  of  said  deed." 

Brother  Sargent  moved  the  indefinite  postponement  of 
the  whole  subject. 

Brother  Clark  admitted  brother  Simpson's  substitute ;  substitute  ad- 
and,  on  motion,  the  previous  question  was  ordered,  by  a  Jdoua'^'SSSori 

vote  of  118.  ordered. 

The  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  was  lost,  and*  Motion  for  inde- 
the  questioa  recurred  on  the  grubsiitute.  Brother  Cooper  SS^!*'**" 
moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out  all  that  relates  to  the  fur-  Bfo.  cooper's 
Dishing  of  deeds.  Brother  Simpson  admitted  the  amend-  SendSdmitted, 
ment.     The  substitute  was  laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule,  substitute  laid 

Brother  Herr  offered  the  following,  in  connection  with  ^^  '***®' 
a  preamble  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  onRevisal  be  instruct-  Bro.  Herr's  re- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  Dis-  conJ!**on  Rc- 
cipline,  page  27,  chap.  1,  sec.  4,  line  11,  so  as  td  read,   ^«i- 
*  and  Sabbath  Unions.* "     Laid  on  the  table. 

Brother  Brenton  offered  the  following : — 

*'  Resolved,  That  the   Committee  on  Revisal  be  in-  ^reaoi^iJJ***"^^ 
etructed  to  inquire  what  amendments  and  alterations,  if  com.  on  Re- 
any,  are  necessary  to  the  19th  section,  chap,  i,  of  the  ^®*^*  - 
Discipline,  concerning  the  trial  of  immoral  preachers,  and 
report  thereon." 

O.  C.  Baker  ofiered  the'foUowing : — 

"  Resolved,  Thaf  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  in-  o.  c.  Baker's 
stracted  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  so  amending  the  com.^*on  r!£ 
Discipline,  page  25,  answ.  14  to  quest.  6,  that  the  num-  visai! 
bers  of  probationers  be  given  in  the  Minutes,  separate 
from  those  in  full  membership." 

9 


66  Journal  of  Gonerdl  Conference^  1848. 

BCay  SO.  Brother  Matdson  offered  the  following  :— 

""wsoiSio^to      "That  the  Committee    on  Revisal  be   instructed  to 
^uL  on  Re-  consider  the  propriety  of  amending  question  6,  page  23, 
^■**'         .    of  the  Discipline,  whereby  we  are  to  inquire  at  each  An- 
nual Conference,  who  have  been  elected  by  the  suffrages 
of  the  General  Conference^  to  exercise  the  Episcopal  Offfice^ 
and  superintend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  America^ 
Letter  to  J.  A.      J.  A.  Collins  moved,  that  so  much  of  a  certain  letter 
Sr^!^  R^  addressed    to    him    as   relates   to   amendments    in  the 
▼isai.  Discipline,  be  refened  to  the   Committee  on  RevisaL 

Carried. 
^•5iteda*fettM  ^'  ®'  ^"^V  presented  a  letter  from  the  commissicmers 
from  commis-  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South,  to  N.  Bangs,  G.  Peck,  and 
SS?Jh  sontti^  J-  B-  Finley,  to  relation  to  the  division  of  the  funds. 
Xes.  to  refer  to  Brother  Finley  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on 
S^toe^^chiSS  Ihe  State  of  the  Church.  Brother  Finley  withdrew  the 
S£?i"*l^'  motion  to  refer,  and  brother  Creagh  renewed  it,  when 

FuUey     with-  ,        ,        t^.   ,        '  .  ,  ,  ,  **  ^ 

drewthe  paper,  brother  Fmley  withdrew  the  paper. 
Lstonehaeieave      Brother  Mattison  asked  leave  for  brother  I.  Stone,  of 
of  absence,      ^j^^  Black  River  Conference,  to  return  home  in  conse- 
quence of  ill  health.    Adopted. 

Voted,  that  the  Committee  on  the  Expenses  of  Rele- 
gates be  instructed  to  pay  brother  Stone's  eaqpenses  this 
afternoon. 

Brother  Herr  offered  the  following,  prefaced  by  a  pre- 
amble:— 
Bro.Hetr*8reso-      *' Resolved,  That  it  is  the  judgment  of  this  Geneni 
member^th*  Conference,  that  no  preacher  or  member  of  our  Church  is 
^irawtog  from  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  dissolving  his  jnembership 
*  ®  *     while  under  censure."     Laid  on  the  table. 

D.  Fatten  presented  the  following,  from  the  journal  of 
the  Providence  Conference  : — 
CQmmiiiiic|^on      «  Resolved,  That  it  is  desirable  that  our  ritual  should 
den!ce  Conf.^'  be  revised,  and  made  conformable  to  our  standard  writers 
and  the  improved  circumstances  of  our  denominatioo.*' 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal. 
Thomas  Carlton  offered  the  following  :— 
jtesoiution    in      "  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern 
S>ok  ud  Pnlh  ^  directed  to  inquire  if  any,  and  if  &ny,  what  changes  are 
Com.  needed  in  the  Book  Committees  and  Publishing  Commit- 

tees."   Adopted. 

Voted  to  take  up  the  general  orders  of  the  day. 

P.  P.  Sandford,  from  &e  Committee  on  Law  Questions, 

presented  a  report,  which  was  read.    The  first  resolutioB 

was  taken  up,  viz.  :--* 

Beport  of  Com      <<  Resolved,  That  a  Presiding  Elder  has  a  right  to  em- 

^^aw  Qaei-  ^^  ^  ^^^^^  preacher  without  a  recommendation  from  a 

Quarterly  Conference." 
Bro.Keaneymo-     Brother  Kennev  moved  to  amend,  by  inserting  the  word 

▼ed  to  amend.        .  ,  '    .^  © 


Journal  of^  General  Conference,  1848.  67 

S.  Comfort  moved  to  extend  the  session  ten  minutes.       uayso. 
Lost. 

The  amendment  was  laid  on  the  tahle.  Amendment  laid 

On  motion,  voted  to  adjourn.     Prayer  by  brother .  ^^  ^^^' 

MONDAY  MORNING,  MAY  22.  Mayas. 

The  Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened 
with  tl^  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother  E.  Smith. 
Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read,  and  the  rules  were  suspended 
to  admit  the  following : — 

**  Resolved,  That  die  financial  secretary  of  the  Ameri-  Resoiation  in  re- 
can  Bible  Society  be  invited  to  tal^e  a  seat  within  the  bar,  sec?^fiSa.^B^ 
and  be  privileged  to  speak  on  all  questions  relating  to  the  Ue  society'. 
American  Bible  Society." 

Rules  further  suspended  to  call  for  memorials,  Sec. 

Memorial  of  Dr.  Bond  for  claims  on  Book  Concern.  Memoriait,  Ac, 
Referred  to  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern.  presented.. 

Brother  Barrows  presented  a  paper  from  M.  Newhall. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal. 

Brother  Drummond  presented  a  communication  from 
brother  M'Abee  relative  to  book  debts.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Also  from  preachers  of  the  Pittsburgh  Conference,  on 
the  subject  of  tracts.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Tracts 'and  Sunday  Schools. 

Also  from  one  hund/ed  and  ninety-seven  members  of  the 
M.  E.  Churoh,  Leesburgh,  Ohio,  on  the  subject  of  slavery. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

From  George  Webber  relative  to  an  error  in  the  entry 
of  his  vote,  on  the  first  resolution,  of  the  Plan  of  Separa- 
tion, placing  it  in  the  affirmative  when  it  should  have  been 
in  the  negative. 

brother  Tomlinson  presented  a  document  containing 
financial  statements  of  the  condition  of  Augusta  College. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Education. 

From  P.  Elder  of  Zanesville  asking  some  alteration  in 
Discipline.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Revisal. 

By  the  same  a  paper  from  J.  Jones.  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Book  Concern. 

Brother  Walker  a  paper  touching  the  Boundary  Ques- 
tion.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

By  brother  Trimble  a  memorial  from  Cincinnati.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

By  brother  Goode  a  paper  touching  the  question  of 
boundaries.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

By  brother  Cartwright  a  memorial  from  the  African 
Green-street  Church,  St.  Louis.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  State  of  the  Church. 


68  Journal  of  General  Conference^  1848. 

|May«.  By  brother  Talbot  a. paper  touching  boundaries.    Re- 

'senSd!^   P'^  ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 
Com.  oik  State  .  The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  reported 
wpSt to^wt**  further,  in  part.     Voted  to  lay  the  report  on  the  table, 
making  it  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow  at  eight 
o'clock,  and  that  we  sit  during  the  investigation  of  the 
report  with  closed  doors,  admitting  traveling  preachers  of 
the  M.  £.  Church  and  General  Conference  officers, 
ifode  order  of     Moved  and  carried  to  strike  out  to-morrow  ai^  insert 
wedfiMLy.^'  Wednesday,  also  to  amend  by  inserting  to  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  General  Conference.     A  division  of  the 
question  was  called  for.    The  firstpart  of  the  resolution  was 
adopted.   A  motion  to  lay  the  second  part  on  tbe  table 
was  lost.  . 

^i%°    do^     '^^^  second  part  of  the  resokition  was  lost. 
i^rs  lost.  A  further  report  from  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 

from^com.^n  Church  was  laid 'on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
ohlw;h°^'  ^^  ^^^  ^^®  ^'®  ^^  ^^®  members,  and  made  the  ordes  of  the  day 

for  Wednesday  morning  at  eight  o'clock. 
Report  of  the     The  Committee  on  Revisal  made  a  further  report,  mark- 
^nj.  onRevi-  ^^  3      ^aid  ou  the  table  under  the  rule. 
Report  of  the      The  samo  Committee  made  a  further  report,  No.  4. 
22^1*^4^*'^'  Laid  on  the  table  one  day  under  the  rule. 
Com.  on  Edaca-      The  Committee  on  Education  reported.     Moved  to  re- 
S^mmitfS!'*  commit  the  report  to  be  perfected. 

Com.  OTi  oiar-  The  Committee  on  the  Chartered  Fund  reported.  Laid 
on  the  table,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-monrow 
morning.  * 

Committee  on  the  Memorial  from  the  Wyandott  tribe 
of  Indians  reported.  A  motion  was  made  to  &dofi  the 
report  of  the  committee. 
Report  on  Wy-  "  1.  Resolved,  That  this  General  Conference  de  most 
andott  Indians,  earnestly  recommend  to  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the 
Missionary  Society  of  the  M.  E.  Church  to  refund  to  the 
Wyandotts  the  whole,  or  five  hundred  dollars  of  the 
amount,  to  pay  the  debt  incurred  in  building  their  church, 
provided  the  Methodists,  in  the  above  tribe  of  Indians^ 
are  recognized  as  belonging*  to  the  M.  E.  Church. 

"  2.  That'  the  decision  of  this  General  Conference,  in 
relation  to  this  matter,,  be  oonveyed  to  the  chiefs  and 
council  of  the  Wyandotts,  by  the  Secretary,  as  soon  as 
posjuble."     Report  and  resolutions  adopted. 
The  Committee  on  Missions  reported : — 
Ropc^jjf  Com.      "^  Resolved,  That  we   recommend   Uiat  the   German 
^"        ^'    Missionaries  now  attached  to  the   Ohio  Annual   Con- 
ference remain  in  such  connection  for   the  next  four 
years." 

The  report  was  adopted. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  German  districts  now  belonging 
V}  the  Illinois  Annual  Conference  be  transferred  to  the 
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Bock  River  Conference,  for  the  next  four  years."     Re-       Biayss. 
ferred  to  the  Cominittee  on  Missions. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  made  a  further  report,  re*  Report  of  com. 
lative  to  Oregon,  &c.    Moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  and  wia^dS^orS! 
make  it  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  nine  o'clock.  ^"' 
Failed.     Moved  to  strike  out  the  word,  "  New-Mexico." 

Conference  adjourned.    Prayer  by  brother  Jacoby. 

TUESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  23.  May  si. 

Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened  with 
the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother  Wever.  Bishop 
Hamline  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read,  and  on  motion  the  rules  were 
suspended,  to  make  way  for  a  resolution  on  the  Book 
C<Hicem  from  Genesee  Confer.ence,  as  follows : — 

**  Rev.  C.  B.  Tippett  pfesented  certain  names  of  persons  %^*^^2^'* 
indebted  to  the  Book  Concern,  whereupon  it  was  the  Book  Co^ 

"  Resolved,  That  the  account  against  Clarke  A.  Smith,  ^™- 
deceased,    be   referred    to    the    General    Conference." 
Adopted. 

Brother  Finley  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  for  the  Bro.  Fimey  in 
purpose  of  disclaiming  the  meaning  of  an  act  of  tkis  Con-  t^^  zi^ 
ferenee^  set  forth  in  an  article  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  Henid. 
said  to  have  been  published  in  Zion's  Herald.     Agreed  to. 
Brother  Stevens,  as  editor  of  that  paper,  explained  the 
article  alluded  to.     Brother  Davis  addressed  the  Confer- 
ence, objecting  to  said  editorial,  and  was  followed  by 
brother  Finley  on  the  same  side. 

Moved  to  take  up  the  order  of  the  day.     Carried. 

Dr.  Durbin — ^from  the  Committee  on  Education.  The 
first  resolution  was  read,  namely  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  proper  authorities  in  each  of  our  Report  of  com. 
universities,  colleges,  and  academies,  be  respectfully  re-  ^'^  ****^**<*" 
quested  to  furnish,  in  writing,  to  the  next  General  Confer- 
ence, definite  answers  to  the  following  questions  : — 

*<  1.  The  date  of  the  institution  ? 

^*  2.  The  number  anA  names  of  the  departments  of  in- 
struction ? 

<<  3.  The  number  of  permanent  teachers  ? 

*<  4.  The  number  of  volumes  in  the  library  ? 

"  5.  The  extent  and  value  of  the  apparatus  and  museum  ? 

*<  6.  The  present  number  of  students,  and  the  average 
number  annually  for  the  last  four  years  ? 

"  7.  How  many  of  them  are  members  of  Evangelical 
Churches,  and  how  many  of  theip  became  such  during 
their  residence  in  the  institution  ? 

'<  8.  The  amount  and  character  of  the  property  and 
funds  of  the  institution  ? 

^'  9*  The  annual  income  and  expenditure  ? 


.  70  Jimmal  of  General  Carferwue,  1849* 

May  ».  ^  10.  The  fiaancial  jAnn  for  penavMotly  endowiog  the 

^on^ucattoiT'  ^i^B^^ution,  OT  for  meeting  its  current  expenses  ? 

"11.  Its  relation  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Ghurcli  1" 
The  resolution  was  adopted. 

*<  2d.  Resolved,  That  we  respectfully  but  earnestly  ask 
the  attention  of  each  Annual  Conference  to  the  prc^riety 
and  necessity  of  presenting  the  claims  of  the  literary  in- 
stitutions under  its  care,  at  least  once  a  year,  at  a  stated 
time  fixed  by  the  Conference,  to  each  congregation,  and  of 
taking  a  public  collection  in  each  congregation  for  the  cur- 
rent support  of  said  institutions."    Adopted. 

On  motion,  voted  to  adopt  the  whole  report.    (See  Ap- 
pendix A.) 
^toiSi  ^^^     ^'  ^'  Collins  moved  to  suspend-  the  rules  to  refer  the  edi- 
Zion'8  HeraM  torial  in  Zion's  Herald  to  a  committee.   Laid  on  the  table. 
comTon  Re-      '^^^  committee  to  nominate  a  committee  to  revise  the 
viauoi  of  tbe  Hymn-Book  reported  as  follows*: — David  Dailey,  Phila- 
HynuipBook.     ^^Iphia  Conference ;  J.  B.  Alverson,  Genesee   Confer- 
ence ;  James  Floy,  New- York  Conference ;  David  Pat- 
ten, jr..  Providence  Conference ;  F.  Merrick,  Ohio  Con- 
ference ;  Robert  A.  West,  of  Brooklyn,  and  David  Crea* 
mer,  of  Baltimore. 

Moved  to  add  the  name  of  Wm.  Hunter  to  this  com- 
mittee.     Lost.    The  report  was  adopted. 
Report  of  Com.     A.  Poe  reported  in  part  from  the  Committee  on  Boun- 

oiiBowidariea.jj^^g  *^ 

Brother  Filmore  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  take  up 
the  report.     Carried. 
N.  Y.  conf.         New- York  boundary  taken  up.     P.  P.  Sandford  moved 
^pl^imibrt  to  amend  the  report  by  adding  all  of  the  New- York  dis- 
laid  on  taUe.    trict  except  Stamford,  Norwalk,  New-Canaan,  and  Pound- 
ridge.    A  motion  to  extend  the  time  to  permit  Bro.  Sand- 
ford  to  finish  his  speech  failed. 

Voted  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table. 
D.  Curry  offered  the  following  substitute : — ' 
D.  durry'a  aub-      "  The  New- York  Conference  shall  include  all  that  por- 
********  tion  of  the  state  of  New- York  now  embraced  in  New- 

York,  Newburgh,  Delaware,  PougllLeepsie,  and  Rhinebec|( 
districts,  and  so  much  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut 
as  is  now  embraced  in  Rhinebeck  district." 
Laid  (m  tebie.       Brother  Parks  moved  to  lay  the  substitute  on  the  table. 

Carried. 
Preriooa  ;qiiea-      Brother  Finley  moved  the  previous  question.     Carried, 
i^rtof  N.' Y.      Itoni  of  the  report  relating  to  the  New- York  Conference 

Conf.  adopted,   ^opted. 

New-York  Bwt     The  report  bounding  the  New- York  East  Conference 

Conf.adopted.   ^^^  ^^^^^^ 

^wnce  to  J*!*      Brother  Holdich  asked  leave  of  absence  for  brother  J. 
scatthiaa.  '   'J.  Matthias  for  the  rest  of  the  session,  in  consequence  of 
the  illness  of  his  father.    Granted. 
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Leare  tras  graiited  to  brother  Botxnef  to  be  absent       Mays. 
during  the  remainder  of  the  senion,  on  account  of  ill  ^^S!l  ?1  iH^ 

-       -  P  '  I  aence  to  oro. 

aeaitb.  Bonney. 

The  item  of  the  report  bounding  the  Providence  Con-     ptot.  conf.^ 
ference  was  adopted. 

Also  that  bounding  the  New-England  Conference.  coBf^"**^* 

Also  that  bounding  the  Maine  Conference.  ibine  conf. 

The  question  of  the  boundary  of  East  Maine  was  taken  Sast  Mains  coof. 
up.     Brother  Marsh  mored  to  amend  the  report  by  striking 
out  **  East  Maine,"  and  inserting  **  Bangor."    Lost. 

The  boundanr  reported  for  East  Maine  was  adopted. 

The  report  boun^ng  New-Hampshire  and  Vermont  ig^Hampahire 
Conferences  respectively  was  adopted. 

The  report  bounding  the  Troy  Conference  was  taken  up.     Txoy  conf. 
Brother  Jewett  moved  to  strike    out  Kinderhook  and 
Stuyvesant  Landing.     Lost. 

Brother  Jewett  moved  to  add  the  remaining  part  of 
Kinderhook  circuit    Carried. 

The  boundary  as^  amended  was  adopted. 

The  boundaries  of  Black  River  Conference  were  taken  Black  tum 
up  and  adopted.  '  ^^^'^ 

The  boundary  of  Oneida  Conference  was  taken  up  and    oneidaconf. 
adopted. 

East  Genesee  Conference  boundary  taken  up.     Bro-  East  GeneMe 
ther  Finley  moved  to  postpone  this  topic  until  to-mor-  JSS?^'^***' 
row  to  accommodate  brother  Alverson,  who  is  unwell  and 
wishes  to  speakjpn  this  point.    Carried. 

Voted  that  the  Committee  on  the  Expenses  of.  Delegates  order  to  pay  ei- 
be  instructed  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  brethren  who  have  ptoi^eta^^ 
to  return  home.  "°^- 

Boundary  of  Erie  Conference  taken  up.  Voted  to  re-  Erie  conf.  boon- 
commit  said  item.  daxyiecommit- 

North  Ohio  boundary  taken  up  and  passed.  NOTthOhiopass- 

Brother  Finley  presented  a  memorial  from  Cleveland,  sL^riai  from 
Ohio.  '  Voted  to  refer  so  much  of  said  paper  as  relates  to  c>»^»J«»d»  o. 
the  Bock  Concern  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern, 
and  so  mush  of  the  paper  as  relates  to  the  state  of  the 
Church  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

Brother  Herr  presented  a  paper  relating  to  a  revision  of  Bro.Hen'sp 
Discipline,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Re-  on^^gi^^^ 
visa!. 

Brother  Talbott  presented  a  paper  which  wasr  referred  bio.  Taibott*! 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern.  Time  having  ar-  Jo^coS?^ 
nved,  Conference  adjonmed  with  prayer  by  bro.  Berry.     Book  concent. 

WEDNESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  24.  uaysi.' 

The  Conference  met  at  8  o'clock,  and  was  opened  With 
the  customary  religious  exercises  by  brother  Bain. 
Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair.    The  jouraate  were  read, 
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MayS4.       and  the  Conference  took  up  the  report  of  the  Committee 

Erie  Conf.     ^^  Boundaries  in  relation  to  Erie  Conference. 

On  motion,  brother  Kent  was  permitted  to  speak  to  the 
resolution.    Erie  Conference  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  relating  to 
Pittsburgh  Conference  taken  up.    R.  Hopkins  moved  to 
amend  by  adding  Roscoe  to  Pittsburgh  Conference. 
Brother  Kenney  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
Pittsburghconf.  ^^^^^  ^^^  Marietta  and  Zanesville. 

Brother  Kenney's  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table, 
when  the  previous  question  was  ordered. 

The    amendment   failed,    and    then  the    report   was 
adopted. 

Ohio  Conf.  The  report  relating  to  the  boundary  of  Ohio  Conference 
was  taken  up,  and  by  vote  was  laid  on  the  table  for  the 
present. 

Midi.  Conf.  The  report  of  the  committee  in  the  case  of  the  Michi- 
gan Conference  boundary  was  adopted. 

Indiana  Conf.        The  report  of  the  same  committee  in  the  case  of  Indiana 

Conference  was  adopted. 
Nortix  Indiana       Also  in  the  case  of  North  Indiana^  Conference  was 

^"^-  adopted. 

RockRirerConf.  Also  in  regard  to  the  boundary  of  the  Rock  Rivn  Con- 
ference, adopted. 
wiKonain  Conf.  The  boundary  reported  in  the  case  of  Wisconsin  was 
taken  up.  Brother  Hooper  Crews  moved  so  to  amend  as  to 
make  the  state  line  the  boundary  bet^en  Rock  River 
and  the  Wisconsin  Conference.  The  amendment  was 
laid  on  the  table.     The  report  was  adopted. 

Iowa  Conf.         Iowa  Conference  boundary  taken  up.     Brother  Reed 
moved  to  strike  out  Nebraska,  and  insert  in  the  stead 
thereof, ''  all  the  territory  north  of  the  state  of  Iowa  and 
west  of  the  Mississippi  River."     Adopted. 
And  the  report,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

lUinoiflConf.  Illinois  Conference.  Brother  Phelps  moved  to  amend 
by  striking  out,  "beginning  at  Warsaw,  thence  (o  Au- 
gusta, thence  to  Doddsville,  thence  to  the  mouth  of  Spoon 
River ;"  and  insert,  "  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  the  Illi- 
nois River,  thence  to  the  mouth  of <  Spoon  River."  Laid 
on  the  table. 

Brother  Haney  moved  to  amend  by  including  Bloom- 
ington  in  the  Rock  River  Conference.  Lost. .  The  report 
relating  to  Illinois  ConferenceTadopted. 
Baltimore  Conf.  Boundary  of  Baltimore  Conference  taken  up.  Moved 
to  lay  this  part  of  the  report  on  the  table.  Lost.  Moved 
to  recommit,  with  instruction  to  give  a  more  definite  boun- 
dary to  the  Baltimore  Conference.     Carried. 

Figa^iphia        Philadelphia  Conference  adopted  as  reported. 

New-Jeney  The  New-Jersey  Conference  boundary,  as  reported  by 
the  Committee  on  Boundaries,  was  adopted 
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Voted  to  lay  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Boiiiida-       MsyM. 
ries  on  the  tftUe,  to  take  up  the  special  order  of  the  day. 

By  motion,  voted  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  Report  of  com. 
on  the  Sute  of  the   Church.    Mored  to  consider  the  chureh!'*'*^** 
second  report  first.    A  call  for  the  previous  question  was 
sustained,  and  the  motion  failed. 

Tookup  the  first  report.  Moved  to  read  ity^and  act  upon 
the  question  section  by  section.  Teas  and  nays  ordered. 
The  first  declaration  was  taken  up. 

^'  1.  There  exists  no  power  In  the  General  Conference  » 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  to  pass  any  act  which, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  effectuates,  authorizes,  or 
sanctions,  a  division  of  said  Church.** 

The  first  declaration  was  adopted  by  the  following 
vote: 

Ybas — Bowen,  Wilson,  Brison,  Morgan,  Miller,  Cd-  Tau. 
lins,  Griffith,  Roszel,  Dailey;  Hazzard,  Kennaday,  Scott, 
Durbin,  Gerry,  Stevens,  Patten,  Allen,  Emerson,  Pitman, 
Brown,  J.  K,  Shaw,  Force,  Felch,  Bartine,  Winner,  Ray- 
mond, Trafton,  Sargent,  Crandall,  Porter,  Sandford, 
Creagh,  George  Peck,  Curry,  D.  Smith,  F.  Reed,  Floy, 
Griswold,#Holdich,  Richardson,  Griffen,  Jewett,  Baker, 
Barrows,  Adams,  £.  Smith,  Spicer,  John  Clark,  Benedict, 
Hall,  J.  T.  Peck,  Frazer,  Witherspoon,  Wever,  Currier, 
Harding,  Williams,  Gary,  Mattison,  Leet,  Dempster, 
Hopkins,  S.  Elliott,  Kenney,  Swayze,  Cook,  Drummond, 
Spencer,  Monroe,  Comfort,  Redding,  Parks,  Colbom, 
Eddy,  Rounds,  Holmes,  Snyder,  Jenne,  Hill,  Webber, 
Fletcher,  Farrington,  Nickerson,  Marsh,  £.  Shaw,  Kins- 
ley, Bain,  G.  W.  Clarke,  Ayres,  Stedman,  Plympton,  Sum- 
mers, Haney,  Phelps,  Judson,  Chandler,  Crews,  Power, 
Gurley,  Poe,  Thomson,  Quigley,  M'Mahan,  Filmore, 
Alverson,  Hosmer,  Carlton,  Dennis  Seager,  Nevins, 
Woodworth,  Dodge,  Finley,  Young,  Walker,  C.  Elliott, 
Tomlinson,  Nast,  Herr,  Trimble,  Wright,  Stewart,  H.  W. 
Reed,  Bowman,  J.  C.  Smith,  Brenton,  Goode,  Cooper, 
Hargrave,  Pilcher,  James  Shaw,  Brakeman,  Sprague, 
Chatfield,  Akers,  Cartwright,  Bobbins,  Barger,  Jacoby, 
Wood,  Simpson,  Kerns,  Berry,  Talbott. 

Nats — ^J.  Davis,  Massey,  Hamilton.  Nay«. 

Voted  that  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  to  meet  again 
at  half-past  two  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

'*  2d  declaration :  It  is  the  right  of  every  member  of  second  decian- 
the  Methodist  E.  Church  to  remain  in  said  Church  unless  ^"' 
guilty  of  the  violation  of  its  rules,  and  there  exists  no 
power  in  the  ministry,  either  indiiddually  or  collectively, 
to  deprive  any  member  of  said  right."    Adopted. 

Yeas. — Davis,  Bowen,  Wilson,  Brison,  M9rgan,  MiDer,        y«tf. 
Bear,  Collins,  Griffith,  Roszel,  Dailey,  Hazzard,  Kenna- 
day, Massey,  Scott,  Durbin,  Genry,   Stevens,  Bonney, 
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BfityM  Patten,  Allen,  Emerson,  Pitman,  Brown,  J.  K.  Shaw, 
Yew.  Force,  Felch,  Bartine,  Winner,  Raymond,  Trafton,  Sar- 
gent, Crandall,  Sandford,  Creagh,  G.  Peck,  Curry,  D. 
Smith,  F.  Reed,  Floy,  Griswold,  Porter,  Holdicb,  Rich- 
ardson, Griffen,  Jewett,  Baker,  Barrows,  Adams,  £.  Smith, 
Spicer,  J.  Clark,  Benedict,  Hall,  J.  T.  Peck,  Frazer, 
Witherspoon,  Wever,  Currier,  Harding,  Williams,  Gary, 
Mattison,  Leet,  Dempster,  Hopkins,  S.  Elliott,  Kenney, 
Swayze,  Cook,  Drummond,  Spencer,  Monroe,  Comfort, 
.  Reddy,  Parks,  Colburn,  Eddy,  Rounds,  Holmes,  Snyder, 
Jenne,  Hill,  Webber,  Fletcher,  Farrington,  Nickerson, 
Marsh,  E.  Shaw,  H.  Kinsley,  Bain,  G.  W.  Clarke,  Ayres, 
Steadman,  Summers,  Haney,  Phelps,  Judson,  Chandler, 
Crews,  Power,  Gurley,  Poe,  Thomson,  Quigley,  M'Mahan, 
Filmore,  Alverson,  Hosmer,  Carlton,  Dennis,  Seager, 
Nevins,  Woodworth,  Dodge,  Finley,  Young,  Walker,  C. 
Elliott,  Tomlinson,  Nast,  Herr,  Trimble,  Wright,  Stewart, 
H.  W.  Reed,  Bowman,  J.  C.  Smith,  Brenton,  Goode, 
Hargrave,  Cooper,  Pilcher,  James  Shaw,  Brakeman, 
Sprague,  Chatfield,  Akers,  Cartwright,  Robbins,  Barger, 
Jacoby,  Wood,  Simpson,  Kerns,  Berry,  Talbott. 
'  Nay.  Nats. — ^William  Hamilton.  ^ 

Thizd   dedara-      "  3d  declaration :  This  right  being  inviolably  secured  br 
tion.  ^^Q  £f^}^  restrictive  article  of  the  Discipline,  which  guaran- 

ties to  members,  ministers,  and  preachers,  the  right  of 
trial  and  appeal,  any  acts  of  the  Church  otherwise  sepa- 
rating them  from  said  Church,  contravene  the  constitu- 
tional rights  and  privileges  of  the  membership  and  ministry." 
The  Yeas  and  Nays  were  ordered.  The  session  was 
prolonged  to  finish  this  call. 

Before  voting,  a  motion  to  adjourn  prevailed.     Prayer 
by  brother  Hargrave. 

WEDNESDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  24. 

Conference  met  at  half-past  two  o'clock,  and  opened 

with  the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother  Snyder. 

Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair. 

Bro^  HMaUton      'f  he  joumals  were  read .   Brother  Hamilton  had  his  name 

record  ^8  vote  recorded  on  the  negative  side  of  the  question,  on  both  the 

In  the  negative,  declarations  heretofore  voted  on  by  the  Conference. 

The  rules  were  suspended  to  receive  a  communication 
from  R.  Hopkins,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Book  Concern, 
teave  of  ab-  Leave  of  absence  to  brother  J.  D.  Bridge  was  granted, 
gnce^  to  bro.  Qrders  further  suspended  t6  take  up  the  business  before 
the  Conference  at  the  time  of  its  adjournment.  By  vote, 
took  up  the  report  of  the  CoQimittee  on  the  State  of  the 
Charch.  Tlie  third  declaration  was  read,  and  adopted, 
and  the  vote  was  as  follows : — 
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YsAs. — ^Wilson,  Brieon,  Morgan,  Miller,  Bear,  Collins,  BiayM. 
Griffith,  Roszel,  Hazzard,  Kennaday,  Massey,  Scott,  ^®"- 
Gerry,  Stevens,  Patten,  Allen,  Emerson,  Pitman,  Brown, 
J.  K.  Shaw,  Force,  Felch,  Bartine,  Winner,  Raymond, 
Trafton,  Sargent,  Crandall,  Porter,  Sandford,  Creagh, 
G.  Peck,  Curry,  D.  Smith,  F.  Reed,  Floy,  Griswold, 
Holdich,  Richardson,  Grifien,  Jewett,  Baker,  Barrows, 
Adams,  E.  Smith,  Spicer,  J.  Clark,  Benedict,  Hall,  J.  T. 
Peck,  Frazer,  Witherspoon,  Wever,  Currier,  Harding, 
Williams,  Gary,  Mattison,  Leet,  Dempster,  Hopkins,  S. 
Elliott,  Savage,  Cook,  Drummond,  Spencer,  Monroe,  Com- 
fort, Reddy,  Parks,  Colborn,  Eddy,  Rounds,  Holmes, 
Snyder,  Jenne,  Hill,  Webber,  Fletcher,  Farrington, 
Nickerson,  Marsh,  E.  Shaw,  Kinsley,  Bain,  G.  W.  Clarke, 
Ayres,  Steadman,  Plympton,  Summers,  Haney,  Phelps, 
Judson,  Chandler,  Crews,  Power,  Gurley,  Poe,  Thomson, 
Quigley,  M'Mahan,  Filmore,  Alverson,  Hosmer,  Carlton, 
Dennis,  Seager,  Nevins,  Woodworth,  Dodge,  Finley, 
Young,  C.  Elliott,  Walker,  Tomlinson,  Nast,  Herr, 
Trimble,  Wright,  Stewart,  H.  W.  Reed,  Bowman,  J.  C. 
Smith,  Brenton,  Goode,  Cooper,  Hargrare,  Pilcher,  Jas. 
Shaw,  Brakemaii,  Sprague,  Chatfield,  Akers,  Cartwright, 
Robbins,  Barger,  Jacoby,  Wood,  Simpson,  Kerns,  Berry, 
Talbott. 

Nays. — Davis,    Bowen,    Hamilton,    Dailey,   Durbin,        Nayi. 
Kenney. 

The  fourth  declaration  was  read,  as  follows  : — 

"  The  report  of  the  select  committee  of  nine  upon  the  Fourth  deciara« 
declaration  of  the  delegates  in  the  slaveholding  states,  ^^^' 
commonly  called  the  Plan  of  Separation,  adopted  by  the  ^ 
last  General  Conference,  of  which  the  memorialists  com- 
plain, and  the  operation  of  which  separated  them  from 
connection  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  having 
been  intended  to  secure  peace  and  harmony  in  our  south- 
ern boundary,  and  having  been  designed  to  be  dependent 
upon  the  occurrence  of  a  specified  necessity,  upon  the 
concurrence  of  three-fourths  of  the  members  of  the  Annual 
Conferences,  and  upon  the  observance  of  a  specified 
boundary  by  the  distinct  ecclesiastical  connection  separat- 
ing from  us,  should  such  connection  be  formed,  and  the 
said  necessity,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Conference,  not 
having  arisen,  the  Annual  Conferences  having  refused  the 
necessary  concurrence,  and  said  provisions  respecting  a 
boundary  having  been  infracted  by  the  highest  authorities 
of  said  connection,  therefore,  in  view  of  these  facts,  as 
well  as  for  the  reasons  before  specified,  there  exists  no 
obligation  on  the  part  of  this  Conference  to  observe  tlje 
provisions  of  said  Plan  respecting  a  boundary,  and  said 
Plan  is  hereby  declared  null  and  void." 

J.  Davis  addressed  the  Conference.  His  time  having  ex- 
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May  M.      ptred,  Conference  TO|ed  that  he  be  allowed  to  go  on  and 
finish  hit  address. 

N.  Wilson  also  havbg  exhausted  his  time,  it  was  voted 
that  be  be  permitted  to  proceed. 
^^4^nd^      Brother  Drummond  moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out 
,  meat  the  phrase, ''  upon  the  concurrence  of  three-fourths  of  the 

members  of  the  Annual  Conferences." 

Mored  and  carried  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table. 
^SiwwS"'  Brother  Collins  moved  to  amend  the  fourth  declaration, 
by  striking  out  all  after  the  words  "  reasons  before  speci- 
fied," and  add,  '^  That  a  Board  of  Commissioners,  consist- 
ing of  three,  be  appointed  by  the  General  Conference  of 
the  M.  E.  Church,  to  confer  with  a  like  Board  of  Coounis- 
sioners  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South.  Said  Board  of  Com- 
missioners shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  negotiate 
and  settle  all  matters  of  alledged  violations  of  the  Une  of 
division  between  the  two  Churches ;  and  also  in  connec- 
tion with  the  episcopacy  of  the  M.  E.  Church  and  tHe 
M.  E.  Church,  Souths  make  provisions  for  the  extension 
of  the  jurisdiction  of  either  Church  over  all  such  societies 
as  may  wish  to  adhere  to  them  respectively."  Confer- 
ence granted  leave  to  brother  Collins  to  finish  his  re- 
marks. 

On  motion  Conference  adjourned.  Prayer  by  brother 
Hamilton. 

May  25.  '  THURSDAY  MORNING,  MAY  25. 

The  Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened 
with  the  usual  religions  exercises  by  brother  John 
Stewart.     Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read. 

Brother  Sandford  moved  to  suspend  the  orders  of  the 
day  to  take  up  the  report  on  episcopacy.     The  motion 

Voted  to  suspend  the  rules  to  take  up  the  business 

on  which  Conference  was  occupied  when  we  adjourned. 

Voted  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 

State  of  the  Church. 

:  Motion  to  limit     S.  Comfort  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  during  this  dis- 

speaken.        cussion  limiting  speakers  to  fifteen  minutes.     Laid  on  the 

table. 
Bro.  Kennaday      Brother  Konuaday  having  exhausted  his  time  in  ad- 
^nutte      to  ^f^gg^Qg  ^iQ  Conference,  on  motion,  voted  that  he  have 

leave  to  finish  his  speech, 
^edtotoilh      Brother  Porter's  time  having  expired,  moved  to  extend 
'  the  time  to  allow  him  to  finish  his  speech.      Brother 
Porter  declined  the  privilege. 
^0  to^  toliih      Brother  Curry's  time  having  expired,  voted  that  he  be 
lengthened,     permitted  to  proceed. 
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Biotlier  Tondinson  moved  to  recommit  the  fouzdi  deda-       May  ». 
ration  to  the  committee  which  reported  it. 

Voted,  that  when  we  adjourn  we  adjourn  to  meet  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

J.  A.  Collins  presented  the  following  addition  to  his JvACoiUfM>a^ 
amendment,  viz. :  "  It  being  understood,  that  should  the  u^endi^nt. 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  decline  acceding  to 
the  above  proposition,  or  not  comply  therewith,  or  should 
the  negotiation  be  unsuccessful ;  then,  and  in  that  event, 
the  authorities  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  are  at 
liberty  to  extend  her  jurisdiction  over  all  societies  that 
may  desire  it." 

Brother  Cooper  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  recommit  on 
the  table.     Carried. 

On  motion  the  Conference  adjourned.  Prayer  by  bro- 
ther Brenton. 

THURSDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  25. 

'  Conference  met  at  half-past  two  o'clock,  and  was 
opened  with  the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother 
Trimble.     Bishop  Hamline  in  the  chair. 

The  minutes  were  read,  and,  on  motion,  the  rules  were 
suspended.  Voted  to  take  up  the  business  pending  at  the 
close  of  the  morning  session. 

On  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  upon  brother 
Collins'  amendment,  when  the  following  members  voted 
in  the  affirmative  : — 

Yeas — Davis,  Bowen,  Wilson,  Brison,  Morgan,  Miller,  Yg"  og  ^ck 
Hamilton,  Bear,  Collins,  Roszel,  Dailey,  Hazzard,  Kenna-  amendment.  ^* 
day,  Massey,  Scott,  Durbin,  Griffen,  S.  Elliott,  W.  Ken* 
ney.  Cook,  Monroe,  Bowman. 

Nays — Griffith,  Gerry,  Stevens^  Patten,  Allen,  Emer-  Nayi, 
son.  Pitman,  Brown,  Shaw,  Force,  Felch,  Bartine,  Winner, 
Ra3rmond,  Trafton,  Sargent,  Crandall,  Porter,  Creagh, 
G.  Peck,  Curry,  D.  Smith,  F.  Reed,  Griswold,  Holdich, 
Richardson,  Jewett,  Baker,  Barrow,  Adams,  E.  Smith, 
Spicer,  J.  Clark,  Benedict,  Hall,  J.  T.  Peck,  Fraser, 
Witherspoon,  Wever,  Currier,  Harding,  Williams,  Gary, 
Mattison,  Leet,  Dempster,  Hopkins,  Swayze,  Drummond, 
Spencer,  Comfort,  Reddy,  Parks,  Eddy,  Hounds,  Snyder, 
Jenne,  Webber,  Fletcher,  FarringtoA,  Nickerson,  Marsh, 
£.  Shaw,  Kinsley,  Bain,  G.  W.  Clarke,  Ayres,  Steadman, 
Plympton,  Summers,  Haney,  Phelps,  Judson,  Chandler, 
Power,  Gurley,  Poe,  Thomson,  Quigley,  M'Mahan,  Fil- 
more,  Alverson,  Hosmer,  Carlton,  Dennis,  Seager,  Nevins, 
Woodworth,  Dodge,  Finley,  Young,  C.  Elliott,  Walker, 
Tomlinson,  Herr,  Trimble,  Wright,  Stewart,  H.  W.  Reed, 
Brenton,  Goode,  Cooper,  Hargrave,  Pilcher,  J.  Shaw, 
Brakeman,  Sprague,  Chatfield,  Akers,  Cartwright,  Rob- 
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May  ».       bins,  Barger,  Wood,  Simpson,  Kerns,  Berry,  Talbott,  Cd- 
bum,  Floy. 

Whereupon  the  chair  pronounced  the  amendment  lost. 
6.  Peck  ofTered  the  following  substitute  to  the  original 
fourth  declaration  :— 
G.  Peck's  sab-      *<  The  report  of  the  committee  of  nine,  commonly  called 
stitute.  t  ^jj^  pYs,n  of  Separation,'  adopted  by  the  General  Confer- 

ence at  its  session'  in  1844,  having  in  its  results  practi- 
cally contravened  the  above-named  principles,  and  having 
been  dependent  upon  conditions  which  have  not  been 
fulfilled,  it  is  hereby  declared  that  said  Plan  is  and  has 
been  null  and  void." 
Bro-^^mbber's  Brother  Webber  moved  to  amend,  by  inserting  "  always  " 
before  "  has  been  null  and  void." 

The  previous  question  was  moved.     Lost. 
H  It  was  moved  to  adjourn.    Not  carried. 

The  amendment  of  brother  Webber  to  insert  the  word 
"  always,"  lost, 
sui^ect  laid  on      Moved  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table.     Carried. 
E.  shaw»8  ex-      Voted  that  the  expenses  of  brother  £.  Shaw,  delegate 
Miwes  ordered  fifom   Maine,  in   consequence  of  sickness  on    his  way 
to  this  Conference,  be  paid  by  the  Committee  on  the  Ex- 
penses of  the  Delegates. 

On  motion  the  Conference  adjourned.  Prayer  by 
brother  B.  Creagh.' 

MayM.  FRIDAY  MORNING,  MAY  2(5. 

The  Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened 
with  the  customary  religious  services  by  brother  Raymond. 
Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read. 

Brothers  Colburn  and  Floy  obtained  leave  to  record 
their  votes  on  brother  Collins'  amendment. 

Voted  to  suspend  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Took  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy. 

1st  resolution  adopted,  namely : — 
Eeport  of  Com.  *»  That  in  the  judgment  of  the  Committee,  in  the  decision 
on  Episcopacy,  ^f  Bishops  Redding  and  Janes,  in  the  case  of  J.  N. 
Maffit,  in  determining  the  place  of  his  membership,  they 
acted  entirely  within  the  limits  of  their  Episcopal  juris-  ' 
diction,  and  in  perfect  accordance  with  the  discipline  and 
usages  of  the  M.  E.  Church." 

2d  resolution,  '*  That  the  circumstances  in  that  case 
were  such  as  fully  to  justify,  and  require  their  authoritative 
interference." 

3d  resolution,  "  That  the  administration  of  the  Bishops 
is  hereby  approved,  and  that  their  characters  pass." 

The  report  was  adopted. 

After  remarks  from  Bishop  Hedding  relative  to  his 
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health,    Jesse  T.   Peck   offered   the  following  resolu-       Mayis. 
lions : — 

''  Whereas,  Bishop.  Hedding  has  signified  to  this  Gen-  RetoiotioiiB  in 
eral  Conference  his  doubts  whether  he  will  be  able  to  Heddtag.^^^' 
do  all  the  work  of  an  effective  superintendent  daring  the 
four  years  to  come. 

'*  Therefore,  Resolved,  That  he  consider  himself  at 
liberty  to  use  his  own  discretion  as  to  the  amount  of  the 
Episcopal  or  other  pastoral  labor  which  he  shall  prefer 
during^said  term."     Adopted. 

"  Resolved,  That  this  General,  Conference  do  most  ear- 
nestly and  affectionately  request  our  respected  and  vener- 
ated Bishop  Hedding  to  prepare  his  biography  for  publi- 
cation, including  especially  his  observations  and  opinions 
in  relation  to  Methodism."    Adopted.  ^ 

'*  Resolved,  That  Bishop  Hedding  be  requested  to  pre- 
pare and  publish,  or  cause  to  be  published  at  our  Book 
Concern,  his  views  on  the  pastorship  of  the  M.  £.  Church 
in  its  various  grades  of  Class  leaders.  Preachers  in  charge. 
Presiding  Elders,  and  Bishops,  with  the  concurrence  fk 
his  colleagues."    Adopted. 

The  Secretary  was  ordered  to  furnish  Bishops  Hedding 
and  Janes  copies  of  that  part  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Episcopacy  which  relates  to*  their  action  in  the 
case  of  J.  N.  Maffit. 

The  Secretaryr  was  ordered  to  furnish  Bishop  Hedding  a 
copy  of  resolutions  relative  to  certain  requests  the  Con- 
ference made  of  him. 

Took  up  the  report  of  the. Committee  on  Temperance. 

"  1 .  Resolved  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Report  ot  Com. 
Conferences  in  General  Conference  assembled,  That  the  ^       ^""^ 
present  rule  on  spirituous  liquors  be  stricken  from  the 
General  Rules,  and  that  Mr.  Wesley's  original  rule  be  in- 
serted in  its  place."    Adopted. 

.  Voted  to  hear  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Corres- 
pondence.   The  address  to  the  British  Wesleyan  Metho- 
dist Church  was  recommitted.     Also  the  address  to  the 
Canada  Wesleyan   Methodist  Church  was  recommitted, . 
to  make  corrections. 

A  report  from  the  Committee  on  Temperance,  No.  2, 
was  taken  up. 

*' Resolved,  That  the  following  addition  be  made  to 
chap.  2,  sec.  7,  second  answer  to  the  question, '  How  shall 
an  accused  member  be  brought  to  trial  V  page  95, — *  the 
buying,  sellingorusing  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beverage.'" 

Moved  to  amend  the  second  paragraph  by  inserting 
"  manufacture."    Laid  on  the  table. 

'' Resolved,  to  strike  out  chap.  1,  sec.  21,  page  75: 
*  No  elder,  deacon,  or  preacher,  among  us  shall  distill,'dEC." 

The  report  was  adopted. 
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m$jm,  Tke  Committee  on  the  Bible  Society  reported*    BnitlM 

fJUJaiSe iS;  I^^ngs  addressed  the  Conference.     He  was  by  TOte 

•ddMHM  tte  requested  to  furnish  a  copy  of  his  address  on  the  BiUe 

ooitewce.     Q2Qg0^  made  before  the  Conference,  especially  the  statistics. 

Voted  to  take  np  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Boon- 

daries.    The   report  as  far  as  it  relates  to.  Baltimore 

Conference  recommitted  to  pe|fect. 

Voted  that  when  we  adjourn  we  adjourn  to  meet  again 
at  half-past  two  o'clock. 
EMt   oenewM     The  report  of  Boundary  Committee  in  relation  to  East 
ry!  '     ^     Gehesee,  adopted. 

^SSLr?^'     ^^  ^  ^^^  ^"®  ®^  Genesee  Conference*  adopted. 
Baltimore  bonf.     The  report  of  the  Committee  in  relation  to  the  Balti* 
*'*"*'****^'       more  Conference,  adopted. 

Voted  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Chartered  Fund.    Said  report  was  again  laid  on  the  ti^le 
Beports  from  s.  to  receive  reports  from  the  Committees  on  S.  Schoob 
SS^'cSi.^"  and  Finance. 

Reports  Nos.  1      C.  Cook  presented  reports  from  the  Committee  on  S. 
^om^"^  ^*  Schools,  Nos.  Land  2,  which  were  read  and  laid  on  the 

table,  under  the  rule. 
^Fiuunce'°^     And  also  from  the  Conunittee on  Finance  reports  Nos.  1 
and  2,  which  were  read  and  laid  on  the  taUe,  under  the  rule. 
Conference  adjourned.    Prayer  by  brother  Youngs. 

FRIDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  26. 

Conference  met  at  half-past  two  o'clock,  and  was 
opened  with  appropriate  religious  exercises  by  brother  J. 
T.  Peck.    Bishop  Wangh  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read.    The  rules  were  suspended. 
The  ConferoMe  took  up  the  report  on  the  State  of  the 
Dr.  Peek^i  rob-  ChuTch.  A  motion  to  lay  Dr.  Peck's  sid»titute  on  the  table 
SSf  ^^^prevaOed. 

Brother  Simpson  offered  the  following  substitute,  which 
aeted  upon  section  by  section.  The  prerions  questicm 
was  ordered. 

Brothers  Roszel,  Duxbin,  and  Kennaday,  asked  to  be 
excused  horn  voting,  but  were  not  excused. 
i^^on^rtiie     An  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  chair,  that  a  motion 
ed.  '  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the  previous  question  is  out  of 

order  was  taken.    The  decision  of  the  chair  was  sus- 
tained. 
^l^tiMtotiSoQ     Moved  to  take  the  substitute  section  by  section. 
upi^  sections.       Ist  soctiou.    ^* The  report  of  the  Select  Committee  of 
First  sMtion.    jjjjj^  ^^^  ^^  declaration  of  the  delegates  in  the  slave- 
holding  states,  adopted  by  the  Greneral  Conference  d 
1844,  of  which  the  memorialists  complain,  and  the  opera- 
tion of  which  deprived  them  of  their  privileges,  as  mem- 
bers of  the  M.  E.  Church,  was  intended  to  meet  a  neces- 
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sily  which  it  was  alledged  might  arise,  and  was  giren       May ». 
as  a  peace  offering  to  secure  harmony  on  our  southern 
border." 

This  section  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote  : — 
Yeas — Bowen,  Brison,  Miller,  Bear,  Collins,  Griffith,  Yew  on  first 
Hazzard,  Kennaday,  Massey,  Stott,  Durbin,  Gerry,  Ste-  '*^****"' 
vens,  Patten,  Allen,  Emerson,  Pitman,  Brown,  J.  K. 
Shaw,  Force,  Felch,  Bartine,  Winner,  Raymond,  Trafton, 
Sargent,  Crandall,  Porter,  Creagh,  G.  Peck,  Curry,  Smith, 
F.  Reed,  Floy,  Griswold,  Holdich,  Richardson,  Jewett, 
Barrows,  Adams,  E.  Smith,  E.  Spicer,  J.  Clarke,  Bene- 
dict, Hall,  J.  T.  Peck,  Frazer,  Witherspoon,  Wever,  Cur- 
rier, Harding,  Williams,  Gary,  Mattison,  Leet,  Dempster, 
Hopkins,  S.  Elliott,  Swayze,  Drummond,  Spencer,  Mon- 
roe, Comfort,  Reddy,  Parks,  Colburn,  Eddy,  Rounds, 
Holmes,  Snyder,  Jenne,  Hill,  Webber,  Fletcher,  Farring- 
t6n,  Nickerson,  Marsh,  E.  Shaw,  G.  W.  Clark,  Ayres, 
Steadman,  Plympton,  Summers,  Haney,  Phelps,  Judson, 
Chandler,  Crews,  Power,  Gurley,  Poe,  Thomson,  Quigley, 
M'Mahan,  Filmore,  Alverson,  Hosmer,  Carlton,  Dennis, 
Nevins,  Woodworth,  Dodge,  Finley,  Young,  Elliott,  Wal- 
ker, Tomlinson,  Nast,  Herr,  Trimble,  Wright,  Stewart, 
H.  W.  Reed,  Bowman,  Brenton,  Goode,  Cooper,  Har- 
grave,  Pilcher,  Shaw,  Brakeman,  Sprague,  Chatfield, 
Akers,  Cartwright,  Bobbins,  Jacoby,  Wood,  Simpson, 
Kerns,  Berry,  Talbott,  Cook. 

Nays — Davis,  Wilson,  Morgan,  Hamilton,  Bain.  Nays. 

Sec.  2.  "  It  was  further  made  dependent,  first  upon  the   Second  section. 
consequence  of  three-fourths  of  the  members  of  the  se- 
veral Annual  Conferences,  in  reference  to  a  part  of  its 
regulations." 

This  section  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote  : — 
Yeas — Miller,  Massey,  Scott,  Durbin,  Gerry,  Stevens,  Yeas  on  second 
Patten,  Allen,  Emerson,  Pitman,  Brown,  E.  K.  Shaw,  «®c^<>n- 
Force,  Felch,  Bartine,  Winner,  Raymond,  Trafton,  Sar- 
gent, Crandall,  Porter,  Creagh,  G.  Peck,  Curry,  D.  Smith, 
P.  Reed,  Floy,  Griswold,  Holdich,  Richardson,  Griifen, 
Jewett,  Barrows,  Adams,  E.  Smith,  Spicer,  J.  Clarke, 
Benedict,  Hall,  J.  T.  Peck,  Frazer,  Witherspoon,  Wever, 
Currier,  Harding,  Williams,  Gary,  Mattison,  Leet,  Hop- 
kins, S.  Elliott,  Swayze,  Drummond,  Spencer,  Monroe, 
Comfort,  Reddy,  Parks,  Colburn,  Eddy,  Rounds,  Holmes, 
Snyder,  Jenne,  Hill,  Webber,  Farrington,  Nickerson, 
Marsh,  E.  Shaw,  G.  W.  Clarke,  Ayres,  Steadman,  Plymp- 
ton, Summers,  Haney,  Phelps,  Judson,  Chandler,  Crews, 
Power,  Gurley,  Poe,  Thomson,  Quigley,  M'Mahan,*  Fil- 
more, Alverson,  Hosmer,  Carlton,  Dennis,  Nevins,  Wood- 
worth,  Dodge,  Finley,  Young,  Walker,  Elliott,  Tomlinson, 
Nast,  Herr,  Trimble,  Wright,  Stewart,  H.  W.Reed,  Bow- 
man, Brenton,  Goode,  Cooper,  Hargrave,  Pilcher,  Akers, 

11  .^ 


» 
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May  so. 


Nays. 


Thini 


Yeas   on   third 
■ection. 


Nays. 


Fovrth 


Yeaa  en  fonith 
section. 


Robbins,  J.  Shaw,  Brakeman,  Sprague,  Cartwri^t,  la- 
coby,  Wood,  Simpaon,  Chatfield,  Kerns,  Berry,  Talbott. 

Nays — Davis,  Bowen,  Wilson,  Brisotf,  Morgan,  Bear, 
Collins,  Griffith^  Roszel,  Dailey,  Hazzard,  Kennaday, 
Dempster,  Cook,  Kinsley,  Bain. 

Sec.  3.  "  And,  secondly,  upon  the  observance  of  certain 
provisions  respecting  a  boundary  by  the  distinct  ecclesi- 
astioal  connection  separating  from  us,  should  such,  con- 
nection be  formed." 

This  section  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote :— * 

Yeas — Brison,  Miller,  Collins,  Griffith,  Hazzard,  Ken* 
naday,  Massey,  Scott,  Gerry,  Stephens,  Patten,  Allen, 
Emerson,  Pitman,  Brown,  J.  K.  Shaw,  Force,  Felch, 
Bartine,  Winner,  Raymond,  Trafton,  Sargent,  Crandall, 
Porter,  Creagh,  G.  Peck,  Curry,  D.  Smith,  Fitch  Reed, 
Floy,  Griswold,  Holdich,  Ricbordson,  Jewett,  Barrows, 
Adams,  £.  Smith,  Spicer,  J.  Clark,  Benedict,  Hall,  J.  T. 
Peck,  Frazer,  Witherspoon,  Wever,  Currier,  Harding, 
Williams,  Gary,  Mattison^  Leet,  Dempster,  Hopkins,  S. 
Elliott,  Swayze,  Drummond,  Spencer,  Monroe,  Comfort, 
Reddy,  Parks,  Colbom,  Eddy,  Kounds,  Holmes,  Snyder, 
Jenne,  Hill,  Webber,  Fletcher,  Farrington,  Nickerson, 
Marsh,  E.  Shaw,  Kinsley,  Bain,  G.  W.  Clarke,  Ayres, 
Steadman,  Plympton,  Summers,  Haney,  Phelps,  Judson, 
Chandler,  Crews,  Gurley,  Thomson,  Quigley,  M'Mahan, 
Filmore,  Alvers6n,  Hosmer,  Carlton,  Dennis,  Nevins, 
Woodworth,  Dodge,  Finley,  Young,  Walker,  C.  Elliott, 
Tomlinson,  Herr,  Trimble,  Wright,  Nast,  Stewart,  H.  W. 
Reed,  Bowman,  Brenton,  Goode,  Cooper,  Hargrave,  Pilch- 
er,  J.  Shaw,  Brackman,  Sprague,  Akers,  Cajtwright,  Rob- 
bins,  Jacoby,  Wood,  Simpson,  Kerns,  Berry,  Tsdbott. 

Nays — Davis,  Bowen,  Wilson,  Morgan,  Hamilton, 
Bear,  Dailey,  Durbin,  Cook,  Poe. 

Sqc.  4.  '"  Without  waiting,  as  this  Conference  believes, 
for  the  occurrence  of  the  anticipated  necessity,  for  which 
the  Plan  was  framed,^  action  was  taken  in  the  premises 
by  the  Southern  Delegates." 

This  section  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote  : — 

Yeas — ^Brison,  Morgan,  Miller,  Collins,  Griffith,  Dai- 
ley,  Hazzard,  Massey,  Scott,  Durbin,  Gerry,  Stevens, 
Patten,  Allen,  Emerson,  Pitman,  Brown,  J.  K.  Shaw, 
Force,  Felch,  Bartine,  Raymond,  Trafton,  Sargent,  Cran« 
dall.  Porter,  Creagh,  G.  Peck,  D.  Smith,  F.  Reed,  Flov, 
Griswold,  Holdich,  Grifien,  Barrows,  Adams,  E.  Smith, 
Spicer,  J.  Clarke,  Benedict,  Hall,  J.  T.  Peck,  Frazer, 
Witherspoon,  Wever,  Currier,  Harding,  Williams,  Gaiy, 
Mattison,  Leet,  Dempster,  Hopkins,  S.  Elliott,  Swayze, 
Drummond,  Spencer,  Monroe,  Comfort,  Reddy,  Parks, 
Colbom,  .Eddy,  Rounds,  Holmes,  Snyder,  Jenne,  Hill, 
Webber,  Fletcher^  Farrington,   Nickersgn,.  Mardi,  £. 
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Shaw,  Bain,  G.  W.  Clarke,  Ayres,  Steadmanj  Plympton,  M«yi». 
Surttmero,  Haaey,  Phelps,  Judson,  Chandler,  Crews,  ^^tio'S  ^^"*** 
Power,  Gurley,*  Poe,  Thomson,  Quigley,  M'Mahan, 
Filmore,  Alverson,  Hosmer,  Carlton,  Dennis,  Nevins, 
Woodworth,  Dodge,  Finley,  Young,  Walker,  C.  Elliott, 
Nasi,  Tomlinson,  Herr,  Trimble,  Wright,  Stewart,  H.  W. 
Reed,  Bowman,  Brenton,  Goode,  Cooper,  Hargrave, 
Pilcher,  James  Shaw,  Brakeman,  Sprague,  Chatfield, 
Akers,  Cartwright,  Bobbins,  Jacoby,  Wood,  Simpson, 
Kerns,  Berry,  Talbott,  Felch. 

Nays — Davis,  Bowen,   Wilson,   Kbnnaday,   Winner,        Nays. 
Cook. 

Sec.  5.  "  The  Annual  Conferences,  by  their  votes  offi-    FifUnection. 
cially  received,  have  refused  to  concur  with  that  part  of 
the  Plan  which  was  submitted  to  them." 

It  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote : — 

Yeas— Collins,  Daily,  Kennaday,  Massey,  Scott,  Ger-  Yeaa  on  fifth 
ry,  Stevens,  Trafton,  Patten,  Allen,  Emerson,  J.  K.  •®*''^°"- 
Shaw,  Bartine,  Winner,  Raymond,  Sargent,  Crandall, 
Porter,  Creagh,  G.  Peck,  Curry,  D.  Smith,  Fitch  Reed, 
Floy,  Griswold,  Holdich,  Griffen,  Barrows,  Adams,  E. 
Smith,  Spicer,  J.  Clark,  Benedict,  Hall,  J.  T.  Peck,  Fra- 
2er,  Wiiierspoon,  Wever,  Currier,  Harding,  Williams, 
Gary,  Mattison,  Leet,  Dempster,  Hopkins,  S.  Elliott, 
Swayze,  Drummond,  Spencer,  Monroe,  Comfort,  Reddy, 
Parks,  Colborn,  Eddy,  Rounds,  Holmes,  Snyder,  Jenne, 
Hill,  Webber,  Fletcher,  Farrington,  Nickerson,  Marsh,  E. 
Shaw,  Bain,  G.  W.  Clarke,  A)rre8,  Steadman,  Plympton, 
Sunmiers,  Haney,  Phelps,  Judson,  Chandler,  Crews, 
Power,  Gurley,  Poe,  Thomson,  Quigley,  M'Mahan,  Fil- 
more,  Alverson,  Hosmer,  Carlton,  Dennis,  Nevins,  Wood- 
worth,  Dodge,  Finley,  Young,  Walker,  C.  Elliott,  Tom- 
linson, Nast,  Herr,  Trimble,  Wright,  Stewart,  H.  W. 
Reed,  Bowman,  Brenton,  Goode,  Cooper,  Hargrave,  Pil- 
cher, James  Shaw,  Brakeman,  Sprague,  Chatfield,  Akers, 
Cartwright,  Bobbins,  Jacoby,  Wood,  Simpson,  Kerns, 
Berry,  Talbott. 

Nays — Davis,  Bowen,  Wilson,  Brison,  Miller,  Griffith,        Nay^. 
Hazzard,  Durbin,   Pitman,   Brown,  Felch,   Richardson, 
Jewett,  Cook,  Kinsley. 

Sec.  6.  "  And  the  provisions  respecting  a  boundary  have    sixth  section. 
been  violated  by  the  highest  authorities  of  said  connection, 
which  separated  from  us,  and  thereby  the  peace  and  har- 
mony of  many  of  the  societies  in  our  southern  border  have 
been  destroyed." 

This  section  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote : — 

Yeas — Davis,  Bowen,  Morgan,  Collins,  Griffith,  Roszel,  Yeas  on  sixth 
Dailey,    tiazzard,    Kennaday,    Massey,    Scott,    Durbin,    ^^°^- 
Stevens,  Patten,  Allen,  Emerson,  Pitman,  Brown,  J.  K. 
Shaw,  Force,  Felch,  Bartine,  Winner,  Raymond,  Trafton, 
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MayM.  Sargent,  Crandall,  Porter,  Creagb,  G.  Peck,  Curry,  D. 
^e'Sion^  '^^  Smith,  F.  Reed,  Floy,  Griswold,  Holdich,  Richardson, 
GrifTen,  Jewett,  Barrows,  Adams,  £.  Smith,  Spicer,  J. 
Clarke,  Benedict.  Hall,  J.  T.  Peck,  Frazer,  Wither- 
spoon,  Wever,  Currier,  Harding,  Williams,  Gary,  Mat- 
tison,  Leet,  Dempster,  Hopkins,  S.  Elliott,  Swayze, 
Drummond,  Spencer,  Monroe,  Comfort,  Reddy,  Parks, 
Colborn,  Eddy,  Rounds,  Holmes,  Snyder,  Jenne,  Hill, 
Webber,  Fletcher,  Farrington,  Nickerson,  Marsh,  E. 
Shaw,  Kinsley,  Bain,  G.  W.  Clarke,  Ayres,  Steadinan, 
Plympton,  Summers,  Haney,  Phelps,  Judson,  Chandler, 
Crews,  Power,  Gurley,  Poe,  Thomson,  Quigley,  M'Mahan, 
Filmore,  Alverson,  Hosmer,  Carlton,  Dennis,  Nevins, 
Woodworth,  Dodge,  Finley,  Young,  Walker,  C.  Elliott, 
Tomlinson,  Nast,  Herr,  Trimble,  Wright,  Stewart,  H. 
W.  Reed,  Bowman,  Brenton,  Goode,  Cooper,  Hargrave, 
Pilcher,  J.  Shaw,  Brakeman,  Sprague,  Chatfield,  Akers, 
Cartwright,  Bobbins,  Jacoby,  Wood,  Simpson,  Kerns, 
Berry,  Talbott. 

Nays.  Nats — Wilson,  Brison,  Miller,  Cook. 

Seventh  section.  Sec.  7.  "  Therefore,  in  view  of  these  facts,  as  well  as 
for  the  principles  contained  in  the  preceding  declarations, 
there  exists  no  obligation  on  the  part  of  this  Conference 
to  observe  the  provisions  of  said  Plan." 

This  section  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote  : — 
Yeas  on  seventh      Yeas — Miller,  Griffith,  Massey,  Scott,  Gerry,  Stevens,, 
section.  Patten,  Allen,  Emerson,  Pitman,  Brown,  J.  K.   Shaw, 

Force,  Felch,  Winner,  Raymond,  Trafton,  Sargent,  Cran- 
dall.  Porter,  Creagh,  G.  Peck,  Curry,  D.  Smith,  F.  Reed, 
Floy,  Griswold,  Holdich,  Richardson,  Griffen,  Jewett, 
Barrows,  Adams,  E.  Smith,  Spicer,  Clarke,  Benedict, 
Hall,  J.  T.  Peck,  Frazer,  Witherspoon,  Wever,  Currier, 
Harding,  Williams,  Gary,  Mattison,  Leet,  Dempster, 
Hopkins,  S.  Elliott,  Swayze,  Spencer,  Monroe,  Comfort, 
Reddy,  Parks,  Colborn,  Eddy,  Rounds,  Holmes,  Snyder, 
Jenne,  Hill,  Webber,  Fletcher,  Farrington,  Nickerson, 
Marsh,  E.  Shaw,  Kinsley,  Bain,  G.  W.  Clarke,  Ayres, 
Steadman,  Plympton,  Summers,  Haney,  Phelps,  Judson, 
Chandler,  Crews,  Power,  Gurley,  Poe,  Thomson,  Quig- 
ley, M'Mahan,  Filmore,  Alverson,  Hosmer,  Carlton,  Nev- 
ins,  Dennis,  Woodworth,  Dodge,  Finley,  Young,  Walker, 
C.  Elliott,  Tomlinson,  Nast,  Herr,  Trimble, .  Wright, 
Stewart,  H.  W.  Reed,  Bowman,  Brenton,  Goode,  Cooper, 
Hargrave,  Pilcher,  James  Shaw,  Brakeman,  Sprague, 
Chatfield,  Akers,  Cartwright,  Bobbins,  Jacoby,  Wood, 
Simpson,  Kerns,  Berry,  Talbott,  Thompson. 

Nays.  Nays — Davis,    Bowen,     Wilson,     Brison,     Morgan, 

Hamilton,  Collins,  Roszel,  Dailey,  Hazzard,  Bartine, 
Kenney,  Cook. 
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Sec.  8.  '<  And  it  is  hereby  declared  nutf  and  voidJ^  MayM. 

:     This  section  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote  :—         ^^^^  ■^*'" 

Yeas — Brison,  Miller,  Griffith,  Roszel,  Hazzard,  Ken-  Teas  <m  eighth 
naday,  Massey,  Scott,  Gerry,  Patten,  Allen,  £mer8on,  •®***°"* 
Pitman,  Brown,  J.  K.  Shaw,  Force,  Felch,  Bartine,'Win- 
ner,  Raymond,  Trafton,  Sargent,  Crandall,  Porter,  Creaghj 
G.  Peck,  Curry,  D.  Smith,  F.  Reed,  Floy,  Griswold, 
Holdich,  Richardson,  Griffen,  Jewett,  Barrows,  Adams, 
Spicer,  Smith,  Clark,  Benedict,  Hall,  J.  T.  Peck,  Frazer, 
Witherspoon,  Wever,  Currier,  Harding,  Williams,  Gary, 
Mattison,  Leet,  Dempster,  Hopkins,  Swayze,  Drummond, 
Spencer,  Monroe,  Comfort,  Reddy,  Parks,  Colbom,  Eddy, 
Rounds,  Holmes,  Snyder,  Jenne,  Hill,  Webber,  Fletcher, 
Farrington,  Nickerson,  Marsh,  E.  Shaw,  Kinsley,  Bain, 
G.  W.  Clarke,  Ayers,  Steadman,  Plympton,  Summers, 
Haney,  Phelps,  Judson,  Chandler,  Crews,  Power,  Gurley, 
Poe,  Thomson}  Quigley,  M'Mahan,  Filmore,  Alverson, 
Hosmer,  Carlton,  Dennis,  Nevins,  Woodworth,  Dodge, 
Finley,  Young,  Walker,  C.  Elliott,  Tomlinson,  Nast, 
Herr,  Trimble,  Wright,  Stewart,  Reed,  Bowman,  Brenton, 
Goode,  Cooper,  Hargrave,  Pilcher,  James  Shaw,  Brake- 
man,  Sprague,  Chatfield,  Akers,  Cartwright,  Bobbins,  Ja- 
coby,  Wood,  Simpson,  Kerns,  Berry,  Talbott,  J.  C.  Smith, 
Stevens,  Durbin. 

Nays — Davis,   Bowen*,    Wilson,   Morgan,    Hamilton,        Nays. 
Collins,  Dailey,  Kenney,  Cook. 

The  Conference  voted  to  take  the  vote  on  the  pream-  Preamble  a> 
ble  in  the  ordinary  way.    The  preamble  was  adopted.  dopted. 

Voted  that  the  second  part  of  the  report  be  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow  morning,  at  eight 
o'clock. 

Brother  Massey  obtained  leave  to  change  his  vote  of 
yesterday  on  the  first  declaration,  from  negative  to  affir- 
mative. 

Conference  adjourned.     Prayer  by  brother  Steadman. 

SATURDAY  MORNING,  MAY  27.  Mayw. 

The  Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened 
with  the  us\ial  religious  exercises  by  brother  Wood. 
Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair. 

The  minutes  were  read.  Brother  Harding  asked  leave 
of  absence  after  to-day.     Granted. 

Brother  Roszel  asked  leave  of  absence  after  Tuesday 
next. 

Brother  Durbin  from  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  Report  of  c«d. 
reported  the  address  to  the  British  Conference  with  ence!"******"** 
amendments. 

Brother  Allen  moved,  that  that  part  of  the  report  which 
relates  to' the  British  Government,  and  the  part  which  re- 
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mtjtr,      lates  to  tbe  subject  of  temperance,  be  recommitted.  WUi- 
dxawn. 
Bro.    Porter'h      Brother  Porter  moved  to  strike  out  all  the  paragraphs 
motion.  relating  to  the  British  Government  after  the  words  "ont 

hearts,"  page  7. 
Bro.     Tomiin-     Brother  Tomlinson  moved  to  recommit  the  report,  and 
M»on'«  motioo.   ^  ^^  ^^^  member  to  the  committee  from  each  delegation 

not  represented  in  the  committee. 
Bro.    Cooper's      Brother  Cooper  moved  the  previous   question,  which 
"''^'*'  was  sustained. 

Voted  to  divide  the  motion  made  by  Dr.  Tomlinson. 
That  portion  recommitting  the  rep<»rt  was  adopted.    The 
remaining  portion  not  adopted. 
Motion  to  strike      Voted  to  instruct   the    committee  to   strike  out  the 
^^'  portion  relating  to  the  British  Government. 

Amendment  Moved  to  instruct  the  committee  to  amend  the  address 

proposed.  ^^^  adding  "  that  the  ministers  of  our  Church  are  in  faror 
of  total  abstinence  from  all  intoxicating  liquors."  Laid 
on  the  table. 
M^uisey'B  Brother  Massey  moved  to  instruct  the  committee  to 
™^«.«„f  amend  by  inserting  "  temperance  on  the  principle  of  total 
abstinence  from  aU  intoxicating  drinks.*'     Carried. 

Voted  to  take  up  the  special  order  of  the  day.  (Foi 
Report'  see  Appendix  B.) 

Moved  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  until  Tues- 
day next.     Lost. 

Moved  to  lay  the  Report  again  on  the  table.     Lost. 
Time    afforded      The  time  of  brother  Tomlinson,  in  his  address  to  the 
fofi^k*^"****^  Conference,  having  expired,  it  was  prolonged. 

Moved  to  adopt  the  Report. 
Time    afforded     The  time  of  G.  Peck  in  addressing  the  Conference 
ftiiishf*^    *°  having  expired,  he  was  by  vote  permitted  to  proceed. 

Brother  Wright  presented  the  following  substitute  to 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church: 
Bro.  Wright's  "  Whereas,  it  is  now  ascertained  that  the  recommenda- 
Bubstitute.  ^^^  ^f  ^Yte  General  Conference  of  1844,  to  change  the 
sixth  restrictive  article,  so  as  to  allow  of  a  division  of  the 
property  of  the  Book  Concern,  with  a  distinct  ecclesiasti- 
cal connection,  which  might  be  formed  by  the  thirteen 
Annual  Conferences,  in  the  slaveholding  states,  has  not 
been  concurred  in  by  a  vote  of  three-fourths  of  all  the 
members  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences,  present  and 
voting  on  said  recommendations : 

"  And  whereas,  the  thirteen  protesting  Aimual  Confer- 
ences in  the  slaveholding  states,  having  formed  them- 
selves into  a  separate  and  distinct  ecclesiastical  organiza- 
tion, under  the  title  or  name  of  the  Methodist  E.  Church, 
South,  and  their  General  Conference  in  May,  1846,  did 
an^rize  their  Commissioners  (whose  credentials  hare 
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been  received  hj  this  Geaeral  .Conference)  to  present       m^v. 
and  adjust  their  claim  on  the  funds  of  the  Bodi;  Concern  ^ro.    wrighy» 
oftheM.E.  Church:  "'^^*'- 

"  And  whereas,  our  common  and  holy  Christianity  pre- 
scribes and  enjoins  the  most  pacific  measures  for  the  set« 
tlement  of  all  matters  in  dispute  between  individuals,  as 
ivell  as  associations  of  professing  Christians ;  and  the 
whole  Christian  world  expect  ministers  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  to  adopt  the  most  peaceful  and  condlialory  mea- 
sures for  the  settlement  of  any  claim  that  may  be  urged 
against  them: 

"  Therefore^  Resolved  by  the  delegates  of  the  several 
Annual  Conferences,  in  Greneral  Conference  assembled^ 
That  we  propose  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Church 
South  to.  refer  the  question  of  iheii  claim  on  our  Bode 
Concern  to^va  arbiters,  neither  of  whom  shall  be  amem«^ 
ber  of  either  Church,  who  shall  be  chosen  in  the  manner 
liere  prescribed,  namely : — 

^  The  Commissioners  of  the  M.  £.  Church  South  shall 
choose  two  arbiters ;  and  three  commissioners,  to  be  ap* 
pointed  by  this  General  Conference,  shall  choose  other 
two,  and  the  four  arbiters  thus  chosen  shall  choose  a  G£(hf 
each  party  being  solemnly  bound  U>  abide  by  the  deei* 
sion  such  arbiters  shall  make  on  the  qnestiona  of  such 
claims." 

Brother  Wright's  substitute  was  laid  <hi  the  table*  Laid  on  taue. 

Dr.  Holdich  offered  and  moved  the  following  substitnte, 
stating  it  to  be  a  paper  pr.es^ited  by  the  Bishope  in  re< 
sponse  to  a  written  request  of  several  delegates  that  they 
would  communicate  their  opinions  in  regard  to  the  prop* 
erty  question. 

Bishop  Morris  not  being  present  whea  }m  colleague 
agreed  to  have  the  paper  presented  in  consequence  of 
having  to  preside,  he  signified  his  concunrence  in  the 
first  resolution,  and  his  nonconcnrrenca  with  the  last  two. 

«  Whereas  H.  B.  Bascom>  D.  D.,  A.  L.  P.  Green*  and  i5[:JSidj*'» 
C.  B.  Parsons,  commissioners  of  the  M.  £.  Chwch,  Soatkf         ^'^ 
have  visited  the  seat  of  this  Conference  to  urge  a  claim  to 
a  portion  of  the  funds  of  the  Book  Coneeiaiv  bseed,  it  is 
understood,  on  an  act  of  the  last  General  Conferencei 
l^own  as  the  *  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Nine :' 

"  And  whereas  the  nonconcurrence  of  the  Animal  Con*- 
ferences  in  that  part  of  said  repeat  which  bewrs  on  the 
division  of  said  funds^  leaves  diie  General  Conference 
without  any  authority  to  reoogni^  or  adjust  said  claim  in 
any  voluntary  way: 

'*  And  whereas  it  is  understood  from  lihe  periodicals  of 
the  M.  £.  Church,  Sauih,  and  from  conversations  with 
some  of  said  commissioners,  that  a  suii^  la  law  will  be  re- 
sorted to  for  the  recovery  of  said  claim:     •  « 
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May  S7.  **  Asd  whereas  the  conuneBcement  of  this  suit  will  change 

^vjoi^ch'i  ^e  form  of  this  difficulty,  rendering  it  a  mere  business 
transaction,  so  as  to  throw  it  within  the  constitutional  con- 
trol of  the  General  Conference  : 

"  And  whereas  it  is  understood  that  the  commissioners 
'   would  accept  none  but  a  strictly  legal  arbitration : 

"  And  whereas  this  Conference  desires  to  advance  as  far 
as  its  constitutional  power  will  authorize  toward  an  ami- 
cable adjustment  of  this  difficulty :  therefore 
First  reioiQtion.      "  Resolved,  by  the  General  Conference  of  the  M..E. 
Church,  1.  That  should  such  lawsuit  be  conunenced  by 
the  commissioners,  our  Book  Agents  at  New- York  and 
Cincinnati  be  and  are  hereby  authorized  and  advised  to 
.     tender  to  said  commissioners  an  adjustment  of  the  claim, 
based  on  the  report  aforesaid  by  arbitration,  under  such 
legal  sanctions  as  shall  render  the  award  final,  and  of 
binding  effect  on  the  M.  E.  Church,  and  the  M.  E.  Church, 
South. 
Second  retoiu-      *<  2.  Resolved,  That  inasmuch  as  the  General  Confer- 
^^^"'  ence  is  not  formally  assured  that  such  suit  will  be  com- 

menced, and  inasmuch  as  an  amicable  settlement  of  tbe 
difficulty  is,  in  any  event,  exceedingly  desirable,  and  in- 
asmuch as  this  General  Conference  has  no  power  or 
authority  to  act  at  discretion  in  this  matter,  either  to  allow 
or  arbitrate  said  claim,  if  not  prosecuted  in  court,  unless 
the  Annual  Conferences  authorize  it  by  a  change  of  the 
constitution:  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  Annual 
Conferences,  if  said  suit  is  not  commenced,  so  far  to  sus- 
pend the  sixth  '  Restrictive  Article'  of  the  Discipline,  as 
to  authorize  our  Book  Agents  at  New-York  and  Cincin- 
,  nati  to  submit  to  arbitrate  what  is  technically  called  the 

Property  Question. 
Third  retointion.      "  3.  Resolved,  That  in  case  said  suit  is  not  commenced, 
the  Bishops  are  requested  to  lay  the  last  resolution  before 
the  Annual  Conferences  for  their  concurrence." 
Time  giren  to      The  time  of  brother  Holdich  in  addressing  the  Confer- 
tam^oidiciito  ^^^^  having  expired,  voted  that  he  have  leave  to  pro- 
ceed. 

The  substitute  of  brother  Holdich  was  laid  on  the 
table. 
j.T.Peck'irab-      J.  T.  Peck  offered  the  following  substitute,  seconded  by 
•titate.  J   g   Finley  :— 

Preamble.  "Whereas  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 

having  in  due  form  preferred  claims  against  the  vested 
funds  and  other  property  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church;  and  whereas  the  General  Conference  has  do 
power  officially  to  respond  to,  or  in  any  way  adjust  said 
preferred  claims ;  and  whereas  we  are  anxious  that  an 
amicable  and  strictly  equitable  disposition  may  be  made 
of  them ;  therefore, 
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*'l.  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual       May  97. 
Conferences  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Gene-  "^S^f*'**^ 
ral  Conference  assembled,  That  we  hereby  advise  the  Book  First  resolution. 
Agents  at -New-York  and  Cincinnati  immediately,  in  due 
form,  and  under  such  instructions  as  this  Conference  shall 
hereafter  give  them,  to   offer  to  submit  said  preferred    ' 
clauHs  to  the  fiUl  and  final  decision  ofjudieiotls  and  disin' 
terested  arbiUrs. 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  be  appointed  second  resoiu- 

to  report  in  detail  to  this  Conference  suitable  instructions  ^^°' 
to  be  conuQunicated  to  the  said  Agents  for  the  govern- 
ment of  their  acuon  in  the  premises." 

On  motion,  Conference  adjourned.  Benedidtion  by 
Bishop  Redding. . 

SATURDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  27. 

Conference  met  at  half-past  two  o'clock,  and  was 
opened  with  the  usual  religious  bxercises  by  brother 
S.  Roszel.     Bishop  Hamline  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read.  On  motion,  the  rules  were 
suspended  to  allow  brother  Cook  to  offer  the  two  follow- 
ing resolutions : — 

''  Resolved,  That  Dr.  Bond,  Senior  Editor  of  the  Chris-  ResointioBs  of- 
tian  Advocate  and  Journal,  as  he  was  referred  to  in  the  c^k.  ^^  ^^^' 
debates  of  the  morning,  be  invited,  while  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church,  upon  the  pro- 
perty question,  is  before  the  Conference,  to  address  the 
Conference,  or  participate  in  the  debate,  if  he  see  proper." 
Adopted. 

Also,  "  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be,  and  hereby  is, 
instructed  to  furnish  Dr.  Levings  with  a  co|^  of  the  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  the  Bible  cause,  and  of  the 
proceedings  in  connection  with  its  adoption."    Carried. 

Yoted  to  suspend  the  general  orders.  Yoted  to  take 
up  the  business  pending  when  the  forenoon  session 
closed. 

Brother  Finley  being  in  order  when  we  adjourned  in  Time  given  to 
the  forenoon,  addressed  the  Conference.    His  time  having  A^Sdr.^^^  ^ 
expired,  voted  that    he    be  permitted    to  finish  his  re- 
marks. 

Dr.  Akers  addressed  the  Conference  ;  and  his  time  Time  gt^en  to 
having  expired,  voted  that  he  be  permitted  to  finish  his  ^h.  '^  *^ 
speech. 

On  motion,  Conference  adjourned.  Prayer  by  Bishop 
Janes. 

12 
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M.yt».  MONDAY  MORNING,  MAT  29. 


The  Conferenee  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  i 
with  the  usual  religious  exercises  by  J.  Frazer.     Bishop 
Janes  in  the  chair.     The  journals  were  read. 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  reported.  A 
motion  was  made  to  strike  out  o£l  the  report,  *^  Assisttot 
Editor  of  the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal  and  Western 
Christian  Advocate."  An  amendment  to  the  amendment 
•  was  offered  by  brother  Finley, "  That  the  Book  Agents  be 
directed  not  to  employ  any  assistance  for  said  Editors." 
Moved  to  suspend  the  rule  of  order,  requiring  the  report 
to  lie  on  the  table  one  day.     Carried. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was,  by  vote,  laid 
on  the  table.  The  amendment  to  strike  out  two,  and  in- 
sert one  Editor  of  the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal,  aod 
one  Editor  of  the  Western  Christian  Advocate,  prevailed. 
The  report  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  further  reported, 
No.  2,  for  this  day.     Laid  on  the  table  by  our  rule. 
Report  of  Com.     A  further  report  from  said  Committee,  No.  3,  for  this  day. 
wrm~^^°'"      A-   Resolved,  That    the  Agents   at  Cincinnati  be  di- 
Fixsfc  Isolation,  rected  to  release  John  S.  Barger  from  the  interest  on  his 
indebtedness,  reducing  the  debt  to  $500,  leaving  the  man- 
ner of   its    collection    discretionary  with    the  Agents. 
Adopted. 
Second  reaohi-     2d  resolution,  relative    to  the  release    of  the  Maine 
^^^'  Conference  indebtedness.     Adopted. 

Third resoiation.      3d  resolution,  relative  to  J.  C.  Lyon.     Adopted. 
Fourth  resoiiP     4th  resolution,  recommending  not  to  allow  the  claim 
^°^'         .    of  Dr.  Bond  for   additional    compensation,   was    read. 
Moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out  the  word  *'  not."  Amend- 
ment and  resolution  adopted. 
Fifth  resolution.       •$.  Moved  to  amend  the  fifth  resolution,  instructing  tbe 
.  Agents  to  release  the  interests  in.  the  claim  against  J.  N. 
M'Abee.       Laid    on   the   table.      The   resolution    was 
adopted. 
;sixthresoiatioQ.      6.  The  request  of  T.  Stowe,  to  be  released  from  in- 
debtedness to  tbe  Book  Concern.     Adopted. 
•  serenth  rosoiu-      7th    resolution,    substituted    by   referring    the  claim 
tion.  against  Isaac  M'Elroy  to  the  Agents  at  Cincinnati,  to  be 

settled  at  their  discretion.     Adopted. 
Eighth  resoia-      8th  resolution.     Adopted. 

Ntoth'reaoiatioir.      9th  resolution,  That  the  request  of  S.  D.  Jones  to  be 
released  from  the  claim  of  the  Book  Concern  against  him 
be  not  granted. 
Report  adopted.       The  report  of  the  Committee  was  adopted. 
Report  of  Com.      The  Committee  on  Correspondence  reported  the  com- 
^coire-pond-  ^^ieation  to  the  British  brethren. 
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Brodier  Trafbn  moved  to  strike  oat  the  paragraph,  "  the       May  to. 
mellowing  inflvenee  of  our  constituitions,"  &e.    Laid  on 
the  table.    The  report  waa  adopted.  (See  Appendix  C.) 

The  address  to  Uie  Canada  brethren  adopted,  and  with  Canada  addx^ss. 
the  previons  address  ordered  to  be  recorded.    (See  Ap- 
pendix D.) 

The  Committee  on  Missions  reported  further  in  seve- 
ral distinct  items. 

"  The  Committee  on  Missions,  to  whom  was  referred  ^^g^^oM  *° 
the  memorial  qf  Rev.  James  Shaw,  asking  for  an  increase 
of  men  and  means  to  prosecute  the  work  of  evangelizing 
the  North-western  Indians,  and  especially  those  in  the 
Lower  Peninsula  of  Michigan,  beg  leave  to  recommend 
to  the  General  Conference  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolhtion  :— 

"  Resolved,  That  the  memorial  of  James  Shaw  be  re- 
ferred to  the  proper  authorities  for  making  annual  appxo- 
priatimis  for  missionary  purposes;  and  that  we  hereby 
recommend  the  prayer  of  the  memorialist  to  the  favorable 
consideration  of  said  authorities. 

''  Signed  on  behalf  of  the  committee, 

«  May  15, 1848.''  "  ^'  ^"^""^^  Chairman. 

"  The  Committee  on  Missions,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  resolution  respecting  the  German  work  in  the  .Illinois 
Conference,  beg  leave  to  report,  that 

"  Whereas  it  is  the  wish  of  the  German  preachers  now 
attached  to  the  Illinois  Conference  to  remain  united  in 
one  Conference,  we  therefore  recommend  for  the  adoption 
of  the  General  Conference  the  following  resolution : — 

"  Resolved,  That  we  hereby  recommend  to  the  Epis- 
copacy ^at  the  German  missionaries  now  attached  to  the 
Illinois  Conference  remain  in  their  present  connection  the 
ensuing  four  years. 

"  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

"  May  22, 1848."  "  ^'  ^'™^^'  Chairman. 

"  The  Mission  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  Dr.  Goheen,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they 
have  had  under  serious  consideration  the  subject  pre- 
sented and  urged  in  that  document,  and  have  agreed  to 
recommend  for  the  adoption  of  the  General  Cpnference 
the  following  resolution  : — 

"  Resolved,  That,  from  the  information  now  before  us, 
and  the  various  aspects  of  the  subject,  we  see  no  suffi- 
cient reason  for  any  change  of  policy  in  regard  to  the 
Liberia  Mission  Conference. 

"  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

"  May  22,  1848."  "  C.  Pitman,  Chairman, 
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MayM.  ''The  Committee  on  Missions,  to  whom  was  refened 

^onNUsaioQfl!"'  ^^  subject  of  distuict  missionary  organizations  for  do- 
mestic purposes,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  hare  had 
the  matter  under  careful  examination ;  and,  in  view  of  the 
facts,  that  but  few  of  the  Conferences  have  expressed  any 
desire  for  such  a  change  in  our  policy,  and  that  several 
others  have,  through  their  representatives,  manifested  a 
strong  opposition  to  the  measure,  they  deem  the  esta* 
blishment  of  two  distinct  missionary  organizations  for  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  inexpedient  at  present.  But 
to  meet  the  case,  so  far  as  is  practicable  and  safe,  the 
Committee  recommend  the  following  to  be  added  to  that 
section  of  the  Discipline  under  the  head  of  '  Support  of 
Missions,'  and  made  the  fourth  paragraph : — 

*' '  Any  Annual  Conference  may,  at  its  option,  by  a 
vote  of  two-thirds  of  its  members,  assume  the  responsi- 
bility of  supporting  such  missions  already  established,  or 
to  be  established  within  its  own  limits,  as  have  hitfaetto 
been- reported  under  the  head  of  "  Missions  in  the  Desti- 
tute Portions  of  the  Regular  Work ;"  and  for  this  purpose 
it  shall  be  at  liberty  to  organize  a  Conference  Domestic 
Society  with  branches ;  provided,  such  organizations 
shall  not  interfere  with  the  collections  for  the  Mission- 
ary Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  as  re- 
quired by  the  Discipline.  Provided^  also,  that  in  case 
more  funds  shall  be  raised  for  such  missions  than  are 
needed,  ihe  surplus  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  treasurer  of 
the  Parent  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at 
New- York,  to  be  appropriated  to  such  missions,  under  the 
care  of  the  Society,  as  may  be  designated  by  said  Con- 
ference. It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  such  Domestic 
Society  to  send,  annually,  to  the  Corresponding  Seoretary 
at  New-York,  a  full  and  detailed  account  of  the  number, 
names,  condition,  and  prospects  of  each  mission  under  its 
care ;  and  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Parent  Society  at  New- 
,  York  an  account  of  its  receipts,  incidental  expenses,  and 
disbursements.' 

"  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

"C.  Pitman,  Chairman. 
"Jlfay22,  1848." 

The  first  report  was  adopted. 

The  second  report,  relative  to  the  German  work  in  Illi- 
nois, adopted.     (See  Report.) 

The  third  report,  relative  to  a  petition  from  Dr.  Groheen 
in  reference  to  Liberia,  adopted. 

The  fourth  report,  relating  to  a  home  missionary  de- 
partment, laid  on  the  table  for  one  day,  under  the 
rule.     (Report  adopted  June  1.) 

Voted  to  suspend  the  order  of  the  day. 
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Brother  Kennaday  preseiited  a  resolution  inquiring  into 
the  claims  of  John  Ferguson.  Referred  to  the  Mission 
Committee. 

Brother  Kennaday  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  in  the 
case  of  Ezra  Sprague.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Voted  to  take  up  the  paper  containing  questi6ns  relating 
to  the  case  of  Ezra  Sprague.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Law  Questions. 

A  motion  was  made  and  carried,  that  the  election  of 
Conference  officers  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  fi[>r 
Tuesday  afternoon  at  half-past  two  o'clock. 

P.  Akers  offered  the  following,  viz. : — 

''Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New-York  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  instructed,  to  pay  over  to  such  person 
or  persons  as  the  said  Book  Agents  may  judge  to  be  au- 
thorized to  receive,  and  receipt  for  the  same  in  behalf  of 
the  several  claimants  narrated  below,  so  much  of  the  dis- 
ciplinary allowanses  as  may  be  due  from  year  to  year  to 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  such  traveling,  supernumerary, 
superannuated  and  worn-out  preachers,  as  have  died  in  the 
service  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  before  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South ; 
also  the  superannuated  preachers  who  still  adhere  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  so  that  such  widows  and 
orphans,  and  superannuated  and  supernumerary  preachers 
aforesaid,  living  within  the  bounds  of  the  several  Annual 
Conferences  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
may  receive  what  may  be  equal  in  amount  to  that  which 
widows  and  orphans  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
may  have  received,  or  shall  hereafter  receive,  from  the 
dividends  made  annually  from  the  Book  Concern." 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Voted  that  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  to  meet  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Moved  and  carried  that  a  committee  of  three  be  ap- 
pointed to  draw  up  a  pastoral  address. 

Documents  from  Maysville,  through  brother  Tomlinson, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

A  resolution  relative  to  the  expenses  incurred  by  bro. 
Grifien  in  the  Brooklyn  suit,  referred  to  said  committee. 

The  Committee  on  the  Memorial  of  Colored  People  of 
Baltimore  reported.  Report  laid  on  the  table,  under  the 
rule. 

The  Committee  to  prepare  a  Course  of  Study  for  Local 
Preachers  reported.  The  session  was  extended  five  min- 
utes.    The  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

^*  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  be  in- 
fitnicted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  forming  a  Mis- 
souri, Kentucky,  Western  Virginia,  and  Arkansas  Con« 
ference,  and  report  thereon  as  early  as  possible." 
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94i  Jowmdl  of  Gmfd  Om^^rm^nM^  1846* 

Maytt.  Brother  Barrows  granted  leave  of  abeenoe.  .  Moved  to 

'to^?B£S5SJ  ^^journ-    Benediction  by  Bishop  Wau^. 

MONDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  29. 

Conference  opened  at  half'^past  two  o'clock  with  the  usual 
religious  exercises  by  brother  Jewett.  The  journals  were 
read. 

Voted  to  suspend  the  rule  to  take  up  the  report  of  the 
Con^mittee  on  the  State  of  the  Church.    Took  up  the  re- 
port and  substitute,  and  bro.  Brenton  offered  the  following, 
presented  by  D.  Curry  and  M.  Simpson: — 
D.  Cony  siiii      «  Whereas,  it  is  now  ascertained  that  the  reconunenda- 
substitute!^'  tion  of  the  General  Conference,  at  its  session  in  1844,  to 
Praambie.     change  the  sixth  restrictive  article  so  as  to  allow  of  a  divi- 
sion of  the  property  of  the  Book  Concern,  with  a  distinct 
ecclesiastical  connection,  which  might  be  formed  by  the 
thirteen  Annual  Conferences  in  the  slave  states,  has  not 
been  concurred  in  by  a  vote  of  three-fourths  of  all  the 
members  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences  present  and 
voting  on  said  recommendation : 

"And  whereas,  the  thirteen  protesting  Annual  Confer- 
ences in  the  slaveholding  states  have  formed  themselves 
into  a  separate  and  distinct  ecclesiastical  connection,  under 
the  title  and  name  of  the  *  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Souths*  and  their  General  Conference,  in  1846,  did  author- 
ize three  commissioners  (whose  credentials  have  been 
received  by  this  General  Conference)  to  present  and*  ad- 
just their  claim  on  the  funds  of  the  Book  Concern  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church :  4 

"  And  whereas,  our  eammon  and  holy  Christianity  pre- 
scribes and  enjoins  the  most  pacific  measures  for  the  set- 
tlement of  all  matters  in  dispute  between  individuals,  as 
well  as  associations  of  professing  Christians,  and  the 
whole  Christian  world  will  expect  ministers  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  to  adopt  the. most  peaceful  and  conciliatory 
measures  for  the  settlement  of  any  claim  that  may  be 
urged  against  them : 

"  And  whereas,  this  Conference  desires  to  advance,  as 
far  as  its  constitutional  powers  will  authorize,  toward  an 
amicable  adjustment  of  ^is  difficulty  :  therefore. 
First  nsQiatioD.  '^  1.  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several.  Annual 
Conferences  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Grene- 
ral  Conference  assembled.  That  we  hereby  authorize  the 
Book  Agentp  at  New-York  and  at  Cincinnati  to  ofifer  to 
submit  said  claims  to  the  decision  of  disinterested  arbi- 
ters, provided  that  if  said  Agents,  on  the  advice  of  emi- 
nent legal  counsel,  shall  be  satisfied  that  when  clothed 
with  all  the  authority  which  the  General  Conference  can 
confer,  their  corporate  powers  will  not  warrant  them  to 
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silbmh  said  claimtr  lo  afbitraiioni  this  teH^tian  shall  not     ^<^  so* 
be  binding  upon  th«ni.  ^.^sudp««?s 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  should  the  Agents  find,  upon  taking  substitute. 
such  legal  counsel,  that  they  have  hot  the  power  to  sub-  ^n?**  '•"®^** 
mit  the  case  to  voluntary  arbitration,  and  should  a  suit  at 
law  be  commenced  by  the  commissioners  of  the  Methodist 
I^iscopkl  Church,  S&ufhf  said  Agents  are  hereby  author- 
ised, then  and  in  that  case,  to  tender  to  said  commission- 
ers an  adjustment  of  their  preferred  claims  by  a  legal  arbi- 
tration, under  the  aiothority  of  the  court. 

''3.  Resolved,  That  should  the  Agents  find  that  fhey  iiiiidresoiatiDii. 
are  not  authorized  to  tender  a  voluntary  arbitration,  and 
should  no  suit  be  commenced  by  the  cmnmissioners  afore- 
said, then  and  in  that  case  the  General  ColifereDce,  being 
exceedingly  desirous  of  effecting  an  amicable  settlement 
of  said  claim,  riicemmend  totheAniiual  Coillference#  so 
far  to  suspend  the  *  sixth  restrictive  article'  of  the  Disci- 
pline, as  to  authorize  our  Book  Agents  at  New-York  and 
Cincinnati  to  submit  said  claim  to  arbitration. 

"4.  Resolved,  That  in  the  occurrence  of  the  above  ^^^^  w***^ 
specified  contingencies,  nie  Bishops  are  requested  to  lay      *^ 
the  foregoing  resolutions  before  the  several  Annual  Qon- 
'  ferences  for  their  concurrence." 

The  first  resolution  was  adopted  by  t9ie  folldtidfig  V6te': — 
Yeas— Davis,  Bowen,  Wilson,  Biison,  Morgan,  MiUer,  ^SSJ^S^**" 
Hamilton,  Bear,  Collins,  Griffith,  Roszel,  Dailey,  Hazzard,  "^ 
Kennaday,  Massey,  Scott,  Diirbin,^Geny,  Pitman,^  J.  K. 
Shaw,  Force,  Felch,  Bartine,  Sargent,  Creaglr,  G.  Peck, 
Curry,  D.  Smith,  F.  Rei^,  Floy,  Griswold,  Holdich,  Rich- 
ardson, Grifien,  Jewett,  Spicer,  J.  Clarke^  Benedict,  Hall, 
J.  T.  Peck,  Frazer,  Williams,  Gary,  Leet^  Elliott,  Keoney, 
Cook,  Drummond,  Spencer,  Mottroe,  Fletcher,  Kindey^ 
G.  W.  Clarke,  Haney,  ludson,  Cri&ws,  Thottison)  -M^Ma- 
han,  Alverson,  Seager,  Finley,  Nast,'  Trimble,  Wright, 
Reedi  Bowman,  J;  C.  Smith,  Hargrave,  Ohatffield,- Jaooby, 
Wood,  Simpson,  Berry,  Talbott,  G.  F:  B«)wn. 

Naits — Stetens,  Patten,  AUeto,  Emersott,'Wiiiner,  Hay-  Nayi. 
mond,  Trafton,  CrandaD,  Porter,  Sandford,  BUttimB^ 
Adams,  E.  Smith,  Witherspoon,  W6ver,'Cdnrier,  Har- 
ding, Mattison,  Dempster,  Hopkins,  Swayze,  Comfort, 
Reddy,  Parks,  Oolbom,  Eddy,  Rounds,  Holilhes;  Swfder, 
Jenne,  Hill,  Webber,  Farrington,  Nickerson,  Marshy  E. 
Shaw,  Bain,  Ayres,  Steadman,  Plympton/Summ^s,  Chan- 
dler, Powet,' Gurley,-  Poe>  Qm^ey,  FUmore^,  Hesmer, 
Oaritdn;  Dennis j  Nevins,  Woodworth,  Dddge^  Yonng^  El- 
liott, Walker,  Toinlinsoh,  Kerr,  "Stewsrft,  Brenton,^dede, 
Cooper,  Pilcher,  lames  Shaw,  Brakl»Saa»i^,  Sprague*;  Akers, 
•Cartwright;Robbins,  Barger;  Kerns. 
'  The  sebond  resoktion  was  'adopted  by  ihe  fdQ^#ing 
Yote: — 
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May  99.  Yeas — ^DetIs,  Bowen,  Wilson,  BriBOii,  Morgan,  Miller, 

^iJS^"**  Hamilton,  Bear,  Collins,  Griffith,  Roszel,  Dailey,  Haz- 
zard,  Kennaday,  Massey,  Scott,  Durbin,  Geny,  Stevem, 
Patten,  Pitman,  J.  K.  Shaw,  Force,  Felch,  Bartine,  Ray- 
mond, Sargent,  Sandford,  Creagh,  G.  Peck,  Cuny,  Smidi, 
F.  Reed,  Floy,  Griswold,  Holdich,  Richardson,  GrifiTen, 
JeweU,  T.  Spicer,  J.  Clark,  Benedict,  Hall,  J.  T.  Peck, 
Frazer,  Harding,  Williams,  Gary,  Mattison,  Lieet,  Demp- 
ster, S.  Elliott,  Kenney,  Cook,  Drummond,  Spencer,  Mon- 
roe, Comfort,  Rounds,  Holmes,  Fletcher,  Nickerson,  Kins- 
ley, Bain,  G.  W.  Clarke,  Haney,  Judson,  Crews,  Thom- 
son, M'Mahan,  Filmore,  Alverson,  Seager,  Finley,  Young, 
C.  Elliott,  Walker,  Nast,  Herr,  Trimble,  Wright,  Stewart, 
Reed,  Bowman,  J.  C.  Smith,  Brenton,  Hargrave,  Pilcher, 
James  Shaw,  Sprague,  Chatfield,  Jacoby,  Wood,  Simp- 
son, Kerns,  Berry,  Talbott,  G.  F.  Brown. 
Nayt.  Nays — Allen,  Emerson,   Winner,   Trafton,  Crandall, 

Porter,  Barrows,  Adams,  £.  Smith,  Witherspoon,  Wever, 
Currier,  Hopkins,  Swayze,  Reddy,  Parks,  Colbom,  Eddy, 
Snyder,  Jenne,  Hill,  Webber,  Farrington,  Marsh,  E.  Shaw, 
Ajnres,  Steadman,  Plympton,  itUmmers,  Chandler,  Power, 
Gurley,  Poe,  Quigley,  Hosmer,  Carlton,  Dennis,  Nevins, 
Woodworth,  Dodge,  Goode,  Cooper,  Brakeman,  Akers, 
Cartwright,  Bobbins,  Barger. 

The  third  resolution  was  adopted,  by  the  following 
vote: — 
Yeac  m  third       YsAs— Davis,  Boweu,  Wilson,  Brison,  Morgan,  Miller, 
nMiatton.        Hamilton,  Bear,  Collins,  Griffith,  Roszel,  Dailey,  Hazzard, 
Kennaday,  Massey,  Scott,  Durbin,  Geny,  Stevens,  Pit^ 
man,  J.  K.  Shaw,  D.  Smith,  F.  Reed,  Floy,  Griswold, 
Holdich,  Richardson,  Griffon,  Force,  Felch,  Bartine,  Sar- 
gent, Sandford,  Creagh,  G.  Peck,  Curry,  Jewett,  Barrows,  E. 
Smith,  Spicer,  J.  Clark,  Benedict,  Hall,  J.  T.  Peck,  Fra- 
zer,  Witherspoon,  Harding,  Williams,  Gary,    Mattison, 
Leet,  Dempster,  Hopkins,  S.  Elliott,  Kenney,  Swayze, 
Cooke,  Drummond,  Spencer,  Monroe,  Comfort,  Rounds, 
Fletcher,  Kinsley,  Bain,  G.  W.  Clarke,  Summers,  Haney, 
Phelps,  Crews,  Chandler,  Gurley,  Thomson,  M'Mahan, 
,    Alverson,  Seager,  Woodworth,  Finley,  Young,  G.  Elliott, 
Walker,  Nast,  Herr,  Trimble,  Wright,  Stewart,  H.  Reed, 
Bowman,^l.  C.  Smith,  Brenton,  Hargrave,  Cooper,  Pilcher, 
Chatfield,  Jacoby,  Wood,  Simpson,  Kerns,  Talbott,  G.  F. 
Brown,  Berry. 
Nays.  Nays — Patten,  Allen,  Emerson,  Winner,  Raymono 

Traffam,  Crandall,  Porter,  Adams,  Wever,  Currier,  Reddy, 
Parks,  Colbom,  Eddy,  Holmes,  Snyder,  Jenne,  HiB 
Webber,  Farrington,  Nickerson,  Marsh,  E.  Shaw,  A3nre8, 
Steadman,  Plymptoi^,  Poe,  Quigley,  Filmore,  Hosmei 
Carlton,  Dennis,  Nevins,  Dodge,  Goode,  James  Shaw. 
Brakeman,  Sprague,  Akers,  Cartwright,  Bobbins,  Barger. 
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The  fourth  resolution  was  adopted  by  hand  vote,  and 
the  preamble  was  also  adopted  in  the  same  manner. 

Brother  Barger  asked  to  have  his  reasons  for  not  voting 
on  Dr.  Simpson's  substitute  for  the  fourth  declaration,  in 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church, 
spread  on  the  journals.  A  motion  was  made  to  grant  him 
leave.  Moved  to  amend  by  adding,  **  and  all  others  who 
•desire  to  have  the  reasons,"  &c.  Motion  and  amendment 
lost. 

Brother  Thomson  asked  leave  to  change  his  vote  on 
the  report  on  the  State  of  the  Chvrch,  on  the  seventh  item, 
from  negative  to  affirmative. 

Voted  to  add  four  to  the  committee  to  write  a  pastoral 
address  to  the  Church. 

By  motion,  Conference  adjourned.  Prayer  by  brother 
Griffith. 


Fourth  resolu- 
tion adoptod. 

Bio.  Barger's 
request  not 
granted. 


Bro.  Thomson 
asked  leave  to 
change  his 
▼ote. 


TUESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  30. 

Conference  met  at  8  o'clock,  and  was  opened  with  the 
usual  religious  services  by  bro<  Sargent.  Bishop  Morris 
in  the  chair.     The  journals  were  read. 

A.  Poe  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Bomndaries. 

Vpted  to  suspend  the  rule  which  requires  propositions  to 
amend  the  Discipline  to  lie  on  the  table  one  day,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  action  upon  the  above-named  report. 

Pittsburgh  boundary  read.  Laid  on  the  table  until  the 
report  of  the  Western  Virginia  Conference  be  acted 
upon. 

Report  relating  to  the  boundary  of  Western  Virginia 
Ccmference  read  and  adopted. 

Pittsburgh  Conference  boundary  read  and  adopted. 

Boundaries  of  Ohio  Conference  read  and  adopted. 

The  boundary  of  Missoun  Conference  read  and 
adopted. 

Amendment  to  the  boundary  of  Indiana  Conference  read 
and  adopted. 

Amendment  to  the  boundary  of  Illinois  Conference 
adopted. 

Report  in  regard  to  Liberia  Mission  Conference  adopted. 

Report  in  r^ation  to  a  map,  laid  on  the  table. 

The  fifth  resolution,  in  relation  to  the  division  of  Ohio 
Conference,  laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  in  relation  to  the  division  of  Oneida 
Conference,  laid  on  the  tablo. 

Moved  t^  reconsider  the  vote  in  relation  to  the  boundary, 
of  East  Genesee  and  Genesee  Conferences.     Lost. 

The  report  in  relation  to  Carlisle  was  adopted. 

Voted  that  Illinois  Conference  and  Missouri  Conference 
have  leave  to  hold  their  next  session  together. 

13 
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OfN.y.andN. 
Y.  East  CoAf. 

01  Fittiborgfa 
and  Western 
Virginia  Conf . 

Leave  to  bro. 
Durbin  to 
change  his 
vote. 

Same  to  bro. 
Patten. 


Report  of  Com. 
on  Itinerancy. 


Same  order  in  regard  to  New-York  Conference  and 
New- York  Conference  East. 

Same  in  regard  to  Pittsbnrgh  and  Western  Virginia 
Conferences. 

Voted  to  give  brother  Durbin  leave  to  change  his  vote 
on  the  last  question  relating,  to  the  so-called  Plan  of  Sepa- 
ration, from  nay  to  yea. 

Voted  to  grant  brother  Patten  leave  to  change  his  vote 
on  the  third  resolution,  in  regard  to  the  property  question, 
from  nay  to  yea. 

The  Report  from  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  was 
presented  by  Dr.  Akers. 

"  The  Committee  on  the  Itinerancy  beg  leave  furth^  to 
report,  that  they  have  carefully  examined  the  records  of 
the  several  Annual  Conferences  for  the  last  four  years, 
which  were  submitted  to  them ;  and  they  find  that  the  gene- 
ral character  of  said  records  is  good.  Yet  your  Com- 
mittee have  thought  it  their  duty  to  notice  a  few  things, 
which  they  deem  worthy  of  correction  by  this  General 
Conference. 

''  First.  One  Conference,  on  locating  one  of  its  mem- 
bers, retained  a  certificate  of  his  location.  Therefoie 
your  Committee  recommend  the  folio wing^  for  adoption : — 

'*  Resolved,  That  when  a  member  of  an  Annual  Con- 
ference is  located,  he  is  entitled  to^a  certificate  of  the  fact 
under  the-  hand  of  the  president  of  said  conferenee. 

'*  Second.  An  exception  was  taken  by  your  Committee 
to  one  Conference  for  not  sustaining  a  charge  of  mal- 
administration against  one  of  its  members,  when  they  had 
found  him  guilty  of  withholding  a  certificate  from  a  mem- 
ber removing  from  his  charge,  although  he  refused  to  try 
the  person  when  he  was  willing  to  be  tried.  Therefore, 
your  Committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution  :^- 

'*  Resolved,  That  when  a  member  wishes  to  remove 
his  residence  out  of  any  particular  charge,  and  there  are, 
in  the  judgment  of  the  preacher  in  charge,  sufficient 
reasons  for  withholding  the  certificate,  and  the  member  is 
vrilling  to  be  tried,  he  shall  be  held  guilty  of  mal-adminis- 
tration,  unless  he  proceed  in  the  trial  of  such  person. 

"  Third.  Your  Committee  except  to  the  records  of 
several  of  the  Annual  Conferences  for  a  want  of  explicit- 
ness  and  fullness  of  statement,  namely,  several  were  not 
paged ;  some  had  not  the  numbers  in  society ;  some  no 
stewards'  report ;  some  mentioned  that  reports  were  made 
on  different  subjects,  but  did  not  tell  where  they  were  to 
be  found ;  others  spoke  of  trials  of  members,  but  did  not 
show  the  investigations  in  detail,  nor  tell  where  the  evi- 
dence could  be  found. 

"  In  view  of  correcting  all  such  defects  in  the  records 
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for  the  future,  yoiir  Committee  recommend  the  adoption       May  90. 
of  the  foltowing  resolution:-.  »?SSe°4nT 

*'  Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  Annual 
Conference,  through  its  president,  and  by  its  secretary,  to 
cause  to  be  kept,  either  on  its  regular  journal,  or  in  a 
separate  book  kept  for  that  purpose,  a  full  transcript  of  the 
adopted  risports,  and  of  the  doings  of  said  Conference,  in 
respect  to  trials,  including  the  evidence  on  which  the 
Conference  may  have  acted,  to  which  such  references 
shall  be  made  in  the  principal  Conference  Journal,  as 
that  the  said  reports,  evidence  in  trials,  &c.,  as  excepted 
to  above,  may  be  readily  found. 

**  Fourth.  Your  Committee  have  had  under  considera- 
tion the  petition  of  a  number  of  persons  praying  this 
General  Conference  to  authorize  the  Bishops  to  divide 
the  city  and  county  of  New- York  into  convenient  charges 
of  three,  four,  or  more  Churches  each,  and  to  cause  the 
pastors  of  said  charges  to  itinerate  with  each  ether,  &c. 
Or  should  this  body  be  of  opinion  that  the  Bishops  are 
now  possessed  of  the  power  asked  for,  then  the  petition- 
ers request  a  recommendation  from  this  General  Confer- 
ence directing  the  Bishops  to  exercise  the  said  power. 

''After  a  careful  consideration  of  this  subject,  your 
Committee  have  concluded  to  report  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  adoption : — 

'*  Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the  petition 
asked  for  in  the  memorial  from  New- York. 

*'  Fifth.  Your  Committee  would  also  report  the  follow- 
ing resolution  for  adoption,  in  respect  to  a  memorial  from 
the  Pittsburgh  delegation  and  others,  praying  for  authority 
to  be  given  to  the  Annual  Conferences  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee for  the  trial  of  ministers,  &c. : — 

*'  Resolved,  That  it  is  not  expedient  that  this  General 
Conference  should  ^rant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners. 

**  Sixth.  Your  Committee  have  ascertained  that,  in 
some  instances,  there  exists  a  strong  disposition  to  con- 
fine ministerial  and  pastoral  labors  to  the  towns  and  viU 
lages,  to  the  comparative  neglect  of  societies  in  the 
country.  Also,  we  ascertain  that,  in  some  instances, 
ministerial  support  is  deficient  in  consequence  of  the 
smallness  of  the  charge.  In  other  instances,  because-  of 
the  sparsely  settled  state  of  the  country ;  in  others,  be- 
cause of  the  poverty  of  the  members ;  and  in  some  in- 
stances, where  there  was  no  want  of  pastoral  labor,  sup- 
port was  defective  for  want  of  liberality ;  in  other  cases, 
for  the  want  of  suitable  stewards.  But  in  all  such  cases, 
in  respect  to  finances,  the  members  of  the  Committee 
report  the  several  Conferences  in  an  improving  condition. 
And  for  the  correction  of  the  above-mentioned  tendency, 
in  some  instances,  to  neglect  country  appointments,  by 
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devoting  too  much  time  to  the  towns  and  villages,  yov 
Committee  offer  for  adoption  the  following  resolution  :— 
''  Resolved,  That  the  several  Annual  Conferences  be, 
and  they  are  hereby,  directed  to  make  special  inquiry  on 
this  subject  in  the  examination  of  character. 

«*  P.  Akbrs,  Chairman.'' 


First  reaelutlMB. 


Second  [resolu- 
tion.; 

Third  resolution. 


Fourth    resoln- 
tion. 


Fifth  resolution. 
Sixth  resolution. 


Report  of  Fub- 
lishing  Com.  of 
Pittsburgh  Ch. 
Advocate. 


Report  of  Com. 
on  Chartered 
Fund. 


1.  Resolution  in  relation  to  certificates  of  Located 
Preachers.    Adopted. 

2.  Resolution  in  regard  to  the  faihire  of  a  preacher  to* 
try  members  in  certain  cases.     Adopted.. 

3.  Resolution  in  regard  to  the  record  of  reports  in  re-^ 
lation  to  the  trial  of  a  minister.  Read.  Brother  Sandford 
moved  tq,  amend  by  inserting  the  words  *'  or  on  file  as 
documents.'^ 

Brother  Steadman  moved  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the 
table.     Carried. 

Brother  Sandford  moved  to  lay  the  resolu^R  on  the 
table.     Lost. 
,  Brother  Cooper  moved  the  previous  question.     Caniedc^ 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 
'^'  4.  The  resolution  adverse  to  the  petition  from  New* 
York  in  relation  to  the  Itinerancy.     Read  and  adopted. 

5.  Resolution  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present; 

6.  Last  resolution  read  and  adopted. 

Whole  report,  except  the  resolution  laid  on  the  table^ 
adopted. 

The  report  of  the  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh Christian  Advocate  presented,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

The^  report  of  the  Conmiittee  on  the- Chartered  Fund 
taken  up. 

"  The  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  report  and 
communication  from  the  Chartered  Fund,  beg  leave  to- 
report  that  they  have  given  the  subject  a  full  investigation,, 
and  find  the  exhibit  of  its  fiscal  affiiirs  satisfactory,  pro- 
perly audited,  and  in  every  respect  in  such  a  state  as  to- 
give  every  assurance  of  the  strict  fidelity  with  which  the 
duties  of  the  trust  are  performed. 

*<  In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Charter,, 
the  Trustees  have  nominated  four  persons,  from  which 
number  it  will  devolve  upon  the  General  Conference  te 
elect  two  persons  to  fill  vacancies  occurring  in  the  board, 
aamely,  John  Whiteman  and  James  B.  Longacre,  one  of 
whom  to  be  chosen  to  fill  the  place  of  Rev.  Samuel  Har* 
vey,  deceased. 

''  Solomon  Townsend  and  Ephraim  Clark,  one  of  whom 
to  be  chosen  to  fill  the  place  of  Philip  Eisenbright,  removed. 

'*  The  Committee  respectfully  present  for  the  adoption 
of  the  Conference  the  following  :^- 
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**  Resolved,  That  an  election  for  two  Trustees  of  the 
Chartered  Fund  be  held  at  o'clock. 

«<  Resolved,  That  the  Trusfees  of  the  Chartered  Fimd 
be  authorized  to  apjdy  to  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania 
for  such  alterations  in  their  Charter  as  will  allow  the 
Board  to  fill  any  vacancy  or  vacancies  which  may  occur 
therein  during  the  interim  of  the  sessions  of  the  General 
Conference,  such  appointment  or  appointments  to  require 
confirmation  by  the  General  Conference  next  ensuing. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Trustees  be  authorized  to  apply 
to  the  Legislature  for  such  alterations  in  the  Charter  as 
will  allow  such  increase  in  the  amount  of  their  annual 
income  as  they  may  deem  advisable. 

^  Resolved,  That  the  condolence  of  the  General  Con- 
ference be  tendered  to  the  family  of  Rev.  Samuel  Har- 
vey, in  whose  death  the  Church,  and  society  at  large, 
have  lost  a  most  worthy  ornament,  and  by  which  event 
the  Chartered  Fund  has  lost  one  of  its  earliest  and  most 
faithful  officers,  whose  devotedness  to  its  interests  was 
not  only  evinced  in  the  services  he  rendered,  but  kk  the 
provision  of  his  will,  bequeathing  to  the  fund  the  sum  of 
one  thousand  dollars. 

**  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  General  Conference 
be  tendered  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  the  care  and 
fidelity  with  which  the  duties  of  the  trust  are  discharged. 

^*  Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  report  be  transmitted 
by  the  secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  that  a  cer- 
tificate of  the  election  of  such  persons  as  may  be  chosen 
to  fill  the  afore-mentioned  vacancies,  signed  by  one  of  the 
bishops  and  the  secretary,  be  also  sent  to  the  Board. 

"A.  Griffith,  Chairman.** 

Report  adopted. 

John  Whiteman  elected  Trustee  of  the  Chartered  Fund 
in  the  placid  of  Rev.  Samuel  Harvey,  deceased. 

Solomon  Townsend  also  elected  Trustee  of  the  Char- 
tered Fund  in  the  place  of  Philip  Eisenbright. 

T.  Spicer,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Arrangement  of 
the  Discipline,  presented  his  report. 

Voted  to  suspend  the  rule,  to  allow  of  direct  action 
upon  this  report 

J.  T.  Peck  moved  to  adopt  the  report,  subject  to  the 
review  of  a  committee  hereafter  to  be  appointed  to  edit 
the  publication  of  the  Discipline,  which  committee  shall 
have  power  to  make  any  changes  necessary  to  harmonize 
any  discrepancies  that  may  have  escaped  the  action  of  the 
committee  here.     Adopted. 

Voted  that  Tobiais  Spicer,  and  the  persons  who  shall  be 
elected  Editors  of  the  Quarterly  Reviewand  Christian  Advo- 
cate and  Joumal^be  said  committee  to  edit  the  Discijdine. 


MayiO. 
Report  of  Com. 
an    Chartered 
Fund. 


Rearrani 


learranaement 
of  Ducipline. 
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May  30. 
Report  of  Com- 
nuUee  on  Re- 
visal,  No.  5. 

First  item. 


Second  item. 


Third  item. 
Fourth  item. 
Fifth  item. 


PreWous  ques- 
tion. 


Report  of  Com. 
on  Revisal, 
No.  5. 


The  Committee  on  Revisal  reported,  No.  5. 

Voted  to  suspend  the  rules,  to  allow  of  immediate  ac- 
tion on  this  report. 

Ist  item,  so  amending  the  Discipline  as  to  make  the 
report  of  the  Estimating  Committee  subject  to  the  action  of 
the  Quarterly  Conference,  adopted. 

2d  item,  proposing  to  amend  the  Discipline,  so  as  to  make 
it  the  duty  of  Preachers  in  Charge  to  report  title  number 
of  members  and  probationers  separately. 

Brother  Power  moved  to  amend  the  report,  so  as  to 
make  it  the  duty  of  Preachers  in  Charge  to  report  the 
deaths  of  members  that  may  occur. 

On  motion  of  brother  Drummond,  the  previous  question 
was  ordered,  and  the  amendment  of  brother  Power 
failed. 

2d  item  was  adopted  as  reported. 

3d  item,  recommending  to  strike  out  quest.  G,  page  23, 
of  the  Discipline,  read  and  adopted. 

4th  item,  nonconcurring  in  the  suggestion  of  a  paper 
from  Baltimore. 

5th  item,  in  relation  to  the  trial  of  ministers. 

First  recommendation  of  this  item,  changiifg  the  title 
of  the  chapter,  adopted. 

Second  recommendation  adopted. 

Third  recommendation. 

Brother  Reddy  moved  to  amend,  by  adding,  "  with  such 
other  testimony  as  may  be  admitted."  Amendment 
adopted. 

The  recommendation  as  amended  adopted. 

Recommendation  in  regard  to  location  of  ministers. 
Brother  Sargent  moved  to  amend  so  as  to  make  a  vote  of 
two-thirds  necessary  to  locate. 

Moved  to  lay  this  amendment  on  the  table.     Lost. 

Moved  to  lay  this  item  of  the  report  on  the  table. 
Lost. 

On  motion  of  G.  Filmore,  the  previous  question  was 
ordered,  and  the  amendment  lost,  and  the  recommendation 
as  refiorted  was  adopted. 

Last  item  adopted. 

The  report,  as  amended,  is  as  follows : — 

"  The  Committee  on  Revisal  present  a  report  in  part, 
No.  5. 

"  1.  We  recommend  to  concur  with  the  resolution  of- 
fered by  brother  Spicer^  as  follows :  paragraph  5,  page 
181,  after  the  words,  *  stationed  with  them,'  add  the  fol- 
lowing words :  '  which  estimate  shall  be  subject  to  the 
action  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference.' 

^^2,  We  recommend  to  concur  in  the  resolution  pro- 
posing to  report  the  numbers  of  members  and  probationers 
AQparately,  as  folio w&:   an8W>er  9,  page  114,  after  the 
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words,  *  of  the  members,'  add,  *  and  of  the  probationers ;'       May  m. 
and  also  let  question  14,  page  25,  be  so  altered  as  to  read,  ^oi?R^^sa?T 
'  What  is  the  number  of  members  and  of  probationers  in    No.  5. 
society  V 

'*  3.  In  accordance  with  a  resolution  referred  to  us,  we 
recommend  to  strike  out  question  6,  page  23,  namely, 
'  Who  have  been  elected  by  the  suffrages  of  the  General 
Conference  to  exercise  the  Episcopal  office,  and  super- 
intend the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  America?' 
and  that  the  other  questions  be  numbered  accord- 
ingly. 

'*  4.  In  the  first  and  second  items  of  the  paper  from  a 
gentleman  in  Baltimore,  presented  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Collins, 
we  recommend  nonconcurrence.  The  third  item  is  pro- 
vided for  in  another  report. 

'^  5.  Having  considered  the  resolution  offered  by  bro- 
ther Brenton  in  regard  to  the  trial  of  ministers,  the  Com- 
mittee recommend  the  following  altera^ons  in  chapter  i, 
section  19,  naijiely:  (1)  To  alter  the  title  of  the  section, 
so  as  to  read,  <  Of  the  Method  of  proceeding  against  Ac- 
cused Traveling  Ministers  or  Preachers ;'  (2)  To  prefix 
to  answer  to  question  1,  the  words,  ^in  the  interval  of  the 
Annual  Conference ;'  (3)  To  add  after  the  words, '  face  to 
face,'  in  the  fifth  line  of  answer,  the  words,  *  and  cause  a 
correct  record  of  the  investigation  to  be  kept  and  trans- 
ihitted  to  the  Annual  Conference.'     They  recommend, 
moreover,  to  number  the  answer  to  question  1  as  answer  1 , 
and  to  add  as  a  second  answer  to  said  question,  after  the 
second  paragraph  on  page  68,  and  before  question  2,  the 
following  words :  *  If  the  charge  be  preferred  at  the  Con- 
ference, the  case  may  be  referred  to  a  committee  in  the 
presence  of  a  presiding  elder,  or  a  member  appointed  by 
the  Bishop  in  his  stead,  who  shall  cause  a  faithful  record 
of  the  proceedings  and  testimony  to  be  laid  before  the 
Conference,  on  which,  with  such  other  evidence  as  may 
be  admitted,  the  case  shall  be  decided.'     (4)  To  alter 
question  4  and  answer,  so  as  to  read,  *  Question  4.  What 
shall  be  done  when  a  traveling  minister  is  accused  of 
being  so  unacceptable,  inefiicient,  or  secular,  as  to  be  no 
longer  useful  in  his  work?     Answer.  The  Conference 
shall  investigate  the  case  ;  and  if  it  appear  that  the  com- 
pMnt  is  well  founded,  and  the  accused  will  not  volun- 
tarily retire,  the  Conference  may  locate  him  without  his 
consent'     (5)  To  alter  the  second  paragraph  on  page  70, 
from  the  first  to  the  ninth  line,  so  as  to  read, '  In  all  the 
above-mentioned  cases  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secre- 
,tary  of  the  Annual  Conference  carefully  to  preserve  the 
minutes  of  the  trial,  whether  taken  before  a  Committee  or 
before  the  Conference,  and  all  the  documents  relating  to 
the  case,  together  with  the  charge  with  which  the  accused 
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Mty  10.       is  charged,  and  the  specificaticm,  or  specifications ;'  then 
it  follows, '  which  minutes,'  &c. 

"  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

"  L.  Scott,  Chairman.'^ 


Com.  on  Pasto- 
ral Addiesa. 


The  Bishop  reported  the  Conunittee  to  draft  a  Pastoral 

Address  as  follows :  J.  Holdich,  S.  Comfort,  M.  Simpson, 

G.  Webber,  J,  F.  Wright,  W.  Hamilton,  Hooper  Crews. 

Com.  of  Esti-       Statement  of  salaries,  house  rent,  and  traveling  ex- 

E^tore     wA  penses,  of  Editors  and  Agents  at  New- York,  presented 

Agenu.  \yy  ^Q  Chair,  and,  being  read,  was  ordered  filed  among 

the  Conference  papers. 

A  statement  of  amounts  paid,  and  to  whom,  for  contri- 
butions to  the  Ladies' Repository,  and  for  manuscripts  at  the 
Western  Book  Concern,  from  1844  to  1848,  was  presented. 
Moved  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 
Motion  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  paper  ordered  on  file. 

A  paper  from  James  V.  Watson  referred  to  Committee 
on  the  Book  Concern. 

On  motion.  Conference  adjourned.  Prayer  by  brother 
Kinsley. 


Leave  of  ab- 
sence granted 
to  J.  C.  Smith. 
J.  Kerns,  and 
O.  C.  Baker. 


TUESDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  30. 

Conference  met  at  half-past  two  o'clock,  and  was 
opened  with  the  usual  religious  services  by  brother  Herr. 
Bishop  Hamline  in  the  chair. 

The  minutes  were  read.  Moved  to  suspend  the  general 
orders.     Carried. 

Voted  to  take  up  the  special  order. 

Voted  to  grant  brother  John  C.  Smith,  brother  John 
Kerns,  and  O.  C.  Baker,  leave  of  absence. 

A  motion  to  excuse  brother  Farrington  after  to-morrow 
failed. 

J.  B.  Finley  moved  the  following : — 

"  Resolved,  That  in  the  election  of  GRcneral  Confer- 
ence officers  the  following  order  be  observed : 
oidBrof election.  »i.  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal.  2.  Quarterly 
Review  and  books.  3.  Western  Christian  Advocate. 
4.  Ladies'  Repository.  5.  German  Apologist.  6.  Pkts* 
burgh  Christian  Advocate.  7.  Northern  Advocate. 
8.  Sunday  School  Advooate  and  books.  9.  First  Book 
Agent  at  New-York.  lOL  Sec<md  Bodk  Agent  at  New- 
York.  11.  FJxst  Book  Agent  at  Cincinnati.  12.  Second 
Book  Agent  at  Cincinnati  13.  Missionary  Secretary." 
Carried. 

Voted  to  appoint  three  tellers  who  shall  go  out  with  one 
of  the  Secretaries  and  count  the  votes. 

B.  Grifien,  J.  B.  Finley,  and  James  Porter,  were  ap- 
pointed tellers. 


Tellen. 
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Toted  tktt  brethren  be  permitted  to  Tunrnnate  candi*       Kayso. 
dates  ibr  General  Conference  officers  in  open  Conference. 

Voted  to  take  np  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Revi- 
sal,  No.  1. 

1  St  item  adopted.  3d  item  adopted.  4th  item  adopted, 
alter  smendineiit.  fith  item  laid  on  the  table.  6th  item 
taken  up  and  adopted. 

The  report  is  as  follows :-~ 

"  The  Committee  on  Revisal  beg  leave  to  report,  in  part,  *®p^  of  Com. 
the  following  alterations  in  the  Discipline  :*-*  Sib.  i.^"  * 

*'  1.  Chapter  i,  section  21,  answer  to  question  2,  after 
the  first  period  insert  the  words,  *  if  the  accused  refuse  or 
Defect  to  i^^pear  before  said  Committee,  he  may  be  tried 
in  his  absence.' 

*<2.  Chapter  i,  section  19,  answer  to  question  4,  after 
the  words, '  traveling  preachers,'  insert  the  words,  *  or  with 
having  neglected  his  work.' 

^  3.  Chapter  i,  section  19,  b6  to  alter  the  sentence  af^r 
the  word  '  suspend,'  as  to  make  it  read,  *  from  aU  ministe- 
rial servioes  and  church  privileges  until  the  ensuing  An- 
nual Conference.^ 

'*4.  Chapter  i,  section  21,  answer  to  question  1,  so 
alter  the  fifth  paragraph  in  the  answer,  as  to  make  it  read, 
*  Every  local  elder,  deacon,  ot  preacher,  shall  be  amenable 
to  the  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference  where  he  resides. 
He  ehall  have  his  name  recorded  on  the  journal  of  said 
Conference,  and  also  enrolled  on  a  class  paper,  and  meet 
in  class,  or,  in  neglect  of  either,  he  shall  not  be  permitted 
to  exercise  his  ministerial  office ;  and  when  a  preacher  is 
located  or  discontinued  by  an  Annual  Conference,  he  shall 
be  amenable  to  the  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference  of  the 
circuit  or  station  where  he  had  his  last  appointment.' 

"  5.  Chapter  i,  section  4,  answer  to  question  3,  strike 
out  answer  8. 

"6.  Strike  out  the  proviso  in  answer  to  question  ^, 
page  161. 

"  Georoe  Peck,  Chairman," 

Balloted  for  Editor  of  the  Christian  Advocate  and 
Journal.     The  tellers  returned  and  reported. 

Abel  Stevens  was  duly  elected  Editor  of  the  Christian 
Advocate  and  Journal. 

Balloted  for  Editor  of  the  Quarterly  Review,  and  the 
tellers  retired.    The  tellers  returned  and  reported. 

John  M'Clintock  was  duly  elected  Editor  of  the  Quar- 
terly Review. 

Balloted  for  Editor  of  the  Western  Christian  Advocate. 
Tbs  tellers  retired.    The  tellers  returned  and  reported. 

Matthew  Simpson  was  declared  duly  elected  Editor  of 
the  Western  Cl^istian  Advocate. 

14 


Abel  Stevens 
elected  Editor 
ofChr.Ady.aDd 
Journal. 


J.  ITCUntock 
elected  Editor 
of    Quarterly 

M.  Simpson 
elected  Editor 
of  West.  Cbr. 
Advocate. 
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Report  of  Com. 
on  ReTisal, 
No.  2. 


Bfayw.  Voted  to  recQnsider  and  suspend  the  oider  requiring 

the  ballot,  so  far  as  the  Editorship  of  the  Ladies'  Reposi- 
tory is  concerned,  there  being  but  one  candidate.*. 
B.F.Teiit  elect-       Benjamin  F.  Tefil  was  duly  elected  Editor  of  the  La- 
LidiS^'SepSJ  dies'  Repository. 

•itory.  Balloted  for  the  Editor  of  the  Pittsburgh  Christian 

Advocate. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Revisal  resumed, 
No.  2. 

First  item  adopted. 

Second  item  adopted. 

The  report  is  as  follows  : — 

The  Committee  on  Revisai  beg  leave  forther  to  report, 
in  part: 

"  The  committee  recommend  the  following  question  and 
answer  to  be  inserted  in  chap,  i,  sec.  19 : — 

" '  Quest,  3.  What  shall  be  done  when  a  member  of  an 
Annual  Conference  fails  in  business,  or  contracts  debts 
which  he  is  not  able  to  pay  ? 

*' '  Ans,  Let  the  presiding  elder  appoint  three  judicious 
members  of  the  Church  to  inspect  the  accounts,  contracts, 
and  circumstances,  of  the  supposed  delinquent ;  and  if,  in 
their  opinion,  he  has  behaved  dishonestly,  or  contracted 
debts  without  the  possibility  of  paying,  let  the  case  be 
disposed  of  according  to  the  answer  to  question  I  of  this 
section.'  And  that  the  two  questions  which  follow  be 
numbered  accordingly* 

"  Also  that  the  following  question  and  answer  be  added 
to  chap,  i,  sec.  21  : — 

*' '  Quest.  4.  What  shall  be  done  when  a  local  elder, 
deacon,  or  preacher,  fails  in  business,  or  contracts  debts 
which  he  is  not  able^  pay  ? 

^  *  Answ,  Let  the  preacher  in  charge  appoint  three  judi- 
cious members  of  the  Church  to  inspect  the  accounts, 
eoetracts,  and  circumstances,  of  the  supposed  delinquent ; 
and  if,  in  their  opinion,  he  has  behaved  dishonesty,  or 
contracted  debts  without  the  probability  of  paying,  let  the 
case  be  disposed  of  according  to  the  answer  to  question  2 
of  this  section.' 

*'  Respectfully  submitted, 

**  George  Peck,  Chairman," 

The  tellers  returned,  and  the  secretary  read  a  vote 
reading  William  Hunt.  Voted  that  the  vote,  be  not 
counted. 

William  Hunter  was  duly  elected  editor  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh Christian  Advocate. 

Voted  to  suspend  the  order  for  the  ballot,  to  vote  for 
editor  of  the  Christian  Apologist,  there  being  but  one 
candidate. 


Wm.  Hunter 
elected  Editor 
of  Pitts.  Chr. 
AdTocate. 
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William  Nast  was  duly  elected  editor  of  the  Christian 
Apologist. 

William  Hosmer  was  elected  editor  of  the  Northern 
Christian  Adrocate. 

Daniel  P.  Kidder  was  duly  elected  editor  of  the  Sun- 
day-School Advocate  and  books. 

The  order  for  the  ballot  was  dispensed  with  in  the  last 
two  cases. 

Balloted  for  first  Book  Agent  at  New- York,  and  the 
tellers  retired. 

The  Report  of  Committee  on  Revisal,  No. -3,  introduced. 
First  item  read. 

The  tellers  returned  and  reported. 
George  Lane  was  duly  elected  first  Book  Agent  at  New- 
York. 

Balloted  for  second  Book  Agent  at  New- York,  and  the 
tellers  retired. 

Brother  Snyder  moved  to  recommit  the  &nit  item  of  the 
report,  with  instructions  to  report  some  provisions  for  the 
board  of  unmarried  preachers.  The  whole  subject  was 
indefinitely  postponed. 

The  third  item  of  &e  report  was  read  and  adopted,  as 
follows  : — 

"Strike  out  of  the  Discipline  the  2d  answer,  in  23d 
section,  viz  :  '  Let  no  person  that  is  not  a  member  of  our 
Church  be  admitted  to  the  communion  without  examina- 
tion, and  some  token  given  by  an  elder  or  deacon.' " 
Fourth  item  of  the  report  taken  up. 
The  tellers  returned  and  reported. 
Levi  Scott  was  duly  elected  assistant  Book  Agent  at 
New-York. 

Balloted  for  first  Book  Agent  at  Cincinnati.  The  tellers 
retired. 

Moved  to  strike  out  the  words  from  the  pending  report, 
*'  the  congregation  standing,"  and  all  after  it.  The  whole 
subject  laid  on  the  table. 

The  tellers  returned  and  reported. 
l!evi  Swormstedt  was  duly  elected  first  Book  Agent  at 
Cincinnati. 

Balloted  for  second  Book  Agent  at  Cincinnati.  The 
tellers  retired. 

Fifth  item  of  the  report  taken  up.  -The  previous  ques- 
tion was  ordered.  The  item  was  adopted.  It  reads  as 
follows : — 

"  To  alter  chap,  i,  sec.  9,  p.  41,  second  paragraph  of 
the  page,  4th  line,  by  striking  out  the  word  '  two,'  and 
inserting  *  four.' " 

The  tellers  returned,  and  reported  John  H.  Power  duly 
elected  assistant  Book  Agent  at  Cincinnati. 
Balloted  for  Missionary  Secretary,  and  tellers  retired. 


May  so. 

W.  Nast  elected 
Editor  of  Chr. 
Apologist. 

Wm.  Hosmer 
elected  Ed.  of 
Nor.  Chr.  Ady. 

D.  P.  Kidder 
elected  Ed.  of 
^.  S.  Advocate. 


6.  Lane  elected 
first  Book  Ag*t. 
at  N.  Y. 


Report  oT  Com. 
on  RevisaL 
No.  3. 

First  item  post- 
poned, f 

Third     item 
adopted. 


L.  Scott  elected 
secooid  Book 
Agent  at  N.  Y. 


Fourth  item  laid 
on  table. 


L.  Swormstedt 
elected  first 
Book  Agent  at 
Cin.,  Ohio. 


John  H.  Power 
elected  second 
Book  Agent  at 
Gin.,  Ohio. 
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Mario. 

Dr  .Bond  to  have 

acceM  to  the 

journals,  Ac. 


Com.  on  £zp. 

ofDeleg.rep'd. 

Report  adopted. 

Report  of  Com. 
en  Revital, 

No.  4. 


CoQrse.of  Study 
for  Local  Pr's. 


C.  Pitman  elect- 
ed Cor.  Sec.  of 
Miss.  Society. 


The  report  of  the  Revisal  Comoktee  laid  on  die  taMe. 

Voted  to  give  Dr.  Bond  access  to  the  General  Confer- 
ence  joamals  and  p^ers,  to  aasiat  him  in  preparing  a 
literary  work. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Expenses  of  De- 
legates was  presented  by  brother  Jewett.  Voted  to  adopt 
the  report. 

Fourth  report  of  the  Committee  on  Revisal  taken  np. 

First  item  adopted. 

Second  item  laid  on  the  table. 

Third  item  adopted,  as  fioUows  :-— 

'*  To  amend  the  certificate  of  membership,  by  sinking 
out  *  our/  and  inserting  *  Methodist  Episcopsd.*  ^ 

Fourth  item  adoptee^  as  follows : — 

*<  Change  chap,  ii,  sec.  7,  fifth  paragraph,  by  striking 
out '  proper  trial/  and  inserting  *  satisfactory  reformation.'  ^ 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Course  of  Study  for 
Local  Preachers  taken  up. 

Brother  Barger  being  absent  when  the  vote  was  cast  for 
Missionary  Secretary,  moved  that  he  have  leave  to  go  out 
and  vote.     Lost. 

Moved  to  lay  all  the  report,  excepting  that  part  propos- 
ing amendments  in  the  Discipline,  on  the  table.    Carried. 

The  tellers  returned  and  reported. 

Charles  Pitman  was  duly  elected  Missionary  Sec- 
retary. 

On  motion,  Conference  adjourned. 

Benediction  by  Brother  Sandford. 


May  11. 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  31. 


The  Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened 
with  the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother  Round^. 

Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read. 

Order  of  the  day  suspended  to  recur  to  memorials. 
Memorials,  4tc.       Bishop   Hedding  presented  a  memorial    from    local 
preachers  of  Oneida  Conference.     Laid  on  the  table. 

By  the  same,  the  petition  of  H.  C.  Tilton.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Bishop  Janes  presented  a  letter  from  J.  W.  While,  re- 
lative to  alterations  in  the  Discipline.  Laid  on  the 
table. 

By  the  same,  a  letter  from  A .  Milhice.    Laid  on  the  table. 

Voted  to  take  up  the  order  of  the  day. 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  reported  :-^ 

1st  resolution.  Moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  *' inex- 
pedient," and  inserting  "expedient."  This  amendment 
was  lost,  and  the  first  item  vfis  laid  on  the  table. 

2d  resolution  adopted. 


Report  of  Com, 
on  Book  Con- 
cern. 


Jmutnal  of  Omufoi  Comfintmoe^  1848.  1Q9 

3d  resdnlscMi,  relstive   to.  the  snbseriplioa  priea  of      lOtr^ 
ChriBtian  Advocate  and  Journal    Brother  Massey  offered  ^^^^  q^: 
a.  subethiite,  viz.,  that  our  Book  Agents  at  New-Tork,  and    cem. 
Editor  of  the  Christian  Advocate  aind  Journal^  and  Book 
Agents  at  Cincinnati,  and  Editor  of  Western  Christian 
Advocate,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  to  take  mea- 
sures to  ascertain,  as  speedily  as  possible,  whether  a  suf- 
ficient number  of  subscribers  can  be  obtained  to  justify 
their   furnishing   that  paper    for    one  dollar  per   year, 
always  in  advance  ;  and  if  they  can,  to  reduce  the  paper*, 
for  the  ensuing  volume^  to  that  prices     Motion  to  lay  cm. 
the  table  prevailed. 

4th  resolution,  relative  to  the.  sale  [of  some  properqr, 
adopted. 

5th  resolution,  relative  to  sabbath^schooL  depositories,    . 
adopted. 

6th  resolution,  relative  ta  the  continuance  of  Sunday 
School  Advocate,  adopted. 

7th  resolution,  relative  to  revising  Catechism, 
adopted. 

8th  resolution,  relative  to  advertisementa  in  the  Quar- 
terly Review,  aadopted. 

9th  resolution,  relative  to  the  Quarterly  being  made 
more  practical,  adopted. 

10th  resolution,  relative  to  an  alteration  in  Discipline. 
Rule  suspended,  and  the  resolution  adapted. 

11th  resolution,  relative  to  advertisements  in  the 
Christian  Advocate  and  Journal.  Amendment  offered, 
'<  if  the  subscription  be  reduced.^  The  amendment 
adopted. 

'  12th  resolution,  relative  to  the  form  of  the  paper. 
Brother  Finley  offered  to  amend  by  striking  out  "  inex- 
pedient," and  inserting  "  expedient."    Amendment  lost. 

Order  suspended  to  hear  a  letter  from  Bishop  Soule, 
requesting  a  copy  of  all  recorded  on  the  journals  in  rGifer«> 
ence  to  his  case. 

"RfivsasND  AND  Dear  Brethriin»— *If  your  joumala  'JJS^^'**™^- 
contain  any  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Conference^ 
in  reference  to  my  communication  to  your  bodyi  I  respect- 
fuUy  request  a  copy  of  such  record. 

,  '*  I  received  from  your  secretary  a  copy  of  a  resolution 
passed  by  the  Conference  in  the  words  following: — 
'  Resolved  by  the  delegates,  &c.,  That  thjey  have  no  juris- 
diction over  the  Rev.  Bishop  Soule,  and  can  exercise  no 
ecclesiastical  authority  over  him.'  But  as  this  resolution 
makes  no  reference  to  my  comoumication,  I  have  no  official 
assurance  of  its  reception,  or  of  any  action  of  the  Confer- 
ence in  reference  to  it. 

<'  You  will  confer  a  special  fft?or  by  furnishing  mo  with 
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Mty  ti.       a  copy  of  all  recorded  on  the  journal  in  refermice  to  the 
case.  Very  respectfully, 

"  Joshua  S^ule. 
"  Pittsburgh,  May  31*/,  1848." 

The  secretary  was  ordered  to  give  such  extract. 

Resumed  the  report  of  the  Book  Committee.  The  re. 
solution  was  adopted, 
neport  of  Com.  13th  resolution,  relative  to  discounts.  Brother  Holmes 
^T^^  ^^  mored  to  strike  out "  15  per  cent.,"  and  insert  "  20  per 
cent."  Moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by  striking  out 
'<  20  per  cent,"  and  inserting  "  10  per  cent."  Call  for 
the  previous  question.  The  resolution  was  adopted.  A 
motion  to  lay  this  report  on  the  table  prevailed. 

14th  resolution,  relative  to  the  prices  of  Bibles  and 
Testaments,  adopted. 

15th  resolution,  relative  to  discounts  to  wholesale  pur- 
chasers^  adopted. 

16dx  resolution,  relative  to  real  estate.  A  substitute 
was  offered  byi)rother  Collins. 

17th  resolution,  to  add  to  sec.  4,  chap,  i,  page  27,  in  the 
Discipline, "  and  an  agent  for  the  German  publishing  fimd.^ 

18th  resolution,  relative  to  claim  on  M.  R.  Hopkins, 
adopted. 

19th  resolution,  relative  to  depository  in  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  adopted. 

20th  resolution,  relative  to  claims  of  widows,  orphans, 
and  superannuated  preachers,  in  the  bounds  of  the  Church, 
South.  Brother  Akers  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
'*  inexpedient,"  and  inserting  **  expedient."  This  resolu- 
tion was  laid  on  the  table. 

21  St  resolution,  relative  to  Pittsburgh  Christian  Ad- 
vocate, adopted. 

22d  resolution,  relative  to  payment  of  dues  by  Pitts- 
burgh Christian  Advocate,  adopted. 

23d  resolution,  relative  to  changing  the  Discipline, 
so  as  to  add  to  sec.  8,  paragraph  29,  page  201,  *'or  ma- 
nuscripts," after  the  word  *'  books."  This  resolution  wa$ 
laid  on  the  table. 

24$h  resolution,  relative  to  cost  of  the  Quarterly  Re- 
view for  the  last  four  years,  laid  on  the  table. 

25th,  containing  three  resolutions. 

Moved  to  take  up  the  report  of  Book  Committee,  No.  2. 

Voted,  that  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  to  meet  again 
at  half-past  two  o'clock. 

1  St  resolution,  relative  to  appointment  of  Book  Com- 
mittee at  New- York,  adopted. 

2d  resdution,  relative  to  Book  Committee  at  Cincinnati. 
Brother  Herr  moved  to  amend  by  adding,  one  from  Ohio, 
N.  Ohio,  Indiana,  N.  Indiana,  Illinois,  Rock  River,  Mi- 
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cbigai),  and  that  the  annual  conferences  appoint  them.       MatSI. 
Liaid  on  the  table. 

Brother  Brenton  moved  to  strike  out ''  seyen,"  and  in- 
sert «<  five ;"  one  from  Ohio,  N.  Ohio,  Indiana,  N.  Indiana, 
and  Illinois.  The  session  was  by  vote  lengthened  ten 
minutes. 

Brother  Shaw  asked  leave  of  absence  for  brother  Brown.  Biotbezs  Brown 
Granted.  Also  for  himself,  to  accompany  brother  Brown,  ^ted  ?m 
who  is  sick.    Granted.  '  <>f«^ 


Brother  Drummond  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  of 
the  pending  resolution,  by  striking  out  Illinois  and  inseit- 
ing  Pittsburgh.     Lost. 

Brother  Brenton's  amendment  lost. 

The  2d  resolution  was  adopted. 

3d  resolution,  relative  to  a  change  of  17th  paragraph, 
2d  section,  page  197,  to  add  East  Genesee  after  Gene- 
see, and  the  words  **  to  be  chosen  annually." 

4th  resolution,  relative  to  a  change  in  chap,  i,  sec.  4, 
2d  answer  to  question  3,  there  be  added  after  Cincinnati, 
*'  at  Auburn  and  Pittsburgh." 

Brother  Cartwright  offered  the  following  resolution : —     ^!?£St»   ^*^' 

'^  That  the  superannuated  ministers,  their  widows  and  uSSoo. '  ^^^ 
children,  adhering  to  the  M.  £.  Church,  south  of  the  line 
supposed  to  have  been  fixed  by  the  so-called  Plan  of 
Separation,  receive  their  pro  rata  share  of  the  dividend  of 
the  Book  Concern  and  Chartered  Fund  for  the  four  years 
past,  they  furnishing  proper  vouchers  of  their  relation  to 
said  Church." 

By  motion,  adjourned. 

Benediction  by  Bishop  Hedding. 

WEDNESDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  31. 

Conference  met  at  half-past  two  o'clock,  and  was  opened  ' 
with  the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother  Chandler. 

Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read. 

A  motion  was  made  to  suspend,  the  rules  of  order,  and  "^^^^^^J^^ 
carried. 

Took  up  the  business  on  which  we  adjourned.     By  Brother    Cart- 
motion,  brother's  Cartwright's  res<^ution  was  laid  on  the    'H'^^'*  .'^^ 

, ,       '  ^  lation  laid  on 

table.  taUe. 

The  following  resolutions  were  offered^  as  part  of  the 
report  of  the  Book  Concern : —  . 

26th  resoluticHi,   relative   to    the    transfer  of   Zion's  Report  cm  Bo(dL 
Herald,  adopted. 

27th  resolutiop,  relative  to  the  appointment  of  Editor 
and  publishing  committee  for  said  paper,  adopted. 

28th  resolution,  relative  to  the  relinquishment  of  a 
claim  against  C.  A.  Smith,  adopted. 


Concern  taken 
up. 
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Mky'si.  2Mi  resolattoB,  relative  to  a  ehdm    agaimt  H.  C. 

Tilton,  to  be  referred  to  Agents  at  New* York,  to  be  set- 
lied  St  their  discretion,  ad(4)ted. 

The  preanfais  sead,  one  anendflient  made,  and  the 
preamble  adopted,  and  the  whole  report  (exc^t  the  paxtB 
laid  on  the  table)  adopted. 

The  report  is  as  Hollows  v-r- 

-•(  The  Commitlee  on  the  Book  Conceni  beg  leave  io  sub^ 
Repcgof Con.  mit  their  final  report. 

cSr^  ^'"'  ^'  The  committee  hare  oarefidly  examined  the  Reports 
•of  the  Book  Agenu  at  New- York  and  Cincinnati,  and  the 
various  communications  referred  to  them,  and  present,  as 
the  result  of  their  delibezatioiis,  ^e  reeohitioiis  loomiected 
with  this  report. 

**X  nomber  of  propositions  in  regard  to  the  price  of  our 
books,  the  best  means  to  be  adopted  to  increase  their  cir- 
culation ;  the  propriety  of  reducing  the  price  of  the  Chris- 
tian Advocate  and  Journal  at  New* York  to  $1  00  per 
annum;  and  the  estsblishment  of  depositories;  was 
before  the  committee,  and  fully  •discussed.  The  con- 
clusions to  which  the  committee  have  come  are  believed 
to  be  the  best  w^ch  imder  all  the  ciscmnstences  could  be 
vvrived  at.     . 

^  In  the  report  of  the  Book  Conmiittee  at  New- York  the 
'General  Conference  is  requested  to  decide  the  question 
i«dietfaer  Editors  should  be  allowed  additional  compensa- 
tion £»  litessry  productions. 

"  After  investigating  this  point,  your  committee  are  of 
opinion  that  the  talents  and  time  of  Editors  as  well  as 
Agent9  ought  to  be  devoted  enduswdy  to  the  duties  of  their 
office. 

"  The  attention  of  the  committee  was  called  to  the  large 
amounts  paid  for  the  traveling  expenses  of  Editors  the  four 
'   ysgt  ysffire ;  the  :aetion  in  regard  to  ^hich  wiil  be  found 
bedow. 

"  Your  committee  had  no  report  irom  the  depository  in 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  nor  from  the  paperin  that  place ; 
'4MAr  from  the  papers  at  Richmond,  Virginia,  and  Nashville, 
Tennessee ;  and  consequently  took  no  action  in  regard  to 

'^After  a  patient  consideration  of  all  ihe matters  submitted 
tothem,youroommittee recommend  the followingresolutions 
:to  adoption  by  the  General  Conf^^enoe  >*-» 

"  1st.  Resolved,  &c.,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  pub- 
ilah  a  periodical  for  sermons  of  living  ministers.  Not 
adopted* 

"2d,  Resolved,  dn;.,Thatthettaveli«giSsp0nseaof Edi- 
tors ou|^  toimslude  £Wi2y  those  growing  oat:ef  their  moving 
to  the  place  of  their  appointment,  and  the  necessary  ex- 
penses incurred  in  their  going  to  andTetmning  from  the 


Jeumai  of  General  Conference^  1848  1 13 

annual  sessions  of  the  Conferences  of  which  they  are  mem-       May  3i. 
bers."  Adopted.  "S^*^": 

"  3d.  Resolved,  &c.,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  alter  the    oon. 
terms  of  pabHcation  of  the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal 
at  New- York."     Laid  on  the  table. 

"4th.  Resolved,  &c.,  That  the  Agents  at  New-York  be, 
and  they  axe  hereby,  audiorized  to  dispose  of  the  four  houses 
on  Crosby-street,  whenever  an  advantageous  opportunity 
may  offer;  and,  with  the  advice  of  the  Book  Committee,  erect 
other  houses  on  a  part  of  the  lots  recently  purchased  on 
Mulberry-street:  provided  that  new  buildings  can  be  erect- 
ed without  materially  increasing  the  expenses  of  the  Con- 
cern." Adopted. 

"  5th.  Resolved,  &c.,  That  the  Agents,  if  they  deem  it  ad- 
visable, be  authorized  to  establish  one  or  more  sabbath- 
school  depositories  in  each  Annual  Conference  that  may 
provide  for  such  depositories,  and  under  such  regulations  as 
the  Agents,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Book  Committee, 
shall  approve."  Adopted. 

'*6th.  Resolved,  &c.,  That  the  Sunday  School  Advocate 
as  it  is  be  continued."     Adopted. 

^'  7th.  Resolved,  ^.,  That  our  standard  Catechisms  be 
revised  by  the  Editor  of  our  Sunday-School  Books,under  the 
supervision  of  the  Book  Committee  at  New- York."  Adopted. 

"  8th.  Resolved,  d&c,  That  it  is  expedient  to  insert  adver* 
tisements  in  the  Quarterly  Review  to  an  extent  not  to  in- 
crease the  postage  thereon."    Adopted. 

*'9th.  Resolved,  &c.,  That  while  we  highly  prize  the 
Quarterly  Review  in  its  present  character,  it  is  our  firm 
convic.tion  that  were  it  made  more  practical  it  would  be 
more  popular  and  useful."     Adopted. 

**  10th.  Resolved,  &c..  That  we  recommend  the  following 
addition  to  the*  Discipline,  before  the  proviso  in  the  sevenths 
paragraph  of  section  8,  part  2 :  '  And  the  Agents  at  New- 
York  shall  fill  the  orders  for4he  Agents  at  Cincinnati  for  the 
plates  of  such  book  or  tract ;  and  when  the  Agents  at  New- 
York  are  about  to  issue  any  new  work  of  less  than  seven  hun- 
dred pages,  they  shall,  when  practicable,  give  notice  to  the 
Agents  at  Cincinnati,  and  furnish,  if  ordered  by  them,  dupli* 
cate  plates,  which  with  the  aboveshall  be  at  cost."  Adopted. 

"11th.  Resolved,  &c.,  That  the  General  Conference  per* 
rait  advertisements  to  a  limited  extent  in  the  Christian  Advo* 
cates,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Agents  and  Book  and  Publish'^ 
ing  Committees,  if  the  price  should  be  reduced.'"    Adopted. 

'*12th.  Resolved,  &c..  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  altef 
the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal  to  the  quarto  form'.'* 
Adopted. 

''  13th.  Resolved,  ^c.  That  a  dedluction  of  15  per  cent, 
on  an  average  be  made  on  the  retail  prices  of  the  books  of 
the  General  Catalogue ;  and  that  the  discount  to  preachers  on 
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May  31.       the  books,  (with  the  exception  of  Biblea  and  Teetaments,) 
^mTBTOk  ^-  ^®'  ^^^  ^^^  purchases  30  per  cent. ;  on  credit,  20  per  cent.*' 
cern.:  Adopted. 

'<  14th.  Resolved,  &,c.,  That  the  price  of  Bibles  and  Tes- 
taments, with  the  discount  thereon,  be  left  to  the  discretion 
of  the  Agents  at  New-York  and  Cincinnati."    Adc^ted. 

'*  15th.  Resolved,  ^c,  That  the  discount  to  wholesale 
purchasers  of  ofa  books  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Book 
Agents."    Adopted. 

"16th.  Resolved,  &c..  That  it  b  the  sense  of  this  Gene- 
ral Conference,  that  the  Agents  at  New- York  and  Cincin- 
nati purchase  no  additional  real  estate  in  New- York  or  Cin- 
cinnati, but  such  as  is  indispensably  necessary  to  carry  on 
advantageously  the  Book  Concern."    Adopted. 

*'17th.  Resolved,  &c.,  That  the  Bishops  be  allowed  to 
appoint  an  agent  or  agents  for  the  German  publishing 
fund,  when  requested  to  do  so  by  an  Annual  Conference." 
Adopted. 

"  18th.  Resolved,  <&c..  That  so  much  of  the  debt  of  M.  R. 
Hopkins  as  is  due  to  the  Concern  at  New- York  be  referred 
to  the  Book  Agents  at  New-York  for  settlement  at  their  dis- 
cretion."   Adopted. 

<'  19th.  Resolved,  <Stc.,  That  the  Agents  at  New-York  be 
authorized  to  close  up  or  continue  the  depository  at  Charles- 
ton, South  Carolina,  at  their  discretion."    Adopted. 

"20th.  Resolved,  &c..  That;  in  view  of  the  action  taken 
by  the  General  Conference  in  regard  to  the  settlement  of  the 
property  question,  on  the  28th  inst.,  it  is  inexpedient  to  take 
any  action  on  the  subject  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
traveling  preachers  of  the  Church  South,  as  suggested  in  the 
resolution  offered  by  P.  Akers  and  N.  Rounds."  Laid  on 
the  table. 

"  21st.  Resolved,  &c.,  That  the  General  Conference 
have  learned  with  great  satisfaction  the  flourishing  con- 
dition of  the  Pittsburgh  Christian  Advocate,  as  presented 
in  the  statement  of  the  Publishing  Committee,  and  that 
the  Conference  approve  the  method  adopted  to  increase 
the  circulation  of  that  paper."    Adopted. 

"  22d.  Resolved,  &c..  That  the  indebtedness  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh Christian  Advocate  to  the  depository  in  this  city, 
amounting  to  some  $1,400,  be  divided  into  installments, 
and  paid  so  as  not  to  embanass  the  paper."     Adopted. 

"  23d.  Resolved,  &c..  That  the  Discipline,  part  2,  sec- 
tion 8,  paragraph  29,  page  201,  be  so  altered  as  to  intro- 
duce 'or  manuscripts,'  after  the  word  '  books.' "  Laid  on 
the  table. 

"  24th.  Resolved,  <&c.,  That,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Ge- 
neral Conference,  the  contents  of  the  Quarterly  Review 
have  cost  too  much  during  the  past  four  years,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  so  large  a  portion  of  the  articles  which  have 
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appeared  in  it  were  paid  for ;  and  the  editor  is  hereby  di-       Maysi. 
rected  to  lessen  the  expenditures  in  this  particular  for  the  ^jfP°jJ,JJ  ^^, 
future."    Laid  on  the  table.  ^  com. 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  report  further,  in 
part,  as  follows  : — 

"  25th'  Resolved,  &c.,  That  the  Discipline,  part  2,  sec.  • 

8,  paragraph  5,  page  193,  be  so  changed  as  to  read  as 
follows : — 

'' '  The  Book  Committee  at  New- York  shall  consist  of 
seven  traveling  ministers,  to  be  chosen  by  the  General 
Conference.  During  the  intervals  of  the  General  Con-  . 
ference,  they  shall  have  power  to  fill  any  vacancy  that 
may  occur  in  their  own  body.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Book  Committee  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the 
Book  Concern,  to  inspect  the  accounts  of  the  Agents,  and 
make  a  report  thereof  yearly  to  all  the  Annual  Conferen- 
ces and  to  the  General  Conference.'  The  remaining 
part  of  the  paragraph  to  remain  as  it  is. 

"  26th.  Resolved,  &c.,  That  the  13th  paragraph  of  same 
section,  page  196,  be  so  changed  as  to  read  as  follows  : — 
"  *  The  Book  Committee  of  this  department  of  the  Book 
Concern  shall  consist  of  seven  traveling  ministers,  to  be 
chosen  by  the  General  Conference,  whose  powers,'  &c., 
and  then  read  the  balance  of  the  paragraph  as  it  is. 

"27th.  Resolved,  &c.,  That  there  be  added  to  the  17th 
paragraph,  same  section,  page  197,  *  East  Genesee,' 
after  *  Genesee,'  and  the  words,  *  to  be  chosen  an- 
nually.' 

"28th.  Resolved,  &c.,  That  in  chap,  i,  sec.  4,  second 
answer  to  question  3,  there  be  added  after  *  Cincinnati,'  *  at 
Auburn  and  Pittsburgh.' 

"29th.  Resolved,  <fec.,  That  the  Book  Agents,  at  New- 
York  be,  and  hereby  are,  authorized  to  negotiate  with  the 
proprietors  of  Zion's  Herald  for  the  transfer  of  that  paper 
to  the  General  Conference,  on  such  terms  as  said  Book 
Agents  may  judge  expedient  and  the  Book  Committee  at 
New- York  shall  approve."    Adopted. 

"  30th.  Resolved,  &c.,  That  in  case  the  above-mentioned 
negotiation  is  effected,  the  Conferences  pledged  to  patro- 
nize said  paper,  shall  have  power  to  appoint  a  Publishing 
Committee  of  twelve  persons,  half  of  whom  shall  consist 
of  members  of  the  present  publishing  association;  and 
that  said  committee  shall  have  power  to  appoint  an  editor 
until  the  next  session  of  the  General  Conference." 
Adopted. 

"31st.  Resolved,  &c.,  That  the  Agents  at  New-York 
be  directed  to  remit  the  claim  of  the  Book  Concern  against 
the  estate  of  the  late  Clarke  A.  Smith,  deceased." 
Adopted. 

"  32d.  Resolved,  &c.,  That  the  claim  of  the  Book  Con- 
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May  SI.       cem  against  H.  C.  Tilton  be  referred  to  the  Agents  at 
New-York  for  settlement  at  their  discretion. "  Adopted. 
'*  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.    In  behalf  of  the 
Committee, 

"J.  A.  Collins,  Chairman. 
**  PiUshurgh,  May  27, 1848." 

A  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  to  take  up  the  appeal  of 
J.  seiieck's  £.  J.  Selleck  prevailed. 

The  letter  of  E.  J.  Selleck  was  read. 

A  motion  to  admit  the  appeal  of  E.  J.  Selleck  pre- 
vailed. 

Brother  Pilcher  appearing  in  behalf  of  the  appellant, 
taking  three  exceptions  to  the  proceedings  in  this  case, 
brother  Carlton  replied  in  a  few  words. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote,  admitting  the  appeal, 
prevailed.     The  motion  to  admit  the  appeal  was  lost. 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  presented 
the  following  reports.  Report  No.  5  was  adopted,  and  is 
as  follows : — 

**  Your  Committee  have  had  under  their  consideration 
the  various  claims  referred  to  them,  and  recommend  to 
the  General  Conference  the  adoption  of  the  following  re- 
solutions : — 

"  1.  Resolved,  That  while  this  Conference  deeply  sym- 
pathizes with  those  who  have  been  deprived  of  their 
houses  of  worship,  in  various  places,  under  the  operation 
of  the  so-called  Plan  of  Separation  ;  yet  there  is  no  power 
to  draw  upon  the  funds  of  the  Book  Concern'  to  indemnify 
them  for  their  losses.  Nevertheless,  all  such  claims  will 
be  duly  considered  and  urged  in  the  final  adjustment  of 
the  alledged  claims  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  should  such  adjustment  take  place. 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  this  Conference  has  no  power  to 
draw  upon  the  funds  of  the  Book  Concern  to  meet  any 
claims  which  any  of  our  local  brethren  in  Arkansas,  as 
set  forth  in  some  petitions,  may  have,  for  services  ren- 
dered to  the  Church. 

^'3.  Resolved,  That  the  Annual  Conferences,  within 
whose  bounds  any  traveling  minister  may  reside,  who 
have  suffered  from  the  Plan  of  Separation,  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  authorized,  to  examine  and  determine  the  na- 
ture and  amouDt  of  said  claims ;  and  make  such  arrange- 
ment for  their  settlement,  through  their  boards  of  stewards 
and  their  mission  committees,  as  they  may  judge  best. 
*'  Respectfully  submitted, 

"  Geo.  Peck,  Chairman'' 


Report  No.  6  was   adopted.     The  report  is 
lows : — 


as  fd' 
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"  The  Committee  on  the  State  of  tbe  Chmrch  beg  lelEiye       May  si. 
further  to  report,  in  part,  as  follows :—  *®pS?*°^^??" 

,,   ,  *t  f         t         t  /.  ..  on  State  of  the 

*'  Among  the  papers  referred  to  them  for  examination,  chnrch,  No.  6. 
they  find  memorials  from  different  places  in  the  slave- 
holding  states,  praying  for  recognition  as  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  for  ministers  to  be  sent  to 
•  them  for  the  organization  of  Conferences,  districts,  <Sz;c., 
which  memorials  are  signed,  in  all,  by  two  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  thirty-fiva  persons. 

*'  In  regard  to  these  memorials  we  recommend  for 
adoption  the  following : — 

'^  Resolved,  That  we  recognize  all  persons  in  these 
United  States,  who  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  in  1844,  who  have  not  been  separated  from 
said  Church  by  withdrawal  or  expulsion,  according  to 
Discipline,  and  who  express  a  desire  to  be  recognized,  as 
'still  under  our  care  and  jurisdiction  as  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  that  we  regard  it  as 
our  duty,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  supply  all  such  with  the 
preaching  and  ordinances  of  the  gospeL 

"  George  Peck,  Chairman,^ 

The  secretary  was  ordered  to  give  Dr.  Akers  a  copy  of  Thesec.ordered 
the  above  report.  AkeiS^a  coi^ 

Report  No.  7,  in  relation  to  St.  Louis  and  Maysville    ^  *J^«  **^*» 
difficulties,  was  adopted,  and  reads  as  follows  :— 

"  Whereas  the  Plan  of  Separation,  as  it  is  called,  passed  Report  of  Com. 
by  the  General  Conference  of  1844,  has,  in  its  operations,    ch^dif  No!r 
deprived  a  large  number  of  ihe  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  situated  in  the  state  of  Missouri,  of  the 
ministry  and  the  privileges  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  during  the  last  three  years  : 

*'  And  whereas  this  portion  of  the  Church  has  also  been 
deprived  of  their  houses  of  worship,  from  the  same  cause, 
greatly  to  their  pecuniary  injury ;  and  whereas  one  so- 
ciety in  St.  Louis  has,  at  great  expense  for  them,  erected 
a  new  house  of  worship,  for  which,  after  having  entirely 
exhausted  their  means,  they  are  considerably  in  debt  for 
it ;  and  two  other  societies,  in  the  same  city,  have  com- 
menced suits  to  obtain  their  houses  by  law ;  for  which 
object  it  is  necessary  to 'have  means  successfully  to  pro- 
secute said  suits  to  a  final  decision ;  and  in  other  places 
they  are  destitute  of  sufficient  means  to  build  new  houses 
to  worship  God  in :  therefore  be  it 

'*  Resolved,  by  this  General  Conference,  1.  That  the 
societies  belonging  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
the  city  of  St.  Louis,  and  in  the  town  of  Hannibal,  all  in 
the  state  of  Missouri,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized 
to  appoint  an  agent  to  travel  and  solicit  aid  from  the 
Church,  for  the  purpose?  of  their  relief  from  their  peeu- 
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BiuM.       maiy  embanraMineBts,  and  the  ministry  and  member- 
*o?Stote  o^X  ®^*P  °^  ^®  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  are  requested  to 
Church,  No.  7.  render  to  said  agent  all  the  aid  and  facilities  in  their  power 
to  accomplish  this  object. 

"  Resolved,  2.  That  the  sereral  Annual  Conferences  be 
requested  to  take  such  measures  to  assist  the  brethren  in 
those  {daces  as  they,  in  their  wisdom,  may  see  proper. 

'<  Resolved,  3.  That  the  petitions  of  brother  J.  Arm- 
strong and  brother  Savage  be  referred  to  the  Ohio  Annual 
Conference,  to  adopt  such  measures  as  they  may  deem 
proper  to  assist  said  brethren, 

^  Respectfully  submitted, 

"  George  Peck,  Chairman.^ 

Report  No.  8,  relating  to  the  Brooklyn  Church  case, 
was  adopted.     It  is  as  follows  :— 
No.  8.  "  The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  further 

beg  leave  to  report : 

*'  That  they  have  considered  the  resolution  referred  to 
them,  as  to  the  expenses  sustained  by  Rev.  B.  Griffen  in 
recovering  possession  of  the  Centenary  Churoh,  at  Brook- 
lyn, and  they  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolutions : 

"  1.  Resolved,  By  the.delegates  of  the  several  Annual 
Conferences  in  General  Conference  assembled,  that  bro- 
ther Benjamin  Griffen,  of  the  New- York  Conference,  has 
our  hearty  commendation  for  the  Christian  firmness  and 
fidelity  with  which  he  maintained  his  position  as  a  Me- 
thodist minister  at  Brooklyn  the  past  year,  and  defended 
the  rights  of  our  ministry  against  the  assumptions  of  the 
trustees  of  the  Centenary  Church  in  that  city. 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  the  New- York  and  the  New-York 
East  Conferences  be  respectfully  and  earnestly  requested 
to  take  such  measures  as  they,  iii  their  wisdom,  may  deem 
proper  to  remunerate  brother  Griffen  for  the  expenses 
which  he  incurred  in  recovering  possession  of*  said 
Church,  and  for  the  losses  which  he  sustained  in  his 
ministerial  support  while  deprived  of  the  occupancy  of 
his  pulpit. 

"  Respectfully  submitted, 

"  George  Peck,  Chairman.** 

Suspended  the  further  consideration  of  the  report. 

Voted,  that  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  to  meet  again 
at  half-past  seven,  P.  M. 

Voted  to  suspend  the  rule. 

Brother  Griffen  presented  the  following  resolution, 
namely : — 

"  Whereas,  this  Conference  having  divided  the  New- 
York  Conference  into  two  Conferences,  and  having  pro- 
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vided  that  the  two  Conferences  shall  meet  together  at 
their  next  session ;  and, 

"Whereas,  The  trustees  of  the  New- York  Annual 
Conference  are  an  incorporated  body,  and  as  part  of  said 
trustees  are  annually  elected  by  the  members  of  the 
New- York  Conference,  therefore,  • 

"  Resolved,  That  the  said  division  of  the  New-York 
Conference  shall  not  take  effect  till  after  its  next  session. 

"B.  Griffen, 
"  P.  P.  Sandford." 

Resolution  adopted. 

"Resolved,  That  the  Conference  proceed  to  appoint 
two  Committees  of  five  for  New* York  and  Cincinnati, 
to  estimate  the  amount  of  salaries  for  Conference  Agents 
and  Editors." 

For  New-York— B.  Griffen,  G.  Peck,  F.  Reed,  D. 
Smith,  T.  Benedict. 

For  Cincinnati— J.  Young,  E.  G.  Wood,  H.  W.  Goode, 
P.  Cartwright,  L.  B.  Gurley. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  directed  to  pay  the  sexton  of  this  Church  fifty 
dollars  for  her  faithful  services  to  the  General  Conference 
during  the  session."     Adopted. 

Conference  ordered  payment  to  be  made  for  printing 
Conference  reports,  $3  50. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  by 
the  chair  to  nominate  the  Book  Committee  at  New- York, 
and  also  a  like  Committee  for  the  Book  Committee  at 
Cincinnati."     Adopted. 

"  Resolved,  That  a  collection  be  taken  up  for  our  assist- 
ant postmaster." 

"Resolved,  1.  That  the  cordial  thanks  of  the  members 
of  this  General  Conference  are  due,  and  are  hereby  most 
respectfully  tendered,  to  our  brethren  and  friends,  and  their 
excellent  families,  who  have  so  kindly  and  hospitably 
accommodated  us  during  our  present  session. 

"  Resolved,  2.  That  the  above  resolution  be  published 
in  the  Pittsburgh  Christian  Advocate,  and  read  in  the 
pulpits  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Churches  in  Pitts- 
burgh, Alleghany,  Birmingham,  and  Manchester. 

"  Jesse  T.  Peck, 
"J.  Drummond." 

Resolutions  adopted. 

Brother  Hamilton  moved  that  copies  ^of  the  address 
from  the  British  brethren  and  the  Canada  brethren  be 
furnished  for  publication  in  the  Christian  Advocate  and 
-  Journal.     Carried. 

Conference  ordered  all  action  relative  to  the  West- 
moreland case  stricken  from  the  journal. 
Conference  adjourned.    Benediction  by  bro.  Filmore. 


May  31. 

B.  Griffen  and  P. 
P.  Sandford's 
resolution. 


Committees  to 
Estimate  Sala- 
Ties  for  Conf. 
Agentsand  Ed- 
itors at  N.York 

.  and  Cincinnati. 


Vote  of  thanks 
for    entertain 


Address  from 
the  Canada  and 
the  Britisli  bre- 
thren to  be  pub- 
lished in  Chx. 
Adv.  and  Jonr. 

All  action  in 
Westmoreland 
case  to  be 
stricken  from 
the  joQxnal. 
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May  31. . 


Brother  Jacoby 
granted  leave 
of   ' 


Bro-Nast  grant- 
ed leave  of  ab- 
sence. 

Com.  to  nomi- 
nate the  Book 
Com.  lor  N.  Y. 
and  Cincinnati 


A.  Stevena  pre- 
senta  his  resig- 
nation as  Ed.  of 
Chr.  Adv.  and 
Joomal. 


G.  Peck  elected 
Ed.ofChr.Adv. 
and  JonmaL 

Bro.  Richardson 
to  fill  the  place 
of  G.  Peck  on 
Com.  to  esti- 
mate salaries 
of  Agents  and 
Ed's,  at  N.  Y. 

Report  of  Com. 
on "" 


WEDNESDAY  EVENING,  MAY  31. 

Conference  met  at  half-past  seven  o'clock,  and  was 
opened  with  the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother  B. 
M.  Jlall.    Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read. 

Leave  of  absence  after  to*-night  was  granted  to  brother 
Jacoby. 

A  motion,  requesting  that  all  the  business  coming  before 
the  Conference  to-night  be  presented  by  the  president, 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Brother  Nast  was  granted  leave  of  absence. 

Resumed  the  Report  of  the  Conunittee  on  the  State  of 
the  Church.     Read  in  part. 

Committee  to  nominate  Book  Committee  for  New-York 
— J.  A.  Collins,  J.  P.  Durbin,  J.  Holdich,  A.  D.  Sargent, 
Glezen  Filmore. 

Like  Committee  for  Cincinnati — Charles  Elliott,  P. 
Akers,  H.  Kinsley,  H.  W.  Goode,  L.  W.  Berry. 

Brother  A.  Stevens  presented  to  the  Conference  his 
resignation  of  the  editorship  of  the  Christian  Advocate 
and  Journal. 

Conference  accepted,  and  voted  to  elect  an  Editor  of 
the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal.  Balloted,  and  the 
tellers  retired. 

The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Missionary 
Society  was  presented. 

The  tellers  returned,  and  reported.  Dr.  G.  Peck  was 
elected  Editor  of  the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal. 

Brother  Richardson  was  appointed  to  fill  the  place  of 
G.  Peck  on  the  Committee  to  estimate  salaries  of  Agents 
and  Editors  at  New-York. 

The  Mission  Committee  presented  several  reports,  as 
follows : — 

*'  1 .  The  Committee  on  Missions,  having  been  advised  that 
there  are  great  difficulties  in  changing  some  of  the  mis- 
sionaries so  often  as  once  in  two  years,  recommend  for 
the  adoption  of  the  General  Conference  the  following  alte- 
ration in  the  Discipline : — 

"  After  the  words,  '  Indian  missions,'  in  the  eleventh 
line  from  the  top,  on  page  28,  section  4,  insert,  <  Welsh, 
Swedes,  Norwegians,  and  other  missionaries  among 
foreigners,  (not  including  the  Germans,)  where  supplies 
are  difficult  to  be  obtained.' 

'*  Respectfully  submitted, 

"  C.  Pitman,  Chairman:' 

Report  adopted. 

'*  2.  The  Committee  on  Missions,  to  whom  were  referred 
the  claims  of  John  Ferguson,  for  some  time  a  teacher  of 
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a  school  in  one  of  our  Indian  missions^  beg  leave  to  re-       M»y  3i. 
port,  that  they  have  carefully  considered  these  claims,  ^^f^S?  ^'fo^J*"* 
with  the  accompanying  documents,   and  have  agreed, 
under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  to  recommend 
the  following  resolution  for  the  adoption  of  the  General 
Conference : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  claims  of  John  Ferguson  for  ser- 
vices performed  in  one  of  our  Indian  missions  be  referred 
to  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  adjustment ;  and  that  if 
said  claims  shall  appear  to  them  to  be  well  authenticated, 
the  Board  be,  and  is  hereby,  recommended  to  settle  with 
brother  Ferguson  according  to  the  principles  of  moral  ' 

equity.  Respectfully  submitted, 

"  C.  Pitman,  Chairman^ 

Report  adopted. 

'^  3.  The  Committee  on  Missions  have  received  from  the 
Recording  Secretary  of  our  Parent  Missionary  Society 
the  following  proposed  amendment  to  the  constitution  of 
the  Society,  to  be  inserted  at  the  close  of  the  first  para- 
graph of  the  13th  article : — 

"  *  Provided,  nevertheless,  that  in  the  intervals  between 
the  meetings  of  the  General  Missionary  Committee,  the 
Board  of  Managers,  with  the  concurrence  of  a  majority 
of  the  Bishops,  may  adopt  a  new  missionary  field  if  they 
shall  deem  it  important,  and  may  also  provide  for  any 
unforeseen  emergency  that  may  arise  ;  and,  to  meet  such 
demands,  may  expend  any  additional  sum  not  exceeding 
five  thousand  dollars. 

"  Respectfully  submitted, 

"  C.  Pitman,  Chairman^ 

Report  amended  and  adopted. 

Took  up  the  Report  of  the  Mission  Committee,  presented 
May  22  :— 

"  The  Committee  on  Missions,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  from  Oregon  praying  for  the  establishment 
of  an  Annual  Conference  in  that  coutitry,  have  had  the 
subject  under  §erious  consideration ;  they  have  also  had 
before  them  the  resolution  of  brothers  Simpson  and  Col- 
lins on  the  propriety  and  importance  of  embracing  the 
territories  of  California  and  New-Mexico  within  the 
bounds  of  an  Annual  Conference,  and  have  agreed, 
after  a  careful  examination  of  both  documents,  to  recom- 
mend to  the  General  Conference  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : — 

^'1.  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual 
Conferences,  in  General  Conference  assembled.  That  pro- 
vision be,  and  is  hereby,  made  for  the  establishment  of  an 
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Majrsi        Annual  Conference  on  the  Pacific  Co;i8t,  to  embrace 

*o?MissionsT    Oregon,  California,  and  New-Meidco,  to  be  called  '  The 

Oregon  and  California  Mission  Conference,'  and  that  it 

be  organized  as  soon  as  practicable,  under  the  authority 

and  direction  of  our  episcopacy. 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  the  Bishops  shall  have  authority 
to  appoint  a  superintendent  for  said  Conference,  and 
assign  him  his  duties ;  and  that  the  managers  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  shall 
fix  his  allowance. 

"  3.  Resolved,  That  we  hereby  recommend  that  one  of 
our  Bishops  visit  Oregon  during  the  ensuing  four  years,  if 
'  practicable,  and  that  his  expenses  be  met  in  the  usual 

way. 

"  4.  Resolved,  That  the  Oregon  and  California  Mission 
Annual  Conference  shall  have  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  other  Annual  Conferences,  excepting  those  of  sending 
delegates  to  the  General  Conference,  and  of  drawing  the 
annual  dividend  from  the  avails  of  the  Book  Concern  and 
of  the  Chartered  Fund. 

"  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

"C.  Pitman,  Chairman. 
,  "  Pittsburgh,  May  1 3,  1848." 

The  resolution  relative  to  the  Mission  Annual  Confer- 
ence on  the  Pacific  Coast  being  read,  a  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  failed.  Amotion  to  adjourn*  failed.  The  call 
for  the  previous  question  was  not  sustained. 

The  first  resolution  adopted. 

The  second  resolution  adopted. 

The  third  resolution  laid  on  the  table. 

The  fourth  resolution  adopted. 

Moved,  that  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  to  meet  again 
at  half-past  seven  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Brother  Tomlinson  ofiered  the  following  resolutions  :— 

"  1 .  Resolved,  unanimously,  by  the  delegates  of  the 
General  Conference,  in  General  Conference  assembled, 
sit'  the  "British  That  our  highly  esteemed  and  beloved  senior  bishop  Hed- 
on  erence.  ^ing,  D.  D.,  be,  and  is  hereby  respectfully  and  earnestly 
requested,  if  practicable,  to  visit  the  British  Conference, 
at  some  time  within  the  ensuing  four  years,  to  reciprocate 
for  himself,  and  in  behalf  of  this  body,  and  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States  of  America, 
the  fraternal  salutations  which  this  Conference,  during  its 
present  session,. received  with  such  great  delight  and  edi- 
fication from  that  venerable  body,  through  their  excellent 
and  able  representative.  Rev.  Dr.  Dixon. 

"  2.  Resolved,  unanimously.  That  should  our  senior  bishop 
find  it  impracticable  to  comply  with  this  request,  on  ac- 
count of  feeble  health,  or  from  any  other  cause,  the  board 


Resolutions  re- 
questing Bp. 
"aedding  to  vi- 
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of  bishops  be,  and  tbey  are  hereby,  afTectionately  desired 
to  select  one  of  their  number,  to  perform  for  himself  and 
his  colleagues,  for  us  and  for  the  whole  church,  the  pious, 
important,  and  most  agreeable  service,  specified  in  the 
foregoing  resolutions. 

"3.  Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions, 
authenticated,  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  bishops. 

"J.  S.  TOMLINSON, 
"Jos.    HOLDICH." 


.'May  31. 
Resolutions  re- 
questing Bp. 
Bedding  to  vi- 
sit the  British 
Conference. 


By    motion,    Conference  adjourned.    Benediction   by 
Bishop  Waugh. 


THURSDAY  MORNING,  JUNE  1.: 

Conference  met  at  half-past  seven  o'clock,  and  was  opened 
with  the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother  J.  B.  Finley. 

Bishop  Hamline  in  the  chair.    The  journals  were  read. 

Brother  Jewett  moved  to  suspend  the  orders.     Carried. 

He  offered  the  following : — 

"  Resolved,  That  if  the  Annual  Conferences  shall  be 
called  upon  to  vote  on  the  resolution  proposing  a  suspension 
of  the  sixth  restrictive  article,  the  secretaries  of  the  several 
Annual  Conferences  be  directed  to  forward  to  the  Book 
Agents  at  New-York  a  certified  statement  of  the  vote  of 
their  Conference,  that  said  Agents  may  decide  thereon," 
Adopted. 

Brother  Goode offered  the  following: — 

"  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three,  one  of  whom  be 
the  secretary,  be  appointed  to  superintend  the  publication 
of  the  Journal  and  Reports  of  this  General  Conference, 
and  the  Book  Agents  at  New-York  are  hereby  instructed 
to  publish  the  same  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable." 

Brother  Goode  also  offered  the  following  i^ — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Editor  of  the  Christian  AdvocatjBr 
and  Journal  be  hereby  instructed,  as  soon  as  practicable, 
after  final  adjournment,  to  prepare,  and  furnish  for  publi- 
cation in  our  ofiicial  papers,  a  connected  transcript  of  all 
resolutions,  or  other  actions  of  this  body,  deciding  points 
of  law,  or  in  any  manner  affecting  the  administration  of 
discipline."     Adopted. 

Voted  to  take  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Sab- 
bath Schools  and  Tracts,  No.  1. 

Brother  Brown  requested  leave  to  record  his  vote  on 
the  property  question.     Voted  that  leave  be  granted  him. 

The  1st  resolution  of  the  Report,  amending  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  Sunday-School  Union  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  adopted. 

The  2d  resolution,  amending  as  above,  adopted. 
^    The  3d  resolution  was  adopted. 


June  I. 


Bro.Jewett*s  re- 
solution on  the 
sixtli  restrict- 
ive article. 


A  Committee  of 
three  to  super- 
intend General 
Conf.  journal 
and  reports, 
and  the  Book 
Agents  at  N.Y. 
to  publish  it. 

Editor  of  Chr. 
Adv.  and  Jour, 
to  prepare  and 
publish  resolu- 
tions, &c.,  of 
Gen.  Conf. 


Leave  granted 
to  bro.  Brown 
to  record  hia 
vote  on  pro- 
perty question.  * 
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June  1. 

Report*  of  Com. 

on  S.  Schools 

and      Tracts, 

No.  1. 


Report  of  Com. 
on  S.  Schools 
and  Tracts, 
No.S. 


Report  of  Com. 
onTemperance. 


Book  Com.  for 
New-York. 


T.Spicer's  reso- 
lution on  alte- 
ration of  Dis- 
cipline. 


Resolution  of 
bro.  Young  on 
Presiding  El- 
ders. 


The  4th  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  5th  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  Report,  as  a  whole,  was  taken  up. 

Moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out  the  first  clause  after 
the  words,  **  Methodist  Episcopal  Church."    Carried. 

The  report  adopted  as  amended.    (See  Appendix  E.) 

Report,  No.  2,  on  Sunday  Schools  and  Tracts,  taken  up. 

The  whole  report  was  adopted.    (See  Appendix  F.) 

Voted  to  take  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, No.  1. 

The  resolution  amending  the  Discipline  was,  laid  on  the 
table. 

Brother  Wright,  from  the  Committee  on  Temperance, 
presented  a  report,  which  was  read  and  adopted.  (See 
Appendix  G.) 

The  Committee  appointed  to  nominate  Book  Committee 
for  New- York  reported  the  following  names  :— 

John  A.  Collins,  Baltimore  Conference. 

J.  Holdich,  New- York  East  Conference. 

D.  Filmore,  Providence  Conference. 

A.  D.  Sargent,  New-England  Conference. 

Z.  Phillips,  Troy  Conference. 

N.  Rounds,  Oneida  Conference. 

T.  Carlton,  Genesee  Conference. 

Report  adopted. 

T.  Spicer  offered  the  following  resolutions  :— 

"  Resolved,  That  the  rule  of  Discipline,  page  41,  com- 
mencing with  the  word  'let,'  near  the  middle  of  ihe 
page,  and  ending  with  the  word  '  trial,'  at  the  close  of 
the  same  paragraph,  be  so  amended,  as  to  make  it  the 
duty  of  the  presiding  elder  to  give  the  explanation  alluded 
to,  instead  of  the  preacher  in  charge ;  and  that  it  be 
transferred  to  the  section,  '  Of  the  Duties  of  Presiding 
Elders.'"    Adopted. 

"  On  page  95,  instead  of  '  be  strong  and  presumptive,' 
let  it  read,  '  afford  strong  presumption  of  guilt.'  Also, 
that  on  page  27,  at  the  end  of  the  8th  line,  there  be  added, 
after  the  words  '  military  posts,'  the  words  *  and  naval 
.stations,'  so  that  it  may  read  'state  prisons,  military 
posts,  and  naval  stations.' "    Adopted. 

J.  Young  offered  the  following  : — 

"  Whereas,  in  some  instance  or  instances,  Annual  Con- 
ferences have  advised  our  Bishops  not  to  appoint  the  same 
person  to  the  office  of  presiding  elder  /or  tyro  terms  in 
succession,  and  have  also  advised  them  not  to  reappoint 
any  one  to  that  office,  who  has  served  two  terms  therein  ; 
and  whereas  such  advice  is  regarded  as  an  unsuitable 
interference  with  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  the 
episcopacy : 

*'  Therefore,  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this 
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Conference,  that  our  Bishops  should  not  be  restrained 
o^  embarrassed  by  any  such  advice  on  the  part  of  an 
Annual  Conference."     Adopted. 

J.  Steadman  offered  the  following : — 

'*  Whereas  the  following  resolution  is  found  append- 
ed td  the  report  on  ^e  Westmoreland  petitions,  and  was 
adopted  by  the  General  Conference  of  1840,  to  wit :  \ 

^*  *  Resolved,  That  under  the  provisional  exception  of  the 
general  rule  of  the  Church  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  the 
simple  holding  of  slaves,  or  the  mere  ownership  of  slave 
property,  in  states  and  territories  where  the  laws  do  not 
admit  of  emancipation,  and  permit  the  liberated  slave  to 
enjoy  freedom,  constitutes  no  legal  barrier  to  the  election 
and  ordination  of  ministers  to  the  various  offices  known 
in  the  ministry  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
cannot,  therefore,  be  considered  as  operating  any  forfeit^ 
ure  or  right,  in  view  of  such  election  and  ordination :' 

'^  And  whereas  said  resolution  is  liable  to  misconstrue* 
tion,  and  has  been  misconstrued  greatly  to  the  prejudice 
of  our  beloved  Methodism.     Therefore, 

"  Resolved,  1st.  That  said  resolution  be,  and  is  hereby, 
rescinded. 

''  Resolved,  2d.  That,  in  rescinding  said  resolution,  we 
contemplate  no  interference  with  the  section  of  the  Dis- 
cipline on  slavery ;  but  wish  simply  to  leave  it  without 
note  or  comment." 

Moved  to  lay  the  above  resolution  on  the  table.   Lost. 

Voted  to  take  the  previous  question. 

The  resolutions  and  preamble  were  adopted. 

Yoted  to  take  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Law 
Questions. 

The  1st  resolution  was  read. 

Moved  to  amend  by  adding  the  words,  "  in  the  intervals 
of  the  Quarterly  Conference."    Laid  on  the  table. 

Moved  to  amend  by  making  it  read,  '*  the  presiding 
elder  has  not  a  right  to  employ  a  local  preacher,  ^c, 
except  in  the  intervals  of  the  Quarterly  Conference." 

Moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  amend  on  the  table.     Lost. 

Previous  question  ordered.     Amendment  adopted. 

The  ^resolution,  as  amended,  adopted. 

The  2d  resolution  was  read. 

J.  Clark  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  what  relates 
to  expulsion.  Laid  on  the  table.  Yoted  to  take  up  again 
brother  Clark's  amendment.  The  previous  question  or- 
dered. Amendment  adopted.  Resolution,  as  amended, 
adopted. 

Brother  Finley  asked  leave  of  absence.     Not  granted. 

The  3d  resolution  read.    Laid  on  the  table. 

The  4th  resolution  read.  T.  Spicer  offered  a  substitute, 
as  follows  :— 


Janel. 


J.  Steadman's 
resolutions  on 
slavery. 


Report  of  Com. 
on  Law  Ques* 
tions  taken  up. 


Bro.  Finley  not 
granted  leave 
of  abstfice. 
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Jonel. 
T.  Spicer'8  sub- 
stitute. 


Report  of  Com. 
on  Law  Ques- 
tions. 


"  Resolyed,  That  the  following  clause  be  added  to  an- 
swer 8,  of  question  2,  in  Discipline,  page  45  :  '  Persons 
who  remove  from  one  circuit  or  station  to  another,  shall 
be  responsible  to  the  society  from  which  they  remove, 
until  they  have  united  elsewhere.' " 

Moved  to  lay  the  substitute  on  the  ^ble.    Carried. 

Moved  to  postpone  the  conlideration  of  this  subject 
fifteen  minutes,  to  fix  the  seat  of  the  General  Conference. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

The  previous  question  was  ordered.  The  resolution,  as 
reported,  was  adopted. 

The  5th  resolution  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  6th  resolution  was  read,  and  adopted. 

The.  7th  resolution  was  read.  Moved  to  amend  by  in- 
serting the  word  "  no<."    Laid  on  the  table. 

J.  Clark  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  words  ''  an 
appeal,"  and  inserting  '^  an  application  for  a  new  trial." 

The  previous  question  was  ordered.  The  amendment 
carried. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

The  8th  ilesolution  was  read  and  adopted. 

The  appendix  to  the  report  was  read,  and  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  following  is  the  Report : — 

**  The  Committee  on  Questions  of  Law  have  carefully 
considered  the  interrogatories  propounded  by  the  Bishops 
to  the  Conference,  and  by  the  Conference  referred  to  said 
Committee,  and  they  present  their  answer  in  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions,  which  are  respectfully  submitted, 
namely : 

"  1.  Resolved,  ^hata  presiding  elder  has  not  a  right 
to  employ  a  local  preacher  without  a  recommendation 
from  a  Quarterly  Conference. 

'*  2.  Resolved,  That  when  an  Annual  Conference  de- 
cides that  a  preacher  having  charge  has  expelled  a  mem- 
ber contrary  to  Discipline,  the  decision  restores  the  mem- 
ber so  expelled. 

"  3.  Resolved,  That  a  certificate  of  membership  is  valid 
until  the  holder  has  had  a  reasonable  opportunity  of  pre- 
senting it.  ' 

"  4.  Resolved,  That  when  a  member  receives  a  certifi- 
cate of  membership  from  a  preacher  having  charge  of  a 
circuit  or  station,  he  is  responsible  for  his  moral  conduct 
(from  the  date  of  his  certificate  until  he  joins)  to  the 
society  receiving  him  upon  that  certificate. 

"  5.  Resolved,  That  testimony  taken  before  a  committee 
sitting  in  the  case  of  an  accused  member  of  an  Annual 
Conference,  is  to  be  received  as  evidence  on  the  trial  of 
said  minister  before  the  Annual  Conference,  and  that  a 
rule  for  taking  such  testimony  shall  be  provided. 
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"  6.  Resolved,  That  questions  relating  to  the  admissibi-       Jane  i. 
lity  of  testimony  are  questions  of  law.  ^TlIw^QuS- 

'*  7.  Resolved,  That  when  a  preacher,  who  differs  in    tions. 
judgment  from  the  majority  of  the  society,  or  the  select 
number,  concerning  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  an  accused 
person,  carries  up  the  trial  to  the  Quarterly  Conference, 
it  is  an  application  for  a  new  trial. 

"  8.  Resolved,  That  in  no  case  of  an  appeal  can  new 
evidence  be  admitted. 

*'  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

«*  P.  P.  Sandford,  Chairman, 

"  Pittsburgh,  May  17, 1848." 

APPENDIX. 

'*  The  Committee  on  Law  Questions  have  also  consi- 
dered the  following  paper  referred  to  them,  namely :  — 

*'  *  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Questions  of  Law 
be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  an  Annual  Conference, 
by  virtue  of  its  original  jurisdiction,  has  the  right,  when 
on^  of  its  members  "  is  under  report  of  being  guilty  of 
some  crime  expressly  forbidden  in  thb  word  of  God,"  to 
adopt  any  measure  for  the  investigation  of  the  matters  con- 
tained in  such  report,  in  the  intervals  of  its  annual  sessions, 
otherwise  than  in  an  accordance  with  the  provisions  con- 
tained in  answer  to  question  first,  chapter  first,  section 
nineteenth,  page  67,  and  report  thereon.' 

*'  Your  committee  beg  leave  to  report  a  negative  answer 
to  the  above  interrogatory. 

"  Respectfully  submitted, 

"  P.  P.  Sandford,  Chairman. 

"  Pittsburgh,  VI th  May,  1848." 

The  following  further  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Law 
Questions,  in  relation  to  an  appeal  court,  &c,  was  taken  up. 

The  first  item  was  read,  and  resolution  adopted. 

The  second  item,  in  relation  to  superannuated  preach- 
ers, was  read. 

Moved  to  strike  out  the  word  "not,"  in  the  first  reso- 
lution. 

Moved  to  lay  the  amendmeht  on  the  table.     Carried. 

Moved  to  lay  the  whole  report  on  the  table.   Lost. 

The  previous  question  ordered,  and  the  resolution  adopt- 
ed as  reported. 

The  2d,  3d,  and  4th  resolutions,  were  read  and  adopted. 

The  third  item  in  relation  to  "  horse  feed." 

Bro.  Massey  moved  to  strike  out  all  except  that  which 
would  make  "  horse  feed"  traveling  expenses.  Adopted,  and 
the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Fourth  item  in  relation  to  E.  Sprague.  1st  resolution 
adopted.    2d  resolution  was  read.    Moved  to  amend  by 
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Jone  1.       insertingthe  word  '^  not"  Amendment  laid  on  the  table.  The 
resolution  was  adopted. 

3d  resolution  was  adopted.     4th  resolution  adopted. 

5th  resolution  adopted. 
^ec.  to  furnish       The  Secretary  was  ordered  to  furnish  the  Troy  delegates 
wi^  a^^p^of  with  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  in  the  case  of  E.  Spragne. 
resolutions  m       The  whole  report  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : — 
case  ^"^^^  *       "  The  Committee  on  Law  Questions  have  had  under  con- 
^OTLaw^Ques-  sideration  the  proposition  of  the  Bishops  respecting  a  dele- 
tions, gated  Annual  Conference ;  the  plan  of  a  connectional  Con> 
ference,  and  the  explanatory  letter  of  Dr.  Luckey  accom- 
panying it ;  the  proposition  so  to  alter  the  section  of  the 
Discipline  relating  to  the  General  Conference,  as  to  autho- 
rize the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  that  body  to  sit  as 
a  Court  of  Appeals  during  the  sessions  of  the  General  Con- 
ference from  time  to  time ;  and  also  the  resolution  which 
proposes  to  make  the  Annual  Conferences  judges  of  the  con- 
stitutionality of  the  laws  passed  by  the  General  Conference : 
and  after  bestowing  upon  each  of  the  above-mentioned  sub- 
jects all  the  deliberation  so  justly  due  to  their  intrinsic  im- 
portance, no  less  than  to  the  eminence  of  the  sources  whence 
they  have  respectively  originated,  your  Committee  think 
that  changes  so  vital  should  not  be  made  at  this  juncture. 
Better  that  they  should  b^  subjects  of  consideration  by  the 
whole  connection  for  the  next  four  years,  and  subjects  of 
action,  if  need  be,  of  the  next  session  of  this  body. 

"  Your  Committee  beg  leave  further  to  report  answers  to 
.    several  questions  referred  to  them. 

"  First.  In  relation  to  the  trial  of  a  preacher  under  certain 
circumstances : — 

''1.  Resolved,  That  an  Annual  Conference  has  a  right, 
when  charges  are  preferred  against  one  of  their  number, 
and  the  case  cannot  be  tried  during  their  session,  for  want 
of  testimony,  to  refer  it  to  the  presiding  elder  who  may 
have  charge  of  him,  under  the  rule  for  the  trial  of  immoral 
ministers  in  the  interval  of  an  Annual  Conference . 

"  Second.  In  relation  to  superannuated  preachers : — 

'<  1.  Resolved,  That  a  superannuated  preacher  living  out 
of  the  bounds  of  his  own  Conference  is  not  a  member  of 
the  Quarterly  Conference  where  he  resides. 

''2.  Resolved,  That  such  minister  has  no  voice  in  the  so- 
ciety where  he  lives. 

''  3.  Resolved,  That  he  has  a  right  (as  all  other  Methodist 
preachers)  in  class  meetings.  « 

"  4.  Resolved,  That  he  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  pre- 
siding elder;  so  far  as  is  provided  in  the  Discipline,  pages 
24  and  68. 

"  Third.  In  relation  to  a  certain  item  of  expense  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  horse  feed,  in  the  case  of  those  who  are 
under  the  necessity  of  keeping  a  horse  to  attend  to  their 
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appointments  and  duties  in  the  ministry,  is  to  be  paid  for        Jane  i. 
as  traveling  expenses.  ^iTLaw^OueS- 

"  Fourth,  in  relation  to  the  case  of  E.  Sprague : —  tions. 

'*  ^hey  return  the  questions  propounded  by  the  delegates 
of  the  Troy  Conference,  with  their  answers  subjoined. 

''  <  Ques.  1.  In  what  rdation  to  the  Troy  Conference  did 
the  above  act  of  the  General  Conference  place  Rev.  E. 
Sprague  ?  Does  he  still  remain  suspended  from  the  minis* 
try  or  not  V 

'*  Ans.  His  relation  to  the  Troy  Conference  is  that  of 
an  accused  member. 

" '  Ques.  2.  May  the  Troy  Conference  suffer  the  said 
£ .  Sprague  to  withdraw  from  the  Church,  should  he  request 
it,  before  the  trial  takes  place  as  required  by  the  action  of 
this  body?' 

"  Ans.  They  may. 

" '  Ques.  3.  When  the  trial  takes  place,  is  the  Troy  Con- 
ference at  liberty  to  use  any  part  of  the  testimony  read  - 
before  this  body  as  documentary  evidence  in  the  case  V 

"  Ans.  Yes,  if  it  has  been  taken  according  to  Discipline. 

" '  Ques.  4.  If  living  witnesses  are  present  at  the  seat 
of  the  Conference,  but  refuse  to  give  evidence  in  open  Con- 
ference, is  the  Conference  at  liberty  in  such  case  to  appoint 
a  Committee  to  take  sueh  testimony  in  the  presence  of  the 
accused  out  of  the  Conference  ;  and  if  so  taken,  must  the 
testimony  be  written  down  by  the  secretary  of  the  Con- 
ference V 

^'  Ans.  The  Conference  has  a  right  to  appoint  a  commis- 
sion to  take  testimony  when  the  witnesses  cannot  be  brought 
before  the  Conference,  the  opposite  party  being  notified  to 
appear  before  such  commission,  and  having  the  right  to 
cross  examine  the  witnesses :  in  such  case  the  testimony 
is  to  be  takeii  by  a  secretary  appointed  by  the  commission, 
and  when  reported  to  Conference  it  must  be  tiled  and 'care- 
fully preserved  by  the  secretary  of  that  body. 

**  'Ques.  5.  Must  all  testimony  taken  before  the  Confer- 
ence be  spread  on  the  journal ;  or  may  it  be  written  down 
and  kept  in  a  form  separate  from  the  journal  V 

"  Ans.  Documentary  testimony  need  not  be  spread  upon 
the  journal,  but  should  be  filed  and  preserved  by  the  secre-  ^ 
tary. 

"  Your  Committee  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  sustain 
their  views  by  elaborate  argumentation ;  and  presuming  that, 
at  this  late  hour  of  the  session,  the  more  brief  their  report, 
the  more,  acceptable,  they  respectfully  submit  it. 

P.  P.  Sa'ndford,  Chairman, 

Pittsburgh,  May  31,  1848. 

Final  Boport  of 
The  final  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the    Com.  oni  state 

Church  was  read.   Moved  t«  change  the  words  «  slavehold-    %^  ^^^^ 
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Jane  1 


Book  Com.  for 
Cincinnati 


Report  of  Com. 
on  Petitions  of 
Col. Preachers. 


ing  Conferences,"  for  '^  Conferences  in  the  slaveholding 
states."  Carried. 

Moved  to  adopt  the  report  as  a  whole. 
The  previous  question  ordered.  The  report  was  adopted. 
(See  Appendix  H.) 

Voted  to  reconsider  the  action  of  this  Conference  making 
the  probation  of  traveling  ministers  four  years.  Voted  to 
lay  said  amendment  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  to  nominate  the  members  of  the 
Book  Committee  for  Cincinnati  reported  the  following 
names  :— 

G.  W.  Walker,  Ohio  Conference. 
L.  B.  Gurley,  North. Ohio  Conference. 
E.  H.  Pilcher,  Michigan  Conference. 
E.  G.  Wood,  Indiana  Conference. 
G.  M.  Beswick.  North  Indiana  Conference. 
Peter  Cartwright,  Illinois  Conference. 
Hooper  Crews,  Rock  River  Conference. 
Report  adopted. 

On  motion,  voted  to  take  up  the  report  in  relation  to  pe- 
titions of  colored  preachers.     It  reads  as  follows  : — 

"  The  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  memorials  from 
the  Sharp-street  and  Asbury  station  of  colored  members  in 
the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  from  various  colored  societies 
in  Pennsylvania,  New-Jersey,  and  Delaware,  asking  for  the 
organization  of  Annual  Conferences  of  colored  traveling 
preachers,  imder  the  supervision  of  our  bishops,  beg  leave 
to  report : — 

"  That  having  carefully  considered  the  memorials,  and 
feeling  an  earnest  desire  to  do  all  that  can  be  done  to  pro- 
mote the  spiritual  interests  of  our  colored  people,  they 
recommend  to  the  General  Conference,  for  adoption,  the 
following  resolutions  : —  • 

"Resolve*,  1.  That  the  organization  of  such  Annual  Con- 
ferences is  inexpedient  at  present. 

"  Resolved,  2.  That  the  Discipline  be  so  amended,  that 
the  5th  answer  ^in  section  10,  part  2,  shall  read  as 
follows:  *The  bishops  may  employ  colored  preachers 
to  travel  and  preach,  where  their  services  are  judged  ne- 
'-  cessary ;  provided  that  no  one  shall  be  so  employed 
without  having  been  recommended  by  a  Quarterly  Con- 
ference.' 

"  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

"John  Davis, 
"  Fitch  Reed, 
"  James  A.  Massey, 
"  P.  Akers, 
"M.  Force. 
♦         ^*  Pittsburgh,  May  23,  1848."  V 

•   *' 


Journal  of  General  Confarence^  1848. 


131 


MoTed  to  proceed  to  fix  the  seat  of  the  next  General 
Conference. 

Motion  to  lay  said  motion  on  the  table.  Carried. 

Voted  to  take  up  that  portion  of  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  State  of  the  Church  read  last  evening.  The 
report  was  adopted.     (See  Appendix  I.) 

P.  Cartwright  presented  the  following : — 

^*  Whereas  it  is  the  sense  of  this  General  Conference 
that  a  history  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  em- 
bracing the  last  four  years,  should  be  written  by  some 
competent  person  designated  by  this  Conference :  therefore, 

'*  Resolved,  That  Dr.  Elliott  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  re- 
quested to  write  said  history ;  and,  in  order  thereto,  he 
shall  have  access  to  all  the  journals  and  documents  of  the 
Church  which  may  be  necessary  to  the  accomplishment 
of  this  important  work." 

John  F.  Wright  offered  the  following : — 

"  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual 
Conferences,  in  General  Conference  assembled.  That  Rev. 
Dr.  N.  Bangs  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  appointed  our  mes- 
senger to  convey  our  friendly  salutations,  and  fraternal 
and  Christian  regards,  to  our  brethren  of  the  Canada  Con- 
ference at  their  session  in  the  year  1849 ;  and  in  case  he 
by  any  means  should  fail  to  fulfill  this  commission,  our 
superintendents  are  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to 
appoint  some  one  to  serve  in  the  place  of  Dr.  Bangs,  and 
perform  the  duties  herein  assigned  to  him.'*     Adopted. 

Voted  to  continue  the  session  until  we  finish  our 
business. 

Voted  to  take  up  the  Report  of  Committee  on  Missions. 

Moved  to  adopt  the  report  as  a  whole.  Carried.  (For 
report,  see  page  92.) 

J.  Drummond  moved  the  following : — 

"  Whereas  the  period  has  arrived  when,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  this  General  Conference,  the  societies  in  Liberia 
ought  to  render  considerable  assistance  in  the  support  of 
our  missionaries  who  labor  for  their  spiritual  good ;  and 
whereas  we  have  reason  to  fear  that  our  itinerant  system 
has  not  been  so  fully  carried  out  in  that  distant  land  as  is 
desirable, 

"  Resolved,  That  we  recommend  to  the  Board  of 
Managers  of  our  Missionary  Society  to  take  such  steps, 
by  diminishing  appropriations  or  otherwise,  as  they  may 
deem  necessary,  to  induce  our  members  there  to  do  what 
they  can  for  the  support  of  our  missionaries,  and  to  fully 
establish  our  itinerant  system  of  preaching,  that  the  bless- 
ing of  the  gospel  may  be  more  speedily  extended  to  the 
natives."     Adopted. 

Voted  that  we  now  proceed  to  ^x  the  seat  of  the  next 
General  Conference. 


Jane  1. 


Dr.  Elliott  to 
write  a  history 
of  the  M.  E. 
Church  for  the 
last  four  years. 


Dr.  Bangs  to  vi- 
sit the  Canada 
Conference. 


J.  Drummond's 
resolution  on 
lessening  ex- 
penses in  Li- 
beria. , 
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Jonel. 


Next  Gen.  Conf. 
to  be  held  at 
Boston. 


Vote  of  thanks 
for  entertain- 
ment passed. 


Manuscript  of 
Dr.  Elliott's 
history  to  be 
examined  and 
approved  prior 
to  publication. 


Editors  of  Gen. 
ConC  papers  to 
employ  assist- 
ance, Ac. 


Report  of  the 
Com.  on  Pas- 
toral Address. 


J.  T.  Peck  to 
finish  the  re- 
cord of  the 
Gen.  Conf. 


Vote  of  thanks 
to  secretaries. 


Baldnxvey  Roehester,  Boaton,  Phibdelphia,  Providence, 
and  Troy,  were  severally  nominated. 
*  Baltimore  received  thirteen  votes,  Rochester  received 
twenty-nine  votes,  Boston  received  eighty-nine  votes; 
and  Boston  was  therefore  voted  to  he  the  seat  of  the 
General  ConCerence  to  be  held  on  the  first  day  of  May, 
1852. 

On  motion,  the  thanks  of  this  Conference  were  given  to 
those  places  which  have  invited  the  next  sesnon  of  the 
General  Conference. 

Resdntions  voting  thanks  for  our  entertainment  were 
called  up,  and  passed  unanimously  by  a  rising  vote. 

W.  Herr  ofiered  the  following : — 

**  Resolved,  That  the  manuscript  of  Dr.  Elliott's  history 
be  from  time  to  time  submitted  for  examination  and  ap- 
proval to  the  Agents  and  Editors  of  the  Western  Book 
Concern  prior  to  its  publication,  and  that  he  shall  receive 
such  compensation  as  may  be  agreed  on  by  the  Agents 
and  Book  Committee."    Adopted. 

Moved  that  the  Editors  of  the  General  Conference 
papers  be  permitted  to  employ  such  assistance  and  cor- 
respondence as  they  shall  deem  necessary  respectively 
for  the  best  good  of  these  papers,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Book  Committee  at  New-York  and  Cincinnati,  and  the 
Publishing  Committees  at  Auburn  and  Pittsburgh. 
Adopted. 

J,  F.  Wright  oflfered  the  following : — 

"Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati  be 
instructed  to  pay  the  traveling  expenses  of  J.  T.  Mitchell 
to  his  own  Conference,  should  he  see  fit  to  return." 

Moved  to  lay  th^  above  oa  the  table.     Lost. 

J.  A.  Collins  moved  to  amend  by  adding  also  the 
moving  expenses  of  C.  B.  Tippett  from  New- York  to 
Baltimore.  « 

The  previous  question  was  ordered,  and  the  amend- 
ment adopted. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  adopted. 

J.  Holdich,  from  the  Committee  for  that  purpose,  re- 
ported a  Pastoral  Address. 

Moved  that  the  report  be  adopted,  allowing  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  to  revise  it  if  he  deem  it  neces- 
sary, not  affecting  the  sense.     (See  Appendix  K.) 

J.  M.  Trimble  ofiered  the  following : — 

*'  Resolved,  That  the  journals  of  this  General  Confer- 
ence be  committed  to  Jesse  T.  Peck  to  finish  the  record 
of  the  reports,  &c.,  "after  the  adjournment  of  the  General 
Conference."     Adopted. 

Yoted  that  the  Book  Committee  appointed  at  this  ses- 
sion go  immediately  into  ofiice. 
'  On  motion, ''  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Conference 
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are  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to  the  secretaries  for 
the  efficient  and  faithful  manner  in  which  they  have  dis- 
charged their  official  duties. 

'*  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  General  Conference 
be,  and  are  hereby,  tendered  to  the  members  of  the  Philo- 
logical Institute  for  the  use  of  their  desks  during  our 
session." 

Moved  to  call  up  the  resolutions  in  relation  to  a  dele- 
gate to  England.    Lost. 

.  Voted  that  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  furnish  J. 
Armstrong  with  a  copy  of  the  action  of  this  Conference 
relative  to  the  Maysville  Church. 

Also  to  Dr.  Bangs  a  copy  of  the  resolution  appointing 
him  a  delegate  to  l^e  Canada  Conference. 

On  motion  of  T.  Spicer,  J.  T.  Peck  was  added  to  the 
Committee  to  edit  the  Discipline. 

Brother  Herr  offered  the  following : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  General  Conference 
are  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to  the  pastors  and 
officers  of  the  different  Churches,  whose  pulpits  have 
been  offered  to,  and  occupied  by,  the  members  during  the 
session." 

On  motion  of  brother  Cartwright,  voted  that  the  journals 
be  now  read. 

Voted  to  call  up  the  resolution  ordering  that  a  copy  of 
the  Course  of  Study,  prepared  by  the  Bishops  for  pro- 
bationers and  traveling  deacons,  be  published  in  a  fly-leaf 
in  the  Discipline.     Adopted. 

Voted  that  the  thanks  of  this  Conference  be  presented 
to  the  trustees  of  this  Church  for  the  use  of  the  Church 
during  our  present  session. 

On  motion  of  brother  Cartwtight,  voted  that  we  now 
adjourn  sii^e  die. 
.  The  doxology  was  sung,  prayer  was  offered  by  brother 
Charles  Elliott,  and  the  benediction  was  pronounced  by 
Bishop  Waugh. 

Thus  ended  the  tenth  delegated  General  Conference  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

ELIJAH  HEDDING, 
BEVERLY  WAUGH, 
THOMAS  A.  MORRIS, 
LEONIDAS  L.  HAMLINE, 
EDMUND  STORER  JANES, 
Bishops  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church^ 

Joseph  M.  Trimble,  Secretary, 
Jesse  T.  Peck,  \ 

John  Frazer,    >  Assistant  Secretaries* 
L.  A.  Epdt,      ) 


Junel. 


Vote  of  thanks 
to  Philological 
Institute. 


Sec.  to  forniah 
J.  Armstrong 
with  a  copy  of 
the  action  in 
relation  to  the 
Maysville  Ch. 
AIsotoDr.Bangs 
as  a  delegate  to 
Canada  Cpnf. 
J.  T.  Peck  added 
to  Com.  to  edit 
the  Discipline. 

Vote  of  thanks 
for  nse  of  pol- 
pita  daring  the 
session. 


Course  of  Study 
to  be  published 
In  Discipline. 


Vote  of  thankft 
to  trustees  for 
use  of  Church, 


Final    adjourn* 
ment. 


APPENDIX. 


The  following  is  the  letter  of  Bishop  Soule,  referred  to  on  page  43. 

TO  THE  BISHOPS  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  GENERAL 
CONFERENCE  OF  THE  M.  E.  CHURCH,  NOW  IN  SES- 
SION. 

Pittsburgh,  May  10,  1848. 
Rev.  and  Dear  Brethren, — ^In  conformity  to  the  "  Plan  of  Separation" 
adopted  by  the  General  Conference  of  1844,  providing  for  "  a  distinct 
ecclesiastical  connection,  should  the  Conferences  in  the  slaveholding 
states  find  it  necessary  to  unite  in  such  a  connection,"  these  Confer- 
ences, at  their  first  sessions  after  the  General  Conference  had  the  sub- 
ject'under  their  deliberate  consideration.  But  that  there  might  be  no 
hasty  action  in  a  matter  of  such  important  concern,  and  that  the  views 
and  counsels  of  all  the  Conferences  might  be  obtained,  after  sufficient 
time  to  examine  the  whole  ground,  they  appointed  delegates  to  meet  in 
Convention  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  on  the  1st  of  May,  1845.  These 
delegates  convened  at  the  time  and  place  appointed ;  and  after  deliber- 
ate examination  of  the  deeply  interesting  subject  on  which  they  were 
met,  accompanied  with  much  prayer,  they  came  to  the  decision,  with 
almost  unparalleled  unanimity,  that  it  was  necessary  for  the  Conferences 
in  the  slaveholding  states,  represented  by  them  in  Convention,  to  unite 
in  a  distinct  ecclesiastical  connection,  under  the  provisions  of  tHe  act 
of  the  General  Conference.  Having  settled  this  important  question, 
the  Convention  provided  for  the  consummation  of  a  separate  organiza- 
tion, by  appointing  a  General  Conference  to  be  held  in  Petersburg, 
Ya.,  on  the  1st  of  May,  1846.  The  acts  of  the  Convention  were  submit- 
ted to  the  Annual  Conferences  for  their  approval,  and,  being  approved, 
delegates  were  elected  to  the  General  Conference.  The  delegates 
having  convened,  and  the  General  Conference  being  organized,  I  re- 
garded the  provisions  of  the  "  Plan  of  Separation,"  for  a  distinct  eccle- 
siastical connection,  consummated  in  the  establishment  of  the  '*  Metho- 
dist E.  Church,  South."  So  far  as  I  have  had  cognizance  of  the  de- 
liberations and  decisions  of  the  General  Conference,  the  Convention, 
and  the  Annual  Conferences,  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  say,  that,  accord- 
ing to  my  best  judgment,  they  have  been  conducted  with  the  strictest 
regard  to  the  provisions  of  the  "  Plan,"  and  with  much  of  the  same 
spirit  of  peace,  brotherly  kindness,  and  charity,  which  marked  its  adop- 
tion in  the  General  Conference  of  1844  as  a  scene  of  the  truly  moral 
sublime.  As  soon  as  the  General  Conference  was  organized,  I  official- 
ly notified  the  body  that  I  adhered  to  the  Methodist  E.  Church,  South, 
in  conformity  with  the  provision  of  the  second  resolution  of  the  "  Plan 
of  Separation,"  which  is  in  the  words  following :  "  2d.  "That  ministers, 
local  and  traveling,  pf  every  grade  and  office  in  the  Methodist  Episco- 
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pal  Church,  may,  as  they  prefer,  remain  in  &at  Cfauirch,  or,  without 
blame,  attach  themselves  to  the  Church,  South."  With  this  act,  my 
^  offided  relation  to  this  General  Conference,  and  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  under  its  jurisdiction,  ceased.  And  being  re- 
ceived as  one  of  the  bishops  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
my  official  relations  and  responsibilities  were  transferred  to  that 
body. 

From  the  foregoing  facts  it  will  readily  be  perceived  that  I  hold  my- 
self amenable  to  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  E.  Church 
for  all  my  acts  till  1st  of  May,  1846.  The  chief  object  of  my  attend- 
ance at  the  present  session  of  your  body  is  to  ascertain  whether  there 
are  any  charges  to  be  preferred  against  me,  and,  if  so,  to  answer  to 
them  as  best  I  may.  I  am  aware  that  it  has  been  the  usage  of  the 
General  Conference  to  appoint  a  committee  on  the  episcopacy,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  inquire  into  the  administration  of  the  government,  and 
other  matters  appertaining  to  this  department  in  the  Church,  and  to 
report  the  result  of  their  examination  to  tbe  Conference.  To  this  course, 
under  ordinary  circumstances,  I  certainly  can  have  no  objection ;  but 
coming  before  you  under  circumstances  of  an  extraordinary  character, 
such  as  have  never  existed  before,  I  respectfully  request,  that  any  ac- 
tion of  the  Conference,  so  far  as  my  character  is  involved,  growing  out 
of  publications  in  the  official  journals  of  the  Church,  may  be  had  with- 
out reference  to  Coounittee. 

In  the  Western  Christian  Advocate  of  the  12th  of  June,  1846,  the 
editor,  Rev.  Charles  Elliott,  has  made  a  declaration  to  the  Church, 
and  to  the  American  people,  to  the  extent  of  the  circulation  of  the  pa- 
per, which  I  regard  as  highly  injurious  to  me,  so  far  as  Dr.  Elliott  is 
» regarded  as  a  man  of  truth.  His  declaratioipL  is  in  the  words  follow-  * 
ing :  "  But  Bishop  Soule  has  withdrawn  from  the  Methodist  E.  Church 
under  grave  charges,  or  liable  to  them.  Charges,  we  learn,  were  offi- 
cially laid  in  against  him,  previous  to  the  Convention."  On  the  ap- 
pearance of  this  announcement,  I  took  the  liberty  to  call  on  Dr.  Elliott, 
in  the  presence  of  four  ministers  of  age  and  experience,  to  obtain,  if 
possible,  an  explanation  of  this  extsaordinary  statement.  In  the  course 
of  this  interview,  I  proposed  to  Dr.  Elliott  the  following  question, — 
"  By  whom  were  these  charges  '  laid  in,'  or  preferred,  and  who  gave  you 
the  information?"  To  this  question  the  doctor  answered  promptly,  and 
in  a  manner  suitable  to  the  character  of  his  office  as  a  minister  and 
editor.  His  reply  was,  in  substance,  "  That  in  a  letter  which  he  re- 
ceived from  James  B.  Finley,  he  informed  him  that  he  had  laid  inj  or 
preferred  charges  against  me,  previous  to  the  Louisville  Convention, 
and  that  he  had  furnished  me  with  a  copy  of  these  charges."  I  as- 
sured the  doctor  that  I  had  n6ver  received  any  charges  laid  in  against 
me  by  brother  Finley,  or  the  slightest  intimation  of  any  intention  on  his 
part  to  charge  me,  till  he  gave  me  the  information.  I  have  requested 
the  doctor  to  retract  this  statement,  so  injurious  to  my  character,  so  far  as 
he  is  accredited  as  a  man  of  truth ;  but  this  retraction  not  appearing,  1 
have  respectfully,  but  earnestly,  requested  him  to  publish,  in  the  Ad<* 
vocate,  the  letter  of  brother  Finley  giving  him  the  information.  Failing 
in  this,  I  have  several  times  requested  to  be  furnished  with  these  "grave 
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charges,"  that  I  nught  know  what  they  were,  and  have  some  time  to 
prepata  to  meet  them;  but  in  this  I  hare  also  failed.  And  although 
this  statement  of  "  grave  charges  officially  laid  in  against  me  preTions 
to  the  Convention"  has  now  been  before  the  American  people  for  near- 
ly two  years,  in  one  of  the  official  journals  of  the  Church,  and  (for 
aught  I  know  to  the  contrary)  may  have  gone  to  Canada,  and  crossed 
the  Atlantic,  I  remain  as  perfectly  ignorant  of  what  these  charges  are 
as  any  member  oi  your  body,  or  as  any  citizen  of  this  city. 

In  view  of  this  plain  statement  of  &cts,  which  I  think  will  not  be 
denied,  it  must  be  perceived  that  I  come  before  you  under  no  ordinary 
embarrassments.  It  is  scarcely  possible  that  the  announcement  that 
''grave  charges  were  officially  laid  in  against  me,  under  which  I  had 
withdrawn  from  the  Church,"  coming  from  such  a  source,  and  sustained 
by  such  authority,  should  fail  to  produce  an  influence  prejudicial  to  my 
character  and  to  my  cause,  if,  by  the  presentation  of  the  charges,  I 
shall  have  an  opportunity  to  make  my  defense.  The  shortness  of  time 
which  I  may  have  for  preparation  after  I  shall  be  put  in  possession  of 
the  charges  may  operate  to  my  disadvantage.  But  waiving  these  con- 
siderations, however  embarrassing,  I  avaU  myself  of  the  opportunity 
now  offered  me,  respectfully  to  request  that  my  alledged  accuser  will 
lay  in  his  charges  to  this  Conference,  and  thus  afford  me  an  oppor- 
tunity of  making  my  defense  as  best  I  may  before  a  tribunal  to  which 
I  hold  myself  amenable,  as  previously  stated.  As  I  cannot,  consist- 
ently with  ray  sense  of  propriety,  make  any  further  communication  to 
this  Conference  on  this  subject,  either  verbal  or  written,  till  the  charges 
shall  be  presented,  unless  the  facts  before  stated  shall  be  denied,  I  re- 
spectfully request  that  this  communication  may  not  be  ms^e  a  matter 
'  of  animadversion  in  the  Conference,  so  as  to  produce  a  still  stronger 
influence  against  me  before  the  charges  shall  be  prepared  in  proper 
form.  I  here  dismiss  this  truly  painful  subject,  which  no  motive  could 
have  induced  me  io  lay  before  the  Conference  but  justice  to  myself, 
and  to  others  whose  characters  may  be  as  deeply  involved  as  my  own. 
And  having  made  this  communication  as  my  last  recourse  to  obtain 
the  knowledge  of  the  charges  which  your  official  journal  declares  were 
laid  in  against  me  more  than  two  years  ago,  and  under  which  I  had 
withdrawn  from  the  Church,  if  I  should  fail  to  obtain  these  charges 
here,  I  will  indulge  the  confident  hope  that  such  declaration  will  not 
be  repeated,  and  that  a  favorable  judgment  will  be  passed  upon  me,  at 
least  at  the  tribimal  of  public  opinion. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  express  my  deep  and  sincere  regret  that 
you  have  found  it  expedient,  as  the  result  of  your  deliberations,  to  de- 
cline to  recognize  a  fraternal  relation,  in  the  bonds  of  our  common 
Methodism,  to  the  Church,  South.  The  unanimity  with  which  you 
have  arrived  at  this  conclusion,  both  in  your  large  and  inteUigent  com- 
mittee, and  in  your  Conference  action,  may  be  regarded  as  evidence 
of  the  strong  consdidation  of  the  great  body  of  ministers  and  people 
which  you  represent,  and  for  which  yon  act.  And  I  will  indulge  the 
hope  that)  at  least  so  far  as  regards  all  the  essential  elements  which 
constitute  the  ^' unity  of  the  l^y  of  Christ,  which  is  his  Church." 
thi9  consolidation  will  be  fidly  realized.    But  suffer 'me  to  say,  that 
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thoDgh  my  voice,  soon  to  be  hushed  in  the  silence  of  the  tomb,  can  in' 
all  probability  be  heard  no  more'  in  your  councils ;  and  those  bonds 
^^hich  have  bound  me  to  you,  as  a  branch  of  the  great  Wesleyan  fami- 
ly of  Methodists,  for  half  a  century,  have  been  severed  by  your  act ;  I 
still  fee]  3  deep  solicitude  for  your  connectional  unity,  and  for  the  suc- 
cess of  the  great  work  committed  to  your  charge.  But  I  cannot  freie 
myself  from  the  apprehension  that  your  act  may  disturb  the  peace  and 
harmony  of  your  body,  and  be,  at  least,  the  accidental  cause  of  unhappy 
differeiices  among  your  body.  Against  such  a  result,  though  your  ac- 
tion in  connection  with  my  relation  to  the  Church  South  has  neutral- 
ized any  personal  or  official  influence  I  might  otherwise  exert,  I  shall 
continue  to  int^pose  my  prayers. 

In  the  last  four  years,  though  not  as  successful  as  in  some  previous 
years,  the  work  of  God  has  gradually  advanced  in  the  Annual  Confer- 
ences of  the  Church,  South,  and  in  some  parts  of  the  work  we  have 
had  great  and  blessed  revivals.  The  increase  of  white  members  is 
17,462 ;  colored  28,896.  Total  increase  in  the  four  years,  41,358. 
Very  respectfully  and  affectionately, 

Yours  in  Christian  bcmds, 

Joshua  Soulb.  ♦ 


A.— REPORT  ON  EDUCATION. 

The  judgment  of  reason,  attested  by  the  history  of  society,  declares 
that  no  community  can  continue  to  make  healthy  progress,  and  estab- 
lish itself  as  an  integrant  and  important  element  in  the  moral  world, 
unless  it  take  to  its  aid,  and  incorporate  with  its  life,  sound  and  liberal 
education.  If  this  be  true  in  reference  to  society  in  general,  how  much 
more  so  in  reference  to  religious  society !  A  Church  in  its  infancy, 
owing  to  its  more  urgent,  immediate  wants,  and  the  peculiar  condition 
of  the  people  under  its  care,  may  be  constrained  to  postpone  active  at- 
tention to  liberal  education.  So  it  was  in  the  primitive  Church.  But 
when  it  has  collected  a  people  which  has  itself  become  the  parent  of 
a  great  population  born  within  the  bosom  of  the  Church',  she  cannot 
fulfill  her  high  mission  unless  she  takes  measures  to  prevent  this  popu- 
lation from  being  withdrawn  from  under  her  fostering  care  in  the  period 
of  its  youth.  And  this  she  must  do  by  supplying  it  with  the-  whole 
circle  of  sound,  useful  learning,  imbued  with  Scriptural  and  vital  piety. 
A  Church  that  seeks  to  fulfill  her  mission  by  retaining  and  cherishing 
her  own  children,  and  by  coptinually  expanding  and  acting  on  society, 
must  create  a  religious  literature  that  shall  be  imbued,  not  only  with  the 
general  elements  of  Christianity,  but  with  her  peculiar  views  and  life. 
This  literature  must  not  be  confined  to  the  form  of  periodical  issues, 
but  must  become  a  permanent  element  in  her  life  and  action.  These 
remarks  apply,  with  peculiar  propriety  and  force,  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  She  has  strongly  marked  doctrines  and  discipline 
which  distinguish  her  from  her  sister  Churches.     She  finds  herself  in 
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a  new  and  vigorous  world,  the  Tast  ii^hiiii  of  tbe  oppressed  miUiont 
of  the  old  and  w(Mm-out  world :  a  new  world,  in  whicli  as  yet  a  mature 
religious  literature  has  not  been  produced,  suited  to  its  peculiar  genius 
and  conditions ;  a  world  in  which  the. principal  ChurclMs  are  laudably 
striving  to  be  felt  in  the  department  of  eiducation  and  religious  literature. 
And  this  noble  emulation  among  the  Churches  is  heightened  by  the 
astonishing  fertility  of  the  press,  striving  night  and  day,  by  skillful 
combinations  of  machinery  and  the  application  of  steam,  to  satisfy  the 
craving  demand  of  the  country  for  books.  Society,  in  this  new  world, 
is  placed  under  new  conditions :  it  is  fxee  to  speak  as  well  as  to  think ; 
and  thus  mind  is  brought  into  keen  conflict  with  mind :  and  from  these 
rapid  and  powerful  collisions  will  be  evolved  the  conclusions  which 
will  enter  permanently  into  the  hfe  of  society.  How  important,  then, 
when  every  doctrine  and  dogma  is  being  submitted  to  the  closest  scru- 
tiny, udd,  when  accepted,  becomes  spiritual  food  for  the  nation,  that 
we,  who  believe  that  we  hold  and  teach  the  true  evangelical  doctrine 
and  practice,  should  be  prepared  not  only  to  state  and  defend  the  same, 
but  to  present  them  to  the  youth  of  our  people  and  land,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  liberal  learning,  and  to  clearly  exhibit  them  to  the  judgment, 
and  apply  them  to  the  conscience,  of  those  to  whom  we  are  sent  to 
preach !  In  the  first  case  we  shall  retain  and  cherish  our  own  people, 
and  in  the  second  bring  others  under  the  blessed  influences  of  a  pure 
gospel. 

In  order  to  accomplish  all  this,  our  schools  must  comprehend  the 
whole  circle  of  learning,  and  be  open  to  all.  The  wealth  and  intelli- 
gence of  our  people  will  require  the  most  accomplished  education. 
But  if  our  schools  were  organized  only  for  our  own  people,  and  afllbrded 
little  more  than  instruction  in  our  own  peculiar  views,  they  would  con- 
tribute to  make  us  a  bigoted  sect,  instead  of  an  enlightened  and  liberal 
Church :  and  they  would  aflbrd  us  but  little  aid  ii\  extending  the  king- 
dom of  Christ  in  the  earth.  We  must  not  forget  the  social  character 
of  our  common  Christianity,  and  we  must  seek  to  introduce  it  into  the 
social  life  of  the  nation,  and  make  it  the  ruling  element  therein. 

Nor  must  we  omit  to  state  distinctly  that  the  progress  of  society  in 
matters  of  knowledge,  and  in  skill  in  execution,  imperiously  demand  a 
corresponding  advance  in  the  Christian  ministry.  It  will  be  impossible 
for  us  worthily  to  fulfill  our  mission  as  a  Church,  unless  our  ministry 
shall  be  in  advance  of  the  people  in  knowledge  as  well  as  in  spirituality. 
We  must  fully  measure  up  to  the  standard  prescribed  by  our  Saviour 
to  his  evangelists ;  we  must  be  able  to  bring  from  our  treasures  things 
new  and  old. 

There  never  was  a  period  in  the  history  of  the  ^Church  when  this 
ability  was  more  necessary.  The  very  foundations  of  our  holy  Chris- 
tianity, as  well  as  its  essential  principles,  are  undergoing  a  severe  scru- 
tiny ;  the  light,  as  well  as  the  ambition  and  wickedness  of  the  past,  are 
brought  to  the  investigation.  The  consciousness  of  what  is  true  and 
present  in  the  life  of  the  Church  must  aho  be  earnestly  contended  for, 
and  pressed  into  the  glorious  conflict.  For  by  means  of  those  keen 
collisions,  and  in  the  very  midst  of  them,  God  will  establish  the  king- 
dom of  his  Son,  chiefly  by  the  pure  and  powerful  preaching  of  his  holy 
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word.  How  inqportuit,  then,  is  it  tfait  efory  minister  should  be  able 
rightly  to  diride  the  word  of  Qod,  and  give  to  each  his  portion  in  due 
season ! 

Your  coramittee  take  great  pleasure  in  saying,  that  they  believe  that 
these  general  views  are  prevalent,  to  a  great  extent,  among  our  ministry 
and  people,  and  that  they  are  finding  additional  favor.  The  true  and 
^proper  aspect  of  education  is  being  clearly  apprehended:  that  is,  that 
it  must  be  carried  on  in  close  and  living  union  with  religion  ;  so  that 
the  elements,  the  evidences,  and  the  history  of  Christianity,  may  form 
a  part  of  the  earliest  food  of  the  youthful  mind.  That  the  interests  of 
education  and  religion,  thus  combined,  enter  into  the  regular  work 
of  the  Church  and  of  the  ministry,  the  General  Conference  has 
heretofore  judged  and  declared,  by  authorizing  our  bishops  to  appoint 
our  preachers  to  our  colleges  and  seminaries  of  learning,  and  to  con- 
tinue them  in  such  appointments  as  long  as  the  interests  of  the  Church 
in  this  department  of  her  work  require.  And  God  has  been  pleased  to 
affix  his  seal  to  this  division  of  our  work,  by  the  manifestations  of  his 
presence  in  all  our  principal  institutions ;  not  only  once  or  twice,  but 
in  some  of  them  several  times,  and  in  some  several  years  in  succession. 
Indeed,  a  careful  inquiry  would  probably  lead  to  the  conclusion,  that  in 
proportion  lo  the  number  of  students  in  our  schools,  as  many  instances 
of  conversion  to  God  have  occurred,  as  in  the  congregations  on  our 
circuits  and  stations.  From  among  these  concerted  yodth,  as  well  as 
from  the  bosom  of  our  societies,  have  come  forth,  and  will  come  forth, 
young  evangelists,  who,  subjected  to  the  thorough  and  well-digested 
course  of  study  which  our  superintendents  will  give  them  in  addition 
to  their Tormer  studies,  and  pursuing  this  course  in  conjunction  with 
practical  exercise  in  the  work  of  preaching  the  gospel  and  taking  care 
of  souls,  will  become  workmen  indeed,  who  shall  have  no  need  to  be 
ashamed.  And  from  these  seminaries  shall  go  forth,  also,  our  daugh- 
ters, to  adorn  society,  to  diffuse  the  essence  and  the  odor  of  piety  in  the 
more  private  and  sacred  walks  of  life ;  and  thus  to  become  the  sympa- 
thetic and  effectual  planters  of  the  seeds  of  eternal  life  in  the  hearts 
of  generations  to  come. 

These  general  views  your  committee  would  earnestly  commend  to 
our  ministry  and  the  people,  in  their  organized  and  individual  capacity, 
and  press  them  to  extend  a  prompt  and  liberal  support  and  patronage  to 
the  colleges  and  seminaries  under  their  care.  We  would  at  the  same 
time  deprecate  the  hasty  and  inconsiderate  multiplication  of  colleges ; 
and  most  respectfully  suggest  that  it  would  be  much  better  fully  to  eiv- 
dow  those  we  have  before  we -attempt  to  found  others.  Yet  your  cona- 
mittee  is  of  opinion  thsCt  each  conference  should  have  at  least  one  capa- 
cious and  well-endowed  academy  for  the  youth  within  its  bounds,  both 
male  and  female.  And  if  the  habits  of  the  people  object  to  the  educa- 
tion of  these  together,  then  there  should  be  one  seminary,  for  males,  and 
one  for  females. 

Your  committee  beg  leave  to  present,  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
Church,  an  intimation  of  what  has  been  accomplished  in  the  depart- 
ment of  education.  We  are  aware  that  the  exhibit  is  imperfect,  yet  it 
will  be  gratifying  to  see  even  what  we  can  now  state  with  cer- 
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tai&ty,    by  recitiog  the    rank    and    list   of  the   institimoiis   under 
our  care. 

COLLEGES. 

Wesleyan  University,  Middletown,  Conn. 

Dickinson  College,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Indiana  Asbury  University,  Greencastle,  la. 

Alleghany  College,  Meadville,  Pa. 

Ohio  Wesleyan  Uaiversity,  Delaware,  O.        .    • 

Augusta  College,  Augusta,  Ky. 

M'Kendreo  College,  Lebanon,  111. 

Iowa  City  College,  Iowa. 

SEMINARIES. 

Amenia  Seminary,  Amenia,  N.  Y. 
Asbury  Seminary,  Chagrin  Falls,  O. 
Bellevue  Seminary,  Bordentown,  N.  J. 
Baldwin  Institute,  JBerea,  O. 
Female  Institute,  Middletown,  Conn. 
Fort  Wayne  Female  College,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 
Genesee  Wesleyan  Seminary,  Lima,  N.  Y. 
Governeur  Wesleyan  Seminary,  Govemeur,  N.  Y. 
Gorgetown  Seminary,  Illinois. 
Hempstead  Seminary,  Hempstead,  L.  I. 
Juliet  Academy,  Albion,  Pa. 
Maine  Wesleyan  Seminary,  Kent's  Hill,  Me. 
Newbury  Seminary,  Newbury,  Vt. 

New-Hampshire  Conference  Seminary,  Northfield,  N.  H. 
North-western  Virginia  Academy,  Clarksburgh,*Va. 
Ohio  Conference  High  School,  Springfield,  O. 
Oneida  Conference  Seminary,  Cazenovia,  N.  Y. 
Pennington  Male  Seminary,  Pennington,  N.  J. 
Pennington  Female  Seminary,  Pennington,  N.  J. 
Preparatory  School,  Middletown,  Conn. 
Providence  Conference  Seminary,  East  Greenwich,  R.  I. 
Rock  River  Seminary,  Mount  Morris,  111. 
'  Troy  Conference  Academy,  West  Poultney,  Vt. 
Wesleyan  Academy,  Wilbraham,  Mass. 

Wesleyan  Female  Collegiate  Institute,  Wilmington,  Delaware. 
Wesleyan  Seminary,  Albion,  Mich. 
'Wyoming  Semlinary,  Kingston,  Pa. 
Wesleyan  Female  College,  Cincinnati,  O. 
Wesleyan  Female  Institute,  Staunton,  Va. 
"Worthington  Female  Seminary,  Worthington,  O. 
Wesleyan  Seminary,  Springfield,  Vt. 
Oakland  Female  Seminary,  Hillsboro',  O. 
Greenfield  Male  and  Female  Seminary,  Greenfield,  O. 
Dickinson  College  Seminary,  Williamsport,  Pa. 

Your  committee  would  fain  hope  that  the  first  resolution  reported 
herewith,  will  lay  the  foundation  of  a  complete  return  at  the  next 
General  Conference,  if  it  is  the  pleasure  of  the  Conference  to  adopt  it. 
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In  conclusion,  we  beg  leave  to  submit  it,  together  with  a  second 
resolution : — 

Resolved,  That  the  proper  authorities  in  each  of  our  Universities, 
Colleges,  and  Academies,  be  respectfully  requested  to  furnish  ia 
writing  to  the  next  General  Conference  definite  answers  to  the  following 
questions : 

1.  The  date  of  the  institution. 

2.  The  number  and  names  of  the  departments  of  instruction. 

3.  The  number  of  permanent  teachers. 

4.  The' number  of  volumes  in  the  libraries. 

5.  The  extent  and  value  of  the  apparatus  and  museum. 

6.  The  present  number  of  students,  and  the  average  number  annually 
for  the  last  four  years. 

7.  How  many  of  them  were  members  of  evangelical  Churches,  and 
how  many  became  such  during  their  residence  in  the  institution. 

8.  The  amount  and  character  of  the  property  and  funds  of  the  institution . 

9.  The  annual  income  and  expenditure. 

10.  The  financial  plan  fOT  permanently  endowing  the  institution,  or 
for  meeting  its  current  expenses. 

11.  Its  relation  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Resolved,  That  we  respectfully  but  earnestly  ask  the  attention  of 
each  Annual  Conference  to  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  presenting  the 
claims  of  the  literary  institutions  under  its  care  at  least  once  a  year,  at 
a  stated  time  fixed  by  the  Conference,  to  each  congregation,  and  of 
taking  up  a  public  collection  in  each  congregation  for  the  current 
support  of  said  institutions.     All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

J.  P.  DuRBiN,  Chairman, 


B.— PROPERTY  QUESTION. 
The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  beg  leave  further  to  report 
en  part : — 

That  they  have  had  under  consideration  the  claims  preferred  by  the 
Church  South  to  a  portion  of  the  property  of  the  Book  Concern  and 
Chartered  Fund ;  and  pending  the  discussion  of  the  subject,  the  ques- 
tion of  proposing  to  refer  the  whole  matter  to  disinterested  arbiters  was 
proposed  and  considered.  "Whereupon  the  Committee  agreed  to  recom^ 
mend  to  the  General  Conference  for  adoption  the  following  resolutions : — 

Resolved,  I.  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Conference  that  we  have 
no  authority  independently  of  the  Annual  Conferences  to  enter  into 
arbitration  with  the  commissioners  of  the  Methodist  l^iscopal  Church, 
South,  in  relation  to  the  claims  set  up  by  them  id  a  division  of  the 
vested  funds  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Resolved,  2.  That  this  General  Conference  recommend  to  the  An- 
nual Conferences  so  far  to  suspend  the  sixth  restrictive  rule  of  the 
Discipline,  as  to  allow  the  appointment  of  commissioners,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  arbitrating  what  is  technically  called  the  Property  Question 
with  the  commissioners  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 
By  order  of  the  Committee,     Respectfully  submitted, 

Geo.  Peck,  Chairman, 


^ 
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C.-ADDRESS  OF  THE  BRITISH  CONFERENCE. 

To  the  Bishops  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Churt^  in  the  United  StaUs 
ef  North  Amerieoj  and  to  the  Ministers  in  Conference  ossehMed  : 

Yert  Dear  Brethren, — At  our  last  Annual  Conference,  held  in  Liv- 
erpool, it  was  resolved,  That  as  it  is  desirable  to  maintain  that  fratenial 
and  Christian  affection  which  has  long  subsisted  between  your  Church 
and  British  Methodists,  a  representative  should  be  appointed  from 
among  us  to  attend  your  next  General  Conference.  .r  ^ 

The  Rev.  James  IJixon,  D.  D.,  was  affectionately  requested  to  un- 
dertake this  important  mission,  and  the  Rev.  Joseph  Stinson  was  desired 
to  accompany  him.  We  presume  that  Dr.  Dixon,  the  bearer  of  this 
letter,  is  not  altogether  unknown  to  you.  Among  us  he  has  lived  for 
many  years  in  the  highest  esteem  and  veneration.  His  Christian  sim- 
plicity, the  meekness  of  his  spirit,  his  manly  and  effective  eloquence 
in  preaching  the  gospel,  as  well  as  the  ability  and  fidelity  with  which 
he  has  maintained  our  ecclesiastical  polity,  have  pointed  him  out  as 
well  fitted  to  undertake  this  mission.  The  British  Conference  has 
deputed  him  to  visit  you  with  the  utmost  confidence  in  his  integrity 
and  ability*  His  companion,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Stinsoix,  also  visits  you 
in  compliance  with  our  earnest  desire,  and  with  our  entire  confidence 
and  growing  esteem. 

A  lengthened  epistle  is  rendered  unnecessary  by  the  presence  among 
you  of  our  representatives.  They  will  convey  to  you  our  fraternal 
salutations.  We  respectfully  refer  you  to  them  for  any  such  informa- 
tion respecting  our  affairs,  as  it  may  be  agreeable  to  them  to  com- 
municate. 

Our  earnest  prayer  is  that  the  Holy  Spirit  may  pour  upon  yonr 
approaching  assembly  his  choicest  influences,  and  conduct  your  delibe- 
rations to  such  results  as  shall  promote  the  glory  of  Christ,  and  the^ 
maintenance  and  sjuread  of  Scriptural  holiness  through  your  extended 
country. 

We  are,  dear  brethren,  in  behalf  of  the  British  Conference, 

Samuel  Jackson,  President. 

Robert  Newton,  Secretary. 

:      REPLY  TO  ADDRESS  OF' BRITISH  CONFERENCE. 
To  the  British  Conference  of  the  WesUyan  Methodist  Churdi : 

Fathers  and  Brethren, — Nothing  gives  us  more  pleasure  than  to 
receiva  your  fraternal  salutations  at  a  session  of  our  General  Confer- 
ence ;  and  this  pleasure  is  heightened  when  we  receive  them  at  the 
handSf  and  in  the  words,  of  one  of  your  own  body.  It  affords  us  much 
happiness  to  bear  testimony  to  the  excellent  spirit  and  amiable  deport- 
ment of  your  representative,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Dixon ;  and  we  should  hare 
been  pleased  to  receive  with  him  the  Rev.  Joseph  Stinson,  whom 
you  requested  to  accompany  him.    We  avail  ourselves  of  your  kind 
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and  coafidiag  reference  to  your  representatiye,  and  consider  his  address 
IS  08  as  the  Toiee  of  our  British  brethren. 

Through  him  you  express  the  continuance  of  your  cordial  affection 
towaid  us,  and  your  earnest  desire  for  our  increased  prosperity.  We 
receive  this  expression  as  in  some  degree  a  manifestation  of  paternal 
feeling  on  your  part,  which  in  our  judgment  has  somewhat  of  a  di?itte 
blessing  connected  with  it.  And,  in  return,  we  declare  the  unabated 
admiration  and  lore  which  we  bear  your  body,  and  our  desire  to  prove 
ourselves  worthy  of  our  sacred  spiritual  relations  with  you.  We  have 
good  hope  that  we  shall  be  able  to  do  so,  as  well  from  oar  own  know- 
ledge of  the  true  Wesl'eyan  character  of  our  doctrines,  services,,  and 
discipline,  as  from  the  frank  and  clear  declaration. of  your  representa- 
tive, that  ^e  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  appeared  to  him  to  exhibit ' 
essentially  pure  Weskyan  Methodism. 

Your  representative  was  pleased!  to  allude  to  the  unhappy  separation 
of  our  beloved  Church,  growing  out  of  the  connection  of  one  of  our 
superintendents  with  slavery,  prior  to  the  General  Conference  of  1844; 
and  expressed  his  deep  regret  that  any  such  cause  of  separation  shonld 
have  arisen. 

The  true  cause  of  the  difficulty  in  our  beloved  Zion  was  our  refusal 
to  s^Boit,  under  any  circumstances,  a  connection  of  our  episcopacy  with 
slavery.  True,  your  honored  representative  took  occasion  to  say  fur- 
ther, (declaring  at  ^e  same  time  that  he  expressed  the  sentiments  of 
the  whole  body  of  Methodists  in  England,  both  ministers  and  people,) 
that  your  sympathies  were  entirely  on  the  side  of  liberty. 

On  our  part  we  would  say,  that  while  all  our  sympathies  lie  in  the 
same  direction,  and  it  is  our  purpose  still,  as  heretofore,  to  bear  steadily 
our  testimony  against  the  great  evil  of  slavery ;  and  within  our  legiti- 
mate sphere  as  a  Church,  to  discountenance  it,  and  seek  its  removal ; 
we,  neTertheless,  have  long  been  satisfied  that  our  brethren  in  other 
countries,  occupying  a  distant  staod-point,  and  therefore  not  clearly 
comprehending  the  complicated  conditions  of  this  extremely  difficult 
subject,  have  not  been  able  to  do  full  justice  to  our  policy  and  coi^ct 
as  a  Church  in  regard  to  this  matter — they  may  have  thought  that  we 
should  have  acted  with  more  directness  and  decision.  Feeling  our- 
selves within  the  complications  of  this  great  evil,  whose  effects  are 
felt  throughout  the  sacred,  social,  and  political  relations  of  this  coun- 
try, it  becomes  us  to  act  prudently,  and  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  strive 
to  consider  well,  and  settle  all  things  on  the  surest  and  best  founda- 
tions for  the  promotion  of  his  glory,  and  ^  peace  and  prosperity  of 
the  Church. 

Your  representative  lock  occasion  to  express  to  us  the  high  saris^- 
taon  he  felt  in  visiting  our  country,  and  conversing  with  the  most  dJm- 
tinguished  and  intelligent  of  its  citizens,  both  in  the  government  and 
in  private  life.  And  we  acknowledge  a  sense  of  unfeigned  gratification 
on  our  part,  while  we  listened  to  his  frank  and  candid  avowal  of  his 
astonishment  at  the  mellowing  influences  of  our  institutions,  in  inspiring 
our  great  men  with  striking  condescension  and  courtesy,  and  in  ele- 
vating the  lowly.  And  we  were  edified  with  the  direct  and  fervent 
prayers  which  he  offered  up  for  pur  government  and  nation  in  las  pablk 
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administrations ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  he  as  frankly  and  fervently 
mingled  therewith  his  prayers  for  your  beloved  queen,  your  govern- 
ment, and  nation,  which  found  a  warm  response  from  our  hearts. 

We  will  take  this  occasion  to  say,  we  have  great  pleasure  in  ob- 
serving that  you  have  distinctly  assumed  all  the  titles,  forms,  and  func- 
tions of  a  true  Church  of  Christ,  whieh,  indeed,  we  have  regarded  yon 
always  to  have  been.  The  present  condition  of  Protestantism  in 
Europe,  and  particularly  in  England,  renders  this  position  on  yoor  part 
very  important  to  the  interests  of  Christ's  Church. 

Your  systematic  and  efficient  organization,  not  only  for  a  regular  and 
abundant  supply  of  the  word  of  life  to  the  people,  but  also  for  your 
foreign  missionary,  work,  commands  our  admiration,  and  moves  us  to 
action.  We  behold  you  planting  the  standard  of  the  cross  in  islands  of 
every  ocean,  and  on  the  coasts  and  plains  of  every  continent,  provoking 
us  thereby  to  enter  more  largely  into  the  same  great  work. 

It  gives  us  pleasure  to  assure  you,  that  in  this  respect  we  are  steadily 
advancing.  Though  our  movements  are  not  so  striking  as  yours,  yet 
they  are  vast  and  important.  Our  own  country  stretches  westward 
over  the  Rocky  Mountains  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  a  distance  of  thou- 
sands of  miles,  through  which  is  dispersed  a  sparse  population  from 
all  the  nations  of  Europe,  together  with  the  numerous  and  pc^ulous 
tribes  of  the  native  Indians  of  its  unbroken  forests. 

These  elements  of  vast  empires  must  be  taught  the  principles,  im- 
bued with  the  spirit,  and  provided  with  the  institutions,  of  our  holy 
Christianity.  This  immense  domain  is  our  domestic  field  of  mission- 
ary operations.  And  it  is  a  cause  of  devout  thankfulness  to  Grod  that 
we  see  it  yearly  blossoming  as  the  rose.  As  a  specimen,  we  mention 
our  German  Missions.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  native  Germans  flock 
to  our  land,  bringing  with  them  the  cdd  and  heartless  Rationalism,  or 
ignorant  and  fanatical  Roman  Catholicism,  of  Germany.  In  their  new 
and  strange  circumstances  they  become  easily  accessible  to  us,  and, 
within  ten  years  past,  five  thousand  have  been  converted  to  God,  of 
whom  about  two  thousand  were  Roman  Catholics.  These  have  been 
formed  into  regular  societies,  which  have  been  reduced  to  regular 
circuits,  stations,  and  districts,  and  well  appointed  by  German  preach- 
ers, amounting  in  all  to  eighty-five.  The  work  is  still  rapidly  advancing, 
and  we  are  taking  measures  to  insure  its  increase  and  purity.  Arrange- 
ments are  being  made  to  compile  and  publish  an  Evangelical  Com- 
jBieiitary  <hi  the  New  Testament,  also  Sunday-school  books  for  our 
German  Sunday  schools,  and  to  translate  additional  works  from  oar 
General  Catalogue  into  German.  Already  this  great  light,  kindled 
among  the  natives  of  Germany  now'  residing  in  this  country,  is  begin- 
ning to  illumine  their  fatherland,  by  means  of  letters,  bo<^,  and 
visitors  from  the  members  of  this  new  evangelical  German  Churcb. 
God  is  sending  Germany  to  us  to  be  evangelized  ;  and,  indeed,  in  some 
degree,  all  the  nations  of  Europe ;  and  we  doubt  not  but  the  reaction 
of  this  great  domestic  missionary  work  among  us  will  be  great  and 
salutary  on  the  Old  World.  But  we  are  not  content  within  this  do- 
mestic field — we  are  extending  our  missionary  operations  to  OregOD, 
California,  portions  of  Mexico,  and  to  China.    And  aided  by  the  brtgiit 
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Sample  of  your  brilliant  missionary  resources  and  operations,  we 
hope  shortly  to  fill  up  the  measure  of  the  missionary  work  which  God 
may  be  pleased  to  assign  us. 

And  while  we  are  thus  endeavoring  to  extend  the  kingdom  of  God 
wider  in  the.  world,  we  are  not  unmindful  of  the  population  he  hath 
given  us  at  home.  And  believing  that  education  is  one  great  means  of 
advancing  and  £ortif3dng  his  kingdom  among  us,  we  have,  within  the 
last  twenty  years,  given  much  attention  to  this  matter.  While  we 
have  not  thought  it  best  to  have  theological  seminaries  proper,  and 
have  judged  that  a  proper  course  of  study  which  our  young  men  are 
required  to  accomplish  in  four  years,  while  they  are  actively  engaged 
in  preaching  the  gospel,  and  taking  care  of  souls,  will  make  them  able 
ministers  of  the  New  Testament,  we  have  been  carefol  to  provide  uni- 
versities, colleges,  and  academies,  for  the  education  df  our  own  people, 
as  well  as  the  public  at  large.  And  in  this  department  of  our  work  we 
may  congratulate  ourselves  as  having  been  successful.  We  have  now 
seven  colleges  fully  organised,  and  affording  academic  education  to 
thousands  df  our  younger  sons,  and  also  of  our  daughters,  who  are 
thus  prepared  to  diffuse  the  essence  and  odor  of  piety  in  the  more  pri- 
vate and  sacred  walks  of  life. 

We  lake  pleasure  in  naming,  as  additional  means  of  education,  the 
vast  capital  and  appliances  of  our  General  Book  Concern,  and  the 
numerous  excellent  works  which  issue  from  it.  In  the  General  Cata- 
logue there  are  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  distinct  works,  some  of 
them  extending  to  six  heavy  volumes.  In  the  list  are  commentaries, 
dictionaries.  Church  histories,  and  many  excellent  ecclesiastical  and 
theological  works.  We  should  be  wanting  in  honor  did  we  not  acknow- 
ledge that  many  of  them  have  been  derived  from  your  connection. 
Our  Sunday-school  publications  also  are  very  numerous  ;  the  Youth's 
Library  already  amounts  to  four  hundred  and  eleven  volumes,  and  our 
Tract  publications  to  three  hundred  and  sixty.  It  would  be  difficult  to 
state  the  many  thousands  of  these  works  that  are  annually  distributed 
throughout  our  vast  country. 

Our  periodical  literature  is  also  immense.  The  weekly  issues  from 
our  various  presses  in  newspaper  form  amount  to  not  less  than  forty- 
five  thousand  copies.  We  have  one  monthly  magazine,  entitled  "  The 
Ladies'  Repository,"  with  about  seven  thousand  subscribers.  It  is  con- 
'  ducted  with  taste  and  ability,  and  the  mechanical  execution  and  em- 
bellishments are  very  creditable. 

Our  Quarterly  Review  is  conducted  with  ability,  and  affords  a 
medium  of  presenting  to  our  ministers  and  principal  friends  the  graver 
topics  in  theology,  and  in  general  science  and  literature.  Our  children 
in  our  thousands  of  Sunday  schools  are  supplied,  semi-monthly,  with 
the  Sunday-School  Advocate,  in  quarto  form.  It  now  has  80,000  sub- 
scribers, and  is  rapidly  advancing  to  100,000.  We  have  also  a  monthly 
Missionary  Advocate,  with  a  subscription  list' of  at  least  20,000,  which 
distributes  throughout  our  Church  general  missionary  intelligence  from 
various  psurts  of  the  world.  We  trust  that  these  vast  issues  of  books 
and  periodicals  from  our  various  presses  and  agencies  are  dee^dy 
imbued  with  the  doctrines  and  spirit  of  genuine  Chriistianity. 

19 
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We  did  not  think  it  necessaTy  in  the  earlier  part  of  this  address  to 
allude  to  the  only  little  matter  of  uneasiness  between  us,  that  is,  the 
liberty  whicl^  some  of  our  ministers  (we  say  some,  although  we  are 
advised  of  but  one  case)  have  taken  to  visit  England,  and  make  ap- 
pointments for  preaching  and  public  services,  wkhput  the  regular 
approbation  or  concurrence  of  the  proper  authorities  among  you.  It 
gives  us  pleasure  to  testify  our  disapprobation  of  this  course,  and  to  say 
it  has  never  been  done  with  our  sanction  ;  and  that  we  will  see  that 
hereafler  the  proper  restraint  is  put  upon  all  our  traveling  ministers  in 
this  matter.  As  it  respects  local  preachers,  we  have  no  direct  autho- 
rity in  the  premises ;  but  we  wish  distinctly  to  declare  our  disappro- 
bation of  any  conduct  on  their  part,  as  preachers  in  your  country, 
which  has  not  your  special  sanction,  and  is  not  under  your  direction. 
We  have  been  gratified  to  observe,  that  the  cause  of  temperance,  on 
the  principle  of  total  abstinence  from  intoxicating  liquors,  is  attracting 
attention  in  England ;  and  we  respectfully  ask  your  attention  to  it,  and 
your  kind  consideration  of  it  as  intimately  connected  with  the  best 
interests  of  society  in  general,  and  greatly  conducive  to  the  success  of 
the  Gospel.  Such  is  our  experience  in  America,  particularly  when  the 
Church  enters  heartily  into  the  cause. 

In  conclusion,  it  gives  us  great  pleasure  to  renew  to  you  the  expres- 
sion of  our  fraternal  affection ;  and  to  say,  that  it  is  now  in  our  minds, 
at  some  suitable  time  hereafter,  to  reciprocate  the  favor  you  have  done 
us  by  sending  us  your  excellent  representative  to  refresh  our  spirits  by 
his  holy  ministry,  and  to  edify  us  by  your  Christian  fellowship  which 
we  enjoy  through  him.    •  * 

Wishing  you  all  prosperity  and  peace  as  a  Church,  through  the 
abounding  grace  of  God  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  we  are,  dear  fathers 
and  brethren,  yours  in  the  bonds  of  the  gospel. 
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To  the  Bishops  and  Members  of  the  General  Cor^erence  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren,-— With  undiminished  feelings  of 
regard  for  our  brethren  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  general, 
and  particularly  for  the  bishops  and  ministers  who  labor  in  word  and 
doctrine  within  its  pale,  we  avail  ourselves  of  the  occasion^  of  the  as- 
sembling of  the  General  Conference  to  renew  the  testimony  of  our 
esteem  and  affection. 

We  are  aware  that  very  important  topics  were  discussed  at  your 
last  General  Conference  ;  and  since  that  period  some  of  these  subjects 
have  engrossed  the  attention  and  excited  the  feelings  of  ministers  and 
people  throughout  your  extensive  country.  In  the  serious  difficulties 
by  which  you  have  been  surrounded,  and  the  troubles  in  which  yon 
have  been  involved,  we  have  felt  the  deepest  concern,  and  cherished 
the  liveliest  sympathy.    But  "  God  is  the  hope  of  Israel,  the  Saviour 
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thereof  in  time  of  trouble."  That  he  may  overrule  all  things  for  his 
own  glory,  and  the  ultimate  benefit  and  salvation  of  your  venerated  and 
beloved  Church,  is  our  devout  and  earnest  prayer. 

Your  success  in  the  midst  of  these  trials  and  conflicts  awakens  our 
gratitude  and  joy.  We  notice  with  unmixed  pleasure  your  extensive 
operations  in  the  diffusion  of  education,  in  the  circulation  of  useful  and 
religious  books  and  tracts,  in  the  estahlishmeBt  and  support  of  Sunday 
schools,  and  in  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  as  far  as  your  population 
extends.  We  rejoice  to  learn  that  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  has 
poured  out  his  Holy  Spirit  on  various  parts  of  your  great  field  of  labor, 
and  that  thousands  by  your  instrumentality  have  been  brought  to  the 
knowledge  of  Christ.  May  these  tokens  of  the  divine  presence  and 
favor  be  perpetuated  among  you  to  the  latest  generation ! 

The  Wesleyan  Church  in  Canada,  as  in  the  United  States,  has  had 
its  times  of  sorrow  and  seasons  of  joy.  Since  the  year  1840  we  have 
had  to  lament  over  serious  difiSculties  existing  between  ourselves  and 
the  English  Conference.  Happily,  upon  a  review  of  the  whole,  both 
parties  were  led  to  the  conclusion  that  misapprehension  had  existed 
on  several  points,  and  that  events  which  gave  rise  to  differences  in 
former  years  no  longer  existed.  To  the  English  Conference  of  1846 
we  sent  our  esteemed  brethren,  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Ryerson  and  Green, 
as  our  representatives,  that,  if  practicable,  peace  and  unity  might  be 
restored  and  promoted  between  the  two  legitimate  Wesleyan  bodies  in 
Western  Canada.  Under  the  peculiar  guidance  of  divine  Providence 
their  mission  was  signally  successful.  Our  English  brethren  have 
promptly  joined  us  in  mutual  agreement  to  bury  in  oblivion  the  record 
of  the  painful  past :  to  reunite  our  separated  bodies  on  terms  generous 
and  just :  and  to  go  forward  as  a  united  host  in  the  defense  and  main- 
tenance of  the  glorious  gospel  of  the  ever-blessed  God.  We  ai^e 
certain  your  earnest  prayers  will  spontaneously  blend  with  our  own 
that  this  union  may  be  perpetual. 

We^are  still  endeavoring  to  assist  in  promoting  the  great  object  of 
useful  and  religious  education  in  this  country.  Our  college  has  had  its 
embarrassments  ;  but  we  are  gradually  surmounting  them.  Our  Book 
Room  is  in  a  state  of  efficiency.  The  mission  work  among  us  is  in- 
creasing, and  the  funds  are  increasing  with  the  work.  Our  other 
connectional  funds  are  also  on  the  advance,  through  the  liberality  of 
our  people.  Our  united  bodies  make  the  statistics  of  the  Connection 
in  Western  Canada  as  follows : — Circuits  and  missions  98,  preachers 
189,  members  24^82. 

Considering  the  hostilities  we  have  had  to  combat  in  past  years,  we 
are  truly  thankful  that  our  situation  at  present  is  so  favorable,  and  shall 
enter  upon  the  duties  of  another  year  high  in  hope,  and  full  of  expecta- 
tion, that  the  blessing  of  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  will  be  upon 
us  and  our  beloved  people,  prospering  us  more  and  more  in  our  work 
of  faith  and  labor  of  love. 

We  have  appointed  our  esteemed  brethren,  the  Rev.  Messrs.  M. 
Richey,  A.  M.,  J.  Ryerson,  and  Anson  Green,  as  our  representatives 
to  your  General  Conference,  to  whom  we  refer  you  for  any  additional 
information  respecting  us  which  you  may  desire. 
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Signed  by  order,  and  on  behalf  of  the  Conference  of  the  Wesleyan 
Methodist  Church  in  Canada,  this  16th  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-seven. 

R.  Alder,  President. 

James  Musgrove,  Secretary. 

REPLY  TO  THE  CANADA  ADDRESS. 

Dear  Brethren, — We  have  received  your  very  kind  and  agreeable 
address  by  the  hands  of  your  worthy  and  esteemed  representatives,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Richey,  D.  D.,  Rev.  J.  Ryerson,  and  Rev.  A.  Green,  con- 
veying to  us  your  warm  Christian  salutations.  Your  excellent  repre- 
sentatives also  took  occasion  to  add  thereto  further  expressions  of  your 
fraternal  regards,  and  of  your  personal  esteem  and  afTection  for 
us.  We  accept  all  these  QKpressions  as  tokens  of  your  sincere  love 
toward  us,  and  of  your  earnest,  desire  to  cultivate  the  same  in  future. 
Allow  us,  dear  brethren,  to  reciprocate  from  our  hearts  the  affection 
you  bear  us,  and  to  render  thanks  to  God  for  the  manifestations  of  his 
goodness  to  you,  especially  in  restoring  peace  and  concord  between 
you  and  our  common  parent  connection  in  England.  We  rejoice  that 
you  have  found  in  the  British  Connection,  and  we  believe,  you  will 
continue  to  find  in  it,  counsel  and  support ;  and  that,  aided  by  its  gene- 
ral and  liberal  fostering  care,  your  own  industry  and  enterprises  will 
be  abundantly  fruitful. 

In  your  address  you  allude  to  the  interests  of  education  among  you, 
and  of  the  prosperity  of  your  Book  Concern,  which  we  regard  as  a 
spiritual  handmaid  of  secular  learning.  It  is  a  matt^  of  real  joy  to  us 
that  you  have  a  fair  prospect  of  permanently  endowing  a  college  for 
the  liberal  education  of  your  youth,  and  the  youth  of  your  province, 
under  the  salutary  influence  of  your  own  ^Church.  It  is  wise  and 
good  to  take  care  of  the  people  born  to  you  in  the  bosom  of  your  com- 
munity ;  and  also  to  expand  and  advance  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  in  the  midst  of  the  world  by  means  of  a  healthy, 'a  sanc- 
tified education ;  an  education  sound  in  its  elements,  and  made 
vital  by  the  personal  spirituality  of  the  professors  and  teachers  who 
dispense  it. 

Your  address  also,  as  did  your  representatives,  alluded  to  the  difii- 
culties  which,  for  the  last  four  years,  have  distressed  our  Zion ;  and 
although  it  appeared  to  us  that  they  did  not  fully  comprehend  them, 
yet  they  kindly  and  properly  expressed  a  hope  that  these  troubles 
would  pass  away.  They  encouraged  us  by  setting  forth  your  own 
case  as  one  of  long-continued  and  great  difficulty,  yet  happily  adjusted 
at  last.  We  also  abide  in  hope  that  these  difficulties  may  pass  away 
from  us,  and  our  Zion  be  as  tranquil  and  prosperous  as  formerly.  But 
we  do  not  now  see  the  end ;  and  have  some  apprehensions,  as  it  is 
believed  that  both  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  claim  that  essential  principles  of  morals  and 
policy  are  involved.     But  in  the  Lord  will  we  put  our  trust. 

It  gives  us  great  pleasure  to  have  no  occasion  for  a  lengthy  epistle 
to  you,  on  account  of  any  misunderstiandings  between  us.     We  are  of 
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oQe  heart  and  one  mind,  and  rejoice  mutually  in  each  other's  pros- 
perity. Let  us  continae  to  be  of  the  same  mind,  and  to  walk  by  the 
same  rule.  It  is  now  in  our  minds  to  send  to  you  one  of  our  own  body, 
at  a  suitable  time,  to  express  to  you,  face  to  face,  the  lore  we  bear 
you,  and  our  fellowship  with  you. 

And  now,  dear  brethren,  we  commend  you  to  6od,~and  to  the  word 
of  his  grace  ;  and  we  renew  to  you  the  assurance  of  our  fraternal  affec- 
tion in  Jesus  Christ,  our  common  Lord  and  Saviour. 


E.— REPORT  ON  vSUNDAY  SCHOOLS. 

The  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools  and  Tracts  hare  had  under  con- 
sideration the  several  papers  referred  to  them,  and  present  the  follow- 
ing as  their  report,  in  part : — 

There  is  no  benevolent  enterprise  among  the  many  which  mark  the 
present  period  that  has  higher  claims  upon  the  attention,  or  that 
appeals  more  loudly  to  the  S3rmpathies  of  the  human  heart,  than  the 
sabbath  school.  If  we  contemplate  it  in  its  bearings  upon  the  spiritual 
interests  of  its  legitimate  subjects,  both  their  age  and  number  invest  it 
with  peculiar  importance.  Other  instrumentalities  for  doing  good  have 
to  grapple  with  established  habits,  which  present  almost  insuperable 
obstructions  to  success,  and  are  necessarily  restricted  in  the  proba- 
bilities of  efficiency  by  the  comparative  paucity  of  their  objects; 
whereas  Sunday  schools  lay  their  forming  hand  on  the  yielding  mind 
of  youth  in  great  numbers,  and  in  all  the  departments  of  society.  Ere 
the  enemy  has  had  time  to  sow  the  tares  of  vice,  the  soil  is  prepared 
for  and  receives  the  good  seed,  which  experience  and  observation. 
have  shown  spring  up  and  bring  forth  precious  fruits,  in  some  thirty, 
in  some  sixty,  and  in  some  a  hundredfold,  to  the  benefit  of  society  and 
the  glory  of  God.  If  hitherto  the  institution  has  been  justly  regarded 
as  the  nursery  of  the  Church,  furnishing  her  altars  with  devout  wor- 
shipers, and  her  pulpits  with  warm-hearted  and  successful  ministers,  in 
future  it  must  be  more  eminently  so,  especially  in  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  If  our  zeal  should  be  unabated,  and  our  knowledge 
steadily  progressive,  their  united  influence  will  not  enable  us  to  fulfill 
our  mission — to  spread  Scripture  holiness  through  the  world — ^unless 
we  strike  at  the  root  in  religiously  educating  the  children.  We  may 
burn  with  zeal,  and  shine  in  all  the  attractions  of  learning  in  the  pulpit 
and  through  the  press,  but  if  we  leave  our  children  to  the  care  of 
others  in  the  sabbath  school,  though  Christians  they  may,  Methodists 
they  never  will,  become.  As  we  believe  in  "  Christianity  in  earnest," 
and  feel  our  great  indebtedness,  under  God,  to  the  Church  of  our 
choice,  and  would  hsmd  down  to  our  children's  children  to  the  end  of 
time  the  doctrines,  the  moral  discipline,  and  the  deep  Scriptural  holi- 
ness, of  our  beloved  Methodism  as  the  richest  inheritance  we  have 
received,  or  can  impart,  we  must,  to  the  utmost  of  our  ability,  establish 
and  build  up  sabbath  schools. 

We  are  happy  to  say,  the  <^  Memorial  of  the  Sunday-School  Union 
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of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church/'  which  was  read  before  yon,  and 
referred  to  your  committee,  and  the  more  extended  "  Report  *'  of  the 
Union,  recently  published  by  our  Book  Agents  at  New- York,  furnish 
most  encouraging  evidence  that  the  Church  is  more  alive  to  this  great 
interest  than  ever  before,  and  that^  the  prospect  is  increasingly  cheer- 
ing. Though  within  the  last  four  years  hundreds  of  our  traveling 
ministry,  and  thousands  of  our  membership,  have  separated  from  us, 
carrying  with  them  a  large  number  of  Sunday  school  children,  our 
increase  of  schools  and  scholars  has  been  nearly  fifty  per  cent.,  while 
the  receipts  for  their  support  have  increased  in  little  more  than  two 
years  and  a  half  nearly  tenfold  over  all  the  previous  receipts  from  the 
organization  of  the  Union  to  that  date.  And,  best  of  all,  in  a  single 
year  more  than  four  thousand  conversions  have  been  reported  among 
,    the  teachers  and  scholars ! 

In  closing  this  part  of  the  work  assigned  us,  we  would  present  a 
few  resolutions  for  the  adoption  of  Conference,  in  relation  to  visiting 
the  schools,  forming  Bible  classes,  and  enforcing  catechetical  instruc- 
tion, if  such  obligations  were  not  already  most  solemnly  laid  upon 
every  Methodist  preacher  by  the  disciplinary  regulations  to  which  he 
has  voluntarily  subscribed.  We  forbear,  therefore,  to  add  more  than 
a  solitary  reflection :  the  present  growing  prosperity  in  the  sabbath- 
school  cause  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  a  great  degree,  is 
traceable,  no  doubt,  not  to  the  precedent  exercise  of  an  agency  the  wis- 
dom of  which  cannot  be  too  highly  eulogized,  while  we  deem  it  pm- 
dent  not  to  name  the  agent,  lest  we  thereby  set  a  precedent  which,  in 
coming  years,  might  be  a  heavy  tax  on  an  honest  committee,  or  render 
the  misfortunes  of  inefficiency  an  intolerable  burden. 

Praying  that  the  cause  may  always  meet  the  favor  its  importance 
merits,  until  it  has  contributed  its  full  share  in  the  evangelization  of 
the  world,  we  respectfully  submit  the  result  of  our  labors  in  proposing 
the  following  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Sunday-School 
Union  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  recommended  by  the  Board 
of  Managers,  and  to  the  Discipline  of  the  Church. 

L  In  regard  to  the  Constitution. 

1.  That  Art.  III.  be  amended  by  erasing  the  last  sentence,  and  in- 
serting "  each  Annual  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
shall  be  entitled  to  elect  a  vice-president." 

I  2.  That  Art.  V.  be  amended  by  erasing  the  term  "  twenty-four,"  in 

the  sixth  line,  and  inserting  "  thirty-six ;"  and  also  by  erasing  the 
words  "  and  county'*  from  the  sevenUi  line. 
)  3.  That  Art.  YI.  be  amended  by  erasing  from  the  first  and  second 

lines  the  words,  "  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  April,"  and  inserting 
I  '*  in  the  second  week  in  January." 

!  II .  In  regard  to  the  Discipline. 

*  1.  On  page  25,  in  chap,  i,  sec.  3,  question  17,  let  the  question  be: 

*:  '^  What  has  been  contributed  for  the  support  of  missions,  what  for  the 

'.  Sunday-School  Union,  what    for  the  publication  and  circulation  of 

[  tracts,  and  what  to  aid  the  American  Bible  Society  ?" 

2.  On  page  45,  in  chap,  i,  sec.  10,  answer  16,  line  3  from  the  top, 
i                 under  the  head  of  '*  Duties  of  those  who  have  charge  of  Circaits," 
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after  the  word  '<  same"  insert  the  words,  "  to  his  Annual  Conference, 
according  to  the  form  published  by  the  Sunday-School  Union  of  the 
Methodist  EjHscopal  Church;"  and  strike  out  all  after  the  word 
"tracts." 

3.  On  page  62,  chap,  i,  sec.  16,  eighteenth  line  from  the  top,  let  it 
read,  "Each  Quarterly  Conference  shall  have  supervision  of  all  the 
Sunday  schools  and  Sunday-school  societies  within  its  bounds,  which 
schools  and  societies  shall  be  auxiliary,"  &c. 

4.  On  page  31,  chap,  i,  sec.  5,  after  the  word  "  circuit,"  in  the  third 
line  from  the  top  of  the  page,  read :  '*  and  male  superintendents  of 
Sunday  schools,  who  are  in  full  membership  in  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church ;  provided  that  where  there  are  two  or  more,  the  prin- 
cipal superintendent  only  shall  be  a  member  of  the  Quarterly  Confer- 
ence."    [Laid  on  the  table.] 

5.  On  page  63,  chap^  i,  sec.  16,  answer  2,  fourth  line  from  the  top, 
that  all  after  the  word  "  Conference"  be  erased ;  and  on  page  45, 
chap,  i,  sec.  1,  after  answer  16,  read:  ^^  Ans,  17.  To  take  an  annual 
collection  in  each  of  his  appointments  in  behalf  of  our  Sunday-School 
Union."  This  will,  of  course,  require  that  answers  17  and  18,  as  they 
now  stand,  be  numbered  18  and  19. 

In  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

C.  CooEE,  Chairman, 
Pittsburgh,  Mof  24, 1848. 


P.— REPORT  ON  TRACTS. 

The  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools  and  Tracts  have  had  the  latter 
subject  under  considerati<Mi,  and  beg  leave  to  present  the  following  as 
their  report : — 

The  Rev.  John  Wesley  might  be  regarded  as  the  parent  of  that  ad* 
mirable  plan  of  disseminating  knowledge  and  doing  good  by  the  circu- 
lation of  small  printed  documents  called  tracts,  the  utility  of  which 
i&  now  so  generally  admitted,  had  not  One,  whose  sandals  even  Wes- 
ley was  not  worthy  to  bear,  adopted  the  expedient  more  than  eighteen 
centuries  since.  The  Holy  Volume,  now  and  always  a  unit  in  truth,  is 
not  so  in  the  dates  of  its  parts,  nor  in  the  character  of  its  compositions. 
It  is  a  volume  of  tracts,  brought  out  at  different  and  distinct  periods,  in 
different  countries,  and  in  divers  forms  ;  and  in  the  manner  of  coming 
into  the  possession  of  mankind,  exhibiting  not  less  wisdom  than  in  the 
character  of  its  revelations.  We  cannot  say,  that  when  nearly  every 
instrumentality  adapted  to  promote  the  salvation  of  the  world  was  sleep- 
ing in  profound  inefficiency,  the  fact  alluded  to  awoke  in  the  breast 
of  our  distinguished  founder  the  idea  that  tracts  would  be  as  efficient 
in  doing  good  in  the  eighteenth  century  as  in  the  first :  but  it  is  cer- 
tain that  in  this  way,  or  in  some  other,  the  philanthropy  of  that  great 
reformer  was  directed  to  tract  circulation  as  a  great  auxiliary  to  the 
work  of  preaching  the  gospel.    Others  have  seen  the  wisdom  of  the 
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plan,  and  are  operating  upon  it  with  unexampled  enccess.  The  Ame- 
rican Tract  Society,  which  has  held  its  twenty-third  anniversary  since 
the  commencement  of  our  session,  reports  its  receipts  for  the  last  year 
at  $237,296  94,  more  than  a  hundred  thousand  of  which  were  dona- 
tions, the  remainder  the  proceeds  of  sales.  In  one  year  it  has  circu- 
lated 6,987,202  publications,  making  211,730,285  pages,  which, 
added  to  the  circulation  of  former  years,  makes  the  whole  amount  of 
pages  in  twenty-three  years,  ttoo  thousand  and  thtrty'five  millions^  nine 
hundred  and  one  thousand,  three  hundred  and  twenty-six  pages  /  In  this 
organization  several  denominations,  as  such,  and  many  individuals  of 
others,  unite,  while  besides  these  there  are  several  ecclesiastical  de- 
nominational societies.  That  a  vast  amount  of  good  is  done  by  the 
American  association,  and  also  by  such  as  are  more  isolated,  there 
can  be  no  reasonable  doubt.  It  is  a  question  worthy  of  our  considera- 
tion, Ought  we  to  merge  our  energies  in  the  former,  or  follow  the 
example  of  the  latter  ?  For  many  reasons  there  should  be  but  one 
response  to  this  question.  Grod  has  given  us  a  work  to  do ;  and  while 
we  wish  well  to,  and  pray  for  the  success  of  others,  let  us  do  our  own 
work  in  our  own  way. 

The  Discipline  makes  it  the  duty  of  those  who  have  charge  of  cir- 
cuits to  encourage  the  distribution  of  tracts,  by  forming  societies  and 
making  collections  for  this  object,  in  such  way  as  the  Annual  Confer- 
ences to  which  they  belong  direct.  But,  though  four  of  the  bishops, 
in  March,  1845,  caused  to  be  published  a  circular,  calling  attention  to 
the  rule,  and  to  the  importance  of  the  work  it  enjoins,  it  is  to  be  feared 
that  there  is  much  less  done  by  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
'  this  department  of  Christian  enterprise  than  should  be  expected.  As 
already  remarked,  it  is  a  method  of  doing  good  commended  to  us  by 
the  example  of  our  own  Wesley,  and  by  its  obvious  facilities  for  the 
achievement  of  great  results  by  limited  means.  And  surely  no  Church 
has  better  opportunities  to  wield  this  instrumentality  with  efficiency 
than  ours,  our  itinerant  system  giving  us  a  kind  of  omniimsence,  of 
which  other  denominations,  whatever  other  advantages  they  may  have, 
cannot  boast.  It  is  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  therefore,  that  there 
should  be  incorporated  in  the  Discipline  something  more  in  detail 
than  we  find,  and  which  shall  be  obligatory  upon  preachers  in  charge, 
though  the  Annual  Conferences  should  wholly  neglect  to  act  in  the 
premises. 

Invoking  the  blessing  of  God  on  his  Church  in  every  lawful  effort 
to  promote  the  great  ends  of  her  organisation,  and  especially  in  sowing 
broadcast  the  precious  seed  by  means  of  tract  distribution,  we  submit 
for  your  action  our  report,  recommending  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution  :-^ 

Resolved  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences  in 
General  Conference  assembled.  That  the  Discipline  be  amended,  by 
inserting  after  the  15th  answer  to  the  1st  question  of  section  10,  chap- 
ter i,  the  following  as  the  16th  answer : — 

"  If  the  Annual  Conference  to  which  he  belongs  should  not  give  any 
directions  on  the  subject,  to  take  up  a  collection  in  the  course  of  the 
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year,  or  raise  a  etibscription,  as  he  may  jndj^e  expedient,  thB  proceeds 
of  which  shall  be  at  his  disposal  in  the'  purchase  and  distribution  of 
tracts,"     Respectfully  submitted, 

♦         C.  Cooke,  Chairman, 
^Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  24, 1848, 


'G.— REPORT  ON  TEMPERANCE. 

The  Committee  on  Temperance  submit  for  the  action  of  tho  General 
Conference  the  following  as  their  last  report : — 

It  affords  us  great  pleasure  to  announce,  that  within  the  last  twenty 
years  the  doctrines  of  the  temperance  reformation 'have  been  dissemi- 
nated throughout  the  civilized  world ;  and  in  many  countries  they  have 
exerted  a  most  powerful  and  salutary  influence  over  all  classes  of  the 
people.  Temperance,  we  believe,  is  one  of  the  practical  features  of 
our  common  Christianity,  and  should  combine  the  energies  and  zeal 
of  all  pious  people  in  its  support  and  promotion.  By  its  instrumen- 
talities unnumbered  thousands  have  been  rescued  from  the  most  hideous 
forms  of  vice — from  degradation,  poverty,  and  wretchedness  ;  and  their 
comfortable  and  smiling  families  attest  the  importance  of  their  reforma- 
tion. This  cause  has  not  only  arrested  and  rolled  back  the  desolating 
tide  of  intemperance,  but  it  has  spread  innumerable  blessings  in  its 
pathway :  being  often  followed  by  revivals  of  experimental  religion,  it 
secures  the  interests  of  its  subjects,  under  God,  both  in  this  life  and 
in  that  which  is  to  come. 

The  great  truth,  that  alcoholic  drinks  are  never  necessary  for  per- 
sons in  health,  but  always  injurious,  has  been  freely  discussed  in  all 
circles  of  society ;  and  vast  multitudes  of  moderate  drinkers  have  been 
brought  under  its  influence,  and  now  advocate  and  practice  total  absti- 
nence from  all  intoxicating  liquors.     In  all  this  we  do  rejoice. 

We  proclaim  with  peculiar  satisfaction  that  we  now  have  Mr.  Wes- 
ley's rule  on  spirituous  liquors  restored  to  our  General  Rules.  This 
was  done  by  a  vote  of  two  thousand  and  eleven  to  twenty-one  in  the 
Annual  Conferences.  This  overwhelming  majority  may  be  considered 
as  full  proof  that  the  making,  vending,  or  using,  intoxicating  liquors  as 
a  beverage,  are  judged  to  be  unchristian  practices  by  American  Method- 
ists, and  ought  not  to  be  tolerated  in  the  Church  of  God. 

Your  Committee  recommend  to  the  General  Conference  the  adop- 
tion of  the  following  resolutions : —       , 

1.  Resolved,  &c..  That  while  we  recognize  the  good  hand  of  our 
God  in  giving  success  to  the  temperance  enterprise  in  former  years, 
we  deem  it  our  special  duty,  at  the  present  time,  to  send  up  our  most 
fervent  prayers,  and  to  put  forth  our  utmost  Christian  endeavors,  to 
secure  the  complete  triumph  of  this  great  cause  ;  and  that  we  most 
earnestly  recommend  to  all  the  Annual  Conferences  to  adopt  such 
measures  as  they  shall  deem  best  calculated  to  advance  this  very  de* 
sirable  object. 

20 
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2.  Resolved,  That  we  cordially  approve  of  the  design  of  the  New- 
York  Temperance  Society,  based  on  Christian  principles,  and  should 
rejoice  to  see  similar  associations  organized  throughout  the  country. 

/  Joshua  Monroe, 

John  F.  Weight, 
John  Bowien, 
G.  Webber, 
J.  Dodge, 
B.  Creagh, 
L.  A.  Eddy. 


H.— FINAL  REPORT— ON  THE  STATE  OF  THE  CHURCH. 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  ihe  Church,  after  a  full  and  carefu^ 
examination  of  pill  the  sources  of  information  within  their  reach,  in- 
cluding, as  they  believe,  all  that  are  essential  to  a  just  understanding 
of  the  subjects  hemnafter  named,  do  recommend  to  ihis  body  the  adop- 
tion of  the  following  as  their  final  report : — 

1.  We  claim  that  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  exists  as 
a  distinct  and  separate  ecclesiastical  communion,  solely  by  the  act  and 
deed  of  the  individual  ministers  and  members  constituting  said  Church. 
^   In  support  of  this  position  we  set  forth  the  following  facts.     On  the 
fifth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-four,  John  Ear- 
ly, W.  A.  Smith,  Thomas  Crowder,  and  Leroy  M.  Lee,  of  the  Virginia 
Conference;  H.  B.  Bascom,  William  Gunn,  H.  H.  Kavanaugh,  Edward 
Stevenson,  B.  T.  Crouch,  and  G.  W.  Brash,  of  the  Kentucky  Confer- 
ence ;  W.  W.  Redman,  William  Patton,  J.  C.  Berryman,  and  J.  M. 
Jameson,  of  the  Missouri  Conference ;  £.  F.  Sevier,  S.  Patton,  and 
Thomas  Stringfield,  of  the  Holston  Conference ;  G.  F.  Pierce,  Wil- 
liam J.  Parks,  L.  Pierce,  J.  W.  Glenn,  J.  L.  Evans,  and  A.  B.  Long- 
street,  4)f  the  Georgia  Confesence ;  James  Jamieson,  Peter  Doub,  and 
B.  T.  Blake,  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference ;  J.  Stamper,  of  the 
Illinois  Conference ;  G.  W.  D.  Harris,  Wm.  M'Mahan,  Thomas  Joy- 
ner,  and  S.  S.  Moody^  of  the  MempMs  Conference;  John  C.  Parker, 
William  P.  Radcliffe,  and  Andrew  Hunter,  of  the  Arkansas  Conference ; 
William  Winans,  B.  M.  Drake,  John  Lane,  and  G.  M.  Rogers,  of  the 
Mississippi  Conference ;  Littleton  Fowler,  of  the  Texas  Ccmference ; 
Jesse  Boring,  Jefferson  Hamilton,  W.  Murrah,  and  G.  Garrett,  of  the 
Alabama  Conference ;  Robert  Paine,  John  B.  M'Ferrin,  A.  L.  P.  Green, 
and  T.  Maddin,  of  the  Tennessee  Conference ;  and  W.  Capers,  Wm.  M. 
Wightman,  Charles  Betts,  S.  Duawody,  and  H.  A.  C.  Walker,  of  the 
South  Carolina  Conference,  did  present  to  the  General  Conference, 
then  in  session  in  the  city  of  New- York,  the  following  declaration,  to 
wit :  **  That  the  continued  agitation  of  the  subject  of  slaveiy  and  abolition 
in  a  portion  of  the  Church— the  frequent  action  on  that  subject  in  the 
Genera}  Conference,  and  espe<iially  the  extra-judicial  proceedings 
against  Bishop  Andrew,  which  resulted,  on  Saturday  last,  in  the  vir- 
tual suspension  of  him  from  his  office  as  superintendent,  must  produce 
a  state  of  things  in  the  South  which  renders  a  continuance  of  the  juris- 
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diction  of  that  General  Conference  over  these  Conferences,  inconsist- 
ent with  the  success  of  the  ministry  in  the  slaveholding  states,"  from 
which  it  is  evident  that  they  sought  their  remedies  for  alledged  grievances, 
not  in  any  constitutional  acts,  but  in  a  violation  of  the  integrity  of  the 
Methodist  Episopal  Church. 

And  further,  on  the  sixth  day  of  Jutie,  in  the  year  above  written,  the 
above-named  gentlemen,  and  N.  C.  Benyman,  of  the  Illinois  Confer- 
ence ;  I.  T.  Cooper,  W.  Cooper,  T.  J.  Thompson,  and  Henry  White, 
of  the  Philadelphia  Conference ;  E.  W.  Sehon,  of  the  Ohio  Conference, 
and  T.  Neal  and  T.  Sovereign,  of  the  New-Jersey  Conference,  in  ad- 
dition, presented  a  protest  to  the  above-named  General  Conference 
against  its  action  in  the  case  of  Bishop  Andrew,  in  which  they  assert, 
^'  If  the  compromise  law  be  either  repealed,  or  allowed  to  remain  a 
dead  letter,  the  South  cannot  submit,  and  the  absolute  necessity  of  a  di' 
vision  is  already  dated."  Now,  while  we  wholly  deny  the  existence 
of  any  "  compromise  law,"  in  the  sense  here  claimed,  the  indication 
in  this  extract,  and  fndeed  in  the  whole  document,  of  a  purpose  upon  the 
part  of  these  protesting  brethren  to  secure  a  division  of  the  Church  is 
too  plain  to  be  mistaken. 

And  further,  at  the  close  of  the  General  Conference,  on  the  ele- 
venth day  of  June  and  year  above  mentioned,  fifty-one  of  the  above- 
named  brethren  assembled  in  the  city  of  New-York,  and  by  formal  re- 
solution recommended  to  the  Southern  Conferences  the  appointment 
of  delegates  to  a  Convention,  to  commence  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  on 
the  first  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-five,  said 
delegates  to  be  instructed  "  on  the  points  on  which  action  is  contem- 
plated, conforming  their  instructions,  as  far  as  possible,  to  the  opinions 
and  wishes  of  the  membership  within  their  several  conference  bounds." 
And  the  said  brethren  issued  from  this  unauthorized  meeting  an  address 
in  which  they  call  the  attention  of  Southern  Methodists  "  to  the  pro- 
scription and  disability  under  which  the  Southern  portion  of  the  Church 
must,  or;necessity,  labor  in  view  of  the  action  alluded  to,  unless  some 
measures  are  adopted  to  free  the  minority  of  the  South  from  the  op- 
pressive jurisdiction  of  the  majority  in  the  North  in  this  respect ;"  and 
they  declare  •*  that  they  regard  a  separation  at  no  distant  day  as  inevita- 
ble." There  is,  therefore,  no  room  to  doubt  that  the  appointed  Louis- 
ville Convention  was  one  of  those  leading  "  measures"  adopted  by  these 
fifty-one  brethren  for  the  express  purpose  of  freeing  the  minority  of  the 
South  from  what  they  are  pleased  to  term  *'  the  oppressive  jurisdiction 
of  the  majority  in  the  North,"  and  that  the  contemplated  separation, 
if  it  actually  occured,  must  be  the  legitimate  result  of  these  premature 
preliminary  arrangements. 

And  further,  the  several  annual  conferences  now  included  in  the  ' 
Church  South  did,  at  their  meetings,  successively,  of  their  own  will 
and  accord,  vote  to  approve  the  holding  of  the  Louisville  Convention, 
for  the  purposes  proposed  by  the  members  of  the  aforesaid  meeting  at  ^ 
New- York,  appointed  delegates  to  said  convention,  and,  in  various  forms 
of  expression,  directly  assumed,  as  far  as  they  were  able,  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  dismemberment  of  the  Church  evidently  contemplated 
in  the  appointment  of  said  Louisville  Convention. 
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In  the  mean  time  Biskop  Soule  wrote  to  Bishop  Andrew,  requesting 
him  to  resume  episcopal  functions,  and,  in  the  character  and  office  of 
a  Bishop,  to  attend  the  sessions  of  Annual  Conferences,  which  he  did^ 
thouj^h  said  act  was  clearly  in  contravention  of  the  expressed  will  of 
the  General  Conference,  *'  that  he  desist  from  the  exercise  of  the"  epis- 
eopal  "  office  so  long  as- the  impediment"  of  slaveholding  '*  remained.'" 
By  which  acts  both  Bishop  Soule  and  Bishop  Andrew  openly  repu- 
diated the  authority  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church. 

And  further,  in  the  convention  assembled  at  Louisville^ May,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  forty-fivoy.  delegates  fsom  the  following  con- 
ferences, namely,  Kentucky,  Missouri,  Holston^  Tennessee,  North  Caro- 
lina, Memphis,  Arkansas,  Virginia,  Mississippi,  Texas,  Alabama,  Geor- 
gia, South  Carolina,  Florida,  and  Indian  Mission,  Bisheps  Soule  and 
Andrew  presiding,  did  formally  resolve  '*That  it  is  right,. expedient,, 
and  necessary,  to  erect  the  Annual  Conferences  represented  m  this  con- 
vention into  a  distinct  ecclesiastical  connection,  separate  from  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Churchy 
as  at  present  constituted,"  and  they  did  "  solemnly  declare  tiie  jurisdic- 
tion hitherto  exercised  over  said  Annual  Conferences  by  the  General 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  entirely  dissolved  ;  and 
that  said  Annual  Conferences  shall  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  constituted 
a  separate  ecclesiastical  connection."  Accordingly  a  delegated  General 
Conference  from  the  Annual  Conferences  above  named,  held  at  Peters- 
burgh,  Virginia,  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-six,  did  as- 
sume the  powers  and  privileges  of  authorized  representatives  of  a  sepa- 
rate ecclesiastical  connection,  under  the  style  and  denomination  of  'Hhe 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,"  to  which  Church  many  of  the 
former  ipinisters  and  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
some  evidently  from  choice,  and  others  from  the  force. of  circurosunees 
which  they  felt  themselves  unable  to  resist,  did,  formally  or  informally, 
attach  themselves,  th^eby  withdra.wing  themselves  from  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Finally,  while- a  clearly  marked  line  of  history,  extending  from  the^ 
first-named  declaration  to  the  final  action  of  the  General  Conference 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  shows  the  independent  ac- 
tion of  the  ministers  and  members  of  said  Church  in  its  organization, 
we  affirm  it  to  be  impossible  to  point  to  any  act  of  the  General  Con- 
ference of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  erecting  or  authorizing  seuid 
Church,  nor  has  the  said  General  Conference,  or  any  individual,  or 
any  number  of  individuals,  any  right,  constitutional  or  otherwise,  to  ex- 
tend official  sanction  to  any  act  tending  directly  or  indirectly  to  the  dis- 
memberment of  the  Church. 

2.  In  view  of  the  formal  declaration  of  the  brethren  herein  first 
named,  that  certain  acts  of  the  General  Conference,  especially  the  act 
in  the  case  of  Bishop  Andrew,  "  must  produce  a  state  of  things  in  the 
South  which  renders  a  continuance  of  the  jurisdiction  of  that  General 
Conference  over  these  conferences  inconsistent  with  the  success  of 
,the  ministry  in  the  slaveholding  states" — fearing  that  ministers  and 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  would,^  according  to  tl^ 
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opinion  expressed  in  the  declaration  above  quoted,  deem  it  necessary 
to  erect  themselves  into  a  separate  and  independent  Church,  in  the 
intervals  of  General  Conference  sessions,  when  no  remedies  for  so 
great  an  evil  could  be  provided  in  time,  and  desiring,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, in  accordance  with  suggestions  made  by  brethren  from  the 
South,  to  adopt  measures  calculated  to  pacify  our  members  and  min- 
isters in  the  South ;  the  General  Conference,  at  its  session  in  New- 
York,  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-four,  did  propose  a 
Plan  for  the  adjustment  of  relations  between  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  her  separating  members  and  ministers,  when  such  sepa- 
ration should,  by  their  own  act  and  deed,  if  at  all,  occur.  Said  Plan, 
based  entirely  upon  the  above  first-named  declaration  of  the  delegates 
from  thirteen  specified  and  above-written  Conferences  in  the  slave- 
holding  states,  having  relation,  to  those  Conferences,  and  to  no  others, 
proposed  an  amicable  division  of  territory  between  them  and  the  Me- 
thodist Episcopal  Church  as  follows : — '<  The  northern  boundary"  of  the 
prospective  new  Church  to  be  ^xed  at  the  northern  extremities  of  those 
"  societies,  stations,  and  Conferences,"  a  majority  of  whose  members 
should,  of  their  own  free  will  and  accord,  vote  to  adhere  to  the  said 
Southern  Church;  and  ministers,  traveling  and  local,  to  be  allowed. to 
remain  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  or  attach  themselves  to 
the  '^  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,"  at  discretion.  And  said 
Plan  further  proposed  to  make  over  and  give  to  the  prospective  "  South- 
em  Church  so  much  of  the  capital  and  produce  of  the  Methodist 
Book  Concern  as  will,  with  the  notes,  book  accounts,  presses,"  &c.,  in 
the  South,  due  and  belonging  to  the  Book  Concern  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  (the  transfer  of  which  is  provided  for  in  the  fourth 
article  of  said  Plan,) ''  bear  the  same  proportion  to  the  whole  property 
of  said  Concern  that  the  traveling  preachers  in  the  Southern  Church 
shall. bear  to  all  the  traveling  preachers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church."  And  said  Plan  further  proposed,  that  **  the  Book  Agents  at 
New- York  be  directed  to  make  such  .compensation  to  the  Conferences 
South  for  their  dividend  from  the  Chartered  Fund  as  the  commis- 
sioners to  be  provided  for  shall, agree  upon." 

But  the  whole  of  this  Plan  was  expressly  or  otherwise  conditional, 
as  follows,  namely : — 

(1.)  That  the  asserted  "  statQ  of  things  in  the  South  which  renders 
a  continuance  of  the  jurisdiction  of  that  General  Conference  over  these 
Conferences  inconsistent  with  the  success  of  the  ministry  in  the  slave- 
holding  states"  should  be  ^^produced^^  by  the  action  of  the  General 
Conference  in  the  cases  referred  to. 

(2.)  That  three-fourths  of  the  members  of  all  the  Annual  Conferences 
should,  '<  at  their  first  approaching  sessions,"  concur  in  the  vote  of,  at 
least,  two-thirds  of  the  General  Conference  so  to  alter  *'  the  sixth  re- 
strictive article"  of  the  Discipline,  as  to  add  to  it  the  following  words, 
to  wit :  "and  to  such  other  purposes  as  may  be  determined  upon  by 
the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the  General  Conference  ;" 
it  being  certain  that  should  such  vote  be  refused  by  the  Annual  Con- 
ferencesj  the  financial  part  of  the  Plan  could  not  go  into  effect,  which 
financial  part  was  deemed  by  both  parties  essential  to  the  Plan ;  and  it 
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being  probable  that  those  who  were  q>posed  to  the  Plaa  as  a  whole, 
would  vote  against,  the  change  in  the  sixth  restrictive  article. 

(3.)  It  was  clearly  and  necessarily  implied,  that  the  Mendship  and 
fidelity  of  the  parties  should  be  evinced  by  voluntarily  keeping  invio- 
late the  principles  and  ordinances  of  the  Plan,  pending  the  secernent 
of  the  important  conditions  upon  which  its  validity  and  binding  force 
depended. 

In  support  of  the  above  statement  of  facts,  we  refer  expressly  to  the 
aforementioned  declaration  of  the  fifty-two  southern  brethren,  and  to 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Nine,  presented  to  the  General  Con- 
ference of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  on  the  seventh  day  of 
June,  1844. 

And  further,  it  will  be  observed  that  the  declaring  brethren  of  the 
South  did  not  claim  that  a  state  of  things  already  existed^  that  required 
any  separation  of  the  South  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church ;  or  that  required  the  positive  enactment  of  any  un- 
conditional plan  of  such  separation.  They  only  asserted  that  (in  their 
opi;uon,  of  course)  certain  acts  of  the  General  Conference  *<  must  pro- 
Sice^  this  state  of  things.  And  hence  they  did  not  proceed  opon  the 
supposition  that  they  were  the  official  judges  of  the  facts,  which  might 
require  the  separation  of  the  southern  ministers  and  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  from  her  jurisdiction.  It  is  true  that  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Nine,  as  it  was  first  presented,  made  these 
delegates  from  the  thirteen  Conferences  South  the  judges  of  that  ne- 
cessity ;  but  it  was  so  changed  as  to  leave  the  question  to  the  Annual 
Conferences  from  which  they  came,  thus  showing  that  the  General 
Conference  would  by  no  means  allow  this  question  of  necessity  to  be 
decided  by  these  men.  From  all  of  which  it  appears,  that  the  Plan 
proposed  rested,  not  upon  the  present  or  future  existence  of  any  state 
of  excitement  in  the  South,  which  might  be  produced  by  causes  en- 
tirely apart  from  the  General  Conference  ;  but  upon  the  production  of 
such  a  state  of  things  as' was  predicted  hy  the  acts  of  the  General  Con" 
ference  alone.  Certainly  if,  upon  returning  to  their  charges,  our 
southern  brethren  had  found  that  no.  such  '*  state  of  things"  as  they 
had  supposed  existed,  and  hence  no  separation  had  occurred,  they  would 
not  assert  the  validity  of  the  proposed  Plan ;  and  if  it  would  have  been 
of  no  binding  force,  in  the  absence  pf  the  predicted  necessity,  pro- 
duced solely  by  l&e  action  of  the  General  Conference,  it  follows  inevi- 
tably that  such  necessity  so  produced  was  an  indispensable  condition 
of  the  Plan.  And,  though  this  necessity  had  actually  been  so  pro- 
duced, and  the  southern  ministers  and  members  had  actually  separated 
on  this  ground  alone,  in  this  case  one  of  the  conditions  of  the  Plan 
would  have  been  met,  we  nevertheless  affirm  that  in  failure  of  this 
condition,  the  Plan  became  invalid,  though  every  other  condition  of  it 
had  been  literally  fulfilled. 

And  further,  in  proof  that  the  proposed  alteration  of  the  sixth  re- 
strictive article  of  the  Discipline  was  a  fundamental  condition  of  this 
Plan  as  a  whole,  we  refer  to  the  third  resolution  of  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  of  Nine,  in  which  it  is  expressly  asserted.  Also  to  the 
published  speech  of  Rev.  Dr.  (now  Bishop)  Paine,  from  which  the 
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following  language  was  reported :— •*'  This  separation  would  not  be 
effected  by  the  passage  of  those  resolutions  through  the  General  Con- 
ference.    They  must  pass  the  Annual  Conferences,  beginning  at  New- 
York,  and  when  they  came  round  to  the  South,  the  preachers  there 
would  think,  and  deUberate,  and  feel  the  pulse  of  public  sentiment, 
and  of  the  members  of  the  Church,  and  act  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  with 
a  single  dedre  for  his  glory.''    Erery  word  of  which,  in  its  connection, 
would  be  entirely  incompatible  with  the  idea  that  he  referred  merely 
to  an  extension  of  the  power  of  the  General  Conference  in  relation  to 
the  appropriation  of  funds ;  but  it  is  perfectly  consistent  with  the  doc- 
trine here  asserted,  that  a  vote  on  the  change  oi  that  restrictive  article 
was  understood  to  be  a  vote  on  the  merits  of  the  Plan  as  a  whole.    So, 
we  believe,  many  of  the  members  of  the  Annual  Conferences  regarded 
it,  and  hence  so  many  of  them  voted  against  it  as  to  defeat  the  mea- 
sure.    Indeed,  so  essential  to  the  Plan  did  our  southern  brethren  con- 
sider this  change  of  the  sixth  restrictive  article,  that  they  liever  have, 
in  any  way,  signified  their  willingness  to  accept  of  the  Plan  without  it. 
With  this  agrees  perfectly  the  Address  of  the  above-named  fifty-cme 
brethren,  from  their  meeting  in  New-York,  held  the  11th  day  of  June, 
1844,  in  which  they  hold  the  following  language  : — "  It  affords  us  plea« 
sure  to  state  that  there  were  those  found  among  the  majority  who  met 
this  proposition  (the  Plan^  not  "  of.  formal  and  specific  separations," 
but  to  provide  for  the  results  of  separation,  should  it  occur  under  the 
necessity  above  explained)  with  every  manifestation  of  justice  and 
liberality.     And  should  a  similar  spirit  be  exhibited  by  the  Annual 
Conferences  in  the  North,  when  submitted  to  them,  as  provided  for  in 
the  Plan  itself,  there  wiU  remain  no  legal  impediment  to  ito  peaceful 
consummation." 

But  *'  if  a  similar  spirit  should"  not  '<  be  exhibited  by  the  Annual 
Conferences  in  the  North,  when  submitted  to  them,  as  provided  for 
in  the  Plan  itself ;"  then,  of  course,  by  the  showing  of  these  fifty-one 
southern  brethren,  *' there  will  remain  a  legal  impediment  to  its 
peaceful  consummation "  as  a  Plan.  It  is  true  that  the  question  of  a 
ratification  of  the  Plan  was  not  directly,  and  in  so  many  words,  sub- 
mitted to  the  Annual  Conferences ;  but  it  is  evident,  that  in  the  honest 
opinion  of  these  southern  brethren,  it  was  in  effect  so  submitted.  Nor 
could  it  by  possibility  have  been  otherwise,  from  th^  language  of  the 
Plan,  which  submits  an  amendment  of  the  Discipline  absolutely  essen- 
tial to  the  Plan  as  a  whole,  the  preachers  being  obliged  to  vote  upon 
said  amendment  in  view  of  its  bearing  upon  the  whole  Plan  ;  and  the 
failure  of  said  amendment  rendering  the  Plan  as  a  whole  entirely 
unsatisfactory  to  the  South :  therefore,  in  the  event  of  a  failure  of 
three-fourths  of  the  members  of  all  the  Annual  Conferences — the 
Souiiiern  Conferences  included—^'  at  their  first  approaching  sessions," 
to  vote  for  the  change  proposed  in  the  sixth  restrictive  article,  said 
Plan  would  be  as  a  whole,  and  hence  of  necessity  in  its  details,  rendered 
null  and  void. 

And  further,  we  claim  that  the  position,  that  a  sacred,  though  volun- 
tary observance  of  the  requirements  of  the  proposed  Plan  by  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  the  brethren  South  who  should 


160  Final  Repart^^-'on  the  State  of  the  Church, 

separate  from  her,  was  a  fundamental  condition  of  the  Plan,  is  a  clear 
and  imdeni{ible  inference  from  the  whole  design  and  scope  of  said 
Plan.  It  was,  as  its  friends  openly  claimed,  a  peace  measure.  It  was 
designed  to  prevent  aggressions  from  either  party,  and  thus  to  prevent 
unchristian  feelings  and  angry  collisions  between  those  who  claimed 
to  be  brethren.  If,  therefore,  this  great  object,  l3ring  at  the  very  founda- 
tion of  the  scheme,  and  in  the  light  of  which  alone  any  pari  of  it  has 
the  least  significancy,  were  disregarded  or  trampled  under  foot  by 
either  party,  the  other,  as  a  whole,  and  every  individual  of  them, 
would  be  entirely  absolved  from  all  obligations  to  it  whatsoever.  If, 
therefore,  this  shall  be  found  to  have  been  done,  then,  though  all  other 
conditions  of  the  Plan  were  certainly  fulfilled,  it  will  be  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  null  and  void. 

Finally,  it  has  fully  appeared,  that  to  meet,  in  what  was  then  sup- 
posed to  be  the  best  manner  possible,  the  disastrous  results  of  a  violent 
dismemberment  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  should  it  ocTcur ; 
and  provide  for  an  amicable  adjustment  of  all  relations  between  the 
two  parties,  this  provisional  Plan  was  adopted  by  the  General  Confer- 
ence at  its  session  in  the  year  1844 — that  to  provide  for,  or  sanction, 
a  division  of  said  Church  was  therefore  no  part  of  the. intentions  of 
said  Greneral  Conference.  And  that  it  rested  upon  three  distinct  and 
fundamental  ccmditions,  the  failure  of  either  of  which  must  be  fatal  to 
its  validity  and  binding  force.  And  though^  in  the  light  of  four  years' 
history,  we  are  fully  convinced  that  the  act  implied  a  degree  of  faith 
in  men  not  justified  by  the  facts,  and  under  all  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  it  was  not  adapted  to  secure  its  intended  results,  we  cannot 
for  a  moment  question  the  Christian  liberality  in  which  it  had  its 
origin. 

3.  It  is  evident  to  us,  that  the  acts  of  the  General  Conference  com- 
plained of,  did  not  produce  a  state  of  things  in  the  South  which  render- 
ed a  continuance  of  the  jurisdiction  of  said  Conference  '*  inconsistent 
with  the  success  of  the  minjstr}'^  in  the  slaveholding  states."  Three- 
fourths  of  the  members  of  all  the  Annual  Conferences  did  not  concur 
in  the  vote  to  alter  the  sixth  restrictive  rule,  and  thus  sanction  the 
Plan,  for  the  accommodation  of  which  said  alteration  was  asked.  And 
the  conditions  and  requirements  of  said  Plan  have  been  violated,  and 
hence  said  Plan  is  [and,  from  the  first  failure  of  the  conditions  of  said 
Plan,  or  either  oAhem,  ^i^  been]  null  and  void. 

In  support  of  which  we  offer  the  following  facts : — 

After  the  adoption  of  the  proposition  for  a  peace  measure,  and  pro- 
viding for  its  final  ratification  and  use,  in  case  the  predicted  separation 
should  occur,  it  would,  as  we  humbly  conceive,  have  been  in  perfect 
conformity  to  said  peaceful  arrangement  for  the  Southern  delegates  to 
have  used  their  utmost  endeavors,  as  some  of  them  assured  us  they 
would  do,  to  quiet  the  public  mind  in  the  South ;  and  entering  instantly 
upon  their  regular  work,  to  have  met  every  act  of  resentment,  and 
every  appearance  of  insubordination  to  the  authorities  of  the  Church, 
with  a  calm,  dignified,  and  determined  resistance^— to  have  defended 
the  General  Conference  so  far  as  they  could  conscientiously  do  so,  and 
themselves  to  the  utmost ;  for  doing  which  their  motions,  speeches, 
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voles,  declaration,  and  protest,  furnished  ample  materials.  To  Lave 
udopled  this  course  would,  we  believe,  have  been  doing  no  more  than 
to  meet  the  just  expectations  excited  by  their  peaceful  protestations 
c^on  the  Conference  floor,  and  elsewhere,  both  before  and  after  the 
vote  upon  the  proposed  pacific  plan,  and  their  avowed  attachment  to 
the  Church  of  their  choice,  in  its  uninterrupted  integrity.  But  if  active 
peace  measures  had  been  either  incompatible  with  their  private  opinions 
or  self-respect,  or  inconvenient  under  their  peculiar  circumstances, 
they,  as  we  verily  believe,  might  have  avoided  all  acts  preparatory  to 
the  excitement  of  the  public  mind,  and  leading  directly  or  indirectly  to 
the  division  of  the  Church ;  by  doing  which  they  woidd  have  given  to 
the  world  m  example  of  moderation  under  circuro«rtances  confessedly 
difficult  and  trying,  worthy  of  ail  commendation,  and  afforded  an  op- 
portunity for  a  free,  spontaneous,  and  in  due  time  decisive  verdict,  of 
Southern  Methodists,  upon  the  Question  whether  the  action  of  the 
General  Conference  had,  and  **  must  necessarily  "  have,  ^  produced  a 
state  of  things  in  the  South,  which  Tendered  a  continuance  of  the  juris- 
Action  of  thatOenerai  Conference  over  these  Conferences  inconsistent 
with  the  success  of  the  ministry  in  the  slavcholding  states.^  This,  we 
•claim  and  assert,  the  Methodist  £^iscopal  Church  had  a  right  to  exact 
of  them,  in  order  to  a  just  estimate  o(  die  circumstances  under  which 
the  conscientious  and  legitimate  action  of  her  highest  judicatory  had 
placed  her  in  relation  to  her  Soulliem  ministers  and  membership.  But, 
instead  of  this,  these  fifty-one  brethren,  by  character  and  position 
highest  in  rank  and  influence  among  Southern  Methodists,  did,  at  a 
meetini^  called  and  had  before  leaving  the  seat  of  the  General  Con- 
ference, only  ten  days  after  the  principal  action,  and  five  days  after  the 
final  action,  in  the  case  of  Bishop  Andrew,  virtually  appoint  a  con- 
vention to  be  held  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  to  commence  on  the  first 
of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-five,  to  take  into  con- 
sideratwn  the  question  of  a  division  of  llie  Church ;  and  thus  superin- 
'duce  the  very  excitement  which  they  should  have  deprecated,  and  at- 
tempted by  every  laudable  means  ia  their  power  to  allay.  Indeed  it  is 
evident,  as  itahould  have  been  foreseen,  that  the  appointment  of  that 
<;ottvention  alone  was,  under  the  circumstances,  decisive  of  the  very 
<|ue8tioB  wh^h  shouid  have  been  left  to  the  decisiott  of  time  under  the 
action  of  aU  ike  conservative  elements  avaiiilable  in  the  case. 

Moreover,  from  the  said  tneeting  in  JN^w- York,  which,  if  it  occurred 
^  all,  should  ha«e  given  utterance  only  to  counsels  peaceful  in  their 
nature  and  tendency,  and  strictly  loyal  «o  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  a«  Address  was  issued  *^  To  llie  Ministers  and  Members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  the  Siaveholding  Stales  and  Ter* 
ritoriesy^'  in  which  tbe8eJ^-o»«  bre^ien  say,  that  the  '*  various 
action  of  the  nu^ority  of  the  General  Conference,  at  hs  recent  session, 
on  the  subject  of  davery  (md  ahdition^  has  been  auch  as  to  render  it 
necessary,  in  the  judgment  of  diose  addressing  you,  to  call  atteatioA 
to  the  proscription  4md  disabiiity  under  which  the  southern  poition  of 
the  Church  must  of  necessity  iabor  in  ^ew  of  the  action  alluded  to, 
unless  some  meascnres  are  adopted  to  kee  the  minority  of  the  South 
fenn  the  oppiessife  jurisdiction  of  the  majority  in  the  Nordi  in  thift 
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respect.  The  proceedings  o^  the  maJQrity,  in  several  cases  iavolwig 
the  question  of  slavery,  have  been  such  as  indicate  most  conclusively 
that  the  legislative,  judicial,  and  administrative  action,  of  the  Generad 
Conference,  as  now  organized,  will  always  be  extremely  hurtful,  if 
not  finally  ruinous,  to  the  interests  of  the  Southern  portion  of  the 
Church,  and  must  necessarily  produce  a  state  of  conviction  and  feel- 
ing in  the  slaveholding  states  entirely  inconsistent  with  either  the 
peace  or  prosperity  of  the  Church.  The  opinions  and  purposes  of 
the  Church  in  the  North  on  the  subject  of  slavery  are  in  direct  con- 
flict with  those  of  the  South ;  and  unless  the  South  will  submit  to  the 
dictation  and  interference  of  the  North,  greatly  beyond  what  the  ex- 
isting law  of  the  Church  on  slavery  and  abolition  authorizes,  there  is 
no  hope  of  anything  like  union  or  harmony." 

Further  similar  quotations  might  be  made  from  this  address,  but  we 
deem  it  unnecessary.  We.  submit  it  to  a  candid  world,  whe^er  lan- 
guage less  respectful  to:the  Church  of  which  they  were  members,  or 
more  inflammatory  to  Southern  minds  in  the  midst  of  slavery,  could 
well  be  used.  ,  Surely  there  is  no  room  for  surprise,  that  the  most  ex- 
cited meetings  soon  occurred  in  all  parts  of  the  South,  and  the  most 
indignant  resolutions  were  passed,  leading  to  a  degree  of  public  agita- 
tion, alarming  to  the  peace  of  the  Church  and  the  nation. 

But  one  more  quotation  shall  be  made,  to  show  that  these  fifty-one 
brethren  did  not  hesitate,  formally,  to  take  the  initiative*  in  the  work 
of  deciding  the  question  which  they  had  raised,  and  thus  actucUly^  as 
they  had  already  done  virtually,  give  the  full  weight  of  their  influence 
!to  counteract  the  pacific  measures  which  they  had  asked  at  our  hands, 
and  for  which  they  had  just  voted :  '*  As  the  undersigned  have  had 
opportunity  and  advantages,  which  those  at  a  distance  could  not  pos- 
sess, to  form  a  correct  judgment  in  the  premises,  and  it  may  be  ex- 
pected of  them  that  they  express  their  views  fully  on  the  snbject,  they 
do  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  they  regard  a  separation  at  no  distant  day 
as  inevitable."  After  this  declaration,  of  what  avail  was  it  to  ^  be- 
seech their  brethren  of  the  ministry  and  membership  in  the  slave- 
holding  states  to  examine  this  matter  carefully,  and  try  to  reach  the 
conclusion  most  proper  under  the  circumstances  ?"  or  *'  disposed,  how- 
ever, to  defer  to  the  judgment  of  the  Church,  we  leave  this  subject 
with  you  ?"  The  result  was  what  must  have  been  expected.  The 
voice  of  remonstrance,  though  sincere  and  beseeching,  against  the 
revolutionary  measures  urged  on  by  such  powerful  talents  and  influ- 
ence, was  too  feeble  to  be  heard  till  the  confusion  was  over,  and  it  teas 
too  late.  The  act  of  separation  was  consummated,  as  we  have  already 
seen,  and  many  thousands  hurried  out  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  into  the  new  organization,  with  scarcely  an  opportunity  to 
know  what  it  was  for. 

We  thus  see  clearly  that  the  way  for  separation  was  prepared,  not 
by  a  state  of  things  in  the  South  ^* produeed^^  by  the  action  of  the 
General  Conference,  but  by  revolutionary  measures  adopted  by  the 
Southern  delegates  at  the  very  seat,  and  nearly  at  the  time,  of  our 
General  Conference  session.  The  success  of  the  ministry  could  not 
have  been  hindered  by  our  action ;  for  not  only  was  there  no  instance 
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of  ihe  kind  alledged,  but  there  was  a  want  of  time  to  produce  any  such 
result,  before  these  fifty-one  brethren,  by  taking  the  lead  of  the  South- 
ern mind,  anticipated  their  decision.  In  view  of  the  whole  of  which 
we  claim  and  affirm,  that  the  Southern  organization  was  consummated 
in  direct  contravention  of  the  Plan  proposed  to  meet  the  results  of 
separation',  thus  reducing  it  to  a  nullity,  by  the  violation  of  its  first 
^reat  and  fundamental  condition.  And  we  moreover  claim  and  affirm, 
that  the  very  acts  of  calling  the  convention  and  issuing  the  said  address, 
by  which  Southern  opinion  was  forestalled,  was  an  abandonment  of 
the  Plan  proposed  by  the  General  Conference,  and,  hence,  that  for 
the  reason  above- alledged  the  Plan>  has  been  of  no  real  force  since 
the  date  of  said  call  and  address;  to  wit,  the  llth  day  of  June,  1844.. 

And  further,  it  appears  from  official  returns  made  from  all  the  Annual 
Conferences  voting  thereon,  including  those  now  embraced  ia  the 
Church,  South,  obtained  since  this  session  commenced,  that  the  re- 
quired three-fourths  majority  of  the  mBmbers  of  the  said  Annual  Confer- 
ences has  not  been  given,  and  hence,  that  for  this  reason,  as  shown 
above,  the  Plan  is  null  and  void. 

And  further,  from  information  officially  given  by  the  bishops  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  answer  to  a  call  upon  them  by  the 
General  Conference  for  a  statement  of  facts  in  the  premises,  that  in 
numerous  instances  the  Plan  proposed  in  the  event  of  a  separation  has 
been  openly  violated  by  the  Southern  Church,  and  hence  that  the 
peace  upon  the  border  and  elsewhere,  which  it  was  designed  to  pro- 
mote, has  not  been  secured.  The  bishops  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  have  claimed  a  movable  line,  thus  transferring,  fron^ 
one  place  to  another,  the  scenes  of  strife  and  confusion  as  fast  as< 
society  majorities  could  be  obtained,  which  we  regard  and  affirm  to  be 
in  direct  contravention  of  the  most  obvious  principles  of  the  said  pro- 
visional Plan.  And  it  is  in  evidence  before  us,' that  in  numerous  in^ 
stances  the  sense  of  members  on  the  proposed  border  has  been  taken 
by  Southern  preachers,  privately,  and  in  various  other  illegal  and  in- 
convenient ways,  and  hence  that  societies  have  been  reported  and 
claimed  for  the  South,  which,  by  suitable  tests,  would  have  given  large 
majorities  in  favor  of  adhering  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
And  in  numerous  instances  influence  has  been  applied,  and  often 
varied,  and  obstinately  persevered  in,  to  secure  a  decision  in  favor  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  contrary  to  the  wishes  of 
many  of  our  people.  And  also,  in  some  instances,  houses  of  worship, 
built  at  the  expense,  in  Vhole  or;  in  part,  by  members  adhering  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  have  been  taken  from  them  without  their 
consent,  and  without  compensation,  and  they  have  been  discommoded 
by  vexatious  lawsuits,  costs,  and  in  various  other  ways,  by  preachers 
and  members  attached  to  the  Church,  South,  all  of  which  we  claim  and 
affirm  is  in  direct  violation  of  the  most  sacred  objects  and  conditions 
of  the  said  proposed  Plan,  showing  that  it  has  long  since,  in  this  way 
also,  been  rendered  a  nullity  by  our  brethren  of  the  Sputh,  and  this, 
notwithstanding  the  bishops  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
waiving  all  conclusions  which  this  General  Conference  were  entitled 
to  draw  from  the  numerous  ascertained  infractions  of  the  proposed 
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Flan,  resolved,  "  as  far  as  their  administration  was  concerned,"  to  ad- 
here to  it  strictly,  which,  for  the  sake  of  the  magnanimous  Christian 
example  it  exhibits,  and  in  view  of  the  right  of  the  General  Confei^nce 
alone  to  assert  the  facts  of  the  infraction  and  consequent  destruction  of 
the  Plan,  we  are  happy  to  find  they  have  scrupulously  done. 

Finally,  having  thus  found,  upon  clear  and  incontestable  evidence, 
that  the  three  fundamental  conditions  of  said  proposed  Plan  have  sev- 
erally failed,  and  the  failure  of  either  of  them  separately  being  suffi- 
cient to  render  it  null  and  void,  and  having  found  the  practical  workings 
of  said  Plan  incompatible  with,  certain  great  constitutional  principles 
elsewhere  asserted,  we  have  found  and  declared  the  wMe  and  everyt 
part  of  said  provisional  Plan  to  be  null  and  void, 

4.  In  view  of  the  above-named  principles  and  facts,  [as  well  as  the 
constitutional  rights  already  referred  to,  J  we  regard  those  who  have,  by 
their  own  act  and  deed,  become  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal-' 
Church,  South,  as  having  withdrawn  from  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  And  whereas  those  who  are-  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  good  and'  regular  standing,  cannot  be  deprived  of 
such  membership  without  due  form  of  trial,  all  those  members  who 
have  not  attached  themselves  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,. 
South,  are  and  have  been  members  of  the- Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  as  such  they  are  entitled  to  its  care  and  privileges,  aa  provided  for 
in  another  report  of  this  committee.     Respectfully  submitted, 

Georiqe  Pick,  CAotr&um. 


I.— INFRACTIONS  OF  THE  PLAN. 

The.  attention  of  the  committee  has  been  directed,  by  sundry  me» 
morials  submitted  to  their  consideration  by  the  General  Conference^ 
to  numerous  infractions  of  the.  provisions  of  the  so-called  Pkn  of  Separ 
ration,  upon  the  part  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South  ;  and 
upon  this  subject  present  to  the  ceaference  the  following  statement 
and  facts  : — 

I.  The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  Jias  officicdly  and  autho^ 
ritativefy  taught  the  infraction  of  the  Plan  hy  her  Convention,  her  Gene- 
rat  Cor^erence,  her  Bishops,  her  Annual  Conferenees,  her  EditorSy  and 
hading  Ministers, 

K  The  Louisville  Convention  taught  the  violation  of  the  Plan^ 

In  the  report  on  organization,  passed  Saturday,  the  17th  of  May,. 
1845,  the  new  Church  is  declared  to  be  formed  out  of  the  Conferences 
represented  in  the  Convention,  (see  History  of  the^  M.  E.  Church, 
South,  p.  186.)  But  while  the  convention,  in  their  formal  acts  of  or- 
ganization, on  Saturday,  the  17th  of  May,  make  this  declaration,  we 
find  them  on  the  Monday  following  passing  these  resolutions,  (see 
Western  Advocate,  vol.  xiii,  page  42,  col.  7  :) — 

"  ResoMdj  That  should  any  portion  of  aa  Annual  Conference^,  on  the 
line  of  separation,  not  represented  in  this  convention,  adhere  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  accorduig  to  the  Plan  of  Separa* 
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tion  adopted  at  ihe  late  General  Conference,  and  elect  delegates  to  the 
General  Conference  of  the  Church  in  1846,  upon  the  basis  of  repre- 
sentation adopted  by  the  convention,  they  shall  be  accredited  as  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Conference.  ^ 

"  Resolved,  That,  in  the  judgment  of  this  convention,  those  societies 
and  stations  OB  the  border,  within  the  limits  of  Conferences  r^resented 
in  this  convention,  be  constructively  understood  as  adhering  to  the 
South,  unless  they  see  proper  to  take  action  on  the  subject ;  and  in  all 
each  cases,  we  consider  the  pastor  of  the  station  or  society  the  propbr 
person  to  preside  in  the  meeting." 

Thus,  although  the  convention,  in  their  formal  organization,  confine 
themselves  to  the  original  limits ;  yet  two  days  after,  whep  the  way 
was  prepared  for  further  inroads,  they  enlarge  the  provisions  of  the 
Plan,  and  extend  it  into  the  boundaries  of  the  Philadelphia,  Baltimore, 
and  other  Conferences.  And  in  all  societies  within  the  border  where 
no  votes  would  be  taken,  these  societies  must  be  constructively  under- 
stood as  adhering  to  the  south.  Hence  their  preachers  have  generally 
prevented  any  voting  wherever  they  could  by  any  means  hinder  it ; 
although  the  Plan  of  the  General  Conference  required  the  societies  to 
vote.  The  conclusion  is,  that  the  convention  taught  the  infraction  of 
the  Plan  in  two  very  important  respects. 

First.  They  exceed  the  provisions  of  the  Plan  by  extending  it  into 
the  territory  of  the  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  Pittsburgh,  and  other  Con- 
ferences.    Thus  they  teach  to  cross  the  line. 

Secondly.  And  in  all  societies  where  no  vote  would  be  taken,  they 
claim  them  constructively  as  belonging  to  their  Church. 

2.  The  bishops  of  the  M,  E.  Church,  South,  have  taught  the  infraction 
of  the  Plan. 

Bishop  Soule,  in  his  letter,  dated  Lebanon,  Ohio,  August  4th,  1 845, 
and  published  in  the  Western  Christian  Advocate  of  August  22d,  1845, 
or  vol.  xii,  p.  75,  col.  2,  teaches  the  breach  of  the  Plan.  It  is  ad- 
dressed "  to  the  preachers  and  border  societies  of  the  Kentucky  and 
Missouri  Conferences,  and  of  other  Conferences  bordering  upon, them." 
The  biahop  here  calls  on  the.  societies  on  the  southern  verge  of  the 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Iowa  Conferences,  to  vote  whether  they 
will,  or  will  not,  remain  in  the  M.  E.  Church.  Bishop  Soule,  however, 
makes  these  regulations  in  reference  to  his  own  administration.  But 
this  same  course  was  sanctioned  by  Bishop  Andrew  immediately,  and 
afterward  by  their  General  Conference,  and  by  all  their  bishops.  And 
indeed  Bishop  Soule,  in  his  letter  to  the  Rev.  Wesley  G.  Montgomery, 
dated  Nashville,  April  30th,  1847,  and  published  in  the  Western 
Christian  Advocate  of  May  21st,  1847,  hints  broadly  enough  that  mi- 
norities had  best  be  accommodated.  He  says  :  '*  Minorities  on  either 
side  of  the  line  of  division  are  entitled  to  a  kind  and'  respectful  con- 
sideration, and  should  be  treated  accordingly.  And  I  should  think  it 
far  better  for  such  min<»rities,  being  on  the  borders,  to  receive  preachers 
from  the  Church  to  which  they  desire  to  adhere,  provided  they  believe 
themselves  able  to  support  them,  than  for  majorities  to  be  interdicted 
the  exercise  of  a  right  plainly  secured  to  them  by  the  provisions  of 
the  law,  or  rule,  in  the  case/'    Now  with  this  instruction  about  mi« 
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norities,  as  well  as  the  maintenance  that  the  line  is  a  sliding  one,  and 
no  limits  of  time  are  given  in  which  its  sliding  operation  ceases,  soath- 
ern  preachers  will  find  little  difficulty  in  passing  over  any  limits  which 
may  be  in  the  way. 

But  Bishop  Capers*  letter  to  Rev.  Mr.  Moorman,  and  published  in 
the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journsd  of  April  21st,  1847,  claims  all  the 
territory  in  the  slaveholding  states,  and  this  too  according  to  the  Plan, 
or,  as  he  calls  it,  the  "  Deed  of  Separation."  Now  as  Bishop  Capers 
claims  all  slaveholding  territory,  and  Bishop  Soule  as  much  of  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  free  states  as  the  accommodation  of  minorities  and  the 
sliding  line  will  transfer,  it  would  be  difficult  indeed  to  fix  any  line  at  all. 

It  were  useless  to  insist,  in  a  matter  so  clear,  that  the  bishops  of  the 
M.  E.  Church,  South,  have  taught  officially  the  violation  of  the  Plan. 

3.  The  General  Conference  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  Sauthy  has  taught 
the  infraction  of  the  Plan. 

For  proof  of  this  we  need  go  no  further  than  the  famous  report  on 
the  episcopacy,  in  which  the  Conference  sanctions,  the  breaches  of  the 
Plan  as  taught  by  the  convention,  and  as  was  taught  and  practiced  by 
Bishops  Soule  and  Andrew,  from  the  session  of  the  convention  in 
May,  1845,  to  the  session  of  the  Conference  in  May,  1846.  This  docu- 
ment will  be  found  in  the  Western  Christian  Advocate  of  June  26th, 
1846,  and  in  the  Richmond  Advocate  of  May  21st,  1846.  The  report 
fully  clears  Bishops  Soule  and  Andrew  of  any  blame  for  occupying 
Cincinnati,  the  Kenhawa  district,  &c.,  and  gives  such  full  latitude  of 
interpretation,  that  the  limitations  of  the  Plan  became  a  perfect  nullity. 
Our  limits  will  not  allow  us  to  quote  the  report,  but  it  can  be  perused 
in  the  papers,  as  cited  above,  as  well  as  in  all  the  southern  papers. 

4.  The  Annual  Conferences,  editors,  and  leading  members  of  the  new 
Church,  maintain  the  infraction  of  the  Plan  in  perfect  accordance  with 
the  acts  of  their  convention,  their  General   Conference,  and  tJieir  bishops. 

It  were  useless  to  make  quotations  on  this  point.  Their  press  teems 
with  approving  acts  of  Annual  Conferences,  and  the  labored  essays  and 
constant  admissions  of  editors  and  correspondents,  upholding  fully  their 
conventional,  episcopal,  and  General  Conference  decisions  and  acts. 
And  from  all  this  there  is  no  dissent  in  any  quarter. 

II.  The  bishops  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,. Souths  in  their 
ojfficial  administration,  have  actually  broken  the  Plan. 

As  undoubted  and  official  testimony  on  this  point,  we  need  only 
quote  the  report  on  this  subject,  by  our  excellent  and  devoted  bishops, 
which,  at  the  request  of  the  General  Conference,  they  furnished  the 
committee.    This  official  document  is  as  follows : — 

To  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 
In  compliance  with  a  request  of  the  General  Conference,  made  on 
the  6th  instant,  the  superintendenu  present  to  you  such  information 
as  they  possess  in  regard  to  alledged  infractions  of  the  "  Plan  of  Sepa- 
ration/' on  the  part  of  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  by  which  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
has  been  injuriously  deprived  6f  portions  of  its.  territory  and  members. 
They  must  be  understood  as  giving  the  most  authentic  statements 
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which  hare  come  to  their  ears,  without  yonching  their  own  personal 
knowledge  for  the  correctness  of  every  item  thus  presented.  They 
are,  nevertheless,  impressed  with  a  conviction  of  the  truth  of  the  state- 
ments generally,  as  hereinafter  made. 

They  commence  first  with  Baltimore  Conference,  Within  its  hounds 
there  is  a  portion  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  situated  between  the  Potomac 
and  Rappahannock  Rivers,  commonly  called  the  "  Northern  Neck," 
embracing  the  counties  of  King  George,  Westmoreland,  Richmond, . 
Northumberland,  and  Lancaster.  These  counties  contained  the  fol- 
lowing circuits,  (having  a  membership  of  eight  hundred  to  a  thousand,) 
namely,  King  George,  Westmoreland,  and  Lancaster,  each  having 
preachers  annually  appointed  to  it  from  the  Baltimore  Conference.  At 
different  times  each  of  those  circuits  determined  to  attach  themselves 
to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  not  as  border  societies,  but  as  cir- 
cuits. To  all  of  them  preachers  have  been  sent  from  the  Virginia 
Conference,  who  are  there  at  present,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  ministers 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  From  the  Conference  of  1847 
preachers  were  sent  to  this  portion  of  the  Baltimore  Conference,  who 
found  on  their  arrival  the  circuits  under  the  pastoral  care  of  ministers 
of  the  Virginia  Conference.  The  ministers  sent  from  the  Baltimore 
Conference,  not  being  able  to  have  access  to  the  preaching  places  or 
societies,  were  withdrawn  after  suitable  time,  and  sent  to  places  where 
they  were  needed,  except  one,  who  was  left  in  the  charge  of  the  whole 
field  of  labor.  At  present  this  place  appears  on  the  Minutes,  '*  to  be 
supplied."  No  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  now  in 
this  ancient  portion  of  the  Baltimore  Conference. 

Warrenton  \;ircuit  has  been  occupied  between  one  and  two  years 
with  preachers  from  the  Virginia  Conference ;  but  as  the  circuit  did 
not  go  to  the  Church,  South,  in  whole,  a  portion  thereof  continuing  in 
the  Metbodist  Episcopal  Church,  a  preacher  from  the  Baltimore  Con- 
ference has  been  continued  there.  Some  of  the  societies  which  voted 
to  go  to  the  Church,  South,  were  strictly  border  societies,  but. others 
also  went  which  were  as  strictly  interior  societies.  One  of  the 
churches,  (Wesley  Chapel,)  where  a  majority  adhered  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  was  forcibly  entered,  and  new  locks  were  attached 
to  its  doors  ;  and  the  Church,  South,  has  it  in  possession  at  the  present 
time,  unless  the  civil  court  has  recently  decided  a  suit,  which  was  in- 
stituted for  the  property,  in  favor  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

Harrisonburg,  in  Rockingham  county,  Virginia,  unquestionably  an 
interior  society,  having  by  a  majority  of  votes  determined  to  connect 
themselves  with  the  M.  E.  Church,  South,  a  preacher  from  the  Vir- 
ginia Conference  has  been  appointed  to  labor  there.  A  minority  ad- 
hering to  the  M.  E.  Church  are  under  the  pastoral  care  of  one  of  its 
ministers.  The  church  was  in  a  course  of  litigation  a  few  months 
since,  and  probably  the  case  has  not  been  decided  by  the  court.  An 
attempt  was  made  to  get  possession  of  the  parsonage  in  Harrisonburg 
for  the  Church,  South,  but  with  what  success  there  is  no  information. 
Leesburg,  a  station  belonging  to  the  Baltimore  Conference,  clearly 
an  interior  society,  has  been  visited  by  a  preacher  from  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  much  agitation  produced  in  the  society  and 
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in  the  comnimiity,  and  a  suit  at  law  commenced  for  the  church  edi- 
fice. Whether  me  effort  is  still  /persisted  in  to  occupy  this  plsee  is 
not  certainly  known.  That  which  makes  this  case  even  a  glaring  one 
is  the  fact,  that  the  majority  of  the  society  voted  to  adhere  to  the  M.  £. 
Church.  There  are  other  instances  of  the  violation  of  the  Plan  of 
Separation,  in  the  opinion  of  some  equally  apparent  with  the  instances 
given  in  this  paper,  of  which  more  certain  information  may  be  obtained 
from  Rev.  Messrs.  William  Hamilton,  N.  J. ;  B.  Morgan,  S.  A.  Roszel, 
^John  Bear,  and  J.  A.  Collins,  members  of  this  General  Conference. 

Kanawha  District,  in  the  north-west  part  of  Virginia,  is  a  part  of 
Ohio  Conference.  In  1845  that  work  was  supplied  from  the  Ohio 
Conference,  as  usual.  The  preachers  were  received,  with  one  ex- 
ception, as  far  as  we  know,  namely,  Parkersburg  station.  A  part  of 
the  members  there  refused  to  receive  any  preacher  from  Ohio  Confer* 
ence.  They  rejected  the  preacher  sent  to  them,  not  for  any  objection 
to  him  personally,  but  because  he  came  from  Ohio ;  and  by  thi^als  of 
violence,  and  preparation  to  execute  those  threats  on  a  given  day, 
compelled  him  to  leave  the  place,  and  took  possession  of  Uie  chapel. 
He,  however,  returned  after  some  weeks,  and  in  connection  with  the 
preacher  of  the  adjoining  circuit,  to  which  they  were  transferred, 
served  the  remaining  members  of  the  scattered  flock  in  another  house. 
These  outcast  members  have  since  erected  a  chapel  for  themselves, 
in. which  they  worship  undisturbed  ;  while  the  old  chapel  is  suf^lied 
from  Kentucl^  Conference,  of  the  M.  £.  Church,  South.  Parkersburg 
is  not  a  border  station.  It  is  the  county-seat  of  Wood  county,  situated 
at  the  junction  of  Little  Kanawha  and  Ohio  Rivers,  and  is  about  se- 
venty-five miles  from  the  nearest  point  of  the  Kentucky  state  line ;  so 
that  the  Kentucky  preachers  had  to  travel  that  distance  through  our 
work  to  reach  it,  though  they  now  occupy  other  j^aces  through  our 
work  between  that  and  Kentucky.  No  preachers  were  appointed  from 
the  Kentucky  Conference  of  1845  to  the  Kanawha  district ;  but  some 
were  sent  there,  as  we  learn,  during  that  Confereoce  year,  by  a  pre- 
siding elder,  that  made  breaches  in  some  of  our  circuits.  In  1846  the 
Kanawha  district  was  all  supplied  from  the  Ohio  Conference,  as  usualt 
though  the  societies  in  some  places  were  divided  by  Southern  influ- 
ence. A  few  weeks  afterward  a  second  supply  was  sent  from  Ken- 
tucky Conference,  as  we  learned  from  the  newspapers.  Since  that 
time  there  have  been  two  presiding  elders,  and  two  sets  of  preachers 
there :  one  from  Ohio  Conference,  and  the  other  from  Kentucky  Con- 
ference. Indeed  it  is  alledged  that,  at  the  last  session  of  the  Kentacky 
Conference,  they  divided  the  district ;  so  that  the  old  Kanawha  district 
is  now  occupied  by  three  presiding  elders-— one  from  Ohio,  and  two 
from  Kentucky. 

These  are  the  most  material  facts  which  have  been  reported  to  us, 
bearing  on  the  point  of  inquiry  submitted  to  us,  so  far  as  Kanawha 
district  is  concerned. 

"  Soule  Chaj^l^  Cincinnati. — In  1834  Cincinnati,  which  had  pre- 
viously been  one  charge,  was  divided  into  two,  *'  Wesley  Chapel "  and 
"  Fourth-street."    Each  had  definite  bounds,  within  whicrh  the  stationed 
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minister  had  exelusive  pastoral  functions.  Private  members  were 
advised  to  observe  these  limits  in  fixing  and  holding  their  membership, 
but  were  not  considered  bound  to  do  so,  and  did  not  in  all  cases  prac* 
tice  it.  But  class  meetings,  &c.,  were  held  in  strict  regard  to  this 
provision. 

New  preaching  places  have  been  opened  in  these  charges,  under 
the  direction  and  countenance  of  the  presiding  elder  and  preachers  in 
charge,  have  matured  societies,  and  have  been  finally  formed  into 
stations  by  the  presiding  bishops  and  received  preachers. 

In  1 844  the  first  city  missionary  was  appointed,  and  was  supported 
•by  a  City  Missionary  Society  whose  object  was  to  carry  the  gospel  to 
the  destitute.  The  first  year,  with  the  approbation  of  those  having 
authority  to  direct  him,  he  formed  three  societies,  namely,  the  Bethel, 
Ebenezer,  and  Maley  Chapel,  and  succeeded  in  erecting  two  small 
chapels  for  "  Ebenezer  "  and  "  Maley  "  in  the  north-west  part  of  the 
city  and  suburbs.  By  permission,  he  exercised  pastoral  authority  in 
some  or  all  of  these  societies. 

In  1845  the  same  brother.  Rev.  G.  W.  Maley,  was  reappointed  to 
the  same  mission.  At  the  same  time  two  of  the  aforessdd  societies, 
"  Bethel "  and  "  Ebenezer,"  were  made  stations,  and  Rev.  J.  W.  White 
and  Rev.  Joseph  Bruner  were  appointed  to  serve  them.  These  two 
stations  were  marked  out  by  metes  and  bounds,  as  had  been  invariably 
done  when  new  stations  were  formed  in  Cincinnati.  This  was  done 
in  council  with  the  presiding  elder  of  Cincinnati  district,  two  or  three 
days  af^er  Conference  closed,  it  having  been  forgotten  in  the  pressure 
of  Conference  business.  Letters  were  written  by  the  presiding  bishop 
to  brothers  White  and  Bruner,  defining  by  streets,  &c.,  the  bounds  of 
the  new  charges ;  and  the  city  missionary  had  Maley  Chapel,  and  the 
region  around  it,  set  apart  from  all  the  stations  as  his  special  field  of 
labot,  within  which,  and  nowhere  else,  he  was  to  exercise  pastoral 
functions.  As  the  superintendent,  however,  was  in  haste,  he  did  not 
write  to  the  missionary,  but  requested  the  presiding  elder,  brother 
Morley,  to  give  him  the  information. 

Three  objects  were  sought  in  this  arrangement  :— 

First,  As  the  City  Mission  had  lost  two  principal  appointments,  it 
seemed  proper  to  encourage  the  missionary  by  assigning  him  the  pas* 
toral  charge  of  this  precinct  territory,  which  was  fast  filling  up,  and 
which  must,  of  course,  receive  most  of  his  labors. 

Second.  Ebenezer  station  bordered  on  Maley  Chapel,  and  the  popu- 
lation and  territory  were  enough  to  be  under  the  pastoral  care  of  one 
man,  after  Maley  Chapel  and  its  territory  were  taken  ofi^. 

Third.  It  seemed  to  the  presiding  bishop  proper  that  each  city 
preacher  should  have  exclusive  pastoral  authority  within  his  own 
charge  ;  and,  though  no  rupture  was  then  dreamed  of,  it  was  thought 
the  exercise  of  pastoral  functions  by  the  missionary  within  the  differ- 
ent charges  would  derange  and  disorder  the  work. 

Within  three  or  four  weeks  after  these  arrangements  were  made,  the 
city  missionary  obtained  leave  from  the  City  Missionary  Board  to 
preach  in  «  Vine-street  Church  "  an  old  deserted  building  within  the 
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bounds  of  Morris  Chapel  charge,  from  one-half  to  three-fourths  of  a 
mile  from  "  Maley  Chapel "  charge,  and  in  the  heart  of  the  city.  If  we 
understand  correctly,  both  the  presiding  elder  and  the  Board  deny  that 
the  missionary  received  any  authority  to  form  a  society  there,  or  do 
any  other  act  which  belonged  to  the  pastoral  oversight.  He  received 
no  such  authority  from  the  bishop. 

A  number  of  brethren,  however,  obtained  certificates,  and  presented 
t  hem  to  the  city  missipnary,  not  in  his  own  charge,  but  at  "  Vine- 
street,"  and  in  the  very  heart  of  the  city  he  proceeded  to  take  posses- 
jsion  of  his  brother's  territory,  and  form  a  society.  Having  increased 
it  to  a  company  of  several  scores,  it  voted  to  go  South,  was  created  "  a 
charge"  by  the  authority  of  Bishop  Andrew,  and  Revs.  E.  W.  Sehon, 
G.  W.  Maley,  (the  missionary,)  and  S.  A.  Latta,  were  appointed  to 
serve  it  as  ministers  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South.  Bishop  Andrew 
named  it  "  Vine-Street  Charge,  a  border  society,"  &c.  In  a  short 
time  this  society  purchased  a  church,  in  the  heart  of  "  Wesley  Chapel 
charge,"  so  that  between  it  and  the  border,  or  the  Ohio  River,  interposes 
one  whole  charge,  the  Bethel,  which  makes  Soule  Chapel  as  truly  an 
interior  station  as  though  it  were  in  Columbus  or  Cleveland. 

^^ Andrew  Chapelj  Cincinnati.*^ — "  Andrew  Chapel "  was  purchased 
a  few  months  since  by  the  "  Soule  Chapel "  society,  and  stands  within 
the  bounds  of  Ninth-street  charge,  hai'ing,  like  "  Soule  chapel,"  one 
whole  charge — "  Morris  Chapel" — between  it  and  the  border  or  river. 
It  is  understood  to  have  regular  preaching,  but  whether  placed  on  the 
Minutes  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South,  as  a  distinct  charge  we  know 
not,  but  understand  that  pastoral  authority  is  exercised  there  in  the 
formation  of  classes,  receiving^members,  and  exercising  discipline. 

Statement  of  encroachment  on  the  territory  of  the  Philadelphia  Con- 
ference by  the  M.  E,  Church,  South. — Accomac  and  Northampton  coun- 
ties, Va.,  are  separated  from  the  Virginia  Conference  by  a  broaAbay, 
(the  Chesapeake,)  in  every  place  from  fifteen  to  thirty  miles  wide. 
The  first  place  that  voted  to  unite  with  the  Church  South  was  Cape- 
ville  in  Northampton,  about  seven  miles  north  of  Cape  Charles.  The 
next  place  at  which  the  vote  was  taken  was  Salem,  eight  miles  north 
of  Capeville,  which,  by  a  strong  majority,  had  previously  determined 
to  stay  with  us.  The  next  place  was  Johnson's  Chapel,  about  ten 
miles  north  of  Salem,  which,  by  a  small  majority,  preferred  the  Church 
South.  The  next  place  reported  to  have  chosen  the  Church  South 
was  Bethel,  in  Occahannock  Neck.  Here  no  vote  was  taken,  but 
some  friends  of  the  Church  South  went  around  to  the  houses  of  the 
members,  and  reported  that  they  had  obtained  a  majority  for  the  new 
organization.  These  were  all  that  had  declared  for  the  South  before 
Mr.  Moorman  was  sent  over.  Some  time  after  his  arrival,  Franktown, 
five  or  six  miles  north  of  Johnson's,  gave  a  majority  of  one  vote,  for 
the  South,  by  getting  together  members  who  had  not  attended  class  for 
years.  Pungotraque,  in  Accomac  county,  about  ten  miles  further  north, 
after  giving  a  majority  to  remain  in  the  old  Church  several  times,  at 
length  chose  the  new  Church  by  a  small  majority.  And,  finally,  Crad- 
idockville,  a  few  miles  south-east  of  Pungotraque,  in  a  neck,  gave  a 
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majority  for  the  Church  South.    There  is  no  appointment  between  any 

of  the  above  and  the  Chesapeake  Bay. 

Signed  E.  Heddxno^  ^ 

B.  Waugh, 
Thomas  A.  Morris, 
L.  L.  Hamline, 
Edmund  S.  Janes. 

Although  the  Plan  could  have  no  reference  to  the  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore,  or  Ohio  Conference,  nevertheless  allowing  that  these  con- 
ferences could  be  the  theatre  of  the  operations  of  the  Plan  on  their 
southern  verge,  the  framers  of  the  Plan,  in  reference  to  majorities  of 
societies  or  stations,  as  well  as  to  internal  societies,  have  been  over- 
looked by  the  Southern  bishops.  At  first,  by  the  concession  of  all, 
the  Plan  was  confined  to  the  thirteen  Conferences  in  the  slaveholding 
states.  Next,  it  was  extended  by  the  South  to  the  other  Conferences  ; 
and  even  in  these  the  border  regulations  were  disregarded,  and  South- 
ern encroachment  stopped  at  nothing.  While  our  bishops,  individually, 
in  laudable  submission  to  the  episcopal  board,  have,  on  their  part,  most 
scrupulously  observed  the  regulations  of  the  Plan,  the  bishops  of  the 
new  Church  have  trampled  under  foot  the  provisions  of  the  Plan, 
while  at  the  same  time  they  have  professed  to  be  governed  by  it ;  and 
although  the  authorities  of  the  M.  E.  Church  did  their  utmost  to  pre- 
serve the  line  unbroken,  it  was  unavailing.  The  authorities  of  the  M. 
E.  Church,  South,  by  precept  and  example,  have  broken  over  the  bar- 
riers, and  the  line,  by  their  doing,  has  no  longer  any  being.  They 
themselves  have  destroyed  the  Plan,  and  have  placed  it  now  beyond 
the  reach  of  the  M.  E.  Church  to  restore  the  boundaries.  Nor  is  there 
now  any  hope  that  measures  could  be  taken  to  restore  the  line  or  con- 
tinue it,  did  it  exist.  The  General  Conference  of  the  M.  E.  Church, 
South,  by  the  following  resolution,  in  their  report  on  the  administration 
of  their  bishops,  have  decided  this  point.    They  say, 

"  Resolved,  That  after  a  full  and  patient  examination  of  the  particu- 
lars of  the  administration  of  the  Southern  bishops,  in  relation  to  the 
Plan  of  Separation,  the  General  Conference  of  the  M.  E.  Church, 
South,  consider  the  charges  so  repeatedly  made  by  the  editors  and 
correspondents  of  the  Western  Christian  Advocate,  and  the  Christian 
Advocate  and  Journal,  against  Bishops  Soule  and  Andrew,  as  entirely 
groundless,  and  that,  on  the  contrary,  the  administration  aforesaid  has 
been  strictly  conformed  to  the  rule  set  forth  by  authority  of  the  Gene- 
ral Conference  of  the  M.  E.  Church  in  its  legislation  on  this  subject  in 
1844." 

Thus,  the  administration  of  the  Southern  bishops  has  been  sustained 
by  their  General  Conference.  They  have,  therefore,  in  advance  of 
the  M.  E.  Church,  overthrown  the  Plan,  and  have  left  none  of  it  re- 
maining for  us  to  overthrow,  and  now,  in  pronouncing  it  null  and  void^ 
the  South  have  compelled  to  this  action. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

George  Peck,  Chairman.    . 
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K.— PASTORAL  ADDRESS 

Of  the  General  Conference  to  the  Members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 

Church. 

Dearly  Beloved  Brethren, — ^Under  a  solemn  sense  of  our  respon- 
sibility, as  the  representatives  in  General  Conference  of  your  pastors 
and  ministers  in  Christ  Jesus,  we  cannot  permit  this  occasion  to  pass 
away  without  tendering  to  you  our  Christian  salutations,  with  such 
advice  and  counsel  as  present  circumstances  seem  to  require. 

Since  the  last  General  Conference  we  have  had  numerous  and 
varied  proofs  of  the  divine  goodness  and  mercy  toward  us,  as  a  branch 
of  Christ's  visible  Church,  which  demand  our  most  fervent  and  devout 
gratitude.  Among  these,  we  would  desire  especially  to  mention  the 
preservation  of  a  sound  evangelical  theology,  as  contained  in  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  and  taught  by  Mr.  Wesley  and  the  fathers  of  Me- 
thodism ;  the  continuance  of  a  godly  ministry,  who  are  constantly 
laboring  to  save  sinners,  and  raise  up  a  holy  people ;  the  manifest 
tokens  of  divine  approbation  which  still  attend  their  labors ;  and  the 
consequent  awakening,  conversion,  and  sanctification  of  souls.  We 
rejoice  also  to  see  the  improvement  which  has  been  made  in  our 
Church  in  her  various  departments  and  operations.  In  the  cause  of 
missions,  Sunday  schools,  temperance,  rehgious  literature,  and  sound 
Christian  education,  though  we  are  far  from  thinking  that  we  have 
fully  met  our  increasing  obligations ;  yet  we  feel  that  we  have  great 
reason  to  be  thankful  to  Him  who  worketh  all  good  in  man,  and  to 
whom  must  be  given  the  praise  of  every  good  thing.  Nor  can  we 
omit  to  mention,  among  the  causes  of  gratitude  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, what  we  regard  as  a  signal  mark  of  the  divine  goodness,  that  at 
a  period  when  we,  and  many  with  us,  had  so  much  reason  to  appre- 
hend a  painful,  if  not  a  disastrous  session  of  our  General  Conference, 
we  have  been  graciously  kept  in  the  utmost  harmony  and  fraternal 
concord.  No  session  of  this  body,  probably,  has  been  attended  with 
more  evident  marks  of  a  Christian  affection  among  the  members.  The 
uniformly  courteous  and  Christian  bearing  of  the  brethren  toward  each 
other,  even  in  their  warmest  and  most  interesting  discussions,  has  been 
truly  delightful.  In  all  this  we  cannot  but  see  and  acknowledge  the 
hand  of  God ;  nor  can  we  fail  to  acknowledge,  beloved  friends  and 
brethren  in  Christ,  that  we  are  greatly  indebted  to  your  prayers  and 
intercessions,  which,  we  believe,  have,  day  and  night,  gone  up  in  our 
behalf  to  the  throne  of  God. 

But  while  we  have  so  many  evidences  of  the  divine  goodness  toward 
lis,  we  must  not  conceal  from  ourselves  that  we  rest  under  a  fearful 
weight  of  responsibility ;  and  it  behooves  us  to  take  good  heed  to  our 
ways  lest,  after  all,  we  betray  our  trust.  As  God,  in  his  grace  and 
providence,  is  enlarging  our  means  and  facilities  for  cultivating  his 
vineyard,  we  must  take  care  that  we  faithfully  improve  the  talents  in- 
trusted to  us.  And  here  permit  us,  in  virtue  of  our  office  as  your 
ministers,  in  Christ's  name,  to  address  you  in  the  words  of  faithful 
admonition. 
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We  sincerely  hope  that  in  the  increasing  facility  enjoyed  by  your 
ministers  of  the  present  day  for  intellectual  improvement  and  literary 
cultivation,  that  while  you  may  duly  appreciate  whatever  advantages 
you  enjoy  in  this  respect,  you  will  still  bear  in  mind  that  it  is  by  the 
*< preaching  of  the  cross"  alone  that  God  will  convert  the  world. 
However  highly,  therefore,  you  may  enjoy  a  cultivated  ministry,  never 
be  satisfied  with  any  preaching  that  does  not  direct  the  soul  to  Christ. 
Upon  this  subject,  however,  we  will  not,  and  we  trust  we  need  not, 
enlarge.  We  believe  that  you  feel  as  deeply  as  ourselves  that  the 
health  of  the  Church  and  salvation  of  the  world  depend,  under  God^ 
on  a  ministry,  the  subject  and  end  of  whose  preaching  is  "  Christ  cru- 
cified"— "  Christ  the  wisdom  of  God  and  the  power  of  God,"  "  the 
only  name  given  under  heaven  among  men  whereby  we  can  be  saved.'' 

We  would  call  your  attention  also  to  the  necessity  of  maintaining  in 
purity  and  vigor  that  form  of  Christianity  which  God  has  committed  to- 
our  keeping.  While  we  look  with  Christian  affection  on  all  our  sister 
evangelical  Churches,  and  bid  them  God  speed  in  our  common  work 
of  saving  men,  we  must  nbt  forget  that  there  is  a  peculiar  adaptation 
in  the  economy  of  Methodism  to  the  great  purposes  of  the  gospel,  and 
that  our  ecclesiastical  institutions  have  been  especially  owned  of  God» 
and  signalized  by  a  remaricable  success.  And,  while  we  are  willing 
to  allow  that,  in  certain  subsidiary  prudential  arrangements,  we  may 
very  properly  consult  changes  in  the  social  state  and  habits,  and 
adapt  our  modes  of  operation  to  special  occasions  and  emergencies,, 
we  must  still  remain  steadfast  in  whatever  is  essentially  characteristic 
of  primitive  Methodism.  Especially  we  would  insist  on  the  necessity 
of  a  faithful  and  diligent  attendance  upon  all  the  public  and  social, 
means  of  grace.  A  decent  regard  for  religious  consistency,  and  even 
conformity  to  reputable  usage  in  society,  and  other  motives  not  strictly 
Christian,  may  lead  persons  to  attend  the  ministry  of  the  word.  But 
we  trust  you  will  show  the  sincerity  of  your  profession  and  the  earnest 
nature  of  your  piety,  not  only  by  diligence  in  attending  public  service, 
but  also  by  a  close  attendance  upon  those  means  of  grace  which  are 
peculiar  to  ourselves.  We  grieve  to  hear  that  in  many  parts  of  our 
work  there  is  a  great,  and,  we  fear,  an  increasing,  neglect  of  those  most 
important  means  of  improvement  in  religious  experience  and  character 
-^class  meetings.  We  pray  you,  beloved  brethren  and  friends,  do  not 
help,  by  any  neglect  of  yours,  to  prostrate,  or  cause  to  be  undervalued, 
what  has  been  found  of  such  inestimable  service  in  our  Zion,  and  which 
has,  more  than  any  prudential  institution  among  us,  served  to  keep  alive 
in  our  body  the  life  and  power  of  godliness. 

But  we  find  it  impracticable  to  dwell  at  length  upon  particulars. 
Let  us,  then,  exhort  you  generally  to  care  and  faithfulness  in  observing 
the  General  Rules  of  our  societies.  It  bebooves  us  to  be  watchful, 
lest,  as  Providence  increases  our  secular  and  social  advantages,  we 
lose  somewhat  of  the  purity  and  simplicity  of  the  Christian  character. 
With  an  increase  of  wealth,  taste,  and  refinement,  therefore,  will 
naturally  arise  increased  temptations  to  worldly  pursuits  and  com* 
pliances,  and  practices  that  are  not  after  Christ,  and  "  do  not  tend  tQ 
the  knowledge  and  love  of  God,"  or  to  holy  living.    It  is  to  be  feared 
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that  in  some  places  the  spirituality  of  our  Church  is  suffering  from 
inattention  to  these  considerations,  and  a  want  of  sufficient  care.  This 
is  no  time  for  indifference.  We  must  preserve  the  ancient  landmarks. 
As  our  General  Rules  are  such  as  commend  themselves  to  every  truly 
awakened  conscience,  we  hope  that  they  may  everywhere  be  strictly 
and  conscientiously  observed.  ^ 

Among  the  means  of  maintaining  the  purity  and  permanence  of  the 
Church  of  Christ,  nothing  is  more  essentilEil  than  a  strict  observance  of 
the  Lord's  day.,  We  trust  you  will  ever  remember  the  sabbath-day  to 
keep  it  holy.  God  and  his  Church  demand  this  of  you,  and  the  inte- 
rests of  mankind  depend  on  it.  We  hope  you  will  not  only  abstain 
from  your  ordinary  secular  emplo3rments  on  that  day,  and  from  all 
labors  except  those  of  necessity  or  nlercy,  strictly  so  called,  but  also 
from  social  calls  and  visits,  and  from  everything  that  would  prevent 
the  entire  consecration  of  this  day  by  yourselves  and  others  to  the 
immediate  service  of  God.  We  recommend,  also,  that  you  render 
whatever  assistance  you  can,  prudently  and  judiciously,  to  promote  the 
observance  of  the  sabbath  in  the  community. 

Closely  connected  with  the  observance  of  the  sabbath  is  the  reli- 
gious instruction  of  children.  We  do  not  mean  that  this  work  is  to  be 
confined  to  the  sabbath.  Far  from  it.  Yet  the  sabbath  affords  so 
favorable  an  opportunity  for  the  performance  of  this  duty,  and  the  duty 
ia  so  appropriate  to  the  day,  that  we  cannot  but  look  upon  both  as 
closely  connected.  Certainly  parents  cannot  "  sanctify  the  sabbath  " 
more  effectually  than  by  employing  the  intervals  between  public  ser- 
vice in  reading  the  Bible,  or  interesting  religious  books,  to  their  chil- 
dren, teaching  them  our  forins  of  Catechism,  or  in  some  way  taking 
pains  to  imprint  upon  their  infant  or  youthful  minds  the  great  and 
beautiful  things  of  God's  word.  This  work  must  be  attended  to.  We 
are  called  to  it  by  every  holy  obligation,  and  by  the  most  profound  and 
iar-reaching  considerations.  Let  us  be  in  earnest  upon  it.  We  fear 
that  many  children,  of  even  professedly  religioua  parents,  grow  up 
fearfully,  shame&Uy  ignorant  of  the  Bible,  and  of  the  great  doctrines 
of  Christianity.  These  things  ought  not  so  to  be.  Nor  can  the  sab- 
bath school  make  up  for  the  lack  of  parental  duty  in  this  matter.  We 
rejoice  in  the  success  of  the  sabbath-school  cause,  and  trust  you  will 
spare  no  pains  to  make  this  method  of  religious  instruction  as  eficient 
as  possible.  Still,  this  cannot  do  the  work  of  the  parent,  though  it 
may  afford  him  most  important  aid.  Remember  the  words  of  God  to 
his  ancient  Church,  "  Therefore  shall  ye  lay  up  these  my  words  in 
your  heart,  and  in  your  soul,  and  bind  them  for  a  sign  upon  your  hand, 
that  they  may  be  as  frontlets  between  your  eyes.  And  ye  shall  teach 
them  your  children,  speaking  of  them  when  thou  sittest  in  thine  house, 
and  when  thou  walkest  by  the  way,  when  thou  liest  down,  and  when 
thou  risest  up.  And  thou  shalt  write  them  upon  the  door-posts  of  thine 
house,  and  upon  thy  gates,  that  your  days  may  be  multiplied,  and  the 
days  of  your  children,  in  the  land  which  the  Lord  sware  unto  your 
fathers  to  give  them,  as  the  days  of  heaven  upon  the  earth.**  Deut. 
»,  18-21. 

W»  think  it  proper  lo  call  your  attention  to  a  change  in  one  of  the 
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Greneral  Rules  of  our  united  societies.  We  allude  to  the  one  on  in- 
toxicating liquors.  By  the  concurrent  votes  of  the  General  and  An- 
nual Conferences,  Mr.  Wesley's  rule  on  this  subject,  which  prohibits 
buying  and  selling,  as  well  as  using,  spirituous  liquors  as  a  beverage, 
has  been  restored.  To  the  restoration  of  this  rule  we  felt  driven,  as 
well  by  the  propriety  of  the  thing  as  by  the  force  of  public  sentiment. 
Consistency  of  conduct,  and  a  regard  to  our  moral  and  religious 
responsibilities,  would  permit  no  longer  delay.  Methodism  was  at 
the  first  far  in  advance  of  the  general  opinion  in  regard  to  the  use  of 
ardent  spirits,  and  it  would  be  a  shameful  act  of  dereliction  npw  to  fall 
in  the  rear.  It  has  become  the  belief  of  almost  all  enlightened  and 
pious  persons  that  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,  as 
well  as  their  use,  for  a  beverage,  are  inconsistent  with  an  elevated 
standard  of  morals,  as  well  as  with  sound  views  of  Christian  obliga- 
tion. It  is,  therefore,  our  decided  opinion  that  no  countenance  or 
support  should  be  given,  nor  ecclesiastical  justification  extended,  to  a 
practice  so  utterly  inimical  to  the  safety  and  well-being  of  society, 
and  so  ruinous  to  individual  character  and  happiness,  both  in  this 
world  and  the  next,  as  that  which  is  herein  condemned.  But  while 
we  recommend  a  strict  observance  of  this  rule,  and  ask  your  faithful 
and  strenuous  co-operation  to  render  it  practically  e^cient,  still,  as 
its  restoration  is  recent,  and  must  have  somewhat  the  nature  of  a  re- 
trospective or  ex  post  facto  law,  we  also  recommend  a  reasonable  for- 
bearance with  delinquents,  and  also  kindness  and  gentleness  in  the 
mode  of  its  enforcement.  These  remarks  have  a  special  reference  to 
those  who  were  engaged  in  the  liquor  business  prior  to  the  restoration 
of  the  rule.  It  will  be  well  to  allow  them  a  reasonable  time  to  with- 
draw their  capital,  and  invest  it  in  some  other  occupation.  What  may 
be  considered  a  reasonable  time  will  depend  on  circumstances,  which 
we  must  leave  to  your  consideration.  Be  mild  and  gentle,  yet  de- 
cided, with  ofienders.  It  is  better  to  save  a  soul,  if  practicable,  than 
to  cut  him  off  without  hope  of  remedy ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  we 
must  not  let  the  whole  Church  sufier  for  the  secular  interest,  or  the 
perverseness,  of  a  few  incorrigible  delinquents. 

It  will  naturally  be  expected  that  we  should  take  some  notice  in 
this  Address  of  the  peculiar  difficulties  of  our  Church,  which  have 
excited  so  much  attention  since  the  General  Conference  of  1844,  and 
which  have  constituted  one  of  the  most  delicate  topics  of  discussion 
before  us.  In  the  disposition  of  this  subject,  we  can  assure  you  that 
we  have  exercised  all  the  wisdom  and  discretion  that  Heaven  had 
conferred  upon  us.  That  we  have  succeeded  in  satisfying  all,  is 
more  than  we  can  reasonably  expect ;  yet  we  hope  that  the  measures 
adopted  will,  in  the  main,  prove  acceptable  to  the  great  body  of  our 
people. 

You  are,  no  doubt,  aware  that  we  have  received  numerous  petitions 
and  memorials  from  individuals  and  societies  residing  in  the  southern 
states,  praying  that  we  would  take  some  measures  whereby  they  might 
remain  in  the  Church  of  their  early  choice.  The  petitioners  thought 
.  the  cause  of  separation  not  sufficient,  and  believed  it  to  be  their  duty 
to  continue  in  connection  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.    For 
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the  reasons,  moreover,  which  are  assigned  in  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  State  of  the  Church,  which  we,  have  not  time  here  to 
enumerate,  we  felt  perfectly  at  liberty  to  declare  the  Plan  of  Separa- 
tion, as  it  was  called,  null  and  void.  We  felt  not  <Hily  at  liberty  u>  do 
this,  under  existing  circumstances,  but  we  also  believed  that  we  could 
not  otherwise  fulfill  the  obligations  of  the  Church  to  those  who  still 
claim  her  fostering  care. 

But  while  we  felt  in  duty  bound  to  provide  for  our  adhering  nkm- 
bers  in  the  southern  states,  we  still  felt  disposed  to  do  all  we  ooidd 
constitutionally  to  adjust,  in  some  amicable  way,  the  difficulty  in  re- 
gard to  the  invested  funds  of  the  Church.  You  will  easily  perceive 
&at  this  was  a  question  of  peculiar  delicacy.  On  the  one  hand,  as 
the  permission  required  in  order  to  divide  the  funds  had  been  refused 
by  the  Annual  Conferences,  and  we  had,  therefore,  no  constitutional 
power  to  meet  the  claims  of  the  Church  South,  neither,  on  the  other 
hand,  were  we  disposed  to  reject  them  if  they  are  founded  in  justice 
and  equity.  Moreover,  we  felt  neither  disposed  nor  competent  to 
decide  this  question  for  ourselves,  and  on  our  sole  responsibOity.  We 
have,  therefore,  made  arrangements  for  submitting  the  whole  question 
to  an  arbitration,  for  amicable  adjustment,  which  will  ultanately,  we 
trust,  give  satisfaction  to  all  concerned. 

If  the  measures  we  have  taken  in  this  whole  subject  do  not  seem  to 
you  the  most  judicious,  we  trust  you  will  duly  consider  the  extreme 
delicacy  and  difficulty  of  our  position.  We  were  of  different  opinions 
on  some  points,  and  yet  we  have  been  enabled  to  exercise  a  great 
degree  of  forbearance  and  kindness  toward  each  other,  so  that  our  dif- 
ferences of  opinion  have  led  to  no  alienation  of  feeling.  We  trust  it 
will  be  so  with  you.  Be  cairn  and  prayerful.  If  you  do  not  at  once 
see  the  propriety  of  our  course,  be  patient.  Wait  until  you  shall  have 
had  time  maturely  to  weigh  the  matter,  and,  above  all,  take  no  rash 
step  that  may  cause  agitation  or  tumult  in  the  Church,  or  in  the  com- 
munity. We  trust  the  God  of  love  and  peace  will  be  with  you,  and 
that  he  will  out  of  apparent  evil  bring  forth  good,  and  make  ever3rthittg 
ultimately  redound  to  his  own  praise  and  glory. 

Finally,  beloved  brethren,  ''whom  we  greatly  long  after  in  the 
bowels  of  Jesus  Christ,"  let  us  exhort  you  to  "  be  steadfast,  unmov- 
able,  always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord ;  forasmuch  as  ye 
know  that  your  labor  is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord."  Live  in  the  exer- 
cise of  a  genial  charity  toward  one  another,  and  toward  all  mankind ; 
live  in  the  exercise  of  a  lively  faith  in  the  Son  of  God ;  cultivate  holi- 
ness of  heart,  purity  of  life,  and  all  the  graces  of  the  Christian  pro- 
fession. And  in  your  approaches  to  a  throne  of  grace,  do  not  neglect 
to  pray  for  immediate  and  continued  blessings  from  the  Holy  Spirit 
upon  the  gospel  labors  of  your  servants  and  brethren  in  our  common 
Lord  and  Saviour.     In  behalf  of  the  General  Conference, 

Elijah  Heddino, 
B.  Waugh, 
Thomas  A.  MoRRts, 
L.  L.  Hamline, 
Edmukd  S.  Janes. 
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L.— VOTE  OF  THE  ANNUAL  CONFERENCES  ON  THE  PROPOSITION 
TO  CHANGE  THE  SIXTH  RESTRICTIVE  RULE. 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  Church  beg  leave  further  to  report 
in  part : — 

That  they  have  received  from  the  commissioners  of  the  Church, 
South,  an  account  of  the  vote  in  the  Southern  Conferences  in  relation 
to  the  change  of  the  sixth  Restrictive  Rule ;  and  from  a  count  of  the 
votes  from  all  the  Annual  Conferences,  find  the  following  result : — 

The  votes  from  the  Conferences  at  the  South  stand  thus :  for  the 
alteration,  971,  and  against  it,  3.  From  the  conferences  now  em- 
braced within  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  for  the  alteration,  1164, 
against  it,  1067.  Whole  number  for  the  alteration,  2135,  against  it, 
1070.  The  whole  number  neciessary  to  authorize  the  alteration,  2404. 
Subtract  from  this  number  2135,  the  number  of  votes  actually  cast  for 
the  alteration,  leaves  269,  which  is  the  number  of  votes  wanting  to 
authorize  the  change  of  the  rule. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  PECK,  Chairman. 
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ing  communicants  from  other  church 
««,  107;  to  regulate  the  Book  Com. 
mittees,  115;  to  amend  language  of 
0iscipllne    concerning  ^*  presumption 
•  of  guilt,**  124 ;  provision  for  naval  sta. 
tioos,  124 ;  term  of  office  of  presiding 
alders  not  restricted  to  two  years,  124  ; 
concerning  illegal  expulsion,  125;  trial 
carried  up  by  the  preacher,  127 ;  dis- 
ciplinary mode  of  trial  not  to  be  de- 
parted  from,  127;  rights  of  superan. 
nnated  preachers  not  resident  in  their 
^wn  Conferences,  128 ;  concerning  em- 
f  torment  of  eolored  preachers,  130. 


Dixon,  Dr.,  introduced,  14;  credentials 
read,  and  vote  of  thanks  passed,  15; 
requested  to  preacli,  27  ;  sermon,  39  ; 
vote  of  thanks  for,  39 ;  questions  asked, 
47  ;  farewell  address,  53. 

Ebenezer  station,  St.  Louis,  12,  116. 

Editors  and  Agents  elected,  104,  120; 
accounts  of,  63 ;  expenses  of,  104, 
112,  120;  no  extra  pay,  112 ;  hottses 
of,  in  Ne W.York,  113 ;  salaries  of, 
119;  assistants  of,  132. 

Education,  Committee  on,  ordered,  8 ; 
announced,  9 ;  report  on  statistics  of 
colleges,  &c.,  69;  educational  collec 
tion  recommended,  70 ;  report,  132. 

Elections  of  Editors,  &c.,  104,  105,  120. 

Elliott,  Dr.,  chosen  historian,  131,  132. 

Emory,  Dr.,  resolutioa  concerning,  62. 

Episcopacy,  Committee  on,  ordered,  7  ; 
announced,  9 ;  report  of,  on  Maffiit's 
case,  54,  78 ;  on  aliedged  letter  of  Bp. 
Morris,  55 ;  adratnistration  of  bishops, 
55  ;  claims  of  bishops,  55. 

Estimating  Committees  emenaUe  to  qnar- 
terly  conference,  102. 

Evidence,  new,  in  appeals,  127. 

Expenses  of  Delegates,  Committaa  on, 
»,  9,  108. 

Expulsion,  illegal,  void,  126. 

Ferguson,  J.,  cUims  of,  introduced,  93; 

referred  to  Missionary  Society^  120. 
Finance,  Committee   on,  ordered,   12; 

appointed,  13 ;  reports  of,  bO,  124. 
Fund,  Chartered,  Committee  on,  ordered, 

8 ;  appointed,  9 ;  reports  of,  QS,  80, 100. 
Funds,  proposition  to  divide,  to  Southern 

supernumeraries,  93 ;  decided,  114. 

General  Conference,  ratio  of  representa. 

tion,  38;  next,  where,  132. 
Genesee  Conference,  division  of,  petitions 

concerning,  15,  20,  37 ;  action  on,  71 ; 

not  reconsidered,  97. 
German  iVIissions.     [See  Jftationt.] 
Green,  J.  C,  commonication  from,  19; 

action  thereon,  3^. 

Harvey,Rev.  J.,  resolution  relative  to^  lOL 

History  of  M.  E.  Church  provided  for,  54. 

Horse  keeping,  64,  12dL 

Hymn.book,  Committee  on»  ordered,  12 ; 
announced,  13 ;  report  of,  25,  26 ; 
Committee  to  nominate  Committee  of 
Revisal,  36 ;  their  report,  70. 

Itinerancy,  Committee   on,  ordered,  7; 

announced,  10,  23 ;  reports  of,  41, 48; 

final  report  of,  98. 
Itinerancy  in  contiguous  stations,  99, 100. 

Jones,  S.  D.,  business  of,  90. 
Journal,  General  Conference,  to  be 
plated,  132;  to  be  published,  123. 
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l.adie^  Repository,  104,  106. 

Law  questions  preferred  by  the  bishops, 
18 ;  Committee  on,  ordered,  19 ;  an- 
nounced,  21 ;  increased,  23  ;  reports 
of,  30,  32,  66 ;  anal  report,  1^5-129. 

Leesburg,  memorial  from,  67. 

Liberia  Mission,  to  lessen  expenses  of, 
131 ;  memorial  from,  asking  repre. 
sentation  in  General  Conference,  56 ; 
action  on  memorial,  91,  92,97. 

Local  preachers,  right  of,  to  contract,  11 ; 
<M'diaation  of,  30 ;  recommended,  &c., 
126  ;  colored,  (District  Conference  of,) 
30;  where  amenable,  105;  course  of 
study  for,  Committee  to  draw  up,  or- 
dered, 28 ;  announced,  36  ;  report  of, 
93,  108. 

XdOoated  preachers,  how  located,  103 ; 
oertificates  to  be  given  to,  98,  100 ; 
where  am^iable,  105. 

Lyon,  J.  C,  business  of,  90. 

Maffitt,  J.  N.,  case  of,  introduced  by 
Bishop  Hedding,  12 ;  course  of  Bishop 
Hedding  approved,  54,  55,  78. 

Maine  Conference,  petition  to  dividei,  20 ; 
division  of,  71. 

Map  of  Conferences,  43. 

JViaysville  documents,  93,  133. 

M*Abee,  J.  N.,  business  of,  90. 

M*Elroy,  J.,  business  of,  90. 

Members,  Church,  withdrawal  of,  '30 ; 

.  rightsof,73  ;  leavingiii'ith  certificate,  38  ; 

expelled  illegally,  126 ;  Southern,  peti. 

tions  from,  37;  not  exscinded,  73, 117. 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  Com- 
missionerafrom.   [See  Commissioners.] 

3li8don,  Liberia,  resolve  concerning,  131. 

Missions,  Committee  on,  ordered,  7 ;  an. 
nounced,  10 ;  report  on  German  books, 
33  ;  on  Oregon,  &c.,  39,  69, 121 ;  on 
Home  Department,  28,  41,  92 ;  on 
"Wjrandoit  Indians,  68;  on  Germans 
>.in  Ohio  and  Illinois,  68;  on  North- 
-western Indians,  Germans  in  Illinois, 
and  Liberia  Mission  Conference,  91 ; 
on  Conference  Missionary  Society  for 
home  missions,  92 ;  on  Welsh,  Swedes, 
,&c.,  120 ;  on  Ferguson  case,  120  ; 
provision  for  new  fields,  121. 

Missions,  bow  to  raise  funds  for,  29. 

Mitchell,  J.T.,  traveling  expenses  of,  132. 

Monthly  Magazine,  61. 

Mount  Zion,  memorial  from,  15. 

Moving  expenses  of  Dr.  Bond,  63 ;  of 
C.  B.  Tippett,  49,  50, 132. 

New.Mexico  included  in  a  Conference, 
29,  39, 121. 

New- York  Conference,  division  of,  pe- 
titions for,  14 ;  ordered,  70 ;  when  to 
take  effect  detenniaed,  119. 


North-western  Indians,  missioiis  to,  91. 
NoFwegiavs,  mission  to,  53. 

Officers  of  General  Conference,  election 

of,  93,  104,  108,  120. 
Ohio  Conference,  division  of,  petitions  fo^, 

16,26 ;  ordered,  71, 72 ;  boundaries,  97. 
Oneida  Conference,  division  of,  petition 

for,  14 ;  ordered,  97. 
Oregon,  Conference  to  include,  29  ;  An. 

nual  Conference  for,  considered,  3!2, 

39,  121. 
Osborn,  J.  W.,  appeal  of,  35 ;  deferredi» 

42  ;  cona^dered,  52  ;  decided,  57. 

Papers,  General  Conference,  proposed,  in 
quarto,  54. 

Pastoral  Address,  [see  Address;}  visit- 
dng,  27,  99. 

Periodical  for  Sermons  of -living  minis- 
ters, resolution  of  Oneida  Conference 
on,  20  ;  Michigan  Conference  on,  30 1 
declared  inexpedient,  112. 

Pews  in  churches,  38. 

Pittsburgh,  vote  of  thanks  to  citizens  of, 
119,  132;  Conference,  division  of,  56^ 
72 ;  Christian  Advocate,  100,  104. 

Plan  of  Separation,  violations  of,  ordered 
to  be  inquired  into,  24 ;  reports  on, 
116,  164 ;  declared  null,  75,  78,  80.; 
claims  of  those  exscinded  by,  11& 

Preachers,  probation  of,  four  yeaxm  pro* 
posed,  24,  29;  determined  upon,  107  ; 
reconsidered,  130;  colored,  memorial 
of,  35, 130  ;  withdrawal  of,  30, 32, 66 ; 
how  may  be  located,  64,  103 ;  failing 
in  business,  106  ;  trials  of,  how  con. 
ducted,  103,  105,  128 ;  proposed  by 
Committee,  126. 

Presiding  elders,  districts  of,  23 ;  term  of 
service,  124. 

Probationers,  how  to  be  reported,  103. 

Publication,  committee  on,  17. 

Publication  of  Rules,  Committee  on,  or- 
dered, 8  ;  announced,  9  ;  reported*  36. 

Quarterly  Review,  advertisements  in, 
103;  expenses  of,  114;  resolutions 
concerning,  109,  113. 

Question  Sixth  (Discipline,  p.  23)  strick- 
en out,  103. 

Questions  of  order,  13 ;  of  law,  preferred 
by  bishops,  18;  presented  by  others, 
37,  43,  57,  61,  64;  Committee  on,  or- 
dered, 19 ;  announced,  21 ;  increased, 
21,  23 ;  report  on  withdrawals.  30, 32;; 
final  report,  125-128. 

Real  estate  in  N.  Y.,  and  Cincinnati,  114. 
Records,  Conference,  how  to  be  kept,  98^ 
Reed,  Mrs.  N.,  donation  from,  35. 
Release  of  estates  of  debtors  to  the  Boo]( 
Concern,  50. 
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Report!  of  Committees.    [See  BevtsaL] 

Resolution  of  1640  rescinded,  59, 125. 

Restrictive  Rule,  Sixth,  proposition  to 
change,  43 ;  proposition  to  siv^pend, 
123  ;  votes  of  Annual  Conferences  on 
proposal  to  abolish,  48,  56,  86,  94; 
new  rule  proposed,  40. 

Revisal  of  Discipline,  Committee  on,  pro. 
posed,  8 ;  ordered,  11 ;  announced, 
13  ;  modified,  46 ;  reports  of,  32,  42, 
68,  102, 105-108.    [See  Dmcipline,] 

Rights  of  members  to  membersmp,  73, 
74, 117,  126. 

Ritual^  proposal  to  revise,  66. 

8t.  Louis,  memorial  from,  19  ;  action 
thereon,  117. 

Savage,  J.,  letter  of,  37. 

Secret  societies,  paper  on,  37. 

Sellick,  E.  J.,  appeal  of^  introduced,  63 ; 
action  on,  116. 

Sexton,  resolution  to  pay,  117. 

Singing,  memorial  on,  from  West  Tro7,36. 

Slavery,  memorial  on,  from  Middletown, 
36;  resolution  of  1840  on^  59;  re. 
scinded,  125. 

Sniffen,  B.  D.,  appeal  of,  introduced,  41 ; 
considered,  56,  58 ;  decided,  59. 

Sottle,  Bishop,  communication  from,  43  ; 
action  on,  45,47 ;  letter  from,  109,134. 

Spirituous  liquors,  Wesley's  rule  on,  79. 

Sprague,  Ezra,  appeal  of,  presented,  41 ; 
taken  up,  43  ;  considered,  48  ;  de. 
cidedt  51 ;  questions  of  Troy  delega- 
tion on,  54 ;  referred  to  Law  Com. 
mittee,  93;  answered,  129. 

Standing  Committees.  [See  Boundarie9.] 

State  of  the  Church,  Committee  on,  or. 
dered,  8 ;  announced,  10 ;  report 
touching  Dr.  Peirce,  21 ;  questioning 
bishops,  24;  on  division  of  Church 
property,  47 ;  on  Sixth  Restrictive 
Rule,  56 ;  declaring  division  uncon. 
eiitutionai,  73-94;  on  evil  results  of 
plan,  116-118  ;  final  report  presented, 
129 ;  adopted,  131 ;  report  on  pro. 
perty  question,  141 ;  final  report,  154 ; 
on  infractions  of  the  plan,  164. 

Stations,  itinerancy  in,  petitioned  for, 
14,  60 ;  declared  inexpedient,  99. 

Stevens,  A.,  resignation  of,  120. 

Stowci  T.,  business  of,  90. 

Strawberry  Plains,  paper  from,  15. 

Sunday-School  Union,  memorial  of,  26  ; 
report  on>  123,  149 ;  Advocate,  109, 
113 ;  superintendents,  28,  29  ;  deposi. 
tones  of  books,  113. 

Superannuates,  receipts  of,  to  be  report- 
ed, ^proposed,  14 ;  Southern,  propo- 
sition to  pay,  93 ;  considered,  110,  111 ; 
decided,  114;  rights  of»  where  resi. 
dsnt^  128. 


Table  expenses,  Committiae  on,  smen^ 

able,  64, 102. 
Temperance,  Committee  on,  ordered,  8 ; 

announced,   9  ;    address   from    New. 

York  on,  20;  Discipline  on,  23,  27 ; 

report  on,  51,  53,  79;  adopted,  124;. 

the  report,  153. 
Testimony,  admissibility  of,  question  of 

law,  18,  127  ;  new,  inadmissible   in 

appeals,  127. 
Tilton,  H.  C,  business  of,  112. 
Tippett,  C.  B.,  letter  from,  35 ;  report  on, 

49  ;  aetion  on,  50,  132. 
Tracts,  Committee  on,  8,  9  ;  report  on, 

151. 
Traveling  expenses,  what,  64,  128. 
Trials,  carried  up  by  preacher,  127  ;  ap- 
pealed, no  new  evidence  in,  127  ;  Con.. 

ference,  to  be  recorded,  99  ;  proposed, 

to  be  by  Committee,  99,  103,  126. 
Troy  Conference,  resolutions  of,  37. 
Trustees    of    Churches,    proposition   to 

regulate,  term  of  o$ce,  28,  64,  65. 

Vote  of  thanks  to  citizens  of  Pittsburgh, 
119, 132  ;  to  secretaries,  132  ;  to  Phi. 
lological  Institute,  133  ;  to  trustees  of 
churches,  133  ;  to  Mrs.  Nelson  Reed, 
35  ;  to  Dr.  Dixon,  15,  39  ;  to  be  pub- 
lished,  119. 

Wesleyans,  Canada,  representatives  from,. 
12;  communioation  from  Book  Com. 
mittee  of  Canada  Conference,  26  ;  Ad. 
dress  of  Canada  Conference,  34,  146 ; 
to  be  published,  119 ;  address  of  dele, 
gates,  35 ;  report  on  communication 
of  Book  Committee,  49,  50  ;  address 
to,  adopted,  91,  148 ;  Dr.  Bangs 
chosen  delegate  to  Canada  Confer, 
ence,  131. 

Wesleyans,  English,  communication  from, 
59  ;  ordered,  reply  of  Committee  of 
Conference  read,  and  recommitted,  79, 
85  ;  adopted,  90 ;  report,  142. 

Wesley  Chapel,  St.  Louis,  34,  116.. 

Welsh,  mission  to,  53. 

Westmoreland  petition,  resolution  ap* 
pended  to,  59  ;  rescinded  ,125 ;  minutes 
relating  to,  stricken  out,  119. 

Widows,  Southern,  proposed  to  pay,  93, 
110, 114. 

Withdrawal  of  Bishop  Soule,  45,  47 ;  of 
members,  39,  66. 

Wood,.  A.,  business  of,  11,  23. 

Wood,  B.  C.,.hU8iness  of,.  12,  24. 

Wyandott  Indians,  memorial  from,  42 ;, 
Committee  ordered,  42 ;  report,  68. 

Zion*s  Herald,  proposal  to  transfer,  to- 
General  Conference,  61 ;  negotiatioiif 
ordered,  111,  115 ;  editorial  in,  69,  70. 
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